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Original  Articles. 


MEDICINE. 


THE  ALLOPATHIC  METHODS  OF  CURE. 


BY    A    CONVERT    TO     THE     HOMCEOPATHIC    SYSTEM    OP     MEDICINE. 


The  domain  of  science  is  boundless,  and  although  divided  and 
subdivided  into  different  departments,  some  more  and  others 
less  distinct,  yet  a  relationship  exits  between  them  all,  and 
could  the  finite  comprehension  of  man  detect  all  the  links  which 
unite,  the  machinery  which  works,  and  the  power  which,  by 
the  fiat  or  the  Almighty  actuates  and  controls ;  magnificent  laws 
would  be  manifested  which  like  the  law  of  gravitation  would 
demand  our  admiratian  for  potency  and  simplicity. 

The  science  and  art  of  medicine  has  probably  more  numerous 
connexions  than  any  other  branch  of  science,  and  to  this  may 
be  attributed  a  great  portion  of  that  regard  and  respect  which 
for  centuries  it  has  received  from  mankind. 

Fable  supposed  it  the  immediate  gift  of  the  Gods,  and  bar- 
barous and  semi-civilized  nations  have  associated  with  it  more 
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than  human  qualifications.  Among  the  Greeks,  Prometheus 
and  ^Esculapius  were  its  supposed  inventors.  The  Heroes  of 
antiquity  were  not  only  warriors,  but  physicians.  Hercules 
possessed  much  medical  knowledge  and  plants  received  his  name. 
Homer  mentions  the  skill  of  other  of  his  heroes,  but  Falamedes 
stands  foremost,  having  stayed  the  progress  of  the  plague  and 
prevented  its  entrance  into  the  Grecian  camp — and  although 
many  of  the  remedies  the  ancients  prescribed  are  not  used  in 
the  present  age,  yet  they  certainly  were  less  numerous  and  pi  o- 
bably  quite  as  beneficial,  "scraped  cheese  mixed  with  wine,  for 
instance." 

From  the  time  of  Hippocrates  many  physicians  have  occupied 
prominent  stations,  have  been  greatly  admired  by  their  profess- 
ional and  unprofessional  brethren  and  have  been  the  founders 
and  leaders  of  doctrines  and  sects. 

The  discovery,  however,  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood  in  the 
XVII  century,  by  William  Harvey,  destroyed  all  previous  hy- 
potheses, and  that  important  fact  afforded  a  basis  upon  which  to 
found  new  systems — which  in  tarn  were  applauded  and  con- 
demned, lived  and  died. 

The  mind  of  man  not  being  satisfied  with  a  bare  observance 
of  morbid  phenomena,  and  their  empirical  and  speculative  treat- 
ment, naturally  endeavored  to  ascertain  tho  essential  nature  of 
disease  by  a  knowledge  of  which  more  certain  means  might  be 
ascertained  for  its  removal.  "Tollo  eausam"  has  been  the  con- 
stant endeavor  of  physicians,  but  tho  real  cause  not  being  ascer- 
tained, its  nature  was  conjectured — and  from  the  numerons con- 
jectures in  relation  to  it,  a  multitude  of  hypotheses  have  been 
framed — and  from  anatomy,  physiology,  Bomoiotics  and  pathol- 
ogy, conceptions  have  been  formed  which  were  supposed  to  ex- 
plain the  essence  of  disease  or  disease  itself.  Systems  thus 
constructed  could  not  stand  the  test  of  experiment,  the  only 
true  touch-stone  of  truth;  and  therefore  tho  hypotheses  ot 
fever,  inflammation,  spasm,  debility,  plethora,  nn  Weill  a*  those 
of  a  purely  chemical  and  mechanical  nature;  am  a  I  ho  those  of 
Brown,  Brousais  and  others,  proved  to  bo  mnrn  itloal  concep- 
tions. 

The  fundamental  error  in  all  these  effort*  j«  io  \m  found  in 
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the  belief  that  the  essential  nature  of  disease  could  be  ascer- 
tained and  that  by  a  priori  reasoning. 

In  the  indulgence  of  this  chimera,  men  were  diverted  from 
the  actual  object  of  treatment. 

It  is  related  of  Mesmer  that  when  asked  what  baths  were 
most  healthy,  he  replied.  "Formerly  it  made  no  difference 
whether  a  bath  was  taken  in  a  room  or  in  the  open  air,  but  ever 
since  I  have  magnetized  the  sun  it  is  better  to  bathe  in  water  that 
the  sun  is  shining  upon.  Another  learned  man  celebrated  for 
his  medical  writings  magnetized  some  years  previous,  the  uni- 
versity buildings  of  Heidelberg,  in  order  to  inspire  the  students 
with  a  higher  enthusiasm  for  science.  The  Chevalier  Zimmer- 
man saw  in  all  diseases  visceral  obstructions,  and  prescribed 
Dandelion  to  all  his  patients,  hence  he  wa3  surnamed  "the  Knight 
of  the  Dandelion."  Another  physician  detects  in  all  disease 
some  affection  of  the  nervous  centers,  another  attributes  every 
affection  to  inflammation  of  the  stomach,  and  another  to  inflam- 
mation of  tho  brain. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  in  the  present  paper  to  dwell  upon  the 
different  hypotheses  of  disease  which  from  time  to  time  have 
appeared,  many  of  which  conflicted  with  each  other,  and  many 
of  which  had  long  and  brilliant  carreers.  But  I  will  briefly 
notice  the  objects  which  those  who  practice  Allopathy  at  the 
present  time,  appear  to  have  in  view  and  the  means  of  their  ac- 
complishment. 

The  term  Allopathia  or  Allopathy  embraces  different  means 
and  ends — and  as  far  as  I  am  able,  I  will  endeavor  to  briefly 
point  out  its  inability  to  effect  by  the  means,  the  ends  proposed. 

It  includes  the  Enantiopathic  or  Antipathic  method  whose 
object  is  to  produce  a  condition  opposite  to  the  condition  it  is 
intended  to  remove.  To  accomplish  tho  end  proposed,  the  mode 
of  procedure  generally  is,  to  prescribe  for  the  most  prominent 
symptom.  To  check  diarrhea  an  astringent  is  administered; 
a  purgative  is  given  for  constipation ;  for  coldness,  of  the  body 
external  warmth ;  for  debility,  tonics  and  stimulants;  in  a  word, 
contraria  contrariis."  It  may  here  merely  be  remarked,  that  the 
few  direct  contraries  which  have  been  mentioned  include  nearly 
the  whole  number. 
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A  very  striking  objection  to  this  mode  of  practice  is  that  only 
a  single  prominent  symptom  being  regarded,  the  concomitant 
morbid  condition  is  generally  overlooked,  and  therefore  in  chronic 
cases  partial  or  temporary  relief  only  is  afforded.  For  exam- 
ple in  chronic  cough,  opium  in  some  form  or  other  is  the  prin- 
cipal remedy,  and  although  for  a  short  time  relief  may  be  ob- 
tained, it  is  at  the  expense  of  increased  cough,  ultimately;  and 
where  the  cough  is  associated  with  increased  morbid  secretion 
of  the  increase  of  the  latter.  It  must,  however,  here  be  re- 
membered that  it  would  often  in  certain  incurable  disorders, 
especially  in  the  last  stages  of  Phthisis  and  in  Cancer  be 
reprehensible,  not  to  allay  pain  by  a  palliative;  our  remarks 
are  restricted  entirely  to  .curable  maladies.  What  physician 
does  not  know  that  the  frequent  use  of  opium  keeps  up  a 
chronic  diarrhoea,  its  primary  restraining  action  being  fol- 
lowed by  increased  intestinal  secretion?  Or  who  is  ig- 
norant of  the  fact  that  the  persistent  use  of  laxatives 
increases  constipation.  Warm  bathing  for  rigors  or  defective 
vital  heat  is  followed  by  the  greater  frequency  of  the  former, 
and  a  diminished  supply  of  the  latter.  Electricity  and  galvan- 
ism excite  parts  that  are  weak,  and  such  as  are  approaching  a 
paralytic  condition — an  excitement  to  be  followed  in  its  sec- 
ondary effects  by  complete  paralysis.  Other  examples  roadily 
present  themselves,  all  of  which  contribute  to  prove  that  this 
kind  of  treatment  fails  in  producing  the  end  proposed.  And  it 
were  easy  to  show  that  in  very  many  instances  it  aggravates 
or  produces  other  morbid  conditions  of  an  alarming  character. 

Another  Allopathic  method  is  the  derivative  or  revulsive  which 
occupies  a  distinguished  rank — it  embraces  means  which  are 
deemed  of  paramount  importance — these  are  escharotics,  epis- 
pastics,  vesicants,  a uppurants,  and  actual  and  potential  cauteries. 
This  application  of  means,  rests  upon  the  idea  that  some  diseases 
disappear  upon  the  appearance  of  others,  and  is  therefore  a  fol- 
lowing out  of  the  dictates  of  nature.  Now,  although  these 
transfers  when  made  by  nature  are,  it  is  true,  often  made  from 
important  to  unimportant  parts,  the  reverse  is  equally  true;  the 
transpositions  taking  place  from  unimportant  parts  to  very  im- 
portant organs  and  presenting  disease  in  some  of  its  most  for- 
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niidable  aspects,  and  it  therefore,  becomes  a  question  whether 
these  transfers  are  not  made  by  the  law  of  vitality  without  any 
attempt  at  cure.  Beside  the  utter  failure  of  this  kind  of  prac- 
tice, if  a  cronic  disease  is  the  object  of  cure,  or  any  dyscrasia 
exists  in  the  body,  the  bad  effects  which  it  occasions  are  of  a 
very  serious  character.  Blisters  produce  dysuria — the  applica- 
tion of  caustics  is  extremely  painful — the  sufferings  from  moxas 
are  horrible — powerful  purgatives  have  ruined  the  intestinal 
canal.  Tartarizcd  Antimony  externally  applied  is  cruelly  pain- 
ful, and  frequently  leaves  terrible  scars;  and  in  addition  to  the 
trouble,  pain  and  atrophy  belonging  to  the  use  of  setons  and 
issues,  their  offensiveness  is  often  revolting.  With  what  reason 
does  the  victim  of  disease  shrink  with  terror  from  a  resort  to 
such  measures,  and  how  often  in  the  samo  individual  is  each  in 
succession  had  recourse  to,  as  the  previous  one  fails  in  affording 
relief,  till  disease  and  its  fancied  remedies  sink  together  in  the 
grave.  As  a  derivative,  also  venesection  is  often  employed, 
and  this  upon  the  ground  that  hemorrhage  from  an  affected  part 
has  resulted  in  a  restoration  of  health?  How  frequently  it 
fails,  the  melancholy  testimony  of  myriads  can  establish. 

Another  Allopathic  means  of  curing  disease  is  the  removal  of 
morbid  material  causes,  whether  solid  or  fluid,  such  causes  being 
considered  either  exciting  or  reactive — hence,  the  purging  away 
of  worms— of  getting  rid  of  the  contents  of  the  stomach  and 
intestines — the  application  of  astringents  locally,  as  in  ophthal- 
mias— the  healing  of  old  ulcers  by  topical  applications — the  re- 
moval of  morbid  growths  by  ligature,  &c.  How  often  also  do 
such  means  prove  insufficient  and  diseased  action  become  mani- 
fest in  other  parts  of  the  body?  I  have  known  recently  a 
'  violent  irritation  of  the  brain  succeed  the  disappearance  of  an 
ophthalmia,  from  the  application  of  a  very  scientific  collyrinm. 

In  many  instances  the  developement  of  serious  or  fatal 
disease  can  be  traced  to  the  drying  up  by  local  application  of 
ulcers,  or  eruptions  of  the  skin. 

These  methods  styled  "rational"  (the  term  really  seems  iron- 
ical,) are  those  most  approved  by  Allopathy. 

I  am  fully  acquainted  with  the  reasons,  and  what  is  still  more 
weighty,  with  the  facts,  which  are  adduced  to  refute  the  objec- 
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tions  which  I  have  set  forth.  But  it  can  be  easily  shown  that 
when  cares  take  place  during  such  treatment  the  correct  expla- 
nation is  not  to  be  found  in  the  hypotheses  upon  which  the  means 
are  applied,  and  are  therefore  not  corroborative  of  the  truth 
of  the  principles  assured.  They  are  constructed  upon  an  ideal 
basis,  the  preconceived  opinion  being  entertained  that  the  essen- 
tial nature  of  disease  is  something  palpably  material. 

The  true  rationalo  will  be  found  in  the  law  upon  which 
Homoeopathy  is  founded.  For  example :  a  patient  afflicted  with 
diarrhoea  may  be  relieved  by  ten  or  twenty  graius  of  Ehubarb. 
The  Ehubarb,  allopathically  is  prescribed  upon  some  vague  and 
indefinite  ideas  of  its  being  a  tonic  purgative,  as  strengthening 
the  bowels  after  it  has  first  put  them  into  a  debilitated  condition  ; 
it  is  also  advised  upon  some  empirical  knowledge.  Its  power  to 
relieve  must  have  depended  upon  its  Homoeopathicity  to  the 
case,  and  a  dose  of  one  of  the  Homoeopathic  preparations  of 
Ehubarb  would  probably  have  effected  the  cure  more  promptly, 
safely  and  agreeably,  without  the  superadded  affliction  of  tor- 
mina and  purging  which  mass  doses  occasion,  and  to  which 
latter  especially  the  Allopathic  physician  attributes  the  cure. 
Or  take  a  case  of  hepatic  diseaso  for  which  some  preparation  of 
mercury  would  be  the  appropriate  remedy-  Empirism  has 
taught  Allopathy  that  mercury  has  a  specific  action  upon  the 
liver,  (the  term  specific  has  ever  been  reluctantly  used  by  Allo- 
pathy, as  it  always  clashes  with  its  hypotheses.)  Still  the  case 
is  cured ;  but  alas!  how  often  is  tho  cure  worse  than  the  malady, 
what  a  disgusting  affliction  is  salivation,  or  even  "touching  the 
gums,"  as  it  is  called,  with  mercury;  for  hapily  for  mankind  the 
greater  barbarism  of  salivation  is  repudiated  by  judicious  Allo- 
paths, yet  how  often  does  it  happen  unintentionly,  tho  occasion 
of  which  calamity  affords  the  most  unequivocal  evidence  of 
Allopathy's  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  properties  of  this  med- 
icine; and  should  it  not  display  its  deleterious  action  upon  the 
salivary  glands  in  the  doses  which  are  daily  given  by  the  learned 
and  unlearned,  it  often  leaves  a  train  of  morbid  symptoms  which 
produce  present  discomfort  and  future  disease.  Among  its 
sequels  are  great  liabilities  to  cold,  rheumatic  pains,  neuralgia, 
bone  pains,  trembling  of  tho  limbs,  cutaneous  eruptions,  vertigo, 
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and  an  host  of  other  serious  ailments.  To  the  apprehension  of 
those  by  whose  advice  the  drug  was  taken  the  real  cause  of  all 
this  ill-health  and  suffering  never  occurs ;  but  is  attributed  to 
occasional  causes,  such  as  exposure  to  cold,  or  damp,  or  errors 
in  diet,  or  debility — all  of  which,  however,  have  only  served  to 
stir  up  the  morbid  mercurial  predisposition,  and  this  amount  of 
ill-health  and  broken  constitution  could  have  been  saved  by  the 
administration  of  a  few  doses  of  the  proper  attenuation  of  the 
drug. 

The  profound  intellect  of  Samuel  Hahnemann  perceived  the 
difficulty  which  had  always  existed,  and  he  taught  that  nothing 
certain  can  be  known  of  disease,  but  its  perceptible  phenomena. 
And  with  this  he  has  associated  his  great  doctrine  of  similia 
similibus  curantur. 

How  much  more  beautiful,  how  much  more  precise,  how  much 
more  certain  is  a  law  of  cure  based  upon  a  single  principle,  than 
the  many  and  varied  so-called  "systems"  which  belong  to  Allo- 
pathy. Yet,  the  Homceopathist  must  bear  in  mind  that  while 
he  has  the  great  advantage  of  unity,  yet  there  are  other  more 
important  items  for  his  consideration.  First  among  these  is  the 
question  of  dose,  the  quantity  of  medicine  to  be  employed. 
We  do  not  believe  it  possible  to  lay  down  law  for  the  size  of 
the  dose  to  be  given  in  every  case.  As  there  are  different  tem- 
peraments, as  there  are  different  appetites,  as  there  are  different 
degrees  of  severity  of  disease,  so  I  apprehend  must  the  quantity 
of  medici  ne  vary.  But  after  all,  when  we  contrast  the  poly-systems 
of  Allopathy  and  the  unity  of  Homoeopathy,  we  must  acknowl- 
edge the  superiority  of  the  latter  by  a  hundred  fold. 


REMARKABLE  ACTION  OF   MERCURY,  WITH  A  HINT 

ON  THE  ACTION  OF  COFFEE. 


BY    M.    PUNK,    M.    D.,   OF   NEW   ORLHANS,   LA. 


During  my  former  residence  in  Galveston,  I  was,  on  one 
occasion j  informed  by  several  of  my  patients  that  there  was  a 
little  girl  (not  quite  two  years  old)  who  was  afflicted  with  a 
syphilis-like  looking  sore,  which  had  made  its  appearance  on 
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her  genital  organs.  The  parents  had  applied  successively  to 
several  Allopathic  physicians,  but  had  been  informed  that  they 
were  unable  to  relieve  her.  My  advice  was  then  asked,  but  I 
informed  the  enquirers  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  give*  a 
correct  opinion  until  I  had  seen  the  child.  The  parents  at  that 
time  not  believing  in  Homoeopathy,  refused  its  aid,  until  finally, 
when  the  sufferings  of  the  poor  girl  became  unbearable,  I  was 
called  to  the  case.  I  found  that  she  had  ceased  walking  for 
several  months,  and  cried  and  moaned  fearfully  for  hours 
together:  she  was  constantly  in  her  mother's  lap;  sleep  was 
banished  from  her  eyelids,  and,  upon  the  whole,  she  was  in  a 
truly  pitiable  condition.  When  examining  her  diaper,  it  was 
found  full  of  fresh  red  blood.  The  nymphae,  both  outer  and 
inner,  were  covered  with  extensive  ulcers,  large  portions  of 
them  having  apparently  sloughed  away.  Blood  and  pus  were 
constantly  issuing  from  these  dreadful  sores,  causing,  necessa- 
rily, great  emaciation  and  paleness.  Micturition,  which  was 
frequent,  caused  intense  suffering.  Both  parents  assured  me 
that  they  had  never  been  afflicted  with  syphilis  in  any  form, 
and  were,  therefore,  utterly  unable  to  explain  the  cause  of  their 
child's  condition. 

To  the  question,  "  whether  I  could  cure  the  child  ? "  I  an- 
swered, "  that  I  had  never  before  met  with  such  a  ease,  and, 
therefore,  could  not  make  a  certain  promise,  but  that  I  however 
had  the  best  hopes,  since  the  Homoeopathic  law  of  nature  was 
similia  similibus,  and  the  materia  medica  afforded  remedies  for 
similar  cases,  whice  rarely  disappointed  the  faithful  physician." 
I  explained  to  the  parents  how  successful  Homoeopathy  had  been 
in  the  cure  of  cholera  and  other  diseases,  and  then  they  con- 
cluded to  submit  the  child  to  treatment.  I  prescribed  mercur 
solubUis,90.*,  5  pellets  in  1  tumblerful  of  water,  every  two  hours ; 


*N.  B.— I  always  use  the  centesimal  scale,  the  only  one  of  which  Hahnemann  approves 
and  mentious;  constantly  remembering  his  strict  and  positive  rule :  "  Imitate  it,  but 
imitate  it  xxactlt  ! "  I  am  firmly  convinced,  that  the  frequent  deviation  from  the  strict 
rules  of  our  Great  Master  is  the  principal  cause  of  much  unsuccessful  Homoeopathic 
treatment, — of  the  "abandoning  the  practice  of  attempting  to  cure  diseases  Horaceo- 
pathically,"— and  resorting  to  "  hypodermic  injections,"  aad  other  Allopathic  bungling, 
and  consequently  of  the  often  well  deserved  aneers  of  Allopathists,  under  which,  unfor- 
tunately,not  only  the  homoeo—AUapathic  blunder $r,h\x\,  t(ie  whole  profession  of  Homoeopathy 
are  included,  and  thus  we  are  misrepresented  and  injured  I 
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one  tea-spoonful  for  the  first  day,  and  afterwards  twice  a  day. 
I  strictly  forbade  coffee,  spices  and  acids,  but  the  parents  told 
me  that  the  child  could  scarcely  do  without  coffee,  since  it  was 
the  only  food  for  which  it  had  appetite.  I  had  the  greatest 
trouble  to  gain  their  promise  to  withhold  the  coffee  from  the 
child,  and  indeed  not  before  I  utterly  and  decidedly  refused 
treatment  and  medicine.  I  ordered  milk  instead  of  coffee,  and 
told  them  that  in  a  week  I  would  visit  the  patient  again,  since 
nothing  could  bo  done  besides  giving  the  medicine  regularly, 
and  allowing  it  time  to  act.  But  accidentally  it  happened  that 
on  the  fifth  day  I  was  called  to  visit  another  patient  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  therefore  I  called  in,  to  see  whether  any 
action  of  the  medicine  would  be  already  perceptible.  To  my 
utter  astonishment  I  found  the  child  perfectly  cured ;  playing 
and  walking  about  the  house,  with  hardly  a  trace  of  the 
dreadful  ulcers  discoverable.  This  wa3  the  speediest  cure  of 
such  a  disease  that  I  had  ever  seen,  and  I  hesitate  not  to  say 
that  I  would  scarcely  believe  it,  if  another  had  reported  the 
case  to  me.  I  must,  therefore,  be  prepared  to  meet  with  doubts 
from  the  respected  reader,  and  can  do  nothing  else  to  disperse 
them  than  to  assure  him  of  the  truth  of  the  statement  on  my  hon- 
or and  honesty,  and  to  give  the  name  of  the  parents : 

But  I  am  not  yet  quite  finished  with  the  case :  I  told  the 
parents  that  they  should  continue  the  prescribed  strict  diet  for 
several  weeks  longer,  in  order  that  no  relapse  might  occur. 
But  they  answered  to  me,  that  they  had  not  been  able  to  with- 
hold the  coffee  from  the  child  any  longer,  so  incessantly  had  it 
been  longing  and  crying  for  it!  "Well,"  said  I,  "then  you  can- 
not blame  anybody  but  yourselves  if  the  disease  should  return 
with  the  same  severity."  They  laughed,  "  and  did  not  see  how 
the  innocent  coffee  could  effect  this."  Somewhat  offended  I  left. 
Two  days  afterwards  the  father  called  at  my  office,  reporting 
that  the  child  was  worse  than  ever!  I  prescribed  nux  uaw,80,  as 
an  antidote  to  the  coffee — it  was  given  three  days  without  the 
least  effect.  I  prescribed  nitre  acid,80 — not  the  least  effect  in  three 
days  more.  Then  I  prescribed  mercur  prcecip  ruber*.  Within  5 
days  the  cure  was  perfect, — the  coffee  was  abandoned  for  ever, 
and  milk  given  instead  of  it, — and  the  disease  never  returned. 
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This  remarkable  case  gives  me  occasion  to  remind  my  hon- 
ored colleagues  of  the  fact,  that  the  question  of  diet,  at  the 
present  day,  is,  by  most  practitioners  too  much  neglected.  It 
has  not  unfrequently  happened  to  me  that  I  ha  re  cured  patients 
who  have  been  unsuccessfully  treated  by  other  Homoeopaths, 
and  who  stated  to  me  that  their  former  physicians  had  not  for- 
bidden, or  in  some  cases  had  even  expressly  allowed  coffee.  In 
some  cases  where  I  had  either  forgotten  to  forbid  the  coffee,  or 
had  erroneously  expected  that  the  patients  were  acquainted  with 
the  particulars  of  Homoeopathic  diet,  I  found  in  many  {but, 
however,  not  in  all)  instances,  that  a  well  commenced  action  of 
medicine  was  interrupted  by  the  use  of  coffee ! 

May  this  well-intended  hint  not  be  overlooked  by  certain  of 
our  practitioners!  I  honestly  believe  that  this  particular  avoid- 
ance of  coffee  will  redound  to  the  good  of  their  patients.  I 
take  no  credit  to  myself  for  the  suggestion,  for  it  belongs  to  our 
immortal  master,  Hahnemann. 


Surgery, 


SURGICAL   CLINIC  AT   THE   GOOD  SAMARITAN 

HOSPITAL. 


BY   WM.  TOD   HELMUTH,   M.   I). 


NUMBER  IV. 


Amputation  of  the  Leg.* 

Gentlemen  : — I  wish  you  to  examine  this  log-stump  which  I 
now  hold  up  for  your  inspection.  You  will  pored  v«  that  this 
young  man  is  quite  strong  and  hearty,  has  rerovciwl  from  tho 
operations  which  have  been  performed  upon  him,  and  is  about 
to  leave  the  house.  Before  his  departure  I  de*ln'  Up  intwh  you 
the  lesson  which  this  case,  in  connection  with  otlif  r%  Un*  taught 


*This  is  one  of  a  series  of  Clinics  delivered  At  the  Good  Samaritan  M"*j/MmI  duriug 
the  winter  of  '«7-8.    The  others  of  the  course  have  already  sppi»»r#"J  tu  *»m»  «>»»«*rver. 
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mo,  which  is  this :  That  there  is  do  more  insidious  and  difficult 
diseases  to  Ireat  in  the  range  of  Surgery,  than  those  affecting 
the  ankle  joint.  Caries  of  the  tarsal  and  meta-tarsal  bones 
may  begin  in  the  most  simple  manner.  I  well  recollect  seeing 
a  case  in  consultation  with  one  of  my  professional  friends  some 
years  since,  the  firfet  appearances  of  which  resembled  to  such  a 
degree  a  simple  furuncle,that  foratime  neither  the  family  or  the 
physicians  gave  heed  to  what  afterwards  turned  out  to  be  a 
serious  disease  of  the  joint,  rendering  the  boy  a  cripple  for 
years,  and  was  only  cured  after  severe  surgical  interference. 
This  patient  has  had  amputation  performed  upon  him  twice. 
The  first  operation  was  Chopart's,  and  was  performed  by  my- 
self, in  this  hospital,  in  the  presence  of  several  physicians,  and 
it  was  the  impression  of  all  of  us  that  the  diseased  portions  of 
the  foot  had  been  removed.  I  believe  they  had,  for  there  was 
neither  roughness  or  softening  to  be  felt  at  the  extremity  of  the 
calcis  or  the  Astragulus,  and  the  wound  healed  so  remarkably 
fast  that  the  man  was  in  fine  spirits,  and  I  believed  him  to  be 
cured.  I  was  mistaken.  Evidences  of  diseased  bone  again 
made  their  appearance,  and  the  leg  was  amputated  by  Dr.  Corn- 
stock,  at  its  inferior  third.  In  this  instance  the  hemorrhage 
was  arrested  by  acupressure,  the  first  time  it  had  been  used  in 
this  hospital.  From  this,  and  lother  cases  which  I  cannot  detail 
to  you  now,  I  am  at  a  loss  whether  to  recommend  you  to 
attempt  Chopart's  operation,  or  to  remove  the  foot  when  the 
tarsal  bones  are  seriously  implicated.  The  case  which  I  shall 
presently  introduce  to  you,  and  upon  which  I  intend  to  operate 
this  morning,  is  but  another  proof  of  my  remarks  on  the  diffi- 
culty of  diagnosing  and  treating  this  class  of  diseases.  Let  me, 
however,  first  say  a  word  in  regard  to  Chopart's  operation. 

Examine  these  articulated  bones  of  the  foot,  you  will  perceive 
that  the  middle  articulation  of  the  tarsus  is  marked  by  the 
scaphoid  and  cuboid  bones  anteriorly,  and  by  the  astragulus  and 
caleis  behind.  By  inserting  a  pin  in  each  side  of  the  articula- 
tion, and  drawing  a  line  through  this  portion  of  the  joint  you 
will  find  that  the  course  of  this  line  resembles  the  italic  letter 
&q  ,  of  which  the  anterior  convexity  is  internal,  and  the  poster- 
ior convexity  external.     We  may  lay  it  down  as  a  general  rule 
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that  the  internal  extremity  of  the  articulation,  is  about  one  inch 
in  front  of  the  internal  malleolus,  and  about  two  lines  and  a. 
half  behind  the  tuberosity  of  the  scaphoid,  while  the  external 
extremity  is  half  an  inch  behind  the  projection  formed  by  the 
head  of  the  fifth  metatarsal  bone.  It  corresponds  with  a  well 
marked  prominence  on  the  external  surface  of  the  cuboid,, 
which  may  be  said  to  be  about  an  inch  in  front  of  the  external 
malleolus.  The  difficulty  in  performing  Chopart's  operation, 
consists  in  the  different  lines  which  the  articulation  forms  on> 
the  plantar  and  dorsal  surfaces  of  the  foot,  and  the  great  point 
to  be  borne  in  mind,  is  to  divide  thoroughly  the  fibrous  bands- 
connecting  the  scaphoid  and  the  astragulus  before  attempting 
to  enter  the  joint. 

With  these  few  remarks  I  shall  now  introduce  the  patient  for 
your  notice.  You  will  perceive  his  emaciated  condition,  and 
yet  recognize  his  nervous  energy  as  remarked  in  the  brilliancy 
of  his  eye.  This  man,  originally  a  boot-maker  by  trade,  entered 
the  army  early  in  the  war,  and  while  keeping  guard  near  a  rail- 
way station  was  shot  through  the  foot :  He  fell,  was  carried  to 
the  hospital,  where  his  wound  was  dressed.  Suppuration  fol- 
lowed at  the  site  of  the  injury,  and  portions  of  bone  came  away 
with  the  discharge.  After  some  weeks  of  suffering,  the  dis- 
charge lessened,  and  he  was  enabled  to  get  about,  walk- 
ing with  a  stick.  In  a  day  or  two  after,  symptoms  of  violent 
inflammation  were  manifested,  and  a  swelling  of  magnitude 
appeared  upou  the  inside  of  the  foot,  this  was  opened  freely 
with  a  bistoury  and  the  matter  allowed  to  escape,  Portions  of 
bone  were  also  cast  off  with  the  debris,  and  again  he  was  ena- 
bled to  leave  the  hospital.  Once  more  the  symptoms  of  inflam- 
mation appeared,  and  the  same  process  was  gone  through  with,, 
and  this  condition  of  things  has  continued  ever  since,  until 
finally  despairing  of  a  cure  he  returned  to  his  home.  There  ho 
was  attended  by  a  quack  Doctor,  who  promised  him  a  speedy 
alleviation  of  his  pains,  but  who,  of  course,  after  a  series  of 
poultices,  cataplasms,  and  teas,  failed  to  be  as  good  as  his  word. 

This  poor  follow  then  entered  our  hospital,  aud  I  have  endea- 
vored, but  without  result,  to  produce  any  beneficial  effect  with 
nal  or  external  medication.    I  believe  there  must  be  exten- 
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*ive  aud  deep-seated  disease  in  the  heel-bone,  and,  if  yon  will 
notice,  there  appears  to  be  crepitation  when  I  make  lateral 
motion  in  the  calcis.  How  far  or.  how  deep  the  disease  may 
extend  I  cannot  say,  but  from  my  experience  in  the  diseases  of 
this  portion  of  the  body,  and,  as  I  have  already  mentioned  in 
the  beginning  of  the  lecture,  the  difficulty  in  healing  such  sores 
I  propose  to  day  to  amputate  the  leg  at  its  lower  third. 

[The  balance  of  the  hour  was  spent  in  the  performance  of  the 
operation,  which  was  "  the  circular,"  and  nothing  remarkable 
was  noticed,  save  the  brittleness  of  the  arterial  coats.  The 
parieties  of  the  posterior  tibial  artery  were  cut  through  by  three 
separate  ligatures,  necessarily  causing  the  patient  to  lose  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  blood,  and  leaving  him  much  prostrated. 
Relays  of  students  were  kept  at  his  bed-side  for  several  days 
and  nights,  and  the  man  made  a  good  recovery,  and  left  the  house. 
Since  then  he  has  not  been  heard  of.  An  examination  of  the 
foot  afterward  exhibited  very  extensive  and  peculiar  disease. 
There  was  a  round  hole  passing  diagonally  through  the  os- 
calcis,  and  dividing  it  into  two  distint  portions.  The  posterior 
portion  being  in  a  state  of  partial  necrosis.  But  the  most  pe- 
culiar transformation  that  had  occurred  was  the  adherence  from 
long  continued  disease  of  the  flexor  longus  digitorum  to  the 
side  of  the  calcis  beneath  the  inner  malleolus,  thus  preventing 
the  action  of  that  muscle,  and  causing  that  constant  flexion 
and  rigidity  of  the  toes,  for  which  I  was  unable  to  account.] 


SNARE  FOR   REMOVING   FOREIGN  BODIES  FROM  THE 

URETHRA. 


BT  JOHN   T.   HODGIN,  M.I)., 
Prof,  of  Anatomy,  etc.,  etc.,  St.  Louis  Medical  College. 


[From  the  St.  Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

About  a  year  ago  I  was  called  to  see  a  child  suffering  from 
retention  of  urine.  The  messenger  informed  me  that  the  phy- 
sician in  attendance  was  not  provided  with  a  catheter,  and  re- 
quested that  I  should  bring  a  small  instrument. 
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On  reaching  the  house  (late  at  night)  I  attempted  to  intro- 
duce the  catheter,  which,  after  passing  about  two  inches,  came 
in  contact  with  a  calculus  impacted  in  the  urethra. 

On  leaving  my  home  I  had  not  suspected  the  nature  of  the 
difficulty,  and  was  consequently  not  provided  with  the  usual 
instruments  for  removing  such  obstructions. 

It  occurred  to  me  that  by  bending  the  wire  found  in  my  silver 
catheter  (used  to  clear  the  instrument,)  I  could  form  a  loop 
that  would  readily  pass  the  stone  and  encircle  it,  and  that  the 
stone  might  be  withdrawn  as  corks  are  removed  from  bottles. 
I  immediately  put  the  thought  into  execution  ;  passed  the  stone* 
looped  it,  and  drew  it  out. 

Six  months  ago  I  was  called  to  a  similar  case,  in  which  the 
usual  instruments — Hunter's  forceps,  scoops,  etc.,  had  failed.  I 
at  once  resorted  to  the  wire  loop,  and  delivered  the  stone  at  the 
first  attempt. 

I  then  directed  the  instrument  maker  to  make  the  instrument 
represented  in  the  wood-cut: 


The  shaft  (a)  passes  two  or  three  inches  into  the  canula  (c), 
and  has  the  ends  of  the  looped  wire  fixed  to  it,  so  that  by  oper- 
ating on  the  projecting^  portion  at  (a),  the  loops  of  wire  may  be 
made  large  or  small  at  will. 

The  canula  (c)  is  of  silver,  and  the  size  of  a  small  catheter 
eight  inches  long,  having  the  end  most  distant  from  the  handle 
perforated  by  four  sir.  all  openings,  through  which  the  two  wires 
project,  having  two  loops  an  inch  and  a  half  or  two  inches  long, 
and  right  angles  to  each  other. 

The  wires  are  of  untempered  steel,  No.  28  English  standard ; 
they  should  be  bent  sharply,  and  one  a  little  shorter  than  the 
other,  and  the  loop  in  the  shorter  wire  should  be  narrower  than 
that  in  the  longer,  so  that  when  the  two  loops  are  pressed  be- 
tween two  plane  parallel  surfaces,  the  two  loops  are  in  the  same 
plane,  the  smaller  and  shorter  within  the  larger  and  longer. 
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Row  Used. — Draw  the  shaft  (a)  out  until  the  loops  are  quite 
short ;  pass  into  the  urethra  until  the  loops  come  in  contact 
with  the  foreign  body ;  then  push  the  shaft  forward  in  the  can- 
ula  until  the  loops  project  halt  oi*  three-quarters  of  an  inch ; 
cause  the  ends  of  the  loops  to  project  a  little  to  one  side  of  the 
foreign  body,  and  move  the  instrument  onward  until  the  points 
of  the  loops  are  fairly  beside  the  obstruction;  then  protrude  the 
loops  (by  pushing  the  shaft  farther  in)  until  the  obstruction  18 
passed ;  move  the  instrument  gently  backward  and  forward 
few  times,  and  the  elasticity  of  the  wires  will  enable  them  to 
assume  a  position  at  right  angles  to  each  other,  and  the  foreign 
body  must  be  within  the  loops;  now  withdraw  the  shaft  until 
the  wires  are  made  to  grasp  the  foreign  body;  on  making  trac- 
tion on  the  shaft,  the  body  will  be  drawn  out. 

Advantages. — Hunter's  forceps  often  fail  because  they  are  apt 
to  slip,  or  the  stone  may  crumble,  and  there  is  danger  of  seizing 
the  mucous  membrane  and  tearing  it.  The  scoop,  from  its  thick- 
ness, is  difficult  to  pass  beside  a  stone  without  tearing  the 
urethra  must  afford  the  resistance  necessary  to  the  action  of 
the  instrument  on  the  other. 

The  snare,  from  the  elasticity  of  the  wire  loops  and  their  thin- 
ness, is  easily  passed ;  must  embrace  the  stone  ;  cannot  slip  or 
seize  the  mucous  membrane,  and  furnishes  four  guards  to  pre- 
vent the  rough  calculus  from  tearing  the  urethra. 
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A  Rational  Treatise  on  the  Trunkal  Muscles,  &c,  &c. 
With  the  Rationale  of  their  Cure  by  mechanical  support.  By 
E.  P.  Banning,  M.D.  pp.  352.  New  York :  W.  A.  Townsend 
&  Adams,  1868. 

This  is  rather  a  remarkable  book,  and  to  those  who  have  not 
perused  the  essays  of  Dr.  Banning  in  the  medical  periodicals  of 
the  day,  is  quite  refreshing  from  its  novelty,  and  especially  for 
its  common  sense. 


16  Treatise  on  Trunkal  Muscles. 

But  more  than  this,  the  author,  throughout  the  entire  volume 
has  taken  a  philosophical  view  Of  the  subject,  which  he  under- 
stands thoroughly,  having  for  a  number  of  years,  made  mechani- 
cal pathology  and  therapeutics  a  constant  subject  of  thought 
and  study.  He  believes  "that  the  viscera  are  as  much  under  the 
law  of  a  primary  and  specific  position  and  bearing  as  the  bones, 
and  that  functional  disturbances  requiring  physical  aid,  may 
follow  a  violation  of  that  law  in  one  case  as  well  as  in  the 
other."  He  first  demonstrates  the  philosophy  of  the  erect  pos- 
ture, which  appears  to  us  as  the  most  correct  appreciation  of 
the  subject  we  have  yet  seen,  and  which  we  will  endeavor  to 
make  plain  to  the  reader  without  the  aid  of  the  diagrams  which 
are  profusely  scattered  throughout  the  work.  The  philosophy 
of  the  erect  posture,  he  says,  "we  find  to  consist  chiefly  in  a 
transverse  and  antero-posterior  equipoising  of  the  superior 
trunk  over  and  upon  the  body's  centre  of  gravity ;  and,  by  the 
aid  of  a  mechanical  law,  this  centre  is  demonstrated  to  be 
located  in  two  lumbar  vertebra."  If  wo  draw  a  line  vertically 
through  the  spinal  column,  and  carry  it  down  equi-distant  be- 
tween the  legs  to  the  feet,  and  then  draw  two  other  lines, 
extending  from  each  of  the  trochanters  of  the  femur  diagonally 
across  the  body  to  the  heads  of  the  humeris  these  lines  will 
cross  each  other  in  the  lumbar  vertebrae  at  the  vertical  line, 
which  will  demonstrate  that  to  be  the  point  where  the  "  upward 
force  of  the  earth  through  each  leg,  and  the  downward  force  of 
the  body,  converge  as  upon  a  tranverse  centre  of  gravity,  and 
so  literally  press  the  body  into  transverse  symmetry  upon  that 
point." 

Thus,  then,  the  body  being  perpendicular,  constitutes  a  com- 
plete microcosmic  centripetal  system  in  itself,  with  the  lumbar 
spinal  curve  for  its  centre,  and  from  and  around  the  latter 
all  the  antagonistic  muscular  forces  and  motions  play,  in  ac- 
tivity, and  return  to  it  in  repose."  This  is  illustrated  by  placing 
the  thumb  upon  the  lumbar  vertebrae  at  the  point  already  al- 
luded to,  of  a  person  standing  erect;  an  attempt  to  bow 
will  bring  the  weight  of  the  body  directly  against  the  thumb, 
or,  as  the  chest  comes  forward,  the  centre  moves  backward,  and 
if  this  is  not  allowed,  by  severe  and  continued  pressure,  the  heels 
would  rise  and  the  body  fall. 
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It  is  upon  this  starting  point  that  the  philosophy  of  deformity 
is  taken  up  and  considered  in  a  masterly  manner,  and  the  me- 
chanical therapeutics  applied,  in  every  instance  the  physician 
hearing  in  mind  the  great  centre  of  the  body  before  mentioned. 

A  very  interesting  part  of  the  book,  beginning  at  page  46,  is 
the  pathology  of  uterine  obliquity,  and  the  author  says  "Obser- 
vation has  induced  me  to  think  that  the  present  pathology  of 
uterine  obliquities  is  more  or  less  defective.  Its  ruling  idea 
seeming  to  be  that  the  physical  causes  originate  within  and  are 
mainly  confined  to  the  infra-pelvic  tissues,  whereas  to  the 
writer  it  seems  manifest  that  the  pelvic  contents  are,  in  the 
main,  only  the  objective  point  *  and  that  the  abnormal  etatus  there, 
both  primarily  and  proximately,  is  caused  by  a  relaxation  of 
the  abdominal  and  dorsal  muscles  and  ligaments,  and  by  a  con* 
sequent  undue  gravitation  not  only  of  the  abdominal  contents 
upon  the  pelvic  organs,  but  also  of  the  whole  trunk,  which  has 
lost  its  true  centripetal  bearings  and  has  fallen  forward  of  its 
spinal  axis,  in  consequence  of  a  diminished  and  unbalanced  ac- 
tion of  its  muscular  braces."  Now  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be 
thought  of  and  acted  upon  in  these  wholesome  remarks.  Phy- 
sicians are  generally  too  prone  in  misplacements  to  direct  their 
efforts  of  cure  solely  to  the  intra-pelvic  tissues,  without  a  due 
regard  to  the  other  portions  of  the  trunk,  and  we  have  ourselves 
often  observed  that  proper  bandaging  and  bracing  of  certain 
abdominal  and  trunkal  muscles  has,  in  such  cases,  been  followed 
by  relief,  although  we  were  ignorant  of  the  true  philosophy  of 
such  benefit.  Much  of  this  valuable  book  treats  of  the  effects  of 
muscular  laxity  on  the  human  frame  and  the  diseases  consequent 
thereto,  and  points  out  how  much  influence  mechanical  support, 
properly  applied,  may  exert  in  such  cases.  Among  such  affec- 
tions we  find  hepatic  torpor,  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  cholera, 
chronic  peritonitis,  Chronic  splenitis  and  other  affections.  There 
is  a  good  chapter  on  pessaries,  which  the  author,  with  his  opin- 
ions upon  the  subject,  doubts  as  accomplishing  any  good  results, 
and  he  then  considers  each  variety  of  instrument  and  gives 
his  objections  thereto ;  he,  however,  regards  the  double  S  and 
the  horseshoe  as  superior  to  all  the  rest. 


*The  italics  are  ours. 


18  Reviews. 

All  the  varied  misplacements  of  tho  uterus  are  carefully  men- 
tioned, and  finally  the  proper  supports  advised  and  directions 
given  for  their  application.  The  volume  is  well  gotten  up,  and 
consists  of  352  pages.  When  we  read  over  such  works  as  that 
which  we  are  now  considering,  we  must  be  careful  to  endeavor 
to  judgo  fairly,  to  allow  ourselves  to  discriminate  between  the 
correct  applications  of  means  to  ends  and  the  "universal  panacea" 
business.  We  have  no  doubt  that  such  scientific  application  of 
mechanical  means,  combined  with  proper  remedial  measures, 
and  especially  homdfeopathic  medication,  will  be  of  the  greatest 
advantage  both  to  the  patient  and  physician,  but  we  must  not 
allow  either  novelty  or  love  of  mechanics,  or  enthusiasm,  or 
great  sanguine. i ess  to  carry  us  too  far.  This  book  is  the  best  of 
its  kind  we  have  seen.  It  will  be  of  service  to  the  profession, 
and  comes  to  us  endorsed  by  high  authority.  The  author  states, 
in  his  preface,  that  since  his  varied  papers  on  mechanical  pa- 
thology appeared  in  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  he  has 
received  over  twelve  hundred  letters  from  this  co.untry  and 
Europe,  calling  for  the  publication  of  the  volume.  We  find 
among  the  correspondents  Henry  K.  Madden  and  J.  J.  G.  Wil- 
kinson. 


A  Systematic  Treatise   on    Abortion    and    Sterility.     By 
Edwin  M.  Hale,  M.D.     pp  361.     C.  S.  Halsey:  Chicago,  1868. 

We  have  received  the  second  revised  edition  of  Dr.  Hale's 
" Systematic  Treatise  on  Abortion  and  Sterility."     The  work  is 
well  gotten  up,  its  typography  is  excellent,  and  the  binding 
superior  to    the  majority  of  Homoepathic  publications.    The 
first  edition  of  this  work  has  been  reviewed  by  several  of  our 
journals,  and  has  caused,  from  time  to  time,  a  certain  degree  of 
controversy  among  physicians.    In  the  preface  to  the  second 
edition  the  author  states  that  he  has  omittod  Part  Y,  on  Obstet- 
ric Abortion,  and  that  it  (Part  V)  "  was  written  for  physicians — 
for  pure-minded,  honorable  men — but  the  information  therein 
contained  has  probably  been  prostituted  to  bad  purposes  by  im- 
jnoral  physicians."    It  is  for  this  cause  that  the  Doctor  has 


Abortion  and  Sterility.  1^ 

made  an  incomplete  book  of  his  second  edition.  This,  we  be- 
lieve, is  wrong.  "While  no  one  can  more  deprecate  than  we  do, 
the  publication  of  a  popular  work  on  abortion,  or  the  circula- 
tion of  a  medical  book  on  abortion  among  the  laity  for  bass  pur- 
poses, yet  it  being  necessary,  no  doubt,  at  certain  times  and 
under  peculiar  circumstances,  to  induce  premature  labor,  the 
physician  must  have  at  his  command,  at  such  serious  moments, 
all  the  light  that  study,  research  and  experience  may  throw 
upon  the  subject,  and  will  expect  to  find  such  matter  in  a  work 
treating  upon  such  a  specialty.  That  an  editor  or  author,  be- 
lieving himself  to  be  right  and  "pure  minded"  should  render  his 
work  incomplete  because  unprincipled  men  and  women  might 
make  bad  use  of  the  information  which  he  has  given  in  honor  to 
his  upright  professional  brethren,  is,  we  conceive,  an  error  in  judg- 
ment. The  Bible  itself  is  used  by  the  infidel  to  prove  there  is 
no  God,  and  portions  of  Hahnemann's  Organon  are  held  up  by 
our  adversaries  as  the  most  ridiculous  parts  of  Homoeopathy. 
Therefore  we  say  that  a  work  on  any  scientific  subject  should 
be  as  exhaustive  and  complete  as  possible  in  all  the  branches 
appertaining  thereto. 

But  there  is  another  point  of  view  at  which  to  look  at  this 
matter,  and  that  is,  the  manner  in  which  such  works  are  dis- 
tributed. They  should  be  owned  by  medical  men  alone,  they 
should  not  be  sold  or  circulated  among  the  laity ;  they  should 
not  be  loaned  to  those  who,  by  any  means,  would  be  suspected 
of  making  an  ill  use  of  the  same.  It  is  herein,  we  conceive,  the 
mischief  lies. 

Of  the  body  of  the  book  nothing  need  be  8  3  id,  it  is  compre 
hensive,  takes  quite  an  extended  view  of  many  of  the  necessary 
subdivisions,  and  will,  no  doubt,  meet  with  as  large  a  circula- 
tion as  other  of  Dr.  Hale's  works. 
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The  "  Western  Homoeopathic  Observer,1'  appears  to-day  in  an 
entirely  new  dress,  and  under  new  auspices.  During  the  absence  of 
the  Editor,  Proprietor  and  Publisher  in  Europe,  the  Journal  fell  far 
short  of  what  it  should  have  been.  While  we  therefore  frankly  ack- 
nowledge our  short  comings,  we  at  the  same  time  assure  our  readers  and 
our  valuable  exchanges,  that  no  pains  shall  be  spared  to  render  our  paper 
worthy  of  their  attention  and  perusal.  We  beg  therefore  from  the  pro- 
fession a  part  of  their  support  both  from  purse  and  pen,  and  trust  they 
will  not  be  disappointed  in  their  bestowal.  The  editor  particularly 
requests  that  the  Surgeons  of  the  country  will  forward  reports  of  Sur- 
gical cases,  and  their  treatment ;  while  from  among  the  hundreds  of 
medical  practitioners  he  hopes  to  obtain  from  time  to  time  varied 
thoughts  and  experiences.  We  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  laying  before  our 
readers  "Translations"  and  '*  Foreign  notes"  as  well  as  our  home  articles, 
and  such  items  of  news  as  may  prove  interesting  and  instructive. 

It  had  been  our  intention  in  this  issue  to  have  given  some  account  of 
medical  matters  abroad,  but  severe  family  sickness,  and  the  loss  by  theft 
of  a  note  book  containing  the  jottings  of  a  whole  European  tour,  with 
statistics  and  deductions,  have  prevented  us.  From  memory  at  some 
future  time  such  matter  may  appear. 


This  Journal  will  be  issued  monthly,  and  contain  about  20  pages.  Com- 
munications, and  especially  correspondence,  must  be  written  on  one 
die  of  the  sheet  to  insure  publication. 


All  letters  on  the  business  affairs  of  the  Journal  must  be  directed  to 
H.  C.  G.  Luyties,  No.  806  North  Fifth  Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  All  com- 
munications for  publication,  must  be  forwarded  to  the  Editor,  No.  1418 
Washington  Avenue. 


THE  HAHNEMANNIAN  MONTHLY  FOIl  DECEMBER. 

We  feel  an  especial  interest  in  this  Journal  since  ft*  prmmt  Editor  has 
assumed  its  control.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  Inttfxlfidng  him  to 
father  JSsculapius,  and  cultivating  the  acquaintance  of  Iff*  two.    The. 
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rather  dictatorial  spirit  which  formerly  was  evident  in  the  pages  of  this 
Journal,  has  given  place  to  tempered  and  well  balanced  criticism,  while 
the  faithfulness  of  society  reports,  and  the  summary  of  news  are  most  ex 
cellently  arranged.  It  is  plain  to  see  that  the  Editor  devotes  much  time 
to  his  periodical,  and  we  wish  him  every  success. 


The  Ohio  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. — This  magazine,  is 
one  of  the  best  Western  periodicals,  and  is  conducted  with  enter- 
prise and  spirit;  there  is  always  something  to  be  learned  from  a  peru- 
sal of  its  pages,  and  its  tone  is  always  good.  Cleveland  is  doing  a 
good  work  for  Homoeopathy,  and  her  college  is  in  a  nourishing  condition 
There  has  lately  been  held  a  Fair  for  the  cause,  which  yielded  over 
$2,000.  We  are  glad  to  see  so  much  surgery  practically  taught  in  the 
Hospital,  and  from  the  number  of  the  surgical  performances,  the  students 
must  have  a  wide  held  for  study  and  observation.  We  shall  look  for  the 
Reporter  regularly  and  miss  it  when  it  does  not  come. 

The  New  England  Medical  Gazette  is  on  our  table  for  January,  and 
is  one  of  the  best  numbers  yet  issued.  It  contains  articles  from  some  of 
the  best  men  in  our  school  in  this  country,  as  Wesselhoeft,  Dunham  and 
Holcombe,  while  its  letters,  reports,  extracts  and  items  are  of  an  interest- 
ing character.  We  find  that  there  are  fifty-seven  homoeopathic  physicians 
in  Boston,  being  an  increase  of  one  hundred  per  cent  in  the  last  ten  years. 
There  are  two  homeopathic  societies  in  the  city  which  meet  semi-monthly, 
the  State  association  convening  once  every  year.  The  Homoeopathic  Dis- 
pensary has  been  in  successful  operation  for  ten  years,  and  has  at  the  pres- 
ent a  permanent  fund  of  $20,000.  This  is  decidedly  encouraging,  and  we 
wish  the  Homceopathists  of  the  "hub"  every  success. 

Our  other  exchanges  have  not  yet  been  received.  Please  mail  them 
direct  to  the  editor  of  the  Western  Homoeopathic  Observer. 


THIRTIETH   TRITUATIONS. 

As  the  higher  potencies  are  coming  into  very  general  use  in  the  western 
country,  it  may  not  l>e  amiss  to  remind  our  readers  that  Mr.  Luyties 
while  abroad,  procured  the  30th  trituiation  of  seventy  eight  medicines 
which  have  thus  far  given  entire  satisfaction.  We  have  always  been  more 
in  favor  of  dispensing  powders  than  liquids,  especially  at  those  seasons 
when  there  is  much  sediment  in  the  water,  and  therefore  are  glad  to  know 
that  reliable  articles  of  this  (30th)  potency,  may  be  obtained  in  powder 
form. 

The  preparation  of  each  successive  trituation  occupies  one  hour  and  a 
quarter,  and  its  manufacture  is  supervised  by  most  experienced  chemists. 
The  genuinenesss  of  these  potencies  is  undoubted. 
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NOTICE  TO  SUBSCRIBERS. 
In  lien  of  the  non-appearance  of  the  Obsbrver  for  several  months, 
during  the  absence  of  both  the  editor  and  publisher  from  this  city,  there 
will  be  mailed  to  thope  who  desire  it,  a  copy  of  Dr.  Ilclmnth's  Essay  on 
Cleft  Palate,  a  pamphlet  of  20  pages  and  10  colored  lithographic  plates: 
or  a  pamphlet  of  89  passes  containing  the  Annual  address  and  Report  of 
the  Bureau  of  Surgery  to  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  at  its 
nineteenth  se^ion.  Those  subscribers  who  desire  either  or  both  of  the 
above  will  address  the  publisher  of  this  journal,  enclosing  stamp. 

ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Dr.  M.  F.     Your  article  will  be  accepted. 

C.  A,  J.  We  are  much  indebted  to  you  for  your  contributions.  Write 
again. 

W.  S.  S.  If  you  will  write  a  detailed  account  of  the  disease  in  ques- 
tion, we  may  assist  you  in  the  selection  of  the  appropriate  medicine. 

Dr.  CriVRoK:  Parts.  The  Obsrrvkr.  will  be  forwarded  to  you  regular- 
ly from  the  present  number  and  we  shall  look  anxiously  for  the  proposed 
exchange. 

SrnsonrBER.  It  was  impossible  from  absence  to  be  more  prompt.  We 
have  endeavored  to  repair  the  irregularity.  From  this  date  you  may 
rely  on  the  regular  appearance  of  the  Observer. 

Dr.  G.  There  is  hnt  one  Homeopathic  Medical  College  in  this  city, 
and  that  is  in  successful  operation. 

Drs.  P.  W.  and  P.  If  you  will  correspond  with  the  Dean  or  Registrar 
of  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  Missouri,  you  will  receive  ail 
the  necessary  information  concerning  the  qualifications  for  graduation. 
An  early  application  should  be  made  as  the  session  is  verging  to  a  close. 

Dr.  C.  Your  article  is  inadmissible  for  many  reasons,  especially  be- 
cause of  its  personalities. 

Dr.  F.  A  new  preparation  of  Laohena  has  just  been  received.  It  is 
pronounced  by  Dr.  llering  to  l>e  genuine.  The  lowest  trit nation  which  is 
offered  for  sale  is  the  third.  It  can  be  had  at  the  publication  house  of 
this  journal,  No.  306  North  Fifth  Street. 

Dr.  B.  M.  Mr.  Boericke  advertises  a  new  epitome  which  he  is  about 
to  publish.  It  is  said  to  be  superior  in  many  respects  to  that  of  Curtis 
<fe  Lille ;  its  coat  is  $1.50. 

Dr.  C.  Of  the  several  visiting  lists  there  arc  Klmera,  Liudsay  and 
Blakiston,  Mosman's,  Butler's  and  others.  The  latter  is  the  most  com- 
plete and  more  serviceable  for  many  reasons.  In  reply  to  your  other 
query,  we  may  say  that  Prof  Comstock  has  invented  an  excellent  pair  of 
obstetrical  forceps.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  give  a  <nt  and  description  of 
them  in  our  next  number. 


Editorial. 
MRS.  HARDING'S  BANDAGES. 


We  have  already  noticed  Dr.  Banning's  Mechanical  Pathology  and 
Therapeutic*,  and  referred  to  the  treatment,  or  rather  the  accessory  treat- 
ment of  many  disorders  by  mechanical  support.  A  lady  of  St.  Louis 
has  devised  several  l>andages  which  are  most  excellent  in  certain  com- 
plaints, and  to  which  we  would  direct  the  attention  of  physicians.  By 
referring  to  the  diagrams,  i ;  will  be  seen  that  support  is  obtained  from  tlio 
shoulders  and  taken  meay  from  the  hipi,  which  is  a  special  and  admirable 
feature  in  the  apparatus.  Many  females  at  the  climacteric  have  pendent  or 
enlarging  alulmiieri  which  give  them  much  inconvenience  and  frequently 
actual  pain:  to  such,  fig.  1  a  especially  adapted : 

Fto.  1. 

A  A  represents  the  shoulder 
straps,  B  the  backbrace,  C 
the  rubber  straps  or  side  fast- 
enings, D  the  whalebone, 
which  holds  the  front  support 
firmly,  yet  is  sufficiently  yielding 
to  fit  the  form  nicely.  E  the 
side  pad  under  fastenings,  P  the 
elastic  in  the  front,  G  the  un- 
der straps  which  fasten  down 
or  hold  in  place  the  Supporter. 

In  persons  who  have  suffered 
from  frequent  miscarriages,  this 
support  is  very  necessary,  and 
for  females  towards  the  latter 
months  of  gestation  where  there 
is  unwieldiness  of  figure,  and 
sometimes  almost  inability  to 
move  on  account  of  great  size, 
this  bandage  is  really  a  comfort 
and  a  blessing. 

In  figure  2,  the  same  general  arrangement  is  noticed  as  in  fig.  1,  but  with 
the  difference  that  the  elastic,  P.  is  much  smaller,  and  that  firm  support 
is  given  to  the  lateral  abdominal  walls  by  plates  of  zinc,  represented  in 


Bandages. 


the  diagram  by  the  dotted  lines, 
II .  This  bandage  is  remarkably 
well  adapted  to  unmarried  females, 
and  to  those  suffering  from  pro- 
lapsus uteri. 

The  backbkace  11,  in  both  in- 
stances is  a  great  support  to  the 
lower  portion  of  the  vertebral  col- 
umn, and  together  with  the  action 
of  the  shoulder  straps,  and  the 
elastic  in  front  make  a  combination 
which  is  pleasant  to  the  wearer 
and  effective  for  the  purposes  for 
which  the  bandages  are  applied 
Mrs.  Harding  desires,  and  we  be- 
lieve is  meeting  with  all  the  suc- 
cess she  deserves  in  the  introduc- 
tion of  such  light,  easily  applied, 
and  effective  apparatus. 

The  above  bandages  are  for  sale  i 


LUYTIE8'  PHARMACY. 


FOR    SALE— A   BARGAIN. 


SECOND  TTABD 


The  following  named  books  have  been  but  little  used,  and  are  but 
slightly  damaged.  They  are  offered  at  greatly  reduced  prices.  To 
any  medical  student,  or  a  physician  desiring  to  furnish  a  library,  the 
opportunity  is  a  good  one.    Address  the  publisher  of  the  Observer  : 

What  to  Observe  at  the  Bedside 


Franklin's  Science  of  Surgery. 
Bumstead's  Venereal  Diseases. 
Hartmann's  diseases  of  Children. 
Fown's  Chemistry. 
Liebig's  Chemistry. 
Ramsbot ham's  Obstetrics. 
Helmuth's  Surgery. 

There  being  only  one  copy  of  each  of  the  above  works,  an  early 
application  is  necessary.  H.  C.  G.  Lurniea, 

80«  North  5th  St. 


and  after  Death  in  Medical  cases. 

Hale's  New  Remedies. 

Maclise's     Surgical    Anatomy, 
with  68  coloured  plates. 
|    Hull's  Jahr,  by  Snelbng,  Symptom- 
atology and  Repertory. 
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MEDICINE. 


DR  ARCHIBALD  REITH,  OF  ABERDEEN,  AND  HOMCEOPATHY. 


BY  J.   8.   DOUGLASS,    M.  D..   MILWAUKEE,   WIS. 


In  reading  the  current  Allopathic  literature  one  is  cheered 
and  encouraged  by  the  liberal  infusion  of  Homoeopathic  ideas. 
Our  ancient  and  slow-moving  brethren  are  making  a  series  of 
astounding  original  discoveries  of  long-established  Homoeopathic' 
truths.  If  they  are  the  first  in  the  Allopathic  school,  who  have 
announced  them,  they  are  claimed  as  original,  however  long 
they  may  boen  axioms  in  our  literature. 

"When  the  identity  of  their  teachings  with  those  of  Homoeop- 
athy is  too  palpable  to  escape  notice,  they  often  deem  it  neces- 
sary to  inform  their  brethren  that  they  are  not  Homoeopaths — 
not  they. 

An  article  in  tho  July  No.  of  Braithwaite,  from  the  pen  of  Dr. 
Archibald  Reith,  physician  to  the  Boyal  Infirmary  of  Aberdeen, 
so  well  illustrates  these  points,  and  withal  is  of  so  much  intrinsic 
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value,  that  I  feel  strongly  inclined  to  lay  it  before  the  profession 
at  least  its  more  important  parts.  He  opens  his  treatise  on  the 
use  of  Aconite  in  fever  by  the  following  announcement :  "In 
accordance  with  the  experiments  of  physiologists,  the  vaso- 
motor system,  when  paralyzed,  is  more  susceptible  of  stimuli 
than  in  the  natural  condition,  and  in  consequence  only  very  small 
doses  of  medicines  having  an  affinnity  for  the  affected  organ  are  re 
quired  to  contract  unduly  dilated  blood-vessels." 

He  insists  upon  the  double  action,  the  primary  and  secondary 
of  drugs,  which  he  asserts,  has  been  hitherto  entirely  overlook- 
ed. The  recognized  toxical  effects  of  some  drugs  are  due  to 
their  primary  action,  of  others  to  their  secondary.  The  ef- 
fects of  cold  and  Aeon,  are  analngous. 

He  says:  "  The  primary  effects  of  these  agents,  that  of  con- 
tracting the  blood-vessels  and  exciting  the  sympathetic  isso 
decided  and  prolonged  that  it  has  constituted  their  main  feature 
in  descriptions  of  their  properties.  Thus  the  recognized  physi- 
ological properties  of  cold  and  Aconite  are  due  to  their  primary 
action,  those  of  other  remedies  to  their  secondary.  It  is  easy  to 
see  what  confusion  this  has  introduced  into  therapeutics.  The 
double  action  of  drugs  has  been  entirely  disregarded;  in  some 
the  primary,  in  others  such  as  Aconite,  the  secondary  phenom- 
ena have  been  overlooked.  Both  these  actions,  however,  must 
be  taken  into  account  before  we  can  form  a  correct  estimate  of 
the  therapeutical  value  or  application  of  remedial  agents. 
The  chief  brunt  of  Aconite  falls  on  the  nerves  of  the  heart." 
/'If  we  could  suppose  Dr.  Richardson's  ether  spray  directed  on 
the  heart,  it  would  give  us  a  fair  idea  of  the  effect  of  Aconite 
upon  that  organ.  Its  mode  of  operation  seems  to  be,  to  cause 
excitement  of  the  cardiac  plexus  with  consequent  contraction 
of  the  blood-vessels  supplying  the  tissue  of  the  heart.  There 
is  a  diminution  of  blood  in,  and  a  decrease  of  the  vital  pro- 
perties of  that  organ.  Its  pulsations  become  less  frequent,  and 
may  fall  so  low  as  40  per  minute.  The  surface  of  the  body 
becomes  cold.''  '•  The  general  condition  of  the  patient  resem- 
bles the  collapse  of  cholera.  In  fact,  it  is  a  true  collapse  induced 
by  a  poison,  as  much  as  that  of  cholera.     The  sympathetic  sys- 
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tern  is  in  a  state  of  excitement  and  the  blood-vessels  in 
a  state  of  contraction.  If  a  moderate  dose  of  the  poison 
be  taken,  the  symptoms  are  those  of  the  chilly  stage  of  a  fever, 
a  less  advanced  degree  of  collapse.  These,  then,  are  the  recog- 
nized physiological  effects  of  Aconite  on  the  circulation.  The 
attention  of  observers  seems  to  have  been  arrested  at  this  stage. 
Any  further  phenomena,  characteristic  of  the  medicine,  appear 
to  have  been  totally  overlooked,  or  at  least  considered  unworthy 
of  special  notice.  Whereas,  the  truth  is,  that  the  subsequent 
manifestations  of  Aconite  on  the  circulation  are  equally  impor- 
tant with,  if  not  more  so,  than  than  those  just  mentioned. 
In  all  cases  of  collapse,  unless  the  influence  be.  strong 
enough  to  extinguish  life  in  that  stage,  there  is,  of  neces- 
sity, a  re-action  to  the  opposite  condition." 

'•  The  chilly  stage  of  a  fever  is  succeeded  by  the  fe- 
brile stage.  In  like  manner,  the  primary  symptoms  of 
Aconite  just  detailed  are  followed  by  a  corresponding  re- 
action. In  proportion  to  the  stimulus  exerted  upon  the  car- 
diac nerves,  more  or  less  paralysis  ensues.  The  blood-vessels 
of  the  heart  are  preternaturally  dilated,  more  blood  is  sent  to 
its  tissue,  and  there  is  a  consequent  increase  in  its  vital  proper- 
ties. The  pulsations  are  increased  in  frequency  and  strength, 
the  circulation  is  more  active,  and  there  is  consequently  a  febrile 
condition  present.  Had  our  nomenclature  been  consistent,  this 
Aconite  fever  shonld  have  been  regarded  as  the  physiological 
action  of  the  drug  and  brought  it  under  the  same  category  with 
other  medicines  whose  secondary  symptoms  have  been  con- 
sidered their  proper  physiological  manifestation.  If  these  du- 
plicate phenomena,  however,  be  admitted,  the  nomenclature  is 
of  little  importance.  Xow,  these  febrile  symptoms  exhibited 
by  Aconite,  though  acknowledged  by  the  profession,  are  never- 
theless practically  ignored.  They  are  never  mentioned  as  af- 
fording any  indication  of  its  therapeutical  application.  All  our 
ideas  of  Aconite  have  hitherto  been  confined  to  its  primary  ac- 
tion as  much  as  they  have  been  to  the  secondary  action  of  other 
medicines.  But,  in  possessing  a  double  property,  its  use  in 
disease  is  rendered  more  intelligible  and  accurate." 

44  The  secondary  action  of  Aconite  being  attended  with  dilata- 
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tion  of  the  cardiac  blood-vessels  and  quickened  circulation,  it 
follows,  that  in  accordance  with  the  views  formerly  expressed, 
it  should  prove  more  or  less  remedial  in  conditions  of  the  sys- 
tem where  such  dilatation  existed — the  dose  of  course,  being 
small  enough  to  induce  only  the  primary  effect.  The  febrile 
state  is  that  for  which  Aconite  is  specially  indicated.  And  herein 
is  exemplified  the  advantage  of  recognizing  the  double  proper- 
ties ol  medicines.  Aconite  viewed  solely  as  a  depressor  of  the 
hearts  action,  that  is  to  say,  a  stimulant  of  the  cardiac  plexus 
has  been  strongly  recommended  by  ^ome  physicians  in  various 
kinds  of  febrile  disorders.  But,  overlooking  the  secondary  action 
of  the  drug,  and  guided  only  by  its  primary,  they  have  pre- 
scribed it  on  the  principle  of  the  larger  the  dose  the  more  pow- 
erful the  effect.  The  experience  of  its  use  in  this  way  is  very 
diverse.  Sometimes  it  has  succeeded ;  but  it  has  often  failed , 
and  in  many  cases  dangerous  symptoms  have  occurred,  &c." 
He  submits  the  following  points  : 

1.  "The  secondary  action  of  Aconite  being  analagous  to  the 
febrile  state,  we  infer  that  it  will  prove  remedial  in  cases  of 
simple,  uncomplicated  fever  only. 

2.  The  effect  desired  being  to  produce  moderate  contraction 
of  the  cardiac  blood-vessels,  such  as  will  not  be  followed  by  un- 
due re-action,  the  dose  must  be  correspondingly  small,  &c." 

He  thinks,  correctly,  that  Aconite  is  not  curative  in  specific 
fevers  or  even  in  inflammatory  fevers,  "if  there  be  extensive 
local  lesion.  In  such  a  case,  the  medicine  acting  physiologi- 
cally on  the  affected  part  is  the  remedy  properly  indicated, 
whether  it  be  Belladonna  for  Meningitis,  Antimony  for  Pneumo- 
nia, or  Cantharides  for  Nephritis." 

On  the  question  of  dose,  (hear!  hear!)  he  makes  the  follow- 
ing annoucement :  "  Now,  I  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  follow- 
ing fundamental  axiom  of  therapeutics,  which  has  never,  so 
far  as  I  am  aware,  been  stated  before."  Now,  let  the  reader  be 
prepared  for  an  orlgnal  discovery  of  a  little  less  than  half  of  a 
long  established  Homoeopathic  truth.  It  is  this:  "Medicines 
whose  recognized  physiological  action  is  in  reality,  their  secondary 
manifestation,  when  indicated  by  their  pathology  as  proper  reme- 
dies for   a  particular   disease,  are  unsuitable  for,  and  injurious 
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in  that  disease  when  given  so  as  to  develope  the  physiological 
symptoms.19  We  said  a  little  less  than  half  a  truth,  for  it 
is  an  equally  well  established  truth,  that  "  medicines  whose  re- 
cognized physiological  action  is  in  reality,  their  primary  mani- 
festation," are  equally  injurious  "  when  given  so  as  to  develope 
the  physiological  symptoms,"  and  in  this  case  even  smaller  doses 
are  required.  He  thinks  that  Quinine,  and  other  remedies  often 
fail  and  fall  into  disrepute  from  disregard  of -this  axiom. 

The  author's  dose  of  Aconite  is  from  one  drop  to  one-quarter 
drop  of  the  tincture.  And  he  gives  three  cases  in  which  a  quar- 
ter drop  produced  uncomfortable  depression  of  the  circulation 
and  paralytic  weakness  of  the  left  arm. 

He  wonders  why  those  who  give  large  doses  of  Aconite  and 
other  drugs,  and  see  unpleasant  effects,  do  not  diminish  the  dose 
sufficiently  low  to  avoid  those  effects.  But  the  possibility  of 
reducing  the  dose  of  Aconite  below  a  quarter  drop  docs  not 
seem  to  have  occurred  to  him.  Or,  perhaps  so  great  a  reduction 
from  the  orthodox  standard  is  as  much  of  a  departure  as  ho 
dares  to  acknowledge  at  present.  And  lest  this  should  be 
deemed  to  approximate  suspiciously  near  to  a  Homoeopathic 
dose,  he  takes  the  pains  to  say,  that  it  is  after  all  much  nearer 
to  the  minimum  dose  of  the  orthodox  pharmacopoeia,  (five 
minims)  than  to  the  thousandth  or  millionth  of  a  drop  given  by 
Hahnemann.  He  sums  up  his  ideas  of  dose  thus:  "The  doses 
I  recommend  are  what  come  shprt  of  re-action,  whether  it  be 
20  grs.  of  Bromide  of  Potassium  or  one  quarter  of  a  drop  of 
tincture  of  Aconite."  And  then  adds:  "The  connexion  between 
this  and  infinitesimalism  is  certainly  very  slight."  We  add 
that  the  connexion  between  this  and  Homoeopathy  as  far  as 
dose  is  concerned,  is  so  close  as  to  render  them  identical. 

In  a  note  to  the  last  quotation  relating  to  dose,  he  says:  "I 
find  that  many  of  the  enlightened  and  intelligent  Homoeopathic 
practitioners  are  of  the  same  mind.  They  are  prepai-ed  to 
abandon  Hahnemann's  system  and  to  occupy  a  middle  posi- 
tion such  as  I  have  indicated  did  they  receive  encouragement 
from  our  side.  Would  it  be  too  great  a  concession  to  give  them 
that  encouragement.     We  are  fully  aware  that  Homoeopathy 
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contains  an  element  of  truth  :  shall  we  continue  to  reject  that 
element  merely  because  Hahnemman  buried  it  in  so  much  rub- 
bish? I  cannot  believe  so ;  and  I  think  that  the  recognition  of 
the  double  action  of  drugs  might  serve  as  a  basis  on  which  the 
two  opposing  schools  could  ultimately  be  reconciled — a  consum- 
mation devoutly  to  be  wished." 

Now  here  is  an  offer  from  a  respectable  source.  What  do  we 
say  to  it  ? 

If  we  understand  some  things  which  we  have  quoted  and 
some  others  which  we  have  not,  the  writer  admits  the  doctrine 
of  similars  and  only  sticks  at  the  infinitesimal  dose,  which, 
however,  he  admits  and  contends  must  always  be  small  enough 
not  to  produce  a  pathogenetic  effect,  or,  in  other  words,  medic- 
inal aggravation.  If  it  is  a  compromise  to  agree  to  this,  then 
wo  are  unequivocally  in  favor  of  the  compromise,  for  it  includes 
all  that  we  have  ever  taught  as  essential  to  Homoeopathy. 

Our  author  says  that  if  they  but  make  this  concession,  aud 
we  agree  to  it,  "the  present  Homoeopathic  system  won*  )t 
have  a  leg  left  to  stand  upon."  It  is  true  that  it  woulu  Ant 
have  a  leg  left  for  its  exclusive  use,  for  they  would  have  appro- 
priated  both  our  legs,  to  their  own  use.  So  mote  it  be.  We 
like  such  compromises. 

We  hope  all  Homoeopathic  and  Allopathic  physicians  will 
procure  the  July  No.  of  Braithwaite's  Retrospect,  and  read  care- 
fully the  whole  of  Dr.  Keith's  article,  beginning  at  page  258. 

Note  by  the  Editor, — We  need  not  inform  our  readers,  after  the  pe- 
rusal of  the  foregoing  valuable  paper,  that  Dr.  Reith  19  at  present  a  Ho- 
moeopathic physician.  Our  esteemed  colleague,  Dr.  Douglass,  plainly 
discerned  the  fact  while  perusing  the  paper  in  question.  A  pamphlet  by 
Dr.  Reith  on  "Homoeopathy,  its  nature  and  value,"  together  with  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Aberdeen  Medico  Chirurgical  Society,  has  excited  so  much  at- 
tention, both  in  the  medical  and  secular  press,  that  we  may  'be  pardoned 
for  giving  a  short  history  of  the  whole  affair.  Within  the  past  year,  Dr. 
Reith  published  three  papers  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal, 
on  the  "Therapeutical  action  of  medicines  in  dilated  conditions 
of  the  blood-vessels,"  which  are  reviewed  by  Dr.  Douglass.  Dr.  Reith 
states  that  he  arrived  at  the  deductions  already  given,  from  a  careful 
study  of  the  works  of  Trousseau,  Claude  Bernard  and  Brown  Sequard. 
These  papers  were  read  before  the  Mert»™  ^hirnrgical  Society.    The  reg- 
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ular  moans  in  conclave  assembled,  sat,  listened,  applauded  and  returned 
thanks  to  Dr.  Reith  for  his  "valuable  contributions."  Eminent  physi- 
cians wrote  commendatory  letters  to  him  on  the  scientific  nature  of  his 
essays  and  encouraged  him  to  proceed  in  his  investigations ;  endorsed  his 
opinions  and  thus  his  reputation  rose  rapidly  in  the  estimation  of  his  con- 
freres. Dr.  Reith  was  physician  to  the  Royal  Aberdeen  Infirmary,  he  in- 
troduced there  with  success  that  mode  of  practice,  which  had  been  so  high- 
ly extolled  by  his  society,  and  medicines  were  prescribed  in  the  institution 
which  were  known  to  be  those  which  were  used  by  Homoeopathic  physi- 
cians. Then,  and  not  till  then,  was  it  perceived  that  "Homoeopathy"  was 
at  the  basis  of  Dr.  Reith's  opinions  and  practice,  and  the  usual  routine  at 
once  proceeded.  The  members  of  the  society  desired  his  name  to  be 
stricken  from  the  roll,  and  that  he  be  removed  from  his  position  in  the 
Infirmary.  A  formal  communication  was  laid  before  the  managers  of  the 
institution,  stating  that  in  the  event  of  Dr.  Reith's  re-election,  all  the 
medical  officers  would  "resign  in  a  body," — and  other  steps  taken  for  his 

* 

removal  by  the  very  same  "regular"  gentlemen  who  had  returned  thanks 
to  him  for  his  papers  on  the  "Therapeutical  action  of  medicines  in  dilated 
conditions  of  the  blood-vessels."  They,  they  who  professed  to  know  "all 
about  Homoeopathy,"  who,  no  doubt  had  informed  their  patients  "that 
the  system  was  all  humbug,"  never  discerning  the  truths  they  were  ap- 
plauding, till  by  accident,  as  it  were,  they  discovered  that  a  few  drugs, 
and  in  doses  rather  below  those  allowed  by  the  British  Pharmacopoeia 
were  introduced  into  the  Infirmary,  which  drugs  were  used  by  Homoeo- 
pathic physicians ;  then  not  regarding  the  exhibition  of  their  own  ignor- 
ance of  Homoeopathy,  or  their  previous  words  of  encouragement  to  Dr. 
Reith,  they  proceed  with  the  characteristic  steps  of  expulsion  and  re- 
moval ;  actions  which  we  have  seen  in  this  country  over  and  over  again  J 
which  the  Faculty  of  the  Michigan  University  are  essaying  at  the  present 
time,  and  which  were  enacted  in  this  city  by  those  connected  with  St. 
Luke's  hospital.  The  usual  correspondence  followed ;  facts  and  figures  on 
the  side ;  on  the  other,  refusal  to  investigate,  refusal  to  argue  the  point, 
refusal  to  answer  the  most  simple  questions,  refusal  to  understand  every 
proposition,  except  one,  the  removal  of  Dr.  Reith  from  the  society  and 
the  Infirmary  together.  This  provoked  the  publication  of  Dr.  Reith's 
pamphlet  on  "Homoeopathy,  its  nature,  and  relative  value."  In  which 
he  states  very  forcibly  the  manner  in  which  he,  unwittingly  became 
aware  of  the  truth  of  the  system,  and  which  has  been  reviewed  by  the 
journals  of  our  school. 

The  foreign  medical  periodicals  contain  very  many  articles  concerning 
this  whole  matter,  and  we  take  the  liberty  of  setting  before   our  readers 
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some  extracts  from  a  most  excellent  review  in  the  Monthly  Review,  the 
Homoeopathic  World,  and  other  papers. 
In  one  of  his  letters,  Dr.  Reith  says  : 

"You  ask  me  to  reconsider  my  views  for  the  sake  of  my  own  profess- 
ional status,  and  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  y*»u  from  the  delicate  posi- 
tion in  which  you  say  I  place  you.  If  my  professional  status  can  be 
maintained  only  at  the  expense  of  truth,  I  can  afford  to  let  it  go.  But 
you  must  remember  that  the  position  you  now  occupy  is  entirely  self- 
assumed,  and  that  I  acquit  myself  ot  every  responsibility  in  connection 
therewith.  The  consequences,  which  you  will  doubtless  regret,  must  lie 
on  your  own  heads.  Your  so-called  delicate  position  arises  from  the  cir- 
cumstance that  you  have  not  had  the  moral  courage  to  say  "no11  to  that 
spirit  of  intolerance  which  has  been  the  bane  of  the  medical  profession 
from  the  earliest  era  of  its  history. 

"Before  you  send  this  correspondence  to  the  managers  of  the  Infirmary, 
I  must  ask  you  in  honor  to  answer  the  following  questions: — 

1.  "  Have  you  carefully  studied  the  subject  of  Homoeopathy,  go  as  to 
be  well  acquainted  with  its  principle  and  mode  of  application  ? 

2.  u  After  such  careful  study,  have  you  put  the  system  to  a  lengthened, 
impartial,  systematic,  practical  trial,  so  as  to  able  to  form  an  opinion  on 
its  merits  ?" 

44  In  common  fairness  I  trust  you  will  not  hesitate  to  give  me  satisfac- 
tion on  these  points." 

In  another : 

44  My  colleagues  also  decline,  for  trival  reasons,  to  give  me  satisfaction 
on  the  two  questions  I  propounded  to  them.  Medical  men  are  only  too 
glad  to  lay  hold  on  anything  which  may  blacken  and  discredit  Homoeop- 
athy ;  and  had  my  colleagues  been  able  to  answer  my  questions  in  the 
affirmative,  it  would  have  given  them  much  pleasure  to  do  so.  There 
can  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  that  they  never  studied  Homoeopathy,  nor  put 
it  to  a  practical  trial.  In  these  circumstances  they  condemn  me  unheard, 
and  presume  to  disapprove  of  principles  and  practices  which,  confessed- 
ly, they  are  in  complete  ignorance  of." 

The  following  remarks  we  take  from  the  "Homeopathic  World?  for 
January : 

HOMCeOFATIIY    AND  THE     ABERDEEN   ROYAL  INFIRMARY—  MEETING  OF 

Managers  and  Rejection  of  Dr.  Reith.— On  December  14th  ult.,  a 
quarterly  general  court  of  the  president  and  managers  of  this  institution 
was  held.  As  the  question  of  Dr.  Keith's  dismissal  from  the  medical  staff 
for  having  practised  Homoeopathy  was  to  be  discussed,  there  was  an  unu- 
sual number  of  managers  present.  As,  however,  the  whole  subject  had 
been  referred  to  two  consulting  physicians  of  the  Institution,  they,  of 
course,  decided  against  Dr.  (Reith ;  and  while  all  the  other  officers  were 
re-elected,  he  was  not.  Indeed,  the  managers  were  almost  driven  to  the 
course  they  adopted,  for  the  medical  officers  had  threatened  to  strike  en 
masse  if  the  practice  of  Homoeopathy  were  at  all  permitted  in  the  Infir- 
mary. Dr.  Reith's  position  is  thus  stated  by  himself,  and  shonlri,  we 
think,  have  satisfied  the  Governors: 
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41 1.  As  a  duly-qualified  Physician,  I  consider  that  I  am  at  liberty  and 
entitled  to  exercise  my  free  and  independent  judgement  in  prescribing 
.such  medicines,  and  in  such  quantities  as,  from  practical  expeiience,  I  be- 
lieve to  be  most  likely  to  give  relief  to  the  sufferers. 

"  2.  I  have  found,  after  much  study  of  the  subject,  and  practical  test 
da  numerous  cases,  that  the  certain  medicines  known  to  the  profession  as 
Homoeopathic,  are  much  more  speedy  and  effective,  where  applicable,  than 
the  ordinary  officnial  preparations  in  the  usual  doses. 

44  3.  I  have,  therefore  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  both  in  my  private 
practice  and  in  the  Hospital,  availed  myself  of  those  medicines  in  cases 
where  they  seemed  to  me  to  be  suitable,  and  with  the  most  satisfactory 
results.'" 

The  suggestion  of  Mr.  Fordyce,  M.  P.,  to  set  apart  wards  for  patients 
-who  prefered  to  be  treated  Homoeopathically,  was  rejected  by  the  doctors, 
although  it  might  have  been  thought  to  offer  a  fair  opportunity  to  prove 
Homoeopathy  a  delusion,  if  such  it  were.  The  whole  onus  of  the  dismissal 
of  Dr.  Reith  was  entirely  on  his  medical  colleagues,  for  the  opposition 
came  from  the  College. 

The  Ediribury  Daily  Review  of  Dec.  loth  thus  impartially  records  the 
proceedings  of  the  Managers :  * 

-' Those  who  are  familiar  with  Scottish  ecclesiastical  history  are  aware 
that  "  the  Aberdeen  Doctors,"  long  ago,  acquired  an  unenviable  notoriety. 
They  hive  found  worthy  successors  in  the  doctors  of  the  Aberdeen  Infirmary. 
We  referred  the  other  day  to  the  controveriy  which  had  arison  among  the 
medical  attendance  of  that  institution.  Dr.  Reith  had  cured  some 
patients,  it  would  appear,  in  a  manner  which  was  not  orthodox.  He  had 
treated  them  in  Homoeopathic  fashion,  and  was  bold  enough  to  defend  his 
conduct  when  challenged  by  his  professional  brethren.  The  consequence 
has  been  that  the  other  medical  visitors  of  the  Infirmary  informed  the 
Managers  that  they  would  resign  in  a  body  if  they  continued  Dr.  Reith  in 
his  situation;  and  the  Managers,  at  their  meeting  yesterday,  resolved,  by 
a  majority,  to  relieve  Dr.  Reith  from  his  duties  A  judicious  proposal 
was  made  by  Mr.  Fordyce,  M.  P.,  that  there  should  be  Homoeopathic 
■wards  in  the  Infirraarv ;  but  this  would  not  have  satisfied  the  doctors, 
and  the  managers — the  majority  of  them — probably  felt  that  they  were  in 
a  manner  constrained  to  sacrifice  Dr.  Reith  to  the  prejudices  of  the  other 
doctors.  On  the  comparative  merits  of  Allopathy  and  Homoeopathy  we 
say  nothing;  but  it  is  certainly  a  very  strong  and  offensive  proceeding  to 
extrude  a  medical  man  of  good  standing  from  the  service  of  a  charatable 
institution  because  he  believes  he  has  fallen  upon  a  more  effectual  curative 
system  than  that  in  which  he  has  been  trained." 

We  cannot  do  better  in  conclusion  than  to  insert  here  an  extract  from 
a   most    excellent   leader   in  the  Monthly  Homoeopathic  Review,  styled 

<iRETn08PICIEKS.v 

"  In  Aberdeen  a  hot  controversy  has  proceeded  during  the  last  few 
weeks,  the  details  of  which  have  been  so  recently  given  to  our  readers 
that  we  need  but  notice  them  en  passant.  A  reference  to  our  report  of 
the  Aberdeen  Medico-Chirurgical  Society,  given  on  another  page,  will 
'show  that  the  attempt  made  to  expel  Drs.  Reith  and  Dyce  Brown  on  ac- 

*F<jiu'  Letters  on  Iloinaopathy,  <tc.    By  Alkxaxdkk  Habvey  M.  D.    Aberdeen:  Wyllio 
A  Son.     18  !8.    P.  4. 
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count  of  their  having  expressed  a  faith  in  homoeopathy,  practically  failed. 
This,  too,  is  a  result  of  the  greatest  importance.  A  few  years  ago  and 
such  a  motion  would  scarcely  have  elicited  discussion,  iind  would  have 
been  passed  without  the  slightest  opposition ! 

"  Of  the  effort  to  remove  Dr.  Reith  from  the  post  of  physician  to  the 
Infirniany,  on  the  ground  of  his  having  introduced  the  practice  of 
homoeopathy  into  its  wards,  we  elsewhere  record  the  successful  issue.  To 
the  medical  faculty  of  the  city  the  result  will  doubtless  afford  much  mat- 
ter for  congratulation.  But  what  is  the  nature  of  the  rejoicing  where- 
with these  Aberdeen  doctors  of  medicine  will  rejoice?  It  is  the  rejoicing- 
of  the  coward  who  has  successfully  evaded  a  contest.  The  rejoicing  of 
the  man  who  has  escaped  from  the  power  of  his  superior  in  strength,  in 
skill,  and  in  resources.  Of  all  cowards,  few  are  so  mean  and  paltry  as  a 
very  large  proportion  of  allopathic  practitioners,  when  brought  lace  to 
face  with  homoeopathy.  But  what  shall  we  say  of  the  man  wl*o,  having 
challenged  his  antagonist  to  "  a  stand  up  fight,"  who  has  pleaded  for 
"fair  play  on  both  sides/'*  takes  the  first  opportunity  of  getting  out  of 
his  reach !  Such  is  the  position  of  Dr.  Harvey.  We  do  not  mean  to- 
assert  that  he  believes  homoeopathy  to  be  true.  The  u  Four  Letters  on 
HorruBojxtf, hy"  prove  clearly  enough  that  practically  he  knows  nothing,  and 
theoretically  but  very  little  about  the  matter.  But  he  knows  perfectly 
well,  that  the  existence  of  evidence  so  abundant  in  amount,  so  uniform 
in  character,  and  so  varied  in  its  sources,  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  the 
theory  of  the  merely  negative  value  of  homoeopathy.  Dr.  Harvey  can- 
not fail  to  be  well  assured  that,  where  so  much  smoke  is,  some  fire  must 
be.  He  has  a  shrewd  suspscion  that,  side  by  side  with  his  own  practice 
in  the  Infirmary,  Dr.  ReittTs  (being  largely  homoeopathic)  would  show  re- 
sults which  his  (being  allopathic)  could  not  approach.  He  remembers 
Tessier !  He  knows  full  well  how  mortifying,  how  galling  to  his  allo- 
pathic colleagues,  was  Tessicr's  success  as  compared  with  theirs.  To 
escape  the  dilemma  the  physicians  of  StMarguerite  fell  into  when  Tessier 
was  retained  there,  was  therefore  a  matter  ot  prime  necessity  to  the  repu- 
tation of  Drs.  Harvey  and  Smith.  To  effect  it  was  only  possibly  by  act- 
ting  after  the  fashion  of  Manchester  bricklayers  or  Sheffield  grinders  who, 
when  they  want  to  accomplish  some  trade  advantage,  avail  themselves  of 
the  opportunity  presented  to  them  of  enforcing  their  demands  by  their 
employers  having  large  contracts  on  hand,  with  a  heavy  penalty  attached 
to  nou-completion  within  a  specified  time.  They  know  the  employers 
must  yield  to  them,  however  unjust,  however  ruinous  may  be  their  claims. 
Dr.  Harvey  and  his  allopathic  colleagues  theatened  to  resign  rather  than 
expose  themselves  to  the  risk  of  having  the  mortality  and  duration  of 
illness  in  their  wards  compared  with  Dr.  Reith's !  They  felt  confident 
that,  though  the  managers  might  desire  to  retain  Dr.  Reith's  services,  yetr 
rather  than  inconvenience  the  proceedings  of  the  medical  school,  they 
would  sacrifice  him.  On  this  they  traded.  "  Ready,  aye,  ready"  may  be 
the  motto  of  the  physicians  of  the  Aberdeen  Infirmary,  but  unlike  the 
celebrated  regiment  whose  watchword  it  is,  their  readiness  is  not  to  fight, 
but  to  slink  away ;  not  to  enact  the  man,  but  to  play  the  coward ;  not  to 
display  their  confidence  in  the  declarations  they  have  made,  but  to  showr 
in  the  plainest  manner  imaginable,  how  much  they  doubt  them.  The 
cowardice  exhibited  by  the  medical  officers  of  the  Aberdeen  Royal  Infir- 
mary in  threatening  to  withdraw  their  services  from  the  managers  in 
case  of  Dr.  Reith's  being  accepted,  is  a  cowardice  of  the  meanest,  the 
basest,  the  most  repulsive,  character.  Such  cowardice  as  is  involved  in 
conduct  of  this  kind,  is  met  with  nowhere,  save  among  allopathic  practi- 
tioners of  the  Aberdeen  type.  In  any  other  body  of  men  so  depraved  a 
morale  is  unknown.1'  v 
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CHOOSE  THE  RIGHT  REMEDY  AND  THEN  PERSIST. 


BY  T.  S.  VERDI,  M.  D.,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 


Moral  courage  is  an  important  element  for  the  success  of  the 
physician. 

Illustration!  Miss  Jennie  Poe,  daughter  of  George  Poe,  of 
Georgetown,  D.  C,  a  descendent  of  Edgar  Poe,  a  young  lady 
of  18,  of  brunette  complexion,  tall,  slender,  and  emaciated  to  a 
shadow. 

Her  Story  :  "  I  have  been  sick  for  five  years,  for  five  years 
have  I  not  known  an  hour  without  pain.  The  suffering  is  con- 
stant, although  I  have  paroxysms  when  the  pain  is  frightful. 
These  paroxysms  will  begin  at  the  nape  of  the  neck  and  run 
down  my  back  to  its  very  end.  They  were  formerly  com- 
paratively rare,  but  now  they  return  five  or  six  times  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  My  father  has  consulted  the  most  noted  physicians 
of  Washington,  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Boston. 
I  have  regularly  taken  all  their  potions  and  have  faithfully 
carried  out  their  advice.  One  recommended  "traveling  by  sea." 
I  traveled  by  sea,  until  I  thought  I  would  never  see  land  again. 
Another,  that  I  should  "  travel  by  land ;"  I  traveled  by  land 
until  I  thought  I  might  just  as  well  die  of  the  disease  as  of 
being  jarred,  knocked  and  crushed  to  atoms.  One  advised  that 
I  should  spend  a  winter  in  the  South  ;  I  did.  I  spent  one  whole 
winter  in  Florida. 

"For  four  years  I  have  taken  medicine;  stayed  at  home  wrap- 
ped in  silk,  raw  cotton,  or  flannel ;  went  to  Newport  to  take 
sea-bathing;  changed  climates  by  sea  and  land,  according  to  the 
advice  of  eminent  physicians,  but  I  never  felt,  in  the  remotest 
degree  relieved ;  on  the  contrary,  I  slowly  but  steadily  grew 
worse,  until  now  I  am  in  excruciating  pain  all  the  time,  and  my 
right  side  is  nearly  paralyzed.  I  cannot  read,  because  my  right 
eye  pains  me;  I  cannot  write  because  my  hand  pains  me;  I 
cannot  walk  because  my  foot  pains  me :  I  cannot  lie  down,  be- 
cause my  back-bone  pains  me.  I  have  been  sitting  in  this  chair 
night  and  day  for  the  last  six  months,  studying  every  change  of 
position  that  would  give  me  the  least  relief." 
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"Two  years  ago  my  menses  left  me ;  my  appetite  is  miserable. 
For  the  last  year  I  have  given  up  medicine  and  doctors,  for 
sensible  people  said  "  leave  it  to  nature."  Nature  failed — the 
Doctors  failed.  Mr.  Eichard  Smith,  my  fathers's  friend,  insists 
I  shall  try  Homoeopathy;  he  recommended  you.  Your's  is  the 
last  advice  I  shall  follow." 

My  Story  :  I  was  very  sorry  I  was  called  in.  Mr.  Poe  is  an 
eminent  and  well-known  citizen  of  this  community.  His  daugh- 
ter's case  is  well-known.  The  case  is  a  most  unpromising  one  ; 
I  almost  despair  of  success  in  the  beginning.  The  Allopaths 
will  sing  my  defeat — the  skeptics  will  laugh  at  my  attempt. 

I  felt  that  egotism  was  frightening  me  ;  an  effort  of  the  will, 
and  the  fear  was  gone.  "I  must  treat  her,  succeed  or  fail.  A 
beautiful  human  being  of  eighteen  given  up  in  despair — no f 
Sink  or  swim,  duty  calls,  I  will  follow  !" 

Reflections  on  Diagnosis. — Neuralgia  of  the  neurilemma  of 
the  ganglia  and  efferent  nerves  of  the  right  side. 

Keplections  on  Symptomatology. — Kali  Hydriodicum;  Fer- 
rum. 

Administration  op  Remedies. — Kali  Ifyd.,  3d  doeimal,  four 
times  a  day  for  one  week,  three  grain  doses.  Iron  by  Hydrogen, 
two  grain  doses,  three  times  a  day. 

Regimen. — Generous  diet. 

1st.  week. — Her  Story:    No  better. 

My  Story  :  Continue  the  same. 

2nd  weok. — Her  Story  :  No  better. 

My  Story  :  Continue  the  same. 

3d  week. — Her  Story  :  No  better. 

My  Story  :  The  same  medicine.    [In  square  vials.'] 

4th  week. — Her  Story  :  No  better. 

My  Story  :  Continue  the  same. 

5th  week. — Her  Story  :  No  better. 

My  Story  :  The  same  Kali  Hyd.    [Changed  into  a  solution.'] 

6th  week :  Her  Story  :  Her  menses  appear,  pain  the  same. 

My  Story  :  Continue  the  same. 

7th  week :  Her  Story  :  Thinks  the  paroxysms  less  severe 
and  less  often. 

My  Story:  Continue  the  same ;  [changed  label] 
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8th  week. — Heb  Story  :  Slight  improvement  continued. 

My  Stoby  :  Continue  the  same. 

9th  week. — Her  Story:  Has  had  a  relapse,  but  is  better  now. 

My  Story  :  Change  of  the  weather ;  continue  the  same  [in  a 
blue  bottle.'] 

10th  week. — Her  Story  :  Menses  reappear;  attempt  to  walk ; 
can  hold  a  book  in  her  right  hand. 

My  Story  :  Continue  the  same. 

11th  to  15th  week. — Her  Story  :  Continues  improving : 
appetite  good  ;  can  read  fifteen  minutes  without  pain  in  the 
right  eye ;  can  write  a  short  note ;  can  lie  in^  bed  two  hours. 

My  Story  :  Continue  the  same. 

15th  to  19th  week. — Her  Story  :  Walks  in  the  garden ;  goes 
three  and  four  days  without  pain  ;  functions  regular. 

My  Story  :  Continue  the  same,  [vial  in  silver  foil.'] 

30th  to  40th  week, — Her  Story  :  Takes  short  drives ;  has 
had  no  pain  for  three  weeks. 

My  Story:  Perfect!  Continue  the  same. 

50th  week. — Her  Story  :  Has  walked  from  her  house  to  the 
Capitol,  (one  mile  and  a  half,)  has  heard  a  long  debate  in  the 
Senate ;  has  returned  home  walking,  as  "hungry  as  a  wolf." 

My  Story  :  Gontinue  the  same. 

18th  month. — Our  Story  :  Scene  at  a  party.  Lively  music. 
Feet  wouldn't  keep  quiet.  "  Let  us  have  a  dance,"  and  there 
goes  patient  and  doctor,  whirling  around,  forgetful  of  pains  and 

drugs. 

Finale. — Her  Story  :  "  Doctor,  you  have  cheated ;  you  never 
changed  the  medicine,  although  you  changed  the  vials" 

My  Story  :  "  Hope  you  will  always  be  cheated  in  the  same 
way." 


HOMOLOPATHT  IN  RUSSIA. 


The  daily  press  and  some  of  the  old  school  medical  journals 
have  lately  been  much  exercised  about  Homoeopathy  having 
been  prohibited  in  Eussia,  through  an  imperial  xjkas  which 
also    states    that    its    adherents,    who    should    continue    to. 
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practice  Homoeopathy  in  tlie  Empire,  would  be  fined  five 
hundred  rubels  and  transportation  of  two  years  to  Sibe- 
ria. The  statement  was  so  absurd  and  the  falsehood  so 
malicious,  that  the  Homoeopathic  profession  in  this  coun- 
try paid  but  little  attention  to  this  grossly  compounded  Allo- 
pathic fiction.  It  is  somewhat  of  a  mystery  in  whom,  or  from 
whom  the  absurd  statement  originated,  for  none  of  the  Allo- 
pathic journals  cite  any  authority.  The  Courier  medical,  and 
Vienna  Allg.  Med.  Zeitung,  published  the  statement,  without 
giving  to  their  readers  the  source  of  their  authority,  and  these 
journals  claim  to  be  respectable,  (?)  perhaps  they  are. 

The  foreign  Homoeopathic  journals  and  the  daily  press  have, 
by  means  of  facts  and  figures  succeeded  in  convincing  the  pub- 
lic and  the  old  school  physicians,  that  there  was  no  truth  what- 
ever in  the  above  mentioned  statement  and  that  it  was  false  in 
every  particular ;  and,  also,  that  it  is  in  fact,  an  insult  to  the 
Eussian  Government.  Uut  the  most  demonstrative  fact,  that 
Homoeopathy  is  not  only  not  prohibited,  but  is  constantly  gain- 
ing ground,  and  receives  still  greater  sanction  from  the  impe- 
rial realm,  is  founded  on  the  following  :  "  The  ministry  of  the 
interior  has  granted,  in  the  face  of  the  violent  opposition  from 
the  medical  commission,  a  constitutional  organization  of  the 
Homoeopathic  physicians  of  St.  Petersburg."  This  action  of  the 
ministry,  in  opposition  to  the  advice  of  the  medical  commission, 
speaks  louder  than  any  other  sign  of  recognition  of  Homoeopathy, 
which  is  really  favored  by  all  classes  of  the  Empire.  How 
about  500  rubels  fine  and  transportation  to  Siberia  ? 

Dr.  Bojanus  writes  under  date  of  29th  Oct.  1868,  from  Mos- 
kow,  to  the  Allg.  Horn.  Zeitung,  Leipsic,  that  the  Constitution 
of  the  Homoeopathic  medical  society  of  St.  Petersburg,  was 
published  in  the  Eussian  Gazette  (Pycckia  Bbaomocth,)  No. 
216,  6—18  Oct.  1868.  The  Constitution  is  before  us,  and  is 
a  liberal  document;  in  tact,  as  liberal  and  of  the  same  pattern, 
as  the  Constitutions  of  medical  associations  are  in  this  country. 
Will  our  Allopathic  journals  please  publish  the  above  iacts. 

We  also  may  mention  here  that  part  of  a  hospital  in  Warsaw, 
has  been  assigned  to  a  Homoeopathic  physician,  and  last,  but 
not  least,  a  Central  Homoeopathic  Pharmacy  has  been  sanctioned 
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and  opened  in  Warsaw.  This  latter  being  a  very  important  con- 
cession to  Homoeopathy ;  for  our  old  school  friends  know  well, 
that  the  granting  of  privileges  for  Apothecaries  and  Pharma- 
cies, depends  upon  Imperial  and  Royal  favors  in  the  old  world. 
In  this  connection,  we  may  mention  that  Dr.  Charge,  in  Paris, 
wrote  a  most  able  article  in  his  Bibliotheque  Horn,  of  Oct.  15th, 
on  this  Allopathic  (Russian)  falsehood,  and  it  behooves  us  all, 
to  use  our  influence  to  bring  the  facts  before  the  public,  since 
our  enemy  is  unscrupulous  and  malicious  in  his  attacks.         J. 
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Translated  from  foreign  journals  for  the  Western  Homceopathic  Observer. 


Liquor  natri  hypochlorosi,  is  strongly  recommended  by  Dr. 
Fraenkel  as  an  injection  in  gonorrhoea,  especially  the  chronic 
(3ii:  3vi.)  In  acute  eases  more  diluted,  (31.)  once  or  twice  a 
day." 

Ergotin,  dysentery. — Dr.  Gros  treated  44  cases  of  dysentery 
with  ergotin,  of  which  number  he  lost  only  one.  He  uses  the 
remedy  with  starch  as  an  injection,  12  or  15  grains  for  one  enema, 
and  gives  it  internally  an  an  emulsion.  Also  in  chronic  diar- 
rhoea, he  found  it  of  great  benefit,  and  especially  in  children. 
The  tenesmus  and  prolapsus  ani  which  so  frequently  accompa- 
nies diarrhoea  in  children  is  generally  very  much  relieved  after 
the  enemas  of  ergotin. 

Cyanvret.  mercur.  has  been  found  a  valuable  remedy  in 
Diphtheritic.  Dr.  Vinci's,  of  Dresden,  has  treated  a  large  num- 
ber of  cases  of  the  disease  with  from  the  6-30th  cent,  dilution,  with 
the  best  results.  The  poisonous  effects  of  thecyanuret,  resembled 
the  pathological  condition  of  Diphtheritis,  as  demonstrated  in 
the  cases  of  five  persons  of  various  ages,  who  were  pois- 
oned by  that  drug. 

Dr.  V.  cites  a  number  of  very  interesting  and  indeed  most  se- 
rious cases  of  Diphtheritis,  among    which,  was  that  of  his  own 
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child,  a  boy  seven  years  of  age ;  the  case  had  resisted  all  the  fnr- 
dicated  remedies,  until  Dr.  Beck  reminded  him  of  the  casee 
poisoned  with  cyanuret  mere.  The  remedy  was  at  once  admin- 
istered and  the  result  to  his  great  joy  was  most  favorable.  Since 
that  period,  he  has  had  much  experience  with  it,  and  to  his 
greatest  satisfaction.  He  earnestly  recommends  it  to  the  pro- 
fession.* 


Reviews  of  New  Books. 


A  SYSTEMATIC  TREATI8E  ON   ABORTION   AND   STERILITY,   by    B.    M. 

Hale,  M.D.,  late  professor  of  Mat  Medica  and  Therapeutics 

in  the  Hahnemann  Med.  College  of  Chicago,  etc.,  etc..  etc.. 

Second    edition — revised:    C.  S.  Halsey,  147  Clark    street,. 

Chicago.     (From  the  author.) 

Since  the  last  edition  of  this  work  was  issued,  only  two  years* 
ago,  under  the  title  of  a  'Treatise  upon  Abortion,'  the  demand  and 
sale  of  the  work  has  been  so  great,  as  to  induce  the  author  to* 
issue  a  revised  and  improved  edition,  and  bring  the  treatment 
up  to  the  requirements  of  the  present  day.     Numerous  addi- 
tions and  revisions  have  been  added,  largely  increasing  the  size 
of  the  work.     The  article   in  the  first  edition  upon  "obstetric 
abortion,"  has  been  omitted.      The  author  says  in  his  preface 
(the  article  above  named)  "was  written  for  physicians — for  pure 
minded,  and  honorable  men — but  the  information  therein  con- 
tained has  probably  been  prostituted  to  bad  purposes  by  immora 
physicians."    Dr.  Hale  in  treating  upon  abortion   \\x\n  divided 
the  subject  into  four  parts. 

Part  i,  Statistics  of  Abortion. 
Part  11,  Etiology  of  Abortion. 
Part  in,  Generation. 
Part  rv,  Treatment  of  Abortion. 

The  portion  of  this  work  devoted  to  abortion,  occuph-H  259 

•In  a  future  nnraber  we  will  lay  a  few  of  Dr.  V's  cases  before  tin*  v**<\*t*  »»f  .I*  <Mi- 
eerter.  i 


pages,  and  really  contains  a  mass  of  valuable  i  formation,  im- 
portant and  essential  to  the  medical  student  as  well  as  instruc-  * 
tion  to  the  skilled  practitioner.  The  chapter  upon  ulceration 
of  the  os  and  cervix  uteri  is  particularly  instructive  and  practi- 
cal. The  pure  symptomatologist  who  ignores  pathological  con- 
ditions will  find  himself  sadly  disappointed  when  he  undertakes 
to  cure  ulceration  of  the  os  uteri  by  selecting  his  remedies  from 
the  subjective  symptoms  alone.  Those  physicians  who  insist 
upon  such  a  course  have  never  had  the  advantages  of  an  exten- 
sive medical  experience.  Dr.  Hale  very  boldly  recommends 
medicines  to  be  applied  locally  to  the  os  am  w.«»rvix  uteri ;  in 
speaking  of  engorgement,  induration  or  hypertrophy  of  the  neck 
the  womb,he  recommends  injections  of  cool  aconite  or  calendula 
water,  which  with  belladonna,  cimicifuga,  mitchella,  sabina,  and 
aquaphobin  he  says  arq  quite  sufficient  for  its  removal. 

This  statement  we  object  to,  as  enth^ely  too  positive;  where 
the  above  remedies  fail  and  especially  when  chronic  inflamma- 
tion is  present,  we  would  advise  the  daily  use  of  b^*.  water  irriga- 
tions, used  [once  daily  by  means  of  the  vagin.**  irrigator  or 
douche,  an  apparatus  similar  in  form  and  constructed  on  the 
same  principle  as  Br.  Thudicum's  instrument  for  injecting  the 
nasal  passages.  Irrigations  made  daily  with  this  simple  appa- 
ratus will  do -more  towards  the  cure  of  chronic  inflammation 
of  the  uterus  than  any  other  treatment  we  have  ever  seen  tried. 
That  portion  of  the  book  devoted  to  sterility,  is  a  fair  resume 
of  about  all  that  is  known  at  present  upon  the  subject.  When 
we  learn  from  reliable  statistics,  that  in  married  life  every 
eighth  marriage  is  unfruitful,  it  is  about  time  for  physicians  to 
turn  their  attention  to  this  important  subject  ^r.  Hale  has 
tabulated  the  causes  of  sterility,  and  his  clas.^ucation  of  the 
same  shows  an  accurate  knowledge  upon  the  subject,  and  will 
be  found  of  especial  interest  to  every  medical  n»*n.  Part  iv.  of 
the  work  contains  an  article  upon  the  jurisprudonce  of  abortion. 
This  is  a  lecture  delivered  by  Professor  A.  B.  Small,  M.D.,  and 
in  the  same  chapter  is  a  valuable  paper  by  Dr.  Woodhouse, 
Professor  of  medical  jurisprudence.  The  contents  of  this  por- 
tion of  the  work  are  exceedingly  interesting  and  contain  are. 
6um6  of  the  laws  of  all  the  several  States  of  the  United  States, 
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as  well  as  the  statutes  of  England,  Scotland,  Austria,  Germany, 
Italy,  etc.,  relating  to  abortion.  The  work  as  a  whole,  contains 
a  great  deal  of  matter  of  especial  interest,  and  no  medical  library 
can  be  complete  without  it.  The  printing  and  binding  is  most 
excellent  and  does  a  great  deal  of  credit  to  the  publishers.  We 
have  but  one  fault  to  find  with  the  illustrations,  and  that  is  the 
one  on  the  first  page  of  the  book  showing  a  section  of  the  uterus, 
vagina,  rectum  and  bladder;  the  execution  of  this  is  beautifully 
done,  but  we  request  Dr.  Hale  to  review  it  in  the  next  edition, 
for  it  is  not  quite  anatomically  correct.  T.G-.  C. 

St.  Louis,  January,  1869. 
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LETTERS    FROM    PHILADELPHIA. 


GOOD  NEWS. 


REUNION   OF  THE  COLLEGES. 


Philadelphia,  Jan.  13,  1869. 
Editor  of  Western  Observer:  * 

Dear  Sir:  You  are  at  liberty  to  announce  the  union  of  the 
two  Homoeopathic  Colleges  here.  The  name  of  the  united  col- 
leges is  "Hahnemann  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia."  The 
present  faculty  of  the  Hahnemann  remains  intact. 

Very  truly  Ac, 

Henry  Noah  Martin. 


Philadelphia,  Jan.  15,  1869. 
Wm.  Tod.  Helmuth,  M.D., 

Dear  Doctor : — The  genus  medical  student  constitutes  a  class 

by  itself,  characterized  by  unmistakable  external  endowments, 

which  clearly  distinguish  him  from  the  rest  of  mankind.    You 

can  meet  them  on  the  street,  at  every  turn  and  every  corner 

and  in  every  conceivable  place,  unshaven  and  unshown,  with 

empty  pockets  and  port-monaies,  lean,  lank  and  hungry  looking, 
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not  like  Diogenes  in  search  of  a  man,  but  knowledge,  where- 
with to  move  the  world.  Of  the  clinical  advantages,,  these  out 
casts  from  respectable  society  enjoy  in  this  city,  at  the  various 
hospitals  and  colleges  it  wonld  be  impossible  to  speak  in  one  let- 
ter, but  a  few  notes  at  random,  may  from  time  to  time  be  of  in- 
terest to  the  readers  of  the  Observer.  It  is  a  bright  sonny  day, 
and  a  walk  to  Blockley  Alms  House  will  amply  repay  one  for 
his  time  and  trouble.  Entering,  through  spacious  grounds,  a 
large  building,  we  find  ourselves  in  a  commodious  amphitheatre, 
capable  of  seating  nearly  four  hundred  students.  The  conve- 
niences and  appliances  for  operative  surgery  and  clinical  medi- 
cine, leave  nothing  to  be  desired.  "  Confusion  worse  confound- 
ed," reigns  supreme  and  holds  high  carnival — for  in  no  place 
more  than  the  lecture  room,  does  the  medical  student  display 
his  many  peculiarities.  Embryonic  M.  D's.  in  hot  discussion, 
whistling,  singing,  pushing,  scuffling  until  the  entrance  of  the 
Professor  is  oil  upon  the  troubled  waters,  and  the  noisy  crowd 
subside  into  the  depths  of  their  note  books,  with  necks  out- 
stretched like  hungry  crows,  to  make  an  item  of  every  word  of 
wisdom,  which  is  scattered  broadcast  to  the  gaping  assemblage. 
As  good  fortune  favors  us,  it  happens  to  be  one  of  Dr.  Wm.  H. 
Pancoasts  surgical  "boquet  clinics."  Forty  cases  of  ulcer, 
twenty  of  hernia,  with  a  variety  of  other  diseases  interspersed 
like  leaves  and  buds  in  a  cluster  of  flowers,  attesting  the  fitness 
of  the  name.  Of  the  ulcer,  there  seems  to  bo  every  known 
species,  the  deep,  superficial,  indurated,  serpiginous,  indolent, 
and  so  on  through  the  whole  list,  turned  up  in  the  scarlet  and 
white  of  the  surgeons  livery.  It's  a  kind  of  an  ulcer  undress 
parade  for  inspection.  "  We  find  .gentlemen/'  remarks  the  Dr., 
"those  of  a  varicose  nature,  all  in  brief,  characterized  by  a  stagna- 
nation  of  blood  in  the  parts,  are  greatly  relieved  by  free  incis- 
sions  in  the  lips  and  margins  of  the  ulcer,  and  repeated  punctures 
in  the  surroundin  fir  tissues,  with  a  scalpel  point,  which  I  will  pro- 
ceed to  do."  "The  obstinate  cases  we  fill  with  powdered  red  bark, 
strap,  and  leave  to  nature" — the  most  potent  of  all  healers — the 
physicians  right  bower.  Hardly  has  the  last  man  made  his 
exit,  when  our  attention  is  called  to  the  entrance  of  the  Hernia 
brigade,  nineteen  being  inguinal,  one  of  these  double ;  and  an 
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wJtitoA  +me  of  d£a^hragautti£.  Dr.  Faaeoast  has  been 
lain*  y&wmmtkj  emrimg  seve^easeafbyeiasiBg^theizigmnal 
6*aaJ  with  sa«»*^aadthn»pTodnexjigsmc«  with  thesarrovnd- 
iaa;  tatrs^WMtii  fiawa  A  ease  of  hydrocele  biktw  placed  upon 
Ufa*  table  aa4  ofuwated  upon,  toe  drainage  tabe  being  inserted 
*ob**q*e«t  fe>  the  evacuation  of  the  sac — a  proceeding  which 
%t*s*s  V*  he  ia  some  favor  at  this  institution.  This  is  followed 
l/fa  ease  ef  extirpated  eaneer  of  the  left  side  of  the  throat  and 
oft  exposure  of  the  cavity,  the  carotid,  which  has  been  ligated, 
ia  dtfttinetiy  visible*  The  ligature  is  remorecL,  the  wound 
AnttmAf  aad  the  man  earned  oat  with  only  a  few  days  of  life 
bef'sre  Mas*  Bat  we  most  not  overlook  that  boy.  whose  features 
Itke  the  ntaa  in  the  iron  mask — are  hidden  from  sight.  '  Lifting 
the  el'stli  visor,  exposes  a  rare  case  of  the  terrible  noli  me 
Umgerc,  or  Utjms  ezedtn*.  Lips,  chin,  portions  of  the  nose 
and  left  cheek  gone,  eyes  bleared  and  "a  front"  not.  "  Like 
Mar*,  to  threaten  and  command;"  the  surrounding  parts 
fs*t  disappearing  before  the  advance  of  the  disease.  A  few 
touches,  with  the  eh!,  zinc,  and  he  goes  out,  we  are  told,  as 
happy  as  any  one  in  the  house,  like  a  true  philospher,  content 
with  hi*  lot.  And  so  the  cliniccloses,  and  we  take  our  departure 
quite  dazzled  by  the  surgical  panorama  we  have  been  specta- 
tors ot.  The  thought  at  once  suggests  itself,  what  an  influence 
Homoeopathy  would  have  in  a  similar  institution  where  the 
beds  have  numbered  three  thousand  How  invaluable  would 
be  the  published  experience  in  such  a  hospital  completely  equip- 
ped and  tinder  skillful  Homoeopathic  management.  The  Alms 
Uotise,  is  but  one  of  the  many,  to  which  the  student  has  access 
and  oar  own  clinics  teach  us  many  valuable  lessens,  of  which, 
more  at  a  later  date.  As  a  bit  of  news,  not  generally  known 
yet,  the  "Hahnemann"  and  "Homoeopathic  College  of  Pennsyl- 
vania/'have  junt  effected  a  union,  and  commence  the  next  ses- 
sion of  lectures  tinder  the  name  and  faculty  of  the  former.  This 
speaks  volumes  for  the  unanimity  of  feeling  and  good  will 
in  the  profession.  The  consolidation  of  two  such  institutions, 
promises  corresponding  results  in  the  future.  We. congratulate 
you  on  the  new  and  elegant  appearance  of  the  "Observer,"  and 
winh  it  heartily  the  success  which  it  so  richly  deserves. 

Your*,  Oculus. 


Letter  from  Baltimore.  45 

OBSTETRICAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  Jany.,  1869. 
Wm.  Tod  Helmuth,  M.  D.  : 

Dear  Sir: — I  was  requested  to  visit  in  consultation,  Mrs. 
McA.,  aged  33  years,  in  her  first  labor.  The  attending  physi- 
cian told  me  that  he  had  been  called  to  her  at  2  P.  M.,  on  the 
16th.  He  found  her  in  labor,  pains  strong  and  frequent,  wa- 
ters e&pelled  with  each  pain,  the  os  uteri  was  slightly  open,  un- 
yielding and  very  thin.  In  spite  of  the  appropriate  Homoeo- 
pathic remedies  and  the  free  use  of  gelseminum,  the  os  re- 
mained unaltered  until  the  evening  of  the  17th,  when  it  began 
to  dilate.  She  was  then  much  exhausted  and  pains  diminished 
in  force  and  frequency.  He  then  administered  ergot — it  acted 
for  a  while,  then  ceased  its  action.  The  os  being  well  dilated, 
he  tried  forceps,  but  could  not  get  them  to  lock.  1  saw  her  at 
one  o'clock  A.  M.,  found  her  excited,  pulse  frequent  and  feeble, 
vagina  hot  and  dry,  as  well  dilated,  occiput  under  the  pubis, 
scalp  excessively  swollen,  the  whole  cavity  of  the  pelvis  was 
filled  by  the  foetal  head,preventing  the  proper  application  of  the 
blades  of  the  forceps.  I  applied  a  pair  of  narrow  solid  bladed 
(without  fenestra)  forceps,  and  after  some  difficulty  delivered 
her  of  a  child  live-born. 

Bigidity  of  the  os,  with  tense,  thin,  knife-like  lips,  I,  have  no- 
ticed occur  mostly  in  two  classes  of  patients — one  like  the 
above — women  who  are  no  longer  young;  the  other,  primiparal 
illegitimate  births.  I  think  that  mental  emotions  and  the  con- 
sequent nervdus  disturbance  are  among  the  main  causes.  The 
former  look  to  labor  as  more  painful  and  more  dangerous,  on 
account  of  their  age — the  latter  besides  the  natural,  dread  of 
women,  have  the  shame  and  degradation  of  thqir  situation* 
Acting  on  this  opinion,  I  rely  upon  the  calmative  ipfinence  of 
profound  sleep — from  this  the  patient  emerges  more  gniet,  and 
the  os  is  usually  dilatable.  And  I  know  of  no  drug  Mf^ich  pro- 
duces sleep,  save  opium,  I  administer  it  in  some  of  its  prepara- 
tions in  full  doses.    Gelseminum,  I  have  never  found  successful 
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isolated  one  of  diaphragmatic  Dr.  Pancoast  has  been  success- 
ful in  permanently  caring  several  cases,  by  closing  the  inguinal 
canal  with  sutures,  and  thus  producing  union  with  the  surround- 
ing invaginated  tissues.  A  case  of  hydrocele  is  now  placed  upon 
the  table  and  operated  upon,  the  drainage  tube  being  inserted 
subsequent  to  the  evacuation  of  the  sac — a  proceeding  which 
seems  to  be  in  some  favor  at  this  institution.  This  is  followed 
by  a  case  of  extirpated  cancer  of  the  left  side  of  the  throat  and 
on  exposure  of  the  cavity,  the  carotid,  which  has  been  ligated, 
is  distinctly  visible.  The  ligature  is  removed,  the  wound 
dressed,  and  the  man  carried  out  with  only  a  few  days  of  life 
before  him.  But  we  must  not  overlook  that  boy,  whose  features 
like  the  man  in  the  iron  mask — are  hidden  from  sight.  '  Lifting 
the  cloth  visor,  exposes  a  rare  case  of  the  terrible  noli  me 
tangere,  or  lupus  exedens.  Lips,  chin,  portions  of  th$  nose 
and  left  cheek  gone,  eyes  bleared  and  "a  front'1  not.  "  Like 
Mars,  to  threaten  and  command;'1  the  surrounding  parts 
fast  disappearing  before  the  advance  of  the  disease.  A  few 
touches,  with  the  chl.  zinc,  and  he  goes  out,  we  are  told,  as 
happy  as  any  one  in  the  house,  like  a  true  philospher,  content 
with  his  lot.  And  so  the  cliniccloses,  and  we  take  our  departure 
quite  dazzled  by  the  surgical  panorama  we  have  been  specta- 
tors of.  The  thought  at  once  suggests  itself,  what  an  influence 
Homoeopathy  would  have  in  a  similar  institution  where  the 
beds  have  numbered  three  thousand.  How  invaluable  would 
be  the  published  experience  in  such  a  hospital  completely  equip- 
ped and  under  skillful  Homoeopathic  management.  The  Alms 
House,  is  but  one  of  the  many,  to  which  the  student  has  access 
and  our  own  clinics  teach  us  many  valuable  lessens,  of  which, 
more  at  a  later  date.  As  a  bit  of  news,  not  generally  known 
yet,  the  "Hahnemann"  and  "Homoeopathic  College  of  Pennsyl- 
vania," have  just  effected  a  union,  and  commence  the  next  ses- 
sion of  lectures  under  the  name  and  faculty  of  the  former.  This 
speaks  volumes  for  the  unanimity  of  feeling  and  good  will 
in  the  profession.  The  consolidation  of  two  such  institutions, 
promises  corresponding  results  in  the  future.  We. congratulate 
you  on  the  new  and  elegant  appearance  of  the  "Observer,"  and 
wish  it  heartily  the  success  which  it  so  richly  deserves. 

Yours,  Oculus. 


Letter  from  Baltimore.  45 

OBSTETRICAL  CORRESPONDENCE. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  Jany.,  1869. 
Wm.  Tod  Helmuth,  M.  D. : 

Dear  Sir: — I  was  requested  to  visit  in  consultation,  Mrs. 
McA.,  aged  33  years,  in  her  first  labor.  The  attending  physi- 
cian told  me  that  he  had  been  called  to  her  at  2  P.  ML,  on  the 
16th.  He  found  her  in  labor,  pains  strong  and  frequent,  wa- 
ters expelled  with  each  pain,  the  os  uteri  was  slightly  open,  un- 
yielding and  very  thin.  In  spite  of  the  appropriate  Homoeo- 
pathic remedies  and  the  free  use  of  gelseminum,  the  os  re- 
mained unaltered  until  the  evening  of  the  17tb,  when  it  began 
to  dilate.  She  was  then  much  exhausted  and  pains  diminished 
in  force  and  frequency.  He  then  administered  ergot — it  acted 
for  a  while,  then  ceased  its  action.  The  os  being  well  dilated, 
he  tried  forceps,  but  could  not  get  them  to  lock.  I  saw  her  at 
one  o'clock  A.  M.,  found  her  excited,  pulse  frequent  and  feeble, 
vagina  hot  and  dry,  as  well  dilated,  occiput  under  the  pubis, 
scalp  excessively  swollen,  the  whole  cavity  of  the  pelvis  was 
filled  by  the  foetal  head,preventing  the  proper  application  of  the 
blades  of  the  forceps.  I  applied  a  pair  of  narrow  sqlid  bladed 
(without  fenestra)  forceps,  and  after  some  difficulty  delivered 
her  of  a  child  live-born. 

Bigidity  of  the  os,  with  tense,  thin,  knife-like  lips,  I,  have  no- 
ticed occur  mostly  in  two  classes  of  patients — one  like  the 
above — women  who  are  no  longer  young;  the  other,  primiparal 
illegitimate  births.  I  think  that  mental  emotions  and  the  con- 
sequent nervdns  disturbance  are  among  the  main  causes.  The 
former  look  to  labor  as  more  painful  and  more  dangerous,  on 
account  of  their  age — the  latter  besides  the  natural,  dread  of 
women,  have  the  shame  and  degradation  of  th^ir  situation. 
Acting  on  this  opinion,  I  rely  upon  the  calmative  ipfinence  of 
profound  sleep — from  this  the  patient  emerges  more  gniet,  and 
the  os  is  usually  dilatable.  And  I  know  of  no  drag  MrVch  pro- 
duces sleep,  save  opium,  I  administer  it  in  some  of  its  prepara- 
tions in  full  doses.    Gelseminum,  I  have  never  found  successful 
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in  these  cases.    In  rigidity  of  the  os  with  tamid  lips  and  in 
abortions  it  has  been  of  great  use. 

Tours  very  truly, 

Forceps. 
[It  gives  us  great  pleasure  in  being  able  to  announce  the  continuation 
of  the  above  correspondence  in  future  numbers  of  the  "Observer."] 


LETTER  PROM  MISSOURL 

Hannibal,  Jan.  19,  1869. 
Wm.  Ton  Hblmuth  : 

Dear  Sir: — Bearing  in  mind  my  promise,  I  can  only  contri- 
bute indifferently  to  the  "Observer"  at  present. 

Diseases  prevalent  are  strictly  catarrhal — Influenza  (epidem- 
ic) scarlatina  simplex,  and  a  few  cases  of  intermittents.  These  dis- 
orders yield  usually  to  ordinary  remedies,  as  specially  indicated. 

During  my  practice  here,  many  cases  of  chronic  enlargement 
of  the  tonsils  have  come  under  my  care  for  treatment.  These 
patients  during  favorable  weather  and  when  the  organism  is  in 
a  general  condition  of  health,  complain  but  little  from  these  en- 
larged glands — but  a  slight  cold  or  any  sudden  change  in  the  at- 
mospheric conditions,  induces  an  attack  of  acute  tonsilitis;  most 
of  these  cases  end  in  suppuration  of  one  or  both  tonsils.  The 
remedies  generally  recommended  have  been  used  high  and  low, 
carefully  selected  with  regard  to  the  peculiarities  of  each  case, 
and  a  careful  comparison  and  research  into  the  materia  medica 
have  alike  failed  to  effect  those  decisive  cures  we  so  much  de- 
light in. 

In  chronic,  cases,  Bell.,  Calc.  c,  Ignatia,  Sulph.  Lycopod, 
Here.,  Causticum,  Hepar  sulph.  have  been  persistently  em- 
ployed  without  any  very  apparent  benefit.  These  remedies 
have  generally  been  used  high,  say  30c  to  200c.  Has  anybody 
ever  cured  chronic  enlargement  of  these  glands  by  medication 
alone  ?  I  forgot  to  say  that  Baryta  carb,  I  never  have  tried. 
Am  now  prescribing  it  for  several  violent  cases,  and  have  given 
the  same  remedy  to  two  other  physicians  to  test.  Will  report 
if  any  good  is  derived  from  it.     Am  using  3  dec  trituration. 

W.  D.  Poster. 


Editorial. 


NOTE. 

In  order  to  furnish  facilities  to  those  desiring  to  furnish  more  extended 
articles  to  the  Observbh,  we  have  increased  the  size  of  the  periodical 
from  24  to  82  pages,  and  hope  the  movement  will  meet  with  the  approval 
of  the  profession. 

We  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  our  friends  for  the  substantial 
interest  they  have  already  exhibited,  and  trust  that  they  will  continue  to 
support  our  undertaking  with  a  portion  of  their  talents  and  time.  Some 
valuable  papers  have,  unavoidably,  been  left  over  until  our  next  issue. 


MEASUREMENTS  OP  THE  HUMAN  BOD5T. 


The  extent  to  which  Life  Insurance  is  now  carried  in  this  country, 
renders  it  almost  obligatory  on  every  physician  to  understand  a  few  of 
the  rules  which  should  guide  him  in  his  examination.    It  is  necessary  to 
know  what  dUqualtym  and  what  merely  modi/Us  a  risk;  and  especially  is 
it  of  service  to  understand  the  normal  weight,  height  and  general  ap- 
pearance of  the  body;  deviations  from  which  being  the  data  upon  which 
the  physician  may  state  that  a  life  is  safely  assurable,  or  the  contrary.  An 
item  of  interest  in  this  relation  here  occurs  to  us,  viz:  the  fees  that 
physicians  (we  mean  the  family  physician)  receive  for  their  services  in 
this  relation.    Who  is  to  pay — the  company  or  the  patient  f    There  is 
scarcely  a  Life  Insurance  company  which  provides  remuneration  for  the 
examination  by  the  family  physician,  while  they  all  have  a  regular  fee 
for  their  awn  examining  Surgeon.    We  contend  that  the  certificate  of  the 
family  Physician  is  of  equal,  and  even  of  greater,  import  to  the  com- 
pany than    that  of  the  examining  Surgeon.     The  former  has  been 
acquainted,  in  most  instances,  with  the  family  for  years.    He  knows  all 
the  peculiarities  and  hereditary  tendencies;  he  is  aware,  often,  of  circum- 
stances which  may  have  an  important  bearing  upon  the  life  of  a  patient 
which  the  Examining  Surgeon  cannot  discover.    He  is  decidedly  a  better 
judge  as  to  the  character  of  the  risk  than  the  physician  of  the  company. 
Therefore  we  consider  that  each  Association  should  make .  the  requi- 
site pecuniary  provision  for  the  family  physician,  which  should  certainly 
be  equal  with  that  of  its  own  surgeon.    It  is  scarcely  fair  to  charge  the 
patient  for  an  examination  that  leads  him  to  invest  his  money  in  a 
company;  nor  is  it  just  that  such  examination  should  be  made  without 
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remuneration.  '  Therefore,  it  is  our  opinion  that  each  company  should 
look  after  its  own  interest,  and  gain  the  strict  attention  of  the  family 
Physician  of  every  one  who  is  insured,  by  establishing  fair  rates  for  the 
services  rendered. 

From  a  hand-book  for  "Medical  examinations  for  Life  Insurance," 
and  other  authorities,  we  have  collected  a  few  data  which  may  be  of 
service  to  those  who  are  interested  in  this  important  matter. 

In  reference  to  height,  it  may  be  stated  that,  about  five  feet  and  eight 
inches  is  the  average  in  males,  while  females  are  proportionately  less.  It 
is  also  remarked  that,  as  a  rule,  the  height  of  those  having  been  born 
and  bred  in  cities,  is  generally  less  than  those  in  the  country. 

Strange  as  it  may  appear,  the  fact  is  said  to  well  be  estab- 
lished, that  very  tall  men  have  generally  less  muscular  power,  less 
respiratory  activity,  and  greater  liability  to  cardiac  and  pulmonary  affec- 
tions than  those  of  medium  height"  With  regard  to  weight,  Dr.  Brinton 
says :  uAs  a  rule  it  may  be  laid  down  that  an  adult  male,  in  good  health, 
sixty-six  inches  in  stature,  ought  to  weigh  rather  more  than  ten  stone,  or 
140  pounds  avoirdupois,  and  for  every  inch  above  and  below  this  height 
we  may  respectively  add  and  subtract  five  pounds." 

The  next  item  of  importance  is  to  ascertain  the  capacity  of  chest,  and 
Brent  lays  down  the  following  rules,  supposing  always  that  the  measure- 
ment is  made  across  the  nipples. 

Minimum  (start—Half  the  stature,  minus  onenrixty-flrst  of  the  stature,  is 
equal  to  the  circumference  of  the  chest 

Medium  «**•£— Half  of  the  stature,  pltt$  one-fifteenth  ef  the  stature,  is 
equal  to  the  circumference  of  the  chest  ,        , 

Maximum  chert— Two-thirds  of  the  stature  is  equal  to  the  circumfer- 
ence of  the  chest  Irrespective  of  heights,  we  may  consider  that  the  cir- 
cumference of  the  chest  increaeee  exactly  one  inch  for  every  ten  pounds 
in  weight 

We  give  here,  also,  a  table,  which  will?  be  of  great  service  to  the  ex- 
aminer. <  .    ».    * 

HEIGHT.  WEIGHT.  MEDIUM  CHEST. 

Feet   inches.  pounds.  inches, 

5  1  should    Weigh    18*  .......: ....84.06 

5  2  "           "        125,  i* .......85.18 

5  8  u            ••        jao  85.70 

5  4  "           "        135 36.26 

5  5  '  ••    •  :    '*;      140  v» 88.88 

5  6  "           u       448;.. 87.50 

5  7  "            "        145 38.16 

5  8  "           "       *i44 "'. '! \ 38.53 

5  8  «            M     {  IN  ..i',. ......: 89;10 

5  10  "          ,",..  ,:ljW  .„..-.,.. ... 89.66 

5    ii         <k       "     ite  ....:..; 40.28 

6  ..  "         ■  *  '"■ '  1W 40.80 
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Than  measurements  an  from  Brent. 

According  to  Hutchinson,  the  vital  capacity,  or  the  number  of  cubic 
inches  of  air  which  can  be  expired  after  a  full  inspiration,  of  a  man  5 
feet  6  inches,  is  214  cubic  inches.  Between  5  and  6  feet,  for  every  inch 
of  stature,  eight  additional  cubic  inches  of  air  at  60  deg.  Fan.  are  given, 
out  by  a  forced  expiration  after  a  rail  inspiration. 

In  the  report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute  for  1866,  page  876,  Dr.  E.  H. 
Davis,  of  New  York,  has  a  paper  on  Ethnological  research;  in  which  he 
has  translated  the  table  of  measurements  by  Bchener  and  Schwartz, 
which  are  of  the  most  accurate  description.  They  are  divided  into,  1st. 
General  observations;  2d.  Measurements  with  the  plummet  and  metre 
scale;  8cL  Measurements  with  the  calipers,  and  4th.  Measurements  with 
the  tape  line;  embracing,  in  all,  seventy-eight  distinct  directions  for  ascer- 
taining the  correct  proportions  of  the  human  body.  The  "canons  of 
taste,"  or  artists'  measurements  for  beauty,  should  also  be  borne  in  mind, 
and  the  following  is  the  scale,  which  is  taken  from  an  interesting  paper 
on  the  subject,  by  Dr.  D,  €L  Brinton:  "The  unit  is  the  length  of  the  nose 
measured  vertically  along  its  ala.  Representing  this  unit  by  the  symbol 
Xy  the  artistic  rules  are: 

4  2— The  length  of  the  head  measured  from  the  vertex  to  a  line  hori- 
zontal with  the  point  of  the  chin. 

8  s— The  distance  from  the  vertex  to  the  level  of  the  axilla. 
16  s— From  the  vertex  to  the  level  of  the  perineum. 
81  s— From  the  vertex  to  the  sole  of  the  foot*  or  the  total  height. 
8  9— The  breadth  across  the  shoulders* 

6  s— The  length  of  the  arm  from  the  acromion  process  to  the  buniero- 
ulnar  articulation. 

5  s— The  length  of  the  forearm  to  the  wrist  joint. 
8  a— The  length  of  the  hand. 

Taking  all  these  measurements  together,  they  not  only  will  have  an 
important  bearing  upon  Life  Insurance,  but  to  the  military  surgeon,  the 
artist  and  the  ethnologist,  they  are  of  the  highest  importance. 


OCR  JOURNALS,  Etc. 

Tub  Medical  Ihvibstigatob — January,  1869. — This  journal  bears 
impress  throughout  of  determination  to  succeed,  and  lays  before  the  pro* 
feesion  a  great  deal  of  good  reading  matter.  There  is  an  excellent  article 
from  our  friend  Dr.  C.  W.  Boyce,  on  "Our  Societies,  do  they  Pay."  The 
Doctor  has  hit  the  right  nail  where  Noah  is  supposed  to  have  struck  it. 
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and  we  believe  the  article  will  be  of  service.    There  it  one  point  more 
which  it  would  be  well  to  look  titer  in  society  gatherings.    Of  late  our 
views  in  these  things  have  changed  entirely  in  one  particular  point,  viz : 
the  giving  of  a  public  entertainment  to  the  physicians  in  attendance.    We 
are  entirely  opposed  to  such  proceedings,  and  speak  from  experience.     It 
takes  from  the   society  the  local    physicians   of  the  city,   town  or 
village  in  which  the  meeting  is  held.    It  lays  a  tax  (particularly  in  email 
communities)  upon  the  purses  of  the  physicians,  and  does  not,  in  any 
manner  add;  in  fact,  in  many  cases  it  detracts  from  the  actual  mutual 
good  of  the  meeting.    If  the  money  spent  in  banquets  were  appropriated 
to  the  publication  of  volumes  of  "traneactionSy"  much  more  service  would 
be  rendered  to  the  physicians.    Let  the  local  societies,  according  to  Dr. 
Boyce,  attend  to  the  conduct  and  "local  jealousies"  and  local  legislation; 
let  the  larger  societies  attend  to  the  promulgation  of  scientific  truths;  let 
the  local  physician  be  as  hospitable  as  they  choose,  but  no  banquet,  no  large 
supper,  nothing  of  the  sort    The  members  will  all  be  more  improved, 
and  the  profession  at  large  benefitted. 

The  St.  Louis  Mbdical  and  Surgical  Joubnal  is,  so  far  as  our 
observation  extends,  the  best  appearing  Medical  Journal  ot  the  day.  Its 
typographical  execution  is  certainly  of  most  excellent  character,  and  it 
always  contains  interesting  matter  to  the  scientific  physician.  Among 
the  interesting  papers  to  be  found  in  the  January  number,  are  "A  Case  of 
Plastic  Bronchitis,"  and  and  exhaustive  article  on  "Tetanus,"  which  is 
followed  by  "Artresia  Vagina,  operation  and  cure."  Its  "Bibliographi- 
cal ITotes"  and  extracts  from  current  medical  literature,  are  far  better 
than  we  find  in  most  medical  journals. 

The  Missouri  Dental  Journal  is  a  new  publication,  ha  ving  for  one 
of  its  assistant  editors  our  friend  Dr.  Chase,  of  St.  Louis,  a  most,  ex- 
perienced dentist  and  skillful  operator.  This  journal  would  be  invalu- 
able to  most  of  our  friends  In  the  country  who  practice  dentistry  as  a 
profession,  or  to  those  whom  circumstances  require  occasionally  to  enter 
the  dental  arena.  Any  communications  may  be  addressed  to  the 
Editor,  Homer  Judd,  M.D.,  D.D.  S.,  No.  523  Pine  street,  St.  Louis. 

Thb  Hahnbmannian  Monthly,  for  January,  was  noticed  in  our  last 
issue.  In  a  late  editorial  in  this  exchange  we  find  the  best  sentiments 
expressed,  and  its  title  and  its  ending  say,  "Let  us  have  Peace."  We 
see  the  good  already  that  has  been  done  in  Philadelphia.  We  see  it  ex- 
pressed in  the  American  Journal  of  Materia  Mediea,  in  which  the  Editor 
says:  "We  offer  our  right  hand  and  concur  entirely  with  the  sentiments 
contained  in  the  editorial— "Zd  «#  have  peace." 

The  Monthly  ITomcbopathic  Review — London:  December.    It  con- 
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tains,  among  other  interesting  articles,  an  excellent  paper  on  "The 
So-called  Absurdities  of  Hahnemann,"  and  soundly  rates  the  Lancet  for  its 
ridiculous  assertions.  Another  essay  of  importance  is  the  continuance  of 
a  paper  on  the  "Physiological  Action  and  Therapeutical  uses  of  Colo- 
cynth,"  by  Archibald  Reith,  M.D.,  and  is  quite  an  excellent  article.  This 
journal  has  made  for.  itself  an  elevated  position  in  the  literature  of  our 
school. 

The  Amebic  ah  Homoeopathic  Observer.  What  shall  we  say  of  the 
enterprising  Dr.  Lodge  and  his  valuable  paper  9  Let  any  one  take  it  and 
read  of  the  illustrious  names  on  the  cover,  and  the  popularity  of  the 
American  HmmapaMe  Obmner  is  fixed  beyond  a  dottbt.  Its  circulation 
is,  we  believe,  more  extensive  than  most  of  our  periodicals,  and  the 
amount  of  reading  matter  it  contains,  from  all  sections  of  the  country, 
is  sure  indication  of  its  success  and  prosperity.  We  thank  Dr.  Lodge  for 
his  journal,  and  wish  him  every  success. 

Wart  of  space  forbids  us,  in  the  present  number,  from  noticing  the 
other  periodicals;  these  will  be  reserved  for  our  next  issue. 

Readers  op  the  Observer  will  oblige  the  Editor  if  they  will  for- 
ward copies  of  local  newspapers,  or  similar  publications,  from  all  parts 
of  the  country,  which  contain  matters  of  importance  to  the  profession. 
All  such  will  be  thankfully  received  and  acknowledged. 


Physicians  having  changed  their  location,  or  desiring  to  remove  from 
one  portion  of  the  country  to  another,  will  please  communicate  with  the 
Editor,  that  he  may  note  the  same  in  the  columns  of  the  Obeemr.  Records 
of  marriages  and  deaths  of  physicians  will  also  be  received  and  noticed. 

From  this  date  all  exchanges,  books  and  pamphlets  for  review  and 
comment  must  be  addressed  to  the  Editor.  By  so  doing  much  time  will 
be  saved  and  more  speedy  attention  given  to  them. 


OBITUARY  NOTICE. 


Little  did  we  think,  while  conversing  with  Dr.  Fleischmann,  in  his  con- 
suiting  room  in  Vienna,  in  the  latter  part  of  September  last,  that  a  few 
weeks  would  number  him  with  the  departed  great  men  of  the  Homoeo- 
pathic school. 

His  gentleness  of  manner  and  kindness;  his  great  desire  to  understand 
the  progress  of  Homoeopathy  in  America;  his  firm  conviction  in  its  fina  1 
employment  all  over  the  known  world,  only  tended  to  impress  upon  our 
mind,  the  great  interest  that  he  felt  in  that  system  of  medicine  for  which 
he  had  labored  through  the  whole  course  of  his  active  professional 
life. 

Among  the  services  rendered  to  Homoeopathy  by  Dr.  Fleischmann, 
were  the  removal  of  the  restrictions  laid  upon  the  practice  in  1819  by 
the  Austrain  Empire— and  in  1885  the  thorough  introduction  of  Homoeo- 
pathic principles  into  the  Hospital  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity  at  Gumpen- 
dorf.  In  1886  he  made  his  celebrated  report  upon  the  treatment  of 
cholera. 

For  thirty-three  years  Dr.  Fleischmann  has  been  the  physician  to  this 
Hospital,  and  has  not  only  endeared  himself  both  to  patients,  nurses  and 
all  connected  with  the  Charity,  but  has  made  it  a  school  where  many  of 
our  most  eminent  men  have  acquired  knowledge  of  the  principles  and 
practice  of  homoeopathy. 

He  also  was  one  of  a  commission  appointed  by  the  Imperial  goverment 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  Homoeopathic  physicians  dispensing  their 
own  medicines,  and  was  successful  in  obtaining  the  desired  privilege. 

In  1860  he  was  decorated  with  the  order  of  Franz-Joseph  by  the  Emperor 
of  Austria,  he  was  honored  by  the  Pope  in  the  bestowal  of  the  order  of 
Gregory,  and  received  tokens  of  distinction  from  Bavaria,  Saxony  and 
Prussia. 

He  died  on  the  28  November  at  Vienna,  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age. 
In  his  death  the  Homoeopathic  Physicians  of  the  world  have  sustained  a 
severe  loss. 
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OPENINGS  FOB  PHY8ICIANS  IN  THE  STATE  OF  MISSOURI 

Savannah,  Andrew  county,  Mo.,  on  Platte  Valley  Railroad,  population  of 
twenty-five  hundred. 

Plattsburg,  Clinton  county /population  of  county  town,  eighteen  hundred. 

Cameron,  Clinton  county,  Mo.,  H.  &  St  Joe  and  C.  &  Kansas  City  Rail- 
roads, population  two  thousand. 

Gallatin,  Davies  county,  population  of  county,  town  fifteen  hundred, 
including  a  large  number  of  Homoeopaths. 

Carrollton,  Carroll  county,  on  North  Missouri  Railroad,  county  town, 
population  two  thousand. 

Kirksville,  Adair  county,  on  North  Missouri  Railroad,  county  town,  pop- 
ulation two  thousand. 

Alexandria,  Clarke  county,  on  Alexandria  and  Macon  Railroad,  and  Mis- 
sissippi and  DesMoines  rivers,  population  eighteen  hundred,  is  a  large 
pork  packing  town. 

LaGrange,  Lewis  county,  Mississippi  river,  population  fifteen  hundred,  is 
a  distilling  town. 

Palmyra,  Marion  county,  on  Hannibal  and  St.  Joe  Railroad,  and  Quincy 
and  Palmyra  Railroad,  county  town;  population  eighteen  hundred. 

Paris,  Monroe  county,  on  Hannibal  and  Moberly  Railroad,  and  Quincy  and 
Palmyra  Railroad  branch,  county  town;  population  two  thousand, 
people  very  rich. 

Moberly.  Randolph  county,  on  Hannibal  and  Moberly  Railroad,  county 
town;  population  one  thousand,  and  increasing  rapidly. 

Glasgow,  Howard  county,  on  Missouri  river,  population  twenty-five  hun- 
dred; people  very  rich,  large  manufacturing  town. 

Columbia,  Boone  county,  on  Boone  county  Railroad,  county  town;  popu- 
lation three  thousand,  town  growing  rapidly,  State  University,  people 
rich,  large  number  of  Homceopathists. 

Louisiana,  Pike  county,  on  Mississippi  river,  three  Railroads  building; 
county  town;  population  four  thousand,  a  large  manufacturing  town. 

Carmi,  White  county,  111.,  it  is  the  county  town,  and  is  situated  on  the 
Little  Wabash  river,  and  on  the  line  of  the  Vincennes  and  Cairo  Rail- 
road, which  is  now  under  construction. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Dr.  S.  Nete  York.  Your  contribution  is  received  but  cannot  appear 
in  the  columns  of  our  paper.  It  is  our  constant  effort  to  promote  unity  of 
feeling,  and  personalities  wiU  not  be  allowed  in  the  "  Observer."  Your  com- 
munication is  well  written,  but  for  heavens  sake !  waste  not  your  talents 
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in  abusing  your  professional  brethren — write  us  an  article  on  any  subject 
appertaining  to  medicine  and  we  shall  be  happy  to  give  it  publicity,  the 
one  you  have  sent  us  goes  in  the  waste  basket  forthwith. 

Dr.  B.  Maryland.  Tour  letter  appears  in  this  number— give  us 
another  of  the  same  kind  as  you  promised. 

Dr.  D.    Illinois.    Don't  forget  the  tampons,  and  your  improvement. 

Dr.M.  Kansas.  Your  letter  was  received.  We  are  waiting  for  furth- 
er developments  before  steps  are  taken. 

Dr.  T.  Boston.  We  hope  that  "the  future  prospects9'  of  our  paper 
are  good.  We  have  already  received  several  commendatory  letters,  and 
communications. 

Dr.  H.  Illinois.  Tour  note  gives  us  pleasure,  we  shall  look  for  the 
"Phytolacca  cases.'1 

Dr.  J.  Illinois.  Would  you  prefer  proof  being  sent  of  your  articles  ? 
Any  items  of  interest  will  be  very  gladly  received. 

Dr.D.  Wisconsin.  Upon  further  reading  we  have  headed  the  paper 
as  you  see,  and  hope,  (as  it  was  left  discretionary  with  us)  that  it  will 
meet  your  approval. 

Dr.  P.  Michigan.  Your  document  is  received,  and  it— or  rather 
extracts  from  it,— will  appear  in  the  March  number. 

Dr.  E.  New  York.  The  clinical  cases  will  appear  in  March ;  any 
further  experience  regarding  the  action  of  Oelseminum  will  be  of 
service  to  the  profession. 

Dr.  W.  Illinois.  The  price  of  Banning's  Mechanical  Pathology  and 
Therapeutics  reviewed  in  our  last  number  is  |4,  and  is  for  sale  now  at 
Luyties'  Homoeopathic  Pharmacy. 

"  Dr.  H.  Missouri.  In  Sedalia  there  is  a  Homoeopathic  physician  who 
has  only  been  there  about  a  month,  but  as  the  place  is  large  and  growing 
with  present  population  estimated  at  8000  there  is  room  for  others  and 
in  our  opinion  with  very  fair  prospects. 

Dr.  R  Illinois.  Iacaranda  Cor.  is  now  used  successfully  in  Siphylis 
since  it  was  recommended  in  the  German  Journals.  It  was  difficult  to 
procure  the  lower  protencies  of  the  drug  but  now  they  may  be  had  from 
the  first 

Dr.  H.    Iowa.    Tour  contributions  will  be  very  welcome. 

Dr.  C.  Texas.  We  have  answered  your  inquiries  by  mail — if  you  de- 
sire to  do  anything  in  the  matter,  please  write  at  once. 

Dr.  W.  Iowa.  The  transactions  of  the  New  York  J3tate  Horn.  Society 
are  difficult  to  procure.  Of  the  2nd  vol.,  a  number  of  copies  are  on  hand* 
which  will  be  furnished  gratuitously  to  the  subscribers  of  the  Observer. 


Miscellany.  55 

BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS  RECEIVED. 

The  "British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy." 

The  "Anatomical  Basis  of  Homoeopathy,"  by  Wit  Shakp,  M.  D.,  F.  R. 
S.t  London.    Review  in  oar  next 

Motion  for  Mandamus  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Michigan ;  The  people 
ex  reL,  Wm.  L.  Stouohtoh,  Attorney  General;  vb.  The  Regents  of  the 
University  of  Michigan. 

The  "Monthly  Homoeopathic  Review,"  London. 

The  "United  States  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,"  Chicago. 

The  "Homoeopathic  World,"  London. 

The  "Medical  Investigator,"  Chicago. 

The  "Hahnemannian  Monthly,"  Philadelphia. 

The  "American  Journal  of  Homoeopathic  Materia  Medica,"  Philadel- 
phia. 

The  "American  Homoeopathic  Observer,"  Detroit,  Mich. 

The  "Monthly  Homoeopathic  Independent,"  for  December  and  Janua- 
ry, St.  Louis,  Mo. 

The  "Homoeopathic  Sun,"  New  York. 

The  "Homoeopathic  Quarterly,"  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  [First  number  receiv- 
ed, will  be  noticed  in  our  next  issue.] 

"Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,"  Philadelphia. 

"Missouri  Dental  Journal." 

"Allgemeine  Homoeopathische  Zeitung." 

"Hirschelvs  dito  Klinik." 

"Lutze's  Fliegende  Blsetter." 


Miscellany. 


TWO  HUNDRED  DOLLAR  DOOTOR8. 

Henry  Ward  Beecher  thus  discourses  about  doctors : 
"Nothing  is  more  needful  than  a  reform  in  our  medica] 
schools.  Only  think  of  dragging  students  through  two  or  three 
years  of  lectures  and  study  to  do  what  can  be  done  for  them  in 
three  months.  Bead  the  following  genuine  letter  and  see  what 
a  man  can  do : 
'"Dear  Sir  :  I  take  the  liberty  of  writing  to  you  to  inquire  if 
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you   know  anything   of  Professor  of  the Medical 

University.    I  wrote  to  Professor ,  asking  him  his  terms, 

and  he  has  replied,  telling  me  that  he  can  fit  me  for  the  practice 
of  medidine  in  three  months— charge  $200.  I  desire  to  study 
medicine  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  lessen  some  of  the  suffering 
that  I  see  about  me,  and  as  there  is  no  one  in  New  York  whom 
I  know  personally,  I  thought  I  would  write  and  ask  you  whether 

I  can  depend  upon  what  Mr. has  written  me,  and  if  the 

graduates  of  the Medical  University  are  able  successfully 

to  practice  the  profession  of  medicine.  I  will  feel  deeply  in- 
debted to  you  for  any  information  relative  to  the  above.1 " 

This  school,  or  University,  as  it  is  styled,  is  too  obscure.  A 
man  who  can,  in  three  months  time,  qualify  a  novitiate  to  prac- 
tice medicine,  ought  not  to  hide  his  light,  as  Professor—- — 
does.  Who  is  he  ?  Where  has  he  studied  ?  What  is  this  surely 
divine  art  of  teaching?  Can  wo  not  overcome  the  modesty  of 
this  genius  and  send  to  him  the  thousands  of  medical  students 
that  are  now  spending  two  or  three  years  in  this  expensive  city 
under  prosy  Prefessors,  who  do  not  dream  of  turning  out  a  com- 
plete practitioner  in  medicine  in  less  than  six  or  eight  years. 

"There  are  eccentric  and  somewhat  out-of-fashion  doctors,  who 
pretend  that  there  ought  to  be  some  regard  to  moral  principle 
in  medical  practice;  to  whatever  school  a  man  belongs,  they 
hold  that  he  should  bocome  thoroughly  acqnainted  with  the 
whole  human  system — with  its  laws  and  functions,  with  its  mor- 
bid as  well  as  normal  conditions;  that  he  should  be  familiar 
with  the  whole  range  of  material  agents,  and  with  the  results 
of  the  largest  and  widest  experience  in  the  use  of  them;  that 
he  should  study,  with  minute  care  and  diligence,  questions  of 
temperament,  habit,  constitution,  and,  in  short,  that  he  should 
include  an  amount  of  knowledge  of  which  the  merest  elements 
could  not  be  gained  in  less  than  three  years. 

"If  you  wish  to  be  such  a  doctor,  you  had  better  give  a  wide 

berth  to  such  fellows  as  Professor ,  and  betake  yourself  to 

established  medical  institutions ;  and  make  up  your  mind  that 
it  will  require  more  than  three  months,  or  three  years,  to  make 
a  doctor  unto  life.  A  doctor  unto  death  can  be  fitted  up  in  far 
less  time. 


THE 
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MEDIGINE. 


INTERESTING    CASES  FROM  PRACTICE. 


BY  L.   M.   KENTON,   BUFFALO,   NEW  YORK. 


Dr.  A.,  aged  about  seventy  years,  was  actively  engaged  in  a 
large  country  practice  for  more  than  forty  years,  as  an  Allo- 
path; some  three  or  four  years  ago  he  became  convinced  that 
there  was  "a  better  way/'  and,  as  he  says,  "having. long  been 
tired  of  guessing,  yet  feeling  too  old  to  begin  a  new  system  of 
practice,  he  gave  up  his  business  entirely."  In  July  last,  he 
called  and  gave  me  the  following  history  of  his  case : 

Some  ten  years  since,  whenever  he  had  eaten  more  heartily 
than  usual  of  meat,  he  would  experience  a  dull,  aching  pain  in 
the  right  hypoehondrium,  frequently  followed  by  some  nausea 
and  bilious  stool.  This  condition  gradually  increased  upon 
him,  until  he  was  obliged,  several  years  ago,  to  abandon  the 
use  of  meat  entireljr,  or  endure  the  agonies  of  a  bilious  colic  as 
the    penalty    of  each    offense — indeed,    he    says,   one    single 
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mouthful  of  very  tender  steak  has  produced  that  result. 
Six  years  ago,  he  first  noticed  an  irritable  condition  of  the 
bladder;  would  occasionally  be  obliged  to  get  up  in  the  night 
to  urinate.  This  increased  very  rapidly;  60,  that,  in  a  few 
months,  he  was  obliged  to  rise  four  to  six  times  every  night- 
and  he  found  an  involuntary  dribbling  of  urine  when  on  his 
feet,  constantly;  at  present  he  is  obliged  to  wear  a  urinal 
all  the  time.  Seldom  sleeps  beyond  an  hour,  without  being 
obliged  to  rise  and  empty  the  bladder.  In  every  other  respect, 
he  considers  himself  in  perfect  health. 

I  requested  time  to  look  the  case  over  thoroughly ;  but  gave 
him  one  dose  of  Conium  Mac.  200.  I  dio  not  see  him  for  a 
week,  when  he  called,  and  said  that  I  need  not  trouble 
myself  about  his  case,  for  he  thought  the  one  dose  was  going  to 
cure  him:  he  could  retain  his  urine  two  to  three  hours  with 
very  little  inconvenience,  and  last  night  was  up  only  twice.  I 
gave  him  no  medicine.  Some  five,  days  after,  he  said  he 
thought  he  was  losing  ground,  and  I  gave  him  Conium 
3000.  From  this  time,  he  went  on  improving,  and  in  four 
weeks  reports  the  unrinary  trouble  entirely  removed;  has  dis- 
pensed with  his  urinal;  does  not  get  up  at  night  at  all,  and 
retains  his  urine  as  long  without  trouble  as  he  ever  did. 
November  3d,  Dr.  A.  called,  saying  their  was  slight  return :  he 
was  obliged  to  get  up  once,  and  last  night  twice;  no  new 
features.  Gave  Conium  70,000  (Fincke's)  one  dose ;  and  from 
that  time  to  this  (January  30)  there  has  not  been  the  slightest 
indication  of  trouble ;  and,  further,  he  says  he  can  now  eat  meat 
freely,  with  no  fear  of  his  old  enemy,  the  bilious  colic. 

Cask  2.  Mrs.  O.,  aged  twenty-six  years ;  married  five  years ; 
never  been  prognant;  says  she  has  had  menstrual  colic  since 
about  one  year  after  her  first  menstruation,  which  was  at  fifteen 
years  old;  never  had  any  treatment,  except  domestic,  until 
since  her  marriage ;  since  then  has  been  under  the  constant 
care  of  one  of  our  best  Allopathic  physicians;  says  she  has 
been  operated  upon  by  incision  twice,  and  wore  a  sponge  dilator 
month  after  month.  She  describes  the  pain  as  the  most 
excrutiating  neuralgic,  all  through  the  lower  portion  of  the 
abdomen,  with  pressing,  as  though  the  entire  contents  of  the 


Interesting  Cases  from  Practice.  59 

abdomen  would  be  forced  into  the  world.  This  lusts  twenty- 
four  hours,  before  there  is  any  flow  at  ail ;  then  comes  a  very 
dark,  thick,  tar-like  discharge,  scanty,  which  lasts  two  days,  the 
pain  still  continuing  in  all  its  severity;  then  a  little  bright  red 
blood,  which  coagulates ;  and,  at  the  end  of  four  or  five  days, 
she  begins  to  experience  relief.  The  periods  used  to  recur  only 
at  the  proper  time ;  but,  within  the  last  three  years,  they  have 
gradually  been  growing  shorter,  until  now  they  return  every 
sixteen  to  twenty  days.  As  she  expected  the  return  in  four 
days,  I  gave  her  Crocus  Sativ  200  one  dose  a  day,  until  that 
timo,  requesting  to  be  sent  for  then.  Ten  days  after,  was  called 
(October  30,  '68.)  She  was  not  suffering  as  much  as  usual;  the 
flow  came  on  before  the  pain ;  was  not  as  dark  and  thick ;  and 
the  most  urgent  symptom  was  the  crowding  pressure  toward 
the  vulva,  which  was  materially  relieved  by  Bell.  200,  every 
three  or  four  hours.  I  found  the  moral  symptoms  so  well 
described  by  Crocus,  viz.,  an  uneasy,  gloomy  feeling,  with 
frequent  fits  of  immoderate  laughter,  that  I  continued  Crocus 
200,  a  dose  every  third  day  during  the  next  interval.  November 
27th,  menstruation  appeared  quite  healthy  and  natural ;  no  pain 
at  all.  December  24th,  no  recurrence  of  bad  symptoms,  and  she 
calls  herself  cured. 

Case  3.  Mrs.  R.,  aged  seventy-six  years,  a  native  ot  Scotland, 
called  to  see  her  in  January,  1868.  She  says  she  never  was 
sick  an  hour  in  her  life  (except  at  the  birth  of  her  children) 
until  about  one  year  ago,  when  she  had  an  attack  of  what  her 
physician  called  neuralgia  of  the  bowels,  which  lasted  four  or 
five  hours;  the  same  thing  recurred  at  intervals  of  ten  or 
twelve  weeks;  then  grew  more  frequent,  until  the  suffering  was 
an  every-day  thing ;  now  the  pains  come  on  every  day  at  three 
o'clock,  p.  m.,  lasting  until  about  twelve,  midnight,  when  she 
sleeps  until  nearly  or  quite  noon.  Her  physician  (Allopathic), 
she  says,  has  tried  everything  he  could  think  of,  with  no  great 
amount  of  relief;  the  most  has  been  obtained  from  McMunn's 
Elixir  of  Opium,  which  she  takes  constantly,  and  in  large  doses. 
She  is  obliged  to  take  cathartics  every  other  day;  eats  but 
little,  except  cracked  wheat  and  oatmeal.  I  found  her  with 
severe  pain,  commencing  in  the  umbilical  region,  and  extending 
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from  that  point  all  through  the  bowels  in  every  direction,  pains 
cutting  and  lancinating  in  character,  in  paroxysms  of  three  to 
five  minutes;  then  a  little  moderation,  for  a  few  minutes, 
to  recur  again;  slight  nausea,  but  no  vomiting;  abdomen 
tender  to  severe  pressure;  no  fullness;  tongue  slightly  white; 
no  fever.  Calling  to  mind  a  case  related  by  Dr.  Hempel,  in  a 
foot  note  under  Ipecac,  in  the  Symptomen  Codex.  I  determined 
to  give  it  I  gave  a  dose  of  Ipecac  200,  and  was  soon  gratified 
to  find  her  more  quiet.  The  next  day  I  learned  the  paroxysm 
was  diminished  in  duration  and  severity  more  than  one-half- 
She  received  no  more  medicine  for  four  days,  when,  in  conse- 
quence of  an  increase  of  pain,  I  gave  a  dose  of  Ipecac  1000,  and. 
there  was  no  more  return,  and  has  not  been  to  this  time — now 
one  year. 

I  was  more  than  astonished  at  the  results  in  this  case,  from  the 
feet  that,  up  to  within  an  hour  of  taking  the  first  dose  of  Ipecac, 
she  had  for  six  months  been  constantly  under  the  influence  of 
Opium,  in  some  form ;  and  that,  after  the  second  dose  of  the 
remedy,  the  bowels  resumed  a  healthy  action,  and  continued  so. 

Case  4.  Henry  W.,  aged  ten  years,  after  a  very  mild  attack  of 
typhoid  fever,  of  some  four  weeks,  and  after  he  was  dressed  and 
walking  about  the  house,  was  taken,  at  seven  o'clock,  a.  m.,  with 
profuse  diarrhoea  of  brown  water ;  each  morning,  at  the  same 
hour,  it  returned,  having  four  to  six  profuse  stools  before  ten 
o'clock,  a.  M„  when  it  would  cease  until  next  morning.  There 
was  nothing  in  his  diet  to  account  for  it ;  the  tongue  did  not  ap- 
pear coated;  no  thirst,  but  considerable  flatulence.  Arsenicium, 
China,  and  other  remedies,  were  tried  in  various  potencies,  with 
no  result.  The  same  thing  occurred  every  morning,  with  no 
other  perceptible  effect  than  weakening  him  very  much.  After 
eight  days,  I  gave  him  a  dose  of  Apis.  Mel.  200  at  bedtime,  and 
another  at  five  o'clock,  a.  m.,  and  there  was  no  more  diarrhoea. 
After  three  days,  the  stool  was  natural. 

I  presume  I  am  not  alone  among  physicians  of  our  school, 
in  having  been  exceedingly  annoyed  and  perplexed  with  cases  of 
gonorrhoea  suppressed  by  the  improper  use  of  injection**,  and  with 
the  obstinacy  with  which  the  results  of  such  •mpjfrfc**Jwi  will 
frequently  resist  treatment.    Latterly,  I  have  \hmh  ftwrtt  sue- 
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«cessful  with  such  cases,  and  will  notice  two  or  three  cases 
which  will  show  in  what  manner.  Mr.  R.  called  for  a  prescrip- 
tion for  intermittent  fever  (chills  and  fever  mixed  up  together), 
exceedingly  cold  extremities,  with  heat  of  head  and  face, 
recurring  every  night  at  ten  o'clock;  these  were  about  the  only 
symptoms  I  could  elicit.  I  gave  him  Gelseminum  Tincture,  one 
drop  every  two  hours.  Three  days  after,  he  came  again, 
Baying:  "How  is  this?    My  chills  and  fever  are  gone;  but  I 

had  gonorrhoea  two  weeks  ago,  which   Dr.  cured  with 

injections,  and  it  has  come  back  as  bad  as  ever."  He  averred 
there  had  been  no  new  infection;  in  fact,  I  was  satisfied  so  free 
a  discharge  could  not  have  come  from  that  cause  in  thfs  length 
of  time.    Mercurius  Cor.  cured  the  trouble  in  a  few  days. 

Mr.  L.  applied  to  me  in  December  to  cure  him  of  a  bad  nasal 
•catarrh,  which,  he  said,  had  come  on  within  the  last  four  weeks, 
there  was  considerable  pain  in  forehead ;  some  heat,  and  a  sensa- 
tion constantly,  as  of  something  pressing  on  the  nose  between 
the  eyes.  The  discharge  was  thick  and  heavy,  slightly  tinged 
with  green,  very  disagreeable  taste,  but  not  very  offensive  to 
smell.  I  gave  him  several  prescriptions,  with  no  relief,  and  he, 
as  well  as  myself,  were  feeling  somewhat  discouraged,  when  he 
told  ire  that  last  July  he  contracted  a  gonorrhoea,  which  had 
been  treated  unsuccessfully,  until  just  before  this  catarrh  began. 
A  strong  injection  of  something,  "  which  nearly  killed  him, " 
had  suddenly  cured  it;  and  he  had  not  felt  as  well 
since,  and  wondered  if  the  Doctor  could  have  used  anything 
that  could  poison  his  system.  Feeling  sure  that  I  now  had  a 
key-note,  and  remembering  the  last  case,  I  gave  him  at  once 
Gelseminum  Tincture  in  the  same  manner.  In  two  days  after, 
he  came,  saying  his  catarrh  was  very  much  better,  but  the  clap 
was  worse  than  ever;  and,  certainly,  the  discharge  was  enor- 
mous. I  have  never  seen  anything  like  it.  I  continued  the 
remedy  one-tenth,  in  drop  doses,  for  a  week,  when  the  catarrh 
was  quite  cured,  and  the  discharge  had  gradually  diminished 
after  the  second  day,  until  now  it  seemed  to  be  at  a  stand-still. 
It  is  but  slight  and  green  in  color.  I  now  gave  him  three  doses 
Pulsatilla  16,000,  which  completed  the  cure  in  a  few  days. 

Mr.  T.  called  me  December  20;  found  him  in  midst  of  a  severe 
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chill  of  intermittent  fever,  which  he  has  had  at  intervals  since 
serving  in  the  Chickahominy  swamps  in  1862,  and  for  which  he 
has  always  taken  quinine.  In  the  evening,  was  sent  for  again, 
and  found  him  with  violent  pain  in  left  ankle  and  foot,  especi- 
ally through  the  instep,  with  considerable  redness,  but  not 
much  swelling ;  exceedingly  sore ;  violent  fever;  pulse  140  and 
sharp ;  tongue  very  dry ;  considerable  pain  in  back  of  head  and 
left  shoulder,  with  some  pain  in  left  wrist.  He  then  told  me 
that  he  had  had  gonorrhoea  for  two  weeks,  and  the  glands  in 
the  groin  were  considerably  swollen ;  had  been  taking  mercu- 
rials, and,  two  days  previous  to  this,  a  druggist  had  used  an* 
injection  of  Per  Manganate  of  Potash,  which  entirely  stopped 
the  running  in  six  hours.  I  found  the  prepuce  enormously 
swollen,  the  glans  very  red  and  inflamed,  and  the  orifice  of  the 
urethra  dry  and  hot;  since  the  injection  he  has  had  intense 
pain  and  burning  on  urinating.  I  gave  him  Gelseminum  Tine- 
ture  two  drops  every  hour,  and,  in  the  morning,  found  the 
gonorrhoea  re-established  in  full  bloom,  and  all  other  symptoms 
correspondingly  improved.  Two  days  after,  his  rheumatism 
was  well,  and  he  had  no  more  chills  and  fever.  Sulphur  6000 
soon  cured  the  gonorrhoea. 

In  no  instance  where  the  discharge  has  been  re-established 
by  Gelseminumi  has  there  been  the  slightest  burning  or  scalding 
while  urinating,  nor  any  disposition  to  pass  into  a  condition. 
of  gleet. 


PHYTOLACCA  IN  DISEASES  OF  TEB  SKIN. 


BY  S.    M.   HALE,  M.  D.,  CHICAGO,   ILL. 


Those  who  have  used  Phytolacca  extensively  in  some  of  the 
severer  skin  diseases  of  a  chronic  character,  will  not  be  sur- 
prised at  the  assertion  that,  in  such  affections,  it  ranks  with 
Arrenicum,  Mercurius  and  Iodide  of  Potassa.  The  following 
cases  are  selected  as  examples  of  the  curative  power  of 
Phytolacca : 
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Case  I.  Lupus  Serpiginosa. — A  middle-aged  woman  came 
to  me  with  two-thirds  of  her  face  covered  with  unsightly  dis- 
ease. It  had  lasted  nearly  two  years,  commencing  its  ravages 
near  the  outer  angle  of  the  right  eye.  She  had  been  under 
Allopathic  and  Homoeopathic  treatment,  with  but  little  if  any 
benefit. 

Prescription — Phytolacca,  one-tenth  dil.,  x.  drops,  four  times 
a  day;  an  application  night  and  morning  of  Phytolacca  Cerate. 

In  two  weeks  improvement  was  manifested,  and  at  this  date 
(three  months  after  the  first  prescription)  the  disease  does  not 
progress.  The  face,  however,  has  the  appearance  of  having 
been  deeply  scarred  by  fire. 

No  pathogenic  symptoms  were  evolved  by  the  long  continu- 
ance; on  the  contrary,  the  patient  gained  constantly  in  health 
and  strength  during  all  the  treatment.  I  do  not  think  we  can 
expect  pathogenic  effects  under  such  circumstances.  The  med- 
icine spends  all  its  action  in  the  direction  of  the  curative  effect. 

Case  II.  Porrioo  Capitis. — A  boy,  twelve  years  old,  whose 
father  had  syphilis,  was  affected,  from  a  few  months  after  birth, 
with  this  loathsome  disorder.  The  whole  upper  portion  of  the 
scalp  was  covered*  with  the  peculiar  yellowish  green  moist  and 
foetid  crusts.  The  hair  had  fallen  from  the  diseased  portion, 
giving  the  head  the  appearance  of  a  shaven  monk.  The  boy's 
general  health  was  good.  It  is  probable  that  the  syphilitio 
miasm  had  some  influence  in  the  causation  or  perpetuation  of 
the  malady. 

My  first  impulse  was  to  use  a  lotion  of  Sulphite  of  Soda  or  Car- 
bolic Acid,  to  destroy  the  "parasitical  fungi."  I  remembered 
the  remark  of  Neligan,  that  "  they  require  for  their  reproduc- 
tion, to  be  planted  in  a  peculiar  soil;  that  is,  on  an  individual 
whose  system  is  in  a  peculiar  condition ; "  in  other  words,  the 
patient  has  a  psoric  diathesis,  or  has  some  cachexia  lurking  in 
the  system,  which  affords  a  condition  favorable  to  the  propaga- 
tion of  the  parasite.  I  resolved  to  test  the  value  of  Phytolacca, 
which  resembles  so  much,  in  its  action,  Arsenic  and  Iodine,  both 
of  which  are  most  powerful  against  this  disease. 

Phytolocca,  one:tenth  dil.,  v.  drops,  every  four  hours,  and 
Phytolacca  Cerate  to  be  applied  to  the  diseased  scalp,  morning 
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and  night,  .after  it  had  been  cleared  of  the  crusts  by  the  appli- 
cation of  a  flaxseed  poultice. 

In  a  week  there  was  a  decided  improvement ;  in  a  month 
only  a  few  pustules  were  visible;  and,  at  the  end  of  two 
months,  the  cure  was  perfected.  The  scalp  is  left  nearly  bald, 
and  it  is  doubtful  if  a  new  crop  of  hair  will  appear,  as  the  hair 
bulbs  are  probably  destroyed. 

No  pathogenetic  symptoms  appeared  in  this  case. 


FOREIGN. 


IMPORTANT  NOTES  FROM  FOREIGN  JOURNALS. 


Translated  expressly  for  the  Western  Homoeopathic  Observer. 


BY  C.  A.   JAEGER,   OF  ELGIN,  ILL. 


Ulcus  Ventriouli — Affection  of  the  Knee — Insufficiency  of  the  Mitred 
Valve — Chorea — Homoeopathic  Hospital  at  Leipsic. 


ULCUS  VENTEICULI. 

A  young  lady,  twenty-six  years  of  age,  suffered  for  six  weeks 
from  violent  pain  in  stomach ;  pain  is  cutting — at  times 
piercing ;  starts  from  a  certain  point  and  branches  out  to  the 
back  and  the  abdomen ;  the  attacks  occur  when  the  stomach  is 
empty,  as  well  as  after  eating,  and  especially  after  eating  vege- 
tables— beans,  peas,  etc.,  and  also  after  acid  food.  The  patient 
has  passed  many  sleepless  nights  during  this  time;  she  has 
poor  appetite;  complains  of  some  eructations  and  obstinate 
constipation,  vomiting  of  food,  and  acid  fluid  will  occur  every 
few  days.  During  an  attack  about  a  week  ago,  she  vom- 
ited a  little  blood.  There  is  a  sense  of  pressure  in  epigastrium, 
a  circumscribed  spot,  which  is  very  sensitive,  and  she  denotes 
this  spot  as  that  from  whence  the  pain  proceeds.  Otherwise,  the 
patient  is  well.      IJad  Allopathic  treatment  for  three  weeks, 
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-without  benefit.  Her  physician  informed  her  she  had  an  ulcder 
on  the  stomach. 

2?nx  Vom.,  2d  dil.,  gtt.  ni.  every  evening,  arrested  the  vom- 
iting ;  the  stools  became  more  regular,  and  the  attacks  of  pain 
Jess  frequent,  but  their  severity  not  diminished. 

Ars.,  3d  dil,  a  dose  every  morning,  for  two  weeks,  but  had 
little  effect  on  the  pain.  Baryta  Garb.,  ni.,  every  other  morning 
a  dose,  removed  the  pain  entirely,  and  the  patient  was  cured  in 
four  weeks.  Three  months  after  the  treatment,  no  symptoms 
of  the  affection  w^ere  manifested. 

KALI  CARB.   IN  AFFFCTIOKS   OF   THE   KNEE. 

Gouilon,  in  the  Kl.  Ztg.}  says  that  Kali  Carb.  is  a  specific  in 
certain  sub-acute  affections  of  the  knee-joint,  when  it  is  difficult 
for  the  patient  to  walk  up  and  down  stops.  There  are  no 
objective  signs  of  inflammation,  and  it  cannot  be  ascertained 
whether  the  seat  of  the  affection  is  in  the  ligaments,  the 
muscles,  or  aponeurosis  of  the  joint. 

SENEGA   IN   CHRONIC   CATARRH   OF  THE  BLADDER. 

Senega — a  most  valuable  remedy  in  chronic  catarrh  of  the 
bladder,  as  well  as  in  the  sub-acute  form,  when  there  is  frequent 
desire  to  urinate,  and  burning  during  the  act  of  micturition; 
also,  burning  in  the  urethra  previous  and  after  urinating ;  urine 
loaded  with  mucous  flecks.  Goullon. 

INSUFFICIENCY  OF  THE  VALVULA  MITRALIS. 

A  lad,  aged  eleven  years,  had  scarlet  fever  about  a  year  ago, 
and  soon  thereafter  a  slight  attack  of  arthritis;  since  that  time 
the  symptoms,  for  which  the  parents  now  ask  advice,  made 
their  appearance,  and  continued  gradually  to  increase.  The 
boy  is  very  pale  and  looks  miserably,  complaining  of  shortness 
of  breathing  and  palpitation  of  the  heart,  whenever  he  exerts 
himself  more  than  usual.  At  times  he  has  headache,  with 
vertigo.  He  has  constant  cough,  with  considerable  mucous 
expectoration.  The  appetite  is  good  And  stools  regular,  although 
for  the  past  six  months  there  has  been  a  tendency  to  diarrhoea. 
The  patient  is  much  exhausted.  A  physical  examination  con- 
firmed the  diagnosis  of  insufficiency  of  the  mitral  valve,  with 
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hypertrophy  and  dilatation  of  the  right  ventricle.     Bronchial 
catarrh  of  both  sides  is  also  present. 

The  patient  was  ordered  a  plain  but  nutritions  diet,  and  was- 
advised  to  drink  freely  of  fresh  milk  daily,  and  to  avoid  all 
excitement,  exhaustion  and  muscular  exertion.  Digitalis  in.,  a 
dose  morning  and  evening,  was  given  for  some  time,  without 
beneficial  result.  Arsen.,  4th  dil.,  for  a  while,  followed  by  Ferr- 
Mur.,  2d,  were  given.  The  patient  improved  somewhat  under 
these  remedies;  the  dyspnoea  and  cough  were  considerably- 
improved,  and  his  general  appearance  had  much  augmented 
but  the  physical  signs  of  the  heart  remained  the  same 
Digitalis,  2d  dil.,  was  now  ordered,  and  followed  with  the 
fifteenth  dilution,  in  five-drop  doses,  every  morning  and  evening, 
which  was  continued  for  two  and  a  half  months.  The  patient 
improved  rapidly,  and  recovered  entirely.  The  treatment  was 
commenced  on  January  4th,  1867,  and  continued  until  June  9th, 
and  the  patient  is  at  the  time  of  writing  (October,  1868,)  a 
healthy  lad.— [Polle  Klin.  Ztg. 

CHOREA. 

This  case  occurred  in  a  school-girl,  eleven  years  of  age.  After 
she  had  been  punished  at  school,  she  considered  herself  dis- 
graced to  such  a  degree,  that,  being  of  a  very  nervous  tempera- 
ment and  easily  irritated,  she  exhibited  almost  uncontrollable 
anger.  She  informed  her  parents  of  her  punishment,  relating' 
the  circumstances  in  a  very  peeuliar  and  hurried  manner,  and 
showing  quite  a  change  in  her  action  and  gesticulation,  etc. 
From  that  period  there  was  restlessness,  frequent  crying  with- 
out cause,  refosal  to  eat,  with  twitchings  in  fingers,  picking  at 
surrounding  objects,  and  other  symptoms  of  a  high  degree  of 
nervous  excitement.  At  the  time  of  Dr.  B.'s  visit,  she  acted  in 
a  most  singular  manner ;  would  not  answer  any  of  his  ques- 
tions; looked  at  him  with  a  vacant  and  dull  expression.  At 
times  she  would  cry  violently,  and  then  suddenly  smile,  which 
was  followed  again  by  a  dull  look.  She  felt  especially  low- 
spirited  when,  in  her  hearing,  her  friends  spoke  of  her  condi- 
tion, which  she  fully  realised.  The  Allopathic  treatment, 
which  was  followed  about  ten  days,  produced  no  benefit,  when 
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Dr.  B.  prescribed  Hyos.,  2d  dil,  a  dose  morning  and  night,  and 
continued  the  treatment  for  four  months,  after  which  she  was- 
discharged,  cured  and  able  to  attend  her  school.  There  was  no* 
return  of  the  affection  a  year  after. — [Billig.  Horn.  Klin.  Ztg. 

HOMCEOPATHIC   HOSPITAL  IN  LEIPSIC. 

"Up  to  January  1st,  1869,  there  have  been  contributed  for  the- 
above  hospital  1700  t balers.    It  may  be  mentioned  here,  that, 
quite  a  large  amount  of  this  sum  has  deen  contributed  by  the 
laity,  and  friends  of  HomcBopathy  generally.     Amongst  the 
donors,  we  find,  also,  a  few  names  from  the  United  States 

KAFKA'S   THERAPIA. 

Kafka's  Therapia  will  soo a  be  completed — the  last  number  of 
this  great  work  will  appear  on  the  15th  of  January.  Many  of 
our  Homoeopathic  physicians  are  looking  with  great  interest 
for  its  arrival  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

TAKE8   IT   BACK. 

The  last  number  of  the  Vienna  Med.  Gazette  takes  back 
what  it  said,  in  regard  to  the  banishment  of  Homoeopaths  and 
the  prohibition  of  Homoeopathy  in  Russia.  The  chickens  have- 
come  home  to  roost. 
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OVARIAN  OYSTIC   TUMOUR. 


BY  FRANCIS  BLACK,   M.  D. 


An  unmarried  lady,  ©t.  32,  with  dark  hair  and  healthy- 
appearance,  has  suffered  since  the  23d  Jniy,  1867,  from  severe 
cutting  pains  in  the  hypogastrium,  but  they  became  more 
severe  on  the  19th,  when  I  was  consulted.  The  patient  haa 
hitherto'  enjoyed  good  health,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a. 
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tendency  to  severe  headache  in  the  temples,  attended  by  great 
intolerance  of  light  and  sound,  the  general  health  has  been 
good,  and  there  have  been  no  signs  of  disorder  of  the  uterine 
functions. 

She  has  prescribed  Puis,  for  herself,  and  thinks  it  has  much 
diminished  the  headache. 

July  29th. — She  complains  of  sharp  cutting  pains,  which 
sometimes  are  most  agonizing,  felt  principally  in  hypogastrium 
and  towards  right  iliac  region.  The  pains  are  mnclwncreased 
by  walking ;  there  is  slight  tenderness  on  pressure  over  right 
iliac  region,  and  towards  the  groin.  The  abdomen  is  much  dis- 
tended by  flatulence,  but  above  the  pubis  and  to  the  right  side 
there  is  a  suspicion  of  swelling,  as  if  bladder  were  over  dis- 
tended; bowels  costive;  urine  scanty  and  high-colored;  no 
-appetite ;  tongue  furred ;  pulse  normal. 

From  29th  July  to  10th  August  the  remedies  given  were 
Bry.,  Bell.,  Merc.  Frequent  hot  sitz-baths  were  taken,  and  hot 
poultices  applied  to  the  abdomen.  The  pain  gradually  sub- 
sided, recurring,  however,  in  short  paroxysms  from  time  to 
time:  the  flatulent  distension  disappeared,  and  then  the  sus- 
picions of  tumour  were  fully  confirmed.  A  smooth  tumour,  of 
the  size  and  shape  of  a  cocoa-nut,  can  be  felt  low  in  the  hypo- 
gastric, and  right  iliac  region.  The  tumor  is  now  slight-y 
tender  when  pressed,  but  palpation  gives  no  evidence  of  liquid 
contents. 

August  14th. — Pain  and  tenderness  hav *  now  disappeared ; 
the  tumour  is  evident  to  the  sight ;  and  the  patient  states  that, 
since  April,  1867/  she  has  noticed  an  increased  size  of  her 
bowels.     Graph.  3  two  grains  every  evening. 

19th. — The  attempt  to  pack  a  trunk  has  caused  a  return  of 
intense  pains  in  the  right  iliac  region,  extending  through  the 
bowels  and  to  the  loins.  Bell.  1  was  urst  gi  ren,  and  this  failing 
to  relieve,  Conium  in  frequent  doses  was  prescribed,  with  good 
results. 

September  23d. — The  tumor  has  now  attained  a  large  size; 
it  feels  smooth  and  tense ;  is  slightly  tender  when  pressed ;  and 
there  is  indistinct  fluctuation. 
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The  abdomen,  measured  round  in  a  line  with  iliac  crests,  is. 
thirty-six  inches, 

The  urine  is  scanty,  and  there  are  frequent  painful  calls  to< 
pass  it.    Bromide  of  Potassium,  gr.  xii. ;  Aq.  Best.  3  vi. 

A  dessert- spoonful  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day  in  a  wine- 
glassful  of  water. 

A  tepid  sitz-bath,  in  which  is  dissolved  a  teaspoonful  of  Brom.. 
Pot,  to  be  used  every  forenoon,  and  during  the  day  an  abdom- 
inal compress,  soaked  in  a  similar  solution,  to  be  worn. 

This  treatment  was  steadily  followed,  with  from  time  to  time 
a  few  days1  interruption,  until  the  end  of  February,  when  it. 
was  discontinued. 

During  October  and  November  there  were  now  and  then. 
threatenings  of  attacks  of  ovarian  pain,  which  were  speedily 
relieved  by  Con.  M.  By  the  end  of  October  there  was  evident 
dimunition  of  the  tumour:  this  dimunition  steadily  continued ;, 
so  that,  by  the  end  of  February,  1868,  the  swelling  was  scarcely 
to  be  discovered,  and  by  April  it  had  entirely  disappeared  A 
careful  examination  on  the  30th  of  May  gave  the  same  results,. 
and  another  made  in  August  afforded  no  trace  whatever  of 
tumour,  tho  measurement  of  abdomen,  taken  in  a  line  with 
crests  of  ilium,  being  twenty-six  inches,  showing  a  dimunition 
of  ten  inches.  It  does  not  appear  necessary  to  discuss  the 
nature  of  this  case ;  for,  though  ovarian  tumours  do  sometimes 
present  great  difficulties  in  determining  their  seat  and  charac- 
ter, yet  in  this  instance  all  the  circumstances  facilitated  the 
diagnosis.  The  course  of  tho  tumour  from  its  commencement,  x 
throughout  its  growth,  and  its  decrease,  was  easily  traced. 
The  absence  of  all  disturbing  points,  such  as  pregnancy,  disease 
of  the  womb,  liver,  and  bowels,  coupled  with  an  indistinct 
fluctuation,  left  no  doubt  in  my  mind  as  to  the  existence  of  an 
ovarian  cystic  tumour,  probably  unilocular.  In  coming  to  this 
conclusion,  I  was  quite  aware  of  the  existence  of  simulated 
tumours,  which  have  led  qven  to  the  serious  blunder  of  per- 
forming ovariotomy  where  no  actual  tumour  existed.  It  was 
such  a  misiake  in  the  hands  of  Lizars  (1823)  which  led  Liston 
to  ipply  the  term  belly-ripping  to  the  operation.  But,  in  my 
patient's  case,  the  course  of  the  tumour  so  precluded  this  pos- 
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eible  errorr  in  diagnosis,  that  I  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  use 
Sir  J.  Simpson's  simple  test — the  inhalation  of  chloroform, 
under  which  each  phantom  tumours  suddenly  disappear. 

When  the  nature  of  the  case  was  explained,  the  patient  and 
her  family  naturally  became  alarmed ;  and  soon  the  question 
was  raised,  ought  so  serious  a  case  to  be  left  under  Homoeo- 
pathic treatment;  or,  as  was  urged  by  some  of  the  friends, 
ought  the  patient  to  be  placed  uhder  an  eminent  surgeon  in 
London,  who  has  deservedly  gained  reputation  in  performing 
ovariotomy?  The  patient's  choice  was  influenced  by  a  fatal 
result  in  the  case  *f  a  young  lady,  set.  nineteen,  her  neighbor, 
who  had  not  lo^g  before  submitted  to  this  operation,  so  that 
she  was  inclined  to  follow  the  advice  I  £ave  her,  to  this  effect : 

"I  cannot  hold  out  any  hope  of  cure;  I  have  occasionally 
treated  ovar*an  tumours,  but  only  in  a  cursory  way ;  I  have 
never  cured  any,  but  whether  owing  to  treatment  or  to  natural 
results,  I  have  known  such  diseases  exist  for  years  without 
much  disturbing  the  health,  while  others  again  have  rapidly 
shortened  and  harassed  the  patient's  life.  As  long  as  your 
tumour  does  not  rapidly  increase,  and  your  general  health  does 
not  suffer,  resist  all  surgical  interference." 

The  patient  gladly  accepted  this  advice,  and  she  was  willing 
to  submit  to  a  medical  experiment. 

In  fixing  on  the  medicines  my  argument  was  this.  I  have 
found  various  remedies,  such  as  Bry.,  Bell.,  Con.,  Graph.,  Plat., 
Puis.,  Sep.,  Iodide  of  Merc.,  useful  in  inflammatory  and  functional 
diseases  of  the  ovary;  why  may  they  not  be  beneficial  in 
removing  that  peculiar  morbid  nutrition  which  permits  the 
<4raafian  follicules  to  become  enlarged,  hypertrophied,  and 
dropsical?  There  seems  nothing  impossible  in  this,  but  my 
experience  had  been  nugatory,  and  HomcBopathic  clinical 
records  throw  little  light  on  the  subject;  so  I  resolved  to  make 
this  experiment  with  a  new  remedy.  In  selecting  the  Bromide 
of  Potassium,  I  had  no  true  indications;  it  is  known  to  produce 
anaesthesia  of  the  sexual  organs,  and  the  efficacy  of  the  Kneuz- 
nach  waters  in  discussing  fibrous  tumours  of  the  uterus  is 
attributed  to  the  presence  of  this  salt.*    Shortly  after  com- 


*  Nearlv  a?  much  as  is  known  ~  al  action  of  Bromide  of  Potamum  is 

Riven  by  Dr.  Hughes  in  this  nun  1,  p.  10.     In  this  extract,  Dr.  Victor 
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mencing  this  remedy,  the  tumour  gradually  diminished,  and  in 
six  months  it  had  entirely  disappeared.  No  apparent  physio- 
logical action  of  the  remedy  was  manifested,  unless  it  was  an 
increased  flow  of  urine,  which  previously  was  scanty. 

Was  recovery  in  this  case  dependent  or  independent  of  the 
Bromide  of  Potassium  t  I  have  as  yet  met  with  only  one  other 
successful  case,  which  has  just  been  published  in  the  November 
number  of  the  Edinburgh  Monthly  Journal.  In  this  interesting 
case,  the  tumour  was  so  large  as  to  necessitate  tapping.  If,  in 
the  natural  history  of  such  cystic  tumours,  it  is  very  rare  to  find 
one  which  has  gained  any  size  disappear  without  surgical 
interference,  so  is  it  as  rare  to  find  the  fluid  cease  to  collect 
after  tapping;  on  the  contrary,  this  operation,  by  removing 
pressure,  appears  to  stimulate  the  serous  secretion.  The  dis- 
appearance of  the  tumour  after  tapping  is  strong  presumptive 
evidence  of  the  therapeutic  virtuo  of  the  Bromide.  Prom  the 
time  this  remedy  was  administered  diminution  of  size  com- 
menced; then  after  some  months  the  Bromide  had  to  be  sus- 
pended, owing  to  an  attack  of  gastritis,  when  the  tumour,  which 
had  been  reduced  to  a  small  compass,  gradually  regained  the 
same  size  as  previous  to  the  tapping,  and  even  caused  the 
impression  that  the  operation  must  be  again  performed.  But, 
tinder  the  action  of  increased  doses  of  the  Bromide  of  Potassium, 
the  tumour  again  gradually  diminished ;  the  pain  ceased ;  the 
general  health  improved,  and  at  last  the  tumour  wholly  disap- 
peared. An  examination  per  rectum  discovered  the  existence 
of  a  small  excrescence  on  the  left  ovary,  the  shrivelled  remains 
of  the  ovarian  cyst. 

These  two  cases  may  lairly  be  considered  as  probable 
instances  of  the  therapeutic  virtues  of  Bromide  of  Potassium. 
The  difference  of  dose  in  the  two  cases  is  marked.  I  adminis- 
tered for  months  one  grain  three  times  a  day,  in  addition  to  the 
medicated  sitz  bath  and  bandage,  while  Dr.  Miller  gave  five 
grains  three  times  a  day  for  two  months,  and  then  increased 
the  dose  to  fifteen  grains,  with  the  curious  result  that  the  con- 

B.is  re  says:  "In  no  case  hare  I  yet  seen  'lelirium  or  hallucinations;"  but  Mr.  Catel), 
Brit.  J.  of  Horn.,  vol.  zi.,  p.  344  reports  dull  headache,  peculiar  stupor,  and  irrisistible 
leniency  to  sleep  interrupted  by  a  strange  kind  of  delirium,  differing  from  that  of 
other  narcotics;  stupid  incoherence,  as  in  idiocy,  with  occasional  hallucinations. 
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stant  nausea  excited  by  the  five-grain  dose  disappeared  under 
the  use  of  the  larger.     It  is  to  be  hopecl  that  future  trials  or 
Bromide  of  Potassium  may  remove  the  general  discouragement 
which  exists  in  the  profession  as  to  the  utility  of  any  remedy 
in  ovarian  dropsy. 

I  give  in  a  note  the  only  cases  I  can  find  of  ovarian  cysts 
treated  by  Homoeopathic  remedies.* 

From  the  comparative  success  of  ovariotomy  at  the  present 
time,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  probabilities  of  medical  treat- 
ment being  useful  will  be  more  than  ever  overlooked,  and  cases 
in  their  early  stage  be  subjected  to  operation. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  get  an  accurate  return  of  the  natural 
termination  of  ovarian  cysts.  The  process  of  growth  varies 
greatly — sometimes  it  is  slow,  hardly  observable,  then  rapid 
increase  may  take  place.  This  again  may,  for  longer  or  shorter 
periods  be  arrested,  and  in  some  instances  not  shortening  life ; 
but  more  frequently  great  increase  takes  place,  torturing  the* 
patient  and  causing  death.  Sometimes,  though  very  rarely, 
the  cyst  ruptures  into  the  rectum  or  peritoneum,  sometimes 
killing  the  patient,  and  in  other  instances  leading  to  cure.  The 
tendency  to  cyst  formations  is  often  temporary,  apparently 


♦  Dr.  Craig  reports  a  case  of  unilocular  ovarian  cyst,  in  a  natient  »t.  seventy-four, 
where  he  tapped  for  the  third  time;  after  this  operation  Dr.  Irvine  treated  the  case 
HomcBopathically;  no  rem  1  dies  named.  The  disease  did  not  return  to  an  extent  to* 
cause  discomfort,  and  she  lived  eight  years  and  died  from  senile  decav.  The  post 
mortem  revealed  a  unilocular  cyst  containing  three  pints  of  fluid,  and  attached  by  a 
small  pedicle  to  the  left  ovary.— {Brit.  J.  of  Horn.,  vol.  xviii.,  i860. 

He  mentions  another  case  of  gradually  increasing  ovarian  tumour  in  a  woman  et. 
twenty- five.  After  eight  months  of  unsuccessful  treatment  (he  names  no  remedies), 
Dr.  Craig,  in  December,  1852,  tapped  the  tumonr  and  drew  off  fourteen  pints  of  fluid. 
The  abdomen  wa*  kept  well  bound  up,  and  she  took  Apis  for  four  months.  In  October, 
1857,  the  swelling  had  again  become  uncomfortably  large ;  eleven  pints  of  fluid  were 
withdrawn,  and  Apis  given  for  a  length  of  time.  In  1858  she  married;  she  has  had 
no  children,  and  in  18G0  there  was  no  trace  of  the  tumour. 

He  reports  another  case  in  a  patient  sat.  thirty-six,  which  he  tapped  four  times  in  two 
years,  giving  ApU  after  each  operatiou ;  she  at  last  became  so  exhausted  that  he  declined 
to  operate  a  fifth  time;  she  died  shortly  after.  In  this  case  the  tumour  had  existed 
thirteen  years. 

Dr.  Hirsch,  of  Prague,  reports  a  case  of  ovarian  cyst  which  had  increased  so  much  as 
to  injure  the  health  of  the  patient.  He  at  first  gave  Can.  Sat.,  with  relief  to  the  dyspnoea  r 
cough,  and  scanty  urine,  etc.,  but  no  marked  diminution  of  the  tumour  was  apparent. 
He  then  prescribed  the  iodine  mineral  waters  of  Hall,  in  doses  which  he  estimated  to 
contain  the  forty -eighth  of  a  grain  of  Iodine.  In  fourteen  days  the  tumour  was  less,  and 
in  four  weeks  it  had  nearly  disappeared.  A  short  residence  in  the  country  completed 
the  cure,  and  four  years  had  elapsed  without  any  return  of  the  tumour.— I Brit.  J.  of 
Horn.,  vol.  xx.,  i862,  extracted  from  Meyer's  Allgemine  Homoopathiscne  Zeitung, 
May,  1862. 

Dr.  Edward  Philips  reports  a  case  of  ovarian  disease  where  there  was  a  tumour  the 
size  of  a  hand,  wijh  sharp,  shooting  pains,  and  great  swelling  of  the  abdomen.  There 
was  here  great  general  and  uterine  disturbance.  China  and  JVux  were  the  remedies 
given,  and  with  great  and  speedy  benefit.  Boon  the  abdominal  swelling  disappeared, 
and  the  swelling  could  not  De  distinctly  felt.  But  the  last  report,  though  it  states  os 
uteri  natural,  makes  no  mention  of  the  conditions  of  ovary;  an  omission  much  to  be 
regretted.— [Brit  J.  of  Horn.,  vol.  ii.,  p.  32e. 
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exhausting  itself  in  the  production  of  one  large  cyst,  and  thus 
diminishing  the  likelihood  of  a  fatal  issue.  The  dangerous 
nature  of  the  tumour  increases  when  it  is  formed  of  a  successive 
production  of  cysts  within  or  upon  those  first  formed. 

The  difficult  question  to  solve  is,  How  many  live  with 
ovarian  dropsy?  how  many  die  from  its  effects?  These  inter* 
ested  in  this  question  will  find  it  very  ably  handled  by  Dr. 
Graily  Hewitt.* 

He  analyzes  forty-four  cases  reported  by  Dr.  ft.  Lee,  and  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three  by  Mr.  Salford,  and  the  general  con- 
clusion he  comes  to  is,  "that  the  probable  duration  of  a  case  of 
ovarian  disease  of  progressive  character  is,  in  eighty-five  to 
ninety  per  cent,  of  the  cases,  two,  or  at  most,  three  years ;  of 
the  apparently  'stationary,'  or  chronic  cases,  the  prognosis  is 
more  favorable,  but  in  such  cases  the  disease  is  liable  at  any 
moment  to  start  into  fresh  activity. 

"  The  foregoing  observations  give  some  idea — an  idea  which 
cannot  be  very  wide  of  the  truth — as  to  the  nature  of  the  evil 
we  have  before  us  when  a  patient  presents  herself  with  ovarian 
dropsy.  The  first  question  we  naturally  put  to  ourselves  with 
a  case  of  the  kind  to  decide  upon  is,  Does  this  case  belong  to 
the  fortunate  series — the  ten  or  fifteen  in  the  one  hundred;  or 
is  she  one  of  the  ninety  who  must  die  in  the  course  of  two  or 
three  years  if  unrelieved?" 

Dr.  Graily  Hewitt  prefers  drawing  his  conclusions  from  such 
tables  in  preference  to  being  influenced  by  records  of  isolated 
instances  where  the  patient  has  lived  twenty,  thirty,  or  fifty 
years;  but,  independent  of  such  extraordinary  cases,  I  think 
these  tables  under-estimate  the  duration  and  frequency  of  the 
favorable  class,  from  their  not  Including  a  not  inconsiderable 
number  of  cases  which,  from  their  causing  little  inconvenience, 
are  only  casually  seen  by  the  medical  man,  and  the  record  of 
their  history  is  thus  overlooked. 

Dr.  Hewitt  holds  that  when  the  disease  is  not  of  progressive 
oharacter,  the  question  of  ovariotomy  is  not  to  be  considered. 
As  showing  the  present  aspect  of  the  question,  he  mentions 
that  since  the  first  edition  of  his  work,  1863,  the  successfu. 

•  "Diseases  of  Womec,"  3d  edit.,  1868,  p. 607. 
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results  obtained  by  various  operations  has  induced  Dr.  West, 
who  had  previously  strongly  disapproved  of  the  operation,  to 
withdraw  his  objection. 

Dr.  Hewitt  thus  concludes : 

"  The  decision  for  or  against  ovariotomy  should  be  left  to  the 
patient  or  her  friends;  it  is  for  them  to  take  the  respon- 
sibility. It  is  our  duty,  firstly,  to  make  a  diagnosis  as 
accurately  as  possible,  taking  the  whole  circumstances,  past 
and  present,,  into  consideration ;  secondly,  to  make,  to  the  best 
of  our  ability,  a  prognosis  of  the  case,  and  to  lay  before  the 
patient  and  her  friends  the  results  arrived  at,  and,  if  it  is 
possible  to  state  the  chances  for  or  against  her  numerically,  it 
is  better  to  do  so. 

"For  reasons  which  have  been  already  sufficiently  alluded 
to,  it  is  occasionally  most  difficult  to  put  our  prognosis  into 
a  numerical  shape,  but  until  we  can  do  so,  a  decision  for  or 
against  ovariotomy  cannot  be  come  to  satisfactorily.  And  the 
patient  must  be  informed  what  are  the  probabilities  of  her  life 
being  saved  by  the  different  methods  of  treatment— -ovari- 
otomy, tapping,  etc.,  respectively."* — [British  Journal  of  Homoe- 
opathy, January,  1869. 


OBSTETRICAL, 


TEE  ST.  LOUIS  IMPROVED  OBSTETRICAL  FORCEPS. 


BT   T.   G.   COMSTOOK,    M.  D.,   PROF.   OBSTETRICS,  HOM.    MED.   OOL.,  MO. 


Fer  some  years  past,  in  a  large  midwifery  practice,  I  have 
found  it  necessary  in  many  instances  to  apply  the  forceps,  and 
in  the  majority  of  cases  they  have  been  in  primipanc.  In 
former  years  I  dreaded  to  apply  the  forceps  in  first  labors,  but 
experience  proves  that  it  must  be  done.  The  forces  which  I 
have  generally  preferred  were  Davis*,  modified  by  Meigs;  but 

•There  1b  an  Interesting  appendix  to  this  article  on  "Orarlan  Cvatic  Tumour," 
healed  by  Dr.  Miller  with  BromUU  of  Pota$*ium,"  but  our  apace  forbids  it*  Insertion 
here. 
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these  latter  present  several  objections.  The  fenstro  are  wider 
than  necessary,  and,  in  the  hands  of  the  inexperienced,  a  rup- 
ture of  the  perineum  was  not  an  unfrequent  consequence.  I 
have  tried  several  other  forceps,  viz.,  the  German  forceps,, 
Hodge's,  and  Simpson's,  but  I  have  found  some  objections  to 
them  all.  After  much  reflection  and  carefully  examining,  not 
only  the  above  named,  but  Elliot's,  Bedford's,  Radford's, 
Burrell's,  Wallace's,  Bethel's,  and  other  forceps.  I  have  devised 
a  new  forceps,- which  are  a'  modificatiom  of  all  others.  Thev 
are  made  of  the  best 
steel ;  are  lighter 
than  other  forceps ; 
have  a  pelvic  and, 
cranial  curve  which 
exactly  corresponds 
with  the  axis  of  the 
pelvis  and  contour 
of  the  child's  head.  They  are  more  easily  introduced,  applied 
and  locked  than  other  forceps.  They  can  be  used  when  the 
head  is  in  the  superior  strait,  quite  as  well  as  when  it  is  in  the 
inferior  strait,  and  thereby  obviate  the  necessity  of  ever  em- 
ploying Hodge's  or  Baudelocque's  long  iorceps.  It  has  been 
my  fortune,  or  misfortune,  to  have  had  some  extremely  difficult 
cases  of  labor  during  the  past  year  requiring  the  forceps,  and 
I  have  never  found  such  satisfactory  results  from  the  use  of  any 
others  as  from  these. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  I  prefer  the  old  English  mortice-lock ; 
and,  also,  just  above  the  lock,  between  the  shanks,  they  are 
curved  laterly,  so  as  to  make  an  opening  or  widening  between 
them.  This  peculiarity  I  have  not  found  in  any  other  forceps, 
except  the  old  Radford's  (English)  forceps.  The  intention  of 
this  is  to  act  as  a  purchase  for  the  fingers  in  making  traction, 
rendering  the  forceps  more  symmetrical,  and  practically  more 
convenient,  than  the  rings  which  are  for  the  same  purposje  in 
Bedford's  forceps. 

I  now  offer  these  forceps  to  the  profession,  believing  them  to 

be  superior  to  any  others. 

[Note  by  thk  Editor. — It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  give  to  the  pro- 
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fesaion  a  description  and  cut  of  Pro!  Comstock's  "  St.  Louis  Obatetrical 
Forceps."  We  sincerely  trust  that  all  Homoeopathic  physicians,  but 
especially  the  professor*  of  obstetrics  in  our  medical  colleges  wilt 
introduce  the  instrument  into  general  use,  fbr  we  believe  Prof.  C.  has 
only  arrived  at  the  present  perfection  of  his  instrument  after  years  of 
experience  and  thought] 


Reviews  of  New  Books. 


Ton  Anatomical  Basis  of  Therapeutics,  an  essay  by 
William  Sharp,  M.  D.,  F.  B.  S.  London :  Henry  Turner  & 
Co-,  1868.     (From  the  publisher.) 

Perhaps  there  is  no  physician  of  our  school  who  has  done 
more  fbr  the  proper  understanding  and  extension  of  Homoeop- 
athy than  Dr.  William  Sharp.  His  tracts  are  widely  known 
and  circulated  through  this  country  aud  Europe,  and  have  been 
of  exceeding  seivice  in  explaining  and  propagating  the  law  of 
similia  among  professional  and  non-professional  readers. 

The  admirable  features  in  all  these  tracts,  are  their  clearness 
and  perspicuity;  the  logical  deductions  which  are  drawn  from 
the  premises;  and,  above  all,  the  effort  made  to  bring  the 
collateral  sciences  to  bear  upon  the  law  of  cure,  and  to  render 
the  study  of  them  essential  to  the  enlightened  Homoeopathic 
pratitioner.  The  tendency  of  many  who  undoubtedly  hold 
high  position  in  our  school,  is  to  discard  the  teachings  of 
physiology  and  pathology,  anatomy  and  chemistry,  and  to 
reduce  Homoeopathy  to  a  mechanical-symptom-hunting-system, 
without  regard  to  any  of  the  above  named  collateral  branches. 
Dr.  Sharp's  last  essay  (reprinted  from  the  "  Monthly  Homoeo- 
pathic Review ")  is  replete  with  sound  sense  and  good  judg- 
ment, and  we  are  glad  to  be  able  to  quote  somewhat  at  length, 
portions  of  his  essay,  for  the  benefit  of  our  readers. 

He  states  that  the  Homoeopathic  law  admits  of  three 
divisions — 

1.  "  The  remedy  for  each  individual  patient  must  have,  in 
its  provings,  similar  symptoms." 
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2.  "It  must  be  capable  of  producing  similar  disease." 

3.  "  It  must  affect  similar  organs  or  parts  of  the  body." 

In  defining  the  first  proposition,.  Dr.  Sharp  introduces  many 
-quotations  to  piovc  that  this  oertainly  was  the  bask  of  the  prac- 
tice of  Hahnemann,  and  we  believe  such  truly  to  have  been  the 
belief  of  the  founder  of  our  school,  and  such  certainly  is  the 
understanding  of  the  law  by  very  many  of  his  followers  at  the 
present  day.  On  this  point,  Br.  Sharp  writes:  "That  the 
symptom-method  of  prescribing  drugs  as  remedies  in  disease 
has  merit — great  merit— is  evidenced  by  the  best  of  all  proofb — 
the  practical  proof  of  success— success  in  the  fooe  of  the  most 
powerful  and  most  determined  opposition  -that  anything 
medical  was  ever  exposed  to/1  Wtfile,  however,  making  this 
frank  and  manly  acknowledgment,  he  goes  on  to  state  dis- 
tinctly its  objections.  He  argues  that  this  method  has  led  "to 
an  arrangement  of  symptoms  produced  by  the  proving  of  drugs 
which  prevents  their  true  character,  as  signs  of  the  diseases 
which  they  represent,  being  discovered.'1 

2.  "  This  arrangement  in  the  symptoms  of  the  provings  often 
leads  to  the  selection  of  a  remedy  for  insufficient,  or  even  frivolous 
reasons. 

3.  "  To  carry  out  this  method  with  the  minuteness  its  advo- 
cates, to  a  man  engaged  in  extensive  practice,  is  impossible. 
He  is  necessarily  driven  into  a  slovenly  routine." 

4.  "The  symptom-method  ignores  anatomy,  physiology, 

PATHOLOGY  and  DIAGNOSIS,  and  RENDERS  THEM  USELESS." 

5.  "  In  consequence  of  the  rejection  of  pathology,  etc.,  the 
prescriber  must  be  liable  to  overlook  the  distinction  between 
idiopathic  and  sympathetic  affections;  between  symptoms 
which  arise  from '  diseases  of  the  organs  they  are  connected 
with,  and  those  which  are  the  effect  of  sympathy  with  some 
other  diseased  organ. 

6.  "The  imperfection  of  the  method  is  acknowledged,  not  in 
words,  but  in  deeds,  by  Hahnemann,  himself.    After  following 
it  for  some  years,  he  found  that  he  could  not  in  this  manner, 
cure  chronic  diseases,  and  he  was  compelled  so  far  to  forsake 
his  symptom  treatment,  with  respect  to  them,  as  to  invent  a 
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pathological  hypothesis,  which  was  to  underlie  the  symptoms,  and 
help  in  the  selection  of  the  remedy. 

.  7.  "Iikstly,  the  symptom-method  renders  the  medical  profes- 
sion, itself  almost  unnecessary*  The  mechanical  comparison  of 
symptoms,  without  reference  to  internal  morbid  conditions, 
puts  the  layman  on  a  level  with  the  physician.  It  is  this  which  has 
given  rise  to  an  endless  number  of  domestic  books  on  practice ;  it 
is  this  which  has  so  altered  the  relative  position  of  patient  and 
physician  as  to  make  both  feel  uncomfortable;  and  it  is  thi* 
which  has  tended  more,  perhaps,  than  anthing  else  to  perpetuate 
the  indignant  opposition  of  the  medical  faculty." 

Who  that  knows  anything  of  the  practice  of  Homoeopathy 
within  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years,  can  deny  the  strength  of 
Dr.  Sharp's  positions  ?  We  think  he  might  add  to  his  seven 
difficulties  an  eighth — 

It  is  to  this,  which,  taught  to  young  men  aspiring  to  pro- 
fessional honors — to  the  exclusion  of  physiology,  pathology  and 
anatomy — will  end  in  the  ruin  of  that  elevated  and  scientific 
position  which  it  should  be  the  object  of  every  medical  man  to 
attain.  We  do  not  mean  to  assert  that  these  collateral 
branches  are  not  taught  in  the  abstract;  we  know  that  they  are ; 
but  we  do  mean  to  say  that  their  bearing  upon  disease,  and  its 
appropriate  treatment,  is  entirely  avoided,  symptoms  only  being 
taught,  and  medicines  prescribed  entirely  for  such  symptoms, 
no  matter  whether  they  be  primary  or  secondary,  symptomatic 
or  idiopathic. 

It  is  now  fifteen  years  since  we  heard  an  eminent  Homoeo- 
pathic practitioner — a  convert  from  the  Allopathic  school,  in 
which  he  had  held  honorable  positions,  and  obtained  a  lucrative 
practice — arguing  on  this  very  point. 

The  gist  of  his  remarks  were  that,  in  the  interpretation  of 
the  law  of  cure,  the  word  "kind"  should  be  always  introduced. 
Thus:  "The  law  distinctly  comprehends  the  idea  that  medicines, 
cure  diseases  whose  symptoms  resemble,  not  only  in  character T 
but  in  kind,  the  symptoms,  which  such  medicines  produce  upon 
the  healthy  body.    Now,  the  word  "  kind  "  introduced  into  this 

definition,  is  often  either  omitted  altogether,  or,  when  present, 

»  •  ■    » ■  * 

does  not  receive  that  thoughtful  attention  which  its  importance 
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deserves.  It  meet*  an  objection,  which,  perhaps*  mere  thorn 
any  other,  haa  weight;  with  gentlemen  of  nobleness  and  trathAtl— 
neas  of  mind,  who  are  unable  to  comprehend  the  breadth  and* 
depth  ot  the  law." 

Hence,  for  the  most  successful  employment  of  the  law  o£~ 
simile}  pathology ,  in  the  broadest  acceptation  of  the  term,  must  be* 
sedulously  studied.  Without  this  knowledge,  medicine  is  reduced 
the  level  of  a  mechanical  art>  and  the  physician  to  a  superficial 
presenter  for  symptoms.  By  the  introduction  of  the  word 
"kind  "  into  the  definition,  all  pathological  alterations,  together 
with  anatomical  lesions,  or  organic  changes,  are  obviously 
included. 

This  will  indicate  how  scientific  men  of  our  school  have 
reasoned  upon  the  law  of  cure,  and  how,  instead  of  endeavoring 
to  discard  all  that  belongs  to  those  sciences  which  give  dignity 
and  grace  to  the  profession  of  medicine,  they  have  sought  to 
explain  more  fully  and  exhaustively  the  law  of  cure  on  the 
broadest  platform  of  educational  principles. 
«The  second  definition  of  the  law — "The  remedy  must  be 
capable  of  producing  a  similar  disease  " — would  be  included  in 
the  first,  by  defining  it  with  the  acceptation  of  the  term  "kind" 
inserted,  as  we  have  already  explained.  Here,  however,  as  Dr. 
Sharp  suggests,  it  must  be  evident  that  the  word  "symptom" 
must  be  properly  understood,  and,  after  stating  how  varied  and 
extended  had  been  its  definitions,  and  that  many  of  our  most 
excellent  Homoeopaths  differed  in  their  understanding  of  the 
term,  he  states:  "Symptoms  are  signs;  the  thing  signified  is 
the  morbid  state  or  condition  which  produces  them.  The  word 
"symptom"  is  used  in  these  essays  in  this  definite  and  limited 
sense.  Hahnemann's  rejection  of  pathology,  his  Materia  Medica, 
and  his  practice,  alike  testify  that  he  also  used  the  word  in  this 
limited  sense.  If  we  would  speak  intelligibly  and  accurately, 
such  limitation  is  necessary."  This  makes  it  an  absolute  neces- 
sity for  the  physician  to  distinguish  between  the  pathological 
condition  and  the  manifestations  of  disease — the  one  being  the 
cause,  the  other  the  effect-+~and  to  study  the  latter  as  bearing 
upon  the  former;  thus  making  a  knowledge  of  anatomy,  physi- 
ology  and  -pathology    of   great   import.      A   condition  .  for 
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which  many  eminent  members  of  out  tfehool  have  been  striving 
for  years*  J>t.  Sharp  remarks:  "I  think  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that,  if  a  true  physiology  and  a  tfne  pathology,  both  as 
regards  diseases  and  drugs,  could  be  attained,  the  view  set  forth 
in  this  definition,  when  practically  carried  out,  would  be  the 
highest  attainable  perfection  of  therapeutics."  But  there  are 
difficulties  in  the  way,  which  are  thus  candidly  put  forth: 

1.  "A  physiological  difficulty.  This  arises  out  of  the  fact 
that,  though  encouraging  progress  has  been  made,  especially 
since  the  discovery  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood  by  Harvey, 
physiology  is  still  often  doubtftal  and  imperfect.  Our  physio- 
logical knowledge  is  not  nearly  so  far  advanced  as  our  anatomi- 
cal. We  know  the  structure  of  several  organs  much  better 
than  we  know  their  functions;  and  even  in  regard  to  those 
organs  with  whose  fnnetions  we  are  tolerably  well  acquainted, 
we  are  much  in  the  dark  as  to  the  manner  in  which  these  func- 
tions are  performed. 

2.  "A  pathological  difficulty.  If  we  are  ignorant  of  the 
healthy  function,  it  is  unavoidable  that  we  must  be  in  doubt  as 
to  the  disordered  Amotion ;  and  when  we  know  the  function, 
but  do  not  understand  the  mode  in  which  it  is  performed,  we 
cannot  know  the  mode  of  itB  diseased  action, 

3.  "  Hahnemann's  provings  of  drugs.  The  form  in  which 
we  possess  these  is  so  opposed  to  pathological  considerations 
that  it  is  very  difficult  to  use  them  for  a  pathological  purpose. 

4.  "The  deficiency  of  re-provings.  The  drugs  which  have 
been  re-proved,  and  some  others  which  have  been  added  since 
Hahnemann's  time,  are  in  a  better  condition  to  be  used  for  this 
purpose,  and  this  list  will  be  gradually  extended,  but  at  present 
it  is  a  small  one. 

5.  "But  if  the  re-provings  were  even  tolerably  complete, 
though  this  would  be  an  immense  advance  upon  our  present 
position,  and  one  which  is  greatly  to  be  desired,  yet,  so  long  as 
physiology  and  pathology  are  imperfect  and  doubtfkl  as  regards 
the  diagnosis  of  diseases,  they  must  also  be  imperfect  and 
doebtftal  as  regards  the  provings  of  drugs. 

"  It  fellows,  therefore,  that  not  only  must  the  provings  of 
drugs  in  health  be  arranged  in  a  different  form,  but  that  also 


Reviews.  81 

the  auxiliary  sciences  of  physiology  and  pathology  must  be 
farther  advanced  before  we  can  have,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  a 
pathologic  syttem  ef  thwapeutf  os," 

In  considering  the  third  definition  of  the  law,  Dr.  Sharp 
alludes  to  a  fact  which  must  be  evident  to  every  physician  who 
has  had  a  moderate  acquaintance  with  disease  and  the  action  of 
medicine,  viz.,  that  certain  drugs  appear  to  possess  greater 
affinity  for  certain  organs  than  others,  and  that  the  same  may 
be  said  of  the  causes  of  disease ;  and  that,  based  upon  such 
observations,  certain  rules  of  practice  may  be  drawn;  and  that, 
if  we  find  that  we  can  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  it  is  better  > 
to  act  on  the  diseased  organs  than  the  healthy  ones,  leaving  the 
latter  undisturded,  and  obviating  the  necessity  of  producing 
revulsion  or  counter-irritation,  than  there  may  be  what  we  can 
term  an  anatomical  basis  of  Homoeopathy.  Dr.  Sharp  recom- 
mends a  trial  of  this  method,  which  itay  form  a  foundation  for 
therapeutics,  and  on  page  31  says : 

"It  is  possible,  then,  to  lay  an  anatomical  basis  of  thera- 
peutics ;  and  it  is  easier  to  lay  this  foundation  than  any  other. 

"This  basis,  like  other  foundations,  will  have  four  sides. 

"  On  the  first  side  these  words  may  be  engraved : — 

" Diseases  have  a  seat  or  locality;  to  be  ascertained  in  each 
case  by  a  careful  diagnosis. 

"  On  the  second  side: — 

"Drugs  have  a  local  action ;  to  be  learnt  in  respect  to  each 
by  experiments  on  the  healthy. 

"On  the  third  side: — 

"  Drugs,  to  act  remedially,  must  be  so  selected  as  to  act 
upon  the  same  organ  as  the  disease  has  affected. 

"On  the  fourth  side: — 

"  These  drugs  must  be  given  in  such  quantities  only  as  will 
bring  about  a  cure  without  producing  other  visible 
effects." 

This  pamphlet  of  Dr.  Sharp  opens  up  a  new  train  of  thought 
and  study.  It  shows  us  that  the  collateral  branches  are  essen- 
tial to  a  proper  and  enlightened  understanding  of  the  law,  and 
we  shall  look  anxiously  for  the  promised  papers,  which  Itill 
assist  us  rearing  a  good  superstructure  on  "the  anatomical 
basis  of  therapeutics." 


Western  Homoeopathic   Observer. 


ST.  LOUIS,  MO.,  MARCH,  1869. 


To  Insure  publi  ation,  articles  must  be  practical,  brief  as  possible  to  do  justice 
to  the  subject,  and  cartfully  prepared,  so  as  to  require  little  revision. 

*aT*  Readers  of  the  Obskbvjch,  will  oblige  the  Editor  if  they  will  forward  copies  of 
local  newspapers,  or  similar  matters  of  importance  to  the  profession,  all  such  will  be 
thankfully  acknowledged. 

*aT*  Physicians  having  changed  their  locations,  or  desiring  to  remove  from  one* 
portion  of  the  country  to  another,  will  please  communicate  with  the  Editor,  that  he 
may  note  the  same.  Records  of  marriages,  and  deaths  of  physicians,  and  other  per- 
sonal news  will  also  be  received  and  noticed. 

*aT*  All  exchanges,  books  and  pamphlets  must  be  addressed  to  the  Editor,  No.  141S- 
Washington  Avenue. 


Editorial. 


THE  CHARITY  OF  PHYSICIANS. 


Of  all  classes  of  men,  there  are  none  who  are  more  charitable  (as  a 
class)  than  physicians.  As  a  general  rule,  medical  men  are  not  rich  in 
this  world's  goods,  nor  have  the  means  of  making  those  princely  dona- 
tions which  we  find  coming  from  the  merchant,  the  banker,  or  the  mil- 
lioniare.  But  of  what  they  do  possess,  and  in  a  manner  often  unknown 
to  the  world,  the  Doctors  give  more  freely  than  is  generally  supposed. 
The  rich  gentleman  donates  a  large  amount  to  a  public  charity,  and  his 
name  together  with  the  sum  subscribed  goes  the  rounds  of  the  newspapers, 
and  the  donor  iB  known  as  a  charitable  and  noble  man.  But  we  venture 
to  affirm,  that  there  is  not  a  physician  in  moderate  circumstances  and 
with  a  moderate  patronage,  who  does  not  daily y  ajid  mayhap  for  consec- 
utive years,  administer  relief  to  the  sick  and  the  poor  without  even 
thinking  of  mentioning  the  fact  Yet  with  all  this,  how  often  do  we 
hear  the  remark  that  Dr.  A.  was  called  to  a  certain  case  and  would  not 
attend,  because  the  patient  was  poor;  and  so  Dr.  A.  is  at  once  set  down 
by  the  community  as  an  uncharitable  and  unchristian  man ;  whereas,  if 
the  truth  was  known,  he  would  be  found  to  be  a  hundred  times  more  char- 
itable than  his  neighbors  who  abuse  him.  These  remarks  concerning 
physicians  are  often  made  without  thought  and  without  judgment.  Moat 
medical  men  live  and  maintain  their  households  by  what  is  earned  from 
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a  daily  attendance  upon  those  nek  who  have  demanded  their  services*. 
If  Dr.  A.  has  a  family  of  which  one  member  may  be  very  ill,  which  family 
he  has  attended  for  a  length  of  time ;  and  he  is  sent  for  to  visit  a  poor 
man  at  a  distance,  he  moat  not  forget  the  duty  he  owes  to  his  established 
client,  while  he  endeavors  to  attend  to  the  poor.    He  is,  in  duty  bound 
to  look  after  his  patient  as  well  as  the  stranger,  and  as  a  rule  the  degree 
of  danger  manifested  in  each  particular  case  must  be  the  guide  for  hia 
actions.     We  have  beard  a  physician  soundly  rated  for  his  want  of  feelings 
because  unable  to  leave  an  obstetrical  case,  he  declined  to  attend  to  a 
charity-call  at  a  distant  part  of  the  city ;  whereas,  we  know  well  that  a 
a  more  humane  and  charitable  Doctor  perhaps  does  not  exist,  and  that 
hundreds  of  persons  within  the  year  are'  attended    by   him   gratui- 
tously.    There  are  also  some  other  items  well-known  to  physicians,  but 
not  to  the  world  at  large,  which  renders  this  attendance  on  promiscuous 
patients — if  we  may  call  them  so-~a  most  unthankful  and  often  aimless 
office.    There  is  scarcely  a  member  of  our  professional  body  who  has  not 
frequently  put  himself  to  great  inconvenience  to  attend  a  "charity  call." 
Perhaps  he  has,  in  a  measure  neglected  a  well-known  friendly  family  for 
the  purpose,  relying  on  good  feeling  and  friendship  of  the  latter  to  excuse 
his  delinquency,  and  when  he  has  arrived  at  the  house  of  the  stranger 
has  been  abused  for  not  coming  earlier.    Or  perhaps  after  weeks  of  atten- 
tion, kindness,  medicine  and  other  substantial  charity,  is  informed  that 
his  services  are  no  longer  needed,  that  ubis  Medicines  have  done  no 
good,"  and  that  "other  advice  has  been  taken,"  without  even  a  notifiaca- 
tion  of  the  fact.    These,  and  a  hundred  other  circumstances  of  a  similar 
nature  are  well  known,  and  therefore,  necessarily  often  cause  the  physi- 
cian to  pause  and  select  his  charity  patients  after  the  manner  that  the  ex- 
perienced philanthropists  abjures  indiscriminate  alms-giving.     There  is 
a  bright  side  to  the  picture  also.    Many  a  time  and  oft  the  good-hearted 
physician  has  stepped  from  the  door  of  the  poor  man,  with  the  "God 
bless  you,"  ringing  in  his  ears,  and  feeling  a  consciousness  of  duty  done, 
&nd  a  satisfaction  that  the  reception  of  a  fee — even  a  large  one,  cannot 
produce.    Many  a  time  the  tear  of  a  mother  or  a  father,  or  of  some  poor, 
forlorn,  disconsolate  woman,  has  touched  up  the  lachrymal  apparatus  and 
made  a  sticky  sensation  about  the  throat  of  the  Doctor  which  he  never 
tells,  not  even  his  wife.    These  occurrences  we  believe  are  found  in  the 
almost  daily  routine  of  professional  life.  Indiscriminate  charity  is  generally 
bad.    Let  ns  all  be  the  Judge  of  our  ability  to  do  good,  let  us  do  it  to 
the  best  of  our  ability,  and  let  us  not  allow  ourselves  to  criticize  the  ac- 
tions of  any  of  our  brethren  until  we  are  fully  acquainted  with  ail  the 
circumstances  of  the  case. 
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TBS  RBCObttTIOK  OF  MOM&PATBT  BT  tSS  CITY  oouit- 
cil  of  St.  LOUTS. 

ft  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  announce  that  through  the  exertions  of 
tne  Faculty  of  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  this  city,  the  follow- 
ing bill  passed  the  Common  Council  in  February,  1869 : 

An  Ordinance  allotting  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  School  to  be  admitted  to  the 
OUy  Hospital  under  the  same  rules  and  regulations  governing  other  Medical 
Schools, 

Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis— 
SftOTTOK  1st.  The  Board  of  Health  are  hereby  instructed  to  allow  the 
Homoeopathic  Medical  School  of  this  city  to  be  admitted  to  the  wards 
and  lecture  rooms  of  the  city  hospital  under  the  same  rules  and  regula- 
tions that  is  required  of  the  other  medical  schools  of  this  city ;  and  the 
Board  of  Health  are  further  instructed  to  designate  to  the  respective 
medical  schools  visiting  said  hospital  the  days  they  will  be  allowed  to 
visit  said  hospital  respectively." 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  MICHIGAN. 


MOTION  FOB  MANDAMUS. 


RECORD  AND  ARGUMENT  OF  D.   DARWIN   HUGHES,  00UN8EL  FOR  THB 

» 

PEOPLE — A  QUIBBLE  OF  THE  REGENTS  TO  EVADE  THE  LAW. 


We  have  received  from  Dr.  8.  B.  Thayer,  a  most  interesting  legal  doc- 
ument from  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  containing  the 
motion  for  a  unit  of  mandamus  to  be  issued  by  the  court,  to  enforce  that 
law  which  requires  "that  there  shall  always  be  at  least  one  Professor  of 
Homoeopathy  in  the  department  of  medicine"  in  the  University;  together 
with  the  answers  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  and  the  argument  of  Mr. 
Hughes  for  the  people.  We  take  pleasure  in  giving  extracts  from  this 
important  document,  that  the  readers  may  understand  exactly  how  we 
stand  in  the  matter,  and  the  apparently  trifling  objections  which  are 
urged  for  the  defense. 

The  motion  is  headed 
The  People,  Ex.  Rat.,  Wm.  L.  Stoughtojc,  Attorney  General,  vs. 

thb  Regents  of  the  Unmountr.  ov  MicmQxs— Motion/or  Mandamus. 

And  then  proceeds  in  usual  form  to  give  "information"  to  the  Supreme 

Court    After  some  introduction  the  following  passages  occur. 
•  »  *  *  * 

"That  said  Legislature  still  subsequently  by  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act, 
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entailed  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  government  of  the  State  University, 
tnd  to  repeal  chapter  fifty-seven  of  tne  revised  statutes  of  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-six,  approved  April  eighth,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty* 
six,  approved  April  eighth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one,"  (which  said 
act  was  approved  February  twelfth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five) 
amended  said  section  five  by  adding  thereto  the  following  words,  via: 
uprovided  that  there  shall  always  be  at  least  one  Professor  of  Homoeop- 
athy in  the  department  of  medicine." 

"And  your  petitioner  further  states  on  behalf  of  said  People,  that  al- 
though the  enactment  above  referred  to  is  imperative  upon  the  said  Re- 
gents of  the  University  of  Michigan,  to  appoint  such  Professor  of  Homoe- 
opathy in  the  said  department  of  medicine,  at  least  within  a  reasonable 
time  after  the  passage  of  said  last  act,  and  although  nearly  thirteen  years 
have  elapsed  since  the  approval* of  said  act;  and  although  there  was  not 
at  the  time  of  such  approval,  and  has  never  been  since,  any  Professor  of 
Homoeopathy  in  said  department  of  medicine ;  and  although  the  said 
Regents  as  a  board  or  corporation,  have  often  been  petitioned  and  asked 
by  citizens  and  residents  of  this  State,  as  petitioner  is  informed  and  be- 
lieves, to  make  the  appointment  of  such  professor,  and  thus  carry  into 
effect  said  law,  yet  the  said  board  or  corporation  of  Regents  have  hitherto 
wholly  neglected  and  refused,  and  still  do  neglect  and  refuse,  to  make 
such  appointment,  in  direct  violation  of  said  act  and  duty  imposed  upon 
them  thereby ;  and  have  never  at  any  time  since  the  passage  of  said  act 
and  the  time  it  became  operative  made  an  appointment  of  a  Professor  of 
Homoeopathy  in  the  department  of  medicine  in  said  University,  and  as 
your  petitioner  is  informed  and  believes  are  taking  no  steps  to  carry  out 
and  accomplish  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  said  act."      *      *      * 

To  this  petition  the  Board  of  Regents  reply,  pleading  poverty,  and 
promising  when  they  have  the  means  to  establish  a  medical  department 
out  of  Ann  Arbor,  in  which  the  principles  and  practice  of  Homoeopathy 
shall  be  taught    Read  the  extracts  carefully ;  the  italics  are  ours : 

"And  they  (the  Regents)  further  insist  that  the  provision  of  said  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  referred  to  in  said  petition,  which  was 
approved  February  12, 1855,  and  which  provides,  uthat  there  shall  always 
be  at  least  one  Professor  of  Homoeopathy  in  the  department  ot  medicine," 
does  not  make  it  imperative  upon  these  defendants  that  they  should  appoint 
such  professor  at  any  particular  time,  or  that  they  should  pay  anv  ap- 
pointee to  such  professorship  out  of  the  said  University  interest  fund; 
and  that  a  decision  making  such  appointment  mandatory  upon  these  de- 
fendants would  be  in  conflict  with  section  8  of  article  XTIi,  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  State.  *  *  *  * 

"That  a  very  careful  consideration  of  the  question  as  to  the  wisdom  of 
appointing  such  a'  Professor  of  Homoeopathy,  to  be  an  instructor  in  the 
medical  department  at  Ann  Arbor,  has  fully  convinced  these  defendants 
that  such  an  appointment  would  bo  prejudicial  to  the  beet  interests  of  said 
University;  that  it  would  engender  discord  and  strife  therein,  and  drive 
therefrom  nearly  all  medical  professors  and  students  now  thereiny  and  they 
admit  therefore  that  they  have  neglected  and  refused  to  make  such  ap- 
pointment, under  the  belief  that  they  had  a  clear  legal  right  so  to  do. 

"And  further  answering,  these  defendants  say,  that  they  are  desirous 
of  carrying  out  the  expressed  wishes  of  said  Legislature,  so  far  as  they 
can  do  se  with  safety  to  the  best  interests  of  the  University  under  their 
charge,  even  though  the  said  act  of  the  Legislature  be  not  binding  upon 
these  defendants,  and  to  thai  end  and  purpose  they  have  proposed  to  cs- 
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tablish  a  medical  department  of  said  University  at  some  other  place  than 
Ann  Arbor,  in  which  the  principles  and  practice  of  Homoeopathy  shall 
be  taught,  and  they  are  ready  and  desirous  to  establish  such  department, 
and  to  appoint  one  or  more  professors  therein^  as  soon  as  they  $hall  hate 
the  power  and  authority  so  to  aoy  and  the  financial  condition  of  $aid  Univer- 
sity shall  warrant  the  additional  expense,  which  shall  thereby  be  incurred. 

"And  these  defendants  further  answering,  say,  that  they  have  at  the 
present  time  no  funds  in  the  treasury  of  said  University,  unappropriated, 
out  of  which  the  salary  of  a  Professor  of  Homoeopathy  in  the  medical 
department  thereof  could  be  paid ;  and  they  further  say,  that  the  present 
income  of  said  University  is  all  absorbed  in  the  payment  of  the  salaries 
of  professors  already  legally  appointed,  and  the  incidental  expenses 
necessarily  incurred  in  carrying  on  the  several  departments  thereof" 

This  is  a  curious  argument  to  endeavor  to  evade  the  direct  commands 
of  a  statute.  If  the  Board 'of  Regents  are  allowed  to  take  the  laws  of  the 
State  of  Michigan  in  their  own  hands,  interpret  them  as  they  please,  vio- 
late them  at  will,  and  finally,  (as  they  have  done,)  "admit"  that  they  have 
A%neglected  and  refused  compliance  with  the  enactment,  because  they  sup- 
posed1 they  had  a  clear  right  to  do  so — then  there  will  be  established  a 
precedent  which  will  do  away  with  the  majority  of  the  acts  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State,  and  make  law  of  none  effect.  First,  they  state  that 
the  act  does  not  require  them  to  make  the  appointment  "at  ant  partic- 
ular time,"  and  have  allowed  fourteen  years  to  pass  without  complying 
with  a  law  that  says  "there  shall  always  be  at  least  one  Professor  of  Ho- 
moeopathy in  the  department  of  medicine." 

What  does  that  word  "always"  mean,  if  it  does  not  refer  to  the  time 
that  the  University  is  in  existence  after  the  passage  of  the  act  in  1855  f 
Then  they  admit  that  they  have  neglected  and  actually  refused  to  make 
the  appointment ;  which  is  followed  by  a  proposition  to  establish  a  med- 
ical department  at  some  other  place  than  Ann  Arbor,  where  the  princi- 
ples and  practice  of  Homoeopathy  shall  be  taught,  "as  soon  as  they  have 
power  to  do  so,  and,  (mark  the  next  sentence)  "th*  financial  condition  of 
said  University  shall  warrant  the  additional  expense;"  and  wind  up  the  ar- 
gument by  informing  us  that  at  present  there  are  no  funds  unappropri- 
ated out  of  which  a  Professor  could  be  paid. 

This  is  clearly  a  case  made  up  to  further  evade,  after  fourteen  years 
delay,  the  fulfillment  of  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  law. 

To  these  cogent  reasons  of  the  Regents,  Mr.  Hughes  makes  excellent 
reply,  which  occupies  in  the  document  before  us  some  thirteen  pages.  He 
has  divided  his  argument  into  seven  sections,  the  chief  points  of  which  we 
extract,  leaving  out  all  references  and  annotations-— all  allusions  to  Doe 
vs.  Roe,  or  Twitchell  vs.  Blodgett,  or  definitions  of  terms  "  aocording  to 
Webster" — with  the  omission  also  of  the  word  "said,"  which  necessarily 
b  repeated  more  times  than  our  printer  has  type  to  set  it  up. 
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L  It  is  a  fundamental  rule  of  constitutional  law  tbat  every  act  of  the 
Legislature,  not  prohibited  by  express  words,  or  by  necessary  imptfcatfoti, 
cannot  be  declared  void,  as  a  violation  of  the  constitution,  and  in- cases 
of  doubt,  every  possible  presumption  not  clearly  inconsistent  with  the 
language,  and  the  Bubject  matter  is  to  be  made  in  favor  of  the  constitu- 
tionality of  State  legislation. 

IL  There  is  nothing  in  the  constitution,  taken  according  to  its  plain 
and  obvious  meaning,  which  invalidates  this  law. 

1IL  Such  a  construction  as  is  contended  for  by  the  Regents,  brings 
the  constitution  in  contact  with  the  declaration  of  the  trust  under,  which 
the  University  lands  were  granted  to  the  State,  while  it  should  be  so 
construed  as  to  harmonize  with  and  carry  into  effect  that  grant 

IV.  The  construction  for  which  we  contend  has  always  been  held  by 
the  Legislature  and  under  such  peculiar  circumstances  as  to  give  it  great 
weight. 

V.  The  Regents  themselves  have  given  to  the  constitution  the  con- 
struction for  which  I  contend. 

They  are  to-day  acting  and  •  carrying  on  the  government  of  the  Uni- 
versity under  the  law  of  1851. 

They  have  by  solemn  resolution  yielded  their  obedience  to  this  law  of 
1855  and  made  a  pretense  of  executing  it,  and  have  sought  the  aid  of  this 
court  for  an  enforcement  of  its  provisions. 

VI.  Public  policy  and  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  University 
point  to  this  construction. 

To  make  its  Regents  independent  of  the  Legislature,  is  to  perpetuate  a 
contest  and  lay  the  foundation  for  strife  and  jealousy,  of  which  we  have 
but  seen  the  symptoms,  and  which  can  only  result  in  disaster  to  an  institu- 
tionin  valuable  to  the  State,  and  of  which  we  are  already  justly  proud. 

VII.  The  public  good  requires  the  enforcement  of  this  law. 

The  policy  which  excludes  Homoeopathic  system  of  medicine  from  the 
University  is  bigoted  and  narrow-minded. 

Its  practice  has  arisen  to  the  dignity  of  a  Bchool  and  a  system.  It  can 
no  longer  be  designated  as  quackery. 

It  originated  among  the  learned  men  of  Germany  more  than  fifty  years 
ago.     It  is  taught  in  European  Universities. 

It  has  under  its  successful  management  and  care  extensive  hospitals. 
The  sale  of  its  medicines  and  remedies  constitute  a  growing  trade,  and 
its  professors  and  practitioners  are  perhaps  to-day  as  numerous  in  Michi- 
gan as  those  of  any  other  school. 

It  has  not  arisen  nor  does  its  practice  prevail  as  a  rule  among  the  ig- 
norant classes,  but  its  friends  and  believers  and  those  who  have  adopted 
it  in  place  of  the  old  school  are  found  on  the  bench,  at  the  bar,  and  in 
the  pulpit,  in  scientific  societies,  among  authors,  and  philosophers,  and 
men  of  learning. 

The  edict  of  the  Russian  Emperor  for  biding  the  compounding  of  its 
remedies  was  removed  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  and  it  is 
time  that  the  Michigan  University  followed  its  example. 

I  do  not  discuss  the  comparative  merits.  I  am  a  disciple  of  the  old 
school,  and  my  learned  brother  who  represents  the  Regents  here  belongs 
to  the  new,  and  for  such  a  discussion  we  should  change  sides. 

I  simply  seek  to  show  that  the  system  has  risen  to  the  dignity  of  a 
school  which  entitles  it  to  respect  and  to  careful  attention  and  study. 
That  it  has  come  to  be  a  main  branch  of  the  science  of  medicine,  and 
as  such  should  have  a  place  in  every  leading  university  in  the  country, 
and  especially  in  ours.  D.  Darwin  Htjghes, 

at  Counsel  for  the  People. 
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The  wren  poiiita  made  by  Mr.  Hughes  are  all  good  ones,  and  we  onlj 
regret  that  space  forbids  us  entering  more  minutely  into  hia  arguments. 
We  beiive  that  this  matter  must  be  kept  before  the  Profession  and  Che 
people,  and  mow  is  the  proper  period  tor  so  doing.  Though  the  mat- 
ter has  been  discussed  long,  still  a  little  stirring  often  makes  an  ebulli- 
tion ;  therefore,  we  have  taken  the  pains  of  making  the  above  extracts. 


BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS  RECEIVED. 


Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter :  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
The  Ohio  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter:  Cleveland,  O. 
Calcutta  Journal  of  Medicine :  Calcutta. 
American  Homoeopathic  Observer:  Detroit,  Mich. 
Hew  England  Medical  Gazette :  Boston,  Mass. 
Monthly  Homoeopathic  Review:  London,  Eng. 
The  Medical  Investigator :  Chicago,  III. 
The  Monthly  Homoeopathic  Independent :  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Boston  Journal  of  Chemistry :  Boston. 
The  Albany  Evening  Journal 
National  Temperance  Advocate. 
Colman's  Rural  World. 

Homoeopathic  Infidelity :  By  Jno.  T.  Temple,  M.  D. 
The  Homoeopathic  Sun :  New  York. 
Political  Wives.     (A  satire) :  London. 
Smoking  and  Drinking :  By  James  Parton :  Boston. 
Epitome  of  Homoeopathic  Medicines :  By  Wm.  L.  Breyfogle,  M.  D. : 
Philadelphia.    F.  E.  Boericke :  1869. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


J.  P.,  Mo. — Your  letter  received,  and  we  will  do  as  you  desire. 

H.  T.  &  Co.,  London. — Your  favor  came  to  hand,  and  a  few  days  there- 
after the  Journal.  We  shall  be  happy  to  exchange.  We  wish  the 
Calcutta  Journal  every  success. 

R.  S.  B.,  HI. — The  pamphlet  has  been  forwarded.  "The  transactions " 
are  ready  for  you. 

A.  DeH.,  La. — Your  communication  will  appear  in  the  next  number. 

A.  D.,  La. — We  shall  look  for  your  paper  on  strabismus. 

M.  F.,  La. — Your  paper  is  received,  and  will  appear  in  due  time.  We 
cannot  entirely  endorse  your  sentiments.  You  will  certainly  hear  from 
others  who  diner  from  you. 

H.  M.  P.,  New  York. — We  thank  you  for  the  papers  containing  the 
proceedings  of  the  New  York  State  Society. 

C.  W.,  Mass. — Your  letter  was  received.  When  you  are  settled  again, 
we  look  for  the  promised  contribution. 

Dr.  C,  Missouri. — The  30th  triturations  are  made  according  to  the 
decimal  scale,  and  the  demand  for  them  is  steadily  incroasing.  Some 
physicians  have  always  preferred  triturations  to  the  dilutions ;  and  this 
fact  is  the  principal  cause  that  so  large  a  number  of  remedies  have  been 
prepared.  In  a  few  months  Mr.  Luyties  will  be  able  to  furnish  the  same 
remedies  in  the  80th  trituration  (centesimal  scale),  which  are  at  present 
in  course  of  preparation  in  Germany. 

Dr.  B.,  Kentucky.— The  Transactions  have  been  sent  to  you  by  mail. 
The  postage  thereon  is  15  cents.     No  charge  for  the  volume. 
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Dr.  P.,  Kentucky. — In  our  opinion,  the  best  openings  for  physicians 
are  in  the  State  of  Missouri.  The  cities  and  towns  are  growing  rapidly, 
and  the  immigration  from  Eastern  States  brings1  a  number  of  Homoeo- 
paths. We  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  openings  mentioned  in  the  Western 
Horn.  Observer. 

Db.  R.,  Kansas. — The  commencement  of  the  Horn.  Med.  College  of 
Missouri  will  be  held  on  the  25th  day  of  February. 

Dr.  C,  Ohio. — Prof.  Franklin  promises  us  the  second  volume  of  his 
work  on  the  Science  and  Art  of  Surgery,  in  May  next  The  price  will  not 
be  higher  than  the  first  volume — probably  less. 

Dr.  P.,  Illinois. — The  new  epitome  of  Dr.  Breyfogle  has  appeared,  and 
is  ready  for  delivery. 

Dk»  F.  E.  B.,  Pa. — Thanks  for  the  copy  of  the  new  epitome.  It  will  be 
reviewed  in  our  next  issue.  * 

Dr.  B.,  Illinois. — The  new  work  alluded  to  by  you  is  Dr.  Jahr's  Leit- 
faden,  price  of  which  is  $2  50.  It  has  not  been  translated  into  English, 
but  it  is  of  such  practical  value,  that  we  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  before 
long. 


NEW  STYLE  BUGGY  CASE, 

made  of  the  best  Turkey  Morocco,  containing  90  vials  and  room  for  a  Sugar  of  milk 
bottle.  Instruments,  Powder  Papers,  Ac.  It  is  roar  fold,  on  one  flap  there  are  18  vials  No. 
58, 2J$  dr.>ials,  on  two  other  fiaps,there  are  72  vials  No  81, 1  dr.vial*,and  on  the  last  flap  is 
an  extra  apartment  which  can  be  used  lor  Instruments  Ac.  as  mentioned  above,  or  far 
more  vials. 
The  case  is  very  compact  when  closed,  is  provided  with  handle  and  a  nice  hand-lock. 

Price  with  vials  cleaned  and  corked $20  00 

filled  with  medicines 26  00 

For  sale  at  LOTTIES'  HOMCEOPATHIC  PHARMACY, 

306  North  Fifth  street,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


ARRIVAL  OF  NEW  GOODS  FROM  GERMANY. 


Fresh  Mother  Tinctures  per.  ox 30c 

"  M  "  in  original  bottles  put  up  at  the  Leipzig  Homoeopathic 

Central  Apotheke,  pert  os.  bottle  containing  9  dr m 36c 

per.  4  os.  bottle  containing  about  6  os 7. $1  25 

Corks,  Pure  Velvet,  a  very  fine  quality  at  usual  prices. 

30th  Triturations.  78  remedies,  see  list  in  this  number,  per.  os 75c 

Pure  Sugar  of  Milk,  a  very  superior  article,  per.  lb 1  00 

New  Style  Office  Labels,  black,  red,  blue  with  gold  letters,  per.  sheet 25c- 

220  names,  principal  remedies  several  times  repeated  per.  dos.(sbeets 2  40c 

Fresh  Supply  of  Lehrman's  High  Potencies— see  list  of  remedies  and  Price  in  this. 
Bomber. 

LOTTIES'  HOMCEOPATHIC  PHARMACY, 

806  North  Fifth  street,  St  Louis,  Mo. 

Physicians  Visiting  List  far  1869. 

FOR   THIRTY    OR    SIXTY   PATIENTS,    AT    $1.00    AND    $2.00. 

w 

NOW     HEAD'.Y, 

Classification  of  a  few  of  the  "New  Remedies/' 

According  to  the  part  of  the  body  acted  upon,  after  the  plan  of  Bonninghausen, 
By  Temple  8.  Hoyne,  A.  M.,  M.  D.    82  pages.    Price,  75c. 


The  phillippi 

Electrical  Induction  Apparatus. 

This  apparatus  in  deserving  of  es- 
pecial attention.  It  possesses  an 
amount  of  electrical  force  greater  in 
proportion  than  that  generated  by  any 
other  machine ;  it  is  ready  for  use  at  a 
moment's  notice,  and  can  never  become 
disarranged.  If  it  is  kept  clean,  the 
machine  is  guaranteed  for  five  years. 
Its  compactness  is  also  anitem  for  con- 
sideration, it  measuring  S  by  8  inches, 
.  and  being  but  1}  inches  in  height  It 
has  the  "induction  current"  for  extract- 
ing mercury  and  other  mineral  poisons  from  the  system,  and  the  "  battery 
cm-rent"  produced  by  the  crank  machine;  when  using  the  former,  the 
application  of  the  metallic  handles  does  not  check  the  current,  whieh 
may  be  directed  to  the  most  delicate  portions  of  the  body  by  means  of 
the  metallic  "nerve  pointers,"  which  are  contained  in  the  case. 

The  simplicity,  power,  compactness,  variety  of  currents,  the  absence  of 
add  and  of  complicated  machinery,  together  with  the  facility  for  setting 
it  in  motion,  will  render  this  apparatus  the  favorite  among  physicians 
and  laymen.  It  can  be  seen  and  will  be  explained  at  the  St.  Louie 
HoWBoraTBlO  Pharmacy,  No.  806  North  Fifth  Street. 

■  DIHECnoKS  FOB  VBISii. 

Take  the  zinc  jars  out  of  the  carbon  jars,  and  place  in  the  latter  as 
much  as  will  lay  on  the  point  of  a  knife  of  the  sulphate  of  mercury, 
(which  is  contained  in  the  case) ;  add  sufficient  water  to  fill  the  jars  about 
half  full  and  stir  the  solution  well,  after  which  replace  the  jars  of  zinc, 
not  allowing  them  to  come  in  contact  with  the  carbon  jars,  but  timply  to 
touch  the  tointum  of  marcury  with  their  mdtr  tarfaeet.  By  drawing  out 
the  cylindrical  slide  (4)  the  current  is  regulated  in  strength.  This  can 
also  be  increased  by  the  addition  of  double  the  quantity  of  the  sul- 
phate.   The  screw  (8)  regulates  the  speed  of  the  currents. Insert  the 

staples  in  the  end  of  the  wires  affixed  to  wooden  handles  into  the  num- 
bered mortices  in  the  front  of  the  case ;  into  these  marked  1 — 1,  it  the 


After,  use,  great  care  must  be  taken  to  cleanse  thoroughly  the  whole 
machine,  especially  the  metallic  pots,  to  prevent  oxidation.  If  it  is  de- 
sired to  use  the  Battery  aims,  the  screw  3  must  be  screwed  out. 

Price  $18;  to  physicians  $16.  For  sale  wholesale  and  retail  at  LUT- 
TIEB'  HOMCEOPATHIC  PHARMACY,  808  N.  Fifth  St,  St.  Louis. 


THE 
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MEDICINE. 


A  CASE  OF  POISONING  BY  OPIUM. 


BY  A.  ALLOU  D*  HEMECOURT,  M.  D.,  NEW  ORLEANS. 


On  the  27th  of  November,  1868, 1  was  called  in  haste  to  see 
a  young  colored  girl,  who,  according  to  the  statement  made  to 
me,  had  been  poisoned.  I  arrivod  immediately  at  the  residence 
of  the  patient,  and  found  her  in  the  following  condition :  Fixed 
look  ;  pupils  contracted ;  rigidity  and  great  heat  of  the  body ; 
clonic  spasms  accompanied  with  screamings  and  tears ;  the 
pulse  was  small,  weak  and  frequent ;  the  breathing  short. 

I  was  requested  to  examine  an  empty  half-ounce  vial :  it  had 
contained  the  laudanum  taken  by  the  patient. 

The  effects  were  so  evident,  that  I  did  not  hesitate  to  give 
Black  Coffee  as  being  the  most  important  antidote  in  poisoning 
by  such  a  narcotic.  We  succeeded,  after  great  difficulty,  in  ad- 
ministering it,  and  half  an  hour  after,  the  patient  seemed  to  feel 
better,  and  wanted  to  drink.  She  drank  in  my  presence  a  cup 
full  of  strong  hlack  coffee,  but  complained  of  difficulty  of  deglu- 
tition.    At  that  time  the  limbs  were  agitated  by  a  nervous 
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trembling.  I  ordered  the  coffee  to  be  continued,  and  retired, 
promising  to  come  again  at  an  early  hour. 

Eight  o'clock  a.  M. — After  my  departure,  the  patient  fell  into 
a  sort  of  coma,  interrupted  every  five  minutes  by  light  spasms, 
with  delirium.  She  seems  more  quiet  at  present,  opens  her 
eyes,  which  are  still  haggard,  and  appears  to  be  entirely  igno- 
rant of  what  is  going  on  in  the  room.    I  continued  the  coffee. 

Eleven  o'clock.  The  convulsions  began  again  stronger  than 
before;  the  patient  utters  plaintive  groans  and  tears  every 
thing  within  her  reach;  bites  her  hands  and  arms ;  four  persona 
are  necessary  to  keep  her  in  the  bed.  The  breathing  is  short, 
the  pulse  small.  I  then  administered  Spiritus  Camphora,  gtt.  i. 
every  five  minutes,  but  an  hour  passed  without  the  least  im- 
provement. Not  desirous  of  insisting  upon  a  substitute,  the 
a  ction  of  which  is  so  quickly  exhausted,  I  immediately  gave 
the  tincture  of  Ipecacuanha,  which  is  highly  recommended  by 
Hahnemann.  I  prepared  Ipecac.,  O.gtti.  x,  aq.  distill.  Jiv,  to  be 
given  a  spoonful  every  fifteen  minutes. 

Two  o'clock,  p.  m.  The  remedy  was  given  regularly,  and  yet 
no  improvement.  The  patient  is  in  a  state  of  excessive  rest- 
lessness ;  she  answers,  however,  to  the  questions  addressed  to 
her;  great  thirst;  the  pupils  are  contracted,  and  there  is  con- 
stipation: these  two  last  symptoms  are  characteristic  effects  of 
opium  ;  an  opposite  condition  to  that  found  in  the  intoxication 
by  Belladonna,  which  produces  diarrhoea  and  enlargement  of 
the  pupils.    Same  treatment  continued. 

Seven  o'olock.  Slight  amelioration ;  the  convulsions  are  les* 
frequent;  no  stool  yet;  no  urinary  secretion;  unquenchable 
thirst.  The  abdomen  is  hard,  swollen,  and  sensitive  to  the  touch. 
The  poor  girl  is  in  excessive  agitation ;  she  would  like  to  sleep, 
but  cannot.  From  her  general  condition  I  decided  to  give  BeU 
adonna,  3d,  gtti.  x,  in  six  spoons  full  of  water,  one  to  be  given 
every  half  hour. 

November  28th.  The  improvement  did  not  last  long.  The 
patient  is  evidently  worse.  She  screams  with  pain  and  tries  to 
tear  her  chest  with  her  nails.  I  prepared  Plumbum,  Met.  6th, 
recommended  also  in  such  cases ;  but  this  antidote  did  not  pro- 
duce a  propitious  change.    Three  hours  after,  when  I  returned, 
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I  found  the  poisoned  girl  in  a  terrible  state ;  the  fits  were  almost 
continual;  the  dyes  were  prominent  and  motionless;  the  look 
horrid ;  the  body  was  cold,  and  the  pulse  filiform.  The  jaws 
-were  closed ;  now  and  then  the  mouth  opened  convulsively,  and 
the  patient  uttered  a  plaintive  cry.  We  took  advantage  of  that 
moment  to  administer  the  remedy. 

I  began  to  believe  that  all  treatment  would  be  useless.  After 
recapitulating  the  different  treatments  that  had  been  recom- 
mended to  destroy  the  effects  of  opium,  I  found  that  some 
had  tried  the  expulsion  of  the  poison  by  means  of  the  stomach 
pump ;  others  the  use  of  emetics)  others  again,  the  sulphate  of 
sine,  the  sulphate  of  copper,  etc.,  etc.  But  nothing  appeared 
certain.  In  Homoeopathy,  all  the  antidotes  given  in> 
similar  cases,  were  successively  administered  without  any 
effect. 

I  was  very  well  aware  that  Nux  Vomica  and  MerCurius  had! 
been  used  successfully  against  the  chronic  effects  of  opium,  bat 
not  against  its  toxical  action. 

Tet  knowing  that  Nux  Vom.  was  often  given  to  calm  the  too 
violent  action  of  Allopathic  drugs,  I  decided  to  administer  it, 
and  had  the  happiness  to  see  my  efforts  crowned  with  complete 
success.  I  prepared  Nux  Vomica,  1,  gtti.  x.  Sacchar.  Lactis)  Q. 
&,  F.  8.  A.,  12  doses,  one  to  be  taken  every  half  hour.  The 
effect  was  miraculous :  after  the  fourth  dose,  that  is,  in  less  than 
two  hours,  the  convulsions  had  diminished,  and  soon  after 
ceased  entirely,  leaving  the  patient  in  a  slumber,  which  lasted 
a  few  minutes ;  she  then  opened  her  eyes,  looked  around  her 
with  astonishment,  and  asked  for  water.  I  arrived  at  this  mo- 
ment and  saw  the  great  change  that  had  taken  place.  The 
patient  recognized  me  and  asked  if  she  could  have  something 
to  eat,  as  she  felt  very  weak.  I  allowed  very  light  beef  soup 
to  be  given,  a  little  at  a  time.  The  improvement  was  general; 
the  eyes  had  lost  their  horrible  expression ;  the  breathing  was 
free,  and  the  pulse  more  nominal.  I  examined  the  tongue  care- 
fully ;  it  was  dry,  red  on  its  edges,  and  covered  on  the  centre 
with  a  coat  of  thick  white  substance.  The  costiveness  still  ex- 
isting with  painful  heaviness  in  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  1  con- 
tinued Nux  Vomica. 
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November  29th.  Crood  sleep,  interrupted  but  once  during  the 
night  No  more  pain  in  the  stomach.  The  patient  urinated 
easily  and  had  a  copious  operation  from  the  bowels.  She  feels 
hungry,.  I  ordered  soup,  and  gave  Nux  Vomica,  6,  a  dose  every 
hour. 

November  30th.  All  the  bad  symptoms  have  disappeared  j 
nothing  is  left  but  weakness  and  a  sensation  of  emptiness  in 
tire  head.    Nux  Vomica,  30. 

December  1st.  The  patient  slept  all  night  without  waking. 
Those  symptoms  so  threatening  two  days  before,  no  more  ex- 
isted and  I  advised  the  convalescent  to  sit  up  in  her  room,  and 
to  take  a  little  more  food.    No  remedy. 

I  visited  the  patient  two  days  more,  and  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  her  getting  better  and  better.  I  left  her  in  a  perfect 
state  of  health. 

Without  having  the  pretension  to  have  discovered  in  Nux 
Vomica  the  only  antidote  to  the  poisoning  by  opium,  I  desire  to 
call  the  attention  of  physicians  of  every  school  to  its  effects.  I 
submit  the  fact  to  them ;  it  is  the  faithful  statement  of  a  case 
observed  in  my  practice,  and  I.  would  be  happy  to  have  added 
to  the  list  of  the  antidotes  of  opium,  a  remedy,  by  the  use  of 
which  the  physician  may  have  fair  hopes  of  success. 

New  Orleans,  January  15,  1869. 


Surgery 


L.    H.    WILLARD,    M.  D.,   PITT8BCJRO,   PA.,   EDITOR. 


CONSERVATIVE    TREATMENT  IN  DISEASES    OF  BONES, 

FRACTURES,  ETC. 


Having  occasion  to  excise,  during  the  winter  of  '68,  a  large 
portion  of  the  humerus  of  a  girl  two  years  of  age,  and  the  tibia, 
almost  its  entire  length,  of  a  boy  aged  nine,  with  substantial 
results,  it  caused  me  to  reflect  that  perhaps  we  did  m>t  fully 
understand  the  recuperative  power  of  bones  and  their  append- 
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ages.  I  regret  that  circumstances  were  such  as  to  prevent  me 
from  making  only  two  experiments,  and  these  imperfect;  but  I 
give  them,  that  all  may  form  their  conclusions.  They  were 
made  upon  a  dog  four  years  old.  With  the  assistance  of  Dr.  J. 
S.  Head,  we  cut  down  upon  the  periosteum  of  the  tibia,  removed 
a  circular  piece  of  the  same,  and  transplanted  it  among  the 
muscles  of  the  gluteal  region;  then  sewed  the  wound  up,  also  the 
one  made  on  the  fore-leg.  In  this  manner,  we  had  made 
two  experiments — first,  the  transplanted  periosteum;  second, 
the  tibia  deprived  of  periosteum. 

In  about  three  weeks  the  dog  was  killed,  and  the  periosteum 
sought  for  among  the  muscles  of  gluteal  region.  It  had  become 
attached  to  the  muscles ;  was  of  a  hard,  cartilaginous  nature, 
more  firm  than  the  cicatrix  made  by  the  wound.  From  appear- 
ances, it  had  enlarged,  but  there  was  no  sign  of  a  bony  deposit. 
What  the  result  would  have  been  had  it  remained  longer,  I 
cannot  say.  We  were  compelled  to  kill  the  dog  or  lose  the 
results,  however  unsatisfactory.  The  denuded  tibia  had  become 
enlarged,  and  presented  quite  a  prominence,  covered  by  a  soft, 
gelatinous  substance,  with  no  appearance  of  decay.  Neither 
did  the  animal  exhibit  any  evidence  of  pain.  We  inferred 
from  this  that  the  tibia  would  resume  its  normal  covering.. 

From  these  results,  however  unsatisfactory,  I  shall  always 
consider  that,  if  there  is  periosteum  left,  even  though  the  bone 
be  mashed  and  broken,  we  have  a  chance  of  giving  a  useful 
limb.  One  great  objection  to  this  conservative  mode  of  treat- 
ment, is  the  deformity  which,  in  bad  cases,  always  results, 
and  the  surgeon  is  censured  for  unskillful  treatment,  not- 
withstanding the  hopeless  case  he  has  had  to  encounter; 
so  that  to  amputate  and  leave  a  nicely  healed  stump  often  gives 
the  surgeon  more  credit  than  a  limb  partly  useless,  but  of  ser- 
vice. In  Caracas,  Venezuela,  some  years  ago,  I  visited  the 
hospital,  which  was  filled  with  inmates,  wounded  in  the  battles 
between  (the  then)  President  Paez  and  General  Falcon.  The 
finances  of  the  republic  were  so  low,  that  surgeons  could  not  be 
found  to  attend  to  the  sick,  nor  nurses  to  care  for  their  wants. 
A  hospital  steward  was  in  charge,  and  the  patients — those  that 
could  walk — attended  to  their  own  wounds ;  while  those  con- 
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fined  to  cots  were  dying  rapidly.    A  more  distressing  or  pitia- 
ble sight  I  never  witnessed.     My  attention  was  called  to  a 
soldier  who,  some  three  months  previous,  had  the  nlna  shat- 
tered by  a  musket  ball,  and  the  radius  fractured  (according  to 
bis  statement)  so  badly  that  the  surgeon  was  to  haVe  amputated 
it  on  the  field  ;  but,  owing  to  fortunate  neglect,  he  was  sent  to 
Caracas,  and  escaped  the  knife.     With  the  help  of  a  comrade, 
lie  fastened  the  arm  to  a  piece  of  wood,  extending  from  the 
elbow  to*  the  tips  of  the  fingers,  by  means  of  two  handkerchiefs. 
The  only  dressing  was  cold  water,  and  a  strip  of  cloth  to  keep 
the  files  away.     When  I  saw  him,  the  ulna  had  again  formed ; 
the  old  pieces  of  bone  were  coming  away ;  the  radius  had  united ; 
and,  if  nothing  has  happened,  he  has  a  good  and  useful  arm,  with 
no  power  to  rotate  or  supinate.    I  cite  this  case  merely  to  show 
how  sometimes  nature  triumphs  over  the  knife,  and  to  illustrate 
her  wonderful  renovating  power,  when  science  and  the  rules  of 
surgery  teach  otherwise. 

One  year  ago  last  summer,  I  was  called  in  great  haste  to 
see  a  man  who  had  fallen  from  the  roof  of  a  house  to  the 
ground,  a  distance  of  some  twenty  feet,  striking,  as  he  reached 
the  ground,  his  left  hand  upon  a  stone,  shattering  the  ulna  and 
fracturing  the  radius.  A  physician  had  seen  him,  and  put  the 
arm  in  temporary  splints,  with  the  intention  of  amputating  as 
soon  as  possible — so  they  told  me.  He  having  been  discharged, 
it  was  left  for  me  to  do  all  I  could  to  save  the  arm.  The 
broken  and  comminuted  pieces  of  the  ulna  were  taken  away, 
about  two  inches  extending  into  the  wrist  joint ;  the  fractured 
radius  adjusted  ;  the  ulnar  artery  tied ;  and  the  arm  placed  in  a 
plaster  of  Paris  splint,  and  kept  constantly  moist  with  a  weak 
dilution  of  Calendula.  The  inflammation  was  controlled  by 
Aeon.  6,  every  two  hours.  On  the  fourth  day  the  inflammation 
had  begun  to  subside;  but  there  was  great  twitching  of  the 
muscles.  This  was  controlled  by  Ig.  6,  every  two  hours.  After 
this  his  sleep  was  good,  and  appetite  also. 

The  dressings  were  now  applied  daily.  Considerable  suppu- 
ration occurred,  which  continued  for  over  a  week,  when  the 
plaster  of  Paris  splint  was  replaced  by  a  wooden  one.  At  the 
expiration  of  six  weeks  the  remaining  fragments  of  the  broken 
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xtlna  had  come  away.  Cold-water  applications  were  made,  as 
^he  lotion  of  Calendula  had  produced  some  vesication.  Three 
^weeks  from  this  time  the  splints  were  removed ;  sufficient  callus 
had  formed  to  give  support  to  the  arm ;  the  wrist  was  stiff, 
"with  slight  motion  of  the  fingers ;  the  hand  was  carried  in  a 
«ling — and  a  dressing  of  Ceratum  Simplex  applied  to  the  openings. 

The  true  nature  of  the  reparative  process  was  not  apparent 
until  one  year  afterward,  when  I  saw  him.  He  had  the  power 
to  grasp  articles  of  moderate  size ;  the  wrist  was  immovable,  but 
he  could  rotate  and  supinate  the  hand ;  the  ulna  was  very  large 
at  the  seat  of  fracture,  but  all  decayed  pieces  had  been  thrown 
off  and  the  openings  cloned;  the  radius  projected;  the  upper 
fragment  was  not  on  a  line  with  the  lower;  but  union  had 
taken  place;  the  arm  was  gradually  getting  less  in  size.  He 
could  use  the  limb ;  but,  as  it  was  so  weak,  sought  other  em- 
ployment. He  was  well  satisfied,  and  said  it  improved  every 
day.  As  a  further  means  of  restoring  the  arm,  I  advised  him 
to  sponge  with  cold  water  and  apply  electricity. 

The  cases  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  this  article — one  of 
them  (the  excised  humerus)  I  am  not  ready  to  report;  an 
account  of  the  tibia  is  to  be  found  in  the  u  Transactions  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy  for  the  years  '67-68. 

DISLOCATION    OF  THE    HEAD  OF  THE    HUMERTJ8    IN  THE  AXILLA — 

REDUCTION  BY   MANIPULATION. 

Mr,  B.,  at.  sixty,  fell  down  stairs,  dislocating  the  shoulder,  by 
throwing  the  head  of  the  humerus  into  the  axillary  space. 

On  arriving,  soon  after  the  accident,  found  the  patient  suffer- 
ing great  pain.  The  head  of  the  humerus  could  be  easily  felt 
in  the  axilla,  the  arm  standing  off  from  the  body.  The  reduction 
was  effected  by  manipulation — first,  the  fore-arm  was  flexed  at 
a  right  angle  with  the  arm;  then  raised  to  a  horizontal  position. 
With  the  fore-arm  as  a  lever,  the  head  of  the  humerns  rotated 
outwards  and  upwards  until  the  hand  was  in  a  supine  position ; 
then  the  head  of  the  humerus,  being  steadied  by  Dr.  Eosseau, 
who  assisted,  was  rotated  downwards  and  inwards,  at  the  same 
time  the  arm  brought  to  side,  when  the  bone,  with  an  audible 
snap,  slipped  to  its  place. 
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So  quick  was  relief  afforded,  that  tbe  patient  did  not  believe 
it  possible,  'but,  when  he  found  the  pain  gone,  he  was  very 
profuse  in  thanks.    The  reduction  occupied  about  one  minute. 

GLUE  FOR  BURNS  AND    SCALDS. 

My  attention  was  called  to  this  substance  for  burns  and 
scalds  by  Dr.  Gregg,  of  Boston,  who  has  been  so  successful  with 
it,  that  of  late  I  have  used  it,  and  find  it  very  satisfactory. 

The  glue,  by  the  application  of  water  and  heat,  is  dissolved, 
and  applied  to  the  surface  of  the  part  burnt  or  scalded,  as  hot 
as  the  patient  can  bear  it.  The  application  is  best  made  with 
'a  camel-hair  brush,  or  a  feather,  which  will  answer  as  well.  It  is 
applied  until  the  coating  is  impervious  to  the  atmosphere.  As 
it  hardens,  another  application  is  made ;  and,  from  day  to  day, 
as  cracks  make  their  appearance,  more  glue  is  applied.  In  this 
manner,  the  covering  is  kept  on  until  the  surface  has  healed  and 
the  parts  have  assumed  a  healthy  appearance. 

It  is  used  in  cases  where  sloughing  is  expected,  and  found  to 
prevent  the  forming  of  eschars,  if  applied  immediately  after  the 
injury;  also,  in  all  cases  where  a  small  or  large  surface  is 
injured. 


CLINICAL  NOTES  FROM  FOREIGN  JOURNALS. 


(Translated  Expressly  for  the  Western  Homoeopathic  Observer.) 


Atropine  Poisoning — Sub-cutaneous  Injection  of  Morphine  as  An- 

tidote. 


A  boy  aged  three  and  a  half  years,  took  about  one-half  grain 
of  Atropine  in  solution.  The  child  became  sick  immediately, 
vomited,  and  became  entirely  unconscious ;  the  face  was  very 
red;  skin  hot  and  dry:  perspiration  much  augmented;  pulse 
160  and  hatd ;  pupils  greatly  dilated ;  conjuncteva  muoh  red- 
dened; tongue  and  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth  very  dry, 
and  mouth  half  open.    A  solution  of  two  grains  of  Morph.  to  two 
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drachms  of  distilled  water  was  made,  and  about  one- eighth  of 
a  grain  was  at  onee  injected  into  one  of  the  feet.  The  child 
did  not  manifest  any  feeling  whatever,  not  even  feeling  the  in- 
sertion of  the  point  of  the  needle,  remaining  perfectly  quiet. 

About  ten  minutes  after  the  operation,  a  marked  change  took 
place,  first  in  the  respiration,  and  then  in  the  pulse.  The  child 
gradually  improved,  and  by  evening  was  playing  about  as  usual ; 
the  pupils  remained  dilated  for  several  days,  but  since  that  time 
the  child  is  entirely  well. —  Wurtemb.  Med.  Blatt.,  1868. 

OPIUM  POISONING — CUBED  BT  TINCT.   BELLADONNA. 

The  subject,  a  young  lady,  took  20  grammes  of  laudanum. 
Dr.  George,  without  ordering  an  emetic,  prescribed  Tine.  Bella- 
donna,  as  follows ;  5  grammes  Tine.  Bell,  to  130  grammes  of 
Ghtm.,  a  large  spoonful  half-hourly,  and  a  cup  of  coffee  every 
hour.  The  patient  took  her  coffee  at  once,  but  the  medicine 
was  not  administered  until  three  hours  and  a  half  after  the 
poison  had  been  taken.  Patient  vomited  twice  after  two  cups 
of  coffee.  Her  condition  was  really  alarming ;  she  had  tonic 
convulsions ;  was  somnolent ;  had  also  violent  headache,  and  a 
most  troublesome  itching  of  the  skin,  especially  on  the  legs  and 
soles  of  the  feet ;  profuse  perspiration ;  pupils  much  contracted'; 
pulse  60,  small  and  compressible ;  respiration  laborious ;  stool 
and  urine  suppressed.  The  patient  began  to  get  better  about 
five  hours  after  the  Belladonna  was  first  given.  Dr.  6.  contin- 
ued it  at  longer  intervals  and  at  reduced  doses;  she  still  contin- 
ued to  improve,  and  then  Belladonna  symptoms  were  manifested, 
dilated  pupils,  etc.  The  Doctor  then  discontinued  all 'medica- 
tion, and  the  patient  recovered  rapidly.  She  took,  in  all,  six 
grammes  of  Belladonna. — Bull  de  Thur.  Schm.  lhrb.,  1868. 

VABICOSX  ULCERS 

Are  successfully  treated  with  Acid.  Hydrocy.  6  or  7  dilut.,  two 
or  three  drops  four  times  a  day. — Dr.  Schuesster. 

WHOOPING    COUGH. 

Dr.  6.  says,  his  treatment  in  this  disease  is  as  follows :  He 
gives  first,  for  eight  days,  Ledum,  then,  if  necessary,  Cuprum 
for  the  same  period.  Frequently  he  has  found  Ledum  sufficient ; 
he  has  never  been  obliged  to  give  another  remedy  after  Cuprum. 
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This  oertainly  would  be  a  God-send,  if  we  could  arrest  whoop- 
ing-cough in  «uch  a  short  time,  and  with  so  little  trouble.  •  We 
fear  our  author  is  too  sanguine  or  too  enthusiastic,  but  we  will 
give  the  treatment  a  trial,  having  now  the  best  possible  oppor- 
tunity, as  we  have  for  the  past  five  months  prescribed  for  from 
one  to  fifteen  cases  daily. 

HYDROCELE. 

Arsenicum  is  said  to  be  the  best  remedy  for  this  disease;  hav- 
ing seen  no  results  from  the  other  remedies  which  are  recom- 
mended. 

Polypus  of  the  nose  (one  case)  removed  in  a  few  weeks,  with 
Mtrum,  3  dilut.— [Allg,  Horn.  Ztg.,  Bd.  78,  8. 38. 

Conium  and  Arsenicum  has  been  recommended  by  the  physi- 
cians of  Dresden  in  Lupus. 

Conium  has  also  been  found  of  great  value  in  some  cases  of 
Angina.  Lithium  Carbo.  promises  much  in  diseases  of  the  eyes, 
especially  in  amaurotic  conditions. 

Pulsatilla  9,  a  few  drops  in  one-h'alf  cup  of  water,  a  dose 
morning  and  night  arrested  a  very  obstinate  vomiting  in  a  case 
of  chlorosis,  a  girl  aged  19  years. 

Meningitis  Gerebro-Spinalis. — Three  cases  reported  cured  with 
Arsenicum,  by  Dr.  Bakody. 

Ischias. — The  pains  were  worse  while  sitting  and  lying,  and 
during  the  night ;  walking  would  give  relief.  The  patient  (Dr. 
Orth)  recovered  in  a  short  time.  Mercur.  followed  by  Rhus. 
were  the  remedies. 

Podagra. — In  acute  attacks,  with  inability  to  walk  or  move 
about;  not  improved  after  proper  perspiration;  Dr.  Stens 
found  Met.  3,  morning  and  night  a  dose,  to  shorten  the  attacks, 
and  restore  the  patients  in  five  or  six  days. 

Ileus — With  stercoraceous  vomiting  in  a  man  of  63  years  of 
age.  The  patiehtt  had  been  under  Allopathic  treatment  for 
three  days.  Aeon.,  Bella,  and  Nux.  given  without  benefit.  On 
the  third  day  of  the  stercoraceous  vomiting  the  countenance 
was  very  much  sunken,  and  the  pain  very  violent ;  the  abdomen 
hard  and  drawn  together.  Opium  6,  two  doses,  of  no  avail ;  Plumbr 
200,  was  now  given,  and  four  hours  after  it  a  normal  discharge 
followed,  and  with  it  the  patient  was  restored. — [Dr.  Bulztr. 
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Ileus — Also  with  focal  vomiting.  There  was  much  heat  and 
dryness  of  the  parts  of ^  the  body  which  were  covered,  and  pro- 
fuse perspiration  on  the  uncovered  parts.  Thuja  was  the  rem- 
edy in  this  case.— Ibid— [Allg.  Horn.  Zettg.  Bd.,  78,  S.  63. 

J. 
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Translated  and  Arranged  for  the  Homoeopathic  Observer. 


Dr.  Ladelci,  a  Homoeopathic  physician  in  Eome,  has  been 
appointed  as  professor  of  botany  in  the  University. 

The  Bibliotheque  Homceopathique,  published  in  Paris,  contains 
the  good  news,  that  "  La  Tribune  Medicate"  an  Allopathic 
journal,  has  opened  its  pages  for  discussions  on  Homoeopathy. 
This  is  as  it  should  be,  and  we  opine  the  time  is  not  very 
distant  when  other  respectable  medical  journals  in  France, 
Germany,  and,  we  hope,  also  in  America,  will  have  the  good 
sense  to  show  the  same  liberal  spirit.  Already  some  of  the 
continental  journals  quote  extracts  from  Homoeopathic  works 
and  periodicals;  these,  however,  mostly  pertaining  to  the  physio- 
logical actions  of  drugs.  Our  last  file  of  German  journals  con- 
tains many  citations  from  the  various  Homoeopathic  periodicals 
of  this  country.  We  find  that  they  translate  mostly  practical 
matters,  leaving  the  polemical  articles  and  the  various  personal 
pen-fights  (which  play  such  an  important  (?)  role  in  some 
journals  of  late)  severely  alone,  allowing  us  to  enjoy  (?)  to 
repletion,  their  many-worded  battles. 

During  the  year  1868,  there  were  treated  at  the  Poliklinik, 
in  Leipsic,  3778  patients — 348  more  than  during  the  previous 
year. 

Dr.  Olotar  Mueller,  of  Leipsic,  formerly  editor  of  the  German 
Homoeopathic  Quarterly,  and  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  the 
age  in  the  medical  profession,  has  retired  from  practice,  and  is 
sojournifag  now  in  Italy.  *  .    m   ._:•.* 
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Agitation. — Switzerland  is  now  the  field  of  operation  and 
agitation,  in  a  medical  point  of  view.  A  Dr.  Munk,  professor 
at  the  University  in  Bern,  has  delivered  a  lecture  on  Homoeop- 
athy, and  published  it  in  pamphlet  form  for  circulation.  Ther 
discourse  shows  evidently  that  the  learned  clinical  professor 
does  not  know  anything  of  Homoeopathy;  that  his  great  forte  is 
ridicule,  and  that  he  has  no  regard  for  truth  or  honest  investi- 
gation. His  neighbor,  Dr.  Shaedler,  a  Homoeopathic  physician, 
replied,  in  a  pamphlet  of  eighty-six  pages,  and  paid  his  best 
repects  to  the  reviler  in  such  a  manner,  that  M.  flew  in  a 
passion,  and  appeared  in  print  a  second  time,  thus  making 
matters  worse  than  ever.  The  people,  of  course,  are  much 
interested  in  this  controversy;  and,  already,  an  association  for 
the  promotion  of  medical  reform,  and  especially  for  the  dissem- 
ination of  the  truth  of  Homoeopathy,  has  been  organized, 
embracing  in  its  membership  some  of  the  most  eminent  citizens- 
of  the  petite  republic.  May  success  crown  their  well-directed 
and  humane  efforts..  J. 
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OBSTETRICAL  CORRESPONDENCE-]*),  zv 


Baltimore,  February  16th,  1869. 

Dear  Doctor  :  I  send  you  my  notes  of  a  case  I  was  requested 
a  short  time  ago  to  see  in  consultation.  The  presentation  is  a 
very  rare  one — the  only  one  I  have  ever  seen,  and  I  remember 
reading  reports  of  but  two— one  by  fiamsbotham,  sr.,  and  one 
by  Hewitt,  in  a  recent  number  of  Bankings'  Abstract. 

Mary  T.,  mulatto,  aged  thirty,  in  labor  three  days,  during 
the  greater  part  of  which  she  states  she  had  been  suffering; 
strong  pains,  but  the  child  did  not  advance.  Upon  examination,. 
I  found  ob  uteri  dilated,  head  presentation,  ocoipito  pubal,  large 
caput  succeianeum.  Passing  my  hand  into  the  vagina,  so  as. 
to  thoroughly  examine  for  cause  of  trouble,  I  found  the  right 
foot:  presenting  along  with  the  head,  the  head  at  the  brim  of 
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"the  pelvis,  the  leg  above  the  malleoli  caught  between  the  head 
-and  the  pelvis.  I  tried  to  push  the  head  back,  so  as  to  tarn,  and 
failed;  then  to  return  the  foot,  and  failed.  I,  at  last,  succeeded 
in  moving  the  foot  towards  the  sacrum,  so  as  to  admit  the 
adaptation  of  the  forceps,  which  I  applied,  and  delivered  her 
successfully.  The  foot  and  leg  were  black  with  venous  conges- 
tion, and  the  attending  physician  informed  me  afterwards  that 
extensive  sloughing  occurred. 

Bamsbotham  lays  down  the  rule,  and  it  should  ever  be  borne 
in  mind,  that,  when  strong  labor  pains  have  continued  for  some 
time  without  the  labor  progressing,  a  thorough  examination  of 
the  brim  of  the  pelvis  should  be  made.  In  many  cases,  prolap- 
sus of  a  hand  will  be  detected,  or,  more  rarely,  as  in  this  case, 
of  a  foot.  Now,  that  we  have  chloroform  at  our  command,  the 
great  trouble  in  passing  the  hand  into  the  vagina — the  pain  to 
the  mother — is  obviated.  If  the  foot  had  been  detected  early,  it 
-could  easily  have  been  carried  towards  the  sacrum,  and  pushed 
above  the  head,  and  the  case  have  terminated  as  a  normal  head 
presentation.  Bamsbotham  also  gives  another  important  cau- 
tion— that,  in  cases  where  the  hand  is  presenting  with  the  head, 
*  never  to  push  the  head  up,  as  such  a  course  is  apt  to  convert 
the  ease  into  a  shoulder  presentation. 

Yours,  as  ever,  Forceps. 


HYDRARGYRUM  HYDROCYAmCUM.  «.   OYANURETUM  MER- 
CURIL      {TRUE  SmiLIUM  FOR  DIPHTHERIA.) 


Editor  of  Wutern  HamcBopaihic  Obwrver. 

Having  seen  several  communications  from  Dr.  Von  Villers, 
of  Dresden,  Germany,  in  the  Neue  Zeitschrift  feur  Homceo 
KHnxk,  of  the  extraordinary  success  with  the  above  remedy  in 
his  practice,  and  having  found  his  statement  verified  in  a  recent 
endemic  diphtheria,  and  knowing  that  many  of  our  American 
Homoeopathicians  are  deprived  of  reading  his  able  reports,  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  make  the  same  public,  and  ask  to  be  pardoned 
for  having  this  short  notice  inserted  in  several  medical  journals, 
perhaps  about  the  same  time,  wishing  to  have  it  generally  known 
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as  800ft  as  possible.  It  appears  strange  this  remedy  bad  not  been 

used  or  thought  of  in  the  treatment  of  this  disorder  before,  as 

cases   of   poisoning   with    it   have    been    long    known    to 

produce  a  pathological  condition  more  similar  to  diphtheria. 

"than  perhaps  any  other  known  drug.    In  my  hands*  potencies. 

from  the  sixth  to  the  thirtieth  have  been  effectual ;  but  I  shall 

use  the  higher  as  soon  as  I  am  in  possession  of  the  attenuations*. 

I  consider  topical  applications  not  needed,  or  entirely  useless. 

Of  course  I  am  unable  to  say  whether,  in  other  seasons,  the* 

same  treatment  will  suffice,  but  I  believe  it  will.    I  will  not 

give  cases  cured,  as  every  one  is  sufficiently  acquainted  with 

the  disease,  but  will  only  add,  that  I  have  not  needed  any  other 

remedy  to  precede  or  auoceed  the  Cyanuret  mere,  (never  alternate.) 

I  am  desirous  of  testing  it  also  in  laryngeal  affections  (croupy 

diphtheria);   also  when   there   is  any  diphtheritic  exudation 

appearing  in  any  tissue.    Hoping  soon  to  hear  from  abler  pen& 

of  similar  results,  and  wishing  to  be  understood  as  not  claiming 

any  originality  in  this  treatment,  but  believing  the  praise  only 

due  to  our  immortal  Hahnemann,  I  remain  yours,  Ac, 

Dr.  C.  F.  Kueohler. 
Springfield,  111. 
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Epitome  or  Homoeopathic  Medicines,  By  Wm.  L.  Breyfogle, 
M.  D\  Philadelphia :  F.  E.  Eoericke,  pp.  383,  1869.  From 
the  publisher. 

A  neatly  bound  duodecimo  of  383  pages  bearing  the  above 

title  lays  upon  our  table.    To  those  who  desire  to  avoid  the  use 

a  cumbersome  Materia  Medica,  and  have  combined  in  a  compact 

form,  the  indications  for  the  use  of  medicines,  of  the  old  Materia 

Medica,  this  book  will  be  of  service.    Since  the  Epitome  of  Dr» 

Curtis  and  Lille,  there  has  been,  so  far  as  our  knowledge  goes, 

no   systematic   Epitome  of  our  Materia  Medica    published. 

In  arranging  this  work  the  author  states  that  he  has  compared 

Lippe's   Materia   Medica;    The   Symptomen    Codex ;    Jahr's 

Epitome ;  Bonninghausen's  Pocket  Bogk,  and  Hale's  New  Rem- 
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edies,  and  that  he  has  endeavored  to  observe  four  points :  let; 
The  locality  of  the^actions  of  the  various  medicines.  2d.  The 
kind  of  pain,  in  .general,  and  in  certain  organs  or  localities.  3d. 
The  ameliorations  and  aggravation*  4th.  The  concomitant 
symptoms.  At  the  end  of  the  symptoms  of  each  drug,  we 
are  glad  to  see  that  the  "  curative  range"  of  the  medicine  is 
added,  thereby. giving  ne  to  understand  that  pathology  is  not 
excluded  from  consideration.  This,  to  our  mind,  enhances  the 
value  of  the  book. 

Bet  we  conceive  that  the  author  has  given  too  little  attention 
to  the  new  remedies.  In  an  appendix,  consisting  of  forty-one 
lines,  he  gives  us:  Aesculus,  glab.;  Aesculus,  hipp.;  Apocy,  and.; 
Apocy,  cann.;  Asclepeas,  tub.;  Baptised,  tine;  Caulloph.y  Dioscorar 
JBrigeron,  Hamamdis,  and  Mygale.  These  are  all  valuable  medi- 
cines, and  possess  great  power  over  the  economy,  and  should 
have  had  much  more  consideration  bestowed  upon  them,  while 
Cimicifuga,  Hydrastus,  Senecio,  Sticta,  and  Veratrum  Virid,  and 
many  other  drugs  are  not  noticed  at  all. 

The  Black  Cohosh  was  proved  by  Drs.  Marey,  Paine,  Hill, 
and  others,  and  has  a  wide  range  of  curative  action.  The  Hy- 
drastis was  the  subject  of  an  elaborate  essay,  read  before  the 
American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  while  the  Senecio,  Sticta 
and  many  other  valuable  remedial  agents  are  passed  over. 

With  this  exception,  the  book  is  an  excellent  one,  and  when 
the  second  edition  goes  to  press — which  we  hope  will  be  ere 
long — we  trust  that  these  new  medicines  will  receive  their  due 
share  of  attention,  even  to  the  exclusion  of  some  that  now 
appear  in  the  book. 


Turn  Academy  or  Sciences  or  Paris  has  received  the  ram  of 
60,000  francs,  the  interest  of  which  will,  every  third  year,  be 
offered  as  a  prize  for  the  best  essay  on  embryology. 


Db.  Cohnheim,  Virchow's  assistant  in  Berlin,  has  been  ap-> 
pointed  Professor,  of  Pathological  Anatomy  at  Kiel ;  Dr.  Her- 
man, of  Berlin,  Professor  at  Wurtzburg,  and  Dr.  Fisher,  of 
Berlin,  Professor  of  Surgery  at  Breslau.         ^ 
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~_  To  insure  publication,  articles  must  be  practical,  brief  as  possible  to  do>  |rf«tico 
to  the  subject,  and  carefully  prepared,  so  as  to  require  little  revision. 

49"  Readers  of  the  Obmbtkb,  will  oblige  the  Editor  if  the;  will  forward  owpie*  of 
local  newspaper*,  or  similar  matters  of  importance  to  the  profession,  all  such  will  be 
thankfully  acknowledged. 

A*?1  Physicians  having  changed  their  locations,  or  desiring  to  remove  from  one 
portion  of  the  country  to  another,  will  please  communicate  with  the  Editor,  that  he 
may  note  the  same.  Records  of  marriage?,  and  deaths  of  physicians,  and  other  per- 
sonal news  will  also  be  received  snd  noticed. 

J*W  AH  exchanges,  books  and  pamphlets  must  be  addressed  to  the  Editor,  No.  1418 
Washington  Avenue. 


Editorial. 


COMMENCEMENTS. 

These  are  the  days  of  commencements;  these  the  happy  hoars  when 
former  .aspirants  for  medical  degrees  appear  equipped  with  their  parch* 
ments  in  all  the  glory  of  newly  acquired  honors.  The  general  hatch- 
ing time  has  come;  the  Alma  Matres  parturiunt  and  give  off  hun- 
dreds upon  hundreds  of  M.  D.'s.  The  demure  student  who  yesterday 
finished  with  the  "green  box,"  to-day  has  received  a  communication  that 
"his  examinations  are  successfully  passed,"  and  he  is  entitled  to  the 
degree  of  his  college.  The  poor  fellow  who  has  crammed  and  crammed, 
and,  perhaps,  d  d  his  mental  capacity  for  long  successive  months, 
until  his  pantaloons  shine  from  nap  removed  by  the  lecture  benches, 
looks  up  with  brilliant  eyes  and  proud  expectations  for  the  future.  The 
man  on  these  occasions  who  thinks  he  "  knows  it  all,"  is  generally  the 
man  who  knows  it  not,  and  may  receive  a  note  containing  his  graduating 
fee,  or  a  polite  invitation  to  appear  before  the  faculty  in  conclave  assem- 
bled for  a  second  trial  of  his  powers,  or  is  requested  for  his  benefit  to 
study  "another  year." 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  give  a  short  account  of  "  the  birth-day 
of  medical  honors"  in  America,  and  to  point  out  the  differences  between 
a  commencement  a  century  ago  and  a  commencement  In  eighteen  hun- 
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died  and  sixty-nine.  In  the  olden  time  the  distinguished  graduate  were 
made  chiefly  to  figure  on  the  stage;  in  our  day  the  distinguished  pro- 
fessors do  most  of  the  work.  The  following  is  an  abstract  taken  from 
the  minutes  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  old  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania of  June  21st,  1768:  "This  may  be  considered  the  Birth-day  of 
Medical  Honors  in  America.  The  Trustees  being  met  at  half  an  hour  past 
nine  in  the  forenoon,  the  several  professors  and  medical  candidates 
in  their  proper  habits  proceeded  irom  the  Apparatus  Room  to  the  Public 
Hall,  where  a  polite  assembly  of  their  fellow-citizens  were  convened  to 
honor  the  solemnity. 

"  The  Provost,  having  there  received  the  mandate  for  the  commence* 
ment  from  his  honor  the  Governor,  as  President  of  the  Trustees,  intro- 
duced the  business  of  the  day  with  prayers  and  a  short  Latin  oration 
suited  to  the  occasion.  *  *  *  *  * 

**To  this  succeeded  a  Latin  oration  by  Mr.  John  Lawrence — 4De 
Honoribus  qui  in  omni  ssvo  in  veros  median®  cultores  colati  fuerint.'  " 

Then  followed  a  dispute  whether  the  Retina  or  Tunica  Choroides  be 
the  immediate  seat  of  vision ;  the  argument  for  the  Retina  being  held  by 
Mr.  Cowell,  (graduate,)  and  that  against  by  Mr.  Fullerton  also  an  appli- 
cant for  the  Doctorate.  After  this,  the  "  Questio,  num  detur  Fluidum 
Nervosum,"  was  argued  by  Mr.  Duffield  and  Mr.  Way  (students.)  An 
essay  an  "Respiration  "  was  read  by  Mr.  Til  ton  (a  successful  candidate.) 
After  which,  the  degrees  were  conferred  by  the  Provost,  and  the  vale- 
dictory delivered  by  Mr.  Potts,  (the  first  in  his  class,)  "  on  the  advantages 
derived  in  the  study  of  physic  irom  a  previous  liberal  education  in  the 
other  sciences."  The  graduates  then  received  a  charge  from  the  Provost 
and  the  Professor  of  Anatomy,  Dr.  Bhippen;  the  Vice-Provost  concluding 
the  ceremony  with  a  prayer. 

It  will  be  perceived  from  the  above,  that  much  of  the  ceremony  was 
conducted  by  the  graduating  class ;  while,  in  our  times,  as  a  general  rule, 
the  graduates  only  walk  upon  the  stage  in  their  best  clothes,  take  their 
parchments,  make  a  bow,  and  disappear.  Would  it  not  be  more  inter- 
esting hereafter  to  conduct  our  commencement  exercises  in  a  somewhat 
different  manner,  and  allow  our  proficient  students  to  appear  before 
our  public,  and  give  such  evidence  of  acquirement  that  the  audience  may 
judge  of  their  capabilities  and  proficiencies.  Not  that  we  mean  to  advise 
either  Latin  orations  or  discussions;  for,  in  these  days  of  leg-dramas 
tight-rope  dancing,  and  negro  minstrelsy,  the  people  would  scarcely  be 
quiet  under  the  infliction ;  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  would  we  find  many 
students  in  our  classes  who  would  be  able  to  talk  the  language  of  the 
ancient  Roman.    But  there  might  be  good,  sound  English  essays  read, 


106  Editorial. 

aad  argumentative  subjects  treated  by  several  of  a  class,  that  would  add 
zest  to  the  proceedings  and  do  away  with  the  eternal  routine — music — 
prayers — music,  valedictory — music,  degrees — music,  blessing — music, 
Amen. 


THE  PROGRB88  OP  THE  CAUSE. 


We  are  pleased  in  being  able  to  give  to  our  readers  a  brief  glance  at 
the  standing  of  Homoeopathy  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  as  we 
have  gleaned  it  from  our  different  exchanges.  All  great  progressive  move- 
ments have  their  stationary  periods,  and  their  periods  of  advance.  It  is 
is  in  a  mighty  battle.  Here  a  battalion  stands  firm  to  hold  a  command- 
ing position ;  there,  with  impetuous  haste,  the  artillery  moves  forward  to 
gain  a  desired  point.  Here  are  the  veterans,  u  firm-paced,  and  slow," 
watching  with  eager  eyes,  the  charges  of  the  light  dragoons.  All  these 
laboring  for  the  same  great  end — victory.  Our  advance  guard  appears 
on  the  move  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

INDIA. 

From  our  far-off  exchange,  "  The  Calcutta  Journal  of  Medicine"  we  find 
that,  in  "  the  holy  city" — Benares — there  has  been  inaugurated  a  Homoe- 
opathic hospital  and  dispensary,  under  the  charge  of  Baboo.  Loke  Nath. 
Moitra. 

FRANCE. 

The  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  in  the  Imperial  Cabinet,  has  directed 
a  course  of  lectures  on  Homoeopathic  medicine  to  be  delivered  at  the 
Sorbonne,  and  M.  Leon  Simon  is  appointed  to  the  lectureship. 

NICE. 

Dr.  Imbert  Gourbeyre,  of  Clermont,  has  delivered  a  course  of  lectures 
•on  Homoeopathy  at  Nice,  in  the  Grand  Salle  du  Ca$inv,  which  were 
attended  by  an  audience  averaging  600  in  number. 

RUSSIA. 

The  Ministry  of  the  Interior  has  granted,  in^the  face  of  violent  opposi- 
tion, a  constitutional  organization  of  Homoeopathic  physicians  of  St. 
Petersburgh. 

Warsaw. — Portions  of  a  hospital  in  this  city  have  been  given  in  charge 
of  a  Homoeopathic  physician,  and  a  central  Homoeopathic  pharmacy  has 
been  opened  in  the  same  place. 

HUNGARf. 

The  proposal  for  the  establishment  of  a  chair  of  Homoeopathic  medicine 
in  Pesth,  together  with  a  Hospital,  was  lately  laid  before  the  Parliament 
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GERMANY. 

The  effort  is  being  made  in  Leipsic  to  endow  a  hospital  wherein  shall 
"be  practiced  the  Homoeopathic  system  of  medicine.  Seventeen  hundred 
thalers  have  been  already  subscribed  to  the  charity. 

ENGLAND. 

A  hospital  has  been  opened  at  Malvern  in  which  the  patients  may  be 
treated  by  any  of  the  local  practitioners  in  accordance  with  the  several 
beliefs.  In  other  words,  Homoeopathic  physicians  have  tree  access  to  the 
Trards. 

London  Homaopqthic  Hospital.— There  will  be  a  festival  held  during  the 
month  of  April  for  increasing  the  funds  of  this  institution.  If  this  will 
bear  any  resemblance  to  the  magnificent  dinner  which  was 'given  some 
years  since,  with  "his  grace,  the  Duke  of  Wellington,"  in  the  chair, 
there  need  be  no  fears  as  to  the  abundant  success  of  the  enterprise. 

Brighton. — The  effort  is  being  made  to  establish  a  Homoeopathic  hos- 
pital for  children  at  Brighton. 

The  Liverpool  Dispensary — Is  in  a  most  flourishing  condition. 

SCOTLAND. 

A  Homoeopathic  hospital  is  about  being  established  in  Edinburgh. 
Several  of  the  best  physicians  of  our  school  have  volunteered  their  ser- 
vices, and  it  is  believed  that  ere  long  we  shall  chronicle  the  inauguration 
of  the  enterprise. 

UNITED  STATES. 

In  this  country,  we  have  hospitals  and  dispensaries  in  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Boston,  Brooklyn,  Harrisburgh,  St.  Louis,  Chicago,  Cincin- 
nati, Cleveland,  Pittsburgh,  Leavenworth,  Newark,  Poughkeepsie,  Troy, 
Buffalo,  Albany,  Rochester  and  Washington;  while  in  many  of  these 
cities  efforts  have  been  successful  in  the  establishment  of  more'than  one 
charity.  The  newly  purchased  hospital  in  Cleveland;  the  opening  of  the 
dooro  of  the  City  Hospital  of  St.  Lords  to  Homoeopathic  students,  which 
we  chronicled  in  our  last ;  the  auspicious  signs  of  the  endowment  of  very 
large  hospitals  in  Boston  and  New  York,  all  are  most  significant  items, 
and  indicate  to  the  observer  the  progress  of  the  cause  throughout  the 
whole  world. 


JSPBCIAL  INSTRUCTION  IN  HOMCEOPATHIC  MEDICINE. 

i  

We  take  this  opportunity  of  announcing  that,  with  the  co-operation  of 
Dr.  T.  G.  Comatock,  Dr.  D.  R.  Luyties,  and  an  experienced  chemist,  we 
have  opened  a  lecture-room  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  desire  instruction 


\ 
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in  Homoeopathic  medicine  and  the  collateral  science*.  A  dissecting-room 
attached  to  the  lecture-room,  affords  opportunity  for  the  stud  j  of  practical 
anatomy;  while  clinical  lectures  at  the  Good  Samaritan  Hospital,  will 
assist  in  the  practical  instruction  of  medicine  and  surgery.  The  first 
lecture  of  the  course— on  the  anatomy  of  the  human  mouth — was  deliv- 
ered, on  the  evening  of  the  21st  of  March,  to  quite  a  number  of  students 
and  gcptiemen,  and  we  have  every  encouragement  to  believe  that  a  private 
school  of  instruction  may  exist  in  this,  as  well  ss  in  other  large  cities  is 
this  country  and  on  the  continent. 

The  lectures  on  anatomy  and  surgery  will  be  delivered  by  the  editor  of 
this  journal  Those  on  obstetrics  and  diseases  of  women,  by  Dr. 
Comstock;  and  those  on  the  practice  of  medicine  and  diseases  of 
children,  by  Dr.  Luyties. 


SYNOPSIS  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  STATE 

HOMCEOPATHIC  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  Society  assembled  at  half-past  ten  o'clock,  Tuesday  morning,  Feb- 
ruary 9,  in  the  Common  Council  Chamber,  in  the  City  Hall  of  the  City 
of  Albany,  Dr.  Watson,  of  Utica,  in  the  Chair. 

Rev.  Dr.  Sprague,  of  Albany,  offered  an  appropriate  and  feeling 
prayer. 

The  President,  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Watson,  then  read  his  inaugural  address. 

Dr.  W.  S.  Searle,  of  Troy,  suggested  that  a  committee  be  appointed  on 
the  President's  address.  Being  adopted,  it  was  appointed  by  the  Chair, 
consisting  of  Drs.  Cook,  Payne  and  Raymond ;  Dr.  Searle  having  de- 
clined a  place  upon  it 

Dr.  Smith  moved  that  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  last  year  be  dis- 
pensed with.  It  wss  so  carried,  reconsidered  on  motion  of  Dr.  L.  Clary, 
and  this  disposition  was  then  reaffirmed. 

The  Secretary,  Dr.  Paine,  of  Albany,  at  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Searle, 
read  the  prominent  features  of  the  proceedings  of  last  year,  which  were 
approved. 

The  President  then  appointed  the  Nominating  Committee,  and  the 
delegates  from  various  institutions  reported. 

The  Secretary  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Whbrxas,  All  Homoeopathic  physicians  feel  the  need  ol  a  Homoeo- 
pathic Dispensatory  that  will  meet  the  requirements  of  our  advanced 
science  and  the  approval  of  our  State  and  National  organizations;  and 
it  being  understood  that  Dr.  Lodge,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  has  such  a  work 
nearly  ready  for  publication ;  therefore, 

Jfetototf,  That  the  proof  sheets  of  this  United  States  Homoeopathic  ' 
Dispensatory  be  submitted  to  a  committee  on  behalf  of  this  Medical  Society 
for  approval. 
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Dr.  Clary  hoped  that  he  would  not  take  any  such  hasty  action  in  en- 
dorsing a  Dispensatory  which  might  be  very  good,  for  all  we  know,  or 
might  not  We  do  not  wish  to  endorse  any  book  of  which  we  know 
nothing ;  if  it  is  good  we  will  bny  it,  and  if  it  is  not,  we  will  not  pur- 
chase, even  if  it  is  endorsed  by  the  Society. 

Dr.  Holden,  of  Warren  county,  requested  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
to  be  postponed  for  a  few  moments,  for  the  purpose  of  offering  an  amend- 
ment to  the  original  resolution,  that  the  proof-sheets  be  referred  to 
the  committee  for  examination  and  report.  [Postponed  for  the  Treas- 
urer's report. 

Dr.  Beakley  said  that  the  College  with  which  he  was  connected  was  in 
m  flourishing  condition.  Hb  had  suggested  to  the  chairman  of  the  proper 
committee  in  the  Legislature,  that  an  appropriation  should  be  given  to 
the  hospital  to  be  attached,  and  he  wished  to  impress  on  his  friends  that 
if  they  could  do  anything  to  aid  this  meritorious  enterprise,  he  hoped 
they  would.  We  wished  to  show  that  a  hospital  could  be  supported 
without  aid  from  the  city. 

Dr.  Cornell  said  that  the  Homoeopathic  Society  of  Northern  New  York 
had  passed  a  resolution  deprecating  the  education  of  our  medical  stu- 
dents in  Allopathic  schools.  He  thought  these  views  good,  and  moved 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  three  persons  to  draft  resolutions 
expressing  the  views  of  the  Society.  The  resolution  was  adopted,  and 
the  committee  was  appointed,  as  follows :  Drs.  B.  F.  Cornell,  W.  Wright, 
£.  C.  Bass. 

Dr.  Wright  said  that  he  could  not  let  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Beakley  pass 
by  without  commenting  upon  them.  It  was  a  subject  of  great  import- 
ance, and  should  not  be  lightly  dismissed.  When  the  question  of  the 
Success  of  Homoeopathy  is  disputed,  we  wish  to  be  able  to  show  that  in  a 
hospital  at  home  we  have  had  such  a  result  as  we  say  is  given  elsewhere. 
Our  hospital  should  be  here,  and  is  of  more  value  here  than  in  Europe. 

Dr.  Beakley  said  he  thought  the  necessary  funds  could  be  obtained 
among  the  five  thousand  physicians  of  our  country  by  the  subscription  of 
a  small  sum  each,  and  by  solicitation  from  those  who  have  wealthy  pa- 
tients. These  patients  can  be  asked  for  contributions,  as  the  subject  is 
purely  charitable. 

AFTERNOON    SESSION. 

Reports  were  read,  on  reassembling,  from  the  Albany  City  Dispensary 
and  the  Margaretsville  Retreat  for  the  Insane.  Dr.  Doty  said  that  he  was 
surprised  at  the  successful  result  of  Homoeopathic  remedies  as  applied  to 
the  insane.  He  thought  that  fewer  tases  of  failure  would  be  found  there 
than  with  any  other  method  of  treatment.    He  read  the  provisions  of  a 
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bill  to  incorporate  the  Margaretsville  Retreat  for  the  Insane.  Its  capital 
shall  not  exceed  $15,000.  We  wish  to  secure  this  act  of  incorporation,, 
and  every  member  of  the  profession  should  use  his  influence  with  the 
Legislature  for  this  purpose,  and  for  an  appropriation.  We  have  a  beau- 
tiful place,  and  buildings,  with  water,  and  we  want  to  establish  it  on  a 
firm  basis,  so  that  the  institution  can  be  self-supporting. 

A  paper  was  read  from  Dr.  Morgan,  ot  New  York,  on  Consumption  in 
America. 

A  note  was  then  read  from  the  Governor  acknowledging  the  invitation 
of  the  Society  to  attend  their  sessions. 

The  Auditing  Committee,  through  Dr.  Clary,  read  the  following  report 

and  resolution : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Treasurer's  report  have  per- 
formed their  duty,  and  find  it  correct,  and  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  report 

In  the  evening,  Dr.  Watson,  of  Utica,  gave  a  most  eloquent  and  able 

address,  which  was  listened  to  with  marked  attention. 

SECOND   DAT. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported,  and  the  election  of  officers  re- 
sulted in  the  following : 

President — Wm.  Wright,  of  Brooklyn. 

First  Vice-President — E.  B.  Holmes,  pf  Canandaigua. 

Second  Vice-President — Henry  Minton,  of  Brooklyn. 

Third  Vice-President— E.  P.  K.  Smith,  of  Auburn. 

Corresponding  Secretary — £.  D.  Jones,  of  Albany. 

Recording  Secretary — H.  M.  Paine,  of  Albany. 

Treasurer — W.  S.  Searle,  of  Brooklyn. 

Censors — Northern  District — H.  Swits,  W.  H.  Barnes,  C.  H.  Carpenter. 
Southern  District  —  H.  C.  Jones,  J.  McE.  Wetmore,  C.  T.  Liebold. 
Middle  District — C.  J.  Hill,  Norman  Getman,  George  B.  Palmer.  West-* 
em  District — R.  R.  Gregg,  G.  W.  Peer,  J.  M.  Cadrrus. 

Committee  on  Publication — H.  M.  Paine,  E.  D.  Jones,  L.  M.  Pratt,  of 
Albany. 

After  which  the  delegates  to  the  different  societies  and  the  various 
bureaux  were  appointed. 

In  the  evening  several  important  papers  were  read  and  discussed,  and 

the  Committee  on  the  Inaugural  Address  of  the  President  reported  as 

follows : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Inaugural  Address  of  the 
President,  cordially  endorse  and  recommend  the  early  completion  of  the 
Hospital  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  connection  with  the  Homoeopathic 
Medical  College.  The  suggestions  in  relation  to  the  establishment  of  Ho- 
moeopathic Dispensaries  in  the  State  are  pertinent,  and  an  increase  of  their 
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number  is  recommended.  With  regard  to  the  non-appointment  of  Hem- 
oaopathic  medical  examiners  by  insurance  companies,  the  Committee  recom- 
mend action  on  the  part  of  the  County  Medical  Societies  like  that  taken 
by  the  Albany  County  Homoeopathic  8ociety  as  recorded  in  the  State 
Transactions  for  1866.  The  Committee  consider  the  formation  of  Connty 
Societies  highly  important  to  the  promotion  of  the  best  interests  of  Hom- 
csopathy  and  the  support  of  the  State  Society.  The  Committee  desire  t* 
encourage  every  effort  tending  to  promote  the  elevation  of  the  standard 
of  medical  education  and  the  suppression  of  empiricism,  and  with  this 
end  in  view  we  would  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  permanent  com- 
mittee on  medical  education.  The  Committee  cordially  approve  the  sug- 
gestions having  reference  to  private  and  public  institutions  under  the 
care  of  Homoeopathic  physicians  and  surgeons  for  the  treatment  of  the 
insane.    All  of  which  is  respectfully  snbmitted. 

H.  M.  PAINE, 
H.  N.  AVERY, 
E.  P.  K.  SMITH. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

The  attendance  of  this  meeting  was  large,  the  papers  and  reports  read 
were  of  more  than  usual  interest,  and  general  concord  and  good  will 
prevailed. 

The  semi-annual  meeting  is  to  be  held  in  New  York,  on  Tuesday,  the; 
14th  September.    A  large  attendance  is  expected. 

H.  M.  PAINE,  Recording  Secretary. 

NOTE. 

[We  have  been  furnished  by  our  friend  Dr.  H.  M.  Paine  with  a  few 
reprints  of  "the  proceedings'1  in  full.  To  those  of  our  readers  who  de- 
sire them  they  will  be  mailed. — Ed.] 


THE  MICHIGAN  UNIVERSITY. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Michigan  State  Homeopathic  Convention,  held 
in  Lansing,  on  February  11th,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions, 
were  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  Michigan  Homoeopathic  Institute  met  in  Detroit,  on 
the  17th  of  September,  1868,  and  then  and  there  set  forth  certain  facts 
and  made  certain  declarations  as  expressive  of  the  views  of  our  branch  of 
the  medical  profession,  touching  our  rights  in  the  medical  department  of 
the  University  of  Michigan ;  and, 

Whereas,  The  Board  of  Regents  still  continues  to  disregard  those 
rights,  in  defiance  of  law,  justice  and  equity,  in  consequence  of  which  a 
peremptory  mandamus  has  been  applied  for,  and  is  now  before  the 
Supreme  Court  of  this  State,  compelling  them  to  show  cause  why  they 
have  not  obeyed  the  law,  upon  which  a  decision  is  expected  to  be  ren- 
dered at  the  adjourned  meeting  of  said  court  in  April  next;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  reiterate  and  re-affirm  the  declaration  we  made  in 
September  last,  and  ask  the  Legislature  to  defer  all  legislation  upon  the 
question  until  the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  rendered  their  decision; 
further, 
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Mmtmd)  That,  In  taking  this  position,  we  do  not  wish  to  do  anything 
nonjudicial  to  the  very  best  interest  of  the  University  of  the  State  ot 
Michigan,  fully  appreciation  the  glory,  honor  and  reputation  of  that 
institution,  and  we  would  ask  the  Legislature  to  pass  an  enabling  act, 
giving,  to  the  Repents  the  money  already  raised  by  the  act  of  1867,  and 
what  is  to  be  raised  for  the  next  two  years,  providing  that  the  law  and 
proviso  remain  intact,  subject  to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

On  motion,  the.forsgoing  report  was  accepted. 

Br.  Ellis  said  he  did  not  quite  agree  with  the  other  members  of  the 

committee    He,  therefore,  would  present  the  following  minority  report: 

We,  as  friends  of  the  University,  most  respectfully  ask  your  honorable 
body  to  grant  the  aid  it  requires,  but  at  the  same  time  to  provide  ade- 
quately for  the  teaching  of  the  Homoeopathic  system  of  medicine,  either 
in  the  medical  department,  as  at  present  constituted  at  Ann  Arbor,  or  by 
a  new  department  to  be  located  on  the  University  grounds,  or  by  a  branch 
of  .the  University  to  be  located  by  the  Board  of  Regents,  where  the  Homoe- 
opathic system  shall  be  thoroughly  taught  by  competent  professors^  said 
branch  to  receive  such  proportion  of  the  special  appropriation  as  will  be 
sufficient  for  its  organization  and  equipment  as  a  first-class  medical 
institution,  with  a  full  corps  of  teachers,  and  to  issue  to  its  graduates  the 
University  degree,  and  be  treated  in  all  respects  as  a  part  of  the  University 
of  Michigan. 

On  motion,  the  minority  report  was  accepted. 

Moved  and  seconded,  that  the  majority  report  be  adopted. 

Dr.  Bagley  then  proceeded  to  ventilate  the  minority  report,  showing 
the  motives  and  reasons  for  bringing  up  a  side  show  and  holding  on  to  it 
with  great  pertinacity. 

Dr.  Ellis  spoke  in  favor  of  the  minority  report  and  in  defence  of  him- 
self and  Detroit 

Dr.  Fish  said  he  was  a  Detroit  man;  he  thought  Detroit  was  one  of  the 
greatest  places  in  the  world:  and,  after  ridiculing  Ann  Arbor  and  all 
connected  with  it,  and  venting  his  sarcasm  on  the  sacred  soil  of  the  Uni- 
versity, gave  place  to  Dr.  Spinney,  who  spoke  some  time,  and  closed  by 
saying  the  prestige  of  the  University  did  not  amount  to  anything,  for  Dr. 
Fish  said  it  did  not;  and,  if  the  Doctor  thought  Detroit  would  give  the 
most  toward  having  the  college,  he  was  mistaken;,  for  he  knew  of  a  little 
town  by  name  of  East  Saginaw,  that  would  give  more  by  $25,000  than 
any  other  place  in  Michigan;  but,  for  his  part,  he  did  not  want  it  there; 
he  could  overlook  self  for  the  sake  of  the  cause  he  was  engaged  in. 


THE  COST  OF  RUM. 


The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  report  by  Mr.  Van  Meter,  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Howard  Mission  in  New  York,  on  the  cost  of  drinking 
ardent  spirits: 

There  are  in  this  city  5203  licensed  places  selling  intoxicating  liquor. 
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^Superintendent  Kennedy  placed  policemen  at  8B&  of  them  for -twentyftrar 
consecutive  hours,  and  *&»  ib  the  result  t  Bach  rum-hole  receives  a  daily 
average  of  184  visits,  making  an  aggregate  of  697,203  per  day,  4,188,212 
per  week,  or  218,224,226  visits  in  one  year !  Each  visit  averages  at  least 
fifteen  minutes.  This  gives  as  5,485,605  days  of  ten  hours  each,  or  1848 
yeara.  At  present  wages,  each  one,  if  sober  and  industrious,  would  earn 
one  dollar  per  day,  or  15,455,605  in  one  year.  But  this  is  not  all  the  lost 
time.  The  time  of  at  least  three  persons'is  occupied  by  each  grog-shop 
to  do  its  work.  This  gives  us  15,609  persons — enough  to  make  a  large 
city.  At  one  dollar  per  day  for  each  we  have  (not  including  Sunday) 
442670,008,  or  an  aggregate  of  $10,825,603  of  wasted  time  by  seller  and 
drinker — a  sum  sufficient  to  carry  on  all  the  Sunday-school,  missionary, 
tract  and  Bible  societies  in  the  land.  But  this  is  a  mere  fraction  of  the 
cost  of  rum.  From  the  same  source  we  have  the  following:  Bach  ram- 
hole  'receives  a  daily  average  of  $141  58,  making  an  aggregate  of 
^786,280  59  per  week,  or  $88,286,590  68  per  annum,  to  which  add  the 
value  of  lost  time,  and  we  have  $48,612,198  68,  But  the  real  cost  cannot 
be  estimated.  Look  at  the  thousands  of  shivering,  hungry,  helpless, 
liopeless  little  victims.  What  sum  would  compensate  for  loss  of  character, 
domestic  happiness,  ruined  husbands,  wives,  sons,  and  daughters?  for  the 
absence  of  every  ray  of  light  and  hope  in  this  and  the  world  to  come? 
Still,  were  this  confined  to  our  Sodom,  it  would  be  comparatively  a  small 
matter.  But  the  nation  is  deluged  with  rum.  The  rumseller  drags  down 
to  deepest  infamy  and  woe  many  of  our  most  eminent  statesmen  and 
"bravest  generals,  our  most  distinguished  judges,  lawyers,  ministers, 
artists,  and  profound  scholars.  The  destroyer  lurks  around  our  dwellings, 
watching  for  us,  and  those  dearer  than  life  to  us.  The  power  to  put  an 
•end  to  this  rests  with  ministers  and  the  members  of  their  churches.  It  is 
for  them  to  say  whether  the  destroyer  shall  be  crushed  or  not.  God  and 
Suunanity  hold  them  responsible. 


General  News. 


{This  Department  is  under  the  Supervision  of  G.  H.  M0&U14.,  M.  D.,  St  Louis] 


Vaccination. — Dr.  Loiner,  of  New  York,  in  a  long  report  upon  this 
subject,  claims  that,  for  the  purpose  of  vaccination,  the  vaccine  matter 
taken  from  human  beings  is  never  productive  of  injurious  results,  and  is 
vastly  superior  to  the  matter  taken  from  animals. 


Hospital. — In  the  Mafoern  yews,  we  find  that,  among  other  improve- 
ments, a  hospital  has  been  opened  at  that  place  for  the  reception  of 
persons  suffering  from  accidents,  in  which  the  patients  may  be  treated 
<by  any  of  the  local  medical  practitioners,  according  to  their  several 
•desires. 


Prodigy. — New  Jersey  has  produced  a  boy  who,  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years,  weighs  300  pounds. 
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MT*K"iT*y  Dental  College.— The  commencement  exercises  of  this 
college  were  held  in  Polytechnic  Hall,  St  Louis,  on  Monday,  March  8th. 
Thirteen  students  received  the  degree  of  D.  D.  8. 


A  German  lady  has  received  her  diploma  as  doctor  of  dental  surgery 
at  Philadelphia. 

Purulent  Ophtalmia  op  Infants. — We  take  pleasure  in  placing 
before  our  readers  the  treatment  employed  by  Dr.  Leadam.  It  is  very 
simple,  and,  at  the  same  time,  efficacious.  Sponge  the  eyes  frequently 
with  very  warm  water;  keep  the  infant  as  much  as  possible  in  the  dark, 
especially  avoiding  the  light  from  the  fire  and  the  sun;  and  administer 
Aconite,  30th  dil.,  two  globules  every  three  hours ;  when  the  state  known 
as  granular  lids  has  supervened,  Zineum  Metal.,  5th  dil.,  should  be  given. 
— [Ham.  Bedew. 

In  reply  to  Dr.  Foster,  I  would  say  that  I  have  cured  several  cases  of 
chronic  enlargement  of  the  tonsils  by  the  use  of  Merc.  Bijod;  but,  when- 
ever the  glands  have  become  hardened,  as  well  as  enlarged,  I  have  found 
it  necessary  to  resort  to  the  knife  as  the  only  means  of  relief. 


Allopathic. — A  n^w  medical  college  has  been  organized  at  Detroit, 
Michigan.    It  is  to  be  called  the  Detroit  Medical  College. 


Missouri  Medical  College  (Allopathic.) — The  commencement  exer- 
cises of  this  school  were  held  in  Polytechnic  Hall,  St.  Louis,  on  March 
2d.     The  degree  ef  M.  D.  was  conferred  upon  thirty  students. 


Epilepsy. — Dr.  Heifcnan  Beigel  recommends  the  subcutaneous  injection 
of  morphia  immediately  before  an  apprehended  attack,  as  a  means  of 
warding  off,  or  of  modifying  its  violence. — [Lancet. 


Boston  is  laboring  under  an  infliction  of  574  doctors,  about  sixty  of 
whom  are  Homoeopaths. 

Scarlet  Fever, — Both  in  the  simple  and  malignant  form,  is  quite 
prevalent  in  the  New  England  States.  It  is  not  confined  to  children 
alone. 


Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  Missouri. — The  commencement 
exercises  of  this  college  were  held  in  Polytechnic  Hall,  St.  Louis,  on  the 
25th  of  February.  The  past  session  has  been  a  successful  one.  Prizes 
were  awarded  to  the  graduating  class  as  follows: 
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Silver  medal  to  James  A.  Campbell,  St.  Louie,  for  greatest  proficiency 
in  chemistry. 

Silver  medal  to  John  Keck,  Cairo^Ill.,  for  greatest  proficiency  in  mid- 
wifery and  diseases  of  women. 

Operating  case  to  James  S.  Read,  Pittsburg,  Penn.,  for  best  anatomical 
preparation  made  in  dissecting-room. 


Digitalis  in  Delirium  Tremens.— G.  E.  Gascoigne,  Assistant  Surgeon 
Royal  Artillery,  says:  I  have  now  treated  eleven  cases  of  delirium  tremens 
with  Tine,  of  Digitalis  with  success.  The  dose  used  has  been  from  four 
to  twenty-eight  drachms,  the  patients  being  carefully  watched  that  no 
symptoms  of  medicinal  poisoning  are  excited.  Neither  wine  nor  spirits 
of  any  kind  were  given  during  the  treatment,  but  the  patients  were 
allowed  as  much  beef-tea  or  meat  as  they  desired.  The  advantages 
claimed  for  this  remedy  are :  a  tonic  action  on  the  heart,  a  sedative  upon 
the  nervous  system,  a  rapid  induction  of  sleep  and  cessation  of  delirium, 
and,  last,  a  shortening  of  the  disease,  which  readily  yields  in  from  one  to 
three  days  at  most. — [British  Med.  Journal. 


Coraline. — It  being  'known  that  socks  and  other  underclothing  dyed 
by  coraline,  exercise  a  very  deleterious  influence  upon  the  skins  of  the 
wearers,  producing  irritation  and  an  eruption,  leading,  if  persisted  in, 
to  actual  sores,  we  take  pleasure  in  calling  the  attention  of  our  readers  to 
the  following  article : 

A  French  chemist  lately  took  a  pair  of  socks  imported  from  England, 
dyed  a  brilliant  red  (coraline,)  extracted  the  coloring  matter,  and  inserted 
it  under  the  skin  of  a  dog,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  animal 
die  in  twelve  hours.  He  then  took  the  coloring  matter  out  of  the  dog's 
body,  and  with  it  dyed  a  skein  of  silk. 


Longevity  in  the  Horse. — The  favorite  horse  of  Dr.  Channing  re- 
cently died  at  Portsmouth,  at  the  advanced  age  of  forty-nine  years. 


Origin  op  Homoeopathy. — Synd  Ahmad  Bahadow,  in  his  lectures  at 
Benares,  states  that,  in  the  Hindoo  Shastras,  the  principle  of  Homoeop- 
athy, as  now  laid  down,  is  extant,  and  has  been  so  from  time  immem- 
orable;  that  ameng  the  Arabs,  the  principle  is  also  admitted;  and  that 
Hahnemann  only  brought  the  system  to  maturity  by  a  uniform  observance 
of  the  rules. — [British  Medical  Journal. 


Dr.  Retth.— The  action  of  the  doctors  at  the  Aberdeen  Infirmary  con- 
tinues to  be  the  constant  theme  of  discussion  among  physicians  and 
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journalists,  and  no  doubt  will  be  the  means  of  greatly  advancing  our 
interests. 


Dbath  from  Chloboform. — "The  Med.  Press  and  Circular  of  Novem- 
ber, 186$,"  contains  an  account  of  the  death  of  four  persons  from  the 
effects  of  chloroform,  given  for  different  operations.  These  cases  serve  to 
illustrate  the  dangers  which  exist  in  its  administration,  even  in  the  hands 
of  skillful  persons. 

Maternal.— Dr.  King,  of  Rockford, .  Essex,  recently  attended  the 
confinement  of  a  girl  under  eleven  years  of  age.  Mother  and  child  both 
well  at  last  accounts.  This  is  probably  the  youngest  example  on  record; 
and  one,  we  trust,  few  will  strive  to  emulate. 


A  labos  white  Bactrian  camel,  in  Cincinnati,  has  given  birth  to  a 
beautiful  camel.  The  young  one  is  about  the  size  of  a  yearling  cal£ 
and  is  the  first  of  its  kind  born  on  this  continent. 


Colica  Pictonum. — Dr.  Gallinger  reports  two  cases  of  this  disease 
cured  by  the  use  of  Sulphuric  Add.  The  particular  symptoms  indicative 
of  the  remedy  were :  sensitiveness,  of  the  region  of  the  stomach  to  the 
touch,  contractive  and  pinching  pains  in  the  abdomen  towards  the 
lumbar  region,  pressing  upon  rectum,  with  nausea  and  yawning. 


Homoeopathy  in  Paris. — We  have  much  pleasure  in  informing  our 

readers  that  the  Minister  of  Public  Instruction  in  the  Imperial  Cabinet, 

has  directed  a  course  of  lectures  on  Homoeopathic  medicine  to  be  given 

at  the  Sorbonne.    The  lectures  to  be  delivered  weekly.     M.  Leon  Simon 

has  been  appointed  to  the  lectureship.     This  step  gives  our  method  of 

practice  a  footing  in  one  of  the  most  celebrated  continental  medical 
schools. 


Longevity. — There  is  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  a  woman  who  has  reached 
the  114th  year  of  her  life.  Her  name  is  Dinah  Vies.  She  has  400 
descendants,  and  her  daughter,  aged  eighty,  lives  with  her. 


Removal.— The  New  York  City  Hospital  is  to  be  removed  from  its 
present  situation  on  Broadway  to  a  site  in  Bloomingdale.  This  is  one  of 
the  oldest,  if  not  the  oldest  hospital  in  the  country.  It  was  first  opened  for 
the  reception  of  patients  January,  1701. 


Mrs.  Winslow  and  her  Syruf. — Mrs.  Stanton  says  such  an  individual 
she  does  not  believe  to  exist,  and  that  the  celebrated  syrup  is  com- 
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p+uaded  by  some  ignorant  mm  in  whisker*,  broad  cloth  and  boots,  who 
live*  and  rattens  on  his  ill-gotten  gains,  while  babiee  are  sent  by  hundreds 
to  untimely  graves,  or  made  idiots  or  lunatics  for  life. 


D&  Gebhakd,  of  Philadelphia,  celebrated  for  his  "stethescopie  acu- 
men" after  a  visit  to  Europe,  has  unfortunately  fallen  and  broken  his  leg. 


Br.  V.  W.  Lunderlin  has  removed  from  Fort  Scott,  Kansas,  and  formed 
a  co-partnership  with  Dr.  Rawdon  Arnold,  in  Mexico,  Mo. 


PERSONAL. 


Dr.  M.  Mayer,  of  Leavenworth,  has  associated  with  him  in  practice 
Dr.  Edic,  formerly  of  Utica,  New  York.  Dr.  E.  was  formerly  connected 
with  our  old  friend  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Watson,  and  is  very  highly  spoken  of. 


MARRIED. 


Smith— Grbenb.— In  Melrose,  September  3d,  1868,  by  the  Rev.  T.  B. 
Thayer,  D.  D.,  J.  Heber  Smith,  M.  D.,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Greene.  Dr.  Smith 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania. 

BmunBTT— Watts.— On  December  10th,  1868,  B.  J.  Burnett,  M.  D.,  of 
Mount  Vernon,  New  York,  to  Miss  Louisa  G.  Watts,  of  same  place.  We 
wish  the  bride  and  bridegroom  happiness  and  prosperity. 


OBITUARY. 


REV.  L.  E.  NOLLAU. 


In  St  Louis,  on  the  19th  February,  1869,  departed  this  life,  after  a  severe 
and  lingering  illness,  the  Rev.  L.  E.  Nollau,  who  has  done  more  for  the 
extension  of  Homoeopathy  in  the  State  ef  Missouri  and  the  surrounding 
country  than  any  other  one  man.  The  Good  Samaritan  Hospital,  which 
is  now  known  far  and  wide,  was  the  untiring  work  of  this  good  man1* 
life;  while  an  Orphan  Asylum,  where  upwards  of  one  hundred  children  are 
supported,  protected  and  instructed,  is  also  the  result  of  his  long- con* 
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tinted  and  arduous  labors.  Mr.  Nollau,  or,  as  the  inmates  of  bis  charities 
-delighted  to  call  him,  M Father"  Nollau,  was  bom  in  Reichenback, 
Prussia,  on  the  first  day.  of  July,  1810.  He  received  his  education  In 
Barmen,  at  the  Mission  Institute,  where  he  graduated  with  distinction. 
fie  came  to  America  in  the  year  1833.  He  visited  his  native  land  in 
1841,  where  he  married,  and  returned  to  this  country  in  1842.  In  a  short 
time  he  suffered  a  severe  affliction  in  the  loss  of  his  wife.  In  1846  he 
again  visited  Germany,  and  was  again  married.  Being  anxious  to  devote 
himself  to  the  good  of  his  fellow-men,  he  then  undertook  the  arduous  and 
self-sacrificing  life  of  a  missionary  to  southern  Africa.  In  1852  he  made 
St  Louis  his  home,  and  in  1856  founded  the  Good  Samaritan  Hospital, 
and  the  Orphan  House  a  short  time  after. 

The  kindness  and  benevolence  of  Mr.  Nollau  were  only  equalled  by  his 
Christianity  and  his  untiring  energy  in  the  consummation  of  those  char- 
itable enterprises  which  he  had  undertaken,  and  which  he  lived  to  see 
dispensing  benefits  to  the  diseased,  the  poor,  and  the  forsaken.  During 
his  illness,  through  all  the  tortures  of  a  ravaging  cancer,  his  solicitude 
for  the  Hospital  and  the  Orphan  House  were  plainly  manifest,  while  the 
patience  and  resignation  with  which  he  bore  his  most  acute  sufferings 
were  a  lesson  and  example  to  all  who  surrounded  him. 

He  was  most  modest  in  his  aspirations  and  expressions,  but  firm  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  duty.  He  was  eminently  a  Christian  in  the  daily  walks 
of  life,  and  has  gone  to  a  just  reward. 


OPENINGS  FOR  PHYSICIANS  IN  THE  STATE  OP  MISSOURI. 


Pulton,  Callaway,  (railroad  building,)  county  town,  2000,  (State  Insane 
Asylum.) 

Warrenton,  Warren,  North  Missouri  railroad,  county  town,  1800, 
(many  Germans ;  several  tobacco  factories.) 

St.  Charles,  St.  Charles,  North  Missouri  railroad,  Missouri  river,  (two 
railroads  building,)  population  3500,  (people  well  off;  large  manufac- 
turing town ;  great  many  Germans.) 

Liberty,  Clay,  North  Missouri  railroad,  Kansas  City  &  Cameron  rail- 
road, county  town,  population  2000.) 

Lee's  Summit,  Jackson,  Pacific  railroad,  county  town,  2000  inhabitants, 
(rapidly  growing.) 

Knob  Noster,  Johnson,  Pacific  railroad,  population  2500,  (rapidly 
growing.) 

Granby,  Newton,  population    2000,    (large   mining   town,  rapidly 
growing.) 
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Holla,  Pholps,  South  Pacific  railroad,  county  town,  population  1800. 

Syracuse,  Morgan,  Pacific  railroad,  population  1800. 

Warsaw,  Benton,  Osage  river,  county  town,  population  1500. 

Tipton,  Moniteau,  Pacific  railroad,  Tipton  &  Boonville  railroad,  pop- 
ulation 1600,  (rapidly  growing.) 

Marshall,  Saline,  (railroad  building,)  county  town,  population  1800, 
<peopIe  enterprising  and  wealthy.) 

Miami,  Saline,  Missouri  river,  population  2000,  (two  steamboat  linos; 
large  number  of  Hommopathiatg.) 

Jefferson  City,  Cole,  Pacific  railroad,  Missouri  river,  State  Capital, 
population  2000. 

Herman,  Gasconade,  PaciSc  railroad,  Missouri  rriver,  county  town, 
population  2000,  (great  wine-making  town ;  great  many  Germans.) 

De  Soto.  Jefferson,  Iron  Mountain  railroad,  population  1800,  (growing 
rapidly.) 
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T.  S.  V.,  D.  C— The  numbers  of  the  "  Observer"  have  been  mailed  to 
you.    Let  the  article  for  " bye-and-bye "  be  "as  soon  as  possible." 

J.T.  T.,Masa. — We  shall  be  glad  to  forward  our  paper  to  the  institutions 
mentioned.  Will  you  aend  a  copy  of  the  Gazette  to  the  "Mercantile 
Library  Association  "  and  to  the  "  Polytechnic  Institute,"  of  this  city  f 

A.  P.  B.,  Penn.— Tlie  editor  was  absent  when  your  letter  arrived,  and 
the  document  was  mislaid.  An  extirpation  of  the  bone  may  perhaps  be 
the  only  cure.  Will  you  write  again  as  complete  a  history  of  the  case  as 
possible  ? 

Dr.  B.,  Maryland, — The  work  to  which  you  allude  is  probably  Dr. 
Hughes'  Manual  of  Pharmacodynamics. 

Dn.  T ,  Mass.— We  shall  I*  glad  to  receive  the  cut.  Please  send  it  at 
your  convenience. 

J.  P.  W.— The  paper  caroe  duly  to  band,  and  we  are  glad  to  ««  the 
notice  of  the  hospital.  Since  the  notice  appeared  in  the  "  Observer,"  the 
Board  of  Health  have  designated  the  days  of  admission  for  the  student* 
and  professors  of  the  Homoeopathic  College. 

B.  J.  B„  N.  Y.— Your  letter,  with  the  "curious"  slip,  came  to  hand. 
Permit  the  "Observer  to  congratulate  you,  and  to  request  a  contribution. 

J.  M.  M.,  Liverpool. —Your  communication  will  appear  in  the  next 
number.    Will  you  not  favor  us  with  another  at  your  leisure  * 
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Db.  B.  Hibsghkl,  Dresden.— The  N«*$  Zdbchrift  Emmp. 
not  come  to  hand.    Please  to  eee  that  it  it  forwarded  regularly. 

Db.  J.  Schweikebt.— Much  obliged  for  the  pamphlet  yon  tent 
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MEDICINE. 
THE  TRIALS  AND  VEXATIONS  OF  ONE  DAY'S  PRACTICE. 


BY  0.   A.   JAEGER,    ELGIN,    ILL. 

It  tatty  appear  pretentious  for  country  physicians  to  thrust 
themselves  forward,  and  address  communications  to  the  editor  of 
a  medical  journal,  from  the  fact  that  we  have  no  opportunity  to 
puff  our  college,  our  journal,  our  hospital,  or  our  most  prominent 
physician ;  but,  as  I  am  determined  to  write  an  article  for  you, 
even  at  the  risk  of  being  tedious,  or  of  having  my  communica- 
tion, nolens  volens,  transferred  to  the  waste  basket,  which,  do 
doubt,  you  have  close  to  your  easy  chair;  and,  having  nothing 
special  to  puff,*  I  have  concluded  to  lay  before  your  readers 
"  the  trials  and  vexations  of  one  day's  practice  " — 14th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary,  1869. 

•  I  may,  however,  say  that  in  our  beautiful  valley  city,  the  best  teatchet 
ever  made  are  manufactured  at  the  rate  of  100  per  day.  The  great 
National  Watch  Company  is  located  in  this  place;  and,  among  the  oper- 
atives, I  Bud  some  very  enthusiastic  admirers  of  our  system  of  practice, 
and,  also,  some  of  the  most  unreasonable  and  stubborn  individuals  when 
the  subject  of  Homoeopathy  is  suggested  to  them. 
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Case  I.  Sunday,  at  12}  a.  m.,  called  in  great  haste  to  see 
Mrs.  H.,  in  her  confinement;  was  informed  "the  water  had 
broken;"  hastened  as  speedily  as  possible,  and,  on  my  arrival 
at  the  house,  found  patient  sitting  in  bed ;  child  born ;  mother 
with  a  civilly  ahd  txtremely  norvous.  Gave  the  mother  a  doty 
of  Puis.  2,  and  severed  the  cord.  Everything  right  with  "the 
little  blossom."  In  about  half  an  hour  more,  I  was  able  to 
remove  the  plafeenta;  patient  comfortable,  warm,  and  doing 
very  nicely.  The  eldest  child  of  the  family,  a  bright  girl  of 
eleven  years,  is  highly  delighted  with  her  "Valentine." 

Case  II.  Female  infant,  three  and  a  half  months,  pneumonia; 
been  attending  for  two  days;  fever  much  lessened,  but  cough  vio- 
lent at  time*,  and  much  mucous  rattling.    Tart.  jE7met,2d,  hourly. 

Case  III  Lady,  twenty  seven  years,  pneumonia  of  left  lung  ; 
patient  had,  forty-eight  hours  ago,  when  first  called,  a  violent 
chill,  followed  by  convulsions;  lower  extremities  rigid  and  cold; 
arms  and  hands  convulsed,  and  also  cold;  laborious  respiration, 
with  considerable  mucous  rattle ;  voice  aphonic ;  great  distress 
in  lower  lobe  of  left  lung  and  epigastrium ;  lies  on  her  back ; 
cannot  turn  on  either  side;  face  much  flushed;  eyes  injected, 
and  very  sensitive  to  light ;  pulse  small,  and  hardly  perceptible 
at  times.  Grelsem.,  1st,  every  ten  minutes;  hot  salt  and  water 
applied  to  extremities,  and  diluted  alcohol  to  chest.  After  four 
doses  of  Gelsem.,  lower  extremities  became  flexible,  and  the 
hands  less  cramped  In  another  twenty  minutes,  the  hands 
could  be  "losed,  excepting  the  thumbs,  which  remained  cramped 
for  quite  a  time ;  patient  had  less  distress ;  coughs  with  slight 
pain ;  respiration  less  laborious,  but  still  much  augmented ; 
pulse  increased  in  volume,  and'  the  lower  extremities  became 
uncomfortably  hot.  The  patient  was  evidently  in  high  fever, 
which  continued  eight  hours,  with  but  little  amelioration. 
Gelsem.  was  discontinued,  and  Aeon.,  2d,  given  hourly.  To-day 
(Sunday)  fever  greatly  diminished ;  respiration  much  freer,  and 
less  painful ;  cough  short  and  dry,  with  pain  in  left  side ;  a  little 
expectoration;  pulse  100,  and  soft;  patient  cheerful,  and  says 
her  faith  is  now  strongly  grounded  in  Homoeopathy.  This  is 
the  first  Homoeopathic  treatment  she  ever  had.  Bry.}  3d,  every 
two  and  three  hours,  was  given  to-day. 
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Case  IV.  Lady,  thirty-five  years,  with  scrofalous  abscess  a 
little  below  clavicle ;  been  under  my  treatment  ten  days,  but  had 
taken  Kali  jod.,  Ferr.jod.,  Mercury  pills,  etc.,  for  some  time,  and 
had  applied  strong  Tincture  of  Iodine  to  the  swelling.  Tester, 
day  the  abscess  opened,  unfortunately  at  the  upper  edge,  and 
discharged  healthy  pus.  To-day  there  is  but  slight  discharge 
oi  a  watery  character.  Cole.  Carb.,  3d,  every  four  hours,  wa8 
given,  and  Lycoper.  Cerate  applied  externally. 

Case  V.  Delicate  lady,  forty-five  years  of  age,  with  a  com- 
plete codex  of  symptoms,  embracing  every  function  and  organ 
of  the  body ;  under  my  treatment  for  the  past  three  years.  1 
have  found  that  Sack.  Lad.  is  about  as  effectual  in  her  case  as 
any  other  remedy,'  and  for  weeks  she  is  doing  finely  under  it, 
until  some  real  acute  difficulty  appears,  as,  for  instance,  neu- 
ralgia, "  sick  headache,"  bronchial  cough,  etc. ;  then  the  proper 
remedies  give  prompt  relief. 

Case  VI.  Lady  of  extremely  nervous  temperament ;  has 
within  two  weeks  made  up  her  mind  she  would  take  no  more 
strong  medicines;  she  had  been  under  treatment — "to  have  her 
throat  burned  out" — for  some  months,  and  was  apparently 
getting  better ;  but  lately  her  "  throat  filled  up  again,"  aud  some 
slight  cough  gave  her  much  trouble.  This  woman  has  nasal 
catarrh,  from  which  came  all  the  "ulcers  in  her  throat" — which 
I,  however,  could  not  discover.  Yet  the  throat  must  be  cleaned 
— "  burned  out " — and  so  I  prepare  a  weak  solution  of  Sang.,  and 
please  my  patient;  for  she  says,  "Doctor,  your  application  is 
not  painful  at  all,  and  my  throat  feels  better  after  it,"  etc. 
Yesterday  her  head  felt  badly ;  her  tongue  was  coated  ;  and  she 
said,  "I  am  bilious,  and  I  must  have  something  for  it."  lex- 
plained  to  her  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  "  active 
medicine ; "  that  a  few  days'  treatment  with  appropriate  reme- 
dies would  cause  her  to  feel  better;  but  she,  being  a  very  wise 
woman,  and,  besides,  having  had  "  experience  in  such  matters," 
told  me  frankly  that  she  "  kuew  better,"  and,  said  she,  "  If  you 
don't  give  me  something  to  rid  me  of  this  biliousness,  my  hus- 
band will  procure  me  some  pills,  which  will  do  it." 

Now,  Sir  Editor,  what's  to  be  done  with  such  a  patient,  and 
hundreds  of  the  same  sort?    If  ebe  had  been  a  man,  I  would 
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have  told  her  to  go  to ;  but  to  a  lady  I  could  not.  -(By  the  way, 

this  patient  is,  indeed,  very  lady-like,  if  style  of  dress  and  other 
gew-gaws  are  indications  of  ladyship.)  Thinking  to  satisfy  her 
with  a  few  bitter  doses,  I  sent  her  Podoph.,  1st.  On  my  visit 
this  afternoon,  she  informed  me  that  she  had  dysentery,  and 
had  taken  "hot  pepper  tea,"  then  "hot  brandy,"  and  finally 
"  hot  ginger  tea,"  but  she  was  not  any  better.  On  inquiry,  I 
found  that  she  had  a  slight  looseness  of  the  bowels,  without 
pain,  or  other  discomforting  symptoms.  That  I  was  slightly 
vexed,  and  felt  very  much  like  taking  my  immediate  departure 
without  saying  another  word,  I  need  not  tell  you ;  but  she  had 
faith  in  my  treatment,  and  I  re  illy  did  not  wish  to  offend  her. 
A  few  doses  of  S.  £.,  and  then,  "Good  day,  Madame."  My 
patient  is  doing  very  nicely  on  Calc.  Garb.,  3d,  the  discharge 
from  the  head  is  much  less,  and  there  are  no  signs  of  ulcers  (?) 
in  her  throat,  and  but  very  slight  cough. 

No.  YII.  Mr.  J.  Ma,  Scotchman,  Diabetes  Mellitus  of  one 
year  standing;  had  employed  several  Allopaths,  Eclectics, 
Electrics,  and  Hydropaths,  besides  taking  large  quantities  of 
nostrums.  Some  six  months  ago  he  talked  of  sending  for  me, 
but  his  prejudice  against  Homoeopathy  would  not  allow  it.  He 
feared  that  we  Homoeopathists  would  starve  him.  Today,  how- 
ever, I  was  called ;  but,  as  the  sequel  showed,  Mr.  Ma,  did  not 
long  adhere  to  Homoeopathy  ;  for,  after  I  had  made  three  visits, 
he  sent  me  word  that  my  services  were  not  longer  required. 
The  patient  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  subjects  affected  with 
diabetes.  There  are  no  symptoms  lacking  to  complete  the 
finest  pathological  picture  of  the  sugar  disease,  and  I  need  not 
dwell  upon  the  description  of  his  case.  But,  would  you  believe 
it,  this  patient  discontinued  my  services,  because  he  was  getting 
better  in  the  short  space  of  a  week'6  treatment — although  I  dis- 
claim any  medicinal  effect  whatever?  His  cough  and  expecto- 
ration were  greatly  lessened ;  he  had  less  hunger,  and,  to  his 
surprise,  passed  less  urine  from  the  second  day  of  the  treat- 
ment. I  prescribed  Apis.,  2d,  in  solution.  But  the  patient  con- 
sidered himself  weaker  in  physical  strength,  and  on  that  ground 
discontinued  my  services.  The  fact  in  the  case  was,  that  he 
had  some  "tonic"  to  take,  which  no  doubt  kept  up  an  artificial 
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strength  ;  but,  as  soon  as  it  was  discontinued,  be  felt  the  want 
of  it,  and,  consequently,  lese  vital  power,  ete.  I,  of  course, 
attributed  hie  apparent  improvement  to  the  discontinuance  of 
his  "tonic,"  he  feeling  better  because,  the  system  being  allowed 
to  rest,  and  the  irritation  of  the  bronchi,  which  was  constantly 
increased  by  the  villainous  tonic,  was  at  once  lessened,  and  my 
patient  bad  less  cough  and  expectoration .  The  question  arises 
again,  What  can  be  dono  with  such  patients?  I  should  add 
here  that  my  dietetic  rules  were  not  objected  to  in  the  least,  in 
the  first  instance. 

Cabe  VIII.  Mrs.  P.,  a  widow  lady,  took  too  much  "  Wizard 
Oil."  I  was  called  to  day  in  great  haste ;  found  patient  stretched 
out  stiff  upon  the  sofa;  the  extremities  perfectly  rigid,  not  able 
to  flex  the  knee-joint ;  hands  convulsed,  with  jaws  set  as  firmly 
as  possible ;  was  conscious  of  all  the  surroundings.  Her  whole 
body  was  cold;  her  pulse  scarcely  perceptible,  and  intermittent; 
the  eyes  closed  as  if  in  sound  sleep.  She  bad  suffered  from  sick 
headache,  and  had  taken  three  tea-spoon  fulls  of  "  Wizard  Oil," 
to  produce  vomiting,  but  vomit  she  did  not,  at  least  not  until  I 
bad  given  her  a  cupfull  of  salt  and  water.  But  how  give  her 
salt  and  water,  when  her  jawa  were  set?  In  this  case,  I  could 
do  it  most  charmingly.  The  patient  fortunately  had  not  applied 
yet  for  stone  teeth,  to  fill  the  spaces  where  the  natural  ones  had 
once  been,  and,  therefore,  there  was  ample  opening  to  introduce 
the  point  of  a  tea-spoon.  At  first,  I  gave  a  few  drops  of  Gdsem..; 
then  the  strong  salt  and  water.  By  the  time  I  had  administered 
six  spoonfulls  of  it,  she  began  to  manifest  a  disgust  for  the  salty 
fluid,  and  she  evidently  felt  the  effects  of  it.  I  still  continued 
to  give  it;  but  she  made  some  resistance,  by  moving  her  head 
somewhat.  Meanwhile,  I  had  friction  made  with  hot,  wet 
blankets  to  her  extremities,  chest  and  stomach.  The  salty 
solution  being  administered  rather  actively,  the  patient  began 
to  be  aroused  considerably.  She  made  efforts  to  articulate,  but 
we  could  not  understand  her.  She,  however,  made  motions 
with  her  right  hand,  which  she  now  could  raise,  and,  pointing 
to  her  stomach,  gave  one  to  comprehend  that  she  was  nause- 
ated. Considering  her  improving,  I  still  continued  the  salt  and 
water,  and  soon  saw  the  good  effects  of  it.    A  few  more  violent 
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efforts,  and  *he<  vomited  her  breakfast  and  the  "Wizard  Oil"  in 
a  liberal  quantity.  The  /whole  house  was  polluted  with  the  vile 
tsmell  of  the  oil  that  she  vomited.  The  retching  was  moat 
violent;  the  <  patient  appeared  in  the  greatest  agony.  She  still 
was  unable  to  speak,  but  her  gestures  indicated  great  distress 
at  the  stomach  and  cramps  in  the  legs.  After  having  taken 
some  warm  wafer,  she  vomited  onoe  more,  and  the  ejected 
matter  also  contained  "Wizard  Oil."  The  patient  was  com- 
pletely exhausted  ;  the  whole  body  was  of  a  very  high  temper- 
ature; her  face  greatly  flushed;  the  pulse  frequent;  respira- 
tion hurried ;  extremities  flexible ;  and  she  spoke  a  few  words 
in  a  low  voice.  I  then  gave  her  Gdsem.,  1st,  every  hour,  and 
advised  frequent  sponging  with  tepid  water,  giving  her  a  few 
spoonfulls  of  oatmeal  gruel.  She  soon  had  a  little  sleep,  and 
awoke  quite  refreshed,  but  complained  of  very  severe  pain  in 
the  frontal  region,  with  great  soreness  in  epigastrium.  In  an 
hour  or  two,  the  heat  was  much  lessened,  and  she  took  a  little 
more  gruel.  Nux  Vom.  was  now  given  instead  of  Gelsem.,  and, 
at  7  p.  m.,  1  left  the  patient  very  comfortable. 

Cases  IX.  and  X.  Lola  and  May,  fifteen  and  twelve  respec- 
tively, daughters  of  Banker  D — n ;  Angina  Faucium.  I  had  sent 
some  medicine  last  night  to  these  girls,  and  called  this  evening. 
I  found  high  fever;  throats  much  inflamed,  with  small  patches 
of  light  yellow  exudation  upon  left  tonsils;  severe  headache  in 
Lola's  case,  with  great  prostration.  The  voice  was  husky  in 
both,  with  croupy  cough  and  slight  difficulty  in  swallowing. 
Lola  received  Merc.jod.,  1st,  hourly,  and  Aco.  during  fever  par- 
oxysm. May  took  Apis.  Md.}  3d,  every  two  hours.  Locally* 
salt  and  water  compresses.  Both  patients  did  nicely,  May 
recovering  first,  on  Apis,  alone.  Lola's  fever  continued  for  forty- 
eight  hours,  with  but  brief  intervals.  Calc.  Carb.  had  to  be 
given  for  several  days,  for  great  prostration,  depending  upon 
some  kidney  disturbance.  I  may  add  here,  that  I  have  been 
now  the  physician  in  this  family  since  May,  1854,  and  have 
found  that  the  mother  never  yet  has  given  a  dose  of  a  nostrum, 
or  any  other  than  Homeopathic  medicine,  to  the  family.  There 
is  no  quack  medicine  kept  in  this  house.  What  a  contrast 
between  this  family  and  those  where  "hot  pepper  tea,"  "tonics/ 
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"  Wizard  Oil,"  bitters,  balsams,  and  other  infernal  stuff,  are 
constantly  used? 

Cask  XI.  Mrs.  St.,  about  thirty-two  years  of  age,  pelvic 
abscess  j  since  the  7th  of  October,  1868,  has  been  under  my  care ; 
opened  abscess  October  15th.  This  is  a  most  interesting  case, 
and,  as  I  have  copious  notes  of  the  same,  may  some  time  wri. e 
it  out  for  you.  Two  physicians — an  Eclectic  and  an  Allopath. ; 
the  latter  a  gentleman  of  great  reputation,  and,  indeed,  a  man 
of  high  medical  attainment,  a  graduate  of  Edinburgh,  etc. — 
gave  it  as  their  opinion  that,  unless  the  patient  could  bear  cod- 
liver  oil,  Nicholson's  preparations  of  iron  and  bark,  whisky,  and 
quinine,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.,  she  could  not  live ;  because  the  copious 
■discharge  of  pus  from  the  abscess  would,  in  a  very  short  time, 
drain  the  Bystem  of  its  vital  fluid.  However,  the  patient  is 
.doing  well;  and,  returning  from  a  visit  last  night,  rode  Beven 
miles  in  a  carriage,  and  is  quite  comfortable  alter  the  exertion. 
The  principal  remedies  have  been  Vale.  Carb.,  Acid.  Nitr.,  Merc 
jod.,  Hepar.  Sul.,  and,  occasionally,  a  few  tea-spoonful  Is  of 
Boardman's  Bitter  Wine  of  Iron.  She  is  now  taking  Sang  for  a 
cold  and  cough.  The  abscess  still  discharging  a  thin  and  light 
yellow  fluid. 

And  so  endeth  my  day's  work  on  February  14tb.  St.  Valen- 
tine introduced  me  to-day  to  serious,  as  well  as  comical  scenes; 
for  I  have  to  acknowledge  that,  when  ray  "  Wizard  Oil"  patient 
was  out  of  danger,  we  had  a  hearty  laugh;  and  I  assure  you 
that  some  very  comical  expressions  and  ludicrous  sentiments 
were  gotten  off  at  the  expense  of  "  W.  0." 

A  few  crumbs  of  comfort  were  also  gathered  from  the  satin- 
factory  knowledge  that  some  patients  will,  and  do  appreciate 
our  services.  But,  nevertheless,  the  trials  and  perplexities  are 
many,  and  leave  their  traces  each  day  upon  the  practice,  making 
the  dark  spots  of  a  physician's  life. 


Th*  Western  Institute  of  Homoeopathy  meets  at  Ann  Arbor, 
Mich.,  on  Hay  the  20th  and  21st. 
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L.  H.  Willard,  M.  D.,  Editor. 


8UBGI0AL  CLINICS  AT  THE  GOOD  SAMARITAN  HOSPITAL. 


BY   WM.   TOD   HELMUTH,    M.   D. 


NO.   V. 

Gentlemen  : — In  your  practice,  you  will  frequently  be  called 
upon  to  treat  accidents  occasioned  by  fire.  These  may  be  either 
bo  trivial  as  to  demand  but  little  attention,  or  so  severe  that 
they  will  require  all  your  energies  to  procure  relief.  During 
these  days  of  steam,  coal-oil,  and  beer-making,  the  accident  is 
very  frequent,  occurring  mostly  among  the  laboring  classes. 
Thus,  we  find  brewers,  engineers,  soap-boilers,  manufacturers 
and  refiners  of  sugar,  are  most  subject  to  scalds,  which  imply  the 
application  of  heat,  together  with  a  certain  degree  of  moisture ; 
while  iron-workers,  machine-makers,  foundrymen,  in  fact,  all 
those  who  work  among  metals,  are  most  subject  to  burns. 
Occasionally,  we  find  very  severe  burns  from  clothing  taking 
fire  from  accidental  causes.  Since  my  last  lecture,  I  have 
treated  a  case  of  most  severe  burn,  produced  by  the  clothes 
accidentally  taking  fire.  The  patient,  a  young  girl,  was  bo 
much  injured,  that  she  died  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day. 
The  patient  before  you  has  suffered  severely.  He  is  now  better 
from  the  care  of  my  colleague,  Dr.  Hartmann ;  but  you  see  the 
injury  has  been  and  is  still  severe.  The  accident  happened  in 
this  wise : .  He  was  endeavoring  to  extinguish  a  large  coal-oil 
lamp ;  but,  not  being  able  to  turn  down  the  wick  sufficiencly,  he 
carelessly  blew  the  flame  downward  toward  the  oil,  which 
exploded,  burning  him  almost  entirely  around  the  neck,  on  both 
ears,  on  his  chest,  and  his  right  arm.  Before  entering  more 
.minutely  into  his  case,  let  me  say  to  you,  that  certain  sub- 
stances, having  a  greater  capacity  for  caloric    than  others, 
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necessarily  produce,  under  similar  circumstances,  more  severe 
bums.  Thus,  molten  metal  creates  a  more  severe  burn  than 
boiling  oil,  and  boiling  oil  than  boiling  water.  Heated  copper 
is  said  to  be  much  more  severe  in  its  effects  than  iron,  at  the 
same  temperature. 

There  are  a  great  many  subdivisions  of  burns.  Thus,  some 
authors  make  but  three : 

1.  Redness. 

2.  Vesication. 

3.  Mortification. 

Others,  of  equal  celebrity,  divide  the  accident  into  four  vari- 
eties, according  to  the  intensity  of  the  applied  heat. 

Mr.  Thompson,  in  his  "  lectures  upon  inflammation  "  divides 
burns — 

First.  Into  such  as  produce  inflammation  of  the  cutaneous 
texture,  but  an  inflammation  which,  if  properly  treated,  almost 
always  manifests  a  tendency  to  resolution. 

Second.  Burns  which  injure  the  vital  powers  of  the  cutis, 
occasion  the  separation  of  the  cnticle,  and  produce  suppuration 
on  the  surface  of  the  cutaneous  texture. 

Third.  Burns  in  which  the  vitality  and  organization  of  a 
greater  or  less  portion  of  the  cutis,  is  either  immediately  or 
subsequently  destroyed,  and  a  soft  slough  or  hard  eschar  is 
produced. 

Dr.  Gibson,  who  held  the  chair  of  surgery  in  the  old  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  and  whose  work  on  surgery  passed 
through  six  editions,  treats  of  burns  under  three  heads — the 
superficial ;  the  ulcerated,  and  the  carbunculoue.  While  Du- 
puytren  classifies  them  under  six  degrees.  In  the  British 
Journal  of  Homoeopathy,  vol.  xi.,  p.  97,  Dr.  Henriques  has  an 
able  paper  on  the  subject,  and  adopts  the  classification  of  the 
French  surgeon.  I  have  been  somewhat  particular  in  mention- 
ing these  subdivisions,  that  you  may  form  a  conception  of  the 
importance  of  the  accident  under  consideration.  A  frightful 
and  dangerous  thing  is  a  burn  covering  a  large  extent  of  sur- 
face.  From  the  period  yon  are  first  called,  when  you  may 
have  to  cut  away  the  charred  and  blackened  clothing,  through 
Ute  stages  of  suppuration,  ulceration  and  sloughing,  to  the  time 
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of  "death,  or  recovery,  you  require  all  your  energies  to  relieve 
.your  patient. 

There  is  a  peculiarity  belonging  to  extensive  injuries  by  fire 
which  I  wish  you  to  bear  in  mind ;  a  peculiarity  which)  though 
often  occurring,  has  never  been  satisfactorily  explained.  I 
allude  to  the  diarrhoea  which  often  sets  in  on  the  third  or  fourth 
day  after  the  accident.  In  the  case  alluded  to  in  the  beginning 
of  the  lecture,  this  symptom  was  manifested  on  the  day  before 
the  death  of  the  patient.  In  children,  perforation  of  the  duod- 
enum has  been  known  frequently  to  occur. 

There  may  be  said  to  be  four  periods  of  danger  during  the 
treatment: — 

First.  Immediately  after  the  reception  of  the  injury,  the 
patient  may  die  from  shock. 

Second.  After  the  third  or  fourth  day,  from  the  sympathetic 
fever,  or  sympathetic  affections  of  brain  or  bowels. 

Third.  During  the  period  of  suppuration,  from  profuse  dis- 
charge. 

Fourth.  That  from  prolonged  irritation,  the  patient  may  die 
of  hectic,  or  even  pulmonary  consumption. 

The  degree  of  danger  is  measured — first,  by  extent  of  surface; 
second,  by  the  depth  of  the  burn. 

Now,  how  shall  we  proceed  when  called  to  treat  a  severe 
burn?  What  will  be  the  best  treatment  for  Homoeopathic 
surgeons  to  adopt?  It  must  vary,  as  in  other  affections, 
according  to  the  period  of  time  you  are  oalled.  If  shortly  after 
the  accident,  you  must  apply  those  remedial  agents  which  you 
know  are  most  Homoeopathic.  My  plan — and  I  think  you  will 
find  it  as  beneficial  as  any  other — is  as  follows:  For  the  first 
six  hours  after  the  application  of  the  heated  substance  to  the 
akin,  you  must  apply  to  the  parts  a  solution  of  Cantharides 
urtica  urens,  or  Spte.  of  Turpentine — a  drachm  of  either  of  the 
above — although  1  have  generally  applied  the  latter — to  about 
four  ounces  of  warm  water.  Prepare  a  large  quantity  of  the 
solution,  and,  having  moistened  cloths,  apply  them  to  the  burnt 
surface.  Be  careful  not  to  remove  the  cloths  until  you  are  to 
dispense  with  this  dressing;  but  keep  them  moistened  by  allow- 
ing the  solution  to  drip  upon  them  from  a  sponge.    Do  not  ever 
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Apply  cold  water  to  a  bum,  or  hot  water  to  frosted  feet.  During 
this  stage,  you  may  mix  eight  to  ten  drops  of  the  tincture  «f 
opium  in  J  iv.  of  water,  and  administer  it  every  fifteen  or 
twenty  minutes.  It  corresponds  with  the  stupor,  the  coma, 
etc.,  that  belongs  to  the  first  period.  After  six  or  eight  hours, 
the  above  dressing  must  be  removed,  and  such  An  one  substi- 
tuted as  will  exclude  the  air.  Very  many  Homeeopathiots 
prefer  a  thick  coating  of  soap,  or  Emplastrum  Saponis ;  others 
prefer  the  immediate  use  of  cotton- batting,  a  solution  of  gudn, 
or  mucilage,  or  glue.  A  very  excellent  preparation  is  that  of 
simple  white  paint,  made  to  the  consistence  of  cream,  and  laid 
evenly  upon  the  affected  parts,  having  previously  evacuated  the 
serum  from  the  vesicles.  Over  this  lay  gently,  light  layers  of 
cotton -batting,  and  secure  the  same  with  a  bandage.  I  intend 
to  use  this  upon  this  patient,  and  have  applied  it  before  with 
great  success.  Then  comes  the  stage  of  excitement,  flushed 
face,  glistening  eyes,  fever,  delirium,  and  restlessness — which 
last  symptom  is  especially  troublesome,  if  the  burn  be  upon  the 
back.  The  medicines  for  this  stage  are:  Bella,  Aconite,  Oelsem.' 
Coffea  and  Cham. 

In  a  few  days,  suppuration  will  begin.  At  this  period,  the 
medicine  is  Calendula.  Give  it  internally  and  externally,  and 
the  results  will  surprise  you.  If  diarrhoea  should  supervene, 
Arsenicum,  Phosphorus,  or  Carbo.  Veg*,  will  probably  be  called 
for;  or,  perhaps,  if  the  suppuration  be  more  profuse  than  was 
anticipated,  Hepar.  Sulph.,  Calc.  Garb.,  Cauat.,  China,  or  Rhus. 
Tox.,  may  be  indicated. 

As  the  healing  process  proceeds,  the  great  points  to  be 
remembered  are  the  tendency  to  contraction  and  adhesions. 
The  latter  you  must  obviate  by  interposing  some  dressings 
between  the  parte,  and  the  former  by  motion,  splints,  or  even, 
if  necesaary,  by  incisions. 

DISEASE   OF   THE    NECK   OF    BLADDER. 

Here  is  a  patient  that  is  unable  to  hold  his  water.  He  has 
boen  in  the  house  some  time,  and  under  the  care  of  several  of 
oor  physicians.  He  has  taken  many  medicines,  but  without 
benefit;  and  I  propose  to-day  to  bring  him  before  you,  to 
endeavor  to  teach  you  to  pass  the  catheter,  and  the  method  of 
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Bounding.    Before,  however,  I  proceed  further,  let  me  say  a  few 
words  on  this  magical  tube — the  urethra !     It  may  be  long  or 
short,  according  to  provocation ;  it  may  be  bent,  like  the  Italic 
^,  with  its  external  meatus  looking  downward;  or,  with  a 
single  curve,  it  may  point  majestically  to  the  stars.     It  passes 
from  the  neck  of  the  bladder  to  the  end  of  the  penis,  and,  gen- 
erally, is  nine  inches  in  length,  and  is  divided  into  four  portions. 
First,  the  prostatic,  which  passes  through  the  prostate  gland, 
about  twelve  to  eighteen  lines  in  length ;  second,  the  membra- 
nous, (as  you  see  in  the  diagram,)  ten  to  twelve  lines ;  third, 
the  bulbous,  which  takes  up  about  an  inch  of  its  extent ;  and, 
fourth,  the  spongy,  about  four  to   four  and   one-half  inches. 
Becollect  this:  a  man  with  a  small  penis  may  have  a  large 
urethra,  and  the  tube  may  be  of  small  calibre  in  an  organ  of 
good  size.     This  is  a  peculiar  fact,  but  nevertheless  a  true  one. 
Bearing  in  mind  these  curves,  and  recollecting  that  the  triang- 
ular ligament  is  a  fixed  point  through  which  the  urethra  passes, 
you  can  have  little  difficulty  in  performing  the  operation  of 
catheterism.    The  patient  may  sit  on  the  edge  of  a  chair,  or  lie 
upon  his  back  in  bed,  or  stand  with  his  back  resting  against  the 
wall.    Take  your  position  on  the  right  side  of  him,  and,  raising 
the  penis  with  your  left   hand,  retract  the  prepuce.      Then, 
having  previously  oiled  the  catheter,  and  holding  it  between 
the  finger  and  thumb  of  the  right  hand,  with  its  concavity 
directed  toward  the  pubis,  insert  it  gently  into  the  urethra. 
With  slight  pressure,  it  moves  along  the  canal  until  it  reaches 
the  sinus  of  the  bulb,  which  lies  on  the  anterior  surface  of  the 
triangular  ligament.      Here  is  the    point  where    a    delicate 
manoeuvre  will  be  necessary.     Carry  the  instrument  to  a  verti- 
cal position,  and  depress  it  towards  the  level  of  the  thighs,  and 
it  enters- -as  you  see — without  difficulty  into  the  viscus. 

Incontinence  of  urine  may  proceed  from  several  causes.  In 
this,  I  think,  it  arises  from  paralysis  of  the  sphincter.  I  am 
afraid  that  medicine  will  be  of  no  avail,  for  he  has  taken  every 
variety.  I  shall  give  him  Bella,  3d,  every  four*  hours,  and 
probably  use  the  battery  upon  him. 

The  next  patient  which  I  shall  show  you  is  one  suffering 
from  whitlow.     This  is  a  very  common  and  very  painful  affec- 
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tion,  and  you  will  meet  with  it  often  in  your  practice.  At 
times  we  find  it  originates  from  bruises,  at  Others  from  strains, 
at  others  from  the  introduction  of  a  splinter,  and  very  frequently 
without  "any  known  cause.  Some  surgeons  suppose  the  disease 
to  be  a  variety  of  carbunculous  inflammation,  depending,  on  a 
constitutional  derangement;  while  others  believe  it  to  be  of 
local  origin.  It  is  rare  to  find  a  whitlow,  or  felon,  as  it  is  gen- 
erally called,  in  children,  and  women  are  said  to  be  more  subject 
to  it  than  men,  although,  from  the  cases  which  have  come 
tinder  my  own  observation,  I  cannot  say  that  the  one  sex  is 
more  liable  to  the  occurrence  of  paronechia  than  the  other. 

There  are  four  distinct  varieties ;  and  it  is  well  to  bear  them 
in  mind,  as  the  treatment  is  very  different  in  each. 

First,  is  the  least  severe.  There  is  inflammation  around  the 
root  of  the  nail ;  suppuration  soon  occurs ;  the  pus  is  not  deep- 
seated,  and  iB  readily  evacuated. 

While  I  speak  of  this  suppuration  under  the  nail,  let  me 
mention  to  you  a  simple  fact  which  may  be  of  service  to  you, 
Very  frequently  the  nail  is  severely  bruised,  either  by  the  fall- 
ing of  a  window-sasb  upon  it,  a  blow  from  a  hammer,  or  other 
accidental  cause,  blood  is  extravasated  under  the  nail,  and  great 
suffering  is  produced.  In  such  cases,  you  may  procure  almost 
immediate  relief  by  drilling  a  hole  through  the  nail  with  the 
point  of  a  scalpel,  or  common  penknife,  over  the  point  of 
extravasation.  This  gives  no  pain,  the  suffused  blood  is  pressed 
out,  and  the  patiem  experiences  almost  immediate  relief. 

In  the  second  variety  of  whitlow,  the  inflammatory  process 
attacks  the  cellular  substance  under  the  skin,  and  the  pain  is 
quite  severe.  In  the  third,  the  tendons  and  their  sheaths  are 
implicated;  and,  in  the  fourth,  the  action  takes  place  beneath 
the  periosteum.  The  sufferings  in  the  last  variety  are  very 
intense.  It  is  an  exquisitely  painful  throbbing,  which  becomes 
almost  unbearable,  and  causes  the  patient  to  become  well 
nigh  frantic. 

In  this  case,  the  poor  fellow  has  suffered  much.  The  disease 
is  the  third  variety.  The  incisions  have  been  too  long  delayed ; 
the  pus  is  burrowing  towards  the  palm;  and  there  is  but  one 
way  of  relieving  him.     Thus :  Take  a  sharp  scalpel,  and  make 
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A  free  incision)  about  an  inch  in  length,  down  to  the  bone,  and 
another  on  the  upper  portion  of  the  palm  of  the  hand.    Never 
endeavor  to  squeeae  or  press  out  much  pus  from  a  whitlow. 
The  skin  of  the  hand,  particularly  in  the  laboring  classes,  is 
very  tough.     You  increase  the  severity  of  pain ;   you  rather 
bruise  an  excessively  sensitive  part;  you  may,  in  fact,  add  to 
the  mischief.    Make  your  incisions  with  sufficient  freedom,  and 
then  apply  a  poultice  composed  of  ground  flaxseed  (two  parts,) 
ground  poppies  (one  part.)     This  is  an  excellent  emollent,  and 
relieves  pain.     I  shall  give  this  man  no  medicine  to-day.     I 
shall  cure  him  without  it,  and  you  will  see  a  different  expression 
on  his  face  at  the  next  clinic.     When  the  periosteum  is  the 
seat  of  the  disease,  there  is  but  little  swelling,  but  much  more 
pain.    In  this  variety,  early  incision  is  the  rule.     Many  are  the 
phalanges  of  fingers  that  have  been  lost  by  not  dividing  the  thick 
fibrous  covering  at  an  early  day.     Who  does  not  recollect  the 
wood-cut  which  appears  in  every  surgery  representing  horrid 
necrosis  from  delayed  surgical  operation  ? 

There  is  another  point  to  which  I  would  call  attention  in  the 
treatment,  viz. :  the  importance  of  cutting  away  with  the 
scissors  the  indurated  and  horny  epidermis  which  has  been 
loosened  by  the  violence  of  the  inflammatory  action.  This 
much  relieves  the  patient. 

A  whitlow  of  the  second  variety  may  often  be  prevented  by 
the  prolonged  application  of  a  hot  solution  of  calendula.  Thus, 
envelop  the  finger  in  four  or  five  thicknesses  of  patent  lint ; 
have  a  hot  solution  of  the  marigold  (one  part  to  four)  in  a 
vessel,  and,  every  few  minutes,  immerse  therein  the  finger. 
Allow  the  patient  to  hold  the  part  in  the  water  until  he  feels 
perceptibly  the  heat ;  tl^en  withdraw  it,  and  cover  it  with  a 
piece  of  oiled  silk.  After  a  short  time,  repeat  the  procedure. 
Give  internally  Hepar.  Sulph.,  or  Mercurius. 

Much  has  been  said  and  written  concerning  the  preventive 
treatment  of  this  affection  by  means  of  the  external  use  of 
nitric  acid.    I  have  tried  it  often,  and  have  failed. 

The  only  medicine  which  I  have  ever  known  to  produce 
beneficial  effects  in  panaritise  is  Hepar.  Sulph..  Perhaps  I  have 
known  good  results  from  Mercuries;  but  I  am  not  certain.    My 
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candid  belief  is,  that,  when  the  disorder  begins,  it  passes 
through  its  regular  stages,  as  do  carbuncles  and  boils,  and  the 
sooner  the  parte  are  poulticed  or  incised,  the  better  for  the 
patient.  I  have  used  Ledum  as  recommended  by  Teste,  and 
would  have  yon  try  it,  I  have  tried  Araen.,  Carbo.  Veg.,  Sepia., 
Mez.,  and  Shut. ;  but  have  never  seen  them  do  any  good.  But 
yet  I  would  have  you  also  give  them  a  fair  trial ;  but  when  you 
do  use  thei-i,  allow  your  minds  to  be  unbiassed,  and,  by  fair 
comparison,  endeavor  to  discover  which  remedial  agents  are 
best  adapted  for  the  cases  in  point. 

I  have  yet  a  case  of  abscess,  two  cases  of  syphilis,  and  two  of 
phimosis,  to  which  I  will  direct  your  attention  at  another 
time. 

BZ018I0X  OF  TffB  BUMSBU6. 

BY    L.    H.    WILLARD,    M.  D. 


The  excision  of  the  humerus  spoken  of  in  the  last  number  of 
the  Observer,  I  am  now  enabled  to  report,  ae,  with  a  great 
degree  of  certainty,  a  favorable  prognosis,  as  to  the  ultimate 
results,  may  be  formed.  I  have  some  hesitancy  in  offering  to 
our  readers  cases  not  entirely  cured,  fearing  that  suppositions 
may  be  erroneous,  and  thns  others  may  be  misled. 

Miss  Sallie  C,  set.  ten,  had  measles,  from  which  she  recovered 
slowly,  Some  four  days  after  the  eruption  had  disappeared, 
she  was  playing  with  her  brother,  and,  by  accident,  was  struck 
on  the  left  arm,  about  the  upper  third  of  the  humerus.  The 
blow  produced  some  soreness — not  noticeable,  however,  at  the 
time  |  but,  during  the  night  following,  she  complained  of  pain 
in  the  arm,  had  high  fever,  and  was  very  restless;  the  next 
day,  whilst  washing  her  hands  and  face,  had  a  violent  chill, 
followed  by  high  fever  and  pain  of  an  intense  character  in  the 
bruised  arm.  In  this  manner,  she  suffered  some  days,  the  pain 
and  fever  being  of  a  paroxysmal  character.  In  a  short  time,  a 
prominent  swelling,  that  had  made  its  appearance  on  the  top  of 
toe  shoulder,  was  lanced ;   after  which,  the  pain,  to  a  great 


136  Surgery. 

degree,  subsided.  At  this  stage,  I  was  called.  The  patient  had 
very  bad  night  sweats,  poor  appetite,  tongue  furred,  and,  at 
the  apex  of  the  scapula,  there  was  a  prominent  point,  fluctu- 
ating on  pressure.  As  the  little  girl  was  very  nervous,  and 
ftoared  the  least  pain,  I  applied  the  freezing  mixture,  and  opened 
the  swelling.  A  great  quantity  of  pus  was  discharged.  After 
this,  the  night  sweats,  to  a  great  degree,  subsided,  and  the  next 
day  she  could  take  more  food.  The  pain  had  subsided;  but, 
along  the  upper  third  of  the  humerus,  and  to  the  inner  side, 
where  the  pain  had  been  seated,  there  were  red  spots,  which 
were  on  a  line  with  each  other.  I  had  made  the  diagnosis  of 
bone  trouble  when  first  called,  and  these  spots  making  their 
appearance,  indicating  destruction  of  the  shaft  of  the  bone,  I 
considered  it  absolutely  necessary  to  operate,  and  relieve  the 
soft  parts  of  pus,  as  they  appeared  in  a  sloughing  condition. 

The  parents,  on  being  informed,  consented  to  the  operation. 
With  the  assistance  of  Drs.  Hoffman  and  Rosseau,  the  operation 
was  thus  performed : 

After  placing  the  patient  under  ihe  influence  of  an  anaes- 
thetic, an  incision  was  made,  commencing  an  inch  below  the 
acromion,  along  the  inner  side  of  the  deltoid,  to  a  short  distance 
below  the  insertion  of  said  muscle,  and  in  line  of  the  spots 
already  mentioned.  The  incision  was  made  to  the  bone.  A 
considerable  quantity  of  pus  came  from  the  wound,  and,  on 
examining  the  humerus,  it  was  found  in  a  soft,  pasty  condition 
from  its  anatomical  neck  to  the  insertion  of  the  deltoid  muscle. 
With  the  bone  nippers,  the  humerus  was  cut  at  the  head,  (all 
that  portion  of  the  head  within  the  capsular  ligament  was 
sound,)  and  sawed  off  below  the  insertions  of  the  deltoid.  This 
muscle,  by  disease,  was  detached  from  the  bone.  The  wound 
was  now  thoroughly  syringed  with  tepid  water — a  portion  of 
the  water  coming  out  of  the  wound  at  the  summit  of  the 
shoulder,  and  at  the  apex  of  the  scapula,  thus  showing  that  the 
pus  had  burrowed  from  the  shaft  of  the  humerus  to  these  two 
points  of  exit.  A  mild  solution  of  Potassa.  Chloras.  was  thrown 
along  these  fistulous  tracts ;  the  wound  approximated  by  adhe- 
sive strips;  and  the  arm  put  into  appropriate  splints.  The 
patient  rested  well  after  the  operation,  and  there  was  little  or 


Excision  of  the  Humerus. 


137 


no  hemorrhage.  China,  6th,  was  given  every  three  hours.  On 
the  fourth  day,  removed  the  splints,  and  applied  an  angular  tin 
ease  with  an  aperture  at  the  elbow  to  allow  the  water  to  drain 
off;  a  weak  solution  of  Calendula  being  applied  every  three 
hours.  The  bowels  being  in  a  sluggish  condition,  and  the 
various  remedies  tried  without  the  desired  effect,  the  nervous 
excitement  preventing  the  act  of  defecation,  I  applied  Ext.  Bella- 
donna to  the  sphincter,  it  removed  the  trouble,  and  with  it,  the 
painful  distension  of  the  abdomen. 

The  discharge  of  pus  continued,  but  the  appetite  improved 
rapidly,  sleep  was  good,  and  the  night  sweats  ceased  entirely, 
The  dressings  were  made  every  day  by  Dr.  J.  S.  Bead,  who 
contributed,  by  his  care  and  attention,  much  to  the  rapid  im- 
provement of  the  patient.  At  the  expiration  of  two  months, 
she  could  walk  about.  The  splint  was  then  removed,  and  a 
bandage  applied  until  the  bone  had  formed  of  sufficient  strength 
to  give  support  to  the  wrist.  The  formation  of  new  bone 
where  the  old  had  been  removed,  was  noticed  on  the  tenth  day 
after  the  operation. 

It  has  now  been  one  year  since  the  performance  of  the  oper- 
ation. That  portion  of  the  humerus,  from  the  insertion  of  the 
deltoid  to  the  elbow-joint,  to  the  attachment  of  the  liga- 
ment of  the  joint,  was  diseased  in  a  Bimilar  manner  to  the  head 
of  the  bone ;  and,  during  this  interval,  nature  has  formed  an 
entirely  new  shaft  for  the  humerus,  and  thrown  off  the  old 
useless  portion.  It  was  removed  a  few  days  ago,  (that  is,  the 
remaining  portion,)  in  the  shape  of  a  sequestrum.  The  open- 
ings have  all  healed.  The  sequestrum  was  taken  out  at  the 
wound  made  during  the  first  operation.  It  was  gradually 
forced  out  at  this  opening,  and,  when  removed,  was  projecting 
half  an  inch. 

At  present,  there  is  but  slight  motion  at  the  elbow,  or 
shoulder,  but  more  at  the  present  than  two  months  since.  It  is 
but  reasonable  to  infer  that  she  will  have  a  moderate  use  of  the 
arm;  and  I  predict  a  very  good  use  of  the  elbow ;  for  there  has 
been  no  inflammation  at  that  point,  the  immobility  being  pro- 
duced by  the  effusion  around  it — the  result  of  inflamma- 
tion above  at  the  shoulder.     Gradually,  this  effusion  will  be 
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absorbed,  when  the  elbow,  as  gradually,  will  resume  its  normal 
functions. 

The  shoulder,  owing  to  the  deltoid  having  been  cut  at  its 
insertion  by  disease,  and  from  the  inflammation  ^so  near  the 
joint,  will  never  recover  its  normal  power ;  but,  as  the  patient 
is  a  vigorous,  healthy  child,  and  of  an  ape  when  reparative 
power  is  great,  more  use  may  be  given  to  this  important  articu- 
lation than  our  sanguine  hopes  imagine. 

During  the  treatment,  Calc.  Phos.,  30th,  was  given  four  times 
a  day,  from  the  fourth  day,  for  one  month,  to  aid  the  process  of 
bony  formation. 

Silicea,  3d,  when  there  was  pain  in  the  bones,  and  the  dis- 
charge had  almost  ceased.  It  had  a  tendency  to  renew  the 
discharge  when  the  bone  pain  ceased. 

Aurum  Met.,  30th,  when  the  discharge  was  very  profuse. 

Asa.,  6th,  when  the  discharge  was  foetid. 

China  and  Phosph.  were  given,  when  indicated ;  but,  during 
the  last  six  months,  no  internal  remedy  has  been  used. 

The  dressings  were:  Calendula,  with  Charpie;  then  Oakum, 
for  the  offensive  discharge.  Here  I  may  say  the  last  mentioned 
dressing  has  always  in  my  hands  proved  of  the  greatest  value. 
In  the  army  hospitals,  during  the  summer,  or  on  ship-board  in 
the  tropics,  it  keeps  away  the  insects;  acts  as  a  disinfectant,  by 
the  tar  it  contains;  and  exerts  a  great  influence  in  promoting 
healthy  granulations.  We  have  used  it  here,  in  the  Homoeo- 
pathic hospitals  of  this  place,  where  the  wounds  discharge  pus, 
and  always  with  good  results. 

The  splint  used,  made  of  block-tin,  answered  every  purpose — 
not  being  affected  by  the  discharges,  nor  absorbing  any  pus. 
The  hole  at  the  elbow  allowed  free  exit  for  the  solutions  which 
were  applied. 

The  after  treatment  has  been  with  the  usual  remedies  already 
mentioned,  aided  by  the  cold  water  "  douche,"  which  exerted  a 
great  influence  in  restoring  the  tone  of  the  limb ;  also,  electri. 
city,  which  was  applied  once  a  day,  after  the  manner  called 
"Faradism"  Very  little  motion  has  been  attempted,  as  we 
find,  when  motion  or  movement  of  sufficient  Htrungth  has  been 
employed  to  give  pain,  the  result  is  not  miti  History,     As  the 
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effusions  are  absorbed,  the  arm  will  gradually  resume  its  normal 
power. 

REMOVAL   OF   A   FIBROUS   POLYPUS. 

Mr.  C.  came  to  the  office  to  have  a  polypus  removed.    He  ■ 
complained  that,  during  the  past  week,  he  had  uot  slept  on 
account  of  the  mass  falling  back  to  the  posterior  part  of  the 
fauces.     He  could  not  breathe  without  opening  his  mouth,  so 
completely  had  this  polypus  blocked  up  the  posterior  nares. 

On  examination,  I  found  a  large  polypus  immediately  back 
of  the  uvula.  It  was  of  a  dark  red  color — from  its  appearance, 
indicating  one  of  the  fibroid  variety.  With  the  assistance  of 
Dr.  Wallace,  I  seised  the  mass  with  the  volsella,  and  introduced 
a  long  pair  of  polypus  forceps  up  the  posterior  nares  to  the 
pedicle;  then,  after  twisting  them  completely  around  a  few 
times,  the  entire  mass  came  away  unbroken.  Very  little  hem- 
morrhage  occurred.  The  relief  was  instantaneous.  He  could 
breathe  easily.  The  pedicle  was  small,  and  attached  to  the 
posterior  part  of  the  septum,  and  to  the  inner  side.  Its  weight 
was  over  half  an  ounce. 


OBSTETRICS. 


EXPULSION  OF  A  DISEASED  OVUM. 


As  our  mistakes  sometimes  teach  us  more  than  our  successes, 
1  send  my  notes  of  a  case  which  proved  instructive  to  me. 

February  1st,  1869, 1  was  requested  to  visit,  in  consultation, 
Mrs.  II.,  aged  thirty,  mother  of  six  children. 

Her  History. — Her  youngest  child  is  two  years  and  seven 
months  old ;  menses  recurred  before  weaning,  and  regularly 
returned  up  to  July,  1868.  After  this  period,  the  flow  was  more 
profuse  than  natural,  and  continued  tor  six  weeks;  returned  in 
two  weeks;  and,  in  the  fall,  she  had  a  bloody  discharge  after 
every  exertion.  During  this  time,  she  had  no  pain ;  was  certain 
she  had  not  conceived,  as  she  had  not  missed  a  period  up  to 
July,  and   had  never  felt  as  she  did  in  her  pregnancies;   no 
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morning  sickness,  etc.  On  January  29th,  1869,  she  was  sud- 
denly taken  with  flooding ;  went  to  bed,  fainted,  and  her  physi- 
cian was  sent  for.  The  physician  said  he  had  been  sent  for  in 
a  harry;  found  her  in  bed,  insensible;  features  pinched;  skin 
eold;  pulseless.  He  administered  stimulants;  applied  tampon; 
bladders  of  ice  over  the  pubis ;  and  gave  Ergot,  in  thirty-grain 
doses,  every  few  hours. 

Present  Condition. — Reaction  has  set  in;  is  very  feeble; 
skin  blanched;  pulse  125;  has  ceased  flooding;  tampon  had 
been  removed  previous  to  my  visit ;  ice  is  still  being  applied, 
and  is  yet  taking  Ergot  Pressing  one  hand  firmly  above  pubis, 
with  finger  in  vagina,  I  felt  the  uterus  larger  than  normal,  or 
slightly  open,  but  rigid  from  Ergot  Passing  my  finger  through 
the  os,  I  touched  a  firm,  globular  mass  in  utero.  The  diagnosis 
evidently  was  to  be  made  between  an  abortion  and  a  tumor 
The  history  of  the  case — seven  months  flooding,  with  no  pain; 
her  previous  regular  menstruation;  no  rational  symptoms  of 
pregnancy — forced  the  conclusion  that  it  was  the  latter,  and,  in 
all  probability,  a  polypus.  And  I  so  stated.  I  advised,  therefore, 
that  all  medication  should  be  stopped ;  that  she  should  be  kept 
in  bed ;  fed  on  nutritious,  solid  food,  with  as  much  milk-punch 
as  she  could  c9mfortabiy  bear ;  and  that,  when  she  should  have 
recovered  from  her  great  loss  of  blood,  the  os  should  be  dilated, 

and  an  effort  made  to  remove  the  tumor.    On  the  20th  instant 

t 

I  received  a  note  stating  that  she  suffered  all  night  from  pains  as 
severe  as  those  of  labor,  and  asking  me  again  to  visit  her.  On 
my  arriving  at  the  house,  I  was  shown  an  ovoid  mass  of  the 
size  of  a  large  hen's  egg,  which  she  had  passed  without  flooding. 
Upon  cutting  it  open,  it  proved  to  be  a  diseased  ovum. 

Could  I,  from  the  history  of  the  case,  have  given  any  other 
opinion  ?  I  once  before  saw  hemorrhage  last  for  four  months, 
when  a  dead  foetus  was  passed ;  but  for  a  diseased  ovum  to 
remain  seven  months  in  utero,  is  beyond  my  experience.  My 
mistake  in  this  case  may  prevent  some  of  your  readers  from 
falling  into  a  similar  one. 

A  few  words  now  on  Ergot  in  abortion.  No  treatment  is 
more  common  in  abortion  than  Ergot  in  full  doses.  I  have  no 
faith  in  it.    I  last  year  gav*  ,,f  a+«odiiy  until  an  ounce  of  the 
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fluid  extract  was  taken,  with  the  result  of  rendering  the  oa  so 
rigid  that  the  placenta  could  not  be  extruded;  and  such  is  the 
action  of  it  in  all  cases  of  abortion  in  which  I  have  given  it. 
My  treatment  of  cases  in  which  I  am  satisfied  abortion  must 
'  take  place,  is  simple.  Give  Gelseminum  until  the  os  dilates;  and, 
if  hemorrhage  threatens  to  be  dangerous,  apply  the  tampon. 
Gelseminum  1  give  in  doses  of  from  one  to  five  drops  of  fluid 
extract,  frequently  repeated.  And  the  more  I  nee  it,  the  more 
confirmed  is  mj  faith  in  it.  Forceps. 


TWINS— BBEECH  AND  FOOT  PRESENTATION, 

BT   L.    H.    WHiLABS,    M.  D. 

I  was  called  to  attend  Mrs.  B.  in  her  third  confinement.  Her 
first  child  was  delivered  by  the  breech  presentation ;  the  second, 
natural. 

I  found  her  sitting  up  in  a  chair,  and  complaining  of  great 
bearing  down  pains.  I  immediately  advised  her  getting  into 
bed,  which  she  did.  An  examination  per  vaginara,  revealed  the 
bag  of  waters  projecting  from  the  vulva,  about  the  size  of  a 
child's  head.  On  rupturing  the  sac,  with  the  water,  came  one 
foot — the  breech  at  the  same  time  engaging  the  inferior  strait. 
Using  the  index  finger  of  the  right  hand  as  a  hook,  I  passed  it 
around  the  groin,  and  assisted  the  labor  by  making  traction  at 
every  pain.  During  the  second  effort,  the  child  was  born 
apparently  dead.  After  cutting  the  cord,  the  child  was  dipped 
in  cold  water,  and  rubbed  rapidly  with  a  rough  towel.  At  the 
same  time,  the  arms  were  lifted  above  the  bead,  and  then 
brought  down  to  the  side,  to  promote  respiration,  occasionally 
artificially  inflating  the  lungs.  This  was  continued  for  some 
two  minutes,  by  the  nurse  and  assistants,  when  the  child  began  ' 
to  breathe  and  cry. 

While  the  nurse  was  attending  to  this  infant,  I  was  at  the 
bedside  of  the  mother;  and,  astonished  at  the  abundant  flow  of 
blood,  placed  my  hand  on  the  abdomen,  and  found  it  very  large ; 
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on  making  an  examination  per  Vaginam,  felt  the  second  bag  of 
waters,  which  was  ruptured  immediately,  and,  with  the  water, 
one  arm  came  down.  Without  withdrawing  the  hand,  I  pushed 
it  up  along  the  spine  to  the  groin  of  the  child,  and,  with  the 
index  finger  as  a  hook,  turned  it.  The  breech  engaging  in  the 
straits — was,  after  a  few  pains,  born,  and  the  head  followed  with 
a  very  little  trouble.  The  child  was  dead,  and  all  efforts  proved 
fruitless  to  restore  it. 

The  hemorrhage  was  very  great,  the  blood  running  off  the 
bed  upon  the  floor.  The  placenta  had  one  common  attachment, 
which  accounted  for  the  flow  of  blood  preceding  the  delivery  of 
the  second  child.  The  mother  was  faint  with  loss  of  blood ;  her 
lips  blanched;  cold  sweat  on  the  forehead;  cold  feet;  and 
vomiting. 

Ipecac,  6th,  every  fifteen  minutes,  gave  relief,  and  stopped  the 
excessive  flow.  After  this,  she  did  well,  until  the  ninth  day, 
when  she  complained  of  a  numbness  of  the  left  leg,  with  great 
pain  in  the  same.  Pulse  120 ;  the  leg  swollen  and  white ;  and 
the  discharge  had  almost  ceased. 

Ham.,  6th,  every  two  hours ;  and  the  dilute  solution  exter- 
nally did  great  good. 

This,  with  Aeon.,  when  the  fever  was  high,  with  great  resless- 
ness,  and  Pulsatilla  during  the  last  stage  of  the  disease,  com- 
pleted the  treatment,  and  enabled  her,  at  the  expiration  of  six 
weeks,  to  move  about.  The  child  did  well,  and  at  present  is 
very  healthy. 


Review. 


Cancer,  with  Cases  Cured.     By  Dr.  Hastings,  M.  E.  C.  S., 
etc.    London  :  Henry  Turner  &  Co.    (From  the  publisher.) 

The  above  is  the  title  of  a  small  pamphlet  of  twenty-four 
pages,  which  treats  chiefly  of  the  administration  of  Acetic  Acid 
in  cancer  and  cancerous  diseases. 

The  author  does  not  enter  at  all  upon  the  etiology,  or  semei- 
otics  of  the  disorder,  but  merely  says,  that,  "so  much  has  been 
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written  upon  cancer,  that  little  remains  to  be  discovered 
respecting  it,  excepting  its  cure."     He  then  remarks : 

"There  can  be  very  little  doubt  but  that  cancer  is  a  blood  dis- 
ease, and  that,  although  cancer-cells  have  not  yet  been  discov- 
ered in  the  blood,  'there  is  abundant  evidence  to  show  that 
malignant  tumors  are  of  constitutional  origin,  that  they  are  local 
manifestations  of  a  constitutional  disease,  that  there  is  something 
specific,  probably  elaborated  from  the  blood,  which  accumulates 
in  their  elements  oi  structure.'  Hence,  whatever  form  the 
localized  cancer  may  assume,  whether  that  of  encephaloma, 
funguB  h&matodes,  or  scirrhus,  it  is  due  to  a  cancer-each exia  in 
the  blood,  and  that  the  development  of  the  disease  in  any  of  these 
forms,  is  merely  the  local  result  of  the  root  of  the  disease  in  the 
blood. 

To  this  I  am  convinced,  in  a  great  measure,  may  be  attributed 
the  want  of  success  in  the  many  local  remedies — caustic,  etc., 
enucleation,  ithat  is,  removal  of  the  tumor  by  escharotics,)  and 
last,  but  not  least,  the  knife — which  have  been  used  for  its 
extirpation  ;  as,  by  removing  the  mere  local  result,  the  fountain- 
head  has  been  left  intact;  the  diseased  branch  of  the  tree  has 
been  lopped  off,  but  the  root,  in  which  the  disease  was,  has  been 
allowed  to  remain." 

He  then  alludes  to  the  use  of  Hydrastis  Canna,  Galium  Aperi- 
mint,  and  the  action  of  mineral  waters  in  the  disorder,  and  then 
refers  to  the  action  of  Acetic  Acid  as  being  best  adapted  to  the 
true  nature  of  the  disease.  With  reference  to  the  action  of  this 
acid  upon  cancer-cells,  he  gives  the  following  interesting  case  of 
.  Mr.  Bence,  quoted  from  the  Medical  Times  and  Gazette  of  Feb- 
ruary 16thj  1867 : 

Sta :  In  a  recent  report  on  the  clinique  at  University  College 
Hospital,  you  mentioned  that  a  case  of  cancer  of  the  breast, 
under  Mr.  Henry  Thompson,  had  been  treated  by  acetic  acid 
injections,  but  that  it  was  subsequently  found  necessary  to 
resort  to  an  operation.  As  the  value  of  Dr.  Broadbent's  method 
of  treating  cancer  by  injections  of  acetic  acid  is  still  sub  judice, 
and  as  opportunities  of  examining  tumors  after  injection  pre- 
seat  themselves  but  rarely,  it  may  perhaps  prove  of  interest  if 
I  give  an  account  of  my  examination  of  this  tumor,  removed 
fourteen  days  after  injection  with  the  acid,  in  consequence  of 
the  formation  of  an  abscess  in  the  breast. 

The  tumor  presented  all  the  characters  of  scirrhus ,  the  skin 
at  one  spot  had  been  invaded  by  the  growth,  and  ulceration  had 
taken  place.  The  spot  chosen  for  the  insertion  of  the  pipe  of 
the  syringe  was  distant  aboui  three-quarters  of  an  inch  from 
the  seat  of  the  ulceration,  and  at  about  the  same  distance  from 
the  nipple.    The  fluid  employed  consisted  of  dilute  acetic  acid, 
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in  the  proportion  of  one  part  of  acid  to  six  of  water ;  about 
twenty  minims  of  this  solution  were  injected  into  the  two 
different  parts  of  the  tumor,  but  through  the  same  puncture  in 
the  skin.  Considerable  pain  was  experienced  after  the  opera- 
tion, and  a  large  abscess  having  formed,  which  required  to  be 
opened,  it  was  considered  advisable  to  remove  the  breast  on  the 
fourteenth  day. 

After  removal  a  section  was  made  through  the  breast  at  the 
spot  where  the  pipe  had  been  inserted.  The  skin  was  found  to 
be  undermined  to  the  extent  of  a  quarter  to  half  an  inch  around 
the  margin  of  the  ulceration,  and  an  abscess  had  formed  in  the 
subcutaneous  cellular  tissue,  its  wall  presenting  a  highly  vascular 
and  softened  appearance.  Beneath  this,  but  quite  distinct  from 
it,  was  a  cavity  in  the  substance  of  the  tumor,  of  the  size  of  a 
large  horse-bean,  partially  filled  with  a  soft,  glairy  substance 
like  thickened  mucus,  and  in  parts  having  a  greyish-green  puri- 
form  character.  There  was  no  very  distinct  wall  bounding 
this  space,  the  surrounding  substance  of  the  tumor  being 
softened,  and  passing  almost  insensibly  into  the  pulpy  condition 
of  its  contents.  For  a  space  of  about  one-eight  of  an  inch  the 
mass  around  the  cavity  was  softened,  did  not  creak  on  section, 
and  yielded  no  milky  juice  when  gently  scraped.  Beyond  this 
distance  the  substance  appeared  to  be  unaffected. 

On  microscopical  examination,  the  soft  pulpy  contents  of  the 
abscess  were  found  to  consist  mainly  of  disintegrated  cell  struc- 
tures, free  nuclei,  and  granules;  some  few  cancer-cells  were 
found  apparently  unaffected.  In  the  softened  zone  around  the 
cavity,  cancer-cells  were  found  in  abundance,  the  nuclei  and 
nucleoli  being  distinct,  and  very  little  change  having  taken 
place ;  here  and  there  cells  appeared  unduly  granular.  Beyond 
this  region  the  juice  presented  the  ordinary  characters  of  scir- 
rhous cancer. 

On  making  a  section  with  a  Valentine's  knife  through  the 
wall  of  the  cavity  outwards  into  the  hard  mass,  the  following 
appearance  was  distinctly  seen  under  a  low  power.  The  tissues 
forming  the  wall  were  homogeneous  and  dimly  granular,  be- 
coming gradually  less  so  as  they  receded  from  the  surface,  but 
still  throughout  the  whole  thickness  of  the  softened  zone,  pre- 
senting characters  very  different  from  those  of  the  normal 
scirrhous  mass  beyond ;  here  the  surface  was  marked  by  opaque 
bands  ramifying  in  different  directions,  evidently  consisting  of 
obstructed  gland-ducts,  an4  between  these  were  seen  faint 
fibrous  bands  intersecting  one  another,  the  intervals  being 
occupied  by  a  closely  packed  mass  of  cells.  The  general 
absence  of  color  from  this  part  contrasted  with  the  yellowish 
hue  of  the  two  former.  The  lines  of  demarcation  were  nowhere 
very  defined. 

From  this  it  would  appear  that  the  solvent  action  of  the  acid 
did  not  extend  very  far,  and  that  the  disintegration  produced 
was  due  more  to  the  inflammatory  process  established  than  to 
the  chemical  action  of  the  reagent  on  the  cell  structures. 


146 


After  this,  the  author  relates  cases  that  have  come  under  hia 
own  observation,  Thus,  cancer  of  the  liver,  cancer  of  the  pylo- 
rus of  the  stomach,  etc.  One  case  of  scirrhus  of  the  right  breast 
v?e  give  in  full : 

"A  lady,  »t.  forty-six,  married,  has  had  children.  Two  years 
ago  had  a  scirrhous  tumor  or  the  left  breast,  enucleated  by  Dr. 
P.,  i.  e.,  removed  by  caustic,  etc.,  and  though  she  now  finds  no 
inconvenience  from  the  left  breast,  a  short  time  ago  a  scirrhous 
tumor  made  its  appearance  in  the  right  breast,  on  the  edge  of 
the  pectoral  muscle;  the  glands  in  the  axilla  are  also  tender, 
and  there  is  pain  extending  down  the  arm.  The  tumor  is  about 
the  size  of  a  nut,  not  fixed  to  the  muscle,  but  is  tender  to  the 
touch. 

ThiB  lady  was  very  fearful  that  years  of  suffering  were  again 
to  be  her  portion. 

Her  general  health  was  tolerably  good,  all  the  functions 
regular,  but  she  bad  her  rest  disturbed  by  shooting  pains  in  the 
breast,  which  occurred  at  intervals. 

I  gave  her  acetic  acid,  three  drops  to  be  taken  three  times  a 
day  for  three  days,  after  which  she  was  to  pause  two  days,  and 
then  repeat  the  medicine. 

A  compress,  saturated  with  acetic  acid  lotion,  was  to  be  worn 
constantly  over  the  breast. 

This  treatment  was  continued,  with  intermissions,  for  two 
months,  at  the  expiration  of  which  all  pain  had  subsided,  and 
the  tumor  was  gone. 

Three  months  after  this  she  came  to  see  me,  saying  that  for 
the  last  few  days  she  bad  felt  pain  in  the  bosom,  and  feared  the 
scirrhous  tumor  was  coming  again ;  but,  after  examining  the 
breast,  I  could  discover  no  scirrhus,  nor  even  hardening,  so  I 
attributed  the  pains  to  nervousness  or  neuralgia,  the  lady  oeing 
very  anxious. 

However,  I  ordered  her  to  take  the  medicine  at  intervals  as 
a  protection ;  and  as  five  months  have  elapsed  since  then,  during 
which  time  I  have  heard  nothing  of  her,  it  may  fairly  be  pre- 
sumed that  she  is  all  right,  and  that  my  diagnosis  when  I  last 
saw  her  was  correct.* 

This  is  one  of  the  many  cases  which  prove  that  enucleation,  or 
even  removal  of  scirrhus  by  the  knife,  merely  lops  off  the  dis- 
eased part,  but  leaves  the  disease  intact,  as  has  formerly  been 
observed,  ready  to  spring  up  at  at  some  future  time,  too  often 
not  remote." 

In  the  concluding  remarks,  the  author  says: 
"  I  have  administered  this  medicine  in  a  great  number  of  cases 
besides  those  narrated — such  as  cancer  of  the  rectum,  fungus 


•ThiB  lad;  called  upon  i 
happy  to  saj  that  there  is  m 


e  to-day,  (18th  November,  1868,)  and  I  am 
appearance  of  the  return  of  the  tumor. 
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nematodes  of  the  eye,  cancer  of  the  breast,  stomach,  and 
uterus — in  every  one  of  which,  the  effects  of  the  medicine  were 
excellent,  almost  invariably  allaying,  and  in  many  instances 
completely  removing  the  burning  pain,  etc.,  in  a  few  days'  time. 

Many  of  these  cases  I  had  only  under  my  care  for  a  short 
time,  and  some  even  only  partially,  as  several  patients  were  so 
situated  by  circumstances,  family  connections,  etc.,  that  they 
could  not  remain  under  my  care  to  see  the  result,  but  had  to 
return  home ;  and  owing  to  my  inability  to  attend  others,  on 
account  of  the  distance  at  which  they  resided  from  me,  several 
of  them  had  to  place  themselves  under  their  former  advisers. 

But  enough  has  been  given,  in  the  foregoing  cases,  to  show 
what  Acetic  Acid,  properly  managed,  can  accomplish  in  this 
direful  disease ;  and  those  who  will  not  be  induced  to  give  it  a 
trial,  from  seeing  what  it  has  accomplished  in  my  hands,  would 
not  be  persuaded  were  a  hundred  cases  narrated." 

We  have  now  under  treatment  several  caees  of  cancer,  and 
intend  to  give  the  Acetic  Acid  a  trial.  But,  in  the  meantime,  we 
must  look  with  a  certain  feeling  of  suspicion  upon  any  treat- 
ment of  this  malignant  disease.  Any  surgeon  who  has  had 
under  his  care  many  cases  of  cancer,  whether  of  scirrhus  or  the 
open  sore,  must  feel  it  his  duty  to  avail  himself  of  all  known 
means  of  relief;  and  also  being  aware  that  in  the  majority,  not 
to  say  all,  the  cases  that  have  come  under  treatment,  that  both 
medicine  and  surgery  are  futile  in  reference  to  an  absolute  cure, 
must  feel  distrust  regarding  the  curative  action  of  a  medicine 
until  it  is  grounded  upon  large  experience  of  many  prac- 
titioners. 

It  would  have  been  of  much  more  service  to  the  profession, 

the  pamphlet  had  contained  more  informatiou  concerning 
the  diagnosis  of  cancer,  and  had  been  more  exhaustive  in  its 
scope. 

We  well  know  how  the  admirers  of  Arsenic  suppose  they 
may  cure  the  majority  of  cases  by  its  exhibition ;  how  many 
cures  are  reported  from  the  use  of  Chloride  of  Zinc  and  Hy- 
drastus;  how  many  cancer  doctors,  male  and  female,  infest 
our  community;  how  many  secret  nostrums  are  said  to  be 
preserved  in  families  from  generation  to  generation,  which 
with  reverential  awe  are  whispered  as  certain  specifics  in  the 
disease.  Above  all,  do  we  remember  with  a  feeling  of  great 
dissatisfaction,  the  fatal  termination  of  most  of  the  cases  that 
come  under  our  immediate  supervision,  whether  medically  or 
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surgically  managed.  While,  therefore,  we  sincerely  hope  that 
Acetic  Add  may  be  a  boon  to  the  cancer  sufferer  and  the  pro- 
fession ;  while  we  would  recommend  a  trial  of  it  to  others, 
and  nee  it  ourselves,  we  must  await  patiently  the  results  of 
the  experiments,  and  neither  allow  our  patients  or  ourselves 
to  be  disappointed  in  its  action  in  so  malignant  and  terrible 
as  cancer. 


Correspondence. 


53  Rodney  Street,  Liverpool,  England,  | 
February  23d,  1869.     } 
I   have  much  pleasure  in   sending   a  few  notes  on  medical 
matters   to  the  Western  Homaopathic  Observer,  at   the  request 
of  its  able  and  accomplished  editor. 

I  trust  that  my  readers  will  excuse  the  fragmentary  nature 
of  these  notes,  written,  as  they  are,  in  the  occasional  intervals 
of  a  laborious  practice. 

Homoeopathy  is  progressing  steadily,  both  in  the  profession 
and  among  the  public,  here  in  Great  Britain — perhaps,  more 
rapidly  among  the  latter  class  than  among  the  former;  for 
the  old  prejudices  against  our  glorious  system  still  exist  in 
the  Allopathic  colleges  and  societies;  while  new  ones  arise, 
or  are  invented,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  ranks  of  "  roung 
physic." 

The  younger  physicians,  however — to  their  credit  be  it 
said — are  yearly  becoming  more  amenable  to  argument  and 
experiment  in  therapeutics;  and  we  have  recently  had  able 
recruits  from  the  old  school  ranks  to  fill  the  post  of  house 
Burgeon  in  our  Public  Homoeopathic  Dispensary,  Hardman 
street,  Liverpool. 

We  are  far  behind  you  Americans  in  the  number  and  extent 
of  our  public  Homoeopathic  dispensaries  and  hospitals ;  but 
Liverpool  can  boast  of  as  much  accommodation  for  the  poor 
who  prefer  Homoeopathy  as  any  large  town  in  Great  Britain. 
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There  are  here  two  gratuitous  dispensaries — in  Hardman 
street  and  Wilbraham  street  (north  end.)  At  the  former  of 
which  32,397  consultations  were  held  in  the  course  of  the  year 
1868,  and  11,403  at  the  latter,  during  the  same  time. 

On  the  committee  of  management,  we  find  the  names  of 
several  clergymen  and  men  of  considerable  social  influence, 
and  the  Mayor  of  Liverpool  has  usually  taken  the  chair  at 
our  annual  meeting. 

Besides  these,  there  are  in  the  town  four  private  dispen- 
saries for  the  middle-class,  or  the  more  well-to-do  of  the  poor, 
who  obtain  their  medicine  and  advice  for  a  small  fee.  The 
attendance  here  cannot  be  accurately  ascertained,  as  no  report 
is  published  of  them;  but  I  am  certain  of  the  good  effect 
they  have  in  spreading  our  system ;  for,  at  my  own,  many  have 
tried  Homoeopathy  for  the  first  time ;  and  the  number  of  con- 
sultations per  week  has  increased  from  fourteen  or  fifteen  in 
December,  1867,  to  sixty  or  seventy  within  the  last  two  months. 

At  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  Dr.  Keith,  one  of  the  physicians  to 
the  General  Infirmary  there,  has  been  dismissed,  because  of  his 
avowed  belief  in  the  new  system,  solely  by  means  of  a  threat- 
ened resignation  of  all  the  other  medical  officers  (Allopaths.) 
As  it  was,  a  protest  against  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Keith's  colleagues 
on  this  occasion,  was  drawn  up  and  numerously  signed ;  and  we 
understand  that  a  subscription  is  now  being  raised  in  Aberdeen 
to  add  two  wards  to  the  infirmary,  the  occupants  of  which 
shall  be  invariably  treated  by  Homoeopathy.  This  movement, 
then,  will  most  likely  turn  out  well  for  the  cause,  and  for  its 
clever  and  honest  advocate  in  that  region. 

In  Bochdale,  also,  (the  residence  of  the  great  John  Bright, 
who  is  personally  a  believer  in  Homoeopathy,)  a  new  infirmary 
is  to  be  built,  with  one  ward  specially  reserved  for  Homoeo- 
pathic treatment.  Our  worthy  colleague,  Dr.  Hayle,  of  Roch- 
dale, will,  1  presume,  be  appointed  on  the  medical  staff,  when 
formed.  We  shall  all  look  with  eager  interest  at  the  working 
of  these  novel  experiments. 

My  belief  is,  that,  in  no  very  long  time — for  we  "Britishers" 
are  now  progressing  much  more  rapidly  in  matters  religious, 
political  and  medical  than  of  yore — the  public  will  force  the 
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profession  to  admit  as  to  some  of  the  public  hospitals,  infirmaries 
or  dispensaries,  where  the  very  evident  superiority  of  rational 
medicine  will  gradually  extinguish  the  old  dragging  routine. 
As  Henry  Russell  says, — 

"There's  a  good  time  coming,  boys; 

Wait  a  little  longer." 
The  Homoeopathic  Hospital  in  London  will,  in  April,  gather 
the  (lite  of  its  supporters — among  whom  are  numbered  many  of 
the  aristocratic  families — to  a  grand  banquet,  (Lord  Elcho,  M. 
P.,  in  the  chair,)  at  which  an  appeal  will  be  made,  and  I  doubt 
not  nobly  responded  to,  for  donations  to  free  the  institution 
from  a  balance  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  annual  account. 
Perhaps  I  may  be  able  to  give  the  results  of  this  dinner  in  my 
next  communication. 

Oar  HomcBopathic  Directory  for  1869  has  just  appeared,  show- 
ing that  there  are  now  271  legally  qualified  and  recognized 
practitione  of  Homoeopathy  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  A 
small  increase  on  the  number  of  the  preceding  year ;  but  num- 
bers of  medical  men  are  deterred  by  the  fear  of  loss  of  profes- 
sional status  from  sending  their  names  to  the  publishers ;  while 
others  mix  up  Homoeopathy  largely  with  their  ordinary  prac- 
tice, and  do  not  acknowledge.  I  believe  we  shall  have  two 
additions  in  this  town  ere  long  from  the  ranks  of  our  opponents. 
When  I  read  in  your  journal  that  Boston  has  fifty-seven 
Homoeopathic  practitioners,  while  we  have  only  seven  recog- 
nised Homoeopaths,  I  blush  for  the  conservatives  ess  of  my 
country  t 

There  has  been  nothing  new  of  importance  lately  in  our  pro- 
fessional literature. 

Our  local  society — the  "  Liverpool  Homoeopathic  Medico- 
Chirurgical — is  meeting  every  month,  and  the  papers  read 
since  tbe  opening  of  the  session  have  been  up  to  the  usual 
standard  of  interest  and  ability. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  number  of  Allopathic  chemists 
who  keep  and  dispense  Homoeopathic  medicines  is  largely  on 
the  increase. 

I  must  now  close  fearing  that  this  letter  has  outgrown  its 
proper  limits.  J.  Murray  Moobe,  M.D.,  CM.,  M.E.C.S. 
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Dr.  W.  T.  Helmuih: 

Dear  Sir  :  I  think  a  practical  work  on  Mat.  Medica  is  just  the 
thing  we  need.  I  have  written  to  Hirschel  about  it,  and  I  expect 
by  return  mail  to  get  the  particulars  of  the  plan,  and  how  they 
intend  to  work  it  out.  You  Western  go-ahead  men  must  lend 
your  powerful  aid,  and  America  can  then  be  proud  of  its  tribute. 
Fraternally,  S.  Lilienthal,  230  W.  Twenty-fifth  St. 

AN   APPEAL   TO   THE    HOMCBOPATHIC    PHT8IGIANS    TO   AID    IN    THE 
ELABORATION   OF   A   CLINICAL   OR   APPLIED    MATERIA    MEDICA. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Society  of  Homoeopathic  Physicians 
of  Dresden,  it  was  resolved  to  appeal  to  ail  physicians  for 
assistance  in  this  necessary  and  useful  undertaking.  Whoever 
is  willing,  may  take  his  own  choice  in  the  selection  of  one  or 
several  remedies,  and  is  requested  to  forward  such  articles, 
through  any  editor  of  a  Homoeopathic  journal,  to  the  central 
committee  of  this  society.  Should  any  remedy  be  worked  out 
by  several  colaborators,  the  best  may  be  chosen,  or,  perhaps, 
the  most  useful  parts  be  selected  from  all.  Every  mite  will  De 
thankfully  received  and  credited ;  for  it  is  the  duty,  as  it  is  in 
the  power  of  every  physician,  to  gather  the  clinical  experience 
which  he  has  gained  during  many  years  of  hard  labor,  and  aid 
us  in  the  good  work.  A  publisher  has  already  come  generously 
forward,  who  is  willing  to  give  to  the  world  the  collected 
experience  of  the  Homoeopathic  fraternity,  and  some  of  our  best 
physicians  have  offered  to  do  their  share.  So,  Bib  promises  to 
work  out  Aconite ;  Hirschel,  Bryonia ;  Villers,  Rhus ;  Wippler, 
Apis,  &c.  May  such  good  examples  urge  us  on,  to  follow  in  their 
footsteps,  and  the  first  volume  may  appear  in  print  before  1870. 
The  following  remedies  are  proposed  for  the  first  volume : 

Aconite,  Apis,  Arnica,  Arsen.,  Bellad.,  Bryon.,  Calc.  Carb., 
Chamom.,  China,  Cina.  Digitalis,  Hep.  Sulph.,  Ignat.,  Ipecac, 
Iodium,  Mercur.,  Nux  Vom.,  Phosph.,  Platina,  Jrulsat.,  Khus, 
Sepia.,  Silicea,  Spigelia,  Sulph.,  Veratrum. 

In  the  name  of  the  Homoeopathic  Society  of  Dresden, 

Dr.  Hirschel,  Klinik. 

Editors  of  Homoeopathic  journals  are  kindly  requested  to 
publish  this  appeal. 


WHY? 


Editor  Western  Homoeopathic  Observer: 

In  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  March  13,  p.  217,  Dr.  J. 

E.  Garretson,  of  Philadelphia,  says : 

In  any  ordinary  hemorrhage  where  something  besides  a  local 
means  seems  necessarry  for  its  arrestation,  tincture  Erigeron 
can.,  given  in  single-drop  doses,  each  minute,  will  be  found  very 
reliable. 
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To  give  it  in  larger  quantities  than  this,  seems  to  defeat  the 
end.  In  epistaxis,  or  the  internal  hemorrhages,  if  not  too 
severe,  it  is  very  useful,  and  seldom  fails. 

Will  some  one  explain  why  larger  doses  are  not  beneficial? 
. S. 

Baltimore,  March  28,  1869. 
Sear  Observer  :  I  have  read  the  article  in  your  journal, 
descriptive  of  Dr.  Comstock's  forceps.  You  should  get  him  to 
give  the  measurements,  peculiarities  and  advantages.  I  have  a 
great  fondness  for  obstetrics,  have  a  weakness  for  forceps,  and 
Eke  to  see  and  use  all  new  inventions  in  that  line.     His  article 

fives  but  a  crude  idea,  and  no  statements  by  which  a  pair  could 
e  made.  My  experience  is  that  no  one  pair  answer  in  all 
cases,  and  that  an  obstetrician  should  have  various  models.  My 
favorite  is  a  Baltimore  forceps,  called  the  Knight's  forceps. 
They  have  no  fenestra*.  I  suppose  their  reputation  has  never 
extended  out  West.  In  New  York,  I  hear,  they  are  largely 
used.  I  have  never  known  them  to  slip,  and  they  are  the  only 
ones,  in  my  experience,  that  have  not  done  so. 

Yours,  etc.,  Fobokpb. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTE. 

This  issue  of  the  Observer  is  without  editorial  matter,  on  account  of 
lack  of  space.  The  editor,  however,  would  take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  sincerely  his  friends  for  their  substantial  aid  since  the  publica- 
tion of  the  "  New  Serie  ,"  and  would  say  that  the  circulation  of  the  paper 
has  increased  one-third  since  the  month  of  January,  and  that  letters  of 
commendation  and  compliment  have  been  received  from  all  parts  of  the 
country.  With  such  encouragement,  we  push  on  in  good  spirits.  InUr- 
ettiity  communication*  from  Vienna,  from  Washington,  and  other  cities 
Surgical  fibta,  together  with  many  items  in  the  General  News  depart- 
ment, have  been  delayed  until  June. 
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General  News. 

C .  H .  Morrill,  M.  D. ,  Editor . 


Permagnate  op  Potash  in  ulcerated  Sorb  Throat. — Dr.  Wood- 


gargiea  witn  tne  solution  tnree  times  a  day.  ine  par- 
alar  symptoms  for  which  he  used  the  remedy  were :  The  tonsils  and  soft 
palate  much  inflamed  and  swollen.  The  tonsils  covered  with  patches  of 
whitish  ulceration,  painful  deglutition,  swelling  and  tenderness  of  the 
glands  of  the  neck.  The  remedy  not  only  exercises  a  curative  effect,  but 
removes  the  unpleasant  odor  of  the  breath  and  cools  the  mouth. 

Vaccination.— The  centennial  anniversary  of  the  introduction  of  vac- 
cination into  Russia  was  celebrated  recently  at  St.  Petersburg.  The  Gov- 
ernment offered  a  premium  of  $2,000  for  the  best  history  of  vaccination, 
open  to  all  Europe  and  all  languages. 

Remedy  For  Frost  Bite. — Cover  the  part  that  is  frozen  with  flour, 
allowing  it  to  remain  some  hours.  The  flour  will  come  off  quite  wet;  but 
the  circulation  will  be  restored.  Then  again  apply  the  flour,  allowing  it 
to  remain  about  the  same  length  of  time;  this  time  the  flour  will  come  off 
with  very  little  moisture ;  the  blisters,  if  any,  will  dry  up  and  the  part 
give  no  further  trouble. — [Journal  of  Chemistry. 

Prevention  op  Scarlatina. — From  an  article  by  Dr.  Snow,  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  Med.  and  8ur.  Rep.  we  eake  the  following:  Extensive  exper- 
iments show  that  Belladonna  cannot  be  relied  on,  I  therefore  recommend 
a  trial  of  Carbolic  Acid,  as  a  preventive  of  Scarlatina,  on  account  of  its 
well  known  power  of  destroying  all  microscopic  animal  and  vegetable  life. 
It  is  not  simply  a  deodorizer,  but  it  is  a  destroyer  of  infection,  and  the 
best  disinfectant  known.  The  best  preparation  for  use  in  the  sick  room, 
is  the  Carbolate  of  Lime.  This  should  be  kept  exposed  in  the  room  where 
the  patients  are  sick,  in  small  quantities,  just  sufficient  to  make  the  coal 
tar  odor  perceptible,  at  all  times. 

Fistula. — Dr.  Suss  Hahnemann  reports  three  cases  of  Fistula,  success- 
fully treated  by  him  with  the  following  remedies :  Calc-Carb.  Silicea,  Acid 
Phoaph.  and  Straphsagria.  We  quote  from  his  article  the  following, 
which  we  most  heartily  endorse :  "If  the  Fistula  be  incomplete  or  have 
but  one  opening,  it  can  be  cured  by  Homcepathic  remedies,  but  if  it  be 
complete,  surgical  interference  is  necessary." 

Senna. — This  time  honored  drug  appears  in  a  new  light,  and  is  recom- 
mended to  us  as  a  specific  against  "Falling  in  love,"  a  disease  quite  prev- 
alent among  school  girls.  It  was  first  successfully  employed  by  the  prin- 
cipal of  a  ladies  seminary  in  London,  who  assures  us  that  a  cure  is  usu- 
ally effected  in  from  two  to  three  days,  but  in  some  obstinate  cases  a  week 
is  required.  It  is  given  in  appreciable  doses  three  times  a  day,  the  pa 
tient  being  at  the  time,  kept  in  close  confinement,  and  on  a  low  diet. 

The  Siamese  Twins. — Nelaton  having  given  a  favorable  opinion,  the 
operation  of  severing  the  Siamese  Twins  will  probably  soon  be  performed. 

Preservation  op  Specimens. — Soft  specimens  of  natural  history  and 
comparative  anatomy,  if  placed  in  alcohol,  saturated  with  corrosive  subli- 
mate, beginning  with  a  low  strength  of  spirits,  and  increasing  at  short 
intervals,  will  become  so  thoroughly  changed  and  prepared,  that  they 
may  afterwards  be  kept  indefinitely  in  pure  water  without  any  further 
alteration. — [Med,  and  Surg.  Reporter. 
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MEDICINE. 
PATHOLOGY  n.   SYMPTOMATOLOGY. 

BY   T.    8.   VERDI,    M.  D.,   WASHINGTON,   D.  C. 


This  is  a  question  that  divides  Homoeopathic  physicians  into 
two  classes.  It  is  an  object  of  cont^JHon  between  high  and 
low-potency  men.  It  is  not  gjnew  questfcn,  however,  in  the 
arena  of  medical  science.  Each  has  had  itAdhcrcnts,  each  its 
antagonists.  But  I  shall  noi  enter  into  thsWistory  of  medical 
philosophy,  or  into  any  problfeatic  discasgfons,  as  you  editors 
require  of  ns  only  practical  fKa^^Rut  facts  are  disagreeable 
things  sometimes,  and  there  is  no  tiling  so  annoying  as  to  have 
a  pet  theory  knocked  down  by  a  cool  facj|  Consequently,  I 
apprehend  that  eymptomatologiats  pure,  or  those  who  desire 
symptoms  only  as  an  index  to  therapeutics,  unmmaflfeof  their 
pathological  meaning,  and  those  who  adopt  the  "  key-note " 
system,  as  some  new  medical  philosopher  style  certain' symp- 
toms, will  find  my  facts  quite  "borish." 

These  symptomatologies  seem  quite  satisfied  with  themselves; 
their  conscience  does  not  seem  to  trouble  them  for  an  instant. 
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I  quite  envy  them.  How  easy  it  must  be  for  them  to  practice 
medicine!  Their  patients  give  them  a  string  of  symptoms, 
which  they  compare  to  a  similar  list  in  the  Symptomen  Codex. 
The  resemblance  found,  the  work  is  done.  "The  patient  must 
get  well  unless  there  is  something  wrong  in  him"  as  Dr. 
Newton  says  of  the  patient  who  returns  to  him  sick  after  he 
(the  doctor)  has  chased  the  evil  out  of  him  with  the  tip  of  his 
fingers. 

If  the  patient  is  a  little  queer,  so  much  the  better;  he  would 
be  sure  to  have  some  queer  symptoms,  and  a  queer  symptom 
makes  a  good  "  key-note."     What  a  happy  set  of  fellows  these 
symptomatologists  must  be!     No  books  to  buy,  no  weary  hours 
over   their   contents!      These   purists,   these   self-styled    pure 
Hahnemannians,  must  doze  away  a  great  deal  of  their  time, 
while  we,  less  pure,  must  plunge  into  our  books,  into  ourselves, 
to  explain  and  understand  the  meaning  and  the  relation  of  this, 
that  and  the  other  symptom,  to  this  or  that  normal  or  abnor- 
mal condition.     Their  self-sufficiency  must  be  a  source  of  great 
comfort  and  tranquility  to  them ;  while  we  weary  our  head  and 
our  strength  in  researches,  and  are  never  satisfied.    New  books, 
old  books,  magazines,  medical  essays,  we  peruse  for  new  light 
more  light,  extra  light,  and  never  find  light  enough.    Their  slum- 
ber must  be  like  that  of  a  baby — a  non-overloaded  mind,  an 
easy  conscience.    Ho^llelightful!     My  sleep  is  too  often  an 
attempt,  not  alwavfe  a  success  j#  my  thoughts  will  go  through 
an  elaboration  cMteeilular  action,  physical  agencies,  inherent 
power,  toxologica^effects,  naturaWunctions,  pure  morbid  symp- 
toms, symptoms  ofljthe  "  vis  JBdicatrix  natur*e,"  imaginary 
symptoms,  symptoms  o^^d  w  good  education,  inexpressible 
symptoms ;  trying  ail  the  time  to  get  them  to  fit,  as  it  were — to 
agree  with  physiqlogy,  pathology  and  therapeutics- -until,  sure 
enough,  I  awake,  and  find  I  have  been  asleep,  but  am  not  much 
the  betH^ for  it.     Oh!  it  is  then  I  exclaim,  oh,  lucky  sympto- 
matologists!  and  wish  I,  too,  were  one,  and  make  a  promis  eto 
myself  that  my  next  case  I  will  treat  purely  according  to  symp- 
toms: and  here  it  is: — 

Miss  B.,  ©t.  twenty-one,  dark  hair  and  eyes,  fair  skin,  invaded 
by  a  smooth,  red  eruption. 


Pathology  vs.  Symptomatology. 


155 


Her  Storv. — "I  have  been  under  the  treatment  of  Dr.  S. 
[an  eminent  Allopathic  physician]  for  two  years.  He  has 
treated  me  during  all  that  time  for  rheumatism  of  the  right 
limb.  He  has  done  me  no  good ;  and  to-day  he  became  impa- 
tient, and  informed  me  that  everybody  has  some  ailings  of  some 
kind,  and  that  I  must  expect  to  have  mine.  But  1  do  not  mind 
it,  and  I  come  to  you  for  relief." 

"  "Well,  Miss,  will  you  be  so  good  as  to  relate  all  your  symp- 
toms in  some  systematic  way,  taking  care  to  leave  nothing 
out?" 

"  The  most  prominent  symptom  ia  a  pain  that  starts  from 
the  right  side  of  my  abdomen,  runs  down  the  thigh  and  leg, 
and  even  to  my  foot.  This  pain  is  provoked  by  standing  on 
my  feet  or  walking  a  long  time.  It  is  generally  a  dull  pain, 
but  sometimes  very  acute  and  sharp. 

"My  bowels  are  irregular — sometimes  costive;  sometimes  I 
am  taken  with  a  sudden  diarrhoea,  which  causes  five  or  six 
passages  within  an  hour  or  two,  and  then  stops  for  twenty-four 
and  forty-eight  hours,  when  I  am  taken  again  in  the  same  way. 
"My  appetite  is  varied — sometimes  very  keen;  again  very 
poor.  Food  often  distresses  me  with  fullness  at  the  stomach 
and  flatulence  in  the  bowels. 

"My  menses,  although  sufficient  in  quantity,  are  irregular — 
sometimes  they  delay  several  days,  again  they  anticipate. 

"  My  urine,  also,  undergoes  peculiar  changes — sometimes  it  is 
perfectly  normal,  again  it  is  loaded  with  mucous;  and,  when  I 
allow  it  to  evaporate,  it  leave>  a  kind  of  crystahzation  in  the 
form  of  translucent  scales,  and  sometimes  red  sand.  The  urine 
is  always  bad  after  an  attack  of  pain.  During  the  pain,  I  pass 
a  great  quantity  of  li»ht  urine,  but,  after  the  paroxysm,  it 
becomes  loaded  with  mucous,  and  deposits  the  sediment  I  have 
described.  Sometimes  I  am  attacked  by  spasmodic  retention 
of  urine,  which  I  pass  by  drops,  and  with  excruciating  pain. 

"  My  head  feels  weak  and  giddy  at  times.  My  dreams  are 
frightful  nightmares. 

"I  am  getting  weaker  and  weaker  every  day.  From  being 
very  active  and  strong,  I  have  become  very  indolent  and  weak. 
My  face  is  a  mass  of  eruption.    It  used  to  be  very  clear. 
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"  I  used  to  be  very  fond  of  cats.  Now  I  have  a  perfect  aver- 
sion to  them.  In  fact,  I  can  even  feel  the  presence  of  a  cat  in 
the  room  without  a  knowledge  of  its  being  in  it." 

This  is  the  group  of  symptoms  for  a  symptomatologist.  The 
"key-note"  is  also  very  prominent,  viz.,  "an  unaccountable 
aversion  to  cats  after  having  been  very  fond  of  them" 

1  would  beg  the  symptomatologist  pure,  if  ever  one  reads  this 
article,  to  stop  a  minute,  compare  these  morbid  symptoms  to 
toxicological  symptoms,  and  decide,  in  his  own  mind,  the 
remedy  or  remedies  which  he  would  prescribe  in  this  case,  with 
a  view  to  a  permanent  cure.  I  have  done  the  same  thing  with 
little  satisfaction  to  myself,  and  would  desire  to  know  if  some 
one  more  learned  than  myself  could  satisfy  his  mind  that  he 
has  the  true  remedy  to  accomplish  the  cure.  Then,  he  may  go 
on  reading,  and  learn  my  experience. 

My  First  Prescription. — Saccharum  Lactis,  undiluted  and 
unadulterated,  twelve  powders  of  two  grains  each,  numbered, 
to  be  taken  three  times  a  day.  Do  not  laugh,  reader;  this  is  a 
good  prescription  for  me ;  for  I  wanted  time  to  think  over  this 
case  of  "rheumatism."  You,  by  this  time,  know  that  I  have  a 
great  penchant  for  pathology ;  so,  even  in  this  case,  I  could  not 
help,  in  spite  of  my  promises  to  myself,  dipping  into  that  bot- 
tomless gulf,  before  I  prescribed  drugs. 

Four  days  after,  she  returned — and  what  do  you  think? 
"No  better,"  although  she  had  taken  the  twelve  powders  as 
prescribed.  You  see  that,  in  my  first  attempt,  I  was  not  so 
fortunate  as  many  of  my  high-dilution  friends. 

"  Well,  doctor,  what  do  you  think  of  my  case  ? "  said  my 
pretty,  young  patient. 

"  Miss  B ,  I  have  thought  a  great  deal  over  your  case, 

and  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  you  have  a  tumor  press- 
ing upon  some  parts  of  your  abdomen." 

"  What !  "  she  exclaimed.  "  Impossible !  If  you  should  see 
my  abdomen,"  added  she,  laughing,  "  as  flat  as  a  board,  you 
would  not  think  of  tumors." 

"  Nevertheless,  Miss  B ,  there  must  be  a  cause  for  your 

peculiar  symptoms,  leaving  aside  your  newly  acquired  aversion 
to  cats,  and  I  cannot  trace  thor  o  anything  except 
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a  tumor  pressing  upon  and  interfering  with  the  functions  of 
neighboring  organs.  Having  come  to  this  conclusion,  I  caunot 
prescribe  any  further  without  making  such  an  examination  of 
the  abdomen  as  would  reveal  the  true  condition  of  things. 
Therefore,  I  would  beg  of  you  to  inform  your  father  and 
mother  of  my  opinion  and  my  request,  and  when  you  have 
decided  I  should  make  an  examination,  send  for  me." 

My  opinion  was  evidently  far  from  being  acceptable  to  the 
family,  for  two  weeks  passed  before  1  was  summoned  to  make 
the  desired  examination. 

I  placed  her  on  her  back,  and,  upon  a  superficial  examin- 
ation of  the  abdomen,  I  found  nothing.  I  was  somewhat 
disappointed,  and  almost  wished  I  had  made  no  mention  of  the 
dreaded  tumor.  I  then  commenced  to  examine  her  very  care- 
fully, by  pressing  my  fingers  hard  on  every  part  of  the  abdo- 
men, when — what! — is  it?  My  blood  began  to  glow  in  my 
cheeks.  Could  I  feel  a  sense  of  gratified  vanity  in  discovering 
a  misfortune  in  a  human  being?  Poor  humanity!  Vanitas 
vanitatis!  I  did  find  a  tumor,  and  felt  a  pride1  that  my  diag- 
nosis was  correct.  Forgive.  I  thanked  pathology  that  time, 
however. 

In  the  right  iliac  region,  in  the  place  where  the  ascending 
colon  turns  into  the  transverse,  there  was  a  tumor,  hard, 
unyielding,  oval,  somewhat  flattened  on  both  sides.  The 
probable  dimensions  were  four  inches  long,  three  wide,  one  and 
a  half  or  two  thick.  What  is  it  1  (Pathology  again.)  Not 
ovarian — too  high.  What,  then?  Scybala.  This,  to  my  mind, 
accounted  for  the  whole  range  of  symptoms,  which,  of  course, 
were  sympathetic. 

The  patient  was  amazed  and  frightened.  Why  did  not  Dr. 
S.  discover  this  in  two  years?  "  lo  ne  sale,"  nnless  he  is  a 
symptom atologist  pure. 

Reflections  on  Therapeutics. — Intense  desire  to  relieve 
the  patient  with  Homoeopathic  treatment  pure. 

Nux  v.,  Graphites,  Opium,  Plumbum,  etc.,  etc.,  were  given, 
high  and  low,  carefully  for  a  sufficient  time ;  but  no  results. 

I  then  commenced  a  system  of  copious  and  solvent  euemata, 
with  the  hope  that  they  would  reach  and  solve  these  scybala. 
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Unfortunately,  while  under  this  treatment  she  went  to  2s  ew 
York. 

Before  I  proceed  further,  I  must  state  that,  within  the  las: 
six  months,  all  the  sympathetic  symptoms,  as  I  called  thenx 
became  terribly  worse.  The  condition  of  the  bladder  had 
become  alarming ;  the  urine  was  loaded  with  mucous,  and,  at 
times,  even  with  blood  and  membranes.  On  evaporation,  the 
urine  would  yield  the  crystalizations  mentioned  by  the  patient. 
At  times,  she  was  attacked  by  spasmodic  strictures  of  the 
Urethra,  which  would  cause  indescribable  suffering,  and  the 
water  had  to  be  drawn  by  the  catheter.  This  condition  of  the 
bladder  and  urine  seemed  to  follow  the  spasmodic  attacks  of 
nain  in  the  region  of  the  tumor. 

Homoeopathic  remedies  were  effective  only  in  palliating  the 
symptoms;  but,  so  long  as  the  cause  was  there,  they  would 
return. 

In  New  York,  Dr.  Gray  advised  the  taking  large  quantities 
of  sweet  oil,  and  the  discontinuation  of  the  injections,  as  he 
thought  these, would  only  impair  the  contractility  of  the  colon 
without  result.  Dr.  Gray  had  Professor  Carnochan  to  make  an 
examination.  Dr.  Carnochan  examined  the  urine,  also,  and 
looked  for  cancerous  deposits.  Professor  Yan  Buren  also 
examined  the  patient,  and  pronounced  the  tumor  a  displaced 
kidney.  He  advised  no  medical  treatment,  and  recommended 
the  patient  should  go  to  Europe  to  improve  her  general  health. 
Wise  doctor !     It  was  a  very  comfortable  advice  for  himself. 

My  patient  returned  to  me  after  two  months'  absence  in 
New  York,  no  wiser  for  her  investigations.  The  different 
opinions  expressed  by  learned  physicians  made  her  anxious  and 
me  vacillating. 

"  What's  in  a  name?"  A  great  deal,  I  answer;  a  great  deal 
for  good,  and  a  great  deal  for  evil.  I  acknowledge  that  the 
name  and  reputation  of  Professor  Van  Buren,  Professor  Car- 
nochan and  Dr.  Gray  made  me  timid.  The  bold  treatment  I 
had  undertaken  I  discontinued;  and  the  patient  did  not  im- 
prove, although  she  swallowed  with  a  good  grace  twenty-four 
bottles  of  olive  oil. 

The  following  occurrence  and  its  results  confirmed  me  in  the 
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principle  I  always  held,  that  a  man  need  never  relinquish 
opinions  of  his  own  to  those  of  men  whom  he  holds  in  high 
estimation  in  the  very  profession  he  exercises . 

Dr.  Baxter,  XJ.  S.  A.,  hearing  of  the  above  case  through  some 
mutual  friend,  expressed  the  desire  to  see  my  patient,  as  he 
had  known  a  similar  case.  I  allowed  my  patient  to  go  to  him. 
After  an  examination,  he  pronounced  it  a  case  of  unmistakable 
intestinal  concretions — a  case  like  the  one  he  had  known  to  be 
cured  by  systematic  applications  of  dissolvent  enemas,  and  the 
adoption  of  simple  milk  diet.  I  consented  that  my  patient  . 
should  undergo  the  treatment. 

Three  months  after,  I  received  from  my  patient  the  follow- 
ing letter : 

"  Within  three  months  I  have  passed  327  lumps,  clayiah  and 
hard.  I  send  yon  specimens.  [Some  were  as  large  as  an 
English  walnut.]  The  lumps  in  the  box  are  not  the  largest. 
They  have  come  in  masses,  not  singly.  The  fasces  I  passed 
would  resolve  themselves  into  a  kind  of  charcoal  dns't  or  red 
sand.  All  the  sympathetic  symptoms  have  disappeared.  I  have 
no  trouble  with  the  bladder;  the  urine  is  now  normal.  I  have 
no  paroxysms  of  pain ;  no  bad  dreams.  My  skin  is  clear.  I 
am  very  weak,  but  gaining  strength  daily. 

"  For  three  months,  the  only  nourishment  I  have  had  has 
been  three  glasses  of  milk  and  water  a  day ;  no  solids.  Now  I 
take  a  little  beef  tea. 

"I  have  had  no  cathartics;  only  small  doses  of  Stramonium 
or  Ilyosciamus — injections  of  them;  or  suppositories  to  quiet 
pain  or  nervousness.  I  have  been  cupped  and  blistered,  which 
eeem  to  have  assisted  in  starting  those  masses.  The  galvanic 
battery  has  moved  the  large  tumor  in  the  side,  which  is  greatly 
diminished,  and  I  am  now  in  hope  that  the  last  remnant  will 
soon  pass  off." 

This  case  does  not  throw  much  credit  on  me.  Still,  I  confess 
it,  and  give  it  as  an  instance  in  which  pathology  is  indis- 
pensable. 

Would  any  sane  symptom atologist  believe  that  any  attenua- 
tion of  any  Homoeopathic  remedy  could  remove  the  masses  of 
concretions  which  had  thus  formed  and  lodged  themselves  for 
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three  years  within  the  pouches  of  the  intestines?  We  read 
that  the  abuse  of  magnesia,  of  earth,  lime,  oatmeal,  as  in 
Scotland,  and  the  constant  swallowing  of  bits  of  thread  by 
sewing  girls,  have  occasioned  these  Scybala ;  but  how  ?  Not 
toxicologically,  certainly.  Would  the  two-hundrcth  of  mag- 
nesia, chalk,  charcoal,  oatmeal,  or  of  bits  of  thread,  remove 
these  mechanical  obstructions  ?  Symptomanians,  "  key-note  " 
philosophers,  speak ! 

During  the  sitting  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy, 
held  in  St.  Louis  last  year,  I  listened  to  an  address  of  a  physi- 
cian who  pronounced  pathology  as  secondary  to   symptomat- 
ology,  and  quite  unnecessary  in  the  Homoeopathic   practice 
of  therapeutics.      It  pained  me  to   hear  a    gentleman  of  our 
school,  in  one  of  our  professional  and  public  assemblies,  disavow 
the  very  corner-stone  of  medical  science.      O !  Hahnemann  / 
how  didst  thou  get  to  thy  theory  of  Psora?     O!  Borhceve! 
O !  Haller !   O !  Cullen !  O !  Hunter !  O !  Abernethy !  O !  Pinet  f 
O!  Bfoussais!    O!  Hoffman!    O!  Bichat!   O!  Hufeland!    O! 
Bright!   oh!   oh!   oh!  your  life's  devotion  to  physiology  and 
pathology  was  a  mistake.    Your  books  are  an  opprobrium  to 
your  history. 

How  long  would  Homoeopathy  stand  under  such  teachings  ? 
And  yet  every  day  we  meet  men  who  represent  our  school,  who 
express  such  narrow  and  illogical  ideas,  which  lessen  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  scientific  men  in  our  practice. 

If  a  drug  is  proven  by  a  man  of  literary  culture,  will  you  find 
the  symptoms,  as  he  describes  them,  in  the  list  of  symptoms 
given  by  an  illiterate  man  ?  Again,  if  a  drug  is  proven  by 
an  illiterate,  vulgar  man,  will  you  find  his  symptoms  in  the 
list  of  symptoms  given  by  a  refined,  intellectual,  modest,  sick 
woman  ?  And  what  about  young  children  ?  Will  the  longing 
for  candy  or  the  chewing  of  the  thumb  be  a  "key-note?" 
Dismiss  pathology,  and  how  will  you  understand  these  poor 
little  sufferers?  Will  you  rely  upon  the  amount  of  symptoms 
given  by  the  mother,  or  by  the  nurse  ?  The  mother  will  say 
the  child  "screams;"  the  nurse,  if  Irish,  that  it  "yells;"  if  a 
negress,  that  it  "hollers."  If  the  child  starts  at  your  coming 
in,  is  it  nervousness  or  fright  at  vour  ringlets?     The  child 
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becomes  nauseated  while  you  are  caressing  his  little  cheeks,  is 
that  a  gastric  symptom,  or  an  activity  of  his  olfactory,  pro- 
duced by  the  exhalations  of  a  chew  of  tobacco?  The  child 
starts  from  his  sleep,  and  gives  a  scream — did  not  tho  nurse 
tell  the  child  to  go  to  sleep,  else  a  black  old  man  would  come 
and  carry  it  away? 

I  do  not  deny  symptomatology  any  more  than  I  deny  words  ; 
but,  as  thebe  convey  no  meaning  unless  properly  arranged  in 
sentences,  so  the  former  convey  no  meaning  unless  so  skill- 
fully arranged  in  our  mind  as  to  express  a  pathological  con- 
dition. 

Tho  "key-note"  I  do  not  deny,  provided  yon  do  not  select 
the  discordant  note  for  a  key.  Take  the  most  comprehensive— 
the  symptom  expressing  tho  pathological  condition  par  excel- 
lence, and  I  will  follow  your  lead — you  cannot  be  far  from  the 
truth.  The  character  of  a  pain  describes  the  nature  of  the 
disease,  and  then  it  is  a  good  "  key-note."  But,  if  I  have  colic, 
to  take  the  doubling-up  of  my  body  as  a  "key-note,"  is  simple 
absurdity. 

Mental  symptoms  must  be  taken  with  great  reserve.  I  gave 
a  lady  Apis,  200th,  and  she  immediately  declared  that  she 
tasted  the  honey.  A  high-dilutionist  pure  would  have  made  an 
irresistible  note  of  this  fact.  Tho  misfortune  in  this  case,  how- 
ever, is  that  she  tasted  the  honey  after  she  was  told  that  she 
had  taken  the  Apis. 

I  know  people  of  such  ingenious  turn  of  mind  that,  if  I 
should  give  them  a  drug  to  prove,  they  would  fill  a  large 
octavo  volume  with  sensations.  A  lady  told  me  that  she  felt 
as  if  her  "  brain  was  a  block  of  wood."  Upon  my  asking  her  if 
she  could  think  while  she  felt  bo,  she  answered  that  her  "  brain 
was  so  active,  running  like  a  locomotive."  A  block  of  wood 
that  thinks  like  the  running  of  a  locomotive ! !  A  very  com- 
prehensive symptom ! 

Exaggeration  of  language,  incongruity  of  expressions,  should 

not  be  taken  as  "key-notes"  for  the  selection  of  a  remedial 

agent      So,  let  us  not  mount  a  hobby-horse,  and  run  off  to 

catch  the  wind. 

Let  ns  be  moderate,  logical  and  thinking  men.    Let  us  study 
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each  morbid  symptom  in  its  pathological  bearing,  each  recu- 
perative symptom  of  the  vis  medicatrix  naturce.  Let  us  link  to 
these  all  the  sympathetic  symptoms,  and  we  will  have  an 
intelligible  group,  which,  assimilated  by  a  similar  group  of  a 
drug's  symptoms,  we  may  demonstrate  to  the  benefit  of  man- 
kind the  great  and  immortal  law  of  similia  similibus  curantur. 


[For  the  "Western  Homoeopathic  Oberver.] 
STRUMA  V8.  SYCAMORE  BARK. 


A  case  having  come  under  my  observation  in  which  was 
presented  some  important  features  relative  to  the  cure  of  an 
aggravated  form  of  struma,  bordering  upon  tuberculous 
phthisis,  I  am  induced  to  lay  it  before  the  profession,  with 
opinions  appended  concerning  the  means  used,  which  effected 
a  permanent  and  speedy  restoration  to  health. 

Henry  V ,  s&L  nineteen,  of  a  strumous  habit,  had  been 

for  several  years  unable  to  leave  the  house,  from  the  effects  of 
an  ulcer  situated  in  anterior  inferior  part  of  tibia.  This  ulcer 
would  slough  and  heal  alternately,  and  discharge  a  foetid, 
ichorous  matter.  His  appearance  was  cadaverous ;  mind  inac- 
tive ;  tinea  capitis ;  eyes  large,  and  deep  in  sockets ;  constant 
hacking  cough,  which  sounded  deep  within  the  chest,  caver- 
nous; when  walking,  his  spine  assumed  the  form  of  a  bow, 
making  one  think  a  posterior  curvature  existed;  assistance 
was  requisite  to  sustain  him  in  the  semi-upright  position ;  when 
reclining,  this  curvature  did  not  retain  its  form,  or  only  par- 
tially ;  abdomen  sunken ;  internal  fever ;  pulse  ninety-four,  or 
thereabouts;  the  cuticle  presented  a  pale,  ashy  aspect;  and, 
with  what  has  been  enumerated,  we  had  other  concomitants  of 
a  wasting  disease. 

This  was  the  state  of  affairs  at  the  time  the  sycamore  bark 
infusion  was  administered,*,  which  was  in  the  summer  of  186  . 


*  The  dose  wm  not  limited ;  the  patient  had  free  access  to  the  med- 
icine, and  drank  as  much  and  as  often  as  he  desired.  The  bathing 
was  frequent. 
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Said  infusion  was  given  as  a  dernier  ressort  by  the  patient's 
friends  ;  not  that  they  had  confidence  in  it  as  a  curative  agent, 
but  merely  to  palliate  the  morbific  advance.  The  change  was 
radical  from  the  start ,  and,  after  a  thorough  course  of  bathing 
with  and  drinking  this  infusion,  persisted  in  for  one  month,  the 
patient  was  abje  to  leave  the  house  ;  and  now  (April  1st,  1869,) 
he  can  work  at  most  anything,  and  the  disease  is  pronounced 
thoroughly  eradicated  by  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
facts  of  the  case. 

Now,  I  would  ask,  what  was  the  influence  exercised  by  this 
remedy  in  the  case  cited?  Was  its  efficacy  owing  to  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  all  anti-paorics  act?  or  is  there  material  con- 
tained within  the  drug  of  which  we,  as  Homosopatha,  are  not 
cognizant,  whose  mild,  though  apparently  certain,  action  in 
the  eradication  of  struma,  is  worthy  our  special  attention  ? 
The  case  is  not  one  of  isolation.  Empirically  employed  by 
Allopaths,  and  in  domestic  practice,  the  infusion,  taken  inter- 
nally in  quantities  ad  libitum,  and  applied  externally  as  a  wash, 
is  known  to  cure  tinea  capitis  and  strumous  ulcers  of  the  worst 
form.  Its  action  upon  the  blood  may  be  equal  to  Ferrum.  I 
have  every  reason  to  think  ao,  at  least;  but  not  until  its  patho- 
genesis is  demonstrated  by  provings  and  clinical  observations, 
will  we  be  qualified  to  assent  positively  that  such  is  the  case. 
Hannibal,  Missouri,  1st  April,  1S69.  A.  R.  Clement. 


THERAPEUTIC  NOTES  FROM  FOREIGN  JOURNALS. 


Translated  Expressly  for  the  Western  Homceopathlc  Observer. 


Epilepsy. — A  young  lady  was  suffering  for  two  years  from 
epileptic  attacks.  They  -would  almost  invariably  appear  when 
she  played  on  the  piano,  and  she  was  obliged  to  discontinue 
using  the  instrument  altogether.  The  patient  was  apparently 
of  a  healthy  constitution ;  menses  rather  scant,  and  accom- 
panied with  pain  in  the  right  ovary.  There  was,  also,  extreme 
sensitiveness  to  the  touch  of  the  third  cervical  vertebra.  Pre- 
vious to  theBe  attacks,  she  had  paroxysms  of  cardialgia,  and 
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for  several  years,  rheumatism  in  the  right  shoulder.  Bell.,  30, 
was  given  for  a  number  of  days.  The  menses  appearing,  how- 
ever, with  violent  paiu  in  ovary,  Calc.,  30,  had  to  be  substi- 
tuted. One  month  after,  she  had  a  slight  attack.  Bell,  was 
not  repeated.  The  sensitiveness  of  the  vertebrae  had  disap- 
peared. Some  time  after,  pain  in  stomach  of  great  violence 
appeared,  which  passed  away  without  any  medicine ;  but  she 
was  now  taken  with  very  severe  pain  in  the  right  shoulder,  so 
that  she  was  not  able  to  raise  her  arm.  During  four  months 
succeeding,  she  had  no  attack,  and  was  well  in  all  respects, 
attended  balls,  played  on  the  piano  ;  menses  regular  and  pain- 
less. Nine  months  after,  an  epileptic  attack  appeared,  which 
was  of  ten  minutes  duration,  while  she  was  performing  on  the 
piano.  Bell.,  30,  was  given,  and  since  that  time  there  has  been 
no  recurrence.  Dr.  Hayden. 

Epilepsy. — A  lady  had  epileptic  attacks  every  two  weeks, 
preceded  by  molimina  menstruate.  After  every  attack,  she 
had  spasms  of  the  glottis  at  dinner,  which  caused  her  to  vomit. 
Caust..  30th  and  100th,  were  given  during  six  months,  and — up 
to  the  time  of  reporting  this  case — for  four  years  she  has  had 
no  attacks.  The  symptom  of  spasm  of  the  glottis  occurs  at 
long  intervals.  Dr.  Metz. 

Epilepsy. — A  lad  of  fourteen  years  had  from  ten  to  twelve 
epileptic  paroxysms  every  day,  which  greatly  affected  his 
natural  intelligence.  An  examination  revealed  nothing  for  a 
special  diagnosis.  One  dose  Sulph ,  400,  (Jennichen,)  was 
given,  upon  which  the  patient  was  more  agitated,  the  parox- 
ysms were  more  frequent,  and  more  intense.  After  a  week, 
there  was  a  perceptible  improvement ;  he  had  from  four  to  six 
attacks  a  day,  and  these  gradually  lessened,  until  they  ceased 
entirely.  For  four  months  the  health  of  the  patient  has  been 
good.  Dr.  Stens. 

Eclampsia  Inter,  et  Post  Partum. — The  child  was  deliv- 
ered by  an  Allopathic  physician,  with  forceps.  He  applied  a 
large  number  of  leeches  and  compresses  of  ice,  but  the  convul- 
sions did  not  abate.  The  second  day  after  the  confinement, 
the  patient  was  found  iu  a  deep  coma,  the  eyes  staring ;  cya- 
nosis of  the  face;  dropping  down  of  the  lower  jaw;  inability  to 
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swallow  even  fluids.  The  patient  was  a  robnst  and  corpulent 
woman,  and  had  in  her  well  days  frequent  attacks  of  congestion 
to  the  head.  A  few  globs,  of  Bell.,  12,  were  given  dry  on  the 
tongue,  and,  in  two  hoars,  another  dose.  The  effect  of  the 
remedy  began  to  manifest  itself  two  hours  after  the  last  dose. 
She  became  somewhat  animated;  she  improved;  and,  on  the 
next  day,  she  was  discharged  as  well.  Da.  Heyne. 

Tumor  Albub. — Calcar  Phos.,  12,  is  highly  recommended  in 
this  disease.  Ibid. 

Mental  Affections. — A  girl,  nineteen  years  of  age,  had 
palpitation  of  the  heart;  was  tormented  with  fear  and  anxiety. 
Her  face  was  bloated  and  red,  and  there  was  loss  of  appetite. 
She  complained  of  a  sense  of  emptiness  in  at  the  epigastrium, 
as  if  there  was  a  hole  in  the  stomach.  Her  thoughts  were  on 
suicide.  She  had  attempted  to  jump  into  the  Rhine,  and  also 
to  cut  her  throat.  Her  menses  were  regular.  The  treatment 
she  received  in  a  public  institution  had  no  effect.  She  remained 
in  that  condition  for  two  years,  when  Homoeopathic  treatment 
was  sought.  Ignatia,  30,  morning  and  evening;  a  dose,  in 
globs.,  caused,  after  a  few  days,  considerable  amelioration  of 
her  symptoms.  Her  appetite  soon  returned,  and  a  plain  and 
nutritious  diet  was  ordered,  lgnatia  was  continued  and,  in 
three  weeks,  she  was  restored.  A  slight  attack  recurred  after 
some  errors  in  diet,  but  Ignat.  controlled  it  at  once.  The  cure 
is  permanent. 

Case  II. — A  young  man,  paying  tribute  to  Venus  to  great , 
excess,  was  at  the  point  of  being  transported  to  a  lunatic 
asylum.  He  had  a  few  days  previously  cut  his  penis  with  a 
knife  while  in  a  fit  of  desperation.*  Examination  revealed 
considerable  abdominal  congestion  ;  impaired  circulation  of  the 
liver,  the  skin  of  the  face  being  jaundiced.  Sepia,  3,  in 
tritr.;  one  grain,  morning  and  evening,  was  given.  In  ten 
days  the  man  was  well,  and  remained  so.  Several  years  have 
transpired  since. 

Hemic  rani  a. — It  is  sometimes  very  difficult  to  treat  this 
malady  successfully,  because  it  is  so  difficult  to  arrive  at  the 

*The  father,  it  appears,  had  also  been  excessively  licentious. 
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proper  indications  for  the  selection  of  the  remedy.  In  such 
cases,  Nux  Vom.,  1st,  ten  drops  to  four  tablespoonfuls  of  water, 
a  spoonful  morning  and  evening,  should  be  taken  four  or  five 
weeks  in  succession ;  then  omit  for  a  while,  to  be  resumed  in 
the  same  manner.  This  treatment  will  frequently  cure  radi- 
cally the  complaint.  There  are  seldom  any  bad  effects  from 
this  remedy.  Dr.  Heyden  calls  attention  to  Sang,  and  Spig.  in 
hemicrania. 

Occipital  Headache — Occurring  in  a  woman  who  had  been 
treated  months  by  her  Allopathic  medical  advisers  for  some 
disease  of  a  remittent  type,  with  enlargement  of  the  spleen  and 
the  left  ovary.     There  was  loss  of  appetite,  sleeplessness,  with 
considerable  headache.     She  had  most  violent  attacks  of  pain 
in  the  occiput,  which  affected  the  eyes  to  such  a  degree  that 
she  lost  the  sight  of  the  right  eye,  and,  still  later,  that  of  the 
left.     Nothing  abnormal  could  be  seen  by  an  examination  of 
the  eyes.     Petroleum,  4,  four  drops  in  four  spoonfuls  of  water ; 
a  spoonful  to  be  given  hourly.     After  a  few  doses,  the  eye- 
sight returned,  the  severe  pain  in  the  occiput  disappeared,  and 
the  patient  was  able  to  be  about  the  room ;  and  his  improve- 
ment continued,  and  patient  recovered  entirely. 

Case  II. — A  very  violent  occipital  headache  in  a  prostitute, 
which  caused  her  to  act  like  a  maniac,  was  much  relieved  by  a 
few  doses  of  Petrol. ;  and  was  radically  cured  in  a  few  days. 
An  analagous  case,  where  sexual  excitement,  palpitation,  and 
great  anxiety  accompanied  the  occiputal  headache,  was  greatly 
benefited  by  Petrol. 

Scrofulous  Ophthalmia — Where  the  lids  are  much  in- 
flamed, swollen,  and  glued  together,  with  ulceration  of  the 
cornea,  JEepar  Sulph.  is  the  principal  remedy.  Sometimes  it 
will  be  of  benefit  to  alternate  it  with  Merc.  If  there  be  great 
sensitiveness  to  light,  Opium,  3,  as  an  intercurrent,  is  far  more 
beneficial  than  Conium.  For  the  remaining  spots  upon  the 
cornea,  Acid  nitr.,  30th-200th  dil.,  Argent  nitr.  30-200,  and 
Euphrasia,  are  the  remedies.  In  scrofulous  affections  of  chil- 
dren, where  the  eyes  do  not  appear  to  be  much  affected,  though 
they  are  somewhat  injected,  and  inclined  to  be  glued  together, 
with  slight  sensitiveness  to  the  light,  although  there  may  be 
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quite  a  formation  of  pustules  around  the  eyes,  Bulpk.,  3,  will 
cure  these  cases  in  a  short  time,  even  if  they  are  of  long 
standing. 

Fistula  Lachhymalis — Which  frequently  is  mechanically 
treated  without  any  good  result,  finds  in  Staphysagria,  30, 
(a  dose  at  night,)  an  excellent  remedy.  In  a  few  weeks 
the  case  is  frequently  cured.  Staphys.  is  also  highly  recom- 
mended when  the  meibomian  glands  are  much  smaller  and 
indurated  after  the  inflammation  has  subsided. 

Cataract,  Incipient. — Silic.  has  manifested  some  splendid 
actions  in  a  number  of  cases. 

Angina  Tonsillaris — Is  most  effectually  treated  with  Merc, 
3 :  a  dose  morning  and  night. 

Herpes — Which  occur  after  erysipelas,  or  during  an  attack 
of  the  same,  where  there  are  small  pustules  filled  with  a 
greenish  yellow  fluid,  are  cured  with  Rhus  tox.,  1,  four  drops 
to  four  spoonfuls  of  water;  a  spoonful  every  morning  and 
night. 

Tuberculous  Catarrh — With  symptoms  of  phthisis,  where 
ulceration  of  the  intestines,  with  diarrhoea,  is  presentj  and  vio- 
lent cough  night  and  day,  with  or  without  bloody  expectora- 
tion, loss  of  appetite,  night  sweats,  pale  ears,  great  prostration, 
etc.,  is  best  relieved  by  Kali  earb.,  30;  one  dose  every  week, 
followed  in  some  cases  by  Kali  curb.,  200. 

Hemorrhoids  of  the  Bladder. — There  are  cases  of  hemor- 
rhoidal conditions,  where  the  bleeding  from  the  anus  ceaaos, 
and  the  most  violent  hemorrhages  appear  from  the  bladder. 
This  is  a  most  painful  affection.  Pulsatilla,  which  was  indi- 
cated, gave  only  temporary  relief,  and,  finally,  none  at  all.  In 
one  such  case,  Calekieum,  1,  every  hour,  removed  the  distressing 
complaint  in  from  one  to  two  days;  while  formerly  the  severe 
suffering  continued  for  eight  days.  Stens. 

In  cases  of  bloody  urine,  where  the  patient  was  previously 
affected  with  bleeding  hiemorrhoides,  Cannabis  has  arrested 
the  bleeding.— Metz. — [Allg.  Horn.  Zeitg.,  bd.  77,  Nos.  8,  9 
and  10.  J. 
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AMPUTATING  AT  THE  KNEE. 


In  early  ages,  it  was  considered  almost  certain  death  to  open 
any  of  the  large  articulations,  and  a  wound  extending  into  any 
of  the  joints  was  generally  sure  to  produce  stiffness,  and  use- 
lessness  of  the  part.  At  the  present  day,  experiment  and 
statistics  have  proved  the  above  opinions  to  be,  to  a  great  de- 
gree, incorrect.  The  former,  by  cases  collected  by  Dr.  Markoe, 
of  New  York,  and  the  Academy  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  of 
Paris;  the  latter,  by  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  who  in  his  essays  on 
wounds  and  injuries  of  joints,  has,  by  his  reasoning,  and  an 
abundant  number  of  cases,  clearly  illustrated  that  the  opinion 
of  the  older  writers  on  the  subjects  were  fallacious. 

To  Fabricus  Hildanus,  is  ascribed  the  credit  of  first  calling 
the  attention  of  the  Profession  to  amputation  at  the  knee,  but 
like  many  other  operations  and  medicines,  it  attracted  for  a 
while,  then  fell  into  disrepute  on  account  of  the  then  prevalent 
idea  of  the  great  hazard  of  the  undertaking. 

-  Since  resections  and  exsections  have  come  within  the  arena 
of  Surgery,  the  impression  concerning  the  danger  of  exposing 
joints,  or  cutting  off  articulating  surfaces  has  begun  to  die  out, 
and  the  old,  and  almost  forgotten  operation  of  Fabricus  Hild- 
anus, has  received  new  life,  and  promises,  after  many  years  of 
apparent  neglect,  to  be  again  adopted.  The  rule  of  Surgery  is 
thus  laid  down  :  "That  it  is  better  to  disarticulate  at  the  knee 
than  to  amputate  higher  up. " 

The  French  Academy,  during  the  past  fifteen  years,  have 
been  collecting  statistics  in  regard  to  this  operation,  and, 
although,  I  do  not  know  the  exact  rate  of  mortality,  I  have  been 
told  by  Dr.  Saumanier,  that  they  now  consider  it  perfectly 
safe,  and  advise  all  operations  to  be  performed  at  the  knee. 
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rather  than  above  it.  The  statistics  of  which  I  speak,  were 
not  only  collected  at  the  hospitals  of  Paris,  or  other  cities  in 
France,  but  in  the  hospitals  on  their  colonial  possessions.  Thus 
in  the  West  Indies,  where  the  danger  is  great  from  sloughing, 
or  from  insects,  and  where  slight  accidents  of  the  bones  are  fol- 
lowed by  disease,  the  Surgeons  have  carefully  recorded  their 
cases,  and  transmitted  them  to  the  Bureau  in  Paris.  It  is  the 
same  with  the  hospitals  on  the  Isle  of  Bourbon,  and  in  South 
America ;  so  not  only  have  we  a  mere  table  of  cases  from  one 
district,  but  from  almost  all  latitudes  on  the  globe.  In  company 
with  the  Surgeons  in  charge  of  the  Charity  Hospital,  of  Gauda- 
loupe,  West  Indies,  I  visited  this  institution  ;  it  was  their  day 
for  operating.  A  number  of  cases  were  presented,  among  them 
one  affected  with  eliphantiasis — the  enormous  growth  extend- 
ing froTi  the  toes  to  within  an  inch  of  the  tuberosity  of  the 
tibia,  the  leg  being  in  diameter  about  ten  inches,  a  case  of  usual 
occurrence  ou  this  Island.  Amputation  was  considered  neces- 
sary on  account  of  the  sloughing  of  the  soft  parts  of  both  the 
plantar  and  dorsal  surfaces  of  the  foot.  From  courtesy,  they 
requested  that  I  would  operate,  and  at  the  knee,  according  to 
their  custom,  by  the  circular  method;  which  they  affirmed  in 
their  tropical  atmosphere,  was  followed  by  far  better  results 
than  either  the  flap  or  semi-lunar. 

The  cut  was  made  at  the  superior  edge  of  the  tuberosity  of 
the  tibia,  completely  encircling  the  teg,  the  flap  then  dissected 
up  to  the  condyles  of  the  femur,  the  patella  removed  and  disar- 
ticulation effected  by  the  point  of  the  knife.  After  tying  the 
arteries,  cold  water  was  applied  to  the  stump  until  all  hemor- 
rhage ceased.  The  surfaces  of  the  wound  were  then  exposed  to 
the  air  until  glased,  when  their  edges  were  brought  together, 
with  wire  sutures,  assisted  by  adhesive  straps  to  make  their  ap- 
proximation more  complete.  A  maltese  cross,  the  centre  perfo- 
rated with  numerous  holes  and  well  oiled  waB  then  applied; 
the  perforations,  allowing  free  exit  to  the  discharges,  and  the 
oil  preventing  adhesion  to  the  stump— an  old  cloth,  wet  with 
water  was  laid  over  the  stump,  and  a  loose  bandage  completed 
the  dressings.  On  the  third  day  it  is  their  custom  to  remove 
the  dressings,  unless  hem  or  huge  or  other  unfavorable  symptoms 
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occur.  As  I  had  to  leave  the  Island  the  next  day,  I  did  not 
learn  the  result  until  six  months  had  elapsed,  when  the  Doctor 
wrote  me  that  the  recovery  had  been  good,  and  the  patient  was 
walking  about  on  crutches,  the  stump  well  covered  and  better 
adapted  to  an  artificial  leg  than  if  it  had  been  taken  off  higher 
up.  The  patient  was  an  Indiaman,  had  been  living  on  the  Is- 
land four  years. 

The  cases  published  by  Dr.  Markoe,  are  found  in  the  New 
York  Medical  Journal,  most  of  them  being  the  result  of  acci- 
dents by  machinery  and  railroad  cars ;  out  of  fifty-one  cases, 
thirty-nine  were  the  result  of  injury,  and  of  these  twenty,  or 
more  than  fifty  per  cent.  died.  The  other  twelve  were  necessi- 
tated by  disease  involving  the  bones  and  tissues.  Of  these,  ten 
died,  or  about  seventeen  per  cent.,  making  for  all  the  cases  a 
rate  of  mortality  of  about  thirty-four  per  cent.  This  may  be 
considered  very  successful,  when  we  consider  the  accidents 
which  produce  such  severe  shocks  on  the  nervous  system,  as 
almost  at  times  to  deprive  the  patient  of  that  reactionary  power 
so  necessary  to  life.  The  statistics  of  the  Paris  surgeons,  ex- 
ceed the  rate  of  mortality  recorded  above,  and  I  believe  it  has 
been  the  case  very  often,  that  our  rates  of  mortality  are  less 
than  those  of  European  surgeons.  Some  writers  object  to  this 
operation  on  account  of  the  large  condyles  of  the  femur  being 
so  prominont  as  to  prevent  the  Surgeon  from  getting  a  suffi- 
ciency of  vital  tissue  to  form  a  good  stump,  but  whon  we  con- 
sider and  examine  the  best  healed,  the  most  serviceable,  and 
those  stumps  best  adapted  to  artificial  legs — we  will  find  those 
to  be  the  best  that  have  but  a  thin  layer  of  condensed  areolar 
tissue  interposed  between  the  skii  and  the  bone. 

Another  great  objection,  and  the  one  that  has  proved  a  barrier 
to  the  successful  adoption  of  this  operation,  is  the  great  size  of 
the  joint  or  articulating  surface  exposed.  To  this  objection  we 
can  only  compare  it  to  the  operation  of  disarticulating  a  finger, 
either  a  phalangeal  articulation,  or  a  meta-carpo-phalangeal — 
in  either  of  these  no  bad  results  follow,  in  fact  it  is  better  to 
disarticulate,  than  to  saw  off  a  phalangeal  bone  where  no  use 
can  be  made  of  the  remaining  portion. 

Let  us  look  for  a  moment  at  the  results  of  a  disarticulated 
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finger.  In  the  first  place  we  have  both  the  outer  and  inner  aide 
of  the  phalangeal  prominences  of  bone,  resembling  the  condyles  of 
the  femur,  yet  when  we  examine  a  stump  operated  on,  it  is 
smooth  and  these  prominences,  by  the  absorbents  have,  in  a 
great  measure,  been  removed.  In  the  same  manner  nature  re- 
moves to  the  same  degree  the  prominent  condyles  of  the  femur. 
No  inflammation,  more  than  is  necessary  for  the  healing  process 
occurs.  Again  we  have  the  operation  of  Syme,  as  modified  by 
Perigoff,  at  the  ankle  joint;  in  this  operation  we  h&ve  the  joint 
exposed,  part  of  the  articular  cartilage  removed,  and  the  divided 
os  calcis  brought  up  to  form  the  cushion  of  the  heel.  The  rate  of 
mortality  as  far  as  ascertained  in  these  operations  is  as  small 
as  those  performed  on  the  foot.  I  mention  these  operations  to 
show  that  in  exposing  a  joint,  we  have  no  more  danger  to  en- 
counter than  if  the  bone  wa*  sawed  off  near  the  same  point. 

It  is  claimed  for  this  operation,  first,  that  there  is  not  so  great 
a  shock  to  the  nervous  system,  neither  is  there  such  a  demand 
upon  its  reparative  power,  when  compared  to  amputations 
above  the  knee. 

Second.  There  being  no  muscles  severed  voluntary  motion  is 
not  prevented,  nor  is  it  painful,  neither  can  there  be  any  re- 
traction by  which  the  onds  of  the  bone  may  become  uncovered. 

Third.  The  bone  being  left  intact,  all  troublesome  accidents 
likely  to  follow  exposure  of  the  medullary  canal  or  injury  by  the 
saw,  such  as  necrosis,  osteo  myelitis,  and  pyemia  are  avoided. 

Fourth.  The  stump  is  better  adapted  to  an  artificial  leg,  is 
more  serviceable,  and  bears  the  weight  of  the  body  with  ease, 
having  a  broader  base  than  when  amputated  higher  up. 

There  arc  three  different  methods  of  performing  the  opera- 
tion, suited  to  the  state  of  the  atmosphere  and  condition  of  the 
patient — they  are  the  circular,  eemi-lunar  and  posterior  flap. 
In  the  circular  operation  or  cuff,  the  knife  is  carried  aroucd 
the  leg  at  the  superior  part  of  the  tuberosity  of  the  tibia,  down 
to  the  muscles,  care  being  taken  that  the  cut  is  at  a  uniform 
distance  from  the  articulations,  this  is  dissected  from  the  sub- 
jacent parts,  taking  only  the  fascia  and  turned  up  by  dissec- 
tion like  the  cuff  of  a  coat,  until  it  is  brought  on  a  line  with 
the  condyles  of  the  femur.     The  patella   is  then   cut  off  and 
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disarticulation  effected  with  the  point  of  the  knife.     This  ope- 
ration is  almost  exclusively  adopted  in  warm  climates,  -where 
very  profuse  suppuration  frequently  occurs,  either  in  this  ope- 
ration or  in  any  other,  about  the  extremities.     In  the  semi-lu- 
nar operation  or  anterior,  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  the  large 
flap  is  taken  from  the  anterior  part  of  the  limb,  the  small  one 
from  the  posterior  including  a  portion  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
gastrocnemius    muscle — the  first  cut   is  made  across  the  fbre 
part  of  the  leg,  just    above  the  tuberosity  of  the   tibia,    in  a 
semi-lunar  direction  from  one  hamstring  to  the   other.     This 
flap  is  then  dissected  up  to  the  articulation,  care  being  taken  to 
include  the  patella,  which  is  retained — disarticulation  is  then 
effected,  and  the  posterior  flap,  which  includes  part  of  the  gas- 
trocnemus  is  made  from  before  backwards.     One  great  advan- 
tage in  this  operation  is  that  it  allows  free  exit  to  the  discharge, 
the  approximation  of  the  edges  of  the  wound  being  in  a  depen- 
dent position.     The  patella  being  retained  gives  an  additional 
advantage  by  making  the  stump  rounded  and  smooth 

In  the  posterior  operation  the  principal  and  only  flap  is  made 
from  the  calf  of  the  leg.  The  operation  is  begun  by  drawing 
the  knife  from  the  part  of  one  condyle  of  the  femur  to  the  other, 
down  to  the  bono,  this  is  then  dissected  off  the  patella  to  the  su- 
perior part  of  that  bone,  when  it  is  detached  from  the  ligaments 
and  left  on  the  tibia,  disarticulation  is  then  effected,  and  the 
knife  carried  from  within  outwards,  making  a  sufficient  flap 
from  the  muscles  of  the  calf  to  cover  the  stump.  In  this  ope- 
ration there  is  no  chance  for  the  escape  of  pus,  unless  the  limb 
is  kept  in  a  dependent  position,  whi^h  would  be  hazardous^  and 
render  the  patient  restless  on  account  of  pain.  It  should  only 
be  performed  when  by  accident  or  disease  there  could  be  no 
other  way  to  form  a  sufficient  flap  to  cover  the  denuded  bone. 

Another  operation,  not  described  in  the  books  on  surgery  of 
the  present  day,  is  that  by  which  only  one  flap  is  made.  This  is 
similar  to  what  is  called  the  semi-lunar  method,  with  this  ex- 
ception, there  is  no  posterior  flap.  The  semi-lunar  form  at  the 
anterior  extremity  of  this  flap  corresponds  to  a  semi-lunar  cut, 
made  with  its  convexity  directed  upwards  and  extending  from 
the  inner  side  of  one  hamstring  muscle  to  the  other.     The  ope- 
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ration  is  performed  in  this  maimer,  commencing  at  the  inner  side 
of  the  outer  hamstring  muscle,  on  a  line  with  the  condyles  of 
the  femur — the  knife  is  carried  upwards,  then  downwards  to  the 
lower  border  of  the  tuberosity  of  the  tibia,  then  around  this  in  a 
semi-lunar  manner,  and  back  on  the  other  side,  terminating  the 
incison  at  the  point  of  starting,  and  making  the  incision  from 
the  inner  to  the  outer  hamstring  of  a  semi-lunar  shape  to  cor- 
respond in  size  with  the  anterior  extremity.  This  is  then  dis- 
sected up  to  the  condyles,  the  patella  cut  loose  from  its  ligament 
and  left  on  the  tibia,  and  the  leg  disarticulated.  If  the  incisions 
are  made  properly  the  anterior  part  of  the  flap  will  fit  exactly 
with  the  semi-lunar  cut  in  the  poplitial  space.  One  thing  is  neces- 
sary to  mention,  that  only  the  skin  a  fascia  compose  the  flap. 

This  operation  affords  an  excellent  stump,  and  the  dependent 
position  in  which  the  flap  is  fastened  will  afford  an  excellent 
outlet  for  the  discharges.  Willara 


RESECTION   OF    THE   SUPERIOR   MAXILLA. 

BY  ALFRED  E.  BEIS3,  M.  D. — VIENNA,  AUSTRIA. 

Having  had  occasion  to  witness  three  instructive  cases  of 
resection  of  this  bone,  I  propose  giving  some  particulars  of  this 
operation,  at  it  may  be  of  interest  to  some  of  the  readers  of 
this  journal. 

The  operations  in  question  were  performed  at  the  Vienna 
"KaiB.  Kon.  ADgemeine  Kranken  Haus,"  which  institution,  by 
the  by,  is  the  corner  stone  of  the  "Regulars"  in  Austria. 

The  opportunity  of  performing  this  operation  does  not  often 
present,  even  to  the  be8t  and  most  renowned  surgeons.  The 
pathological  alterations  occurring  in  this  bone  are  seldom  such 
aa  demand  resection,  other  things  being  equal. 

The  prevalent  opinion  that  the  hemorrhage  is  so  enormous, 
Bid  the  difficulty  of  controlling  the  bleeding  so  great,  does  not, 
as  a  rule,  hold  good.  In  the  cases  above  alluded  to,  the  bleed- 
ing was  controlled  with  comparative  ease. 
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Experience  has  proven  the  hemorrhage  to  be  moeh  leas  than 
might  be  anticipated,  taking  into  consideration  the  anatomical 
labyrinth  of  the  part*  concerned,  and  the  many  other  attendant 
circumstancei*  brought  to  bear  upon  this  operation. 

After  the  larger  arteries  have  been  controlled,  the  oozing 
from  the  bony  meshes  and  soft  tisanes  remains  to  demand  oar 
attention.  This  is  easily  arrested,  by  the  application  of  only 
an  iced  stream  of  water. 

The  intensity  of  the  cold  need  not  be  very  great,  as  these 
tissues  are  very  susceptible  to  impression — being  lese  subjected 
to  the  changes  of  temperature  by  topical  applications  than  other 
parts  of  the  body.  As,  therefore,  these  parts  are  more  easily 
impressed,  it  follows  that  a  moderate  degree  of  cold  easily  closes 
the  minuto  orifices  of  the  vessels,  which  closure,  once  estab- 
lished, docs  not  easily  yield  to  the  vis  a  tergo  after  reaction  has 
set  in.  The  thrombus  is  generally  quite  well  formed  at  the 
mouth  of  the  vessels  at  the  period  of  reaction,  and  is  powerful 
enough  to  withstand  the  pressure  produced  by  the  circulating 
fluid.  Should,  however,  this  application  prove  useless,  it  is  time 
enough  to  apply  some  styptic  to  the  wound. 

A  constant  and  dangerous  complication,  during  the  perform- 
ance of  this  operation,  is  the  mechanical  obstructions  of  the  air 
passages  by  the  blood.  This  blood  coagulates,  consequently 
forming  (if  I  may  use  the  term)  thrombus  of  the  air  passages, 
causing  danger  of  suffocation.  Indeed,  Langenbeck  lost  two 
cases  from  this  cause,  although  he  gave  his  patiente  the  benefit 
of  larnyngotomy. 

It  is  an  unpleasant  duty  to  put  the  patients  under  chloroform, 
for  it  renders  them  unable  to  cough  up  the  blood,  that  gains 
access  to  the  air  tube ;  yet,  without  chloroform,  what  patient 
would  submit  to  such  a  painful  and  lengthened  operation?  To 
obviate  these  dangers,  the  patient  is  placed  in  a  position  to  pre- 
vent the  blood  from  flowing  into  the  air  passages. 

He  is  seated  in  a  high  chair  and  strapped  to  it,  with  a  band 
passing  simultaneously  around  the  patient's  abdomen  and  the 
back  of  the  chair;  chloroform  U  then  administered.  The  head 
of  the  patient  is  now  held  forward  by  an  assistant,  and  the 
operation  begins,     Thi*  throwing  forward  of  the  head  gives  the 
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blood  free  access  from  the  buccal  cavity.  With  this  condition 
of  things  only  a  very  small  quantity  of  blood  can  flow  into  the 
larynx.  This  position  also  secures  the  patient  an  easier  res- 
piration than  with  the  head  held  backward,  which  was  the  usual 
method. 

It  is  wonderful  to  note  the  case  with  which  the  three  patients 
overcame  the  consequences  of  such  severe  operation  as  the 
excision  of  the  upper  jaw.  I  have  inquired  into  the  nature  of 
some  other  cases  operated  upon  here,  and  find  their  termination 
as  favorable  as  of  those  which  I  have  observed. 

Now  to  one  of  these,  more  in  detail:  In  July,  18C8,  a  man  of 
forty-five,  choleric  temperament,  stoutly  built,  but  very  emacia- 
ted, with  a  dirty  yellowish  color  of  the  face,  came  to  the  clinic, 
asking  advice.  Upon  examination  a  carcinomatous  degenera- 
tion was  found,  involving  the  soft  tissues  and  bone  of  the  floor 
of  the  right  nasal  cavity,  including  the  remaining  portion  of  the 
right  upper  maxillary  with  its  soft  tissues,  not  excluding  the 
"orbital  plate.  The  right  cheek  was  wholly  intact,  and  did  not 
partake  in  the  least  of  the  diseased  action.  Some  of  the  glands 
were  slightly  infiltrated.  The  discharge  from  the  ulcerated  sur- 
face had  a  horribly  fceted  odor,  and  partially  continued  to  flow 
down  the  posterior  nares,  causing  the  patient  to  sp'it  constantly. 
The  appetite  had  failed  long  since.  In  a  word,  the  patient  pre- 
sented the  regular  cancer  habitus. 

Bather  than  die  in  this  miserable  condition,  ho  consented  to 
be  operated  upon,  as  dernier  resort.  The  prognosis  then  given 
him  was  unfavorable.  However,  the  cheek  being  intact,  the 
transverse  facial  cut  was  made.  The  attachments  of  the  soft 
tissues  were  separated  from  the  right  sup.  maxillary  to  its  orbi- 
tal border  of  the  bone.  The  whole  right  sup.  maxillary  was 
then  separated  from  its  attachments  and  taken  out,  including 
the  orbital  plate,  leaving  most  of  the  soft  palate  intact,  as  the 
greater  portion  was  not  implicated  in  the  diseased  action. 

All  that  could  be  seen  outwardly  was  the  cut  extending  from 
the  angle  of  the  mouth  backwards  and  parallel  with  the  mouth. 
In  the  cavity  the  bulbus  was  suspended  by  the  three  remaining 
attachments  to  the  orbit,  the  orbital  plate  having  been  removed. 

The  septum  nasi  was  intact.     The  wound  in  the  cavity  was 
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washed  twice  daily  with  kali  hypermanganicum,  one  to  ten.  The 
cheek  cut  healed  per primum,  leaving  a  slight  paralysis.  On  the 
first  day  the  cellular  tissues  of  the  eye  became  (Edematous  and 
suppuration  of  the  wound  in  the  cavity  began  to  set  in;  on  the 
second  day  the  patient  began  to  have  high  fever,  for  which 
Quinin  was  given.  The  kali  applied  as  before.  On  the  seventh 
day  the  fever  began  to  abate,  and  suppuration  was  perceptibly 
less.  From  day  to  day  the  patient  improved,  and  left  the  hospi- 
tal in  less  than  four  weeks. 

Finally,  the  movements  of  the  eye  were  quite  fully  under 
control,  and  the  paralysis  was  almost  imperceptible.  Of  course 
the  patient  is  not  secured  from  a  relapse,  but  till  then  he  enjoys 
life  and  has  not,  as  before,  a  hell  on  earth. 


REMOVAL  OF  THE  SUPERIOR  MAXILLARY  AND  TURBINATED 

BONES. 


BY   WM.  TOD.   HELMUTH,    M.  D. 


The  case  which  I  have  to  report  is  one  of  peculiar  interest, 
and  one  presenting  some  points  for  careful  consideration,  not 
only  on  account  of  the  disease  for  which  the  operation  was  per- 
formed, but  also  in  the  apparently  rapid  recovery  of  the  pa- 
tient. 

Joseph  Vogl,  age  49,  entered  the  Good  Samaritan  Hospital 
at  my  suggestion  on  account  of  a  peculiar  tumor  involving  the 
upper  jaw  of  the  right  side,  extending  forwards  and  downwards 
into  the  mouth,  forcing  forward  the  alveoli  and  the  teeth  con- 
tained therein,  and  growing,  according  to  the  statement  of  both 
the  patient  and  his  wife,  with  amazing  rapidity.  The  tumor  was 
turned  toward  the  leftside,and  the  lower  eye-lid  drawn  somewhat 
downwards.  The  mass  that  could  be  seen  by  drawing  the  cheek 
aside,  resembled  in  many  respects  the  gum  from  which  it  ap- 
peared to  grow,  never  bled  excepting  after  severe  handling  and 
then  but  slightly  ;  had  a  peculiar  odor,  but  not  that  which  be- 
longs to  encephaloid  disease,  and  appeared  to  involve  the  whole 
bone,  excepting  the  orbital  pi**«  ovt.miding upward  to  the  artic- 
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ulatiun  of  the  nasal  bones.  The  patient's  health  was  rapidly 
failing,  and  I  advised  an  immediate  operation  so  soon  as  the 
system  could  sustain  the  shock. 

The  diagnosis  was  difficult  to  make  out.  There  was  an  ab- 
sence of  symptoms  which  generally  belong  to  malignant  tumor, 
and  that  part  of  the  growth  which  was  capable  of  being  exam- 
ined, presented  many  appearances  of  epulis.  My  first  impres- 
sion was  that  it  was  the  latter  named  disease,  but  in  reading 
over  "The  Surgical  Observations"  of  John  Mason  Warren,  I 
recollected  a  passage  which  I  think  led  to  the  correct  diagnosis 
of  this  case.  The  lines  wereasfollows,  p. 64:  "Myeloid tumors 
in  the  jaw  are  rare,  and  at  a  late  stage  of  their  existence  are 
often  distinguished  with  difficulty  from  that  external  affection 
called  epulis." 

Further  research  justified  the  opinion,  and  the  examination 
of  the  diseased  mass  since  its  removal  has  put  the  qnestion  be- 
yond doubt. 

The  question  as  to  the  malignancy  of  the  tumor  was  first  to 
be  considered,  and  many  of  the  features  which  I  have  fouud  to 
belong  to  the  BO-called  heterologous  growths  were  absent.  Thus 
there  was  entire  absence  of  hemorrhage;  lack  of  proness  to  ulce- 
ration, which  is  very  characteristic  to  malignant  formations, 
together  with  the  appearance  presented  by  those  parts  which 
conld  be  examined,  (which  in  homologous  growths,  is  as  a  rule, 
similar  to  some  of  the  textures  of  the  body  on  which  the  forma- 
tion is  found)  and  the  healthy  appearance  of  the  integument 
covering  the  mass.  On  the  other  hand  there  was  an  amaziug 
rapidity  of  growth,  some  foetor,  general  depression  of  vitality, 
and  other  symptoms  which  were  of  serious  import.  Now,  a 
myeloid  tumor  is  one  which  in  appearance  resembles,  after 
slight  maceration,  common  suet.  The  growths  generally  occur 
in  bones  and  in  cancellated  structure;  on  section  they  present 
reddish  or  even  purple  spots  in  their  texture,  and  present  a  sim- 
ilar external  appearance  to  epulis.  According  to  Mr.  Paget,  "they 
grow  slowly  and  without  pain ;  generally  commence  without 
any  known  cause,  such  as  injury  or  hereditary  pre-dispoaition ; 
bear  considerable  injury  without  becoming  exuberant,  they  are 
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not  apt  to  recur  after  complete  removal,  nor  have  they  in  gen- 
eral any  features  of  malignant  disease." 

Dr.  Gross  differs  somewhat  in  his  opinion  regarding  these 
growths,  and  his  words  are  so  expressive  that  I  shall  quote 
them.  He  states  "that  the  myeloid  tumor  is  rather  rapid  in 
its  growth,  occurs  in  both  sexes  at  different  periods  of  life, 
but  more  commonly  in  the  young  and  middle  aged  than  in  the 
old,  and  is  capable  of  attaining  considerable  bulk.  From  its 
tendency  to  destroy  the  structures  in  which  it  is  developed 
and  from  the  fact  that  it  occasionally  displays  a  malignant 
tendency,  recurring  after  extirpation  and  ultimately  causing 
death,  there  is  strong  reason  to  conclude  that  they  are 
merely  a  modified  form  encephaloid  or  fibro  plastic  growth. 
Nevertheless,  in  the  existing  state  of  science  we  are  not 
warranted  in  expressing  a  very  positive  opinion  regarding 
the  true  nature  of  the  disease."  These  remarks  are  very 
applicable  to  the  case  in  question,  and  the  appearance  of 
several  fibrous  polypi  attached  to  the  nasal  bones  would  ap- 
pear to  demonstrate  the  filro  plastic  nature  of  the  diseases,  with 
a  tendency  to  degeneration.  After  a  careful  consideration  of 
the  facts  and  some  research  as  to  the  advisability  of  the  opera- 
tion, I  felt  myself  justified  in  removing  the  bone. 

On  the  13th  day  of  March,  at  the  hospital,  assisted  by  Drs. 
Comstock,  Franklin,  Vastine,  Morrell,  Shaver,  Luyties,  and  a 
number  of  students,  the  operation  was  thus  performed. 

The  patient  was  laid  upon  a  bed  with  his  shoulders  and  head 
elevated,  and  the  affected  side  towards  a  good  light.  This  is 
the  position  advised  by  Dr.  Cro*s,  and  really  insisted  on,  but  1 
am  persuaded  that  the  upright  position  in  a  stout  chair  is  a 
better  posture,  preventing  the  flow  of  blood  into  the  fauces. 
After  this  the  patient  was  thoroughly  brought  under  the  anaes- 
thetic influence,  and  an  incision  was  commenced  at  the  angle  of 
the  mouth  and  carried  around  the  cheek  to  the  zygomatic  arch ;  a 
second  cut  was  then  made  parallel  to  the  border  of  the  lower 
lid,  to  the  lateral  margin  of  the  nasal  bone  of  the  right  side  and 
the  flap  dissected  up.  The  zygomatic  arch  was  then  divided, 
partly  with  the  saw  and  partly  with  the  bone  pliers.  The  mass 
was  then  separated  from  the  orbit,  and  the   division  effected 
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through  the  palate  with  the  pliers.  By  seizing  the  tumor  with 
Fergussen's  forceps,  and  depressing  it,  the  tumor  was  taken 
away.  Parts  of  it,  however,  were  found  adhering  to  the  under 
surface  of  the  nasal  bones,  and  the  growth  had  invaded  the 
left  alveolar  processes.  This  was  cut  away  with  pliers,  and  sev- 
eral polypi,  one  of  them  quite  large,  was  removed  from  the  up- 
per part  of  the  wound.  The  appearance  presented  by  the 
wound  was  rather  revolting,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of 
blood  was  lostduring  the  operation,  though  there  were  but  three 
vessels  (the  largest  being  the  internal  maxillary)  which  required 
ligature.  I  was  in  considerable  doubt  whether  the  patient 
would  survive  the  operation.  The  wound  was  brought  together 
by  several  points  of  suture  and  the  patient  put  to  bed. 

5  o'clock  P.  M. — Had  vomited  much ;  large  coagula  in  the 
vessel ;  feeble  pulse,  but  quite  conscious — ordered  moderate 
stimulis  and  a  grain  of  opium  at  night. 

14th. — Better,  great  pallor  of  countenance,  no  more  vomit- 
ing, passed  a  fair  night — applied  Staphys  in  solution,  1  part  to 
10  to  the  wound  |  beef  tea  three  times  daily. 

15th. — Some  gaping  of  the  wound  under  the  eye ;  removed 
two  silk  sutures  and  applied  silver  ones;  generous  diet. 

20th. — Removed  all  the  sutures,  suppuration  within  the  mouth, 
ordered  injections  of  calendula  and  waier,  fed  the  patieut  well. 
He  is  sitting  up,  good  action  from  bowels. 

23d. — Wound  healing,  excepting  beneath  the  eye,  pared  these 
edges  and  introduced  two  hare-lip  pins. 

28th. — Immense  swelling  of  parotid  with  redness  of  the  part, 
healing  process  apparently  arrested  by  diseased  action  else- 
where. Merc  prot.,  ii.,  treat  every  two  hours,  removed  all  wet 
dressings,  put  the  patient  on  half  diet,  continued  the  injections 
of  calendula. 

29th. — Redness  subsiding,  but  neither  the  swelling  or  hard- 
ness of  parotid  abating.     Baryta  carb,  3d.  three  grains  every 
three  hours.    Diet  same. 
30th. — Swelling  and  pain  abating.    Continued  treatment. 
April  6th. — Improving.     From   this    date  the    patient   im- 
proved, had  an  excellent  appetite,  there  is  comparatively  little 
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deformity,  and  he  left  the  house  about  the  middle  of  the  month 
with  every  prospect  of  present  recovery. 

May  21st. — Visited  me  to-day.  There  is  as  yet  no  tendency 
to  re-appearance  of  the  disease,  and  he  is  now  doing  his  daily 
work.  I  am  quite  anxious  to  see  whether  the  disease  will  re- 
turn, but  at  all  events  I  am  satisfied  that  his  life  has  been  pro- 
longed by  the  operation.  An  examination  of  the  tumor  shows 
its  peculiar  "marrowy"  or  "suet-like"  character.  The  purplish 
spots  on  its  interior,  and  a  destruction  of  much  of  the  bone  oa 
which  it  was  seated  indicate  it  as  myeloid. 


CASE  OF  TUMOR  OF  SUPERIOR  MAXILLA  OF  THREE  YEARS 
STANDING. 


Willie  G.  B.,  aged  16. — Nearly  three  years  ago  the  left  nostril 
commenced  to  bleed,  with  a  feeling  of  weight  and  staffing  in  the 
nose;  the  haemorrhage  would  take  place  several  times  per  day, 
losing  an  ounce  or  so  of  blood  each  time.  This  symptom  con- 
tinued a  week  or  so,  when  it  was  noticed  the  cheek  upon  that 
side  commenced  to  bulge  out  slightly,  and  as  the  haemorrhage 
became  less  frequent  the  cheek  grew  larger,  the  eye  also  began 
to  protrude,  and  the  inner  side  of  jaw  began  to  be  encroached 
upon.  At  this  time  an  Allopath  was  consulted,  who  called  the 
disease  "enlargement  of  the  jaw  bone." 

Treatment  was  commenced  with  iod.  potass  and  sassap,  as 
alteratives,  with  the  local  application  of  cold  water  and  iodine 
with  friction.  No  benefit  was  derived,  and  he  was  first  taken 
to  Pittsburgh  and  examined  by  several  Allopathic  celebrities; 
several  molar  teeth  were  extracted  and  the  alveolar  process 
probed;  medicine  was  prescribed,  and  he  camo  home,  having 
experienced  no  benefit  whatever  from  the  treatment;  he  was 
taken  to  the  city  again,  and  an  operation  was  advised  as  the 
only  resource,  but  the  patient  would  not  consent.  The  disease 
still  increased  until  that  side  of  the  face  became  very  much 
deformed.  The  left  eye  now  protrudes,  the  lower  lid  is  everted 
and  looks  raw  and  red,  the  nasal  fossa  is  closed,  and  a  slight 
yellowish  foetid  discharge  takes  place;  the  palate  bone   is  en- 
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crouched  upon  and  he  cannot  eat  upon  that  aide;  he  has  been 
free  from  pain.,  has  headache  at  times  and  feels  disposed  to 
sleep;  appetite  has  remained  good,  but  he  ia  very  much  ema, 
ciated.  He  is  now  entirely  blind,  the  sight  of  right  eye  having 
become  impaired  over  a  year  ago;  he  read  a  great  deal  while  he 
could  see;  has  had  two  attacks  of  very  profuse  hcemorrhage; 
the  last  occurred  five  months  ago,  the  discharge  took  place  from 
posterior  nares,  and  produced  gagging.  The  blood  was  dark, 
thick  and  string):  Crocus  sat  30  was  given.  Ho  was  left  in  a 
very  exhausted  state,  and  there  was  a  very  perceptible  diminu- 
tion in  size  of  tnmor,  but  at  this  time  it  is  as  large  as  ever.  The 
medicines  that  have  been  used  are  Thuya  occid  externally. 

Phos.  200  and  3;  Carbo  Veg  30;  Boll  12  and  200;  China  30; 
Phytolacca  3,  at  different  times,  for  over  two  years. 

At  this  time  the  uvula  lays  upon  the  tongue,  and  he  is  troubled 

with  frequent  desire  to  take  a  deep  breath,  even  while  eating  or 

drinking  has  to  stop  to  take  breath.     Is  there  any  relief  to  be 

expected  from  medical  treatment  ? 

Uniontowm,  Pa.  Al  P"  B- 
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CASES  FROM  PRACTICE. 


Mrs  K.,  German,  aged  39—  herninthlaborbeganat9  A.M.  25th 
April  A  midwife  was  sent  for.  I  saw  her  at  3  A.M.  26th.  She  had 
very  severe  bearing-down  pains,  and  had  been  having  snch 
from  »  A.  M.  of  the  previous  night.  On  examination  I  found  a 
swelling  projecting  about  an  inch  beyond  the  upper  part  of  the 
vulva,  and  about  an  inch  and  a  half  broad ;  tracing  up  Witt  my 
Soger  1  found  it  narrowed  as  it  passed  under  the  pubis,  again 
expanded,  and  that  it  was  the  anterior  lip  of  the  oe  uteri,  enor- 
mously ,wollen;the  head  was  impact.d.lyingobliqnely-oceipu 
to  the  left;  no  movement  of  the  head  during  pains.  I  could  not 
succeed  in  poshing  the  head  up,  to  relieve  the  swell.. i  ...  I  was 
fearful  that  craniotomy  would  have  to  bo  re.or.ed  to,  hut  de- 
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eided  10  postpone  it  as  long  as  possible.  Emptying  the  bladder. 
I  passed  one  blade  of  the  forceps  under  the  head,  and  acting 
with  it  as  a  lever,  after  long  patience  I  rotated  the  bead  to  the 
pnbis.  Applying  the  forceps  I  succeeded,  after  two  Lours  trac- 
tion, in  delivering  a  live  child,  which  weighed  thirteen  pounds 
three  ounceB.  The  mother  recovered  without  a  single  unpleas- 
ant symptom,  and  when  I  saw  her,  four  weeks  after  her  labor, 
the  os  was  norma). 

Her  account  was  that  she  was  larger  during  this  than  in  any 
of  her  other  pregnancies;  that  her  abdomen  was  very  large  and 
hung  forward;  she  had  not  worn  any  abdominal  support.  At 
her  seventh  month  locomotion  was  so  painful  she  no  longer  left 
her  room;  at  the  eighth  she  was  unable  to  sit  down,  that  pos- 
ture causing  such  great  pain ;  she  had  always  taken  her  meals 
in  the  erect  position. 

The  cause  was,  I  think,  evidently  extreme  anterior  uterine 
obliquity,  the  anterior  lip  of  the  oa  being  caught  between  the 
foetal  head  and  the  pubis,  the  long-continued  pressure  producing 
engorgement,  and,  I  think,  fibrinous  effusion  in  the  os.  Such  a 
condition  I  have  never  before  seen,  nor  have  I  read  a 
similar  case.  In  a  case  of  abortion  I  found  the  lip  swollen  so  as 
to  reach  the  vulva,  but  it  was  of  an  edematous  character. 

The  cases  I  have  heretofore  sent  you  have  boen  either  of  rare 
presentation,  or  marked  by  some  peculiarity.  This  next  one  is,  on 
the  contrary,  one  of  the  simplest  and  most  common  that  occur 
to  the  obstetrician. 

Mrs.  L.,  Irish,  aged  38,  not  having  been  pregnant  before  this 
for  eleven  years,  was  taken  in  labor  at  5  a.  m.  on  April  17th.  I 
saw  her  at  8.30  a.  m.;  found  her  suffering  very  strong  pain-, 
head  presenting  in  the  left  occipito — anterior  position,  os  dilat- 
ing ;  at  10  the  os  was  fully  dilated,  head  had  rotated  under  the 
pnbis ;  from  this  time  her  pains  were  exceedingly  strong,  face 
purple  during  every  pain,  perspiration  eznding  at  ever;-  pore 
At  12  m.,  the  head  not  having  advanced  during  the  previous  two 
hours,  I  applied  forceps,  and  delivered  her  of  a  live  child  of  ten 
pounds  weight.  Setting  aside  cases  of  deformed  pelvis — which 
are  rare  in  this  country— forceps  are  employed  in  two  classes  of 
cases — in  those  in  which  utorine  action  is  feeble,  and  those  in 
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which  it  is  very  powerful  and  labor  makes  slow  progress.  This 
cane  comes  under  the  latter  head — it  would  in  time  have  termi- 
nated naturally,  the  child  would  have  been  born  with  the  bead 
much  compressed,  elongated,  and  its  bones  overlapping.  Per 
contra,  the  mother  would  have  been  exhausted,  with,  in  all 
probability,  atony  of  the  bladder.  Many  obstetricians  would, 
according  to  books,  leave  such  a  case  to  nature,  and  think  inter- 
ference unjustifiable  until  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours  had 
elapsed.  I  think  a  different  practice  more  proper,  and  in  any  case, 
where,  after  several  hours  severe  labor  had  advanced  the  head 
but  slightly,  and  its  position  being  a  favorable  one,  would  apply 
forceps.  Saving  the  woman  from  the  nervous  exhaustion  con- 
sequent upon  severe  labor,  I  think  greatly  promotes  her  recov- 
ery ;  length  of  time  should  not  be  taken  as  the  criterion,  for  a 
mother  will  be  more  exhausted  by  a  few  hours  of  excessive 
pains  than  by  twenty-four  of  moderate  ones;  and  again,  inflam- 
mation, ploughing  and  fistula  are  more  apt  to  he  caused  by  pres- 
sure of  the  fcetal  head  than  by  instrumental  interference. 

The  obvious  use  of  forceps  is  to  deliver  the  child,  but  in 
what  manner  allows  difference  of  opinion.  Books  speak  of 
them  as  tractors ;  I  think  they  are  also  useful  as  compressors, 
and  that  in  this  they  imitate  nature.  How  does  nature  act  in 
oases  where  the  head  is  too  largo  to  pass  easily?  By  long  con- 
tinued pains  she  changes  its  diameters,  she  elongates  itsoccipito 
mental  diameter,  she  overlaps  its  bones,  she  compresses  it.  For- 
ceps should  do  the  same  thing — traction  alone  does  it  to  a 
certain  degree,  but  I  think  the  lit  ad  will  also  allow  safely,  com- 
pression with  the  forceps.  Certainly,  it  must  be  done  slowly 
and  carefully;  the  blades  must  not  be  applied  and  rudely  pressed 
together,  any  more  than  the  child  should  be  drawn  from  the 
mother  by  mere  biute  force,  but  compression  should  be  applied 
gradually,  slowly  during  the  pains,  taking  off  pressure  during 
the  interval.  This  may  seem  to  many  to  be  unorthodox  doc- 
trine ;  but  I  am  writing  of  my  own  knowledge  and  not  from 
authors,  and  am  satisfied  that  we  can,  in  this  way,  many  times 
deliver  our  patients  more  safely,  with  less  suffering,  and  with 
less  frequent  perineal  injury  than  where  forceps  are  employed 
only  as  tractors.  Forceps. 
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The  Thermometry  Gateways  to  the  Pole— Surface  Currents 
of  the  Ocean,  and  the  Influence  of  the  latter  upon  the  Clil 
of  the  World.  By"  Silas  Bent,  Esq.  St.  Louis,  1869. 
The  above  is  the  title  of  a  lecture  delivered  before  the  St 
Louis  Historical  Society,  and,  by  request,  before  the  Mercantile 
Library  Association  of  this  city,  which  has  caused  a  great  sen- 
sation in  the  scientific  world.  The  author,  .Mr.  Bent,  is  a 
compliahod  navigator  and  experienced  seaman,  and  is  well 
known  in  scientific  circles  as  the  delineator  of  that  remarkable 
stream  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  the  Kuro-Siwo,  (see  chart,)  which 
is  so  analogous  in  the  flow,  temperature  and  direction  of  it- 
waters  to  the  gulf  stream  in  the  Atlantic.  Mr.  Bent  was,  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  upon  the  ocean,  and  has  visited  everj 
quarter  of  the  globe  lying  between  the  Arctic  and  Anureti- 
circles.  In  1848  he  was  navigator  of  the  {.'.  S.  ship  Pre 
when  she  was  ordered  from  California  on  special  sen-ice  t 
China.  During  this  period  he  made  many  observations  whicl 
excited  his  curiosity  for  further  investigati<>n-«f  the  subject* 
treated  upon  in  his  lecture.     In  1852,  ho  writes 

"Sailing  again  for  China  and  Japan  in  1852.  in  theexneUi  t  ion  un- 
der Commodore  Perry,  1  had  fortunately  assigned  to  me  such 
jeets,  for  scientific  and  professional  investigation,  as  enabled  me 
to  have  such  instructions  issued  to  the  various  vessels  of  tlie 
squadron  as  would  insure  their  keeping  very  accurate  and  lull 
metero  logical  records. 

"After  our  return  to  the  United  States,  I  was  detailed  to  as- 
sist Lieut.  W.  L.  Maury  to  prepare  for  publication  the  charts 
and  sailing  directions  of  the  surveys  made  by  the  expedition  ; 
and  these  records  were  placed  in  my  hands  for  the  purpose  of 
tracing  out,  as  far  as  possible,  the  location,  direction  and  force 
of  the  currents  in  that  part  of  the  Pacific  and  adjacent  seas, 
lying  within  the  cruising  grounds  of  the  squadron. 

"Theresultof  this  work  was  the  discovery  of  the  fact  that 
these  currents  formed  a  part  of  the  great  system  in  the  Pacific, 
identical  in  all  its  essential  features  with  that  of  the  equatorial 
current,  Gulf  Stream,  and  counter  current  in  the  Atlantic,  a* 
will  be  seen  by  referring  to  my  report  on  the  "Kuro-Siwo"  in 
the  second  volume  of  the  Japan  expedition  report." 

When  calling  attention  to  the  analogy  between  these  two 
streams,  he  says : 


(few**...  w.cnta  uiut  wasn.  meir  coasts,  and  not  at  all  from  those 
thick,  though  flowing  near  them,  do  not  touch  their  shores." 


*Mort  flattering  reviews  of  the  essay  have  appeared  in  the  atandarl 
scientific  periodicals  of  the  day,  while  many  notices  from  leading  papers 
of  the  country  have  approved  of  Mr.  Bent'a  theory,  aa  the  one  most  likely 
to  harmonize  the  hitherto  apparently  refractory  facts  in  climatology  and 
navigation. 
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Mr.  Beut  gives  us  60me  striking  examples,  of  which  our 
space  will  but  allow  us  to  dwell  briefly.    Thus: 

"We  will  start  with  what  ia  known  as  the  Humboldt  current, 
which,  coming  from  the  Antarctic  ocean,  and  possibly  splitting 
at  Capo  Horn,  flows  with  its  greatest  volume  to  the  northward, 
along  the  whole  west  coast  of  South  America.  The  climate 
there  is  cool,  and  as  you  approach  the  Equator  the  temperature 
is  so  much  below  what  is  due  to  the  latitude,  that  in  Lima,  12 
dag.  south  latitude,  woolen  clothing  is  necessary  for  comfort 
during  several  months  of  the  year.and  the  heat  is  never  oppres- 
sive. The  common  belief  is  that  this  is  owing  to  the  close 
proximity  of  the  Andes;  but,  as  like  causes  produce  like  effects, 
if  this  were  the  case  the  Sierra  Nevada,  which  lies  almost  as 
near  to  the  coast  of  California  and  Mexico  as  the  Andes  do  lo 
those  of  Chili  and  Peru,  would  give  similar  cool  climates  to 
those  countries;  but  this  they  do  not  possess,  for,  on  the  con- 
trary, they  have  warm  climates,  derived,  as  before  stated,  from 
the  influence  of  the  Kuro-Siwo.   *    *    *    * 

"Of  the  oceanic  coasts  of  the  northern  hemisphere  I  have  before 
spoken,  but  not  of  those  of  the  Mediterranean,  to  which  I  will  now 
call  your  attention.  Naples,  in  Southern  Italy,  is  in  the  same 
latitude  as  New  York  and  Genoa,  and  Marseilles  about  the  same 
parallel  as  Toronto — yet,  at  Genoa  I  have  plucked  ripe  oranges 
from  the  tree  early  in  February,  and  Naples  has  oven  a  much 
more  vernal  climate.  This  is  attributed  to  the  warm  winds 
from  Africa;  but,  as  you  will  observe,  these  winds  have  to  cross 
the  Mediterranean  at  its  widest  part,  a  distance  of  more  than 
three  hundred  miles.  Now,  if  the  winds  have  such  influence  as 
this,  why  should  not  those  from  the  perpetual  snows  of  the 
Alps  give  a  severe  climate  to  the  plains  of  France  and  Italy, 
which  lie  directly  at  their  feet  and  not  fifty  miles  from  this 
snow?  Yet  these  plains,  in  the  latitude  of  Maine,  are  verdant 
with  perennial  summer." 

Here  are  startling  facts  for  our  contemplation,  and  they 
deserve  serious  consideration.  The  fact  is  that  this  influence  ot 
the  ocean  currents  in  giving  climatic  character  to  the  various 
portions  of  the  earth's  surface,  is  so  new  that  one  is  disposed,  at 
first)  to  smile  incredulously  at  Mr.  B.'s  theory,  but  we  find  our- 
selves surprised  at  the  remarkable  and  forcible  facts  which  pre- 
sent themselves  in  support  of  this  hypothesis  when  we  come  to 
look  at  the  maps  of  the  world  and  examine  these  climates  in 
reference  to  these  great  currents  of  the  world,  as  laid  down  by 
bim.  The  mind  is  so  quick  to  receive  impressions  through  the 
senses,  and  so  ready  to  give  undue  weight  to  those  impressions, 
that  we  seldom  stop  to  reflect,  unless  compelled  to  do  so  by  the 
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necessity  of  our  situation,  and  therefore  we  often  accept  and 
transmit  ideas  that  will  not  bear  the  test  of  analysis. 

A  a  far  back  as  the  days  of  Dr.  Franklin,  it  was  known  that 
the  Gulf  Stream  washed  the  coast  of  Europe.    Until  that  time 
we  find  no  attempt  made  to  explain  the  marked  difference  in  the 
climates  of  Europe  and  the  United  States;  but  since  then,  people 
have  nettled  down  into  the  belief  that  this  stream  was  and  is 
the  cause;  and  meterological  statistics  sustain  that  belief,  so  far 
as  the  water  temperature  of  that  part  of  the  ocean  harmonizes, 
with  that  of  the  land,     But  how  that  harmony  of  temperature 
is  brought  about  most  of  us  have  not  stopped  to  inquire,  but,, 
adopting  the  first  apparent  means  that  presented  itself,  they  have 
fallen  into  the  easy  belief  that  the  winds  were  the  medium  by 
which  the  heat  from  tho  Gulf  Stream  was.communicatcd  to  the 
land,  and  we  are,  therefore,  startled  when  any  other  hypothesis 
is  advanced,  and  feel  our  self-love  somewhat  offended  by  any 
attempt  to  overturn,  or  even  modify,  such  a  time-honored  con- 
viction.   But  Mr.  Bent  does  not  assert  the  contrary  as  a  dogma, 
nor  pretend  that  he  has  made  a  discovery  based  upon  metero- 
logical data  observed  by  himself.     He  merely  states,  convic- 
tions arising  from  a  deliberation  of  the  results  of  others  and 
his  own  observations,  combined  with  his  personal  recollection  of 
the  climates  where  he  has  been. 

Beforo  discussing  this  subject  any  further,  however,  let  us 
understand  the  meaning  of  certain  terms  used  by  Mr.  B.  in  a 
special  sense,  which  usually  have  a  more  general  signification. 
First,  the  expression  of  "the  climate  due  to  the  latitude,"  is 
evidently  here  used  to  express  what  the  climate  of  any  place 
would  be  if  derived  solely  and  directly  from  tho  sun's  influence. 
This  would  make  ail  places  on  the  same  parallels  of  latitude  (the 
elevation  above  the  sea  level  being  the  same)  have  exactly  the 
same  climates;  and  that  such  is  not  the  case  must  be  attributed 
to  some  other  permanently  acting  agency,  and,  when  that  agency 
is  found,  its  influence,  combined  with  that  of  the  sun,  gives  to 
the  locality  what  Mr.  Bent  terms  its  "climatic  character."  This 
permanently  acting  agency,  he  thinks,  is  the  currents  of  the 
ocean,  which,  coming  in  contact  with  the  land,  exercise  the 
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wonderfully  modifying  influence  upon  the  climates  uf  the  world 
that  is  so  strikingly  illustrated  by  the  facta  he  has  here  pre- 
sented, ehowing  the  diversity  of  climates  found  even  at  various 
points  along  the  equator,  as  well  as  along  any  given  parallel  of 
latitude,  either  North  or  South.  These  facts  are  patent  to  every 
reader  of  history  or  of  travels,  as  well  as  to  every  student  of 
science,  and  it  seems  strange  that,  with  the  admitted  influence 
of  the  Gulf  Stream  in  ameliorating  the  climate  of  Europe,  it  has 
never  before  occurred  to  any  one  to  look  for  similar  causes  to 
account  for  the  remarkable  modification  in  the  climates  of  other 
parts  of  the  world.  But  so  it  is;  and  this  can  only  be  accounted 
for  by  the  propensity  we  all  have  for  forgetting  latitude  as  a 
prime  ingredient  in  our  reflections  upon  climate.  To  illustrate 
this  we  would  ask  what  American,  when  enjoying  the  tropical 
climate  of  Naples,  ever  thinks  that  he  is  then  in  the  same  lati- 
tude as  Now  York?  or  that,  when  in  London,  he  is  on  a  parallel 
which  passes  to  the  north  of  NewFoundland?  We  suppose  there 
is  not  one  in  a  thousand  to  whom  this  thought  occurs.  Peeling 
the  climate  so  much  warmer  than  we  have  been  accustomed  to 
at  home,  we  unconsciously  take  up  the  idea  that  we  are  then 
much  nearer  the  equator,  and  consequently  that  there  is  noth- 
ing peculiar  in  the  difference  of  temperature  which  we  experi- 
ence, Reasoning  from  analogy,  when  Mr.  Bent  had  traced  out 
the  Kuro-Siwo  on  the  chart,  he  at  once  saw  that  the  genial 
climate  of  the  whole  west  coast  of  North  America  was  derived 
from  this  stream,  and  so  stated  it  in  his  report  to  Commodore 
Terry.  Yet,  notwithstanding  that  announcement,  it  is  now, 
after  a  lapse  of  thirteen  years,  left  for  him  to  call  attention  to 
the  existence  of  the  same  laws  and  similar  influences  in  all  other 
parts  of  the  world,  as  are  found  in  the  North  Atlantic  and 
Pacific;  and  even  ho  seems  to  have  had  it  forced  upon  his  atten- 
tion from  the  circumstances  by  which  he  was  surrounded,  for  it 
will  be  observed  that  he  has  not  arrayed  facts  to  sustain  a  pre- 
conceived theory,  but,  on  the  contrnry,  announces  the  discovery 
of  the  theory,  or  law,  as  a  result  of  the  contemplation  of  the 
facts  when  he  has  happened  to  group  them  before  him. 

Having  thus  before  our  minds  a  proper  understanding  of  the 
phrase  "climafe  due  to  the  latitude,"  we  will  turn  our  attention 
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to  what  he  understands  by  climatic  character.  We  cannot  bet- 
ter describe  it  than  by  a  comparison  with  the  character  of  man, 
in  contradistinction  to  the  human  temperament : 

For  instance,  a  man  may  have  a  warm  and  generous  charac- 
ter, yet  with  a  calm  phlegmatic  temperament,  while  another 
may  have  a  Cold,  hard  character,  with  a  sanguine  and  capricious 
temperament. 

The  British  Islands  will  represent  the  first,  being  surrounded 
by  warm  water  of  unvarying  temperature,  which  modifies  per- 
manently the  character  due  to  their  latitude,  and  over  which 
all  winds  must  pass  from  whatever  quarter  they  may  blow;  while 
the  north  half  of  the  United  States,  affords  a  good  comparison 
for  the  latter,  having  the  severe  character  of  its  climate  due 
to  the  latitude  rendered  more  stern  by  the  cold  stream  that 
washes  their  eastern  coast,  but  with  a  capricious  and  ardent  tem- 
perament, caused  by  the  alternation  of  winds  from  the  frozen 
regions  of  the  North  and  the  warm  borders  of  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  and  the  Gulf  Stream.  The  climatic  character  being 
derived  from  permanent  and  constant  causes-  -the  sun  and 
water — whilst  the  climatic  temperament,  to  so  express  it,  is  de- 
rived from  the  variable,  ephemeral  and  superficial  influences  of 
the  winds. 

To  show  the  remarkable  manner  in  which  climatic  character, 
due  to  latitude,  is  modified  by  the  ocean  currents,  lay  the  map 
before  yon  and  look  over  these  descriptions  already  given  in 
the  address,  particularly  the  intense  heat  of  the  west  coast  of 
Africa,  under  the  equator,  and  the  delicious  temperature  fonnd 
by  Dr.  Chaillu  under  the  equator  on  the  west  coast.  The 
fervid  climate  of  Brazil,  where,  as  Buckle,  in  his  history'  of 
civilization,  says  that  nature  runs  riot  with  such  an  exhu- 
berauce  of  vitality,  both  in  the  animal  and  vegetable  king- 
dom, that  no  energy  of  man  is  capable  of  subduing  it. 
Then  comes  the  continent  of  South  America,  and  six  hundred 
miles  to  the  west  of  the  Pacific  coast  we  find  the  Gali- 
pa^os  Islands,  directly  under  the  equator.  Professor  Dana, 
whilst  on  Wilkes'  Exploring  Expedition,  observed  the  fact  that 
corals  were  never  found  in  wnter  of  a  temperature  below  66° 
Pahrn.,  and  announcing  the  fact  that  coralines  could  not  live  in 
water  below  that  temperature,  he  cited  these  inlands  in  illustra- 
tion, where  no  corals  are  found,  whilst  all  oilier  islands  in  the 
Pacific,  lying  between  the  tropica,  are  surrounded  with,  if  not 
entirely  composed  of  this  formation.     Ho  gives  as  a  reason  that 
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the  cold  current  from  the  South,  which  envelopes  this  groupe, 
affords  a  constant  temperature  to  the  water  of  less  than  66°. 

Now,  this  current  from  the  South,  spoken  of  by  Professor 
Dana,  is  the  Humboldt  current,  described  in  the  address  as  tem- 
pering the  whole  west  coast  of  South  America,  and  which  here 
feeling  the  reflux  of  the  Kuro-Siwo  from  the  North  bends  to  the 
westward  to  form  the  Great  Equatorial  current  of  the  Pacific. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  whilst  there  are  no  corals  at  the 
Galapagos,  directly  under  the  Equator,  yet  they  were  found  by 
the  Japan  expedition  in  the  waters  of  the  Kuro-Siwo,  off  the 
Bay  of  Yedo,  in  lat.  35°  North. 

A  word  now  with  reference  to  the  action  of  the  winds  and  we 
must  close  this  article.  The  winds  give  variety  to  the  climate 
and  are  transitory  in  their  effect ;  but  climates  derive  character 
from  more  permanent  influences  only,  such  as  the  sun  and  the 
ocean  currents. 

The  prevailing  direction  of  all  surface  winds  (not  local)  are 
from  the  poles  toward  the  equator — and  that  of  all  super-sur- 
face winds  is  from  the  equator  towards  the  poles.  This  is  beau- 
tifully described  by  Professor  Maury,  and  represented  by  his 
"  wind  charts."  The  general  operation  of  the  law  may  be  briefly 
described  as  follows :  The  action  of  the  sun  rarifies  the  atmos- 
phere between  the  tropics,  causing  it  to  ascend,  and  as  it  ex- 
pands it  absorbs  an  immense  amount  of  moisture  from  the  evap- 
oration of  the  waters  beneath  it.  That  portion  of  the  atmos- 
phere resting  on  and  near  the  earth's  surface  is  at  once  set  in 
motion  towards  the  equator  to  restore  the  equilibrium.  This 
done,  the  vacuum  is  then  transferred  from  the  equator  to  the 
polar  regions  and  the  rarified  and  ascended  air  first  spoken  of, 
takes  wing  through  the  upper  regions  of  the  atmosphere  to- 
wards the  poles,  to  restore  the  disturbed  equilibrium  at  these 
extremities  of  the  earth ;  but  as  it  reaches  colder  latitudes  it 
becomes  gradually  condensed,  which  process  liberates  both 
moisture  and  latent  heat  that  is  distributed  along  its  path. 
Reaching  the  polar  regions  it  descends  and  starts  south  again 
as  a  surface  current,  expanding  as  it  proceeds  towards  warmer 
latitudes  and  licking  up  the  moisture  by  evaporation  as  it  goes. 
This  is  strikingly  seen   when  a  brisk  North   wind   follows   a 
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rain  with  us.  These  Worth  winds  are  cold  because  they 
come  from  ft  cold  region,  but  they  are  rendered  more  ao  by 
the  evaporation  which  their  expansion  produces.  The  cold, 
at  any  point  over  which  it  passes,  however,  ceasas  with 
the  wind,  and  the  thermometer  immediately  runs  up  with 
a  wind  from  the  South.  These  changes  are  eo  apparent  to  our 
senses  that  iu  the  absence  of  greater  causes,  we  are  in  the  habit, 
as  has  been  before  mentioned,  of  giving  them  undue  weight  in 
our  consideration  of  climates.  In  reality  their  effect  is  entirely 
superficial,  and  aB  ephemeral  as  it  is  superficial.  To  illustrate 
this,  Virginia  city,  in  Montana,  in  lat.  45°  N.  is  six  hundred 
miles  from  the  Pacific  coast — has  the  stupendous  Sierra  Nevada 
mountains  lying  between  it  and  that  coast,  is  elevated  eight 
thousand  feet  above  the  ocean  level,  and  although  the  thermome- 
ter sometimes  falls  to  40°  below  zero,  yet,  we  are  credibly  in- 
formed that  under  the  snow  in  the  valleys  Btock  find  grazing 
throughout  the  winter.  Now,  were  these  six  hundred  miles  a 
plain  such  as  France  and  Italy  present,  Virginia  city  would 
have  the  climate  of  Lyons  or  Verona,  derived  from  the  influence 
of  the  Kuro-Siwo,  which  recurves  upon  the  coast  of  California 
as  the  Gulf  Stream  does  upon  that  of  Europe.  This  is  a  startling 
innovation  upon  popular  belief  and  prejudice,  but  if  these 
streams  are  not  the  cause  of  the  warm  and  genial  climates 
enjoyed  by  the  western  faces  of  these  two  continents  so  much 
above  what  is  due  to  their  latitudes,  we  should  like  to  have 
a  more  satisfactory  explanation  of  it.  The  facts  are  patent  to 
every  one,  the  conclusion  is  the  final  result  of  near  thirty  years 
of  perplexing  doubts,  observations,  and  ultimate  conviction. 


Die  Cholera,  eine  Epidemische  Laehmung  der  Oapillaren  der 

Darmschleimhaut  und  ihrer  Nerven.     Zugleich  eine  Widerle- 

gung  der  Professor  Hallierschen  und  Dr.  Georg  Schmidschen 

Hypothesen,  von  Dr.  Johannes  Schweickert,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

The  Cholera,  an  Epidemic  Paralysis  of  the  Capillaries  of  the 

Mucous  Membrane  of  the  Intestines  and  its  Nerves,  together 

with  a   Refutation  of  Professor  Hallier's  and   Dr.  George 

Schmidt's  Hypotheses.     By  Dr.  John  Schweikert,  practical 

Shysician,  surgeon  and 'obstetrician  at    Broslau.      Breslau  : 
ohn  Urban  Zern  :  1868.     (51  pages.) 
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Dr.  Schweikert  first  endeavors  to  prove  the  fallacy  of  Pro- 
fessor Hallier's  theory  concerning  the  contagion  of  cholera, 
which  is,  that  it  consists  in  the  formation  of  a  fungus,  (urocystis 
choleras,)  and  then  goes  on  to  show  how  wrong  is  the  hypothe- 
sis of  Dr.  George  Schmidt ;  that,  from  the  negative  electricity 
of  the  atmosphere,  and  the  consequent  lack  of  oxygen  in  it, 
hydrocyanic  acid  or  Cyan,  of  ammonium  is  formed,  which  respec- 
tively create  acute  or  ordinary   cases  of   epidemic  cholera- 
Finally,   Dr.   Schweikert  gives  us  his  own  hypothesis,  that 
cholera  is  an  epidemic  paralysis  of  the  capillaries  and  nerves  of* 
the  intestinal  mucous  membrane,  and,  in  the  most  acute  cases, 
of  the  whole  Nervus  sympathicus.     "Not  the   blood,  but  the 
nervous  system,  is  primarily  affected.    This  paralysis  is  caused 
by  a  lack  of  positive  electricity  and  of  ozone  in  the  atmosphere,, 
and,  as  further  proof,  adduces  the  fact  that  all  our  remedies  in. 
cholera  are  such  as  cause  paralysis,  viz.:  Camph.,  Verat.  alb.r 
Chipr.,  Phosph.,  Phosph.  Acid,  Ars.,  Carb.  veg.,  Hydrocyan  Acid, 
Sec.  corn.,  Ergotin,  Argent,  nitr.,  Colchic,  Jatroph.  cure,  Ipec,  Nux 
vom.,  Strychn.     After  discussing  all  these  different  remedies, 
and  calling  our  attention  to  their  paralytic  symptoms,  he  gives 
his  own  experience  and  treatment.     Of  150  cases,  80  of  which 
were  Asiatic  cholera  and  70  cholera  morbus,  27  died  ;  8  went  to- 
other physicians  or  hospitals ;  and  115  he  cured.    In  cholera 
morbus,   he  gave   Verat.,  1st,  and  Phosph.,  2d;   three  drops 
alternately  every  three-quarters  to  two   hours.      In   serious 
cases,  or  of  Asiatic   cholera,  he  first  gave  concentrated  tr. 
Camph. ;  2-5  drops  on  sugar  three  times  every  ten  to  fifteen 
minutes ;  and  then  either  Verat,  1,  and  Phosph.,  2 ;  or,  when 
there  were  cramps  in  the  calves,  arms  or  abdomen,  Verat.,  1, 
and    Cupr.   Sulph.,  3d   dilution,  made  by  very  much  diluted 
alcohol ;  three  drops  alternately  every  ten  to  twenty  minutes. 
He  states  that,  in  advanced  stages,  where  no  pulso  can  be  felt, 
or  in  asphyxia,  Camph.,  even  in  the  stronger  doses,  is  of  na 
use,  the  main-  remedies  being  Ars.,  Phos.  (made  stronger  after 
Dr.  Kafka's  advice,  by  a  few  drops  ofjEther  Phosph.)  and  Carb.. 
veg.     The  Hydrocyan.  Acid,  which  did  such  good  service  in 
1849,  failed  in  1866.     In  the  frequent  gastric  and  bilious  dis- 
turbances, Ipec,  Nux  vom.  or    Chelid.  were  useful. 
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The  work  ia  well  written,  and  we  would  recommend  its 
perusal  to  all  of  our  readers  who  read  German.  It  contains 
many  valuable  remarks  and  hints. 


Therapeutical  Guide,  for  beginning  Homoeopathic  Practition- 
ers. By  Dr.  G.  H.  G.  Jahr.  Leipaic :  1869.  (Literary  Insti- 
tute.) 

This  book  of  382  pages  is  a  very  valuable  addition  to  our  Ho- 
moeopathic Literature,  as  we  might  well  expect  of  a  work  writ- 
tea  by  the  celebrated  author  of  the  Symptomatology,  Repertory, 
Diseases  of  Females,  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  Yenereal  Diseases, 
Clinical  Experiences,  etc.  Our  much  respected  veteran,  the- 
ablest  and  most  faithful  of  Hahnemann's  disciples,  offers  us  here 
the  results  of  his  own  experience  of  more  than  forty  years  of 
practice.  Although  he  modestly  calls  it  a  guide  for  beginning 
practitioners,  we  are  sure  that  every  old  practitioner  will  find  in 
it  many  valuable  and  practical  hints.  He  gives  always  (as  he 
says  in  his  preface)  only  and  briefly  such  indications  as  are  the 
moet  important  and  the  most  decisive  tor  the  choice  of  the  rem- 
edies, and  reports  nothing  but  what  he,  himself  can  confirm  as 
characteristic  symptoms  of  a  remedy  from  his  own  long  expe- 
rience. This  feature  makes  the  book  a  reliable  guide,  as  we 
may  place  full  confidence  in  Jahr's  ability,  as  well  as  his  con- 
scientiousness and  his  powers  of  observation.  It  ia  a  feature 
which  we  miss  in  most  of  our  books,  which  are  only  compila- 
tions from  various  authorities,  and  too  often  from  unknown  and 
unreliable  observers.  We  wish  all  our  old  and  able  Homoeo- 
pathic practitioners  would  follow  Jahr's  example,  and  give  us 
Booh  guides  from  their  own  long  and  valuable  experience,  and 
we  are  confident  they  would  find  the  same  hearty  welcome  from 
the  profession  as  the  work  under  consideration.  At  present  the 
work  exists  only  in  German,  but  we  understand  it  will  soon  ap- 
pear also  in  the  English  tongue,  and  we  wish  beforehand  to- 
call  the  attention  of  our  professional  brethren  to  it  as  a  valua- 
ble aid  to  the  practice  of  Homoeopathic  medicine.  They  will 
find  plenty  of  opportunity  for  its  perusal  in  their  daily  practice? 
and  will  often  be  benefitted  by  it. 


194 


Book  Notices. 


Book  Notices. 


By  the  Editor. 


Monograph  on  Dioscorea  Yillosa  and  Dioscorein,  Etc.    By 
A.  M.  Cushing,  M.  D.     Lynn,  Mass. 

This  proving  was  presented  by  Dr.  Cushing  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Society,  to  compete  for  the  prize  offered  by  that 
body  for  the  best  proving  of  Dioscorea.  There  being  no  compe- 
tition the  MS.  was  returned,  and  was  published  in  the  American 
Homoeopathic  Observer.  The  pamphlet  consists  of  fifty-two  pages, 
tind  contains  many  symptoms.  We  are  glad  to  have  these 
monographs  in  pamphlet  form,  but  do  most  sincerely  wish  some 
understanding  could  be  arrived  at,  whereby  they  could  appear 
-of  uniform  size  and  in  uniform  type,  in  order  that,  when  bound 
together,  they  would  form  quite  a  complete  materia  medica. 


Valedictory  Address  to  the  members  of  the  graduating 
class  of  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  Missouri.  By 
N.  D.  Tirrell,  M.D..,  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and  Toxicology. 

This  address  is  one  of  the  best  of  the  kind  that  has  appeared 
this  season,  and  although  we  do  not  agree  with  the  Doc- 
tor in  some  points  bearing  upon  the  practice  of  medicine,  yet 
we  see  in  the  lecture  the  evidence  of  great  thought  and  a  good 
<ieal  of  care,  besides  the  exhibition  of  scientific  acquirements  in 
his  speciality. 

Its  composition  is  excellent,  and  a  perusal  of  the  lecture  will 
repay  the  reader. 


Pathogenesis  op  Ptelea  Trifoliata.  By  E.  M.  Hale,  M.  D. 
(Reprinted  from  the  transactions  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Homoeopathy  for  1868.) 

This  proving  is  a  report  from  the  Transactions  of  the  Ameri- 
can Institute,  and  is  very  complete,  there  being  eleven  provers 
from  different  sections  of  the  country.  It  appears  from  this 
report  that  Dr.  P.  H.  Hale  was  the  first  homoeopathic  physician 
who  employed  the  Ptelea,  and  that  he  has  made  some  excellent 
•cures  with  the  drug.     Dr.  Miller  found  the  Ptelea  to  cure  a 
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case  of  ascites  of  very  severe  type,  after  many  agents  had  been 
employed  without  success,  and  in  two  cases  of  asthma  it  was  of 
more  service  than  any  other  remedy.  We  have  never  used  the 
drug,  but  intend  to  give  it  a  trial,  especially  in  the  Good  Sama- 
ritan Hospital. 


A  Letter  to  Prop.  A.  B.  Palmer,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan,  being  a  reply  to  his  four  lectures  on 
Homoeopathy.    By  Charles  J.  Hempel,  M.  D. 

Our  old  friend  is  again  in  the  field  with  his  implement 
"mightier  than  the  sword."  He  takes  his  "dear  Professor" 
over  the  ground  at  a  good  round  rate,  and  shows  him  what  is 
to  be  learned  in  the  homoeopathic  school,  and  how  the  Professor 
is  ignorant  of  most  of  its  fundamental  doctrines,  and  how  he 
bas  taken  a  one-sided  view  of  the  whole  affair,  and  how  aconite 
does  produce  inflammatory  fever,  and  how  scurvy  is  cured  by 
diet,  and  a  host  of  other  items,  which  the  Professor  will  do  well 
to  digest.  To  some  portions  of  Professor  Palmer's  lectures  we 
will  call  attention  in  due  time. 


A  Brief  History  of  the  Materia  Medica.  By  Samuel  Ban- 
croft Barlow,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeu- 
tics in  the  New  York  Homoeopathic  Medical  College. 

This  is  an  interesting  brochure,  being  another  reprint  from 

the  Transactions  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy. 

The  author  is  very  fair  and  candid  in  the  expression  of  his 

opinions,  and  from  the  position  he  occupies  as  a  teacher,  is  quite 

competent  to  sit  in  judgment.     For  instance,  he  says  : 

"I  should  do  injustice  were  I  to  omit  the  most  honorable  men- 
tion of  Hempers  Lectures  on  the  Materia  Medica,  a  work  con- 
ceived in  a  truly  scientific  spirit,  and  carried  out  with  an  ability 
which  does  its  truly  devoted  author  immense  credit  as  a  cultiva- 
tor of  a  scientific  field  which  is  too  apt  to  be  found  sterile  and 
uninteresting.  He  has  the  rare  merit  of  having  treated  the 
study  of  materia  medica  in  such  a  manner  as  will  ever  render 
his  book  one  of  the  most  truly  welcome  works  on  this  science, 
which  has  as  yet  appeared  in  this  or  any  other  land." 

Again  he  says: 

"The  very  elaborate,  accurate  and  costly  works  of  Professors 
Lippe  and  Gross,  both  of  which  are  designed  to  facilitate  the 
acquisition  of  a  truly  accurate  diagnostic  of  the  materia  medica, 
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though  well  received,  are  yet,  in  some  material  respects,  imper- 
fect. They  fall  much  short  of  that  degree  of  usefulness  .vhich 
their  authors  intended  them  to  reach;  still  they  do  unspeakable 
honor  to  their  authors,  and  will  soon  be  found  indispensable 
helps  to  the  student,  even  if  he  has  possessed  himself  of  most  of 
what  has  worthily  preceded  them.  *  *  * 

"Richard  Hughes,  M.  D.,  has  written  a  work  on  the  Materia 
Medica,  in  two  volumes,  the  first  of  which  was  published  in 
London,  by  Turner  &Co.,  during  1867.  It  gives  promise  of  rare 
usefulness  to  the  student  and  young  practitioner.  It  is  written 
in  a  style  so  simple  and  pleasing  that  it  must  inevitably  become 
a  favorite  with  all  classes  of  the  fraternity  of  homcBopathists.  I 
know  no  work  in  our  homoeopathic  literature  so  calculated  to 
obtain  a  universal  popularity  as  this.  Students  will  read  it  with 
such  a  zest  as  is  manifested  by  the  young,  in  reading  Robinson 
Crusoe,  or  Gulliver's  Travels." 


Seventeenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Directors  of  the  New- 
York  Ophthalmic  Hospital  for  the  Year  1863. 

If  ever  there  was  a  report  which  did  credit  to  an  institution, 
Bach  an  one  can  be  found  in  the  pamphlet  of  which  we  write.  The 
tables  showing  the  diseases  and  number  of  patients  treated  from 
January  1st  to  December  31st,  are  arranged  with  a  care  but  little 
known  in  the  usual  method  of  reporting,  and  show  the  physi- 
cians and  surgeons  in  charge  to  be  fully  qualified  for  the  care 
devolving  upon  them.  We  cannot  give  the  entire  tables,  but  we 
introduce  here  the  recapitulation  of  the  total  diseases: 

recapitulation. 

M.  F.    Total. 

I._Orbita - 4         15 

II.— Palpebne n 66      85     151 

III.— Conjunctiva 178     136     314 

IV.— Sclera 15         6 

y._Cornea 153    151     304 

yj jrjs 39       ig       55 

VIL— Corp.  Cil.  et  ChorioideaV..'!!!."!!!." .'." ."!.'!.  46  46  92 

VIII.— N.  Optic,  et  Eetina 40  24  64 

IX.— Lens  24  20  44 

X. — Corpus  Vitreum 4  15 

XL— Bulbus 15  6  21 

XII. — Kefract.  et  Accommod .  10  31  41 

XIIL— Musculi  et  .Nervi 17  20  37 

XIV.— Organa  Lacrymalia 11  23  34 

Total 608    565  1173 
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There  were  104  surgical  operations  performed  on  88  eyes. 
But  one  thing  is  wanting,  and  it  ia  a  great  omission  in  these 
tallies,  and  that  is  the  number  of  cases  cured.  It  is  the  suc- 
cess of  this  institution  under  homceopathic  treatment  that  we 
desire  to  see  compared  with  the  old  school  statistics  of  the  past 
sixteen  years.  This  is  what  our  friends  and  foes  will  look  for, 
and  will  be  disappointed  if  they  find  it  not.  There  is  also  an 
announcement  of  the  lectures  and  clinics  for  the  session  of 
1868-69,  the  Professors  being  all  well  known  and  skillful  prac- 
titioners. 

Western   Homoeopathic   Observer. 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO.,  JUNE  AND  JULY,  1869. 

••■To  insure  publication, articles  must  t»  practical,  frritf  u  possible  lo  do  Justice 
to  the  sub.ect.  and  eartfutiy prepared,  to  as  lo  require  Utile  revision. 

«-  Readers  of  the  Omkii,  will  oblige  the  Edilor  if  ihey  will  forward  copies  or 
local  newspapers,  or  similar  matters  of  importance  to  the  profession,  all  such  irili  be 
thankfully  acknowledged. 

S3*  Physicians  having  changed  their  locations,  or  dec irlna  to  remove  from  on* 
may  note  the  same.     Record*  of  marriage"    and  deaths  of  physicians,  and  other  per- 

W  All  exchanges,  books  and  pamphlets  must  be  addressed  (o  the  Editor.  No.  Ilia 
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Note. — Owing  to  a  large  accumulation  of  matter  upon  our  bauds,  aud 
to  give  space  for  articles  which  are  of  some  length,  we  have  been  obliged 
to  issue  the  June  and  July  numbers  of  our  paper  together.  We  thank 
again  our  friends  for  the  interest  they  manifest  in  our  journal,  and,  bj 

increased  diligence,  hope  to  merit  a  continuance  of  their  favors. 


PRESIDENT  HAVEN'S  REPORT  TO  THE  BOARD  OP  TRUBTEES 
OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  OP  MICHIGAN. 


We  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  some  points,  some 
very  plausible  points,  some  nicely  attenuated  distinctions,  and  most 
singularly  thaumatergicsl  expressions  of  Professor  Havens ;  and,  in  order 
so  to  tic,  we  take  the  liberty  of  first  quoting  portions  of  his  report : 

"  I  believe  that  good  reasons  do  exist  why  a  '  Professor  of  Honiraopa- 
thy '  should  not  be  appointed,  and  I  believe  that  all  unprejudiced  per- 
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sons  will  be  able  to  see  them.  I  beg  here  explicitly  to  state  that  I  do 
not  argue  in  behalf  of  the  medical  profession,  or  *  Allopathy/  or  any 
particular  class.  I  am  not  conscious  of  any  particular  interest  in  any 
class  or  party,  on  this  subject.  So  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  it 
might  be  more  politic  to  Bay  nothing  on  the  subject,  but,  as  a  custodian 
of  the  interests  of  the  university,  I  must  express  what  the  interests  of 
sound  education  seem  to  require,  irrespective  of  party  or  sect. 

"Observe,  then,  first,  that  we  have  no  professor  of  'Allopathy1  in  the 
University  of  Michigan.  This  is  no  subterfuge,  but  a  solemn  fact  If  a 
grant  of  money  was  offered  to  the  university  on  condition  that  a  pro- 
fessor of  Allopathy  should  be  appointed,  I  should  be  compelled  to  show 
the  unreasonableness  of  the  condition.  We  do  not  want  in  a  university- 
professors  of  special  ideas  or  theories,  who  believe  that  their  special  ideas 
or  theories  embrace  all  truth  in  their  respective  schools,  and  that  all  out- 
side of  their  special  ideas  or  theories  is  false  and  to  be  rooted  up  and 
condemned.  You  make  the  university,  by  such  a  course,  a  place  of  strife 
and  discord,  and  not  a  place  for  the  harmonious  inculcation  of  all  truth. 
What  we  want  in  the  department  of  medicine  and  surgery  is  a  number 
of  professors  who  shall  present  all  the  subjects  and  all  the  information 
properly  belonging  to  the  science  and  art  of  medicine  and  surgery.  They 
should  be,  as  they  are,  professors  of  anatomy,  physiology,  pathology, 
surgery,  diseases  in  general,  diseases  of  particular  classes,  chemistry,  ma- 
teria medica,  etc.,  etc. — embracing  the  whole  orb  of  the  science  and  art 
of  medicine  and  surgery — but  not  professors  of  *  Allopathy,'  *  Homoeopa- 
thy,* or  any  other  special  theory. 

tk  This  is  no  sublimated,  unapproachable  theory,  but  the  only  proper 
basis  of  a  university.  The  university  does  not  establish  a  department  of 
medicine  and  surgery  in  the  interests  of  any  particular  class  of  physicians, 
or  in  the  interest  of  conflicting  classes  of  physicians,  or  with  the  special 
purpose  of  making  doctors  of  any  particular  kind,  or  of  all  kinds,  but  to 
teach  the  science  fully  and  broadly — not  in  conflicting  schools  and  de- 
bates, but,  as  far  as  possible,  thoroughly — without  reference  to  local 
interest  and  partisan  distinctions.  Once  establish  the  precedent  that 
every  party  in  the  world  shall  be  recognized  by  name,  and  have  a  pro- 
fessor bearing  its  partisan  name,  and  irreparable  injury  is  done  to  the 
university." 

We  ask  pardon  for  inserting  such  long  quotations,  but  the  sweet  disin- 
terestedness of  the  president  in  what  he  believes  is  so  very  extraordinary 
that,  coming,  as  it  does,  at  this  peculiar  time  of  strife  and  discord  in  the 
university,  it  sounds  like 

••The  master  tones  of  a  rich  instrument." 

He  states,  first,  that  he  believes  "that  good  reasons  Jo  exist  why  a  pro- 
fessor of  Homoeopathy  should  not  be  appointed,"  and  immediately  con- 
tradicts himself  by  stating  that  he  does  not  argue  in  "  behalf  of  the  medi- 
cal profession,  or  Allopathy,  or  any  particular  class."  What,  then,  is  the 
tenor  of  his  remarks  ?  If  he  is  not  arguing  that  the  particular  class  ( Ho- 
rn ceopathists)  should  not  be  admitted  to  the  sacred  precincts  of  the  uni- 
versity, or  that  the  particular  class  (Allopathists)  should  still  continue  to 
hold  exclusive  sway  in  the  institution,  what  is  the  meaning  of  his  words  f 
It  is  very  obvious  that  he  means  to  mislead  many  of  the  unthinking  who 
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may  read  the  report;  and  that,  though  he  may  be  strenuously  upholding 
the  ancient  regime,  he  may  appear  to  be  acting  with  perfect  fairness  and 
candor. 

Bat  observe,  reader,  observe,  the  report  reads  "we  have  no 
professor  of  Allopathy  in  the  University  of  Michigan.  This  is  no  subter- 
fuge, but  a  solemn  fact/"  £et  any  candid,  honest,  thinking 
member  of  the  old  school  read  this  sentence,  and  let  him  give  hia 
opinion  whether  this  be  a  play  upon  words  or  otherwise ;  a  play  upon 
words  which  is  forgotten  further  on  in  the  report,  and  to  which  we 
desire  to  call  especial  attention. 

The  solemn  fact  is  that  they  have  a  professor  of  Allopathy,  unci  virtu- 
ally nothing  else ;  that  the  chair  is  not  so  styled  in  words,  but  that  the 
professor  of  practice  of  medicine  teaches  Allopathy,  and  no  other  system 
of  medicine,  "  is  no  subterfuge,  but  a  solemn  fact."    If  they  have  no 
chair  of  Allopathy  in  the  University  of  Michigan,  what  system  of  medi- 
cine is  taught  by  their  professor  of  therapeutics  ?    What  is  the  character 
of  the  prescriptions  which  are  recommended  as  applicable  to  disease  r 
what  the  variety  and  dispensation  of  drugs  and  the  doses  which  are  to  be 
employed  ?    This  effort  to  lay  aside  the  distinction  which  exists  between 
the  old  and  the  new  schools  of  medicine,  is  "a  mere  subterfuge."    It  is 
an  attempt  to  play  upon  words ;  an  effort  to  lead  astray  the  popular 
mind.     Believing,  as  *e  here  to-day  do,  in  the  principle  of  Homoeopathy, 
and  acknowledging  it  to  be  true,  we  could  also  say  to  the  people  of 
Michigan  that  their  university  is  destitute  of  a  professorship  of  practice ; 
that  they  have  a  chair  of  Allopathy,  to  be  sure,  but  that  it  is  entirely  secta- 
rian, and,  in  the  same  breath,  could  add  that  we  do  not  argue  in  behalf 
"of  any  particular  class." 

He  further  says :  "  We  do  not  want  university  professors  of  special  ideas 
and  theories,  who  believe  that  their  special  ideas  or  theories  embrace  all 
truth  in  their  respective  schools,  and  that  all  outside  of  their  special  ideas 
or  theories  is  false,  and  to  be  rooted  up  and  condemned."    In  mercy, 
hear  this.     In  the  first  place,  what  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  "  uni- 
versity ? "    It  means  the  combination  in  one  school  of  those  branches  of 
learning  which  appertain   to  the  sciences,  whether  in  law,  religion,, 
politics,  belles-lettres,  or  medicine;  and,  therefore,  if  there  should  be  any 
spot  on  the  broad  surface  of  the  globe  where  we  should  look  for  a  com- 
bination of  professorships,  where  all  branches  of  science  should  be  taught, 
it  is  within  the  sacred  and  scientific  precincts  of  a  university.    But,  as 
the  president  says  that  they  do  "  not  want  in  a  university,  professors  of 
special  ideas,  who  believe  that  all  outside  these  special  ideas  is  false  and 
should  be  rooted  up,"  etc..  will  he  be  true  to  his  trust  and  to  his  belief, 
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and  had  not  a  clean  sweep  better  be  made  at  once  of  the  majority  of  those 
professors  of  medicine,  who  do  so  far  believe  that  all  outside  of  their 
Allopathic  belief  is  to  be  rooted  up,  that  they  sent  forward  their  resigna- 
tions when  they  understood  that  a  chair  which  taught  doctrines  M  outside 
their  special  ideas  and  theories  "  was  to  be  established  in  the  institution  ? 
What  has  caused  this  mighty  rumpus  m  the  university,  if  it  has  not  been 
this  very  bigotry  which  the  president  so  loudly  condemns  ?    What  has 
caused  this  strife,  this  discord,  this  wrangling,  if  it  is  not  the  intolerance 
toward  the  establishment  of  a  scientific  chair,  outside  of  the  special 
ideas  of  those  now  occupying  positions  in  the  University.    Well  has  he 
said  by  such  a  course,  "  you  make  the  University  a  place  of  strife."   Have 
they  not  done  so  ?    Has  not  the  course  pursued  by  those  "who  believe 
that  their  special  ideas  or  theories  embrace  all  truth  in  their  respective 
schools,"  and  who  believe,  to  again  use  his  own  words  "  that  all  out- 
side of  their  special  ideas  or  theories  is  false,  and  to  be  rooted  up  and," 
— mark  the  last  word,  "  condemned,"  provoked  this  riot,  and  turned  the 
place  for  the  harmonious  inculcation  of  truth,"  into  "a  place  of  strife  and 
discord."    We  ask  you  reader,  we  ask  the  people  of  Michigan,  where  the 
fault  lies  in  regard  to  this  hubbub  f    Had  the  regents  and  professors  of 
this  University  obeyed  the  law  of  the  State ;  had  they  not  believed  that 
"  all  outside  their  special  ideas  and  theories  was  false,  and  to  be  rooted  up 
and  condemned,"  had  they  allowed  the  chair  of  Homoeopathy  to  be  es- 
tablished in  peace  and  quietness;  had  the  professors  refrained  from  ex- 
pressing their  indignation  that  a  chair  should  be  created  teaching  a  doc- 
trine, (a  doctrine  known  and  acknowledged  all  over  the  world,)  but,  con- 
trary "to  their  special  ideas  and  theories;"  had  resignations  not  been 
threatened  or  written ;  had  the  law  not  had  to  be  appealed  to,  "  would 
the  University"  (again  to  use  the  President's  language)  "not  still  be  a  place 
for  the  harmonious  inculcation  of  all  truth  ?"    But  hear  farther,  and  ob- 
serve the  sophistry  of  the  argument.    He  says :  u  There  should  be,  and 
there  are  Professors  of  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  Surgery,  Diseases 
in  General,  Diseases  of  particular  classes,  Chemistry,  Materia  Medica,  &c., 
Ac.    True,  true,  true,  all  vtry  true— so  there  should ;  but  in  the  mention 
of  these  sciences  which  are  taught  there  is  a  lamentable  deficiency.    Has 
the  President  forgotten  Therapeutic*  t  The  chair  of  all  other  most  impor- 
tant to  the  practitioner,  in  fact  that  chair  which  teaches  how  to  cure  the 
diseases  which  are  lectured  upon,  and  which  chair  he  knows  is  Allopathic. 
This  is  the  Professorship  we  desire  to  place  in  the  University  in  obedience 
to  the  law  of  the  State.    How  well  written  is  that  sentence.    He  does 
not  say  {ipraetice  of  medicine"  No !  No  !  "  A  chair  of  general  diseases  (?) 
Is  there  now,  or  has  there  ever  been  since  the  University  was  established 
a  professorship  of  what  the  President  cunningly  calls  u  diseases  in  gen- 
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mil,"  or  of  "diseases  of  particular  classes?  All  the  other  collateral 
branches  are  technically  named,  viz:  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology, 
Surgery,  Chemistry,  Materia  Medics.  But,  he  could  not  say  "  the  Chair 
of  Practice,"  because  some  innocent  individual  might  ask  what  kind  of 
practice  t  What  kind  of  doctrine  ?  and  the  answer  would  not  be  exactly 
in  correspondence  with  the  President's  language,  when  he  says  "we 
have  no  Professor  of  Allopathy  in  the  Michigan  University.  This  is  no 
subterfuge,  but  a  solemn  fact."  If  there  is  no  chair  of  Allopathy,  we 
would  ask  is  there  a  chair  of  "diseases  in  general  t"  and  is  this  chair  si?  ad- 
vertised frthe  announcement  of  the  University,  and  is  such  a  signature  ap- 
pended to  the  Diplomas  which  are  issued  by  the  Institution,  viz:  pro- 
fessor of  "diseases  in  general,"  and  who  is  the  fortunate  individual  who 
occupies  the  chair  of  "  diseases  in  general."  "  This  is  no  subterfuge,  but 
a  solemn  fact." 

We  cannot  see,  for  the  life  of  an,  how  the  President  can  calmly  sit 
down  and  state  that  M  the  University  does  not  establish  a  department  of 
medicine  and  surgery  in  the  interests  of  any  particular  class  of  physi- 
cians" when  he  knows  the  action  that  has  been  taken  by  the  regents  and 
the  professors  of  the  Institution.  They  acknowledge  the  'partisan  nam*" 
by  their  sets;  they  know  they  delight  in  the  term  of  Allopathy;  they 
revel  in  the  sound  of  the  "rtgvlar  profession."  The  love  to  be  worshipped 
as  the  "old  school,"  they  are  happy  in  issuing  their  thunders  against  the 
"new."  No  !  No  1  President  Haven,  the  law  of  timilia  limilibut  euran- 
tur  is  a  law  of  cure,  we  claim  that  it  must  be  introduced  into  your 
University  as  such,  and  to  use  the  language  of  your  report,  there  must 
be  "a  number  of  professors  who  shall  present  all  the  subjects  and  all 
the  information  belonging  to  the  science  and  art  of  medicine  and  surgery" 
to  make  the  Ann  Arbor  institution  a  complete  success  with  but  a  single 
exception.  Perhaps  that  professorship  of  diseases  in  general  msy  be  an- 
nulled.   

AN  ITEM  TO  BE  REMEMBERED. 

la  a  letter  dated  Vienna,  March  14th,  1800,  our  correspondent  gives 
the  following  item,  which  is  interesting  in  many  particulars :  "  An  ovari- 
atomy  was  performed  here  some  days  ago.  The  patient  died,  and  a  post 
mortem  made.  A  sponge  tern  found  in  the  abdominal  eavity,  which  had 
been  forgotten  through  negligence.  This  you  may  be  assured  created 
qnite  an  excitement." 

Removal.— Dr.  T.  P.  Allan  has  removed  from  105  Fourth  avenue,  to 
No.  3   East  33d  street,  New  York. 
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NOTICE. 


We  have  received  from  Mr.  Henry  Turner  a  communication  desiring 

■the  publication  of  the  following  notices : 

author's  notice. 

I  am  informed  that  a  so-called  second  edition  of  this  work,  with  a 
H(  Clinical  Index"  appended,  has  appeared  in  America.  It  is  right  that  I 
should  disclaim  all  responsibility  for  the  correctness  of  this  reprint,  which 
has  been  undertaken  without  my  knowledge  or  sanction.  The  "  Clinical 
Index"  I  have  no  desire  to  emulate.  It  is  foreign  to  the  scope  of  the 
present  volume,  which  is  an  aid  to  the  study  of  the  Materia  Medica,  and 
not  a  guide  to  the  treatment  of  disease.  My  second  volume,  which  I 
hope  to  complete  before  the  end  of  the  present  year,  will  essay  to  pro- 
vide the  latter  requisite.  Pharmacodynamics  and  Therapeutics,  separ- 
ately and  consecutively  studied,  constitute  the  knowledge  peculiar  to  the 
Homoeopathic  practitioner.  In  such  distinct  yet  complimentary  relation 
I  wish  them  to  stand  in  this  "  Manual  of  Homoeopathic  Practice.1' 

R.  H. 
publisher's  notice. 

Although  our  name  appears  on  the  title  of  the  so-called  second  edition 
of  Hughes'  "  Manual  of  Parmacodynamics,"  it  must  not  be  supposed  that 
we  have  any  connection  with  it.  The  name  appears  without  our  permis- 
sion, and  with  the  author  we  repudiate  it  altogether.  The  facsimile  of 
twr  trade-mark  appearing  both  on  the  title  page  and  on  the  binding  of 
American  reprint  is  also  calculated  to  mislead.  We  exceedingly  regret 
"being  compelled  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  trade-mark  regis- 
tered by  us  in  January,  1867,  has  been  copied,  but  owing  to  its  having 
been  so  misapplied  we  have  no  other  alternative.  H.  T.  &  Co. 

NOTB. 

Any  of  our  subscribers  who  desire  to  procure  the  interesting-  pamphlet 
•of  Mr.  Bent,  on  "  the  Thermometric  Gateways  to  the  Pole,"  and  who  will 
notify  us  of  the  fact,  will  have  a  copy  forwarded  by  mail,  gratis. 
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Mditor  cf  the  "  Western  Homoeopathic  Observer:" 

In  answer  to  a  communication  in  the  May  number  of  the 
■" Observer,"  from  "Forceps,"  your  regular  Baltimore  corres- 
pondent, who  desires  to  know  the  measurements  and  peculiari- 
ties of  my  obstetrical  forceps,  I  most  cheerfully  give  you  the 
following  particulars : 

Dimensions. — Extreme  length,  14  inches ;  length  of  handles  to 
the  shanks,  6}  inches ;  from  the  lock  to  the  extremity  of  the 
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blade,  71  inches;  length  of  shanks,  2  inches;  greatest  breadth 
of  blades,  1}  inches ;  distance  between  the  blades  when  closed, 
|  inch;  weight,  12  ounces. 

Advantages  over  other  forceps: — 

1.  They  are  lighter  than  most  other  forceps,  bat  sufficiently 
strong  for  all  purposes  where  the  forceps  can  be  used. 

2.  The  feneatrae  are  narrower  than  in  most  other  forceps, 
thereby  rendering  their  introduction  easier,  locking  with  much 
less  difficulty,  and  not  being  so  liable  to  injure  the  soft  parts  of 
the  mother,  or  rupture  the  perineum. 

3.  They  are  proportioned  so  as  to  be  applicable  in  all  cases 
where  the  forceps  can  be  uaed,  even  when  the  head  is  at  the 
superior  strait,  thus  doing  away  with  the  long  forceps, 
(Hodges'  or  Baudelocque's.) 

4.  The  shanka  are  so  carved  as  to  form  a  ring  in  which  it 
will  be  found  very  convenient  to  insert  the  finger,  when  making 
traction;  in  this  they  are  superior  to  Hodges'  or  Baudelocques' 
forceps  where  the  ring  is  wanting. 

5.  The  peculiar  curve  of  the  shanks  renders  them  more 
symmetrical,  does  not  increase  their  weight,  as  do  the  rings  in 
Bedford's  forceps. 

6.  The  cranial  and  pelvic  curves  have  been  carefully  measured 
so  as  to  correspond  as  nearly  as  possible  with  the  form  of  the 
festal  head  and  the  curve  of  Cams,  or  the  axis  of  the  pelvic  cavity. 

Your  correspondent  speaks  of  Knight's  forceps  as  having  no 
feneatrae,  and  says :  "  they  never  slip,  and  are  the  only  ones  in 
his  experience  that  have  not  done  so." 

When  a  pair  of  properly  constructed  forceps  slip,  the  accident 
is  to  be  attributed  more  to  the  unskillful  operator,  than  to 
the  instrument.  The  object  of  fenestras  in  the  blades,  is, 
first,  to  make  them  lighter;  and,  secondly,  to  allow  of  a  closer 
adaptation  of  the  forceps  to  the  head  of  the  child,  so  that  the 
parietal  protuberances  may  pass  through  them,  and  thereby 
render  them  much  less  liable  to  slip.  In  my  forceps  I  have 
kept  in  view  two  principles :  first,  simplicity  in  construction ; 
second,  to  render  the  mechanism  perfect  as  possible,  and  as  a 
result  I  claim  to  have  an  instrument  which  can  be  very  easily 
introduced,  applied,  and  locked ,  having  a  power  and  strength 
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requisite  for  all  purposes  where  the  long  forceps  might  be  pre- 
ferred, which  latter  are  by  no  means  so  safe  in  inexperienced 
hands  as  the  short  forceps.  Yours,  &c., 

T.  G.  Com8tock,  M.  D. 
St.  Louis,  May  1,  1869. 


Editor  of  the  "  Western  Homoeopathic  Observer ;" 

Dr.  Geo.  E.  Shipman,  of  Chicago,  has  just  completed  a  trans- 
lation from  the  German  of  Dr.  GrauvogeFs  very  elaborate  work 
upon  the  physiology,  pathology  and  therapeutics  of  Homoeop- 
athy. The  translation  of  this  work  must  have  been  indeed  a 
Herculean  task,  and  the  profession  are  greatly  indebted  to  Dr. 
S.  for  placing  it  within  their  reach.  Dr.  S.  will  be  subjected  to 
a  great  expense  in  the  publication  of  this  work,  fend  proposes 
to  issue  it  by  subscription. 

Physicians  wishing  to  subscribe  may  send  their  names  to  Dr. 
8.,  Chicago,  111.  T.  G.  C. 


HIGHLY    INTERESTING     CORRESPONDENCE    FROM   A 

COUNTRY   PHYSICIAN. 


Editor  of  the  "  Western  Homoeopathic  Observer:" 

A  few  weeks  ago  Dr.  Clark,  of  this  city,  extended  the  cour- 
tesy to  me  of  being  present  at  the  post  mortem  examination  of  a 
woman,  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  single,  who  had  been  sick 
for  four  years.  She  had  had  various  treatments  (no  homoeo- 
pathic), had  taken  frequent  very  large  doses  of  calomel,  quinine, 
etc.  The  physicians  who  had  attended  her  gave  it  as  their 
opinion  that  they  did  not  know  what  the  disease  was.  They 
had  theorized  and  speculated,  but  had  arrived  at  no  diagnosis 
or  conclusion. 

Dr.  Clark  was  last  called,  and  from  him  I  hear  that  when  he 
first  saw  the  subject  she  was  enormous  in  Size,  the  whole  abdo- 
men being  distended  ;  with  great  hardness  of  surface.  Patient 
complained  of  much  pain  in  the  region  of  the  right  ovary,  and 
of  a  sense  of  suffocation  ;  yet  the  chest  did  not  seem  to  bo 
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greatly  distended.  The  menses  had  ceased  for  two  or  three 
years,  and,  that  function  being  suspended,  one  physician  had 
-diagnosed  pregnancy — (false  conception  /)  The  lower  extremi- 
ties were  bat  little  cedematious ;  urine  at  times  was  scant,  and 
sometimes  contained  much  mucous.  The  patient  had  all  tha 
time  a  fair  appetite,  but  was  very  restless. 

Twenty-four  hours  after  death  there  was  no  collapse  of  the 
abdomen,  but  it  felt  "  as  hard  as  a  stone."  Of  course  the  opin- 
ion still  prevailed  that  there  was  a  large  tumor,  probably 
ovarian  ;  yet  some  doubt  was  manifested  regarding  it,  and 
dropsical  effusion,  etc.,  was  hinted  at ;  it  was  therefore  pro- 
posed to  proceed  cautiously  with  the  knife.  A  trocar  was  first 
introduced,  in  case  there  should  have  been  effusion,  but  to  the 
surprise  of  two  of  the  physicians  present,  who  had  attended 
her  lately  for  a  few  weeks,  a  steady  stream  of  fluid  followed  the 
withdrawal  of  the  trocar ;  and,  though  the  stream  was  full,  yet 
we  found  that  we  made  such  slow  progress  in  reducingthebulk 
of  the  abdomen,  that  we  concluded  to  facilitate  the  discharge 
by  making  the  opening  larger  and  inserting  a  fair-sised  lamp- 
chimney,  by  which  means  we  succeeded  in  drawing  off  the  fluid 
in  a  comparatively  short  time.  The  liquid  consisted  of  a  dark 
brawn  serum,  very  thick,  and  containing  shreds  of  pus  and 
mucous.  The  amount  discharged  was  twenty-eight  quarto — I 
measured  the  quantity  myself  with  a  quart  measure.  The  per~ 
itontum  was  thickened  to  at  least  one-eighth  of  an  inch,  and 
was  as  tough  as  leather:  in  fact  it  resembled  cartilage  more 
than  anything  else,  and,  its  whole  surface  showed  patches  of 
inflammation.  Of  course  no  tumor  was  found  of  any  conse- 
quence, but  a  small  scirrhous  growth  on  the  neck  of  the  uterus, 
not  larger  than  a  fair-sized  hen's-egg ;  this  growth  contained 
dark  and  offensive  pus.  The  ovaries  were  entirely  obliterated, 
and  nothing  but  a  mass  of  pus  was  found  in  their  place.  There 
was  also  obliteration  of  the  oe-utcri.  The  bladder  was  pressed 
considerably  upward,  and  contained  but  little  dark  urine.  The 
kidneys  were  very  much  reduced  in  sue,  with  fatty  deposits,  and 
the  intestines  were  pressed  upward  between  the  eighth  and 
tenth  ribs  of  left  side.  The  heart  was  normal  in  size  and 
appearance,  but  abnormal  as  to  its  location ;  it  was  carried  over 
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to  the  right  side,  and  as  far  upward  as  the  second  and  third 
ribs.  The  liver  was  atonic  and  enlarged,  and  occupied  the 
space  under  the  eighth  and  ninth  ribB  of  the  right  side,  and  also 
of  the  left  side,  under  the  fourth  and  fifth  ribs.  The  lungs  were 
collapsed,  bnt  there  was  no  indication  of  tuberculosis.  The 
stomach — excepting  the  cardiac  orifice,  which  showed  traces 
of  inflammation — was  healthy. 

On  the  whole,  the  pathological  phenomena  were  very  inter- 
eating,  and  I  leave  it  for  you,  or  to  some  of  your  correspondents 
and  contributors,  to  speculate  and  theorize  upon  this  really 
important  and  singular  case. 

TRICHINA. 

The  specimen  I  sent  you — piece  of  psoas  major  muscle — has 
givon  you  some  idea  to  what  extent  the  trichina?  have  invested 
the  body  of  Mrs.  Thos.  W.  Tefft,  who  died  here  some  four 
weeks  ago.  The  whole  family, — father,  mother,  and  two  chil- 
dren,— were  sick  with  the  disease.  Dr.  Tefft,  brother  of  the 
sick  man,  attended  the  family,  and  from  him  I  learn  that  the 
disease  assumed  the  character  of  a  gastric  fever,  and  was 
treated  accordingly;  but,  he  informs  me,  that  he  was  disap- 
pointed with  the  action  of  his  remedies;  they  did  not  seem  to 
produce  the  desired  effect,  and  after  he  treated  them  for  a  con- 
siderable length  of  lime  (two  or  three  weeks),  he  had  suspicion 
that  the  disease  resembled,  very  much,  trichiniasis,  and  he 
examined  some  ham  which  the  family  bad  in  the  house,  and 
from  which  they  had  been  eating  previous  to  their  sickness ; 
bnt  the  Doctor  did  not  discover  any  trichinte.  Mrs.  T.  died, 
and  her  husband  was  getting  better.  The  girl  was  nine  years 
old  and  the  boy  between  seven  and  eight  years. 

The  Doctor  being  still  of  the  opinion  that  Mrs.  T.  died  of 
tricbininsis,  he  examined  now  some  of  the  salt  pork,  and  he 
found  trichina"  to  a  very  large  amount — say  from  15,000  to 
to  2&,000  to  a  cubic  inch  of  the  pork.  Through  the  courtesy 
of  Dr.  T.,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  myself.  I  devoted 
several  evenings  to  the  investigation,  and  was  satisfied  that  the 
pork  was  diseased  throughout.  After  consultation,  the  Dr.  was 
I  a  permit  from  his  brother  to  exhume  the  body  of 
I  have    an   examination    of  it  made.      This  was 
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done;  and,  in  the  presence  of  nearly  all  our  city  physicians, 
the  body  was  exhumed  and  examined  at  the  dead  bouse.  Sev- 
eral powerful  microscopes  Were  at  hand,  with  which  the  inves- 
tigation was  carried  on.  The  result  was  that  trichina  were 
found  in  all  the  muscular  structure ;  none  were  found  in  the 
lungs,  liver,  heart,  kidneys,  &c.j  the  psoas  major,  rectus-femoris, 
and  tibialis  posticus,  contained  the  largest  number.  Very  many 
were  also  in  the  diaphragm.  In  the  evening  the  investigation* 
were  continued;  some  parte  of  muscle  were  immersed  in  a 
solution  of  Bait  and  water,  and  the  result  was  that  we  had 
ocular  demonstration  of  living  trichina;  from  various  portions 
of  the  muscles.  Dr.  T.  and  myself  continued  our  investigation 
for  several  days,  and  we  concluded  that  not  less  than  from 
25,000  to  40,000  of  these  parasites  invested  a  cubic  inch  of 
muscle.  J  need  not  dwell  upon  any  description  of  the  trichina; ; 
suffice  it  to  Bay  that  the  diagrams  and  descriptions  given  in  the 
U.  8.  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Nos.  4,  5,  6,  7  and  8,  ara 
most  correct,  and,  I  dare  say,  they  are  perfect,  to  the  very 
ininutia.  It  may  be  added  here,  however,  that,  although  I 
have  seen  thousands  of  parasites,  yet  I  have  not  observed  two 
alike,  regarding  their  spiral  twistings  and  gyrations.  Above  it 
should  have  been  mentioned  that  the  motion  of  the  parasite  is 
similar  to  that  of  a  cork-screw ;  at  any  rate,  so  it  appeared  to  us. 
They  were  quite  active  in  their  boring  operations. 

Dr.  Clark's  estimate  as  to  the  number  of  worms  investing  the 
muscles  of  this  subject,  is  from  60,000  to  90,000  per  cubic  inch. 

The  people  here  were  greatly  excited  upon  this  subject. 
Fork  and  beans,  broiled  bam  and  eggs,  and  other  swine-flesh 
fixings,  are  at  a  discount.  Many  farmers  in  the  vicinity 
brought  samples  of  their  pork  to  the  city  for  examination,  but 
so  far  nothing  further  was  developed. 

Elgin,  May,  1869.     Jakto. 

Nora. --The  note  under  our  Editorial,  calling  attention  to  the  fact 
that  a  sponge  had  been  left  in  the  abdomen  after  an  operation  for  ovari- 
otomy, although  receiving  a  wide  circulation,  is  contradicted  by  the 
Vienna  correspondent  of  the  Medical  Timet  and  Oatette,  who  states  that 
Pro£  Billroth  has  written  to  the  editor  of  Frrie  Prct*  contradicting  the 
report,  and  declaring  his  intention  to  take  legal  proceedings  against  the 
propagator  of  the  scandal.  Ed. 
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R.  H.  Morrill,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Editor. 


St.  Louis  supports  five  medical  periodicals. 

A  lad j  in  Richmond,  Ya.,  lately  gave  birth  to  twins,  thirteen  days 
elapsing  between  the  births. 

A  veterinary  surgeon  recently  died  in  Springfield,  from  being  bitten  by 
a  glaodered  hone. 

Prolific. — New  Albany  has  a  woman  only  thirty-two  years  of  age, 
who  has  given  birth  to  sixteen  children. 

Dr.  Seymour  employs  the  Protoxide  of  Azote,  as  an  aneesthetic  in  the 
extraction  of  teeth.    It  is  innoxious  and  respired  without  difficulty. 

Alcohol. — Dr.  Poulet  says  that  Alcohol  in  large  doses  is  a  son  specific 
for  poisoning  by  mushrooms. 

Mr.  Augustus  Ward,  of  Cincinnati,  left  by  will  98,000  to  the  Society 
for  the  relief  of  widows  and  orphans  of  medical  men. 

In  India,  during  the  past  year,  1,137  persons  hare  died  from  snake 
bite. 

Surgical. — Dr.  Fenwick,  of  Montreal,  recently  excised  the  entire 
tongue  for  epithelial  cancer.  The  ablation  was  performed  in  nine  min- 
utes.   This  is  the  first  operation  of  the  kind  performed  in  Canada. 

A  native  of  Sitka,  recently  ate  ten  pounds  of  butter  at  one  meal,  and 
still  lives. 

Dr.  Louis  Bauer,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  T.,  has  accepted  the  position  of  Pro- 
fessor of  orthopaedics  and  principles  of  Surgery,  in  the  Humboldt  Med- 
ical College  of  this  city. 

The  oldest  man  in  the  world  has  just  died  in  Poland.  His  name  was1 
Remer,  he  lived  in  Podolia,  and  had  just  entered  inn  189th  year.  At  80 
his  hair  was  white,  but  afterwards  changed  to  a  light  brown  shade, 
which  it  retained  until  the  time  of  his  death. 

A  medical  congress  is  to  be  held  at  Florence,  composed  of  medical  men 
of  all  nations,  it  will  open  on  the  20th  day  of  September,  and  close  on 
the  6th  of  Oct.ol.er, 

To  Prbvbst  Death  by  Ch lokopohh.— Experiments  on  inferior  ani- 
mals show  that  they  may  be  restored  from  apparent  death  froth  chloroform 
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by  the  continuous  galvanic  current,  the  negative  pole  being  put  in  the 
mouth  and  the  positive  pole  in  the  rectum.  This  certainly  is  worthy  a 
trial  in  such  cases  as  occur  among  the  human  family. 

Thb  Skut  not  am  Absobbknt.— A  German  doctor  maintains  that  the 
tinman  skin  when  healthy  does  not  absorb,  and  that  bsthu  have  no  effect 
upon  it.  He  offer*  to  go  into  a  bath  containing  the  most  poisonous  sub- 
stance, if  not  corrosive,  to  test  the  theory,  to  pay  a  fine  if  wrong,  and  to 
go  to  Paris  and  submit  himself  to  the  Academy  of  Medicine  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

Blood  Poraiotnwo  prom  a  Surgical  Opebatium. — Maurice  Collis,  of 
Dublin,  while  removing  a  tumor  from  a  patient's  neck,  In  the  Heath  Hos- 
pital, inflicted  a  slight  wound  upon  his  finger.  Although  the  wound  ap- 
peared at  the  time  to  be  a  very  trivial  one,  yet  in  a  few  days  it  resulted 
in  a  disease  produced  by  blood  poisoning,  which,  notwithstanding  the 
efforts  of  his  medical  friends,  terminated  in  his  death. 

Horrible  F a wtkb  at  Memel. — The  frontiers  of  Russia  and  Prussia, 
ftoin  Citourian,  as  far  as  Memel,  are  at  present  a  prey  to  a  horrible  famine. 
The  entire  population,  but  especially  the  Jews,  being  decimated  by  han- 
ger and  typhoid  fever. 

Suboical  Pbizb.— The  Surgical  Society  of  Paris,  has  announced  the 
subject  of  the  Laboui  Prise,  "£48, "to  be  awarded  January,  1870.  Point 
ont  by  clinical  facts  the  actual  value  ot  intra  malleolar  amputation  from 
the  following  points  of  view  i 

1st  Mortality  consequent  upon  the  operation. 

3nd.  The  manner  of  performing  it, 

3d.  The  usefulness  of  the  stump  in  walking, 

4th.  The  artificial  limbs  best  calculated  for  these  stumps. 

Tubxbolb. — H.  Cormal,  of  Belfast,  in  speaking  on  this  svbject  says : 
Amat  of  development  of  tubercle  can  be  prevented  by  enforcing  the 
respiration  of  air  not  pre- breathed. 

Washington  Medical  Society. — Mr.  Anthony  introduced  in  the  Seu- 
*te  yesterday  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Washington  Homceopatbic  Medical 
Society.  It  names  as  corporators,  T.  S.  Verdi,  Q.  W.  Pope,  C.  W.  Son- 
wwschmidt,  E.  S.  Kimball,  and  John  Brainerd,  with  power  to  hold  real 
u<l  personal  estimate  to  the  amount  of  $30,000,  and  exempts  its  members 
from  liability  to  be  mustered  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States. 
The  members  thereof  are  authorized  to  practice  medicine  and  surgery, 
collect  their  fees,  &c.,  like  other  medical  societies  and  enjoy  equal  rights 
ud  privileges,  examine  candidates,  admit  members,  &c  Referred  to  the 
^strict  Committee. — Washington  Morning  Chronicle,  March  Slst. 
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Paralysis  of  tke  Palate. — The  .Swine,  at  April,  mentions  two  cases 
of  paralysis  of  the  palate,  caused  by  the  continued  aee  of  bromide  of  po- 
tassium in  large  dose*. 

The  wife  of  Marshal  Valiant,  who  recently  died,  shaved  regularly  for 
man;  yean.  During  her  last  illness  her  beard  became  so  bushy  that  when 
the  physician  who  visits  all  the  dead  examined  her,  he  asked,  "what 
was  this  gentleman's  position  t" 

Opium  eating  is  quite  prevalent  among  the  ladies  of  New  York. 

A  Chicago  judge  has  decided  that  medical  experts  may  demand  and 
collect  their  fees  previous  to  giving  testimony. 

Mors  R«yoiiM.— The  physicians  of  Buchanan,  Mich.,  have  adopted  a 
uniform  foe  bill,  and  employ  a  collector  who  collects  all  hills  after  they 
are  due  sixty  days.  Any  one  allowing  a  bill  to  run  over  this  time  are  re- 
fused the  services  of  any  physician  except  on  an  order  from  a  superior. 

Pbbmatubb  Interments.— We  trust  that  the  prizes  bequeathed  by 
the  late  Marquis  d'  Ourches,  will  stimulate  all,  but  particularly  the  medi- 
cal profession,  to  renewed  exertions  in  the  attempt  to  discover  some  sure 
means  of  averting  this  dire  calamity. 

One  hundred  students  have  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.,  from  the  dif- 
ferent Homoeopathic  Medical  Colleges  during  the  past  year. 

Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Kakbas.— Pursuant  to  call  a 
number  of  Homoaopathic  physicians  met  in  convention  on  the  14th  April, 
1809,  at  the  office  ef  Drs.  Mayer  &  Edic,  in  the  city  of  Leavenworth,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  forming  a  State 
Medical  Society.  Br.  Mayer  called  the  convention  to  order,  and  nomina- 
ted B,  Huson,  of  Lawrence,  for  President ;  which  motion  prevailed. 

J.  J.  Edic,  of  Leavenworth,  wss  elected  Secretary  of  the  Convention. 

Dr.  M.  Mayer,  offered  the  following  resolution  which  was  adopted : 

Bemlved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  the  time  has  come 
when  the  cause  of  Homoeopathy  demands  that  we  shall  organise  ourselves 
into  a  State  Society,  and  that  we  now  proceed  to  form  such  an  associa- 
tion. 

Drs.  Mayer,  Grasmuck,  and  Rubicon  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
draft  a  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  which  were  adopted.  Thereupon  the 
following  gentlemen  were  elected  to  their  respective  offices  by  the  Hon- 
orable Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Kansas: 

PsBsroxMT. — Richard  Huson,  M.  D.,  Lawrence. 

Vica-PnnaniSNT. — James  A.  Rubicon,  M.  D.,  Atchison. 

Secretary  asd  Treasurer. — Martin  Mayer,  M.  D.,  Leavenworth. 

Boaju)  of  CmmoRB, — Lewis  Grasmuck,  M.D.,  Weston;  B.  L.  Davis, 
M.  D.,  Port  Seott;  W.  B.  Bolton,  M.D.,  Topeka;  R.  M.  Huntington, 
M.D.,  Wyandotte;  J.  J.  Edic,  M.D.,  Leavenworth. 


Orator.— C.  E.  McColUeter,  M.D.,  Manhattan. 
Dklkqatkh  to  American  Ihstttutb  or  Hox<eopatbt. — Martin  Mayer, 
M.  D.,  of  Leavenworth ;  Samuel  K.  Huson,  H.  D.,  of  Lawrence. 

On  notion  the  Society  then  adjourned  until  Thursday  morning  at  8 

O'clock.  RlCBABD  HUSON,  H.D.,  President, 

J.  J.  Edic,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

SECOND   OAT'B    PROCEEDINGS. 

Pursuant  to  adjournment  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  tho 
State  of  Kansas,  re  aaaambhd  at  the  office  of  Drs,  Mayer  &  Edic,  at  6 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  the  President,  Richard  Huson,  M.D.,  in  the  chair. 

The  journal  of  the  last  meeting  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  notify  the  members  of  their  election. 

Dra.  Mayer  and  Rubicon  were  appointed  a  committee  to  procure  a  suit- 
able teal  with  device  and  inscription,  and  certificates  of  membership  for 
the  use  of  the  Society. 

Dra.  Mayer,  Bolton  and  8.  M.  Huson  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
procure  a  charter  at  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  in  Lawrence  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  May,  1870. 

RICHARD  HUSON,  M.  D.,  President 

Kaktek  Hates,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

The  One  HuHDKBn  axd  Fourteenth  Anniversary  of  the  birth  of 
Samuel  Hahnemann,  founder  of  the  Homoeopathic  school  of  medicine,  was 
celebrated  in  St.  Louis,  by  a  banquet,  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Comstock. 
Nearly  all  the  Homoeopathic  physicians  in  the  city  were  present. 

Medical  Council,  or  Oktajuo. — The  late  meeting  of  the  above  society- 
was  rather  a  stormy  one.  The  subject  of  discussion  being  the  Medical 
Act  of  Ontario.  We  have  no  room  for  the  discussions,  but  will  give  a 
statement  of  the  business  transacted,  as  gleaned  from  the  foil  reports  of 
Tie  Glebe: 

Moved,  that  the  Council  declines  to  interfere  in  the  arrangements  for 
the  election  of  any  of  the  members  of  Council  excepting  those  who  rep- 
resent the  regular  profession.    After  some  discussion  the  motion  was  lost. 

Moved,  that  the  fee  for  the  remuneration  of  the  returning  officer  be  IS. 
Adopted. 

After  the  reading  of  a  communication  from  the  Canadian  Institute,  av 
motion  was  made  by  Dr.  Brouse  that  the  communication  lie  on  the  table, 
which,  after  a  sharp  discussion,  was  adopted  by  11  to  8. 


Dr.  Richardson  moved  the  following  resolution:  "That  this   Council 
would  emphatically  condemn  the  following  amendments  to  the  Medical 
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Act,  viz :  1st  The  25th  clause  by  which  it  is  provided  that  every  candi- 
date who  shall,  at  the  time  of  his  examination,  signify  his  wish  to  be  reg- 
istered as  Homoeopathic  or  Eclectic  practitioner  shall  not  be  required  to 
pass  an  examination  in  either  Materia  Medica  or  Therapeutics,  or  in  the 
theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  or  in  Surgery,  or  Midwifery  except  the 
operative  practical  parts  thereof,  before  any  Examiners  other  than  those 
approved  of  by  the  Representative  in  the  Council  of  the  body  to  which 
he  shall  signify  his  wish  to  belong. 

2.  The  4th  clause  by  which  it  is  expressly  provided  that  the  saving  ef- 
fect of  the  29th  Vic.  Cap.  34,  "  shall  not  be  modified  or  restricted  in  any 
way  whatever,"  and  in  consequence  of  which  the  rights,  franchise,  power 
•or  duty,  of  the  Homoeopathic  or  Eclectic  Board  are  not  in  any  way 
"abridged,"  altered  or  affected." 

3.  The  3rd  section  of  the  23rd  clause,  by  which  "any  person,  who  has 
actually  practiced  medicine,  surgery,  or  midwifery,  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  Homoeopathy  or  the  Eclectic  system  of  medicine  before  the  first 
day  of  January,  1850,  and  for  the  last  six  years  in  Ontario,  may,  by  the 
direction  of  the  Representative  of  the  Homoeopathic  or  Eclectic  systems 
of  medicine,  "be  admitted  to  register  under  the  act,  and  by  so  doing,  ac- 
cording to  section  6,  become  a  member  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  of  Ontario." 

Dr.  Fulton  having  spoken,  the  resolution  was  lost  by  9  to  6. 

It  was  moved  by  Dr.  Aikens,  seconded  by  Dr.  Brouse — That  the 
Treasurer  is  hereby  instructed  to  refund  $5  to  such  practitioners  as  were 
-entitled  to  be  registered  before  the  1st  July,  1865,  and  who  have  paid  $10 
for  their  registration.    Carried. 

Moved  by  Dr.  Aikens,  seconded  by  Dr.  Brouse. — That  Homoeopathies 
and  Eclectics,  who  had  license  from  their  respective  boards  before  the  1st 
July,  1865,  and  who  may  within  one  year  after  the  passing  of  the  "On- 
tario  Medical  Act"  desire  to  register  are  permitted  to  do  so  on  the  pay- 
ment of  $5,  and  otherwise  complying  with  the  provisions  of  said  Act 
Carried. 

Moved  by  Dr.  Fulton,  seconded  by  Dr.  McGill,  that  the  Registrar  be 
instructed  to  announce  by  advertisement  in  the  Olobs  and  Leader  "that 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  new  Medical  Act,  all  Medical 
Practitioners  who  were  qualified  and  entitled  to  be  registered  before 
the  first  day  of  July,  1865,  may,  on  complying  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Act  obtain  such  registration  on  payment  of  a  fee  of  $5,  provided 
they  register  before  the  23rd  day  of  January,  1870." 

A  vote  of  thanks  having  been  passed  to  the  President,  the  Council  ad- 
journed tine  die. 

Cataract  is  now  being  cured  by  a  new  process  without  operation.  A 
phosphuretted  coliyrium  is  applied  to  the  eye,  which  gradually  restores 
the  transparency  of  the  crystaline  lens,  from  the  circumference  to  the  cen- 
tre, which  is  the  last  to  yield.  30  Grammes  of  Oil  of  Sweet  Almonds  and 
10  Centigrammes  of  Phosphorus,,  are  dissolved  in  a  water  bath  at  176 
Fahrenheit  in  a  closed  vessel,  and  4  grains  instilled  between  the  lids  of 
the  affected  eye,  four  times  a  day,  until  a  cure  is  effected. 

^urb  for  Hydrophobia. — We  take  great  pleasure  in  placing  before 
"ts  the  treatment  of  Dr.  Bussion.    While  suffering  himself  with 
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thia  fearful  disease,  he  says:  "I  took  a  vapor  bath  with  the  idea  of  suffo- 
cating myself.  On  the  temperature  of  the  bath  reaching  flftj-two  degrees 
centigrade,  all  the  symptoms  disappeared  as  by  enchantment,  and  have 
never  since  returned.  I  have  sines  applied  the  same  treatment  to  more 
than  eighty  persona  bitten  by  mad  animals,  and  have  not  experienced  one 
failure.  As  a  preservative  treatment,  when  a  person  haa  been  bitten  by  a 
mad  animal,  let  him  take  seven  vapor  baths  ranging  in  temperature  from 
fifty  seven  to  sixty-three  degrees.  But  if  the  disease  has  already  manifes- 
ted itself,  let  the  bath  be  rapidly  brought  np  to  fifty-seven  degrees,  and 
then  slowly  increased  to  sixty-three  degrees.  In  the  latter  case  one  bath 
■offices;  but  the  patient  must  keep  his  room  until  thoroughly  cored. 

Second  Siqht. — The  following  instance  comes  to  us  vouched  for  by 
one  of  the  brethren.  An  aged  colored  man  in  Pensacola,  Florida,  after 
having  been  totally  blind  for  many  years,  awoke  one  morning  to  And  hie 
eyesight  folly  restored.  The  man  retained  his  eyesight  until  his  death 
which  occurred  some  months  afterwards. 

As  old  man  in  hospital  at  Bicatre,  France,  is  said  to  have  slept  com- 
fortably seven  weeks  without  waking. 

Reform. — To  assist  them  in  collecting  their  fees,  the  physicians  of  Mill- 
ville,  N.  J.,  have  adopted  certain  resolutions  of  which  the  following  is  a 
brief  summary :  At  the  last  visit  to  the  patient,  the  physician  shall  have 
his  bill,  which  if  unsettled  at  the  end  of  ninety  days,  shall  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  a  collector,  who  may  retain  it  not  more  than  six  months,  if 
unsettled  within  that  time  it  shall  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  and  if  not  liquidated  within  three  months,  the  persons  name 
for  whom  the  bill  was  made  shall  be  placed  upon  a  list,  of  which  each 
physician  shall  have  a  copy.  Any  person  whose  name  appears  upon  the 
list  shall  not  receive  the  services  of  the  profession,  until  all  arrears  are 
paid,  or  by  an  order  from  the  Overseer  of  the  Poor. 

Mrs.  Harriet  IT.  Hosmer,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  recently  deceased,  left 
large  bequests  to  a  number  of  benevolent  objects.  Among  tbem  one  of 
145,000  to  the  Hartford  Hospital,  and  an  additional  $25,000  on  condition 
that  Homceopaths  are  recognized. 

DniNGEHuouiifEss.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  some  of  our  Allo- 
pathic brethren,  while  denouncing  Homoeopathy  in  the  heaviest  term?, 
do  not  hesitate  to  avail  themselves  of  its  teachings  in  the  manner  of  treat. 
ing  the  sick  entrusted  to  their  care,  but  even  have  the  audacity  to  set 
forth  some  of  jts  principles  and  provings  under  the  heading  of  original 
articles. 
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Books  and  Pamphlets  Received. 


At  the  Commencement  of  the  Chicago  Medical  College  which  took 
place  March  23d,  thirty  students  received  the  degree  of  M.  D. 

Obituary. — John  Epps,  M.  D.,  died  on  the  12th  of  Feb.  from  a  paraly- 
tic attack  complicated  with  asthma.  He  averred  his  faith  inHomoepathy 
as  early  as  1838  since  which  time  he  was  undeviating  in  his  advocacy  of  all 
the  practical  details,  and  theoretical  speculations  contained  in  the  Organ- 
oil.  He  was  an  able  writer,  and  worked  successfully  for  the  advance- 
ment of  Homoeopathy.  He  leaves  a  large  circle  of  friends  who  mourn 
his  loss. 

Small  Pox  is  immensely  fatal  in  San  Francisco.  More  than  3000  people 
have  died  of  the  disease  within  the  past  few  months. 

To  remove  Foreign  Bodies  from  the  Ear. — J.  Hutchinson,  Surgeon 
to  the  London  Hospital,  recommends  the  use  of  a  loop  of  flexible  wire. 
The  patients  head  being  placed  on  its  side,  the  operator  should  gently 
press  the  loop  into  the  ear,  turn  it  a  little,  and  then  withdraw  it.  The 
plan  is  easy,  simple,  effectual,  and  free  from  risk. 

Purpura  Hemorrhagica.— An  interesting  case  of  this  disease  recent- 
ly occurred  in  Zanesville.  A.  M.  Lindsey  was  taken  on  the  27th  of  Feb. 
with  bleeding  from  the  nose  which  was  checked  only  by  plugging.  He 
made  a  good  recovery,  and  last  week  was  about  the  streets  as  usual, 
though  looking  somewhat  pale.  On  the  20th  of  March  he  was  again 
taken  with  bleeding,  this  time  from  the  nose,  eyes,  ears,  mouth, 
And  pores  of  the  skin,  which  continued,  notwithstanding  everything 
that  could  be  done,  until  about  the  middle  of  the  night,  when  death 
ensued. 

Chlorate  of  Potash  in  Abortion. — J.  R.  Lewis  reports  four  cases  of 
threatened  abortion,  as  successfully  relieved  by  the  use  of  Chlorate  of  Pot- 
ash in  doses  of  three  grains  four  times  a  day. 


BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS  RECEIVED. 


Proving  of  Carbolic  Acid.  By  T.  Bacmeister,  M.  D.;  T.  8.  Hoyne, 
M.  D. ;  T.  C.  Duncan,  M.  D. ;  T.  P.  Hedges,  M.  D. ;  C.  W.  Boyce,  M.  D. 
Chicago,  1869. 


Locations,  etc. 
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A  Contribution  to  the  study  of  HumanMilk.  By  T.  P.  Allen,  AJI.,M.D. 
Medical  Investigator ;   May. 
American  Horn.  Observer;  May,  June. 
Homosopatby  in  18fl».    By  Wm.  Bayes,  M.  D.    London. 
The  Medical  Bulletin.    Baltimore. 
Bibliotheque  Homoeopathique.    April.    Paris. 

Monograph  on  Dioscorea  Villosa  and  Dioscorein,  etc  By  A.  M. 
Cashing,  M.  D.    Lynn,  Mass.    Detroit,  Mich. 

Pathogeneses  of  Ptelia  Trifoliate.  By  E.  H.  Hate,  M,  D.  Reprinted 
from  Transactions  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy. 

Letter  to  Professor  A.  B.  Palmer,  A  H.,  M.  D.,  of  the  University  of 
Michigan.  By  Charles  J,  Hempel,  M.  D.  Detroit,  Mich.  Office  of 
Am.  Horn.  Observer. 

Homoeopathic  Quarterly.    April. 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter.    (Weekly.) 
Polar  Magnetism.    By  Mr.  A  Parker. 
Second  Lecture  on  Polar  Magnetism. 
Transactions  of  the  Am.  Institute  of  Homoeopathy. 
British  Journal  of  Homoeopathy.    April. 
Philadelphia  University  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 
U.  B.  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
American  Journal  of  Horn.  Mat.  Med.    March,  April. 
Ohio  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter.    May. 
Monthly  Horn.  Review.    London.    April. 
The  Homceopathic  World.    London.    April. 
Hahnemann) an  Monthly.    April. 
New  England  Medical  Oazette.    April. 
Boston  Journal  of  Chemistry.    April. 
Valedictory  Address.    By  N.  D.  Tirrell,  M.  D. 
Brief  History  of  the  Materia  Medica.     By  S.  B.  Barlow,  VL  D. 
Seventeenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Directors  of  the  New  York  Oph- 
thalmic Hospital. 
Missouri  Dental  Journal.    April. 
Chicago  Medical  Journal, 
Bell  on  Diarrhma  and  Dysentery.    Philadelphia,    A.  J.  Tafel.     1869. 


LOCATIONS  FOR  HOMOJOPATHIC  PHYSICIANS  IN  THE  STATE 
OF  MISSOURI. 


Porosi,  Washington  county;   < 
mining  town. 


inty  town;    population,  8600.    Large 


Locations,  etc. 

Ihonton,  Iron  county ;  county  town  ;  population,  1200.  Large  mining 
town — country  welHettled. 

St.  Genevieve,  St.  Genevieve  county;  Mississippi  river ;  county  town  ; 
population,  1500.  Very  old  town— country  well-settled,  town  grow- 
ing rapidly. 

Fredericktown,  Madison  county;  Iron  Mountain  railroad;  county  town; 
population,  1500.    Large  mining  district — country  settling  rapidly. 

Cape  Girardeau,  Cape  Girardeau  county;  Mississippi  river;  popula- 
tion, 3000.    Great  many  Germans. 

Montgomery,  Montgomery  county ;  Nortli  Missouri  railroad;  population, 
1500.    Machine  shops. 

Memphis,  Scotland  county ;  {railroad  building;)  county  town,  popula- 
tion, 9000. 

Edina,  Knox  county ;  county  town  ;  population  1500. 

Keytebvule,  Chariton  county  ;  North  Missouri  railroad;  county  town  ; 
population,  1000.  Very  rich  neighborhood — town  growing  very 
rapidly. 

Richmond,  Ray  county ;  North  Missouri  railroad,  and  St.  Louis  &  Bt, 
Joseph  railroad;  county  town;  population,  2500.  Very  rich  neigh- 
borhood. 

Linnecs,  Linn  county;  county  town;  population,  1500. 

HARRisoimLi.E,  Caw  county;  (railroad  building;)  county  town  ;  popu- 
lation, 1500. 

Pleasant  Hh-l,  Cass  county ;  Pacific  railroad  (three  railroads  building); 
county  town  ;  population,  4000.     Important  railroad  centre. 


Great  preparations  me  making  in  Boston  to  render  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy,  on  the  8th,  0th,  10th, 
and  11th  of  June,  the  largest,  most  instructive,  anil  most  social  gather- 
ing of  the  kind  ever  helii.  The  Institute  is  to  be  officially  recognized  by 
the  city  of  Boston— the  hub  giving  a  dinner  to  the  tune  of  $9,500. 


Western  Homoeopathic  Observer. 


-A-TrOTTST,     1869. 


Original  Articles. 
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CYAKVRETUM  HYDRAROYRl. 

Hydragyri  Cyanidum  V.  S.,  Hydragyri  Cyanuretum,  V.  S.  18S0,  Cyanide 
of  Mercury,  Cyanuret  of  Mercury,  Bichloride  of  Mercury,  Pruuialt  of 
Mercury. 


Cyanide  of  Mercury  is  permanent  in  the  air,  and  crystalizes 
in  anhydrous  right  square  prisms,  which  are  sometimes 
transparent,  but  usually  white  and  opaque.  It  has  a  disagree- 
able styptic  taste.  It  is  but  sparingly  soluble  in  alcohol,  but 
dissolves  readily  in  cold  water,  and  much  more  abundantly  in 
hot.  When  acted  on  by  muriatic  acid,  hydrocyanic  acid  is 
collected,  recognizable  by  its  odor,  and  bichloride  of  mercury 
is  left,  which  is  wholly  volatilizable  by  heat.  When  heated  it 
yields  cyanogen,  and  a  black  matter  is  left  containing  globules 
of  mercury.— IT.  S.  D.,  1865. 

I  promised,  some  time  ago,  that  I  would  lay  before  the 
readers  of  the  Observes  some  observations  of  Dr.  Villers,  of 
Dresden,  on  Diphtheria  with  Cyanuret.  Merc.  I  will  now  in 
part  fulfill  my  promise  by  translating  a  short  symptom  register, 
observed  by  several  physicians,  upon  those  who  have  been 
poisoned  with  Cyan.  Merc.  The  symptoms  have  been  compiled 
by  Dr.  Henke,  of  Riga,  and  are  published  in  thi  Allgcm.  Horn. 
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Zeitg,  vol.  78,  pages  19,  20,  21.  Dr.  R.  availed  himself  of  the 
observations  of  Kapeler  (Orfila,  Toxicol,  gen.  1, 334;  Dr.  Frank 
Magazine,  III,  251;  Dr.  Moss,  Allg.  Horn.  Zeitg.  70,  Bd.  Mona- 
Liblatt,  Sem.  XI,  No.  1,  p.  6 ;  Dr.  Leon  Simon,  ten,  Bulletin  de 
laSoc.NMed.  Horn.,  Oct.,  1863). 

The  authors'  name9  in  the  symptom  register  are — K.  (Kape- 
ler), M.  (Moss),  S.  (Simon). 

1.  General  debility  which  Boon  increased  to  faintneas,  caus- 
ing X  to  remain  for  some  time  in  an  unconscious  condition. — S. 

Great  sensation  of  coldness. — M. 

The  skin  icy  cold  (after  11  hours). — S. 

The  extremities  very  cool  (after  13  hours). — M. 

5.  The  skin  was  getting  warm  again  (after  19  hours) — .S. 

Highly  feverish,  with  sleeplessness  and  violent  headache 
(after  3  days).— S. 

The  pulse  is  small — 70-76  per  minute  after  11  hours). — S. 

The  pulse  was  quicker  and  stronger — 90  per  minute  (after  19 
hours).— S. 

,Tho  pulse  feeble,  130  per  minute,  with  very  cool  extremities 
and  cyanotic  hue  of  the  face  (after  13  hours). — M; 

10.  The  pulse  small,  132  per  minute,  after  frequent  vomiting 
and  diarrhoea,  bloody  tinged  stjols  (after  24  hours). — M. 

The  pulse  irregular,  102  per  minute  (on  second  day  in  the 
morning). — M. 

The  pulso  !'2  per  minute  (on  second  day  in  the  evening.) — M. 

The  pulse  almost  slow  but  full  and  hard,  the  heart's  stroke 
strong  and  vigorous,  respiration  free,  slight  cough  (on  fourth 
day).— K. 

The  chest  gave  throughout  a'  distinct  sound  (on  the  fourth 
day).— K. 

15.  Lungs  and  heart  free,  but  the  impulses  of  the  heart  and 
its  sound  were  very  feeble  (13  hours).     Symptom  9. — M. 

Considerable  thirst  (fourth  day). — K. 

Thirst  very  violent,  but  the  drink  was  vomited  up  imme- 
diately.-—S. 

The  night  was  restless.  X  was  much  agitated,  and  talked 
without  ceasing;  botanic  angry  nt  his  waiters  (nurses)  and  talked 
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irrationally  in  his  rage  (after  24  hours).  The  following  night 
was  spent  equally  so. — S. 

Patient  slept  the  whole  night,  but  awoko  with  violent  head- 
ache, nausea  and  increased  thirst,  groat  redness  of  the  face 
and  difficult  deglutition  (on  second  day). — M. 

20.  Violent  headache,  with  nightly  fever  and  sleeplessness 
(after  third  day).— S. 

With  headache  and  vertigo,  considerable  bleeding  of  tho  nose 
(on  second  day). — M. 

Headache,  vertigo  while  sitting  up,  buzzing  in  the  ears  (on 
second  day). — S. 

The  patient  had  violent  headache,  strong,  vigorous  boating 
of  tho  heart,  repelling  the  hand  when  placed  upon  that 
organ  (on  fourth  day).     Symptoms  13.  14,  15. — K. 

The  face  is  pale,  slight!)'  bluish  and  distorted  (after  11 
hours). — S. 

25.  The  countenance  cyanotic  (after  13  hours).  Symp- 
tom 9).— M. 

The  countenance  has  a  very  earnest  look,  the  eyes  stare,  with 
reddened  conjunctiva  of  the  eyes  (on  fourth  day). — K. 

The  pupils  are  much  dilated  (after  13  hours).  Symp- 
tom 9.— M. 

The  pupils  are  contracted  (on  second  day). — M. 

The  eyes  are  sunken  (after  11  hours). — S. 

30.  Slight  epistaxis  (on  fourth  day).  Symptom  21.  Epis- 
taxis  continued  until  the  15th  day. — M. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifth  day  bleeding  of  the  nose,  during 
which  time  urging  to  urinate  set  in,  whereupon  the  urine  was 
voided  in  the  bed. — M. 

Daily,  once  or  twice,  bleeding  of  the  nose  alternates  with 
vomiting,  for  six  days. — M. 

The  tongue  is  pale  (after  11  hours).  The  posterior  portion 
of  it  has  a  yellow  coating  (after  19  hours). — S. 

The  tongue  is  clean  (after  13  hours). — 51. 

35.  The  tongue  coated,  considerable  nausea,  hut  no  vomiting 
and  uo  stool  (on  third  day). — M. 

Formation   of  small   blisters  on   the  left  edge  of  tho  tongue, 
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and  on  the  palate  (left) ;  also,  the  tougue  much  coated  (od  fifth 
day).— M. 

In  the  month  a  styptic  and  disagreeable  taste  (after  11 
hours). — S. 

Bitter  taste,  after  frequent  vomiting  and  diarrhoea. — M. 

The  lips,  tongue  and  the  inner  surface  of  the  cheek  were 
studded  with  numerous  small  ulcers,  which  were  covered  with 
a  whitish-gray  mass  (on  fourth  day). — K. 

40.  The  entire  mucons  membrane  of  the  throat  greatly 
reddened,  with  difficult  deglutition  (on  second  day.) — II. 

The  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth  affected,  the  gums 
swollen,  and  covered  with  a  white  mass ;  on  the  edge  of  the 
gams  there  is  a  border  of  violet  blue,  the  tongue  is  swollen,  the 
entire  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth  and  throat  is  red,  covered 
with  an  exudation  in  stripes,  or  island -shaped,  raised,  (on  second 
day).— S. 

The  condition  of  the  mouth  grows  worse;  upon  the  velum 
and  tonsils  a  gray,  soft,  superficial  layer  is  formed  ;  also  on  the 
inner  surface  of  the  right  cheek  a  round  ulcer,  with  gray,  bare, 
sharp  demarcation  of  the  edges,  and  increased  redness  (on  third 
day).  On  the  fourth  and  fifth  day  the  ulcer  in  the  mouth 
spread  more  and  more,  and  was  covered  with  a  gray  exudation, 
with  disagreeable  metallic  taste.  An  aversion  to  food.  Later, 
*  gray,  diphtheritic  layer  formed  on  the  anus,  similar  to  that 
on  the  mucous  membrane  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  cheek. — S. 

The  salivary  glands  aro  smaller. — K. 

Profuse  flow  of  saliva  from  the  mouth,  having  the  peculiar 
odor  of  quicksilver  (on  fourth  day). — K. 

45.  Deglutition  is  vory  difficult  (on  fourth  day). — K. 

Groat  difficulty  in  deglutition  (on  second,  third,  fourth  and 
fifth  days).— M. 

Scraping  sensation  in  tho  throat,  which  is  red.  arborescent 
and  deglutition  difficult  (after  1ft  hours). — S. 

Loathing  with  continued  nausea. — K. 

Nausea  followed  soon  by  vomiting . — M. 

50.  Vomiting  immediately  after  drinking  (on  four;  U  day. — K. 

ltilioua  vomiting' — H, 
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Daily  vomiting  once  or  twice,  alternating  with  bleeding  of 
the  nose,  continued  for  six  days.     Symptom  31. — M. 

Night,  vomited  twice,  with  discharge  of  much  dark  blood  (on 
fifth  day).— 8. 

Daring  the  night  vomiting  twenty  or  thirty  times,  with  in- 
crease of  bitter  taste  ;  the  vomiting  consists  of  a  whitish,  turbid, 
slimy  mass,  of  alkaline  reaction,  without  peculiar  smell  (on 
fourth  day).— M. 

55.  Vomiting  and  diarrhesa,  alternating  during  12  hours,  so 
that  twenty  or  thirty  times  vomiting  and  stool  ensued. — M. 

X  drank  much,  vomited  six  times,  and  had  eight  green,  slimy 
and  slinking  stools  (on  the  seeond  night). — S. 

Vomiting  mixed  with  bloody  matter,  copious  loose  stools  and 
violent  pains  in  the  abdomen  (immediately). — K. 

General  sensation  of  coldness,  followed  soon  by  loathing,  vom- 
iting, and  loose  stools,  with  very  violent  pain  in  the  bowels 
(immediately). — S. 

Sensation  of  burning  in  the  stomach,  with  violent  thirst 
(after  19  hours).— S. 

CO.  Epigastrium  and  abdomen  painful  and  distended  (after 
19  hours).—,?. 

Violent  pain  in  abdomen,  which  is  aggravated  after  each 
stool.— M. 

Two  thin,  boody  tinged  stools,  without  passing  urine  (after 
19  hours).— M. 
Slimy  diarrhceic  stools,  with  tenesmus  at  night — S. 
Constant  urging  to  stool  with  tenesmus,  but  seldom  followed 
by  a  stool ;  the  stools  were  mixed  with  blood  (on  4tb  day). — K. 
65.  Great  urging  to  stool,  followed  by  thin  discharges  (after 
10  minutes). — M. 

With  great  exertion,  six  liquid  and  bad  smelling  stools  during 
8  hours.— S. 

No  stool  the  second,  third  and  fourth  day,  after  an  enema, 
two  feculent,  dark-colored   stools,  slightly  tinged  with  blood, 
Mid  without  voiding  urine  (on  the  fourth  day). — M. 
A  feculent  stool  of  dark  hue  (on  fifth  day). — M. 
No  stool  on  the  third,  fourth  and  fifth  days.     Later,  loose 
"tools  again.— S. 
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70.  Betention  of  urine  during  five  days. — K. 

The  bladder  was  empty  on  the  second,  third,  fourth  and  fifth 
days. — M. 

No  urinary  discharge. — S. 

The  urine  voided  on  the  seventh  day  reacted  acid;  the 
microscopic  examination  showed  numerous  straight  and  spiral 
cylinders,  covered  with  fine  granular  detritus,  no  blood  cor" 
puscles.    The  chemical  teats  gave  much  albumen. — M. 

The  scrotum  is  dark  blue,  and  also  the  half-erected  penis  (on 
fourth  dav.— M.  J. 


Surgery. 


.  D.,  Pa.  Editor. 


CARBOLIC  ACID. 

Some  recent  investigations  with  this  acid  by  the  French  phy- 
sicians, especially  M.  Scmari,  reveal  many  interesting  hints  to 
the  surgeon. 

Immediately  after  applying  this  acid  to  the  skin,  a  sharp 
smarting  pain  is  felt,  which  lasts  about  an  hour,  with  the  forma- 
tion of  a  white  coloration  from  the  action  of  the  acid  on  the 
albumen ;  it  then  disappears  by  degrees  and  is  replaced  b}-  some 
congestion  which  lasts  about  twenty  days.  This  congestion 
presents  ^all  tho  character  of  an  intense  inflammation  being 
attended  with  redness,  heat,  and  swelling.  The  epidermis 
becomes  detached  by  degrees,  and  when  the  exfoliation  is  com- 
plete a  brown  spot  remains,  which  testifies  for  a  long  time  to 
the  cnorgctic  actionof  the  acid.  After  a  number  of  experiments 
on  the  arms  and  legs,  it  is  said,  that  this  smarting  never  lasts 
longer  than  an  hour.  Tho  redness  of  the  skin  remains  about 
twenty  days,  but  the  inflammation  never  extends  beyond  the  part 
to  which  tho  iK'iil  is  applied. 

Tho  action  of  tho  pure  acid  on  the  mucous  membrtauia  analo- 
gous to  that  on  thu  skin.  There  is  acute  smarting  and  shrivel- 
ling up  of  Ibe  epithelium,  a  milky  coloration   being  observed. 
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The  smarting  does  not  last  so  long  as  it  does  when  the  acid  is 
applied  to  the  skin,  especially  on  such  membranes  as  produce 
an  abundant  secretion,  and  the  epithelium  quickly  returns  to  its 
normal  condition.  From  the  above  rationale  of  action,  not  only 
do  we  learn  that  it  is  a  virulent  poison  and  a  powerful  irritant, 
bat  that  it  is,  if  applied  according  to  our  law  of  similitude,  a 
remedy  capable  of  doing  good  as  well  as  harm.  Its  redness, 
smarting,  and  heat,  together  with  the  inflammation  it  produces, 
closely  resemble  those  noticed  in  burns  and  scalds ;  while  its  cor- 
roding action  and  its  power  of  destroying  tissues  may  point  to  its 
use  in  ulcers  of  a  phagedenic  and  sloughing  character.  Recently 
it  ban  been  applied  to  almost  all  "  the  ills  which  flesh  is  heir  to." 
A  smooth  cut  which  only  needs  careful  approximation  of  the 
edges,  has,  by  it  been  said  to  be,  cured  quickly  and  effectually. 
In  some  diseases  of  bones  where  nature  is  doing  her  silent  and 
careful  work,  this  substance  has  been  used  in  a  dilute  form,  and 
to  my  certain  knowledge  has  produced  untold  injury. 

In  Bdrns. — One-tonth  acid,  the  remainder  olive  oil,  has  proved 
valuable.  A  case  happened  in  the  Honiceopathic  Hospital  of 
this  city  which  is  worthy  of  note.  One  leg  was  slightly  burned, 
the  other  almost  charred.  Here  was  great  sloughing,  and  the 
malleoli  of  the  tibia  were  exposed,  tho  dorsal  surface  of  the  foot 
burnt  to  such  a  degree  as  to  expose  the  tendons ;  iu  fact  the 
case  presenting  an  appearance  justifj-ing  the  belief  that  a  useless 
foot  would  be  tho  ultimate  result.  The  acid  was  applied.  It 
eased  the  pain,  removed  the  smarting,  prevented  the  continuance 
of  the  sloughing,  and  had  the  happy  effect  of  producing  healthy 
granulations.  Its  application  was  continued  for  three  weeks  or 
more,  when  calendula  was  used;  but  this  not  doing  as  much 
good  as  the  acid,  it  was  again  substituted  and  continued  until 
recovery  resulted.  The  man  is  now  well,  no  cicatrix  has  formed, 
no  tendons  are  contracted,  and  he  walks  almost  as  well  as  he 
ever  did.  This  was  a  patient  of  Dr.  MeClelland's.  In  a  number 
of  other  cases  it  has  proved  equally  satisfactory.  Tho  cloths 
are  not  to  be  removed  after  once  applied,  but  kept  continually 
saturated  with  the  mixture. 

In  Amputations. — Carbolic  acid,  one  drachm  to  five  ounces  of 
water  applied  to  the  stump  after  the  parts   cense  to  bleed,  nnd 
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kept  continually  saturated,  is  said  to  prevent  suppuration  and 
excite  adhesive  inflammation.  I  give  this  for  what  it  is  worth, 
and  that  is  not  much  in  my  estimation,  for  after  suppuration 
occurs  would  be  the  period  for  applying  a  remedy  to  prevent  it. 
The  adhesive  inflammation  is  generally  found  abundantly  suf- 
ficient in  all  amputations.     Tho  above  I  have  never  tried. 

In  Treatment  op  Foul  Ulcebs. — Carbolic  acid,  one  drachm ; 
water,  four  ounces ;  is  applied  to  the  Bore  which  is  kept  con- 
tinually wet  with  the  same  until  the  odor  is  destroyed  and  the 
parts  have  assumed  a  healthy  appearance.  Then  the  lotion  is 
to  be  made  of  less  strength  and  applied  until  recovery.  This 
has  been  found  of  great  benefit  by  the  surgeons  in  tropical 
countries  acting  as  a  disenfectant.  It  is  also  recommended  for 
the  bites  of  insects,  bees,  wasps,  &c,  and  to  drive  away  mus- 
quitoes.  I  think  the  odor  would  prove  a  greater  nuisance  than 
the  insects. 

WILLARD, 


ENCHONDROMA—ITS  REMOVAL. 

BY  A.  E.  MESS,  M.  D  ,  VIENNA,  AUSTRIA. 

Wilhelmina  B.  was  admitted  to  one  of  the  private  surgical 
wards  of  the  large  hospital  in  the  Alster  Vorstadt,  Vienna,  hav- 
ing a  considerable  tumor  occupying  tho  upper  four-fifths  of  the 
lateral  and  posterior  portion  of  the  right  side  of  the  neck. 
Through  the  kindness  of  my  friend,  Dr.  Funk,  1st  assistant  of 
the  above  named  division,  I  was  invited  to  be  present  at  the 
extirpation. 

Tho  patient,  a  healthy  and  robust  country  girl,  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  stated  that  her  hoalth  had  always  been  good  , 
that  her  menses  had  always  been  regular,  and  had  not  yet  been 
the  source  of  trouble;  that  eight  years  ago  she  had  first  noticed 
a  small  tumor,  the  size  of  a  common  marble,  upon  the  region 
corresponding  to  the  transverse  process  of  the  3d  cervical 
vertebra ;  that  the  tumor  had  then  produced  no  pain,  not  even 
when  manually  examined,  and  that  she    could  not  recall   to 
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mind  any  "trauma"  to  this  region.  Not  having  been  the 
source  of  pain,  she  allowed  the  growth  to  remain  for  six  years, 
it  meanwhile  growing  slowly.  Six  years  after  the  first  appear- 
ance of  the  tumor,  it  presented  the  size  of  a  small  hen's  egg — 
this  is  now  two  years  ago.  During  this  whole  period  the  pa- 
tient was  free  from  pain. 

Some  two  years  ago  she  received  a  blow  upon  the  tumor; 
her  attention  now  was  especially  directed  to  it,  for,  from  this 
time,  it  began  to  grow  with  decided  rapidity. 

At  the  time  of  the  patient's  entrance  into  the  hospital,  she 
was  unable  to  throw  her  head  backward  and  to  the  right  side 
to  the  wonted  extent,  the  tumor  being  the  mechanical  cause,  as 
the  occipital  bone  was  pushed  against  it  during  the  execution 
of  the  motions  in  question.  Pain  was  absent  as  always,  except 
when  tho  tumor  was  firmly  preaaed  against  the  nock,  and,  even 
then,  it  was  so  slight  as  scarcely  to  need  mention.  There  were 
no  other  tumors  to  be  found  upon  any  part  of  the  patient's 
body ;  her  parents  were  also  free  from  such  swellings.  The 
health  and  color  of  the  patient  were  very  good,  and  the  sole 
desire  for  extirpation  was  the  conversion  of  her  unseemly  ap- 
pearance into  one  more  favorable. 

Ocular  inspection  was  of  very  little  service  in  defining  the 
boundaries  of  the  tumor.  It  waa  also  difficult  to  discover  accu- 
rately all  its  borders ;  for,  laying  aside  the  fact  of  the  presence 
of  more  than  an  ordinary  amount  of  adipose  tissue,  the  mass 
appeared  imbedded  in,  or  below  tho  muscular  layers.  The  in- 
tegument covering  tho  whole  enlargement  (if  I  may  use  this 
term)  was  healthy  and  its  function  normal. 

Immobility  was  a  marked  feature  of  the  growth.  Although 
the  superlying  structures  were  deep,  there  were  no  obstacles 
sufficient  to  prevent  tho  hardness  from  being  detected.  The 
density  was  not  equal  throughout,  and  a  faint  feeling  of  the 
irregularity  of  lobes  presented  to  the  examining  fingers. 

The  tumor  took  a  direction  (commencing  at  tho  median  line 
of  the  neck  and  just  below  the  os  occipitalis)  downward,  out- 
ward, and  forward,  crossing  tho  transverse  processes  of  the 
2d,  3d  and  4th  cervical  vertebra;;  thence  extending  into 
the  posterior  triangle  of  the  neck.     The  concavity  made  by  the 
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integument  in  covering  the  occipital  region  and  that  of  the 
upper  cerv.  vert.,  was  not  only  obliterated,  but  changed  into  a 
convexity.     The  glands  were  perfectly  free  from  infiltration. 

Now,  in  making  the  diagnosis,  the  exclusion  of  a  malignant 
growth  was  perfectly  safe  and  correct,  for  there  was  a  total  ab- 
sence of  any  symptom  usually  to  be  found  in  a  more  advanced 
carcinomatus  habitue.  Again,  had  it  been  a  cancor,  her  consti- 
tution would  have  long  since  been  undermined ;  her  color, 
instead  of  being  good,  would  have  been  of  a  dirty,  yel- 
lowish, leaden  hue,  and,  in  all  probability,  her  assimilative 
powers  wonld  have  been  insufficient  to  maintain  life  throughout 
,  eight  years.  Furthermore,  a  carcinoma  does  not  usually  appear 
at  such  an  early  period  of  life  (13th  year) ;  does  not  remain 
painless,  and  does  not  allow  the  glands  to  remain  uninfiltrated. 
Finally,  a  carcinoma  does  not  grow  for  eight  years  without  a 
degenerative  process  locating  itself  in  the  tumor.  Clinically,  we 
have  now  done  away  with  a  carcinoma.  What  was  it?  It 
might  be  a  fibrous  or  fatty  tumor,  as  well  as  exostosis  or 
en  chondroma. 

Generally  it  ia  not  very  difficult  to  make  a  differential  diag- 
nosis between  these  tumors.  In  this  case,  howovcr,  it  was  im- 
possible to  form  a  certain  diagnosis,  for  there  were  obstacles 
present  that  could  uot  easily  bo  surmounted.  I  wish  to  call 
attention  to  the  fact  of  the  depth  of  the  overlying  struc- 
tures and  their  quality,  which  alone  made  it  impossible  to  accu- 
rately define  all  the  borders  of  the  tumor.  There  were  a  few 
points,  however,  upon  which  we  could  base  probabilities. 

Against  a  fibrous  neoplasma  there  was  the  unequal 
density,  as  well  as  the  largo  size  and  peculiar  form  ;  for  fibrous 
tumors  almost  always  aro  equally  dense  throughout,  are 
not  very  large,  arc  more  ball-liko  in  form,  and  arc  multiple. 

It  might  have  been  a  fatty  tumor,  for  wheu  old  they  are  often 
very  hard.  The  shape  of  the  growth,  however,  rally  dispersed 
the  remaining  probabilities  of  the  presence  of  a  lipoma,  as  this, 
when  old,  surely  has  a  pyriform  shape, — the  consistency  of  such 
a  tumor  allowing  its  component  parts,  more  or  less,  to  follow 
the  law  of  gravity.  Having  now,  in  a  few  words  and  as  con- 
cisely as  possible,  excluded  the  presence  of  n  fibrous  and  tatty 
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tumor,  the  choice,  or  rather  diagnosis,  lay  between  an  exostosis 
or  enchondroma,  each  of  which  was  probable,  although  the  lat- 
ter seldom  appears  in  this  region. 

The  one  is  always,  the  other  often,  immovable.  The  first 
always  proceeds  from  bone,  and  the  other  not  always  ;  whether 
near  to  or  distant  from  cartilage.  The  neck  or  pedicle  which 
often  connects  an  exostosis  with  the  bone  from  which  it  pro- 
coeds  would  have  been  of  no  particular  diagnostic  value,  even  if 
present;  for,  whether  exostosis  or  enchondroma,  if  this  tumor 
proceeded  from  bone,  as  was  believed,  under  the  present  condi- 
tion of  things,  it  could  not  have  been  diagnosticated;  and  even  • 
should  this  have  been  possible,  it  could  not  have  been  otherwise 
than  that  the  connecting  part  of  the  bono  would  have  pre- 
sented what  is  usually  termed  a  "  neck ;"  for  the  tumor  was 
much  larger  than  several  vertebrre.  The  only  symptom  in  favor 
of  an  enchondroma  was  the  unequal  hardness  of  the  growth; 
this  was  believed  to  be  a  sufficient  cause,  under  the  present  con- 
dition of  things,  for  making  the  diagnosis  enchondroma.  The 
operation  was  conducted  as  follows:  The  first  incision  was 
made  parallel  with  and  above  the  region  of  the  transverse  pro- 
cesses of  the  right  cervical  vertebras,  and  was  about  five  inches 
in  length.  The  out  was  finally  brought  down  to  the  tumor.  It 
was  now  evident  that  the  growth  lay  deeply  under  the  muscles, 
which  were  very  much  elongated  in  consequence  of  the  increas- 
ing volume  of  the  mass.  Another  incision  was  made  trans- 
versely to  and  at  the  centre  of  the  first,  but  not  to  so  great  an 
extent.  This  cut  severed  the  several  muscles  more  or  less 
transversely.  The  attempt  was  now  made  to  peel  out  the 
tumor.  The  superficial  part  was  easily  separated  from  its  sur- 
roundings, but  not  so  with  the  deeper  portion.  With  persever- 
ance the  operator  succeeded  in  turning  out  the  whole  growth; 
for,  to  the  astonishment  of  all  present,  there  was  no  connection 
with  bone. 

Having  divested  the  mass  of  its  bod  of  condonsed  cellular 
tissue  (lamina;  of  which  dipped  partly  into  tho  tumor)  a  smooth- 
surfaced,  lobular  enchondroma  presented.  This  bed  of  cellular 
tissue  (which  is  not  the  product  of  inflammation)  contained,  in 
this  caso,  quite  a  number  of  large  vessels,  and  was  the  only 
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tissue  which  separated  the  tumor  from  the  verte!>r.T_>  and  their 
ligaments. 

The  immobility  of  the  growth  was  now  clear.  The  tumor 
made  an  obtuse  angle  at  the  point  where  it  lay  upon  the  trans- 
verse processes,  and  they  pierced  the  growth ;  or,  in  other 
words,  the  tumor  adapted  itself  between  and  on  the  sides  of  the 
transverse  processes.  Wedged  in,  aa  it  was,  between  bone  and 
muscles,  it  is  to  be  wondered  that  the  pressure  (produced  partly 
by  the  weight  of  the  growth  and  partly  by  the  muscles  in  be- 
ing drawn  tense  over  the  tumor  while  the  head  was  carried  for- 
_  ward  and  to  the  left,  the  mass  being  on  the  right)  did  not  cause 
absorption  of  those  parts  of  bone  upon  which  this  pressure  was 
exerted.  As  the  muscles  were  no  much  elongated,  it  would 
seem  plausible  that  they  could  exert  but  very  little  influence 
upon  the  vertebne;  this,  however,  was  not  so,  for  the  muscles 
always  exercised  a  decided  pressure  upon  the  enchondroma, 
especially  if  the  head  was  drawn  forward  ;  the  muscles  being 
then  stretched  upon  the  tumor,  as  tho  strings  of  a  violin  upon 
the  bridge.  If  the  head  was  thrown  backward  and  to  the  right, 
the  muscles,  by  their  own  contraction,  exerted  a  compression 
upon  it,  which  pressure  must  have  been  carried  to  tho  bone 
through  this  hard  medium,  the  enchondroma. 

In  closing  the  wound,  tho  sutures  of  the  transverse  incision 
were  carried  through  integument,  adipose  tissue  and  muscles  in 
order  to  bring  the  severed  surfaces  as  nearly  as  possible 
into  contact.  The  contraction  that  took  place  in  the. 
severed  muscles  shortened  them  to  a  sufficient  degree  to  allow 
their  cut  ends  to  be  adapted  without  bulging  of  their  extremi- 
ties. It  is  not  impossible  that  in  future  the  cicatrized  tissue 
may  so  contract  as  to  shorten  these  textures,  which  then  would 
draw  the  head  to  tho  right  and  backward.  On  the  12th  day 
after  tho  operation  the  patient  began  to  inovo  the  head,  and  ou 
the  22d  day  she  had  full  control  of  the  muscles. 

Microscopically,  the  tumor  was  composed  of  hyaline  and  fib  to 
cartilage.  Tho  structure,  as  always,  was  that  of  physiological 
cartilage,  with  the  exception  of  the  ossified  centres.  The  ar- 
rangements of  tho  cells  were  various.  Some  purls  presented 
clusters  of  cells,   while   in  others  they   were  "few  and  far  be- 
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■tween."  In  some  places  the  intercellular  substances  predomi- 
nated; in  others,  again,  the  cells  made  up  the  greater  part  of 
the  structure.  Those  parts  composed  of  fibro  cartilage  were 
devoid  of  ossifying  centres,  which  were  only  found  in  the  hya- 
line variety.  The  reason  for  this  is,  or  seems  to  bo,  a  peculiar 
Inherent  something,  that  does  not  permit  the  fibro  cartilage  to 
nndergo  an  ossifying  metamorphosis.  This  kind  of  cartilage 
enters  wholly  into  the  formation  of  the  epiglottis,  and  this  is 
not  known  ever  to  have  undergone  such  metamorphosis.  I  do 
not  believe  that  ossifying  centres  were  ever  found  in  this  vari- 
ety of  cartilage,  when  seen  in  an  enehondroma. 


OPERATION  FOR  ARTIFICIAL  PUPIL. 
BY  DR.  BAELZ,  '. 


A  laboring  man,  aged  45,  blind  in  both  eyes,  was  led  to  my 
-office  by  his  wife.  An  examination  revealed  central  glaucoma  of 
both  eyes,  right  corner  completely  opaque,  and  impervious  to 
light.  The  left  corner  was  transparent  on  the  lower  and  inner 
coronal  margin,  light  being  discernible  at  bright  mid-day.  The 
left  globe  full  and  sound  ;  the  texture  of  the  iris  in  good  condi- 
tion, as  near  as  could  be  ascertained,  and  also  sensibility  of 
retina.  These  conditions  induced  mo  to  operate  on  the  left  eye. 
After  a  few  days  hygienic  preparation,  I  incised  the  left  corner 
on  the  lower  and  inner  side,  and  took  out  fully  one-third  of  the 
Iris.  The  patient  was  under  the  influence  of  an  anaesthetic. 
Tho  incision  healed  kindly  in  a  few  days,  and  after  the  lapse  of 
two  weeks  he  could  walk  without  assistance,  could  distinguish 
colors  and  see  large  print. 

CHBONIC    EXTERNAL   OPHTHALMIA.    WITH    TRICHIASIS    AND    ENTRO- 
PIUM. 

A  German  lady  had  been  suffering  for  two  years  with  this 
troublesome  and  painful  disease ;  had  been  operated  on  twice  for 
entropium  ;  had  been  under  alterative  treatment,  blisters,  innum- 
erable lotions  to  her  eyes  without  effect;  and  was  radically  cured 
in  three  months  by  the  external  application  of  aconite. 


hurgery. 
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BY  KM.  TOD  HELMUTH,  M.  D, 


Case  xxx. — Amputation  at  the  lower  third  oi  the  thioh — 
for  caries  op  the  knee  joint. — I.  TJ.,  aged  about  twenty-one, 
entered  the  Good  Samaritan  Hospital  during  the  month  of 
February  in  a  deplorable  condition. 

Some  four  months  since,  while  engaged  in  H  nipping  wood,  he 
cut  his  knee  with  the  axe,  and  having  bound  up  the  wound 
walked  homo.  That  night  the  whole  log  became  much  inflamed 
and  very  painful,  and  a  physician  was  sent  for.  The  log 
was  poulticed,  the  bowels  purged,  and  thu  usual  allopathic 
routine  continued. 

The  young  man  was  an  apprentice  ;  was  poorly  fed  and  poorly 
attended  to,  and  wan  attacked  with  an  intermittent  fever,  which 
prostrated  him  to  a  degree.  Rapid  emaciation  together  with 
increased  suppuration  followed.  The  abscess  was  not  lanced - 
the  pus  burrowed  in  various  directions ;  the  capsule  of  the  joinl 
was  involved,  and  in  this  condition  he  was  brought  into  the  hos- 
pital. 

There  were  five  sinuses  in  the  thigh  discharging  fetid  matter, 
and  from  an  orifice  on  the  left  side  of  the  patella  a  glairy  fluid 
exuded,  which  evidently  proceeded  from  the  joint  itself. 

The  "  question  of  amputation"  here  became  a  very  werious 
one.  He  was  rapidly  failing ;  the  probe  indicated  caries  of  the 
articular  extremities  of  all  the  bones  entering  into  the  formation 
of  the  knee  joint.  His  emaciation  was  increasing,  and  his 
appetite  gone.  Would  he  bear  the  shock  oi  removal  of  his  log  ? 
Should  a  resection  of  the  knee  be  attempted  '!  How  long  would 
he  live  after  the  operation  ?  These  wore  the  questions  that  had 
weight  in  my  mind.  I  was  well  aware  of  one  tact,  and  which 
was  well  illustrated  in  the  case  of  amputation  of  the  thigh  prer 
viously  reported  in  this  paper,  viz :  That  frequently  after  the 
removal  of  a  diseased  part,  although  the  system  at  the  time  of 
the  operation  may  bo  in  a  very  debilitated  condition,  yet  the 
source  of  irritation  being  taken  away,  naiiirc  al  once  begins,  the 
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process   of  reparation.     The   chief   facts   that  deterred   from 
resection  wore  these: 

1.  The  excessive  emaciation  of  the  limb. 

2.  The  very  soft  condition  of  the  muscular  fibre. 

3.  The  numerous  cavities  and  sinueses  which  had  been  formed 
by  pus  that  had  been  denied  outlet,  and 

4.  The  time  that  would  be  required  to  allow  the  wound  after 
the  resection  to  heal. 

These  circumstancos,  taken  together,  appeared  to  favor  ampu- 
tation, and  therefore,  on  the  3d  of  April,  in  tho  presence  of  the 
private  class,  and  assisted  by  Doctors  Hartmann  and  Morrill,  I 
proceeded  to  remove  the  limb  at  the  junction  of  the  middle  and 
lower  third  of  the  thigh  by  tho  anterior  and  posterior  flap  opera- 
tion. As  the  catlin  passed  through  the  quadriceps,  a  gush  of 
pus  took  place  from  between  the  muscular  sheaths;  the  pos- 
terior flap  was  made  longer  thantheanterior,and  the  bone  sawed 
through  in  the  usual  manner.  The  removal  of  the  diseased 
limb  occupied  about  a  minute.  I  applied  an  acupressure  pin  to 
the  profunda  femoris  which  arrested  the  hemorrhage  from  that 
vessel ;  bnt  although  I  twice  placed  a  good  sized  acupressure 
pin  across  the  femoral  (which  for  a  short  time  arrested  the 
bleeding,)  yet  there  had  been  so  much  suppuration,  and  the 
parts  wore  so  softened  by  infiltration,  that  ligatures  had  to  be 
applied.  This  teaches  an  important  fact  regarding  acupressure. 
The  flaps  were  brought  together,  and  the  stump  looked  well, 
For  a  time  everything  appeared  to  prosper;  the  patient  was 
in  good  spirits;  the  healing  process  appeared  to  be  progressing; 
tbt-  ligatures  came  away  in  good  season;  the  acupressure  pin 
was  removed  in  twenty-four  hours.  After  the  operation,  the 
appetite  began  to  return  and  I  was  about  to  congratulate  my- 
self upon  a  recovery.  But  night  sweats  came  on,  cough,  mucus 
rales,  expectoration,,  colliquitivo  diarrhoea  and  hectic  finally 
ended  the  life  of  the  patient. 

Successful  IimxorLASTic  Operation. — Sirs.  T.,  a  middle-aged 
and  respectable  married  lady,  applied  to  mo  to  ascertain  if  any 
means  could  be  devised  to  remedy  a  deformity  >rf  the  nose 
which  was  produced  in  the  following  manner; 

She   had  some  lime  since  u  painful  tubercle  on  the  right  ala- 


Hi 


nasi,  which,  bad  cashed  her  mi-h.  w.;jriziect  of  mind;  ami 
being  fearfil  of  nalijaaia  disett.re.  rhe  had  consulted  a  cancer 
doctor  '?';  who  applied  apa.-te  whi.-a  :■:-■;■£  away  the  tubercle,  and 
with  it.  the  whoie  ala  of  thai  =i  It.  caasz*  a  severe  ulceration. 
which  hid  extended  t>>  tie  internal  an^Ie  of  the  eye.  This 
solution  of  continuity  Lai  healod.  leaving  an  aS^7  cicatrix. 
which  may  be  seen  upon  referring  to  the  plate  (A.)  I  explained 
to  her  the  natsre  of  the  opens:  r_  whi.-h  eo;:Id  be  performed  for 
the  restoration  ot*  th~  absent  ala.  :■:■  which  she  ea.rerty  assented 
and  whit-h  was  performed  on  the  second  day  after  oar  interview. 
The  ed_re  of  the  gap  next  to  the  face  was  very  thin ;  indeed, 
■was  formed  of  a  portion  of  the  cicatrix  already  mentioned; 
while  toward  the  top  of  the  r.o-->  the  border  was  fall,  healthy, 
and  prominent.  The  irjcMe.  if  there  should  be  any,  would 
evidently  be  at  the  thin  mar-in  daring  the  process  of  cicatriza- 
tion. The  operation  was  thus  performed.  Before  she  was 
brought  under  anaesthetic  imlaence,  a  piece  of  paper  was  laid 
over  the  nose  and  cut  the  exact  shape  of  the  cavity,  being  made, 
however,  one-third  larger  all  around.  This  was  turned  back 
upon  the  cheek  and  its  outline  marked  with  a  pen  and  infe,  (vide 


j.latcC.)  She  wa3  then  rendered in^ 


I  the  flap  disseutei 
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up.  I  did  not,  however,  ninke  an  incision  perpendicularly 
through  tlie  tissues  to  the  cellular  substance,  but  entered  the  scal- 
pel in  an  oblique  direction,  thus  making  a  beveled  edge  around  the 
entire  flap,  leaving  the  pedicle  as  near  as  pos.  iMc  to  the  ala- 
nasi.  In  a  similar  manner  the  edges  of  tho  entire  gap  were 
refreshed,  thus  making  two  tolerably  broad  raw  surfaces.  The 
flap  was  then  twisted  to  its  place  and  secured  by  pine  of  puro 
silver,  around  each  of  which  a  single  turn  of  silk  was  passed. 
The  ends  of  the  pins  were  then  cut  with  the  nippers,  ami  she, 
when  fully  recovered  from  the  anaesthetic,  was  allowed  to  return 
home.  On  the  third  day  after,  I  visited  her  and  removed  two 
of  the  pins  and  applied  a  strap  across  the  ince  and  over  the 
nose,  extending  from  one  cheek  to  the  other.  In  two  days  I 
removed  the  remaining  pins  and  a  single  suture  which  I  had 
applied  to  draw  the  flap  close  down  to  tho  septum.  The 
recovery  was  complete,  and  the  astonishing  manner  iu  which 
the  new  ala  has  been  rounded  off  by  nature,  and  the  almost  im- 
perceptible sear  which  remains  from  the  wound  in  tho  cheek, 
render  the  operation  one  very  satisfactory  both  to  patient  and 
surgeon. 

Fibroid  Polypi  of  the  Uterus. — There  is  often  a  peculiarity 
in  the  manner  in  which  a  number  of  similar  eases  come 
upon  tho  general  practitioner.  We  pass  weeks  and  months 
without  being  called  upon  to  treat  a  particular  disease,  and 
when  finally  one  is  presented,  several  frequently  follow  in  rapid 
succession.  This,  I  believe,  is  the  experience  of  every  practi- 
tioner either  in  medicine  or  surgery.  These  remarks  wero  fur- 
ther corroborated  by  tho  opportunity  afforded  me  for  removing 
two  fibroid  polypi  on  the  same  day,  during  I  lie  month  of  April- 

At  different  times  I  have  had  occasion  to  take  i.wny  polypi  of 
different  sizes  and  of  the  different  varieties  as  classified  by  Boki- 
tansky,  and  in  the  British  Journal  of  Hoimeopathy  for  1865,  p. 
538,  can  be  lound  a  paper  in  which  I  have  endeavored  to 
describe  these  different  speci?s. 

The  two  cases  which  I  now  record  were  of  the  first  variety. 
and  were  distinguished  by  those  marks  which  belong  to  their 
species,  viz : 

1.  Smallncss  of  size. 
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2.  Spherical  or  spheroidal  shape. 

3.  Density. 

4.  Hardness. 

5.  Poverty  of  vessels. 

These  tumors  had  been  growing  for  some  time.  In  the  one 
case,  that  of  the  younger  patient,  there  were  the  usual  symptoms 
leading  to  such  diagnosis,  viz:  hemorrhages  which  were  some- 
times very  profuse  and  exhausting;  constant  nausea,  but  no 
vomiting:  constipation  of  the  bowels,  furred  tongue,  aud  some 
emaciation.  In  the  second  case,  quite  an  elderly  lady,  there 
were  none  of  the  above  symptoms  at  al!,  the  only  indications  of 
anything  abnormal  in  the  entire  system  being  frequent  and 
violent  palpitation  of  the  heart  and  profuse  bland  leucorrhcea. 

There  were  no  hemorrhages,  no  nausea  nor  other  unpleasant 
symptoms  save  those  noted.  I  had  carefully  examined  her 
heart  and  was  certain  that  its  palpitation  and  irregular  action 
were  entirely  sympathetic  and  fancied  tbe  reflex  action  to  come 
from  the  stomach.  An  examination  per  vaginam,  revealed  the 
difficulty. 

Now  the  difference  in  the  symptoms  of  these  two  cases  is  in- 
structive, and  tbe  rationale  can  be  found  in  the  position  of  the 
tumors.  In  tbe  one,  that  of  the  younger,  the  tumor  was  in  the 
uterus,  beyond  its  neck,  and  for  a  long  time  beyond  the  power 
of  touch  ;  as  it  grew,  however,  it  gradually  expanded  the  os 
uteri,  and  finally  a  hard  globular  mass,  about  the  size  of  a  small 
lemon,  could  be  detected  after  a  most  profuse  aud  dangerous 
hemorrhage.  It  was  my  intention  to  seize  thiswith  the  clawed 
forceps,  draw  it  downwards  to  the  vulva,  place  around  the  stalk 
the  chain  of  the  ecraseur,  and  remove  it  as  on  previous  occa- 
sions. The  latter  portion  of  the  operation  was  not  necessary. 
By  twisting  the  mass  aud  making  gradual  traction  to  draw  it 
without  the  vulva,  it  came  away  with  a  profuse  hemorrhage. 
This  was  on  the  8th  day  of  April,  and  to-day,  the  8Sd  of  June, 
I  have  bad  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  patient  entirely  restored. 
Sine.)  the  operation,  she  has  been  taking,  every  night,  Calc. 
curb.  6th. 

In  the  second  case, the  tumor  WW  aim  »t  entirely  in  the  vagina, 
and  was  somewhat  of  similar  nature  to  that    removed    from    a 
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patient  of  Dr.  Bolton,  of  Kushville,  and  recorded  as  before  men- 
tioned. The  removal  of  this  growth  was  more  tedious  and 
troublesome  than  the  former.  The  patient  was  advanced  in 
years,  and  suffering  from  the  frequent  palpitations  before  noted, 
would  not  consent  to  the  use  of  anesthetics.  I  concluded, 
therefore,  that  it  would  bo  less  painful  to  pass  a  needle  armed 
with  a  double  ligature  through  the  pedicle,  and  having  tied  it 
on  each  side  the  stalk,  to  sever  it  with  tho  bistoury,  than  to  go 
through  the  slow  and  painful  process  of  crushing  through  the 
pedicle  with  the  chain  of  the  ecraseur.  After  some  difficulty, 
this  was  effected.  The  patient  recovered  well.  She  is  now 
taking  the  bromide  of  potash,  and  has  had  pure  nitric  acid 
applied  four  times  to  the  remains  of  the  pedicle.  At  present  she 
is  at  a  watering  place  in  the  east. 

Polypus  or  the  Hectlm. — I  was  induced  to  give  the  bromide 
of  potash  in  the  above  case,  from  its  remarkable  action  upon  a 
young  woman  aged  about  twenty  yearn,  who  had  never  men- 
struated, was  short  of  stature,  and  a  somewhat  dwarfish  appear- 
ance, who  was  admitted  into  the  Good  Samaritan  Hospital  on 
January  29th,  of  the  present  year.  She  stated  that  eight  years 
ago  she  had  suffered  from  a  red  bleeding  substance  in  the  rectum 
which  had  been  removed  by  a  physician,  but  that  similar 
growths  had  apparently  returned.  She  was  pale  and  sickly 
looking;  though  not  much  emaciated,  but  was  troubled  with  a 
constant  diarrhoea  and  more  or  less  tenesmus  and  the  passage 
of  a  good  deal  of  blood.  Upon  a  mere  external  examination  of 
the  parts,  nothing  particular  could  bo  noted;  but  upon  desiring 
her  to  attempt  to  expel  the  contents  of  the  rectum,  there  would 
protrude  several  elongated,  bodies,  resembling  earth  worms  in 
shape,  but  of  a  much  more  brilliant  red  color.  They  presented  a 
soft,  vascular,  shreddy  appearance,  bearing  some  resemblance  to 
sarcomatous  growths.  \Vith  this  expulsion  there  was  always 
ayoltow  very  foetid  discharge.  Upon  examination  of  the  fasces 
they  were  flattened,  and  there  was  flatulent  distention  of 
the  bowels.  Knowing  the  value  of  the  bromide  of  potash  in 
the  removal  of  several  varieties  of  morbid  growths,  I  deter- 
mined to  try  the  medicine  upon  this  patient.  I  gave  the  fol- 
lowing prescription: 
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Potass.  Bromide  3*1. 

Aqure,  font.  3vi. 

M.  ft.  sol. 

Dose. — A  tablespoon ful  three  times  daily. 
She  continued  this  treatment  from  early  in  February  until  the 
middle  of  May.  She  began  to  improve  in  health  shortly  after 
taking  the  medicine  ;  the  diarrhoea  ceased  :  she  performed  house- 
hold duties  in  the  hospital,  and  when  I  examined  her  on  the  13th 
of  May,  though  tiie  foetid  fluid  was  expelled,  she  was  unable  to 
protrude  any  polypi.  By  inserting  the  finger  within  t lie  rectum, 
the  remains  of  the  growths  could  be  felt,  but  otherwise  she  was 
in  good  health.  I  bad  endeavored  to  draw  down  these  polypi 
and  ligale  them,  but  they  were  too  friable  and  broke  away  so 
easily  that  i  gave  up  the  attempt. 

TiiMUt  of  the  Mammae. — Sometime  since  I  was  consulted  by 
a  lady  from  the  country.  She  was  quite  in  an  agitated  frame  of 
mind,  having  just  come  from  the  consulting  room  of  an  eminent 
surgeon,  who  had  informed  her  that  the  tumor  was  scirrhnfl  and 
(hat  removal  by  the  knife  was  the  only  resource.  I'pon  exam- 
ining the  loft  mammae,  just  below  the  nipple  was  a  hard  round 
tumor,  moveable,  not  painful  upon  pressure,  but  somewhat  sensi- 
tive. It  had  been  noticed  lor  several  years  but  had  not  in- 
creased in  size  until  the  past  six  months.  It  then  had  gradually 
enlarged  and  had  caused  her  much  uneasiness.  She  bad  occa- 
sional shooting  pains,  but  no  Other  definite  symptoms  belong- 
ing to  cancer,  and  so  she  was  informed.  She  was  entirely  averse 
to  the  use  of  the  knife  and  desired  medical  treatment.  The  first 
prescription  was  calc.  curb.  6th.,  of  which  she  took  one  powder 
every  night  for  three  weeks.  She  then  returned  to  say  there 
was  no  improvement.  I  ordered  hor  then  conium  3d,  to  bo  taken 
every  night  and  morning  for  two  weeks,  then  every  night  tor 
two  weeks,  and  afterward  every  other  night  for  the  same  length 
of  time.  I  also  ordered  a  few  drops  of  tho  tincture  of  the  same 
medicine  to  be  rubbed  upon  the  part  each  night.  In  four  weekB 
she  returned  to  say  that  she  thought  she  was  better,  L'pon 
examination,  there  was  no  lessening  in  volume,  but  the  swelling 
was  much  softer.  The  treatment  was  continued  and  in  three 
months  the  growth  bad  entirely  disappeared.     I  may  mention 
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here  that  the  same  treat  incut  lias  subsequently  removed  a 
similar  tumor  of  some  time  standing  from  the  axilla  of  a  lady 
«orae what  advanced  in  years. 
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THE  PREVALENT  DISCORD. 

"  Why  is  this  t  (therefore,  whMihall  we  do?— HautT. 

The  National  Peace  Jubilee  has  just  closed  in  Boston,  and  it 
would  be  well  for  our  school  to  follow  the  example  of  our  East- 
ern brethren,  who  have  tried  the  efficacy  of  such  a  convention 
politically,  and  to  create  medically  a  similar  convocation. 
There  are  epidemics  of  disease,  social  epidemics,  suicidal  epi- 
demics, and  epidemics  of  disagreement,  and  it  appears  to  us  as 
though  otir  school  had  been  passing  the  latter  ordeal  for  the 
past  year  or  more.  In  all,  or  certainly  in  many,  of  our  large 
cities,  there  has  been  discord  and  disagreement  among  the 
brethren  ;  wrangling  and  Btrife  have  prevailed  to  an  alarming 
extent ;  party  spirit  has  grown  rancorous,  and,  as  a  necessary- 
result,  the  progress  of  the  cause  is  thwarted,  if  not  arrested,  in 
its  march  of  success.  When  wc  look  over  all  these  difficulties, 
we  naturally  endeavor,  with  the  sages  of  old.  "tolle  causam." 
Wo  have  the  college  question,  the  journal  question,  the  dose 
question,  the  society  question,  the  book  question,  the  materia 
mediea  question,  all  interesting  the  members  of  the  profession, 
and  all   bringing  together  more    or   less    discordant    elements. 
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But  the  query  arises,  cannot  these  important  matters  bo  settled 
without  any  breach  of  faith?  A  fair,  legitimate  criticism  on 
our  works  is  necessary  for  the  elevation  of  our  standard  of 
medical  education  ;  a  frank  expression  of  opinion  in  regaid  to 
the  policy  adopted  by  our  institutions  redounds  to  the  credit  of 
our  schools;  an  honest  defense  of  our  opinions  and  expressions 
when  assailed,  leads  to  the  promulgation  of  truth  ;  the  energetic 
management  of  our  journals  tends  to  the  proper  dissemination 
of  ourdoctrines  ;  the  multiplication  of  our  scientific  works  adds 
power  to  the  impetus  we  have  gained ;  convictions  expressed 
with  regard  to  our  materia  medicos,  (.both  old  and  new)  and 
with  reference  to  the  doses  to  be  employed,  lead  to  experiment 
and  investigation,  while  the  proper  management  of  our  societies 
places  us  before  the  world  in  a  respectable  and  enviable  posi- 
tion. Now,  all  those  could  be  managed  without  any  hostile  feel- 
ings. We  must  be  prepared  to  defend  ourselves  in  good  faith 
to  promulgate  our  ideas  and  our  convictions  with  firmness,  and 
at  the  same  time  not  allow  ourselves  to  be  led  away  from  the 
work  in  baud  by  personalities.  The  chief  causes  of  strife  ap 
pear  to  be — first,  an  absolute  ignoring  of  the  11th  command- 
ment. If  we  attend  to  our  own  business,  and  allow  others  the 
same  privilege,  a  great  reformation  may  bo  expected.  If  Dr.  A. 
has  a  case  of  disease  that  is  treated  with  tbo  2000th  potency, 
there  is  no  reason  why  Dr.  B  should  complain  that  lower  atten- 
uations were  not  givon,  and  vice  versa.  If  Dr.  C.  uses  the  new 
medicines  and  applies  a  poultice,  why  should  Dr.  D.  say  a  word, 
even  if  ho  would  not  have  managed  the  case  in  the  same  man- 
ner? and  so  on,  ad  infinitum.  The  second  cause  of  trouble 
often  arises  from  "tattling."  If  there  is  a  mean  spirit  on 
earth,  it  is  that  which  leads  an  assemblage  of  medical  men  to 
tattle  and  gossip  over  the  words  or  actions  of  their  fellowi  in 
the  profession.  To  run  here  and  there  and  repeat  this  or  that; 
to  moutb  about  from  one  to  another  what  has  been  heard,  or 
said,  or  done;  to  sit  in  conclavo  and  judge  and  prejudg,:  our  fi 
low  men,  is,  before  (rod,  most  base,  and  at  the  same  time, 
mo.-l  iloinor:ili/.iti^,  'flu-  "  !r,i  kr'ttc.i.''  where  the  women  assem- 
ble to  drink  a  docOOtlOD  of  the  fragrant  herb  and  criticise  the 
fashions  and  workl  <>f  society  ut  large — to  measure  the  size  of  a 
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chignon,  or  discuss  the  proper  position  of  a  bonnet — is  nothing 
in  comparison  to  that  spirit  which  leads  men  of  a  high  and  noble 
calling  to  so  far  forget  themselves  as  to  tattle,  and,  as  genorally 
happens,  to  exaggerate  the  actions  of  their  brethren  in*  the  pro- 
fession. The  "three  black  crows"  is  a  trite  old  story,  and 
needs  no  repetition. 

A  third  cause  of  trouble  is  lack  of  forbearance.  No  man,  or 
woman,  or  child  is  perfect  on  this  earth  ;  every  one  has  faults, 
and  every  one  commits  errors  and  misdemeanors  ;  there  is  no 
need  of  repeating  this  truism.  We  have  all  heard  it  from  our 
youth  up.  Therefore,  with  a  knowledge  of  such  facts  if  we 
forbear  for  a  time  and  think  well  over  our  actions,  many  harsh 
words  would  remain  unspoken,  many  unkind  feelings  bo  pre- 
vented, many  friendships  be  formed,  and  much  lasting  good  be 
done  to  the  profession.     Therefore, 

Resolved,  Mr.  President,  that  at  the  earliest  possible  day  a 
convention  be  called  of  all  the  colleges;  of  all  the  high  and  low 
potency  men;  of  all  the  editors  of  all  the  journals;  of  all  the 
authors  of  all  the  works;  and  all  the  proprietors  ot  all  the 
pharmacies,  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  forming 
a  National  Peace  Convention,  the  motto  of  which  should  be, 
"Live  and  let  live." 
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Ho  myopathic  Hospital  in  Bengal. — At  a  very  large  meeting  of 
friends,  and  also  opponents,  ol  Homcpcipnthy  in  the  city  of  Eonnugur,  a 
subscription  was  started  fur  the  purpose  of  raising  funds  to  establish  a 
hospital  wbere  homreopathic  treatment  alone  should  be  the  rule.  ISabao 
Rajendro  Dutt,  a  very  influential  native,  and  an  enthusiastic  supporter  of 
our  school,  who  has  devoted  much  time  and  money  to  the  spread  of 
homoeopathy,  addressed  the  meeting,  and  discussed  the  principles  of 
homoeopathy,  etc.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting  the  subscription  list  was 
opened,  and  17,500  francs  were  at  once  signed.  Some  gentlemen  pledged 
themselves  to  the  amount  of  750  franc*  per  month  for  too  years.  The 
hospital  is  a  fixed  fact  now,  and  the  more  so,  since  one  of  the  participa- 
tors of  the  meeting  offered  one  of  Ids  houses  for  hospital  purposes.  'Tis 
a  misfortune  that  we  cannot  hare  a  few  hundred  of  the  Bengalese  in  this 
country  to  offer  us  buildings  and  money  for  hospital  purposes.  Would  it 
not  he  a  good  plan  to  send  a  commission  composed  of  homoeopathic 
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physicians  to  the  tiger  country  and  solicit  aid  for  the  advancement  of 
colleges  and  hospitals  in  this  boasting  and  civilized  and  money-loving 
land?  Who  will  enter  upon  this  begging  tour )  Send  in  jour  names 
and  proposals. 

A  Frank  Avowal.— The  editor  of  the  Dmttr.htn  hlinii,  Dr.  A.  Oaahen, 
of  Berlin,  closes  his  critic  upon  Dr.  Hausmann's  late  work  as  follows : 
"  I  must  acknowledge  that  I  am  neither  by  study,  or  practice,  nor  from 
principle  a  homiEopath  ;  but  should  Providence  inflict  cholera  upon  me, 
and  I  was  not  able  to  prescribe  for  myself,  I  would  prefer  to  be  trailed  Ay 
a  homaopath  rather  than  an  allopathic  colleague/'  We  fear  Dr.  Gashen 
could  not  exist  many  months  in  Prussia  as  an  editor  of  an  allopathic 
medical  journal ;  he  soon  would  be  expelled  from  the  medical  societies 
and  voted  out  of  position  if  he  should  utter  such  heresy. 

University  of  Pebth. — The  City  Counql  of  Pesth,  Hungary,  have, 
upon  applications  from  the  citizens  of  the  city  and  vicinity,  passed  a 
resolution  to  present  a  testimonial  to  the  Reichstag  for  establishing  a 
chair  of  Homceopathy  at  the  University  of  that  city,  and  also  for  the 
opening  of  a  homceopathic  Clinic.  The  recently  inaugurated  reforms  in 
Austria,  and  the  liberal  policy  pursued  towards  homceopathy  in  the  Em- 
pire for  the  past  years,  gives  us  strong  ground  to  hope  that  homraopathy 
will  soon  be  taught  at  the  the  old  renowned  university,  Pesth. 

Another  Recognition. — Dr.  Vcwevin  Hong  (Holland)  an  eminent 
homoeopath,  has  been  appointed  as  one  of  the  Sanitary  Counselors  of  the 
citv.  Dr.  V.  also  succeeded  in  having  the  principles  of  homceopathy 
brought  before  the  prifession  in  medical  (allopathic)  journals  of  the 
provinces. 

RtcoRD  Consults  with  a  Hohceofathic  Physician. — French  papers 
contain  an  item— as  if  of  great  importance— that  Ricord  had  con- 
cluded to  meet  in  consultation  a  houreopathic  physician  in  the  case 
of  the  deceased  Count  Cally.  Where  is  the  Academy  of  Medicine  ol 
New  York  ! 

Anniversary  Celebration. — On  the  3d  of  January  list,  the  homoeo- 
pathic physicians  of  Stettin,  Prussia,  celebrated  with  great  solemnity  the 
25th  anniversary  of  the  Doctor-Jubilee  of  Dr.  Cohn.  Dr.  How  com- 
posed a  poem  in  Latin,  which  nils  sung  to  the  melody  ol  Gaudcamua,  &c. 

Discission  on  Diphtheria.— At  the  last  meeting— held  in  August 
last — of  the  German  hoinreopiUhic  physicians,  it  was  rtecdved  that  the 
subject  for  discussion  at  the  next  meeting  shall  lie  Diphtheria.  In  antici- 
pation of  this  cvi'iit,  our  German  colleagues  ;ire  making  n' ;  ■  .uly  prvpara- 
rntions ;  the  two  journals  arc  filled  with  theoretical  and  |  :  H  taotl  papers, 
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'experience.  Some  very  interesting  clinical  cases  are  reported,  and  our 
opinion  is,  that  when  all  the  facts  and  experiences  are  gathered  relating 
to  this  disease,  a  vast  amount  of  practical  information  will  be  presented 
to  the  Central  U»ion  in  August  nest.  J. 
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LETTER  FROM  DR.  SCRIVEN,  OF  DUBLIN,   IRELAND. 


INFLUENZA,  APHONIA — CDI 


5"  FISTULA  BY  INTERNAL  MEDICATION. 


33  Saint  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin,  ") 
May  31,  1869.      j 

My  dear  Dr.  Helmuth:  I  am  quite  ashamed  that  your  kind 
«nd  most  acceptable  letter  should  have  remained  so  long  unac- 
knowledged. In  the  ordinary  routine  of  practice,  excepting 
during  the  prevalence  of  an  epidemic,  one  meets  but  few  cases 
sufficiently  typical  to  entitle  them  to  be  recorded  in  any  journal. 
Oar  city,  notwithstanding  the  prevalence  of  very  cold  north- 
east wind  and  rain,  has,  during  this  spring,  been  very  healthy. 
We  ha,ve  had  a  good  many  cases  of  influenza,  characterized  by 
loss  of  voice,  rough,  hard  cough,  not  much  fever,  but  a  consid- 
erable stomach  derangement,  ending  with  a  very  troublesome 
and  most  pertinacious  cough.  Phytolacca,  Kali  Bichrom., 
Cansticum  and  Sulphur  are  the  remedies  I  found  most  useful. 
In  March  and  April  we  had  an  unusual  number  of  cases  of 
typhoid  fever,  which,  under  the  ordinary  treatment,  was  very 
GUal,  but  none  died  under  homceopathic  treatment.  Since  com- 
mencing to  write,  a  patient  from  the  country  has  called  on 
me,  whose  case  is  not  without  interest,  though  I  regret 
that,  as  far  as  concerns  the  treatment  of  it.  it  is  not  as  instruc- 
tive as  it  might  have  been.  On  the  28th  of  last  November 
this  gentleman,  aged  about  45,  came  to  me  complaining  of  sore- 
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transparent  vesicles  had  made  their  appearance  in  clusters  upon 
the  foreskin  and  half  dozen  or  moro  upon  the  glans  penis.  In  u 
short  time  the  fluid  contained  in  them  became  turbid  and  milky 
and  finally  'they  presented  the  appearance  of  pustules.  The 
vesicles  which  were  seated  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  prepuce 
discharged,  for  the  most  part,  on  the  fourth  or  fifth  day,  leaving 
alight  sores.  When  he  applied  to  mo  the  symptoms  were  about 
as  above  described.  The  vesicles  were  seated  upon  a  spot  ot 
darker  redness  than  the  surrounding  skin  and  were  somewhat 
elevated  above  the  surface,  presenting  an  excoriated  uppea ranee 
and  secreting  an  ichorous  fluid. 

The  patient  had  bcon  under  allopathic  treatment  for  ten 
months  without  receiving  any  benefit.  They  had  informed  him 
the  sores  were  syphilitic  and  the  poor  follow  was  almost  crazed, 
as  he  lived  twelve  miles  in  the  country  and  said  he  had  never 
oven  had  an  opportunity  to  contract  the  disorder.  I  diagnosed 
herpes  preputialis  and  decided  upon  hepar  svlph  and  sepia  as  the 
most  appropriate  medicines.  Five  pellets  hepar  snip.  6th.  were 
taken  in  the  evening,  and  five  pellets  Sepia  30th  in  the  morning 
for  two  weeks,  with  diet  as  usual  in  such  cases.  At  the  end  of 
tho  fortnight  he  reported  himself  cured,  and  there  baa  been  no 
return  as  yet  (now  seven  months)  of  the  affection. 

I  mention  this  case  to  show  the  superiority  of  our  medicine* 
over  those  of  the  old  school,  this    being  one  of  many  case*  I 
might  adduce  in  proof  of  the  assertion. 
Respectfully  yours, 

J.  B.  JIcSWAXE. 


General   News. 

I!.  II.  Mourn  ll,  SI.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Editor. 
The     Jftftttfy   t^m,r,»iitk(i    TmtyxnJtnt   Closed   its   s>:o 


St.  Lends  imi  prod u ml  tin'  lui'jtest  living  baby  on  itenrii.  It  weighed 
nt  birtb  li)  pound-,  As  tliis  wonts  nlmn-t  too  much  to  believe,  we  will 
Statu  tbm  w*  Icvi'l vol  utirli.tiirmntioQ  diiwtlv  from  the  fitther  ofthachH  : 


The  sleeping  mnn  at  the  Bicatre  Hospital,  Paris,  who  has  not  waked  for 
-even  months  aroused  the  other  day,  partook  of  some  refreshments,  and 
then  died. 

From  one  of  the  Liverpool  journals  we  clip  the  following :  The  girl, 
Addison,  who  has  been  lying  in  a  state  of  unconsciousness  and  without 
loot!  since  October  last,  has  at  length  regained  consciousness  and  com- 
menced eating  and  talking.  Her  body  was  reduced  to  a  skeleton,  and  it 
seemed  impossible  that  she  could  recover.  But  under  a  fitting  dietary, 
she  seems  to  be  daily  improving,  and  hopes  are  entcrtaiued  that  she  may 
ultimately  recover.  She  has  been  twenty-five  weeks  without  taking  one 
particle  of  solid  food,  and  sixteen  weeks  without  even  her  lips  having 
in-eii  moistened. 

Sign  of  Death. — The  D'Omche  prize  has  already  found  a  claimant  in 
the  person  M.  Carriere.  He  says  that  for  the  past  forty  years  he  has  fol- 
lowed a  plan  which  ho  considers  infallible.  Its  simplicity  none  can 
doubt  li  you  hold  your  hand,  having  the  fing.'rs  prewid  against  each 
utlier  lour  or  five  centimetres  from  a  lighted  caudle,  it  appears  transparent 
and  of  a  rose  color,  capillary  action  being  in  full  activity.  Place  the  hand 
of  a  dead  person  in  the  same  position  and  the  appearance  is  changed,  the 
circulation  being  absent,  the  hand  is  like  one  of  stone. 

Eijiht  young  women  of  Russian  and  English  birth  are  pursuing  the 
study  of  medicine  in  the  medical  school  at  Zurich. 

Gslsemincm.—  The  tincture  of  gelseminum  in  five  drop  doses  every 
half  hour  is  an  excellent  remedy  in  uterine  hemorrhage  and  is  of  special 
value  in  crises  of  threatened  abortion. 

Cjikomc  Diahrihea. — Fcrrum  Aci  ticum  is  of  the  greatest  value  in  this 
complaint.  It  should  lie  given  in  the  first  tvit  J  grain  doses  every  three 
hum. 

Our  allopathic  brethren  are  at  present  busily  engaged  in  publishing 
lonj  articles  on  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  use  of  digitalis  in  dis- 
c;i-<siif  the  heart.  The  articles  are  about  as  original  as  those  on  the  use 
of  aconite  in  rheumatism. 

M.  Gnlopin.  of  Paris,  reports  a  case  of  a  young  woman  who  gave  birth 
w  live  male  children  at  n  time.  The  children  were  all  well  formed  and 
lived  long  enough  to  be  liap>tia!od. — Medical  Buletln. 

A  ne  v  medical  school  to  lie  called  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
jnww  will  l>e  opened  in  St.  Louis  the  coming  season.  They  will  occupy 
tlie  inulimg  formerly  used  by  the  Missouri  Homeopathic  Medical  College 
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In  cases  of  poisoning  by  rhus  radicans  Dr.  Thompson  says  that  soaking 
the  part  with  hot  water  and  rubbing  on  fine  salt  will  immediately  relieve 
the  intolerable  itching. 

Sukstiigke. — When  a  person  is  stricken  down  he  should  be  at  once 
removed  to  a  shady  spot;  stripped  and  drenched  with  cold  water  over 
the  head  and  ueck  and  chest  By  this  means  a  powerful  impression  is 
made  upon  the  cutaneous  nerves,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  set  suspended 
respiration  in  motion,  first  by  gasps,  then  in  a  regular  manner.  If  the 
heat  of  the  skin  be  hi^b  the  douches  should  be  repeated.  When  sensi- 
bility is  restored  the  patient  should  be  made  to  drink  freely  of  ice  water. 
G.  W.  McLEON. 

The  Mercer  la  Despatch  gives  an  account  of  a  colored  man  who  by  some 
inward  muscular  power  was  able  to  change  the  position  of  bis  heart  at 
will.  He  caused  it  to  move  first  to  the  left  side  of  the  chest,  then  down- 
ward on  the  came  side  to  below  the  waist,  then  across  the  abdomen  to  tke 
right  side;  then  upward  to  its  natural  position.  During  its  journey 
the  bean  kept  up  its  action  as  regularly  as  if  in  its  natural   position. 

The  American  Medical  Association,  Allopathi. — At  their  late 
meeting  in  New  Orleans  passed  the  following  resolution  :  Resolved,  That 
hereafter  no  medical  school  in  this  country  other  than  those  fully  endowed 
be  entitled  to  representation  in  this  association  if  the  amount  charged  by 
such  school  for  a  single  course  of  lectures  be  less  than  one  hundred  and 
forty  dollars. 

Reached,  That  all  schools  charging  less  than  this  sum  are  earnestly 
requested  to  advance  their  rate  of  fees  to  the  amount  mentioned. 

If  our  own  schools  would  adopt  a  similar  resolution  it  would  do  much 
towards  elevating  the  standard  of  medical  education.  It  is  the  quality 
and  not  the  number  of  our  practitioners  which  give  a  standard  to  the  art 
of  medicine. 

Scaklatika. — The  heat  and  burning  of  the  skin  which  accnmpaaii."; 
this  affection,  is  much  relieved  by  a  warm  bath  or  by  rubbing  the  surface 
with  olive  oil. 

Tub  Preservation  of  Vaccine  Virus. — Envelop  the  scab  in  a  fold  of 
paper  and  tin-foil  and  place  it  in  a  piece  of  beeswax,  melting  the  edgn 
of  the  wax  as  they  come  in  contact  around  the  scab,  thus  effectually  ex- 
cluding it  from  the  action  of  the  atmosphere.  In  this  manner  the  scab 
may  be  kept  perfectly  fresh  for  any  length  of  lime  and  in  any  climate. 
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Goitre. — This  disease,  which  is  prevalent  in  some  parts  of  the  country, 
will  generally  yield  to  the  iodide  of  mercury.  1st,  trit  given  in  doses 
of  one  grain  every  night  and  morning.  In  very  obstinate  cases  it  is  advis- 
able at  the  same  time  to  use  an  outward  application  composed  of  the  fol- 
Jowing  :  Iodide  of  raer.,  one  scruple,  and  lard  one  and  a  half  ounce. 


DnUG  Law  is  New  York. — The  New  York  legislature  has  passed  a  law 
which  if  well  carried  out  will  serve  in  a  great  measure  to  protect  the  pub- 
lic against  ignorant  Apothecaries'  clerks.  It  provides, among  other  things, 
thut  no  person  shall  prepare  a  prescription  unless  he  has  served  two  years* 
apprenticeship  in  a  drug  store  or  is  a  graduate  of  a  medical  college  or 
college  of  pharmacy,  except  under  the  direct  supervision  of  some  person 
possessing  one  of  these  qualifications.  We  trust  such  a  law  will  soon  be  in 
operation  in  our  own  Slate. 


Received. — Journal  of  Homoeopathic  Materia  Medico,  April  and  June ; 
II  ah  nem  a  mi  i  an  Monthly,  May  and  June;  Homoeopathic  Review,  May  and 
Jnne ;  Homoeopathic  World,  June ;  American  Homoeopathic  Observer, 
M;iy  and  June;  North  American  Journal,  May;  Philadelphia  Journal  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery,  June;  Medical  Investigator,  June;  Medical  News 
and  Library,  M*y  and  June;  St.  Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
Hay;  Ohio  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  May;  Catalogue  of  Monmouth 
College;  Announcement  of  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  Announcement  of 
St.  Louis  Miiiical  College;  Announcement  of  Philadelphia  University  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery;  Cincinnati  Gazette,  June  13. 

Mr*.  Eliza  Osgood,  who  died  recently  in  Philadelphia,  weighed  at  the 
time  of  her  death,  nearly  six  hundred  pounds. 

J.  P.  Dake,  M.  D.,  our  well  known  confrere  has  removed  to  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  No  21,  N.  Vine  Street. 


HoMtEOPATRic  Dispbsbaht. — The  following  is  the  report  of  J .  A 
Cloud,  Resident  Surgeon  of  the  Hoaiceopathic  Dispensary,  308  Race 
s'reet,  for  the  quarter  ending  May  31 ; 

Classes  of  diseases  and  number  of  patients  treated  :  Fevers,  4 ;  fevers, 
eruptive,  9;  diseases  of  the  organs  connected  with  the  digestive  system, 
fiO ;  respiratory  system,  90 ;  circulatory  system,  8 ;  brain  and  nervous  sys- 
tem, 26;  urinary  and  genital  organ*,  and  venereal  affections,  88;  serous 
exhalent  vessels,  8 ;  fihrousand  muscular  structure,  26 ;  abscesses  and  ul- 
cers, 6  ;  wounds  and  injuries,  17 ;  eye,  10 ;  ear,  4 ;  skin.  14 ;  all  other  dis- 
eases not  included  under  the  above  heads,  21 ;  total  number  of  patients 
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treated,  401 ;  visits  made,  281 ;  prescriptions  made,  1,037;  Burgical  cases- 
treated,  11;  medical  cases  treated,  390;  obstetrical  cases  attended,  3; 
vaccinations  performed,  9 ;  deaths,  2. 

REPORT   FOR   MAY. 

Number  of  cases  remaining  from  list  month 35 

Number  of  cases  received  during  the  month 68 

Number  of  cases  recovered  during  the  month 72 

Number  of  cases  sent  to  hospital 1 

Number  of  cases  died > 9 

Number  <>f  cases  remaining 46 

Number  of  obstetrical  cases  attended 9 

Number  of  office  patients ■ .' .' 91 

Number  of  outdoor  patients. 26 

Number  uf  visits  made 89 

Numb  r  of  prescri  ptions  made 276 

Nuui'"T  of  medical  cases  attended 120- 

Nunibor  of  surgical  cases  treated 3 

Mahuibd. — On  Wednesday  evening,  June  2d,  at  the  residence  of  the 
bride's  father,  by  Rev.  Edward  Cooper,  Dr.  G.  II.  T.  Johnson  and  Mis* 
Tudic  G.  Bowman,  all  of  Atchison. 

The  "  Occidental." — This  is  the  Dame  of  a  new  monthly  periodical 
issued  in  St.  Louis.  The  editors  are  Drs.  Walker  and  Comstock,  and  its 
aim  is  the  dissemination  of  popular  Homoeopathy,  while,  at  the  same 
time,  it  proposes  to  interest  itself  for  the  profession  at  large.  It  presents 
an  excellent  appearance,  and  is  published  by  John  V.  Hogan,  Esq.,  the 
energetic  and  well  known  manager  of  the  Hommopathic  Mutual  Life  In- 
surance Company.     Long  life  to  "  The  Occidental." 

Sickness  in  St.  Louis.— The  bills  of  mortality  for  the  past  three  weeks 
show  an  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths.  For  the  week  ending  lGth  of 
July  there  was  215  deaths,  of  which  IRQ  were  children  under  five  years  of 
age,  55  being  from  cJiolera  infantum,  and  SI  from  diarrhai.  For  the  pre- 
vious week  the  total  mortality  was  207,  and  of  these  there  were  135  chil- 
dren under  five  years  of  age.  Bowel  and  hrain  diseases  appear,  as  usual 
.it  ibis  season,  to  be  on  the  increase. 


I',',: 


.i.  os  Diarrhcba  and  Dysentery. — We  had  expected  t 

>f  this  valuable  little  work  in  this  number  of  tin.-  On* 
lisappointed;  we  hope  to  give  it  a  good  notice  in  mir   n 
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MATERIA  MEDICA. 


NOTATION  OF  POTENCIES. 


BY   0.   E.   GOODRICH,    H.   D. 


Editor  of  the  "  Western  Somatopathic  Observer :" 

Since  the  publication  of  my  former  letter  on  this  subject  in 
Observer  for  Sept.  1869, 1  have  revised  the  system  therein  set 
forth,  though  not  correctly,  owing  to  typographical  errors,  and 
therefore  I  beg  leave  to  present  anew  the  following 

SYSTEM   OF  NOTATION  OF  POTENCIES  : 

1st.  Designate  the  potency  itself,  by  small  figures  placed  to 
the  right  of,  and  a  little  above  the  name  of  the  remedy.  Ex. 
Nnx-v.  12,  denotes  the  twelfth  potency,  etc. 

2nd.  Designate  the  decimal  scale  by  the  small  capital  letter  x, 
and  the  centesimal  scale  by  tbe  small  capital  letter  a,  placed  to 
the  right  of,  and  a  little  above  the  number  of  the  potency,  Ex 
Nnx-v.  12  x.  and  Nnx-v.  12  o,  denote,  respectively,  the  12th 
decimal  and  centesimal  potencies,  etc. 

3d.  Designate  mother  tinctures  by  a  cipher,  and  all  potencies 
above  the  30th,  by  Soman  numerals.    Ex.  Nox-v.  0,  denotes  the 
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mother  tincture  of  Nux-v.,  and  Nux-v.  mm.  c,  denotes  the  2000th 
centesimal  potency,  etc. 

4th.  Designate  dilutions,  triturations,  saturations  and  pellets  by 
their  initial  letters.  Ex.  Nux-y.  3xt,  and  Kus-v.  Ics,  denote, 
respectively,  the  3d  decimal  trituration,  and  the  1st  centesimal 
saturation. 

Allegan,  Mich.,  July,  1869. 


NEW  TREATMENT  FOR  CROUP  AND  DIPHTHERIA. 


Abcile  denounces  the  use  of  Mercury  in  the  treatment  of 
Diphtheria,  and  cites  Trousseau,  who  had  been  so  much  in  favor 
of  the  Calomel  treatment,  but  having  observed  that  the  injudi- 
cious application  of  the  same,  caused  more  injury  than  good  in 
Diphtheria,  has  entirely  discarded  the  use  of  it.  A.  says,  the 
only  rationale?)  and  certain(?)  thcrapia  in  Diphtheria  is  the 
application  of  moist  Cinnabar  vapors.  The  author  has,  in  some 
cases,  continued  the  same  for  five  or  six  days,  without  any  bad 
results.  The  inhalations  must  be  used,  immediately  at  the 
beginning  of  the  disease,  and  be  continued  nntil  the  patient  is 
cured  entirely — radically.  The  smaller  the  sick  room,  the  bet- 
ter for  the  inhalation.  His  npparatus  is  very  simple,  and 
consists  of  a  broad  earthen  dish,  in  the  shape  of  a  plate,  and  a 
spirit  lamp.  This  apparatus  is  placed  near  the  bed  of  the 
patient,  the  dish  is  filled  with  water,  which  is  brought  quietly 
to  boiling,  and  then  a  small  portion  of  the  flowers  of  Mallow 
and  Foppy  and  two  grammes  of  Cinnabar  are  put  into  the  boil. 
iug  water.  The  apparatus  must  bo  kept  in  activity  day  and 
night;  every  four  hours  two  grammes  of  Cinnabar  must  be 
added,  and  if  necessary  the  water  and  flowers  must  be 
renewed.  This  treatment  has  to  be  supported  by  a  nutrition:. 
diet  and  wine  diluted  with  water.  Healni  adds,  that  an  emetic 
two  or  three  times  a  day(W)  horrible  !  if  the  paticut  can  stand 
it— should  bo  given,  as  the  mechanical  effect*  of  the  same   are 
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entirely  favorable,  assisting  in  the  expectoration  of  the  exuda- 
dation. 

Note. — And  this  treatment  is  called,  by  this  French  gentleman, 
"  rational  and  certain."  The  inhalations,  we  have  no  doubt,  would  pro- 
duce good  effects  in  some  cases,  but  an  emetic  two  or  three  times  in 
twenty-four  hours  for  from  two  to  five  days,  don't  look  nor  sound  very 
much  like  rational  treatment.  How  much  better  is  bis  vomiting  treat- 
ment than  the  Calomel  plan,  or  the  not  quite  yet  defunct  method  of 
cauterization  ? 


Wo  find  in  the  Tribune  Med.  31  Jan.  '69,  and  the  Mauchblatt. 
April  '69,  the  following  interesting  case : 

Mrs.  W.,  a  very  nervous  woman,  became  pregnant  a  few 
months  after  marriage.  She  experienced,  during  the  first  few 
weeks  of  her  pregnancy,  the  usual  symptoms  of  disturbed 
digestion,  and  besides  this,  she  was  troubled  with  an  intolerable 
itching  of  the  entire  body.  The  skin  had  a  healthy  appearance, 
and  yet  the  violent  pruritus  caused  an  unusual  excitement,  and 
real  nervous  spasms.  For  several  weeks,  numerous  remedies 
were  employed,  internal  and  external,  without  any  benefit,  for 
instance:  Externally,  camphor  vapor,  narcotic  baths,  salt 
baths,  laudanum,  borax,  etc.  The  pruritus  continued  still. 
Slight  relief  followed  in  the  seventh  month,  after  baths  of  hot 
decoctions.  The  sleeplessness  and  pruritus,  however,  did  not 
abate.  Now  a  very  severe  pyrosis  and  neuralgia  in  the  teeth 
set  in.  The  husband  of  the  patient,  a  great  smoker,  advised  her 
to  smoke  a  cigar  to  get  relief  from  the  neuralgia.  Ihis  simple 
remedy,  caused  almost  instantly  the  disappearance  of  neuralgia, 
pyrosis  and  the  pruritus,  which  had  troubled  her  for  five 
months.  The  lady  smoked  .every  evening  a  cigar,  and  slept 
well,  etc.  In  consequence  of  a  fright,  the  patient  was  confined 
in  her  eight  and  one-half  months.  Fourteen  months  later,  Mrs. 
W.  became  again  pregnant,  and  the  pruritus  made  its  appear- 
ance again,  not  quite  so  violent  as  at  the  first  attack,  and  no 
trace  of  any  eruption  whatever  upon  the  surface.  The  lady 
being  rather  adverse  to  smoking,  hesitated  for  some  time,  to 
have  recourse  to  the  remedy  which  was  so  effectual  on  a  former 
occasion.     But  meanwhile  the  pyrosis  set  in,  and  tho  patient 
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then  took  the  cigar.  Instantly  pyrosis  and  pruritus  vanished. 
Without  any  ascertained  cause,  Mm  W.  had  also  this  time  a 
premature  birth,  at  seven  and  one-half  months.  The  sedative 
action  of  tobacco  decoction  in  itching  skin  affections  are 
well  known,  but  it  is  new,  that  simply  tobacco  smoking  should 
produce  such  rapid  and  astonishing  effects.  This  remedy 
caused  directly,  the  disappearance  of  the  pyrosis,  the  neuralgia 
and  pruritus,  and  that  it  acted  only  through  the  nervous  sys- 
tem in  this  case,  is  apparent.  Was  the  good  action  of  the 
tobacco  without  compensation  ?  (What  effect  did  it  have,  in 
producing  the  two  premature  births?)  J. 


Chohea  Tarantel. — February  1864,  a  boy,  aged  nine  years, 
suffered  for  a  year  past  from  symptoms  of  Chorea,  which  were 
manifested  in  all  parts  of  the  body,  but  particularly  in  the  face 
right  arm,  and  left  leg.  The  poor  boy  was  always  in  motion, 
he  made  thousands  of  gesticulations  and  movements,  and 
walked  so  fast  that  he  had  to  be  held  to  prevent  him  from  fall- 
ing. He  could  run  much  better  than  walk,  and  fell  only 
when  he  attempted  to  stand  still.  The  speech  was  also  affected. 
It  was  difficult  to  understand  him.  At  night,  in  bed,  be  felt  the 
best,  the  convulsions  then  ceased.  The  child  had,  up  to  this 
time,  taken  the  different  preparations  of  Valeriana,  China  and 
Anthelmintica,  etc.,  but  without  effect. 

The  patient  took  now,  Bell.,  Cina,  Sulph.,  and  other  remedies, 
according  to  indications,  bnt  no  permanent  improvement  was 
perceptible. 

Tarantel  12,  (six  globa.  in  eight  spoonsful  water),  three  times 
daily,  was  now  given  and  continued  for  eight  (Jays.  After  this 
remedy  the  great  restlessness  and  the  convulsive  movemont  of 
the  muscles  disappeared,  the  speech  alone  was  somewhat 
affected,  etc. 

Tarantel  200  was  given,  a  dose  daily  for  throe  days,  then  five 
days'  pause,  and  so  on  for  two  weeks.  At  this  time,  evory  con- 
Tulsive  movement  disappeared.    Arms  and  legs  were  weak,  as 
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from  paralysis,  not  painful,  which  caused  the  child  to  limp,  and 
disabled  it  from  holding  anything  in  the  right  hand.  China  and 
Rhus  removed  this  difficulty  completely  in  a  short  time. — EL 
Criterio  Medica,  vol.  vi.  p.  285. 


TWO  OBSERVATIONS  ON  PNEUMONIA. 

Case  I. — Pneumonia  of  the  right  side.  Jan.  16, 1885.  By 
Dr.  B.  Pueg,  of  Olette  (Pyrenees,  Orientates),  patient,  the  Abbe 
Ft****;  thirty-four  years  old;  thin;  good  constitution,  nervous 
temperament.  Symptoms — sharp  pain  in  right  side,  preventing 
breathing ;  face  red,  gloomy ;  violent  pain  in  head ;  ayes  blood- 
shot; great  thirst;  tongue  dry;  cough  frequent;  expectora- 
tions bright  red ;  pulse  140 ;  skin  moist,  bat  acrid  and  hot ;  per- 
cussion gave  a  heavy  sound  in  the  lower  part  of  the  right 
side ;  aoscultation  discovered  a  dry  and  constant  wheezing ; 
nothing  on  left  side ;  he  begged  to  be  bled,  but  I  refused. 

Prescription :  Aconite,  12th,  8  globules,  one  every  2  hours  in 
a  little  water ;  and  for  drinking,  water  of  the  temperature  of 
the  roomi 

Jan.  16. — Patient  in  despair ;  suffered  more  than  ever,  not- 
withstanding an  application  of  twenty  leeches  some  one  had 
advised  a  few  minutes  after  my  departure ;  same  officious  friend 
declaring  that  my  remedy  was  absolutely  nothing.  Much  blood 
lost;  breathing  no  easier;  pulse  140.  At  my  entreaties,  the 
Abbe  decided  to  follow  my  advice.  Same  prescription  as  the 
day  before. 

Jan.  17. — Sensible  improvement;  patient  more  easy;  in  good 
heart ;  face  less  red ;  pain  in  side  diminished  ;  pulse  96 ;  tongue 
more  moist;  skin  less  acrid  and  hot;  expectoration  thick,  color 
of  the  juice  of  prunes,  with  some  ntreaks  of  blood ;  slept  some 
during  night;  perspiration  all  over  his  body.  Prescription— 
Bryonia,  12th,  8  globules,  one  every  two  hours  in  a  little  water ; 
chicken  broth. 


Pneumonia. 

Jan  18, — Rapid  improvement.  Only  a  little  pain  in  side 
when  taking  a  deep  breath,  and  when  cough  returns.  Expec- 
toration white,  thick,  raised  without  difficulty;  pulse  80; 
tongue  moist,  no  thirst;  percussion  gives  a  normal  Bound;  wheez- 
ing noise,  moist  and  slight;  perspiration  abundant  and  natural ; 
tone  of  mind  normal.  Prescribed  no  medicine;  thin  broth; 
water  for  drinking  the  same  temperature  of  the  room. 

Jan.  19. — Patient  slept  well ;  hungry ;  cough  gone ;  a  little 
pain  in  left  aido  when  breathing  hard;  pulso  67.  Prescription — 
Sulphur,  30th ;  three  globules  during  the  day ;  chicken  broth 
and  water. 

After  three  days  revisited  the  Abbe.  Found  him  a  little 
weak,  but  in  a  natural  oondition;  chest  entirely  froe.  Sul- 
phur had  made  the  pain  in  the  side  totally  disappear.  The 
result  had  exceeded  my  hopes,  and  I  bless  the  science  which 
which  permits  me  to  save  my  patients  without  torturing  them. 

Case  II. — Pneumonia  of  the  left  side.  Typhoid  symptoma. 
Patient,  man,  45  years  old,  feeble  and  almost  bloodless  in  conse- 
quence of  an  inflammation  of  the  Btomaeh  he  had  had  for 
more  than  a  year,  with  profuse  and  frequent  bloody  evacua- 
tions;  violent  pain  in  left  sido,  which  was  irritated  by  a  con- 
etant  dry  cough;  expectoration  streaked  with  blood,  and 
thrown  up  with  difficulty;  pulse  135,  low,  feeble;  face  pale, 
emaciated  and  anxious  ;  skin  warm  and  dry;  tongue  dry  and  red, 
especially  towards  the  lip.  Percussion  made  a  deep  sound  in  the 
lower  three-quarters  of  the  left  side,  and  auscultation  showed 
a  dry  and  constant  wheeling  noise;  great  oppression.  Prescrip- 
tion— Aconite,  12th,  8  globules,  one  every  two  hours  in  a  little 
water  ;  chicken  broth,  to  drink  water  temperature  of  the  room. 

Two  days  after  I  was  sent  for  again.  There  had  been  a  slight 
improvement,  and  then  the  symptoms  had  returned  with  a  now 
intensity.  Pound  him  in  a  state  of  extraordinary  prostration ; 
akin  nearly  cold;  pulse  96,  light,  feeble;  mind  weak;  tongue 
black  and  craokod  ;  teeth  and  lips  covered  with  a  blackish  layer 

'  a  bad  nature;  nostrils  dilated;  face  much  altered;  pa- 
tient talked  to  himself,  and  gave  his  thoughts  to  his  present  and 
future  Btate ;   constant  cough ;   expectoration  of  the  color  of 
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juice  of  prunes,  streaked  with  blood.  I  was  not  able  to  auscult 
or  percuBB  the  sick  man,  for  while  trying  to  torn  himself  for  me 
to  examine  bis  chest,  fainted.  Aside  from  pneumonia,  which 
evidently  still  existed,  there  were  all  the  alarming  symptoms  of  a 
grave  typhoid  affection,  and  I  feared  speedy  death.  After  ma- 
tare  reflection,  I  prescribed  Bryonia,  18th,  8  globules,  one  every 
two  hours  in  a  little  water,  thick  broth,  wine  and  water  for 
drinking. 

I  expected  a  fatal  termination,  and  told  his  parents  so,  bat 
two  days  after,  I  received  a  letter  stating  that  "  the  little  pearlg 
had  produced  a  miracle" — that  he  was  entirely  free  from  cough 
and  pain,  and  as  well  as  possible.  Tongue,  lips  and  teeth  had 
regained  their  natural  color;  face  cheerful ;  poise,  though  feeble, 
regular;  sleeps  well;  has  an  appetite.  Ten  days  after,  I  found 
him  sitting  in  his  door  enjoying  the  sunlight,  entirely  well. 
Dr.  B.  Piieg — Biblioth&que  Hbmaepatkique. 
April,  1869.  9. 


SNAKE  INFALLIBLE. 


"  Rattle  Snake  Master,"  or  "  Snake  Weed,"  are  names  pro- 
miscuously used,  denoting  one  and  the  same  plant  very  highly 
spoken  of  in  a  neighborhood  ten  miles  north  of  this,  as  an  infal- 
lible remedy  in  poisoning  from  SDake  bite.  I  came  to  this 
knowledge  quite  accidentally,  or  rather  providentially,  aud  the 
very  circumstance  leading  my  friend  to  make  mention  of  the 
Snake  Weed  in  creating  the  interest  of  this  communication  I 
will  introduce  here,  at  the  risk  of  straying  for  a  while  beyond 
purely  medical  bounds. 

Brought  up  a  regular  Allopath  in  the  University  of  Pest 
Buda,  Vienna  and  Padua,  from  which  latter  is  my  diploma 
(1836),  I  became  a  Homceopath  by  the  astounding  beneficial 
results  of  emetics  I  obtained  during  a  protracted  practice  in  a 
cholera  hospital.  Since  1840  I  added  to  my  medical  toils  for 
the  relief  of  the  body,  the  volunteer  labor  of  a  preacher  for  the 
relief  of  the  moral  woes  of  our  race.    I  am  thus  so  to  say,  a 
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doctor  for  body  and  soul,  as  the  early  apostles  were  ordained, 
and  as  every  doctor  (especially  Homoeopaths)  and  every  cler- 
gyman (except  Sectarians)  ought  to  be.  Religious  life  in  the 
whole  county  of  Linn,  and  particularly  so  in  the  Old  School 
Presbyterian  connection,  (among  whose  ministry  I  am  enrolled), 
being  so  prostrate  and  extremely  feeble  as  to  constitute  it  a  clear 
arsenic  case— were  it  a  physical  and  not  a  spiritual  complaint. 
I  make  a  missionary  effort  just  among  the  feeblest  churches  of 
our  denomination,  near  total  extinction,  to  throw  in  a  Homoeo- 
pathic dose  of  strong  remedial  Gospel  truth,  and  have  often 
had  the  pleasure  of  producing  a  renewed  flickering  of  life,  till 
gradually  it  lit  up  in  a  bright,  steady  little  flame.  I  was  just 
on  my  return  voyage  from  a  similar  Sabbath  visit  to  a  small  soul 
hospital,  accompanied  by  my  friend,  an  eldor  in  the  church,  aod 
also  a  physician,  (but,  unfortunately,  of  the  old  style  in  therapeu- 
tics, as  well  as  in  attachment  to  old  soulless  Presbyterian  formali- 
ties,) and  while  discoursing  on  the  possible  relation  between  sin 
and  sickness,  and  the  apparent  efficacy  of  Christian  faith  on 
both  as  an  antidote  to  the  poison  of  sin  affecting  human  life 
from  its  highest  order  to  its  lowest  manifestations,  my  friend, 
of  a  more  practical  than  metaphysical  turn  of  mind,  at  one 
swoop  dispelled  all  the  subtleties  of  our  former  conversation  by 
exclaiming,  "Ah,  see  here,  Doctor,  this  little  herb,  how  amazing 
its  power  against  poison !  humble,  you  would  think,  despised 
and  trodden  under  like  the  Saviour  himself,  but  full  of  healing 
and  salvation  to  those  who  know  it  I"  The  herb,  however,  on 
our  coming  near,  proved  not  to  be  that  which  my  friend  sup- 
posed. But  Dr.  A.,  (this  is  my  friend's  initial),  promised,  on  his 
return  home,  to  hunt  up  for  me  the  identical  "  Snake  Weed,"  so 
extensively  and  advantageously  known,  and  spontaneously 
growing  in  his  neighborhood*.  And,  as  good  as  his  word,  he 
sent  me,  after  a  few  days,  a  bunch  of  leaves  accompanied  by 
the  following  remarks : 

♦Note, — I  warmly  solicited  the  gift,  declaring  it  might  be  a  great  boon 
to  Homoeopathy  in  particular,  boasting  altogether  of  specifics  in  every 
complaint,  and  Dr.  A.  firmly  promised  not  to  forget 

"  I  herewith  send  you  some  of  the  '  Snake-bite  Weed.    I  am 

not  much  of  a  botanist  and  have  not  attempted  to  classify  it. 
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One  thing  I  do  know  about  it,  that  it  is  an  excellent  antidote 
against  poison,  particularly  the  bite  of  snakes.  Three  of  our 
family  have  been  bitten  and  used  it.  The  effect  was  prompt  and 
satisfactory.  The  pain,  which  was  most  excrutiating,  was 
entirely  relieved  in  course  of  half  an  hour.  The  way  in  which 
we  prepared  it  was,  to  boil  a  small  handful  of  the  leaves  in  a 
pint  of  eweet  milk  and  drink  plentifully  of  the  milk  and  apply 
a  poultice  of  the  leaves  boiled  as  above  to  the  wound." 

Being  thna  set  on  the  track,  I  inquired  around  among  neigh- 
bors and  acquaintance e,  each  contributing  to  the  good  report 
and  praise  of  the  plant,  only  varying  as  to  its  name,  some  styl- 
ing it,  " Rattle  Snake  Master,"  "Snake  Infallible,"  "  Snake-bito 
Weed,"  but  all  agreing  as  to  its  anti-poisonous  virtue.  Of 
course  I  was  anxious  to  secure  blossoms  and  seed  vessels,  if 
possible,  bnt  hitherto  failed.  Mr.  Jenkins,  a  shrewd  New 
Yorker,  the  one  who  baptized  it  "  Rattle  Snake  master,"  clev- 
erly argued  that  a  good  reason  for  the  early  floresence  and 
dying  off  of  the  plant,  and  the  consequent  improbability  of  my 
discovering  it  at  this  season  in  flower,  was,  that  being  master 
of  the  rattle  snakes,  it  comes  with  them  and  leaves  with 
them.  The  snakes  appear  in  May  and  leave  with  July,  and  so 
does  their  master.  But  I  am  not  quite  so  sure  of  the  periodicity 
of  the  rattle  snake.  I,  whilf  in  Illinois,  had  three  cases  of  snake 
bite  under  medical  treatment,  all  of  them  happening  in  Sep- 
tember and  October,  and  yielding  to  applications  of  Iodine 
externally  (after  a  good  cross  incision  and  free  bleeding)  and 
frequent  Allopathic  doses  internally.  I  have  been  accustomed 
to  this  treatment,  the  latter  part  of  it  learnt  in  Japan.  Snake- 
bites in  Loo  Choo,  onr  permanent  residence  while  in  Japan,  were 
very  frequent.  The  natives,  without  consulting  any  physician, 
lay  tobacco  on  the  wound,  tie  a  string  around  the  wounded  limb, 
then  take  to  saki  drinking,  saki  being  a  strong  distillation  from 
rice.  Barely  did  any  bite  prove  fatal.  Only  in  one  of  my  cases, 
where  the  local  affection  assumed  a  malignant  character,  result- 
ing in  toxaemia,  and  consequent  nervous  prostration,  I  had  to 
have  recourse  to  Lachosis. 
Mr.  Editor,  I  promise  you  to  continue  my  inquiries  and  re-  * 
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searches  concerning  the  "  Rattle  Snake  Master."  Mr.  Luy- 
ties  reports  in  the  name  of  a  "first  rate  botanist,"  (I  had 
sent  him  a  leaf  as  a  specimen  of  the  plant),  that  it  belongs  to 
the  class  of  Pedicvlaris  canadensis  commonly  known  by  the 
name  of  Lovu  Root.  The  sooner  the  fact  becomes  known 
through  your  widely  read  Observer,  the  sooner  the  attention 
of  fellow  Homoeopaths  in  the  West,  and  in  this  State  particu- 
larly, will  be  attracted  and  the  matter  widely  and  exhaustively 
investigated.  Yours  respectfully, 

B.  J.  BsTTKHttiM,  M.  D. 
BrooljUid,  Mo. 
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AN  INTERESTING  OBSTETRICAL  CASE. 

Jane  23d,  1869,  visited  Mrs.  G,  at  4  a.  h.  Is  seven  months 
advanced  in  her  second  pregnancy.  Awoke  at  3  a.  m.  with 
labor  pains.  Upon  telling  her  that  her  enlargement  of  the 
abdomen  was  not  sufficient  for  seven  months,  was  Informed 
that  in  her  first  pregnancy  she  presented  the  same  appearance. 
Upon  making  a  vaginal  examination,  found  a  bloody  discharge 
and  a  soft  mass  engaging  in  the  os.  At  6  a.  m.  a  placenta  was 
expelled,  of  full  size  for  seven  months,  the  foetal  surface  covered 
with  hydatids.  No  fcetus  being  presented,  upon  questioning 
her  obtained  the  following  history :  Menstruated  last  in  middle 
of  November.  She  had  suffered  with  the  ordinary  rational 
symptoms  of  pregnancy,  had  never  felt  fcetal  movements;  in 
the  latter  part  of  February  was  suddenly  taken  with  a  severe 
gush  of  blood,  which  ceased  upon  her  assuming  a  recumbent 
position,  and  never  returned.  Nothing  passed  except  blood. 
From  this  time  she  had  a  nearly  constant  yellow  discharge, 
without  odor,  worse  at  night,  has  occasionally  passed  what  she 
considered  pieces  of  flesh,  never    discharged    pieces  of  bone. 
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This  discharge  was  painless,  never  Alt  any  pains  like  those  of 
labor  until  this  morning.  Has  never,  to  her  knowledge,  passed 
the  fcBtns. 

What  became  of  the  fostus  in  this  case  ?  Three  theories  may 
account  for  its  Don  appearance :  1st,  Fretus  may  have  been 
extruded  without  her  knowledge  at  the  time  she  had  the 
uterine  hemorrhage;  2nd,  foatus  may  have  decomposed  and 
passed  in  fragment*  daring  the  period  of  the  yellow  discharge  ; 
3d,  the  foatus  may  have  perished  soon  after  conception,  placenta 
being  adherent  and  hydatids  formed.  Foaozps. 


Surgery, 

L.  H.  .Willabd,  It.  D.,  Editor. 


[Note. — It  gives  iw  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  lay  before  our  readers 
u  account  of  one  of  the  most  remarkable  surgical  operations  upon  record 
performed  by  our  diitingulehod  friend,  Dr.  Beebe,  of  Chicago.  This 
exploit  has  already  gone  through  the  country,  but  never  in  detail  and 
proper  form.  We  know  it  will  oe  read  with  interest  and  copied  into  other 
periodicals.  We  trast  our  Allopathic  exchangee  will  state  that  Dr.  Beebe 
is  a  Homceopathist  and  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Hahnemann  Medical 
College,  Chicago. — Ed.] 

STRANGULATED  UMBILICAL  HJBRNIA,  MORTIFICATION  AND 
REMOVAL  OF  FIFTY-EIGHT  INC2EB  OF  INTES- 
TINE, RECOVERY. 

BY  O.   D.    BEEBK,    M.    D.,   OF    CHICAGO. 


Editor  of  the  "  Western  ffomaopathic  Observer." 

I  hasten  to  accept  your  friendly  invitation  to  communicate 
the  notes  of  an  operation  for  hernia  recently  referred  to  in  the 
public  press,  and  as  the  pages  of  your  valuable  journal  are 
always  fall  of  useful  material,  I  will  be  brief. 

July  10th  I  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  J.B.  Childs,  of  Lee  Centre, 
111.,  who  was  temporarily  in  our  city  for  a  visit,  and,  while  at 
the  house  of  a  friend,  was  taken  with  most  violent  pain  in  an 
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umbilical  hernia,  from  which  she  had  suffered  since  the  birth  of 
a  child,  seven  years  previously.  On  reaching  the  patient's  bed- 
side I  found  a  large  tumor  at  the  umbilicus,  the  thin  integumen- 
tol  coverings  of  which  were  greatly  discolored  and  were  on  the 
point  of  yielding  to  the  pressure  of  a  considerable  quantity  of 
fluid  therein  contained. 

The  patient  had  vomited  for  two  or  three  days,  and  during 
the  twelve  hours  preceding  my  visit  the  vomiting  had  been 
etercoraceous  with  frequent  hiccough.  The  skin  and  pulse  did 
not  show  any  marked  peritoneal  inflammation,  but  there  Boomed 
no  apology  for  further  delay  in  ascertaining  the  condition  of  the 
hernial  mass.  A  careful  incision  of  the  integuments  liberated  a 
quantity  of  dark  bloody  serum,  and  this  escaping  revealed  a 
mass  of  gangrenous  intestine.  With  a  grooved  director  the 
hernial  sack  was  freely  laid  open,  when  I  was  startled  to  find 
so  much  of  the  intestine  involved  and  the  entire  mass  not  only 
black  with  discoloration,  but  at  points  yielding  and  emitting 
fceeal  matter.  The  situation  was  novel  and  without  precedent. 
buta  moment's  reflection  satisfied  me  that  the  patient's  chances 
for  life  lay  in  removing  the  devitalized  tissue  and  persuing  such 
further  steps  as  would  subject  her  to  the  least  hazard  possible 
under  the  circumstances.  With  the  assistance  of  two  or  three 
of  my  medical  colleagues  whom  I  could  hastily  summon  to  my 
aid,  I  traced  the  gut  to  the  hernial  ring,  and  finding  sound 
tissues  there,  divided  it,  and  passing  a  strong  suture  secured  the 
sound  extremity  to  the  margin  of  the  incision.  Then,  with  a 
pair  of  sciBSora,  I  cut  the  intestine  away  from  the  mesentery 
throughout  its  extent  until  sound  intestine  was  found  at  the 
opposite  side  ;  here  it  was  again  divided  and  the  sound  extrem- 
ity secured  like  the  former. 

The  mesenteric  vessels,  which  were  very  numerous  as  may  be 
inferred,  were  closed  by  torsion  and  by  ice  until  all  hemorrhage 
had  ceased.  This  was  the  most  protracted  part  of  the  opera- 
tion, but  when  accomplished  the  hernia  knife  was  brought  to 
boar  on  the  ring,  and  this  was  freely  enlarged.  Making  sure 
that  the  bleeding  did  not  recur  on  the  removal  of  the  pressure 
maintained  by  the  ring,  the  parts  were  now  returned  within  the 
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abdomen,  leaving  the  two  divided  ends  of  intestine  protruding 
from  the  abdomen  and  lying  side  by  side,  where  they  were 
secured  to  the  in  tegumental  margin  in  such  manner  as  to  form 
an  artificial  anna.  The  day  following  the  operation  the  pnlae 
rose  to  a  hundred  and  twenty  and  tbero  was  some  disposition  to 
singultus,  but  the  cathartics,  which  had  been  froely  adminis- 
tered by  my  predecessor  in  the  case,  wore  being  poured  out 
freely  at  the  artificial  anus,  and  in  two  days  the  irritation  began 
to  subside,  and  from  that  time  the  digestive  functions  became 
tolerably  well  established.  An  examination  of  the  intestine 
removed  proved  it  to  be  of  the  Jejunum  and  to  measure  four 
feet  ten  inches.  As  soon  as  I  could  feel  some  assurance  of  tho 
patient  surviving  the  first  operation,  I  began  to  prepare  tor  the 
second,  viz:  thoOure  of  the  artificial  anus. 

There  wore  not  wanting  those  in  the  profession  who  wisely 
shook  their  heads  and  thought  thin  operation  should  have  been 
deferred  for  several  months  to  enable  the  patient  to  regain 
n,  etc.,  and  influences  were  brought  to  hear  upon  the 
patient  to  that  end,  but  the  patient  seemed  willing  to  rest  her 
case  in  my  bands,  and  so  soon  as  my  instrument  maker  could 
prepare  the  instrument  from  drawings  furnished  him,  I  was 
ready  to  proceed. 

A  few  day's  delay  was  asked  by  the  patient's  husband  on 
account  of  business,  and  then  on  July  31st  a  clamp  was  intro- 
iiii-.d,  the  blades  of  which  were  oval,  three-fourths  of  an  inch 
wide  and  one  and  a  fourth  inches  long,  and  fenestrated  leaving 
serrated  jaws  one  eighth  of  an  inch  wide,  One  blade  was 
passed  into  each  end  of  intestine  until  fully  within  the  abdo- 
men. Groat  euro  was  exercised  that  only  the  intervening  walls 
"i  these  intestines  should  be  embraced  by  the  clamp,  and  the 
blades  were  then  approximated  by  a  set  screw  in  the  bandies 
until  slight  pain  was  occasioned.  Instructions  wore  given  that 
if  nausea  and  vomiting  occurred  the  clamp  should  be  loosened, 
otherwise  it  should  be  very  gradually  tightened  during  the  next 
two  days.  On  tho  third  day  the  presumption  being  that  adhe- 
sive inflammation  had  united  the  two  intestines,  firm  pressure 
was  applied  by  the  clamp  that  the  parts  embraced  might  be 
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caused  to  slough,  and  a  free  incision  was  made  from  one  intes- 
tine to  the  other  through  the  fenestral  opening  in  the  clamp. 
On  the  fourth  day  the  clamp  was  gradually  loosened  and 
removed,  and  from  that  time  the  fcecal  matter  passed  freely 
into  the  lower  bowels  and  regular  evacnatione  occurred  by  the 
rectum.  A  digital  exploration  revealed  the  smooth  rounded 
edges  of  the  opening  made  by  the  clamp,  and  it  now  only 
remained  to  close  the  integumental  opening,  which  was  done 
by  deeply  set  quill  sutures  on  the  8th  day  of  August,  and  the 
patient  departed  for  her  home  in  the  central  part  of  the  State, 
leaving  my  cabinet  enriched  by  a  pathological  specimen  which 
is  as  highly  valued  as  it  is  rare.  It  is  no  less  amazing  than 
gratifying  to  witness  the  happy  effects  of  homoeopathic  reme- 
dies in  controlling  the  constitutional  disturbances  consequent 
upon  grave  surgical  operations,  and  seldom  have  these  been 
more  happy  in  my  hands  than  in  the  present  case,  where 
aconite  and  arsenicum  played  so  important  a  part  in  control- 
ing  peritonitis  and  enteritis.  Truly  yours, 

G.  D.  Bjsebe. 


CBOVP,  TRACHEOTOMY,  DEATH. 

BY   ALFRED    X.   RUBS,    M.  II.,  VIENNA,  AUSTRIA. 

I  propose  giving  a  brief  outline  of  this  case  and  close  by 
bringing  some  of  the  symptoms  to  account  in  regard  to  their 
prognostic  value. 

Late  in  the  night  of  the  24th  of  March,  a  boy  of  six  summers, 
with  good  constitution,  was  brought  into  the  children's  hospital 
(Allopathic)  of  this  place  with  croui>. 

The  boy  was  restless,  with  his  head  thrown  backward,  aa<l 
evidently  in  great  fear;  his  hands  were  constantly  busy  at  his 
throat,  and  his  voice  was  weak,  almost  imperceptible — yet  rough 
and  hoarse.     The  cough  was  very  characteristic.     The  respira- 
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tion  was  difficult,  with  all  the  respiratory  muscles  in  "hard 
labor."  There  were  thirty  respirations  per  minute,  anil  the 
ala^  nasi  were  in  continuous  motion.  The  epigastric  region 
was  docp  and  remained  sunken  during  respiration.  The  face 
was  pufty  and  cyanotic.  The  temperature  waR  40°  a.  with  the 
exception  of  the  extremities,  and  tliey  were  rather  cold. 
Thirst  was  great,  and  swallowing  caused  decided  pain.  Upon 
further  examination,  the  palato  glossi  ami  palato  pharyngei 
as  well  as  both  tonsils  were  found  inflamed  ;  a  croupous  mem- 
brane was  found  upon  the  walls  of  the  pharynx,  extending 
(town  u  far  as  the  eye  could  see;  a  similar  memhrane  was  diag- 
nosticated in  the  larynx,  the  symptoms  present  fully  justifying 
such  diagnosis. 

The  cough  was  excited  to  quite  a  paroxysm  after  cvory 
■mriii  examination,  and  then  the  veins  of  the  forehead  were 
much  enlarged,  whUe  those  of  the  neck  presented  the  appear- 
ance of  so  many  cords. 

Now,  as  the  diseased  process  was  localized  in  the  pharynx 
and  larynx,  with  no  sufficient  reason  for  believing  that  the  per- 
v..)  1..1]  nation  would  extend  downward,  and  finally  into  the  finer 
bronchi;  and,  as  the  general  integument  was  not  yet  asphyxi- 
ated, with  a  tolerahly  fair  pulse  present,  and  agony  not  yet  in 
appearance;  and,  furthermore,  as  tracheotomy — on  account 
of  the  severity  of  the  symptoms — was  considered  the  last 
resort;  the  operation  was  decided  upon  and  the  patient  accord- 
ingly received  (he  benefit  of  any  doubts  that  might  yet  remain. 
After  tins  operation,  a  double  canula  was  introduced  into  the 
wound,  and  the  air  in  the  room  was  kept  moist.  The  observa- 
tion has  been  made  in  this  hospital,  that  only  those  cases  of 
oroop  recovered,  (and  they  are  not  legion),  that  were  treated 
snth  cold  applications  to  the  nock;  accordingly,  rubber  bags, 
of  finely  pounded  ice,  woe  applied. 

2,'nli.  On   this  day  1  he  pulse  was  very  fast  and   weak.     Tin. 

.i.iie  38J°  u.,  increasing  toward  evening.     The  cough 

was  perceptibly  beneficial,  for  with  the  tough  phlegm,  portions 

of  tin-  membrane  came  away     The   restlessness  was  somewhat 

'he  patient   preferred  sitting  up  in  bed,  his  arms  sup- 
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porting  his  trunk,  thereby  giving  his  respiratory  muscles 
easier  play.  This  position  the  patient  decidedly  preferred 
toward  evening.    The  patient  passed  a  good  night 

26th.  This  day  the  patient  was  somewhat  worse.  The 
quantity  of  phlegm  and  membranes  in  the  process  of  expulsion 
grew  less,  and  in  the  evening  ceased  altogether.  In  the  night 
the  temperature  increased  to  40t°  r.  The  breathing  now  be 
came  very  laborious,  and  finally  a  suffocative  attack  appeared 
with  a  violent  paroxysm  of  cough,  which  brought  forth  *  num- 
ber of  patches  of  membrane,  after  the  expulsion  of  which,  the 
patient  was  somewhat  easier;  but  only  momentarily.  Under 
other  circumstances,  this  phenomenon  would  have  given  suffi- 
cient cause  to  hope  for  the  better.  If  we  review  the  etiology 
of  this  appearance,  we  shall  be  lead  to  quite  a  different  view 
than  we  would  otherwise  when  ignorant  of  the  patho. 
logical  alteration.  The  high  temperature  preceded  a  new 
exudation.  This  exudation  becoming  fast  consistent,  mechani- 
cally raised  that  which  was  remaining  from  the  first  membrane. 
Now,  the  oedema  of  the  mucous  membrane,  the  re-formation  of 
a  new  croup  membrane,  together  with  the  remnants  of  the  old, 
caused  such  a  stenosis  and  irritation  of  the  air  passage,  that — 
the  boy  being  yet  quit*  strong — a  violent  attack  of  cough  befell 
the  patient  and  expelled  much  that  was  yet  left  of  the  first 
membrane ;  its  connection  with  the  new  one  being  less  strong 
than  that  of  the  new  one  with  the  underlying  mucous  mem- 
brane. 

27th.  All  symptoms  worse  this  day.  The  wound  was  covered 
with  a  well  formed  croupous  membrane.  The  neighborhood  of 
the  wound  was  oedematous  and  the  borders  were  inflamed  and 
angry  looking ;  this  latter  fact  was  can  Bed  by  the  imperfect 
oxydation  that  had,  by  this  time,  been  going  on  for  some  days, 
therefore  preventing  the  constitution  from  progressing  in  its 
reparatory  process.  An  attempt  at  expelling  the  new  formation 
was  made  during  the  day;  however  this  ceased  toward  even- 
ing. The  diseased  process  was  found  extending  downward 
rapidly,  and  an  auscultation,  late  in  the  evening,  proved  it  to 
have  taken  place  to  a  dangerous  extent,  for  it  had  attacked  tbe 
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finer  bronchi.  The  temperature  now  increased  to  41,  and 
with  it  the  restlessness  kept  pace.  The  cyanotic  appearance 
became  worse  from  hour  to  hoar.  Oxydation  was  now  fast 
becoming  too  deficient  to  sustain  life.  Death  occurred  early 
next  morning  at  two  o'clock. 

The  post  mortem  confirmed  the  diagnosis.  The  membranes 
could  be  taken  ont  of  the  common  sized  branches  in  the  form 
of  tabes.  Some  of  the  finer  ones  were  completely  "  plugged." 
In  cutting  into  the  lung  no  collapse  took  place,  for  the  process 
wan  going  downwardly  so  rapidly  that  the  air  which  then  was 
in  the  lungs  was  cut  off  and  imprisoned. 

Some  of  the  symptoms  of  this  disease  are  useful  aids  in  mak- 
ing a  prognosis,  others  are  not.  Of  the  latter  is  the  pulse. 
After  an  operation  the  pulse  is  always  of  such  a  nature  as 
would,  under  other  circumstances,  give  cause  to  fear  for  a  good 
result.  ±\  lerience  proves  this  to  be  a  fact.  The  pulse  is  there- 
fore not  to  be  relied  upon  as  an  auxiliary  in  making  a  diag- 
nosis. 

Otherwise,  it  is  with  the  temperature,  this  is  of  great 
importance.  When  this  increases  to  even  40  a.,  a  new  exuda- 
tion can  always  be  relied  upon,  and  then  it  forms  very  rapidly. 
This  fact  shapes  the  therapeutics,  and  for  this  reason,  quinine  is 
given  here. 

The  cough  is  favorable  when  moist  and  expulsion  of  the 
croup  membrane  takes  place. 

The  change  of  voice  is  not  so  much  the  result  of  the  new 
formation  as  of  the  great  swelling  of  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  vocal  apparatus,  which  often  takes  place  to  a  wonderful 
extent.  A  catarrhal  inflammation  can  so  alter  the  voice,  and 
make  it  so  simulate  a  croupous  voice,  and  the  cough  produced 
by  such  an  inflammation  may  be  so  very  like  a  croupous  cough, 
especially  when  this  inflammation  appears  suddenly,  as  it  often 
does — that  it  might(?)  be  excusable  to  diagnose  croup  when 
there  is  no  croup  at  all.  In  this  is  to  be  found  the  wherefore, 
that  so  many  cases  of  "  genuine  croup"  have  been  cured  so  suc- 
cessfully and  in  such  a  short  time. 
Vienna,  May  3d,  1869. 
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BY   8.    H.   WILiABD, 


This  affection,  is  an  enlargement  of  the"  nose  produced 
by  excessive  distention  of  the  sebaceous  follicles,  and  resem- 
bling in  some  respects,  that  hypertrophy  of  the  cellular 
tissue,  found  in  Elephantiasis.  The  growth  being  not  malig- 
nant, neither  accompanied  by  any  pain.  It  is  inconvenient,  by 
its  large  size  and  the  observation  it  attracts  when  the  person  is 
in  public.  It  is  not  a  common  disease,  but  among  all  the  cases 
I  have  seen,  it  occurs  in  those  persons  who  either  are,  or  have 
been  addicted  to  the  useof  ardent  spirits  or  snuff.  An  unsightly 
appearance  as  this  creates,  it  may  be  accompanied  with  the 
reflection  that  genorally,  if  operated  on,  it  will  grow  larger,  or 
some  other  misfortune  will  take  the  place  of  this  affliction,  and 
hence  it  is  generally  left  alone,  the  wearer  carrying  the  evi- 
dence of  his  former  habits  with  him  to  the  grave. 

Excision  will  generally  remove  this  unsightly  growth,  care 
being  taken  that  the  cartilages  are  not  injured  nor  too  much 
structure  taken  away.    A  recent  case  will  illustrate  it  better: 

Mr.  A.,  aged  sixty,  occupation  machinist,  native  Scotland, 
of  a  full  plethoric  habit.  In  former  years  led  a  very  active 
life,  and  at  the  same  time  drank  large  quantities  of  strong 
liquors,  at  the  same  time  took  snuff.  The  nose  began  to  grow 
large  about  twenty  years  ago,  and  has  constantly  increased  in 
size.  About  five  years  ago  a  physician  tried  to  remove  the 
hypertrophiod  growth  by  means  of  ligature,  but  failed.  He 
succeeded,  however,  in  taking  away  part  of  the  nasal  cartilage 
on  either  side,  thus  making  the  deformity  still  greater. 

The  patient  applied  to  me  for  the  removal  of  the  Lipoma,  aa 
it  was  very  large  and  excited  so  much  observation  and  comment 
as  to  embarrass  the  owner  whenever  he  made  big  appearance  in 
public.  The  nose  was  one  inch  and  a  half  in  a  horizontal  direc- 
tion and  so  irregular  other  ways,  that  it  is  useless  to  describe  it. 
I  first  made  a  plaster  of  Paris  impression  of  the  nose,  and  then, 
from  this  impression,  made  easts  of  putty;  on  these  1  operated, 
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making  the  cats,  and  paring  off  the  superfluous  structure  until 
I  could,  with  a  great  deal  of  accuracy,  tell  the  amount  necessary 
to  be  taken  from  the  nose  so  as  to  resemble  its  original  size 
Having  become  familiar  with  this  modelling  process,  with  the  ■ 
assistance  of  Dr.  J.  S.  Bead  and  Mr.  Dill,  and  without  using  any 
anesthetic,  the  operation  was  performed  by  cutting  off  the 
growth  with  a  sharp  knife.  The  structure  was  of  a  firm  char- 
acter and  highly  vascular,  but  the  hemorrhage  was  controlled 
by  compressing  the  nose  above  the  growth.  The  sebaceous  folli- 
cles were  so  large  as  to  admit  the  point  of  my  little  finger,  and 
filled  with  sebaceous  matter.  After  pairing  and  cutting  away 
the  Lipoma  untill  the  nose  was  as  near  the  natural  size  as  I 
could  imagine,  caustic  was  applied  to  stop  the  bleeding,  and  also 
to  smooth  the  parts  left  rough  by  the  knife.  Patent  lint,  com- 
pressed on  either  side  of  the  nostrils,  retained  in  place  by 
adhesive  plaster,  completed  the  dressings.  Not  much  pain  was 
felt  after  the  operation.  On  the  third  day  the  dressings  were 
removed  and  the  nose  has  healed  perfectly.  At  present  it  gives 
no  sign  of  revived  growth. 


OPA  CITY  OF  THE  LEFT  CORNEA,  RELIEVED  BY  OPERA  TING. 


BY   DR.   C.    BAELZ. 


A  young  man  twenty-four  years  old  presented  himself  for 
relief  from  total  blindness  of  left  eye.  He  had  been  under 
treatment  for  four  months  with  three  different  specialists  for 
eye  disease,  each  of  whom  pronounced  the  eye  lost.  Patient 
was  a  laboring  man  in  a  rolling  mill.  A  piece  of  iron  struck 
him  on  the  snpercilliary  region  causing  a  flesh  wound  at  the 
time  and  blindness  of  the  left  eye. 

On  examination  I  found  the  ball  of  the  eye  full,  sclerotic  and 
conjunctiva  free  from  inflammation.  Cornea  opaque,  of  a  dirty 
brownish  color,  impenetrable  to  light ;  thinks  he  can  distinguish 
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gas  or  strong  sunlight.  He  has  no  pain.  After  considerable 
manipulations  without  coming  to  any  satisfactory  conclusion,  I 
moved  his  head  slowly  down  upon  his  right  shoulder  and  up 
again,  observing  at  the  same  time  the  cornea  closely  with  a  con- 
vex gloss.  I  then  found  that  about  a  line  of  the  upper  corneal 
margin  was  clear,  and  below  that  there  existed  the  opacity 
which  latterly  moved  in  the  clear  aqueous  humor  seeking 
always  its  own  level  with  the  movement  of  the  head.  This 
decided  the  diagnosis  an  effusion  of  blood  into  the  anterior 
chamber  mingling  with  the  aqueous  humor  dilating  and  proba- 
bly decomposing  the  blood  which  made  the  cornea  impervious  to 
light.  Since  the  absorption  of  the  blood  began,  which  caused 
the  clearness  of  the  aqueous  humor  on  the  upper  corneal  margin 
he  had  more  perception  of  light.  This  would,  in  course  of  time, 
have  cleared  the  whole  cornea. 

Here  was  a  good  opportunity  for  performing  a  wonderful 
transformation  with  a  small  operation.  A  puncture  into  the 
lower  corneal  margin  discharged  at  once  all  the  impure  aqueous 
humor  and  restored  the  stimulus  to  the  retina  again,  which  had 
been  lost  for  some  time. 


FBACTUBBS  OF  THE  SKULL. 


BY  WM.  TOD  HELMUT!!,  M.  D. 


Those  cases  are  recorded  to  show  to  what  extent  the  system 
can  be  injured  and  yet  recover : 

Case  I. — James  Mc  A,  a  slater  by  trade,  while  performing  his 
avocation  on  the  roof  of  a  three  Story  brick  house,  lost  his  bal 
ance  and  was  precipitated  head  foremost  into  the  street  below. 
He  struck  upon  a  pile  of  paving  stones  with  the  ritfht  side  oi 
his  head  and  lay  for  a  time  insensible.  I  was  in  the  neighbor- 
hood at  the  time  and  was  called  to  the  accident.  I  found  him 
bleeding  most  profusely  from  an  extensive  head  wound,  which 
beginning  at  the  temporal  ridge,  extended  dnwinvani  and  forward 
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to  the  right  eye,  thence  across  the  eye  lid  to  the  internal  can. 
thus.  The  npper  part  of  the  eye  ball  with  the  insertion  of  the 
trochlear  muscle  were  distinctly  visible.  The  flesh  was  rolled 
up  and  the  wonnd  filled  with  dirt.  The  bleeding  was  very  pro* 
fnso,  and  therefore  I  was  obliged  to  ligate  the  anterior  and 
middle  temporal  arteries  in  the  Btreet  where  he  was  lying,  and 
having  extemporized  a  stretcher,  I  sent  him  to  the  Good  Sa- 
maritan Hospital. 

"Here  we  found  him  gashed  and  gory,"  and  upon  cleansing  the 
wonnd  and  carefully  inserting  the  finger,  several  pieces  of  loose 
bone,  (one  an  inch  square),  was  detected  and  taken  away.  The 
larger  one  forming  a  part  of  the  outer  rim  of  the  orbit,  and  a 
part  of  the  base  of  the  zygoma.  The  wound  was  brought 
together  with  silver  sutures  and  the  other  injuries  examined. 
There  woe  a  Colle's  fracture  of  the  left  arm,  which  was  dressed 
with  a  carved  splint  made  for  the  purpose;  not  so  perfect,  by 
the  way,  as  Bond's  apparatus,  but  sufficiently  good  to  make  an 
excellent  cure.  A  dislocation  of  the  right  elbow  joint,  (ole- 
cranon upwards)  was  then  reduced,  and  a  most  severe  contusion 
of  the  right  knee  carefully  bandaged.  Arnica  3  was  given 
internally  and  the  patient,  much  exhausted  front  his  sufferings, 
allowed  to  rest.  Fever,  delirium,  coma,  etc.,  set  in,  which 
were  controlled  by  aconite  for  the  first  days,  and  opium  there- 
after. Slowly  the  young  man  recovered  from  hiB  injuries,  and 
a  good  constitution  carried  him  through. 

Cask  II. — Fbactuse  of  the  Skull,  Compression,  Elevation 
or  the  Bone,  Rbcoveby. — An  orphan  boy,  about  five  years  of 
age,  was  leaning  from  the  third  story  window  of  the  school, 
when  he  fell  forward  to  the  ground,  striking  his  head  upon  the 
ground.  He  was  perfectly  insensible,  and  was  brought  a  dis- 
tance of  fivo  miles  to  the  hospital.  "Vf  lien  I  saw  him  about  six 
hoars  after  the  injury,  I  found  him  totally  deprived  of  conscious- 
ness or  sensation,  his  urine  had  passed  involuntarily,  the  pulse 
was  hard,  full  and  slow,  the  mouth  drawn  to  one  side,  and 
other  symptoms  of  on  alarming  character.  Upon  examining 
the  wonnd  I  found  a  depression  in  the  skull  on  the  right  Bide, 
caused  by  an  irregular  fracture  of  about  an  inch  and  a  quarter 
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in  length.  ThiB  waa,  with  a  little  difficulty,  raised  with  the 
elevator,  and  the  external  wound  allowed  to  remain  open.  Sis 
hours  after  there  was  a  slight  return  of  consciousness  indicated 
by  a  sensibility  to  pain.  He  was  given  arnica  6  every  two 
hours,  and  arnica  solution  applied  to  the  open  surface.  The 
next  day  he  was  improving,  and  the  wound  was  brought 
together.  He  has  recovered  fully,  and  now  is  playing  around 
the  hospital. 

These  cases,  both  of  which  happened  within  a  short  period, 
are  recorded  to  show,  what  degree  of  force  may  be  applied  to 
the  head  without  causing  death. 


Correspondence. 


LETTER  FROM  VIENNA. 


Editor  of  the  Western  Observer ; 

Many  thanks  for  the  Obser.veb.  Enclosed  please  find  an 
article,  "Myxosarcoma." 

Yesterday,  I  gleaned  the  following  from  one  of  the  principal 
daily  papers  here,  which  may  be  of  interest  to  you  for  your 
Observer  in  a  medical  point  of  view,  and  at  the  same  time 
shows  forth  pretty  clearly  the  moral  and  social  condition  of  the 
"Kaiser  Stadt,"  Vienna,  vis:  In  the  year  '68,  the  number  of 
legitimate  births  was  12,513,  of  those  there  were  6,471  boyB  and 
6.042  girls.  The  number  of  illegitimate  births  was  12,435,  of 
these  there  were  6,250  boys  and  6,185  girls;  accordingly  there 
were  only  78  legitimate  births  over  and  above  those  of  illegiti- 
mate origin. 

Of  the  above  numbers  there  were  408  cases  of  twins  ;  legiti- 
mate, 77,  (both  boys),  104  (both  wiris),  and  81  (boy  and  girl); 
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illegitimate  80  (both  boys),  104  (both  girls)  and  61  (boy  and 
girl)- 

There  were  two  cases'  of  triplets,  one  all  boys,  the 
other,  two  boys  aod  one  girl.  Of  their  legitimacy,  nothing 
is  said. 

Excluded  from  the  above,  there  were  still-born  legiti- 
mate boys,  303;  girls,  226;  still-born  illegitimate  bOys,  330; 
girls,  263. 

In  my  letter  of  March  14,  '69,  you  will  find  I  have  not  men- 
tioned the  name  of  the  Professor  to  whom  this  occurred,  via : 
the  affair  of  the  sponge.  It  was  not  the  surgeon  who  was  named 
in  your  June  and  July  number  of  the  Obsseveb,  although  for 
a  while  here  reported.  The  ovariotomy  was  made  here,  how- 
ever, a  sponge  remained  in  the  abdominal  cavity  and  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  case  was  given  by  the  operator  in  one  of  the  medical 
papers  of  Vienna.  If  you  wish  the  two  numbers  I  can  send 
them  to  yon.  At  the  time  of  my  writing,  (May  14,  '69),  I  -knew 
full  well,  and  positively  bo,  that  the  surgeon  whose  name  was 
mentioned  in  the  Obbxbteb  was  not  the  one  to  whom  this  affair 
had  occurred,  nor  did  I  intend  to  convey  the  idea  that  he  was 
the  person  in  question.  Your  friend, 

A.  E.  Rixss. 
Vienna,  July  4(A,  '69. 

P.  8.— Day  before  yesterday  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  extir- 
pate part  of  a  tumor,  interfering  with  breathing,  situated  in  the 
post  lateral  wall  of  the  pharynx,  on  a  level  with  and  adjoining 
(touching)  the  left  arytenoid  cartllege.  K. 


AN  INTERVIEW  WITH  PROF.   WM.  HENDERSON. 


BdHor  of  the  "Western  Homeopathic  Observer:" 

A  line  from  this  far  famed  city  of  Caledonia  may  not  prove 
quite  uninteresting  to  you,  especially  as  you  have  not  visited  it 
yourself  in  your  late  trip  across  the  waters.*  Without  detaining 
yon  with  a  description  of  Edinburgh,  or  rather  "Bdinboro,"  aa 


272 


Correspondence 


it  is  here  called,  with  its  Castle,  and  Princess  Gardens,  and 
Holyrood  Palace ;  its  magnificent  streets,  wide,  and  lined  with 
stately  five  and  six  story  high  mansions;  its  museums  and  art 
galleries,  and  above  all  else  its  charming  environs.  I  wiil  give 
yon  a  few  words  about  Prof.  Wm.  Henderson,  Professor  of 
Medicine  and  General  Pathology  in  the  University  of  Bdinburg. 
I  have  jnst  returned  from  a  most  pleasant  interview  with  him, 
and  while  our  conversation  is  still  vivid  beforo  me  I  will  give 
you  a  synopsis  of  it. 

Dr.  Wm.  Henderson  ib  fifty-nine  years  of  age,  tall,  dignified, 
slow  of  utterance,  but  decided  in  all  he  says.  "  Tour  American 
remedies,  or  rather  the  new  ones,  have  not  mot  my  expecta- 
tions, nor  give  me  the  symptoms  spoken  of  in  Halo's  book,' 
was  one  of  the  Profesaor's  first  words  when  he  learned  that  I 
hailed  from  the  United  States.  "  In  very  many  cases  I  had  to 
discard  thorn  after  a  most  faithful  trial.  And,  by  the  by,  how 
about  the  action  of  your  collego  and  society  in  reference  to  Dr. 
Hale?"  I  told  the  Professor  that  the  Doctor's  ritual  expulsion 
did  not  commend  itself  to  the  profession  at  large,  but  that  we 
held  that  the  dose  ought  never  to  be  made  the  criterion  of  a 
man's  orthodoxy.  "  Right,  my  dear  Sir,  it  is  the  principle  and 
the  principle  only.  We  have  in  some  instances  to  give  large 
doses.  I  have  repeatedly  tried  the  first  attenuation  of  Pot- 
tassae  Iod.  in  syphilis,  and  for  weeks  could  not  perceive  the 
slightest  effect.  Then  I  gave  it  pure  and  in  appreciable  doses, 
and  effected  a  cure.  Dr.  Hughes'  experience  is  the  same  as 
mine."  Speaking  of  Homceopathy  in  Great  Britain,  he  re- 
marked :  "  We  have  had  hot  times  here  with  Drs.  Forbes  and 
Simpson  and  others;  but  that  is  all  passed  now.  .  We  have  half 
a  dozen  good  practitioners  of  our  school  here  and  are  progress- 
ing. I  have  practiced  it  now  for  twenty-five  years,  but  owing 
to  my  state  of  health,  I  have  in  a  great  measure  retired  from 
general  practice.  Yesterday  I  sent  in  my  resignation  of  my 
Chair  of  General  Pathology,  as  I  cannot,  in  my  present  state 
of  health,  attend  to  its  duties.  It  is  hard,  sir,  when  a  man  is 
in   his   prime,   to  retire ;  it  is  a  great   wrench,  sir,  a  groat 

•The  Doctor  is  in  error;  TiLirt  mo»lpieM»ntraoolleotioniOf -Kdlnborolown."— Eo. 
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wrench.  For  twenty-sevon  years  I  have  held  the  Chair,  and 
am  the  fifth  in  seniority,  now  living,  in  the  University."  The 
Professor  is  fifty-nine  yean  of  age,  hence  was  only  twenty-two 
when  he  received  this  responsible  position.  In  farther  conver- 
sation I  learned  that  he  retired  on  37-GOths  of  his  foil  salary,  or 
about  three  hundred  pounds  a  year  for  life.  The  classes  never 
diminished  on  acoonnt  of  his  adherenoe  to  Hahnemann's  great 
law,  he  assured  me,  but  many  students  studied  and  embraced 
Homoeopathy.  "Your  country  has  done  mnoh  for  Homoeo- 
pathy ;  its  progress  is  wonderful,  wonderful." 

After  some  general  remarks  I  took  my  leave,  glad  that  I  had 
an  opportunity  to  see  and  converse  with  a  gentleman  who 
stands  first  in  the  ranks  of  oar  school  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
Daring  my  stay  in  Europe,  yon  may  expect  to  hear  from  me 
occasionally,  and  I  trust  to  receive  the  Obsirvsb,  regularly. 
Yours  most  truly, 
Edinbvrg,  July  3d,  1869.  M.  Hater  Kakix. 

Western  Homceopathic   Observer. 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO.,  SEPTEMBER,  1869. 
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Washington  Avanuo. 


Editorial. 


THE  8T.  LOUIS   COLLEGE   OF  HOMEOPATHIC  VHY8IGIAJX8 
AND  BUEGB0N8. 

This  institution,  of  which  we  chronicle  the  advent,  we  trust 
will  prove  a  success.  The  efforts  of  the  Faculty  and  Board  of 
Trustees  have  been  to  secure  for  it  a  permanent  foundation, 
thereon  to  build  a  superstructure,  which  will  be  enduring.  It 
has  been  organized  for  the  purpose  of  qualifying  young  men 
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for  the  practice  of  Homoeopathic  Medicine  and  Surgery,  and 
the  coarse  of  lectures  will,  no  doabt,  he  as  complete  as  earnest 
men  can  make  it. 

There  are  some  peculiarities  in  the  course  of  instruction, 
which  we  consider  superior  to  the  older  methods  of  teaching, 
viz;  The  manner  in  which  one  chair  endeavors  to  keep  pace 
with  the  teachings  of  another.  The  anatomist  lectures  on  the 
head,  the  surgeon  on  tho  operation  belonging  thereto,  the  physi- 
ologist teaches  the  functions  of  the  brain,  the  professor  of 
practice,  tho  diseases  thereof,  the  pathologist  its  abnormal  con- 
ditions, etc.,  ete.  Much  time,  much  repetition  ia  thus  saved: 
but  above  all,  the  impressions  made  upon  the  mind  are 
strengthened,  and  to  the  new  student  this  is  a  matter  of  im- 
portance. Another  item  which  is  of  great  importance  is 
found  in  the  fact,  that  the  Good  Samaritan  Hospital  is  under 
the  medical  charge  of  the  Professors  of  Clinical  Medicine,  Prac- 
tice, Obstetrics  and  Surgery,  and  therefore  the  students  will 
expect,  and  will  necessarily  receive  an  amount  of  clinical 
instruction,  which  is  of  itself,  of  vast  importance.  Here  physi- 
cal diagnosis,  chemical  examination  of  urine,  the  semeiotics  of 
disease  and  practical  therapeutics  will  be  taught.  Here  the 
truth  of  assertions  made  in  the  lecture  room  will  be  tested;  here 
the  symptoms  calling  for  the  administration  of  medicines  will 
be  noted  and  the  action  of  such  medicine  observed.  Here  the 
various  operations  in  surgery  will  be  performed  before  the  class 
and  the  action  of  homoeopathic  medicine  in  surgical  diseases  be 
carefully  delineated. 

Besides  this  the  diploma  of  this  hospital  is  to  be  an  official 
document  of  no  small  value,  while  the  diploma  of  the  College, 
being  in  the  English  language,  can  be  read  and  appreciated 
by  all  who  not  only  hold  it,  but  who  look  at  it. 

The  English  diploma  we  regard  as  a  step  belonging  to  the 
ago  in  which  we  live.  Take  all  the  professors  in  all  the  colleges 
of  the  country  of  to-day,  and  how  many  can  read  the  Latin 
with  sufficient  fluency  to  construct  a  diploma?  We  care 
not  about  the  A.  B,  and  the  A.  M.  We  care  not  about 
the  diplomas    of   Belles    Lettres   from  Yalo,    or   from    Har- 
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vard,  or  from  anywhere  else.     Take  the  man  who,  ten  years 

ago,  took  the  first  honors  of  his  class  and'delivered  a  Greek 

salutatory ;  or  he  who  was  valedictorian  a  dozen  years  since. 

and  request  a  diploma  in  the  Latin  tongue,  and  how  many? — 

how  many?  we  ask  in  truth,  can  write  a  connected   one?    If 

there  are  so  few  who  can  write  the  Roman,  there   are  fewer 

still  who  can  read  the  same.     We  do  not  refer  to  snch  phrases 

as  "verbum  sap ;"  "non  est ;"   " montes partvriimt"  or  "■azperien.- 

tia    docet,"  or,  "S  pluribus   unum,"  no,  nor  even  to  the   first 

lines  of  Csjsar,  or  half  an  ode  from  Horace ;  but  who  can  take 

up  a  moderately  difficult  Latin  text  and  read  it  with  a  medium 

fluency.    If  this  be  true  of  the  profession,  it  is  still  truer  of  the 

aiaaaeB  of  the  people.    Every  body  knows   it  to  be  a  fact. 

Therefore,  in  consideration  of  these  trneisms,  we  are  in  favor  of 

the  "  English  Diploma,"  and  from  what  we  can  learn  it  will  be 

made   as  difficult  to  secure  as   the  old  fashioned  "  Omnes  ad 

quos"  etc 

The  announcements  of  the  College  are  now  in  circulation,  and 
can  be  procured  by  application  to  the  publisher  of  this  Journal. 
Success  to  the  St.  LouiB  College  of  Homoeopathic  PhyBicians  and 
Surgeons  I 


MEDICAL  BOTANY  AND  PSABMAOOLOGT. 


We  observe  with  pleasure  that  Dr.  Hale  has  established  this 
new  chair  of  instruction.  It  boars  directly  on  the  chair  of 
Materia  Medica,  with  which  he  is  so  thoroughly  at  home,  and 
will  prove  very  advantageous  to  the  student. 

"  l)r.  Hale  is  an  old  professor  in  a  new  chair.  His  past  services 
in  the  chair  of  Materia  Medica,  as  well  as  his  contributions  to 
the  literature  of  that  department  of  medical  science,  have  made 
his  name  widely  known.    An  original  observer  and  lecturer, 
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his  theories  and  peculiar  method  have  naturally  excited  some 
opposition,  bat  the  Board  of  Trustees  are  convinced  that  the 
services  of  such  a  man  should  not  be  lost  to  the  College,  and  are 
happy  to  announce  that  all  differences  in  the  Faculty  have  been 
harmonised,  and  that  the  chair  of  Medical  Botany  and  Pharma- 
cology has  been  expressly  erected,  in  accordance  with  bis 
wishes,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  Prof.  Hale's  talents  availa- 
ble. It  will  be  illustrated  by  means  of  a  large  collection  of 
Pharmaceutical  preparations  and  an  extensive  Herbarium." — 
Tenth  Annual  Announcement  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  1869. 


"We  have  received  from  our  esteemed  friend,  Dr.  Shipment,  of 
Chicago,  the  following  circular,  which  we  print  in  full : 

Chicago,  Jumjh  X,  1869. 
Dear  Sir: 

The  translation  of  Von  Grauvogl's  Lehrbueh  der  Homoeo- 
pathic, which  was  committed  to  mo  by  the  author,  has  just  been 
completed,  and  when  it  has  been  subjected  to  the  inspection  of 
the  author,  will  be  ready  for  the  press.  Unhappily,  no  publisher 
can  be  found  who  wishes  to  undertake  a  work  of  such  magni- 
tude, and  the  undersigned  finds  himself,  therefore,  constrained 
to  inquire  of  the  Homoeopathic  profession  if  they  wish  to  have 
the  work  published,  and  if  they  will  signify  the  same  by  their 
subscription.  The  work  will  be  a  volume  of  about  750  pages ; 
will  be  printed  and  bound  in  a  manner  creditable  to  the  cause 
which  it  advocates,  and  will  be  delivered  to  subscribers,  free  of 
cost,  at  $6  per  copy,  bound  in  best  English  Muslin ;  $7,  Morocco 
back  and  corners,  with  English  Muslin  Bides.  If  an  early 
response  is  made  to  this  note,  the  work  will  be  issued  sometime 
about  November  1st 

To  the  opinions  of  various  members  of  our  profession  I  will 
venture  to  add  my  own,  that  this  work  of  v.  Grauvogi's  is  the 
best  refutation  of  Allopathy,  and  the  best  defence  of  Homceo- 
pathy  which  has  been  as  yet  published.  It  rests  with  the 
profession  to  say  whether  it  shall  appear  in  our  own  language. 
Respectfully  yours, 

Qma.  B.  Shifmas, 
292  Weft  Randolph  st.,  Chicago,  III. 
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G.  H.  Mobbiia.  H.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Editor. 

We  are  pleased  to  acknowledge  the  reception  of  a  bust  of  Hahnemann. 
It  is  &  copy  of  one  by  Schubert,  of  Dessau,  which  was  made  after  the 
last  oil  painting  of  the  illustrious  Father  of  our  school,  in  possession  of 
Mrs.  Dr.  Woosderf,  of  Coethen.  As  far  as  we  can  judge,  this,  therefore, 
is  sua  excellent  representation  of  the  master, 

Rrmoyai,. — Dr.  Thompson  has  removed  from  Humboldt,  Has.,  to 
Springfield,  Ho. 

The  St  Louis  College  of  Homeopathic  Physicians  and  Burgeons  will 
commence  its  first  regular  course  of  lectures.  Out.  10th. 

Rev.  Dr.  Kramer,  Sector  of  the  Episcopal  church  at  Summit,  was 
suddenly  afflicted  with  blindness,  while  officiating  in  Dr.  Tyng's  church, 
New  York  City. 

By  the  Laneet,  Dr.  Thompson  informs  us,  that  since  he  commenced 
using  the  warm  baths  in  scarlet  fever,  some  fifteen  years  ago,  he  has 
never  lost  a  case  from  this  disease. 

At  the  asylum  at  Molokai  there  are  under  treatment,  two  hundred  and 
eighty-four  lepers.  There  being  no  relief  for  this  disease,  the  patients 
will  remain  here  until  their  death,  which  often  times  does  not  take  place 
for  years.  The  asylum  is  under  the  charge  of  the  government,  and  the 
patients  receive  the  best  of  treatment  "  free  of  charge." 

R.  O.  Valentine,  H.  D..  of  Henderson,  Ky.,  after  practicing  under  the 
Old  School  system  for  eight  years,  has  become  a  convert  to  Homoeo- 
pathy. 

A  large  Hommopathic  hospital  is  to  be  established  in  Farnbuli  Canton, 
Luzera,  Switzerland. 

Petroleum. — From  the  Portland  Star  we  learn  that  excellent  cham- 
pagne is  now  made  from  petroleum.  A  Cincinnati  paper  also  informs  us 
that  it  is  extensively  used  in  the  fatting  of  swine.     What  next  ? 

The  Pope  has  forbidden  the  physicians  of  Paris  continuing  their 
attendance  upon  patients  who,  after  three  days'  dangerous  illness,  still 
refu-e  to  confess. 

Oil  of  Sassafras.— Recent  experiments  have  shown  that  a  few  drops 
of  the  oil  placed  on  the  end  of  a  cigar,  or  on  the  tobacco  in  a  pipe,  will 
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completely  antidote  the  disagreeable  influence  of  nicotine.    It  is  also  a 
valuable  agent  in  destroying  the  poison  of  insects  and  reptiles. 

Mutilation. — A  young  man  was  lately  admitted  to  Guy's  Hospital  on 
account  of  wounds  received  at  the  hands  of  his  wife.  It  seems  that  she 
grasped  the  genitals  with  one  hand,  and  with  the  other  made  a  cut  from 
above  the  symphysis  pubis  downward  into  the  perineum,  sweeping  close 
to  the  anus,  and  upwards  again  to  the  point  at  which  it  commenced* 
The  whole  skin  thus  included  was  removed  by  traction,  together  with  one 
of  the  testicles.  The  penis  and  remaining  testicle  were  thus  entirely 
denuded,  although  otherwise  uninjured.  What  will  be  the  state  of  the 
parts  after  the  process  of  granulation  and  cicatrization,  remains  to 
be  seen. 

Fracture  of  Both  Forearms  in  a  Child. — At  a  meeting  of  the 
Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  at  St.  Louis,  Dr.  Franklin  related  a  case 
of  fracture  of  both  forearms  in  a  child  tea  years  of  age.  The  fracture 
was  caused  by  falling  from  a  shed  and  striking  upon  the  hands,  the  bones 
being  broken  about  an  inch  above  the  wrist  joint.  The  fracture  of  the 
left  arm  being  simple  and  that  of  the  right  compound. 

After  the  reduction  of  the  fractures  the  left  arm  was  placed  in  Bond's 
splint  and  the  right  in  splints  extemporized  after  the  manner  of  Hays'. 
The  treatment  was  entirely  successful,  the  patient  recovering  with  the 
full  use  of  his  limbs,  although  at  present  there  is  slight  stiffness,  the 
provisional  callus  not  being  entirely  absorbed. 

Dr.  F.  remarked  that  this  was  the  third  case  of  the  kind  upon  record, 
which  makes  it  doubly  interesting. 

The  State  of  New  York  has  appropriated  $13,700  to  the   different 
Homoeopathic  dispensaries  in  the  State. 

Every  railroad  train  in  Sweden  is  supplied  with  a  medical  staff,  in 
order  that  every  attention  may  be  paid  to  the  wants  of  the  wounded  in 
case  of  accident.  Is  not  such  an  arrangement  needed  in  this  country  at 
the  present  time  ? 

The  Bicarbonate  of  Soda  has  been  proven  to  be  the  best  solvent  of 
false  membrane,  producing  perfect  solution  in  three  hours.    Every  one 
should  make  a  note  of  this,  as  it  is  of  great  importance  in  the  treatment 
of  croup  and  diphtheria. 

Abortion. — Abortion  is  fast  depopulating  the  American  people  in  most 
of  the  New  England  States.  There  is  not  more  than  one  child  born 
where  there  were  some  four  or  five  thirty  years  ago.  Is  this  the  effect  of 
education  upon  the  people  ? 
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Fkkilb  PitAcrrnoBBBS  in  Bwim.- The  Swedish  Government  is 
about  to  establish  ft  Medical  College  ftt  Ootheriburg  where  ladies  of  bsvbo- 
teea  years  of  age,  may  receive  a  complete  course  of  study,  lasting  three 
years,  and  including  clinical  and  anatomical  lecture*.  A  diploma  will 
then  be  granted,  enabling  them  to  establish  themselves  as  physicians  in 
any  part  of  the  kingdom. 

Tbr  Phybtoloqy  OF  thh  OBHESEiXTnt— 8-  Weir  Mitchell,  M.  D., 
during  the  last  six  years  has  experimented  chiefly  upon  birds,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  physiology  of  the  cerebellum,  and  the  foundation  for  the 
following  opinions  rests  upon  experimental  and  other  proofs  peculiar  to 
his  own  personal  researches,  and  also  npon  a  wide  general  consideration 
and  stndy  of  the  clinical  history  of  cerebellar  disease.  The  experiments 
made  upon  the  cerebellum  have  extended  over  portions  of  at  least  six 
years.  Daring  tills  time  he  has  ablated  the  cerebellum  eighty-seven 
times,  and  performed  more  than  two  hundred  and  sixty  experiments  upon 
the  influence  of  irritants  on  this  and  adjoining  organs.  He  is  disposed 
to  deny  to  the  cerebellum  any  larger  share  in  co-ordination  than  exists  in 
any  ganglion  employed  in  voluntary  motion,  and  to  assign  to  it  a  part 
closely  relating  it  in  powers  to  the  chain  of  spinal  ganglia.  The  cerebel- 
lum becomes,  therefore,  a  great  re-inforcing  organ,  capable  of  being  more 
or  less  used  in  volitional  muscular  motion.  Its  loss  leaves  no  functional 
defect  save  some  incapacity  for  prolonged  motor  activity.  He  finally 
adds,  that  while  he  believes  the  cerebellum  to  be  one  of  the  great 
centres  of  force-development  for  voluntary,  and  perhaps  involuntary 
motion,  he  is  not  at  all  prepared  to  assume  that  it  hai  n>  othar  func- 
tion.— American  Jw*r.  Med.  Science. 

The  cool  weather  of  last  week  had  a*  marked  influence  on  the  mor- 
tality of  the  city.  The  lists  showing  a  decrease  of  about  seventy,  or 
nearly  one-third. 

A  woman  in  Michoacan,  Mexico,  recently  gave  birth  to  triplets,  ali 
boys,  one  black,  one  brown  and  one  white. 

Meubranus  Croup. — H.  E.  Spaulding,  H.  D.,  of  Hingham,  Mass., 
mentions  a  case  of  croup  where  the  inhalation  of  the  spray  of  Tinct. 
Ferri  Chloridi  immediately  relieved  the  difficult  breathing,  loosened 
the  cough,  and  seemed  to  soften  the  false  membrane,  so  that  it  was 
easily  thrown  off. 

The  twenty-third  session  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy 
will  be  held  at  Chicago  in  June  1870. 


A  CASE  OF  RECTAL  LLMMEORRHAGE. 

REPORTED  HT  J.  H.  NANKtVKLL,  KSq.,  YORK. 

George  D.,  aged  37,  received  a  ticket  of  admission  to  my  dispensary  on 
the  Bth  of  August  last.  He  informed  me  that  he  had  suffered  from  bleed- 
ing piles  nearly  three  years,  and  that  he  was  now  become  so  weak  that  he 
found  it  difficult  to  walk.    He  bad  been  so  faint  on  his  road  to  the  dis- 
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penury  tint  he  was  compelled  to  hold  oa  by  are*  rails  or  any  oilier  np- 

Krt  he  could  grasp  at  Hfa  face  ni  pale  and  death  like.  The  account 
gave  wa  that  esca  time  hit  bowels  were  relieved  the  pile*  came  down, 
and  that  then  he  always  "  quitted"  more  or  lea*  of  blood.  He  bad  taken 
medicines  for  a  long  tune  and  need  gall  ointment,  but  the  blood  wu  never 
staunched.     His  pulse  was  small  and  thready,  and  going  at  the  rate  of  110. 

It  occurred  to  me  that  this  was  a  case  In  which  sulphurous  acid  might 
be  useful,  and  I  injected  into  the  bowels  *  oz.  of  the  add  of  commerce, 
diluted  with  }  of  an  oz.  of  water.  Smart  pain  was  felt  tor  a  few  min- 
utes, and  the  man  went  to  his  home,  when  the  pain  returned  with  some 
severity  for  half  an  hour.  I  gave  no  medicine  internally  at  thie  time.  On 
the  12th  the  patient  returned  and  informed  me  that  "he  had  not  lost  a 
drop  of  blood  since  his  first  visit.  I  gave  sulphur  80,  one  doae  every 
night,  and  china  3,  a  dose  three  times  a  day.  On  the  loth  there  had  been 
no  return  of  bleeding.  The  radial  artery  gave  evidence  that  the  quantity 
of  blood  in  the  system  was  increasing.  The  pulse  had  fallen  to  85.  He 
was  directed  to  continue  the  medicine. 

29th.  No  bleeding,  but  has  brought  away  some  stuff  like  alime.  To 
take  arsenicum  8. 

Sept  2nd.  He  feels  nearly  well;  has  no  pain  or  discbarge  of  alime, 
neither  has  there  bees  any  descent  of  piles  since  the  first  and  only  injec- 
tion. He  was  supplied  with  hamauehs  o,  to  take  in  drop  doaea  for  a  few 
days,  and  then  to  take  feirum  chloridum  for  a  while  as  a  diet. 

9th.  He  has  returned  to  his  work  as  a  coach  builder,  and  is  in  good 
health,  or  in  his  own  phrase,  "  quite  better." 

Our  profession  is  much  indebted  to  Dre.  Dewar  and  Pullman  for  their 
pamphlets  on  the  use  of  sulphurous  acid.  I  hope  at  some  future  da;  to 
give  some  more  of  ray  experiences  in  the  use  of  this  valuable  agent. 
— Monthly  Homcsopa-TBIC  Rjjvtbw. 
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ALECTURE  ON  SOME  OF'THE  ESSENTIAL  PRELIMINARIES 
OF  THERAPEUTICS,  BEING  THE  SECOND  OF  A  COURSE 
DELIVERED  AT  THE  REQUEST  OF  THE  STUDENTS  AT- 
TENDING THE  SUMMER  COURSE  OF  LECTURES. 

BY  PROF.    WM.  TOD    HELMUTH. 

[Reported  by  A.  E.  Everett.) 

Gentlemen : 

When  the  functions  of  man  are  free  from  derangement,  the 
body  is  said  to  be  in  a  state  of  health.  The  human  family,  how- 
ever, is  so  encompassed  with  agents  of  deleterious  qualities,  so 
liable  to  disease  from  causes  both  internal  and  external — many 
of  which  are  unavoidable,  but  quite  as  many  within  its  own 
control — that  a  state  of  perfect  health  is  rather  an  exception 
than  a  rule ;  rather  a  passive  than  an  active  condition,  which 
few  are  able  to  describe  from  their  own  experience;  yet,  per- 
haps, of  all  earthly  objects  of  desire,  tho  most  conducive  to 
happiness. 

But  although  it  is  rare  to  find  this  normal  condition  in  the 
aggregate,  we  are  able  to  detect  it  in  the  healthy  performance 
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of  individual  organs,  and  having  acquired  such  knowledge,  are 
prepared  to  understand  a  departure  from  a  healthy  standard. 

But  each  are  the  intimate  sympathies,  (several  of  which  have 
been  noticed),  and  connections  existing  between  the  different 
parts  of  the  human  organism,  that  a  derangement  of  one  part 
exercises  an  influence  in  disturbing  parts  more  or  less  remote ; 
and  in  forming  an  estimate  of  disease  it  is  of  the  first  import- 
ance to  know  the  precise  relative  value  of  symptoms  thus 
secondarily  produced. 

A  symptom,  the  result  of  sympathy  or  nervous  connections, 
may  become  so  prominent  as  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  in- 
experienced or  unprepared  from  the  chief  point  of  danger, 
which  latter  would  bo  revealed  to  him  whoso  knowledge  of 
functions  would  detect  some  deviation  by  which  to  know  the 
real  seat  of  the  disorder,  and  thereby  be  enabled  to  apply  his 
means  scientifically  and  successfully  ;  and  so  closely  and  mys- 
teriously are  the  different  functions  of  the  human  body  blended 
and  connected  together,  and  so  mutually  dependent  on  each 
other,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  point  to  any  one  in  particular 
and  say  that  it  was  more  independent  than  another.  I  mean 
relationship,  and  not-relative  importance. 

A  stab  through  the  heart  would  produce  death  more  certainly 
and  instantaneously  than  a  thrust  through  the  lungs,  but  in 
derangements  of  the  same  parts  from  a  different  cause,  though 
of  a  kind  less  violent  in  its  nature,  it  would  be  difficult  to  know 
from  the  disturbance  from  which  the  least  inconvenience  would 
be  experienced, 

There  are  three  kinds  of  functions  described  by  medical 
writers,  the  vital,  the  natural  and  the  animal. 

The  first  two,  in  importanco,  are  about  equal,  aud  cannot  be 
suspended  without  the  destruction  of  life.  _ 

The  vital  embraces  circulation  and  respiration;  the  natural, 
digestion,  nutri  t-ion,  secretion,  and  excretion.  These  latter  may 
be  suspended  or  impaired  with  much  less  danger  to  the  indi- 
vidual. 

All  these  functions  are  performed  in  a  healthy  condition 
without  uneasiness  and  without  consciousness  and  are  inde- 
pendent of  the  will,  but  influenced   by  various  circumstances. 
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By  animal  functions  are  understood  voluntary  motion  and 
senses,  these  are  regulated  by  the  will,  capable  of  being  sus- 
pended, and  they  connect  man  with  surrounding  objects. 

In  noticing  causes  of  disease,  it  is  first  to  be  observed  that 
they  have  been  divided  into  proximate  and  remote,  and  the 
remote  into  predisposing  and  occasional. 

What  is  denominated  proximate  cause  has  occasioned  much 
perplexity,  being,  by  some,  confounded  with  disease  itself;  by 
others,  considered  as  the  cause  of  disease,  removing  a  step  further 
back  from  the  sensible  signs  of  disease;  which  latter  were  sup- 
posed to  constitute  its  essence.  Let  the  proximate  cause  be  the 
morbid  alteration,  either  functional  or  material — the  dynamic 
aberration  the  disease  itself.  This  view  Homoeopathy  should 
take,  and  certainly  is  the  true  one. 

The  remote  causes  of  disease  include  a  great  variety  of  agents 
which  differ  in  their  nature  and  effect.  Some  have  a  general 
action,  producing  in  the  same  individual  at  different  times,  or  in 
different  individuals,  different  effects. 

Cold  will  produce  either  ordinary  rheumatism,  dysentery,  or 
catarrh.  Some  remote  causes  possess  specific  properties,  inas- 
much as  they  always  produce  the  same  effect. 

A  predisposing  cause  consists  in  some  permanent  condition 
of  the  body,  which,  nnder  some  extraordinary  or  unusual  cir- 
cumstance will  excite  morbid  action. 

Predisposing  causes  are  general  and  individual;  among  the  gen- 
eral are  climate,  the  seasons,  particular  localities,  etc.  Thus  a  rest- 
donee  in  a  warm  climate  predisposes  to  disease  of  the  liver.  In 
a  cold  climate,  a  predisposition  to  inflammatory  action  exists. 
In  different  seasons  of  the  year  we  find  a  predisposition  to  dif- 
ferent grades  and  kinds  of  morbid  action. 

Individual  predisposition  may  exist  for  a  long  time  unknown 
or  unnoticed  until  revealed  by  some  occasional  or  remote  cause. 
Thus  two  persons  exposed  to  colds  be  may  differently  affected, 
one  with  catarrh,  one  with  phthisis.  There  is  also  heredi- 
tary predisposition.  This  does  not  usually  exhibit  itself 
until  the  individual  attains  a  certain  period  of  life,  which 
varies  according  to  the  predisposition  inherited,  exposure  and 
nature  of  the  malady.    This  latter  variety  has  been  denied. 
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but  it  is  fairly  argued  that  if  children  are  born  with  con- 
formations similar  to  their  parents,  how  can  it  be  denied  that 
such  peculiar  conformation  successively  transmitted  may  not 
connect  itself  with  a  predisposition  to  certain  diseases. 

Temperament  is  also  another  predisposing  cause  of  disease. 
By  temperament  is  understood  the  difference  that  exists  be- 
tween individuals  in  consequence  of  the  variety  of  relations  and 
proportions  between  the  constituent  parts  of  the  body. 

The  ancients  supposed  this  difference  owing  to  the  prepon- 
derance of  either  bile,  blood,  lymph,  and  black  bile;  hence  the 
choleric,  the  sanguineous,  the  lymphatic  and  the  atrabilious,  or 
melancholic. 

The  sanguineous  temperament  is  recognized  in  light  flowing 
hair,  clear  blue  eyes,  ruddy  cheeks,  slender,  symmetrical  figure, 
and  great  vivacity. 

The  atrabilious,  or  melancholic;  in  stiff,  black  hair,  dark,  pen- 
etrating eyes,  sallow  complexion,  spare  or  gaunt  figure,  and 
great  intellectual  ability. 

The  phlegmatic,  or  lymphatic  ;  in  lank,  dark,  greasy  hair, 
pale,  bloated,  inexpressive  countenance;  dim,  muddy  eyes  ;  in- 
activity and  unwieidiness,  and  dullness  of  intellect. 

The  choleric  ;  in  crisp,  curly,  reddish  locks  ;  gray,  sparkling 
eyes;  a  red  brown  complexion;  a  firm,  thick-set  figure  and  a  hasty 
temper. 

Some  consider  temperament  to  depend  upon  a  difference  be- 
tween proportions  and  balance  of  the-  different  organs.  They, 
however,  seem  rather  to  be  connected  with  some  peculiarities  in 
tho  organism  producing  sensibility,  irritability,  and  different 
mutual  capacities  arising  from  some  unknown  cause.  Temper- 
ament is  modified  by  tho  mode  of  life  and  habits  of  the  indi- 
vidual. 

In  ancient  times  peculiarities  would  be  more  likely  to  be 
retained  in  families  in  consequence  of  their  keeping  themselves 
more  distant  from  each  other,  and  encouraging  intermarriages 
among  themselves.  The  Jews  afford  a  striking  example  of  sneb 
a  result. 

National  differences  are  also  very  distinctive.     Clothing,  diet, 
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exercise,  position  of  the  body,  and  affections  of  the  mind  are  all 
predisposing  causes  of  disease. 

Exciting  causes  are  those  which,  when  applied  to  the  body 
occasionally  or  accidentally,  occasion  disease ;  the  disease  being 
often  determined  by  the  predisposing  cause. 

Disease  may  be  acquired  or  congenital — the  latter  being 
those  affections  with  which  the  infant  is  affected  when  born. 
A  congenital  may  be  a  hereditary  disease,  but  not  necessarily 
A  child  may  be  born  with  water  on  the  brain,  or  with  syphilis, 
which  latter  it  has  inherited. 

Id  some  families  the  parents  are  healthy,  yet  all,  or  many  of 
their  children  may  be  afflicted  with  some  peculiarity  or  morbid 
affection  not  hereditary.  Scrofulous  children  are  thus  met  with 
whose  parents  are  healthy. 

Most  diseases,  however,  do  not  arise  from  hereditary  predis- 
position, but  are  acquired,  adventitious  or  accidental,  and  are 
sporadic,  endemic,  epidemic,  contagious,  idiopathic  and  symptom, 
atic.  When  disease  attacks  a  single  or  a  few  individuals  who 
have  had  no  connection  with  each  other  it  is  said  to  be 
sporadic. 

When  there  is  some  peculiarity  in  a  situation  or  locality  pro- 
ducing disease,  the  tatter  is  said  to  be  endemic,  Such  causes  are 
acting  constantly  or  periodically  in  certain  situations.  The 
ague  is  endemic  in  marshy  districts  and  goitre  at  the  base  of 
lofty  mountains.  Of  the  nature  of  the  emanations  or  miasmas 
producing  disease  we  are  profoundly  ignorant.  They  appear  to 
be  the  product  of  heat,  moisture  and  vegetable  decomposition. 

Epidemic  diseases  are  those  which  attack  a  number  of  indi- 
viduals at  the  same  time,  and  are  dependent  upon  some  atmos- 
pheric cause.  Contagious  diseases  are  the  result  of  some  specific 
miasma  generated  by  the  human  body  and  producing  a  disease 
precisely  of  a  like  nature.  If  a  contagious  disease  is  not  con 
fined  to  a  few  individuals,  but  attacks  multitudes,  it  is  considered 
epidemic  also ;  likewise  an  epidemic  very  generally  may  become 
contagious  in  consequence  of  a  greater  amount  of  morbid  mias- 
ma accumulating  in  the  atmosphere,  and  not  from  a  change  in 
the  character  of  the  poison.  An  idiopathic  disease  signifies  a 
primary  disease,  one  not  depending  on  any  other: 
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A  symptomatic  disease  is  a  symptom  of  some  other  affection; 
wo  have,  therefore,  symptomatic  in  con  trad  is  ti  net  ion  to  an 
idiopathic  disease. 

There  aro  some  symptoms  which  are  noticed  in  the  general 
external  appearance  of  the  body.  Disease  alters  the  attitude,  de- 
priving it  in  a  leas  or  greater  degree  of  that  ease  and  freodom 
which  characterizes  it  in  health.  Some  consider  the  attitude 
during  sleep  as  the  most  proper  time  for  seeing  the  patient,  the 
will  exerting  at  this  time  no  influence  upon  movement.  Im- 
portant instruction  may  often  be  gained  by  such  examination, 
but  also  much  is  to  be  learned  from  the  movements  directed  by 
the  will, 

The  alterations  of  gait  depend  partly  upon  the  conditions  of 
the  active  and  passive  organs  of  motion  and  partly  on  the  brain 
and  spinal  cord.  Sometimes  there  is  languor  and  depression  and 
unwillingness  to  move,  as  in  febrile  disease,  sometimes  a  deter- 
mined and  resolute  attitude,  as  in  mania. 

Some  attitudes  at  once  point  oat  the  disease;  as  the  unmovea' 
ble  position  of  the  body  in  catalepsy.  Chorea  is  known  by 
irregular  and  unsteady  movements.  The  quick,  hasty  gait  is 
.  indicative  of  a  sanguine  temperament;  it  also  indicates  an  irri- 
tated state  of  the  brain  and  sometimes  forebodes  acute  and 
chronic  delirium. 

A  slow  and  labored  gait  shows  either  debility  of  the  muscles,  or 
it  may  be  occasioned  by  inflammation,  tumors  in  the  joints, 
exostoses,  and  is  also  the  effect  of  rheumatism  and  atrophy. 
Inability  to  move  different  parts  of  the  body  indicates  paralysis. 

Permanent  and  regular  contractions  of  the  muscles  occur  in 
tetanus.  A  tottering  gait  may  be  the  effect  of  bad  habit,  or  may 
be  the  consequence  of  atrophy  of  the  head  of  the  thigh  bone  or 
debility  of  the  ligaments  of  the  hip. 

Vertigo  occasions  staggering.  Muscular  debility  may  cause  a 
bent  position  of  the  body,  which  latter  may  silso  arise  from  dis- 
ease of  the  spinal  column  and  muscles.  Irritation  of  the  cervi- 
cal portion  of  the  spinal  column  is  evinced  by  nodding  of  the 
head  and  trembling  of  the  bands. 

Inability  to  walk  is  not  only  a  symptom   of  paratysis,  but 
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occurs  in  dislocation  and  fracture  of  the   bones  of  the  lower 
extremities. 

Inability  to  stand  occurs  in  the  commencement  of 
nervous  fevers,  also  from  the  weakness  which  follows 
many  acute  and  chronic  diseases.  In  aged  persons  the 
falling  of  the  head  upon  the  breast  shows  debility ;  it  is 
also  perceived  in  diseases  of  the  vertebrfB.  If  a  person 
assumes  a  crooked  attitude,  with  one  shoulder  deeper  than 
the  other,  it  is  done  either  to  avoid  pain  or  is  owing 
to  a  narrowing  of  the  chest,  which  sometimes  takes  plate  after 
inflammation  of  the  pleura.  Curvatures  of  the  spine  also  cause 
a  crooked  position.  In  organic  disease  of  the  heart  the  patient 
sits  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  breathing.  The  same 
position  is  assumed  in  bronchial  catarrh,  pleurisy,  hydrothorax 
and  asthma. 

If  the  difficulty  of  breathing  is  still  greater,  the  body  is  also 
bent  forward,  or  the  neck  is  thrown  back,  as  in  croup  or  diph- 
theria. In  cerebral  congestion  the  patients  sometimes  are 
either  compelled  to  have  the  head  very  much  elevated  or  are 
obliged  to  sit.  In  the  beginning  of  pleurisy  the  patient  lies  on 
his  back  with  the  thorax  somewhat  inclined  to  the  affected  side. 
In  pneumonia,  hydrothorax  and  pleuritic  effusions,  tho  patient 
is  often  found  lying  on  the  right  side. 

In  great  debility,  the  patient  lies  on  his  back  with  extended 
limbs,  and  a  degree  of  inertness  and  flaccidity  prevails  through- 
out all  parts  of  the  body. 

A  patient  lies  on  his  back  in  rheumatism  to  avoid  the  pain 
and  uneasiness  produced  by  changing  the  position. 

In  inflammation  of  the  peritoneum  and  intestines  he  lies  on 
his  back  with  legs  drawn  up  to  take  off  the  action  and  pressure 
of  the  abdominal  muscles. 

In  colic,  lying  on  the  belly  is  preferred,  that  pressure  may  be 
made  upon  the  abdominal  muscles.  In  aneurism  of  the  aorta 
the  patient  often  lies  on  the  left  side,  so  also  often  in  organic 
disease  of  the  heart.  A  quiet  position  when  lying,  entire  con- 
soionsness  and  considerable  strength  is  a  favorable  sign,  indi- 
cating the  termination  of  the  disease.  If  a  quiet  poeition  exists 
with  loss  of  consciousness,  it  indicates  effusion  of  blood  or  serum 
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upon  the  brain.  In  severe  pain  of  the  abdomen,  a  doubled-up 
position  is  adopted. 

Digestion,  it  has  been  stated,  is  a  natural  function.  The  ap- 
paratus by  which  this  function  is  performed,  from  the  variety  of 
hurtful  influences  to  which  it  is  exposed,  as  well  as  from  its  ex- 
tent of  surface,  is  the  seat  of  very  many  derangements  and 
diseases. 

The  apparatus  consists  of  the  mouth,  teeth,  tongue,  throat 
and  (esophagus,  stomach,  small  and  large  intestines. 

Digestion,  performed  in  a  healthy  individual,  imparts  a 
pleasing  sensation  of  warmth  which  is  not  confined  to  the 
stomach  only,  but  spreads  itself  to  other  parts  of  the  body  by 
the  excitement,  as  it  is  supposed,  of  the  great  sympathetic 

The  object  of  digestion  is  to  convert  those  substances  taken 
into  the  stomach  into  a  reparative  juice,  which  renews  the  con- 
stant waste  occurring  in  the  system,  and  to  expel  the  remaining 
parts  of  the  ingesta  after  their  nutritious  parts  have  been  ex- 
tracted. 

To  accomplish  these  purposes  the  food  is  first  masticated, 
after  which,  being  mixed  with  saliva,  it  passes  down  the  oeso- 
phagus into  the  stomach,  thence  into  the  small  intestines,  where 
it  blends  with  the  secretions  of  other  organs,  thence  it  passes 
into  the  large  intestines,  from  whence  it  is  expelled. 

The  saliva  prepares  the  food  mechanically  for  deglutition,  but 
what  other  office  it  performs  in  the  process  of  deglntition  is 
unknown.  There  are  three  acts  in  deglutition.  In  the  first, 
the  particles  of  food  are  collected  together  and  glide  between 
the  surface  of  the  tongue  and  the  arch  of  the  palate  till  they 
have  passed  the  anterior  arch  of  the  fauces ,  the  second  act 
carries  the  morsel  beyond  the  constrictors  of  the  pharynx, 
and  by  the  third  it  passes  along  the  oesophagus  into  the 
stomach. 

The  first  is  performed  by  the  voluntary  action  of  the  muscles 
of  the  tongue ;  th»  second,  by  muscles  partly  endowed  with  vol- 
untary motion,  as  the  superior  and  inferior  muscles  of  the  soft 
palate,  but  it  is  also,  in  part,  involuntary,  a~  wa  cannot  arrest 
the  passage  of  the  food  after  it  has  reached  a  certain  situation 
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on  the  surface  of  the  tongue ;  the  third  is  performed  by  muscles 
whose  action  are  almost  involuntary. 

The  rim  a  glottidis  is  closed  during  the  action  of  swallowing, 
although  deglutition  can  still  be  performed  if  the  epiglottis  be 
destroyed.  When  digestion  is  not  going  on  the  stomach  is  con- 
tracted, when  food  is  received  into  it,  the  food  passes  along  the 
greater  curvature  from  left  to  right  and  then  along  the  lesser 
curvature  from  right  to  left.  These  motions  occupy  from  one  to 
three  minutes,  increasing  in  rapidity  as  chymification  advances- 
By  chymification  is  understood  that  process  effected  in  the 
stomach  upon  the  food  by  which,  with  the  exception  of  insolu- 
ble parte,  it  is  reduced  to  a  substance  called  chyme,  which  is 
composed  of  globular  and  fluid  parts,  and  is  of  a  grayish  color 
and  acid  taste,  and  this  change  is  produced  by  the  peculiar  ac- 
tion of  the  gastric  juice,  which  latter  has  the  property  of  dis- 
solving food  without,  as  within  the  body ;  which  power  was 
supposed  to  be  owing  to  acetic  and  muriatic  acid,  which  is 
found  with  the  gastric  juice. 

To  ascertain  exactly  the  part  which  is  played  by  these  acids, 
experiments  have  been  carefully  instituted,  the  result  of  which 
is,  that  the  dilute  acids,  without  themselves  undergoing  any 
change,  aid  by  their  presence  the  decomposition  of  the  organic 
substances  just  as  they  aid  in  the  conversion  of  starch  into  sugar 
when  boiled  with  it.     (Catalysis.) 

The  final  result  of  all,  however,  is  that  the  gastric  juice  is  a 
Quid,  sui  generis. 

The  food  on  quitting  the  stomach,  enters  the  duodenum, 
where  it  is  subject  to  other  changes. 

The  duodenum  may  bo  regarded  as  a  second  stomach,  .-ery 
different  from  the  other  small  intestines,  by  its  capacity  of  dila- 
tation, by  its  size  and  the  regularity  of  its  curvatures,  the  num- 
ber of  chylous  vessels  arising  from  it  and  its  reception  of  the 
biliary  and  pancreatic  ducts. 

In  tho  small  intestines  the  chyme  becomes  converted  into 
chyle;  the  aid  which  the  bile  contributes  to  effect  this  object  ap- 
pearing for  the  most  part  to  be  to  complete  the  solution  of  the 
chyme,  or  effect  its  conversion  into  chyle,  or  to  bring  about  the 
production  of  albumen  from  the  food. 
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Whon  a  ligature  is  placed  around  the  biliary  duct,  cbyrae  is 
no  longer  converted  into  chyle.  Yet  there  are  on  record  the 
cases  of  two  infanta,  four  and  five  months  old,  in  which  the 
hepatic  ducts  terminated  blindly,  so  that  no  bile  entered  the 
intestines.  The  evacuations  were  white  like  spermaceti  and  the 
skin  jaundiced,  yet  the  infants  grew  quickly  and  throve  tolera- 
bly. This  fluid  (the  chyle)  is  absorbed  by  the  lacteals  of  the 
intestines,  and  is  of  a  white,  milky  color.  It  differs  with  differ- 
ent kinds  of  food  which  are  consumed. 

Its  milk-like  color  is  owing  to  its  containing  fatty  matter  sus- 
pended in  a  state  of  fine  division.  It  does  not  appear,  however, 
to  he  a  mere  solution  of  animal  matter,  containing  no  other 
globules  than  those  of  fat,  but  globules  also  of  another  kind, 
which  are  white,  not  transparent,  and  very  small,  and  to  these, 
especially,  is  the  white  color  of  the  chyle  owing.  But  to  what- 
ever cause  the  change  in  the  chyle  is  to  be  attributed,  whether 
in  the  addition  of  or  conversion  into  new  matter,  it  is  effected 
by  the  lacteals  and  lymphatic  vessels.  The  alimentary  mass, 
separating  into  two  parts,  the  one  chylous,  the  other  excreinen- 
titious,  passes  into  the  jejunum  and  ilium,  during  its  progress 
through  which  it  is  retarded  by  numerous  curvatures,  whicli 
convolutions  favor  the  longer  presence  of  the  food,  so  that  the 
chyle  may  present  itself  to  the  inhaling  mouths  of  tho  lacteals 
by  which  it  is  to  be  absorbed.  Its  motion  is  quickened  as  it 
parts  with  its  nutritive  aud  excrement itous  parts.  The  chylous 
vessels  uniting  together  their  lesser  ramifications,  empty  their 
contents  into  the  thoracic  duct,  which  may  be  considered  the 
center  of  the  whole  absorbent  system.  In  another  lecture  this 
subject  will  be  continued. 


IMPORTANT    CLINICAL    NOTES     FROM    FOREIGN 
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Chloral — A  new  Hypnotic. — A  great,  and  well  merited  sen- 
sation has  been  caused,  by  the  discovery  of  Liebreich,  which 
adds  another  and  new    hypnotic  to  the    Materia  Mediea,    and 
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■which,  in  many  essential  points,  is  of  greater  value  than  the 
older  remedies  in  this  category.  Chloral,  of  which  we  here 
speak,  has  been  known  to  the  chemist  for  some  time,  but  little 
attention  has  been  paid  to  it,  and  to  the  physician  it  was 
scarcely  known  by  its  name.  Liebreich,  imbued  by  the  some 
idea,  experimented  with  Chloral  on  animals  by  means  of  sub- 
cutaneous injections,  and  the  results  were,  that  the  animals 
remained  for  one  whole  hour  in  a  sound  sleep,  during  which 
period  they  were  at  times  completely  unconscious,  and  on 
awakening  there  was  do  disturbance  or  derangement  of  the 
system  whatever,  observable.  The  experiments  were  so  re- 
markable that  L.  concluded  to  repeat  the  same  on  men,  which 
he  did  with  equally  great  success.  It  was  at  once  ascertained 
with  certainty  that  Chloral  was  an  efficient  and  harmless  hypn- 
otic, either  administered  internally,  or  per  subcutaneous  injec- 
tions, and  that  it  acts  in  cases  where  large  doses  of  opium  and 
morphium  were  of  no  benefit  or  effect  whatever. 

Since  Liebreich  made  known  his  experiments  to  the  Medical 
Society  of  Berlin,  various  trials  have  been  made  with  the  new 
remedy  by  different  medical  men  ;  especially  in  the  clinic  of  the 
eminent  Langenbeck  were  the  results  most  satisfactory  with 
this  new  agent.  Whether  Chloral  will  take  the  place  of  chlo- 
roform in  surgical  operations,  has  yet  to  be  ascertained  by  ad- 
ministering larger  doses.     Liebreich  thinks  it  will. 

A  more  elaborate  paper  upon  this  topic  will  soon  be  published 
by  Liebriech  himself,  meanwhile  the  whole  medical  profession 
of  Europe  are  on  the  qvivi  ve. 

Perimetritis. — The  following  case  is  of  great  interest,  and 
may  serve  to  some  extent  in  similar  ones  to  assist  in  a  more 
complete  diagnosis.  It  admonishes  us  agaiDst  too  hastily 
changing  and  too  frequent  repeating  oar  remedies.  The  proper 
medicine  selected  should  be  adhered  to  and  its  effects  carefully 
observed,  before  we  make  changes,  or  resort  to  alternation  or 
to  frequent  repetition.  The  more  important  points  of  the  case 
are  merely  here  gi+en  in  a  condensed  form,  but  the  picture  of 
*he  affection  is  quite  complete :    (Translator.) 

A  woman,  aged  twenty-three  years,  was  delivered,  on  Nov- 
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3d,  1868,  of  a  dead  male  child,  in  the  lying-in  hospital  at  Han- 
over ;  the  labor  was  difficult  and  tedious,  continuing  over  forty- 
eight  hours,  but  was  accomplished  without  mechanical 
appliances.  The  patient  was  a  primipara.  Two  hours  previ- 
ous to  the  birth,  tho  child  was  yet  alive,  but  the  patient  lost 
much  blood,  yet,  withal,  was  quite  comfortable  up  to  the  fourth 
day  after  her  confinement.  At  this  period  she  began  to  com- 
plain of  pain  in  the  right  side  of  the  abdomen,  the  region, 
according  to  her  judgment,  where  the  head  of  the  child  had 
lain  fixed  for  some  time,  when  first  entering  the  pelvis.  She  was 
feverish,  had  no  appetite,  severe  headache  and  constipation. 
She  was  treated  with  cupping  and  cataplasm  upon  the  affected 
region,  and  at  evening  she  took  morph.  acet.,  and  for  the  consti- 
pation she  received  ol  ricini  and  enemas.  The  pain  in  the  abdo- 
men and  other  symptoms  were  relieved,  and  eight  days  after 
the  birth  the  patient  appeared  quite  recovered.  She  remained 
until  the  fourteenth  day  in  the  hospital,  and  after  an  examina- 
tion, nothing  abnormal  being  found  about  her,  she  was  dismissed 
as  cured, 

At  her  home  she  could  perform  a  little  light  house  work. 
About  a  week  after  this  the  violent  pain  reappeared  in  the  same 
region,  and,  in  fact,  together  with  the  same  symptoms,  fever 
headache,  constipation,  etc.  She,  however,  etill  remained  about 
the  house,  but  in  a  week  more,  she  was  obliged  to  take  to  her 
bed,  and  sent  for  an  allopathic  physician,  who  ordered  leeches  and 
warm  flax-seed  poultices  to  be  applied  to  the  painful  region. 
together  with  ol  ricini  for  the  constipation.  The  patient  was 
treated  in  this  manner  for  two  weeks,  and  not  getting  better, 
on  Dec.  13th,  1868,  Dr.  Palle  was  consulted.  The  Doctor 
found  tho  patient  somewhat  emaciated,  with  fever,  no  appetite, 
coated  tongue,  great  thirst  and  violent  headache  ;  the  pulse  was 
frequent  and  small.  On  examination  it  was  found  that  the 
fossa  iliaca  dextra  was  nearly  filled  with  an  exudation ;  it  felt 
hard,  and  the  swelling  was  quite  painful  on  pressure.  She  also 
experienced  at  times,  pain  in  that  region  without  pressure,  ex- 
tending from  the  swelling,  over  the  whole  abdc  n  and  down 
the  right  leg,  especially  at  night,  when  the  patient  bad  no 
sleep  whatever,  and  the  pain  was  most  intolerable,  even  w lien  she 
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was  perfectly  quiet ;  hot  poultices  would  then  give  her  some 
relief.  The  per  vaginam  examination  confirmed  a  swelling, 
located  to  the  right  in  the  superior  portion  of  the  vaginal 
■cavity,  which,  however,  was  not  painful  to  the  touch;  the 
uterus  was  normally  contracting.  The  patient  complained 
much  of  constipation  and  occasionally  of  painful  micturition. 
The  urine  contained  no  albumen.  Dr.  F.  directed  his  treatment 
to  the  speedy  absorption  of  the  exudation,  and  gave  mere.  solb. 
Hahn.  II.  Ti\,  four  doses  per  day,  and'eontinued  the  warm 
poultices  of  flax  seed,  directing  the  patient  to  remain  perfectly 
quiet ;  every  other  day  he  ordered  an  enema.  The  diet  con- 
sisted of  fluids,  milk,  bouillon  with  the  yolk  of  an  egg,  soups, 
etc.,  to  support  the  system  and  retain  her  strength,  which  is  of 
great  importance  in  cases  of  this  nature.  Under  this  treatment 
the  exudation  seemed  to  increase  in  quantity  at  first,  but  after 
one  week  it  was  observed  to  diminish,  and  in  two  weeks  it  was 
considerably  absorbed,  the  pain  greatly  diminished,  and  her 
general  health  better;  her  appetite  returned,  she  had  less  thirst, 
the  pulse  was  less  frequent,  but  not  very  strong;  she  had  some 
sleep  at  nights,  and  from  this  period  the  absorption  ceased, 
Bepar.  sulph.  calc  III.  Tr.,  four  times  daily  was  now  given,  and 
under  the  continued  use  of  this  remedy  the  rest  of  the  exuda- 
tion was  absorbed  entirely  in  two  weeks.  The  patient  is  now, 
-after  five  weeks7  treatment,  completely  cured  and  able  to  be  out. 

Excessive  Pollution — Dioitalin. — I>r,  Palle  cites  a  number 
■of  casus  where  Digitalin  in  this  affection  has  been  of  very  great 
benefit.  Three  of  the  cases  were  individuals  who  were  more 
or  less  habitual  Onanists.  The  pollution  occurred  in  all  cases, 
from  three  to  four  times-  each  week,  during  the  night,  after 
which  there  was  much  prostration  and  exhaustion;  in  fact,  these 
patients  were  greatly  debilitated,  from  the  long  continued  ail- 
ment, being  over  one  year  the  victims  of  this  disease ;  though 
they  protested  that  they  had  given  up  indulging  in  the  bad 
habit  of  Onanism.  Dr.  B.  says  that  in  these  cases,  fourteen 
doses  of  Digitalin,  II..  every  other  morning,  a  dose  before 
breakfast,  was  sufficient  to  cure  the  patient  entirely.  Three 
.      other  eases  are  mentioned,  in  which  the  patients  positively  de- 
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dared  that  they  bad  never  practiced  Onanism;  they  were  robust 
und  healthy  men,  who  every  few  months,  had  from  eight  to  four- 
teen nights  in  succession,  an  emission.  One  of  these  cases  is 
especially  interesting,  from  the  fact,  that  succeeding  a.  coition, 
he  had  a  pollution  from  eight  to  twelve  nights.  In  these  three 
latter  cases,  Dr.  B.  adds,  that  one  dose  of  Digitalin  II.  Tr. 
taken  in  the  morning  was  sufficient  to  cure  them  entirely.  Of 
the  III  Tr.  no  good  effects  were  observed. 


Pubpdra  Hemorrhagica. — A  poor  girl,  aged  twelve  years, 
was  visited  Feb.  2d.  She  was  completely  covered  with  blood, 
blood  would  discharge  from  the  eyes,  and  ran  in  large  drops 
down  her  cheeks.  There  was  also  a  continued  flow  of  blood 
from  the  nose  and  ears.  She  experienced  a  sensation  of  heat  in 
the  anus  and  sexual  organs,  with  trickling  of  blood  ;  there 
were  red  spots  upon  the  whole  body,  which,  on  pressure  did 
not  disappear.  Ecchymosis  in  all  soft  tissues;  the  tongue  was 
egg-shaped,  purple  in  color,  and  so  distended  by  infiltration  of 
Hood,  that  the  respiration  was  impaired.  The  nostrils  were 
filled  with  coagulated  blood;  the  gums  were  spongy  and  swollen- 
the  respiration  accelerated  and  the  skin  cool  and  the  pnlse 
feeble. 

The  poor  parents,  applied  cold  water  and  gave  a  little  wine 
to  drink.  Phos.  6.  15  pellets  in  wator  was  prescribed.  On  the 
next  day  considerable  improvement;  a  few  drops  of  blood 
trickled  down  the  cheeks,  but  there  was  no  bleeding  of  the 
: iose ;  the  mouth  and  gums,  however,  bled  considerably ;  the 
tongue  remained  much  swollen  ;  the  red  spots  were  lese  promi- 
nent ;  respiration  was  normal,  and  the  pulse  stronger.  Con- 
tinue Phos.,  and  ordered  bouillon.  After  two  days,  no  more 
bleeding ;  tongue  normal,  red  spots  on  lower  extremeties  con- 
tinue. Phos.  18,  and  nourishing  diet.  In  eight  days  the  patient 
was  entirely  well. 

During  June,  she  vomited  blood  again,  accompanied  with 
violent  pain  in  the  stomach,  and  a  few  purple  spots  on  the  lower 
extremities  showed  at  onee  the  nature  of  the  disease. 

Jpec.  2  glob,  in  water.    In  the  evening  it  was  reported  thai 
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she  once  had  vomited  coagulated  blood,  but  there  was  no  more 
nausea  or  pain  in  the  stomach. 

J'hos.  30th  and  bouillon,  after  four  or  five  days  the  patient  had 
recovered.  The  spots  remained  for  eight  days  longer.  Lachesis 
(one  dose,)  completed  the.  cure. — Dr.  Neucktr,  Journal  d\i  Dis- 
pens.  Hahnemann  de  Brux.  28  Jan.  1869. 


Pruritus — Caladium  Segoinum — A  child  of  four  years  was 
inocb  affected  with  an  itching  on  the  genital  organs,  which 
caused  much  scratching,  which  the  most  severe  punishment  had 
no  effect  in  preventing.  The  little  one  became  much  emaciated 
and  completely  debilitated.  After  six  weeks  of  unsuccessful 
treatment,  Calad.  sea.  0  six  drops  in  three  ounces  of  water, 
every  three  hours  a  teaspoonful),  was  ordered.  In  a  short 
lime  the  child  recovered  entirely  from  this  troublesome  affec- 
tion. 

A  young  man,  aged  twenty  years,  otherwise  well,  had  fre- 
quently very  violent  itchings  of  the  genitals.  After  three 
months,  a  mucous  discharge  with  numerous  small  nodes  ap- 
peared on  the  organ.  Calad.  seg.  0 ;  eight  drops  in  six  ounces  of 
water,  a  teaspoonfull  evory  three  hours,  cured  him  in  a  very 
short  time. 

Dr.  Palle  recommends,  in  secondary  syphilis,  Mere,  praec. 
ruber.  I.  Tr.  in  one  grain  doses,  gradually  increasing  from  one 
dose  to  four  per  day.  Several  cases  published  by  him  are  of 
great  interest. 

Inoohtiniktia  Ubinae. — A  gentleman  thirty-six  years  of  age 
was  troubled  for  three  months  with  a  partial  paralysis  of  the 
sphincter  vesicae.  He  complained  that  during  the  day,  espe- 
cially while  riding,  or  when  walking  a  considerable  distance  he 
could  not  retain  his  urine.  The  urgency  to  urinate  was  so  vio- 
lent, that  it  was  impossible  fbr  him  to  control  it,  evenfor  a  short 
time.  There  occurred  days,  also,  when  by  great  urgency,  the 
urine  did  not  pass  involuntarily,  but  was  voided  normally. 
During  the  night  the  patient  said  he  had  not  observed  this  in- 
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eontonance,  although  the  urgency 'at  times  was  also  very  s 
and  he  was  obliged  to  riso  and  relieve  himself.  Patient  wis 
otherwise  healthy.  No  spinal  affection  could  be  detected,  as  the 
patient  was  able  to  endure  long  walks,  without  fatigue,  and  had 
no  debility  in  the  lower  extreme  ties.  Thuja.  I.,  a  dose  t 
other  night,  was  followed  by  improvement  in  a  week,  and  in 
three  weeks  the  patient  had  so  far  recovered  that  he  could  retain 
the  urine  as  in  times  when  healthy.  Dr.  Palm. 
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$.  Sarc-Mucosum,  vel  Sarc  Gelatinosum. 


Aaron  J.,  of  Jewish  faith,  hatter  by  trade,  aged  sixty-two,  was 
admitted  to  a  private  surgical  ward  of  Alia  lirauken  Haus,  of 
Vienna,  some  three  weeks  since. 

The-  patient,  a  tall,  slender  man,  of  melancholic  temperament 
stated  that  two  years  ago  he  first  noticed  a  Bmall  swelling  the 
size  of  a  bean,  upon  the  region  corresponding  to  the  center  of 
the  posterior  portion  of  the  middle  third  of  the  right  thigh; 
that  for  a  year  and  a  half  from  the  time  he  first  began  to  notice 
the  swolling,  it  increased  very  slowly,  without  producing  pain 
or  interfering  with  the  accustomed  persuitof  his  business;  that 
it  grew  pretty  equally  large  in  every  direction,  and  in  January 
of  this  year  had  attained  the  size  of  a  goose  egg;  that 
the  increased  rapidity  of  the  growth  began  in  January  last 
and  continued  at  a  more  rapid  pace  each  succeeding  month  up 
to  the  time  of  his  entrance  into  the  hospital.  He  moreover 
stated  that  the  intensity  of  the  pains  kept  pace  with  the  hi- 
re as  e  of  the  growth;  that  lie- first  observed  pains  in  Jamiarv  i>( 
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this  year,  and  that  since  the  earlier  part  of  March  he  was 
unable  to  conduct  his  business — which  required  him  to  stand 
constantly — because  his  leg  began  to  become  flexed  upon  his 
thigh.  Not  long  after,  it  was  bejond  his  power  to  extend  it 
voluntarily. 

Status  prcesens. — At  his  entrance,  the  patient  presented  the 
appearance  of  one  who  had  suffered  from  pain,  was  despondent 
and  utterly  despaired  of  relief,  which  he  demanded  at  the  hands 
of  the  attending  surgeons,  in  whatever  form  or  shape  they 
might  deem  best. 

The  leg  was  flexed  upon  the  thigh  forming  with  it  almost  a 
right  angle.  Every  attempt  at  extension  was  not  only  produc- 
tive of  pain,  but  was  unsuccessful.  A  further  degree  of  flexion 
than  was  already  existing  could  be  quite  easily  accomplished. 

The  tumor  was    lobular   and     occupied  the   whole   of   the 
posterior    portion     of    the    middle     third,  as     well     as     the 
corresponding  regions  of  the  lower  half  of   the   upper  third, 
and    upper    half  of    the    lower     third    of    the    right    thigh. 
Several   large    straggling   veins  were    coursing  in    the  subcu- 
taneous  tissue   covering    the  tumor.     Parts  of    the    common 
integuments    were  irritated  from  the  continued  use  of  salves 
and  a  host  of   other    applications.      This  condition    of   the 
integument  was    only   to    be   found   upon   the  most  elevated 
parts,  id  est,  upon  those  portions  which  covered  the  most  pro- 
jecting points  of  the   respective  lobes.     Otherwise  the   integu- 
ment was  healthy.     Fluctuation  was  very  evident  at  one  point. 
With  certainty  it  was  already  seen,  at  this  period,  that  this  was 
not  the  center  of  a  suppurative  action,   for  none  of  the  symp- 
toms which  would  have   been   present    under  this  condition  of 
things  had  made  their  appearance.     The  existing  pains  which 
harrassed  the  patient,  were  produced  mechanically,  by  pressure 
of  the  growth  upon  nerve  matter. 

All  the  soft  tissues  surrounding  the  tumor  would  follow  the 
direction  in  which  the  latter  was  being  moved. 

It  was  impossible  to  know  beforehand,  how  far  the  perverted 
action  had  extended;  whether  the  l*one  wa*  implicated  ; 
whether  the  coats  of  the  popliteal  artery  were  not  a  pn-y  \j, 
the  disease;  whether  the  nerve   was  r.<'t   laboring  under  pr.th*  - 
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-      vera  the  questions  which    were  impossible   to 

iota 

d(  of  the  patient,  it  was  determined  to  go  to 

the  rati  ,,,■  '.;,  extirpation,  and  in  case  it  wore  necessary,  to  ee- 

ipntation.     At  all  events,  conservative  surgery  was  to 

■  ,.:iv    i .!i .■    aoepMn*   and   the  patient  obtain   the  benefit  of  liie 

IB  now  flexed  upon  the  trunk,  tirmly  held  by  an 

and  an  incision  made  in  the  median  line  of  the  posterior 

Mf>004  ol  lb*  thigh,  directly  over  the    tumor.     Having  severed 

■  ia.-i.'i;i,  Ibe  operator  reached  the  tumor. 

Tin'  bat  "I'Ji'l'!  to  engage  attention  was  tho  long  head  of  the 

K  bleb,  although  partially  destroyed,  the  nature  of  the 

.-.  yet  diseeruablo.     The  long  head  was  diseased  almost 

;it  of  union  with  the  short  head,  below  and  above,  but 

nol  . | u i ( o  |o  the  tendon  of  origin.     The  diseased  muscular  tissue 

.■i:nl  ially  merged  into  healthy  structure. 

This  morbid   portion  of  the  Biceps    was    lost  externally  in  a 

DoOMOd  product  which  burrowed   between  the  Vastus 

f\i  .--un  .  and    deep  fascia.     A  continuation  of  this  mass    then 

LirectioD    inward    and   forward,    separating   tho    Biceps 

Jung  bead  )  from  its  relation  below,  pushing  forward  tho  great 

which  readily  explained  the  pains  to  which  the  patient 

VU  •objected),  together  with    the  Adductor  mr.gnus  and   the 

i,     ii,     l\  ing  in  front  of  this    muscle,  and   then  waa    lost  in  the 

miiHi'ular  tissue  of  the  Semimembranosus,  (for  this  mucscle  was 

diieued  similarly  to  its    neighbor).     The    morbid   mass    which 

Evod  OUt  of  this   muscle  on  its  median   side,    ran    inwardly, 

savored  the  Gracilis,  (received  from  behind),  leaving  u  an- 
harmed,  and  then  pursued  its  course  forward  burrowing  its  way 
under  the  deep  fascia.  The  Semitendinosue,  strange  to  relate, 
wat  normal,  although  surrounded  by  disease. 

Tin'  diseased  muscles  were  removed  quite  easily,  for  they 
were  not  pathological  at  either  their  origin  or  insertion. 

Tlie  balance  of  the  morbid  growth  was  as  easily  removed, 
noeled  OOt,  for  it  was  encased  in  a  bed  of  newly  formed  con- 
densed connecting  tissue.  Tho  remaining  physiological  tissues 
did  not  partake  of  the  disease. 
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The  cavity  of  the  wound  was  a  very  large  and  long  one.  The 
deep  fascia  was  (separated  from  its  underlying  structures  exter- 
nally as  well  as  on  tho  inner  side  of  the  thigh.  The  deep  fascia 
part  of  the  Gracilis  and  Adductor  magnue,  a  portion  of  the 
remaining  Biceps  and  the  Vastus  externus  partly,  all  aided  in 
forming  tlio  boundary  of  the  cavity,  while  across  it  from  above 
downward  was,  strong  as  a  wire,  tho  sound  Semitendinosus, 
(freed  from  its  relation).  The  pulsation  of  tho  popliteal  artery 
revealed  its  presence  as  ':  not  far  distant." 

Having  carefully  removed  all  of  tho  discard  produeL  and 
having  properly  cleansed  the  cavity ;  the  Semitendinosus  was 
placed  in  its  physiological  position  and  reinstalled  in  its  normal 
relations  as  nearly  as  possible  under  the  present  condition  of 
the  parts- 

It  was  feared  at  the  time,  that  the  Semitendinosus  would  be 
the  source  of  trouble,  (respecting  the  healing  of  the  wound),  on 
account  of  tho  anatomy  of  this  muscle. 

This  proved  not  to  be  llic  c<iso.  The  apprehension  was,  how- 
ever, not  without  ground;  lor  in  addition  to  tho  above,  I  will 
simply  call  to  mind  the  advanced  age,  and  consequent  inability 
on  the  part  of  the  patient  to  oveicomc  a  continued  suppurative 
action.  Yet,  if  the  tendon  of  the  long  head  of  tho  Biceps  of  tho 
arm  is  allowed  to  remain,  in  resection  of  the  head  of  the  Hume- 
rus, it  is,  comparatively,  not  often  the  source  of  trouble,  be- 
cause its  anatomical  structure  is  such  as  to  present  moro 
obstacles  for  a  good  result  than  that  of  the  case  before  us; 
therefore  there  was  no  reason  why  this  muscle  should  place 
insurmountable  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  healing  powers. 

The  operation  was  attended  with  little  loss  of  blood,  yet  the 
patient  was  very  weak.  The  wound  was  closed  with  tho  ex- 
ception of  a  portion  of  its  upper  end,  which  remained  open  for 
drainage,  the  thigh  having  been  slightly  flexed  upon  tho  trunk, 
in  which  position  the  patient  was  made  as  comfortable  as 
possible. 

To  prevent  the   bun-owing  of  pus,  slight  compression   waa 
made  by  means  of  a  bandage,  which,  however,  was  not  drawn 
too  tightly. 
I  have  seen  many  happy  results  from  this  method,  especially 


Book  Notices. 

in  wounds  of  the  forearm  and  leg,  where  there  is  each  a  con- 
stant tendency  to  the   burrowing  of  pus  between  the  muscles. 

The  reaction  began  with  strong  concomitants.  Appetite  alto- 
gether absent.  This  condition  lasted  five  days,  and  it  was 
feared  the  man  would  succumb  and  exodus  take  place.  Then 
there  appeared  a  change  for  the  better.  From  thJB  time  the 
patient  continued  to  improve,  so  that  at  the  time  of  this  writing, 
three  weeks  and  two  days  after  the  operation,  the  wound  is 
almost  healed  with  the  exception  of  two  small  surfaces,  and 
these  have  a  healthy  granulated  surface- 

The  existing  flexion  can  be  remedied  by  gradual  and  continued 
extension,  so  that  the  man  can  use  his  extremity  as  before,  wii  h 
the  loss,  however,  of  the  Semimembranosus  and  long  head  ot 
Biceps, 

The  tumor,  soil  and  easily  torn,  was  a  round  celled  sarcoma  in 
unison  with  a  myxonea.  A  cut  surface  presented  a  slightly  yel- 
low, muciform,  gelatinous  substance  inlaid  in  the  sarcomatous 
e ;  this  substance  was  prevalent  in  some  parts  of  the  tumor, 
while  at  others  tho  sarcomatous  tissue  prevailed.  Where 
fluctuation  was  perceived  before  extirpation,  this  gelatinous 
nubstance  was  so  extensive  as  to  form  tho  "fluid"  with  the  t$t- 
iMitnatous  structure  as  "eyst  wall." 

The  character  of  the  tumor  was  dhi^nost  icated  with  the  aid 
nf  the  microscope. 

TOmm,  July  3,  1869. 
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Tut;    Homeopathic    Treatment    of    Syphilis,    Gosorrhiea. 

Spermatorrhea  and  Urinary    Diseases.     Compiled    bj  J. 

PlL    Berjeau,  revised   with   numerous  addition!    by  J.  H.  P. 

Frost,   St  IX,  Philadelphia.     A.  J.  Tafel,  1S70,  pp.  25C. 

The  above  is  the  title  of  a  volume  edited  by  our  friend  Dr- 
Frost,  and  bis  portion  of  the  work  has  been  well  done.  But 
the  plural  unit.  "  We."  of  the  critique,  the  important  omnes  solus 
must  always  have  a  word  to  say.  Although  the  work  19  only 
entitled  'The  Hnrna'opathic   Treatment  of  Syphilis."  etc.,  yet 
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it  would  have  been  better  if  a  little  more  time  had  been  spent 
and  a  little  more  spaco  given  to  tho  description  and  nature  of 
so  grave  a  disorder.  Thirteen  lines  and  a  half  are  not  enough 
for  the  consideration  of  primary  syphilis;  or  one  page  and  three 
quarters  to  "  constitutional,  secondary  and  tertiary  syhpilis." 
Wo  are  also  of  the  decided  opinion  that  syphilis  does  not  im- 
mediately Affect  the  organism,  and  that  there  are  som  chancres 
that  do  not  require  constitutional  treatment  at  all.  We  believe 
in  the  chancroid,  or  soft  chancre,  and  in  tho  indurated  variety 
of  ulceration,  and  thinks  that  constitutional  poisoning  begins 
with  the  induration.  In  other  words,  wo  regai-d  the  duality  of 
the  virus  as  a  truth  discovered  after  long  experience  and  attest- 
ed by  numerous  facts. 

The  symptomatic  indications  and  Dr.  Frost's  remarks  are 
practical  and  well  arranged,  and  show  both  labor  and  care,  and 
we  have  no  doubt  that  the  book  will  do  good ;  particularly  if 
read  or  studied  in  connection  with  extended  treatises  upon  the 
subject,  as  there  are  some  indications  for  tho  selection  of  medi- 
cines which  are  not  found  elsewhere.  We  do  not  think  that 
Cerebro-spinal- meningitis,  Tabes  dorsalis  and  other  disorders 
treated  of  in  the  volume,  should  find  a  place  in  a  work  upon 
such  specialty  as  Syphilis,  etc.,  when  there  is  such  a  wild  field 
of  research  open  which  bears  directly  upon  the  subjects  which 
form  the  title  of  the  work.  H. 

Therapeutic  Guide  :  The  moat  important  results  of  more  than 
forty  years'  practice,  etc.,  etc.     By  Dr.  G.  H.  G  Jahr,  Cheva- 
lier, etc.    Translated,  with  notes  and  now  remedies,  by  Chas. 
3.  Hempel,  M.  D.    New  York,  William  Eadde,  1869. 
Forty  years !    A  life  time!    He  who  reads  Jahr's  experience 
of  forty  years  sees  at  once  that  his  labor  hath  not  been  in  vain. 
The  book  is  full  of  clinical  experience  valuable  to  the  young 
and  to  the  old.    It  is  the  routine  practice  of  a  life  time  contain- 
ing very  valuable   suggestions,  practical    details,  and  a  vast 
amount  of  experience.    If  the  student  or  young  practitioner 
could  obtain  but  a  single  work  wherewith  to  practice,  perlvvi; 
Jahr's  would  be  the  beBt,  and  ho  would  cure  a  great  majority  of 
his  cases.    But  there  is  rather  too  much  generalization  through- 
out the  work;  it  reads  rather  like  an  Allopathic  than  a  Homceo- 
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pathie  treatise  on  Therapeutics.  Our  higher  dilution  brethren 
must,  and  will,  no  doubt,  repudiate  much  in  the  work,  because 
it  lacks  the  directions  for  the  selection  of  appropriate  medicines. 
They  will  want  to  know  why  such  and  such  a  medicine  is  given? 
However,  to  others,  it  will  appear  to  be  the  best  book  of  the 
kind  extant. 

Perhaps  with  a  little  more  explicit  directions  regarding  symp- 
tomatology, the  work  would  be  improved  and  rendered 
tory  to  all.  As  it  is,  however,  it  will  do  us  great  good,  and  if  in 
no  other  way,  it  will  most  certainly  lead  those  Allopathic  phy- 
sicians who  have  a  tendency  to  Honnvojiathy  to  make  trial  of 
our  medicines  and  thereby  test,  the  efficacy  of  the  (our)  law  of 
cure.  H. 


Characteristic  Materia  Memca.    By  Dr.  W.  II.  Burt. 

Balluat  [its  said  that  it  is  a  difficult  thing  to  write  history, 
and  so  also  might  it  be  said  that,  it  is  a  difficult  thing  to  review 
a  book. 

Every  author  is  entitled  to  a  good  deal  of  credit  for  his  great- 
labors,  while  those  whose  interests  are  to  become  involved  in 
the  results  of  such  labors  are  entitled  to  attention  and  respect 
in  the  premises. 

Dr.  Burt's  hook  of  400  pages  ia  arranged  under  four  different 
heads:  First,  he  groups  the  remodics  somewhat  after  the 
fashion  of  Teste  ;  secondly,  he  treats  of  the  groups  in  their  gen- 
eral effect  upon  the  economy;  thirdly,  he  speaks  of  them  in 
their  special  action  on  certain  organs  and  tissues,  and  lastly,  he 
gives  the  grand  characteristics  or  key  notes  of  each  remedy 
separately. 

In  communicating  a  knowledge  of  the  action  of  each  group 
in  general,  and  of  eacli  remedy  in  particular,  as  coming  under 
the  second  and  third  heads,  lie  takes  great  pains  to  present  (he 
subjects  in  a  manner  most  captivating  to  those  who  make  path- 
ology the  criterion  of  practice,  and  in  this  respect  is  very  happy 
indeed,  and  not  without  interest,  too;  even  to  those  who  nek 
alter  the  functional  as  well  as  the  pathological.  But  while  the 
gentleman  is  evidently  prone  to  generalization  and  rationalism, 
he  is  at  the  same  lime   fully  aware  of  the  importance  of  in 
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visualizing;  for  after  commenting  npon  Aconite  and  Verat  Vir., 

which  he  places  in  the  same  group,  he  wind:*  up  with  the  state- 
ment that  "  the  action  of  the  latter  upon  the  great  sj-rnpathetie 
differs  widely  from  that  of  the  former" — a  fact  which  holds 
equally  true  in  regard  to  every  remedy  in  the  Materia  Mcdica, 
wheu  compared  one  with  another — individualization  being  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  the  application  of  Hahnemann's  great  law 
of  cure.  When  furnishing  his  own  data  for  the  selection  and 
application  of  remedies,  the  writer  is  occasionally  mistaken 
throughout  the  book  ;  for  instance,  of  Digitiilh  it  is  said  that, 
"in  all  diseases  for  which  Digitalis  will  he  found  useful,  the 
heart  will  be  found  more  or  less  involved."  That  is  not  the 
case.  Tf  the  word  many  could  have  been  substituted  for  the 
word   "all,"  the  statement  would  be  much  more  reliable. 

Again,  when  commenting  on  the  use  of  sulphur  at  page  15, 
it  is  stated  that,  "  a  delay  of  six,  twelve,  or  twenty-four  hours 
may  be  required  to  realize  its  best  results,7'  The  practitioner 
will  find  that  if  the  interposition  of  sulphur  is  called  for  under 
the  circumstances  referred  to,  he  will  often  have  to  wait  as  many 
days  as  the  gentleman  says  hours,  before  recognizing  the  effect 
of  that  remedy ;  and  for  such  a  delay  let  the  inexperienced 
physician  be  prepared. 

The  assertion  of  our  worthy  colleague  in  regard  to  the  sup- 
posed similar  action,  one  with  another,  ot  the  various  remedies 
in  each  group,  will  doubtless  prove  interesting,  if  not  very  use- 
ful to  all;  but  in  selecting  the  proper  agent  at  the  bed-side, 
they  will  be  found  to  be  of  very  little  satisfaction. 

But  the  great  importance  of  Dr.  Burt's  book  is  to  be  found  in 
another  direction.  For  many  years  past,  it  has  been  the  aim  of 
the  profession  to  adopt  some  measures  by  which  the  application 
of  our  ponderous  Materia  Medica  might  be  facilitated ;  and  the 
off-spring  of  this  aim,  is  the  system  of  characteristics  or  key- 
notes, now  before  the  world.  The  importance  of  these  key-notes 
cannot  be  over-rated  ;  they  are  invaluable  to  those  who  know 
how  to  use  them.  Each  one  bears  the  same  relation  to  the  se- 
lection of  the  proper  remedy,  that  the  pathognomonic  sign  does 
to  the  making  up  of  a  diagnosis  in  pathology.  (The  doubtful 
diagnosis  is  made  certain  by  the  discovery  of  a  leading  pathog- 
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nic,  and  so  too,  ife  the  doubtful  remedy  made  plain  by  the 
appearance  of  a  leading  characteristic.)  Pathognomonic  signs 
have  always  been  the  study  of  the  diagtmstitian  in  the  Allo- 
pathic school,  and  henceforward  will  the  study  of  characteristics 
or  key-notes  he  the  object  of  the  diagnostitian  of  remedies. 

But  how  shall  the  student  yet  possession  of  these  key-note* 
This   has  seemed  to  be  the  great  trouble.     Up  to  thi 
time  they  have  been  scattered  over  the   pages  of  tin*    Various 
journals  of  the  country,  and  so  divided  in  "  Ga&roBey'a  Obstet- 
rics" as  to  make  them  impossible  of  study  except  uml<  , 
beads.     But  now  matters  are  very  different ;  and  the  the  loog- 
wished-for  end  of  seeing  them  all  collected  together  in  one  work, 
under  the  names  of  the  remedies  to  which  they  belong,  bus  been 
pretty  thoroughly  accomplished  by  the  indefatigable  Bur',  and 
arc  to  be    found  in    his  "Characteristic    Materia  Medic*."     Id 
this  consists  the  great    value  of  the  book  under    consideration, 
and  to  those  who  desire  to  familiarize  themselves  with  this  key- 
note system,  w«  would  say,  be   not  without   the    book  at   auy 
price.  Piielan. 

Western    Homceopathic    Observer. 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO.,  OCTOBER,    1869. 

.     'tides  rnuat  bo  jirnrf «-«.',  '"•'/  an  jn>s*ilil*  to  do  juslic' 

arcfvUv  prcpnrnl,  so  as  to  require  litile  roTision. 

r  Readm-s  of  tin!  i'r.-i.s«i!.  u-LH  ..>■[!>.'■.■  rl„.  IC. L Lt- ■  i-  if  lli.'y  will  forward  copies  0< 

local  newapaiiern,  or  similar  nutteru  of  tmporinncc  10  the  profession,  all  such  will  l« 
thankfully  acknowledged. 

««?- Phv»ki»ns  having  fIiuirpi!  tlicir  locution-,  or  .d'siring  to  remove  fromone 
portlou  of  the  I'oimtry  to  another,  will  pl«i*t-  rommunlCAte  with  lbs 


,:?si"i  - 


Washington  At* 


'  9  and  pamphlets  must  be  addressed  to  the  Edilor,  No.  HIS 
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A  HEAVY  BLOW. 


How  many  physicians  of  the  old  school  are  there  ai  the  pres- 
ent period  existing  on  this  mundane  sphere?  A*  Orozembo 
says  to  Pinarro,  "Count  the  leaves  of  yonder  fores)  '."  We  sup- 
pose   the  average  duration  of  the  professional   lives   of  these 
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medical  philosophers  may  be  estimated  at  fifteen  years.  How 
many  times  have  these  said  professional  gentlemen,  during 
this  period,  prescribed  mercury  for  the  torpid  livers  of  tho 
afflicted  human  family  who  have  fallen  into  their  hands?  This 
is  a  question  which  is  about  as  difficult  to  answer  as  "How 
much  nux  vomica,  by  weight,  can  be  detected  in  the  sixty-one 
thousandth  dilution  ?"  However,  wc  can  bo  within  bounds  and 
reply  to  the  former  query,  "certainly,  millions  of  times!"  No 
doubt  tho  blue  pills  administered  would  pave  tho  streets  of 
London,  and  tho  calomel  heaped  together  vie  in  proportions 
with  tho  snow-capped  summit  of  Mont  Blanc;  while  the  opera- 
tions therefrom  would  exceed  in  commotion,  frequency  and 
quantity,  the  eruptions  of  Vesuvius  and  Popocatepetl.  Shall  we 
tell  these  gentlemen  that  every  dose  of  mercury  they  have 
administered  for  torpid  liver,  or  "to  act  on  the  bile,  has  been 
prescribed  (ignorantly,  to  be  sure,)  homcaopathically  ?  That 
I  hey,  unknown  to  themselves,  were  departing  from  their 
formula,  contraria  contrariis,  and  were  following  the  law  of 
Hahnemann?  Shall  we  say,  while  the  shade  of  dissolute  old 
Paracelcns  laughs  in  our  oar  and  whispers  his  old  maxim  "  con- 
traria  contrariis  curantur  has  never  been  true  in  medicine," 
that  mercury  given  in  a  state  of  health  sufficiently  to  produce 
purgation,  diminishes  the  secretion  of  bile,  and  that  whenever 
the  livers  of  the  hnman  race  become  torpid  from  disease,  that 
this  groat  medicine,  acting  upon  the  principal  of  similars,  re- 
stores the  function  of  the  gland?  And  that  the  Homoeopathic 
law  of  cure  thus  is  being,  and  has  been  distinctly  followed 
whenever  the  "Argentum  vivum"  has  been  administered  for  such 
purpose;  in  truth,  in  this  case,  the  old  philosopher's  maxim, 
"intra  malorum  remedium  ignorantia  may  be  very  applicable. 
Yet  all  this  is  true,  and  wc  can  back  up  our  assertions  by  the 
words  and  works  of  the  acknowledged  leaders  of  their  school ; 
their  great  "  head  centres."  Mercury  is  not  a  cholagogue  in  a 
Mate  of  health.  It  acts  on  the  liver,  bnt  by  arresting  the  secre- 
tion of  bile.  Given  in  diseases  in  which  the  biliary  secretion 
has  been  arrested  it  restores  it,  similia  similibus !  1  The  holy 
horror  by  which  the  fact  will  be  regarded  by  many,  can  only 
be  equalled  by  that  occasioned  by  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
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Homceopathie  system  by  the  crowned   heads  of  Europe.     But 
let  us  be  more  explicit,  and  come  to  tlie  actual  facts  in  the  ease : 

In  the  year  1S66,  Dr.  Hughes  Bennett.  Professor  of  the 
Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Physiology  in  the  University  of 
Edinburg,  delivered  the  annual  address  to  the  British  Medical 
Association,  in  the  which  certain  suggestions  relating  to  this 
action  of  Mercury,  Podophillin  and  Taraxacum  on  the  Biliary 
secretion,  were  considered  so  interesting  and  important,  that  a 
grant  of  money  was  voted  to  aid  the  Committee  in  establishing 
further  researches.  The  first  point  they  determined  OH,  WM 
that  no  definite  information  concerning  the  amount  of  bile, 
could  be  obtained  by  merely  an  examination  of  the  fin 
that  the  only  proper  manner  of  ascertaining  the  quantity 
secreted  was  the  establishment  of  biliary  fistula),  in  living  ani- 
mals, by  which  bile  might  be  collected  from  the  gall  bladder. 

In  examining  the  literature  of  the  subject,  which  was  dilli- 
gentiy  investigated  by  Dr.  Rogers,  of  St.  Petersburg,  the  com- 
mittee being  further  impressed  with  the  fact  above  noted,  thai 
mere  ocular  inspection  of  the  alvine  discharges  could  give  no 
definite  idea  concerning  the  quantity  of  the  biliary  secretion — 
concluded  to  perform  certain  experiment*  upon  healthy  dogs. 
These  researches  were  carried  on  for  over  two  years.  Forty- 
one  dogs  were  subjected  to  the  operation  of  establishing  biliary 
fistula?,  and  of  these,  thirty-three  cases  wore  successful. 

It  will  be  necessary  for  tie  to  give  a  condensed  account  of  this 
most  interesting  report,  which  is,  in  our  estimation,  probably 
one  which  is  destined  to  cause  a  great  revolution  in  the  treat- 
ment of  hepatic  and  gastric  disorders.  This  committee  con- 
sisted of  "Or.  Bennett,  as  before  said,  Dr.  ChristiBOD,  Professor 
of  Materia  Medics,  ;  Dr.  Maclagan,  Professor  Medical  Jurispru- 
dence, Dr.  James  Rodgers, St,  Petersburg;  Dr.  W.Rutherford, 
Assistant  to  the  Chair  of  Physiology ;  Dr.  (.Jatnagc,  Assistant  to 
the  Professor  of  Medical  Jurisprudence ;  and  Dr.  France.  Assis- 
tant to  the  Professor  of  Materia  Mediea.  The  next  point  in  the 
report  gives  a  complete  resume  of  what  has  heretoflw 
dune  in  the  same  field.  Haller,  Schwann,  Bi.esdlot.  Nasse, 
BmDER  and  ScnMtiiT,  Arnold,  Scott.  Daltox.  Flint,  Kolliker, 
Muller.  Moslem,  have  all  experimented,  and  carefully  examined 


Editorial.  307 

the  question  and  some  have  almost  instituted  regular  provings 
of  Mercury,  Podophyllinc  and  Taraxacum  to  ascertain  the  action 
■of  these  so-called  colagogue  medicines  upon  tlie  healthy.  Some 
of  these  experiments  are  highly  interesting;  for  instance, 
those  of  Dr.  Scott  boar  so  forcibly  upon  the  issue,  that  we 
cannot  refrain  from  offering  two  or  three  of  them  for  the 
careful  consideration  of  our  readers:  On  the  13th  of 
Juno,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M.,  three  grains  of  calomel  were 
given  to  a  dog.  The  daily  average  amount  of  bile  secreted 
from  the  11th  to  the  13th  of  Juno  was  1960  grains.  On 
the  14th,  after  the  administration  of  the  mercury,  there  was 
only  1358  grains  secreted,  showing  a  diminution  of  602  grains 
in  two  days. 

On  the  16th  of  June,  six  grains  of  calomel  were  given  at  11 
o'clock  A.  M.  The  amount  of  bile  collected  on  the  morning  of 
the  16th  was  1639  grains;  that  on  the  morning  of  the  17th> 
after  the  administration  of  the  mercury,  was  518  grains,  thus 
indicating  a  diminution  of  1121  grains  in  twenty  four  hours. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  twelve  grains  of  calomel  were  given  at  ■ 
4.H0,  P.  M.,  which  caused  a  diminution  in  the  average  daily 
quantity  of  secreted  bile  of  324  grains. 

In  the  last  trial,  on  July  7th,  twelve  grains  of  the  mild  chlo- 
ride were  given  at  5.45  P.  M.  The  daily  average  amount  of 
bile  being  up  to  that  time  2658  grains.  On  the  8th  and  9th 
of  July  the  average  was  1724  grains,  showing  an  average  dimi- 
nution of  934  grains  in  the  daily  average  quantity  of  bile  secreted 
after  the  administration  of  the  calomel.  These  are  most  won- 
derful facts,  and  will  stir  the  medical  world — we  mean  the  "dfd" 
medical  world — to  the  center  of  its  Allopathic  heart.  In  the 
report  before  us  there  are  also  minute  directions  for  the  per- 
formance of  the  operation  for  Biliary  Fistulie,  but  our  space 
forbids  us  entering  upon  the  interesting  topic.  This  is  followed 
by  directions  for  collecting  the  bile,  and  following  this,  an  ex- 
tensive and  elaborate  table,  showing  the  constitutional  effects 
of  mercury  on  six  dogs,  three  being  without  and  three  with  biliary 
fistulie,  the  object  being  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  the  exis" 
tence  of  a  biliary  fistula  affected  the  action  of  the  mercurial ; 
five  of  them  were  completely  salivated.    But  wc  cannot  extend 
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our  observations  further.  The  report  occupies  fifty -two  closely 
printed  pages,  in  the  which  lire  twenty-six  tables  of  great  im- 
portance. All  wo  can  do  is  to  quote  a  few  .words  from  the 
''conclusions  regarding  the  cholagogue  action  of  mercury"  which 
thus  reads  i 

"The  foregoing  observations  seem  to  us  clearly  to  show  that 
Pil.  Hydrarg,  calomel,  eorosive  sublimate  when  given  to  dogs  in 
either  small,  gradually  increased,  or  in  large  doses,  do  not  in- 
crease the  biliary  secretion  ;  they  do  not  even  influence  it  so 
long  as  neither  purgation  nor  impairment  of  health  arc  pro- 
duced, but  they  diminish  it,  us  soon  as  they  do  either  or  both." 
The  committee  then  proceed  to  answer  tiie  objection,  that  dogs 
and  the  human  species  are  .similarly  acted  upon,  and  state,  "But 
have  we  any  reason  to  conclude  that  in  the  present  instance 
there  exists  such  difference  in  the  uction  of  mercury  as  to  pre- 
vent any  inference  being  drawn  from  the  do-j;,  regarding  man? 
All  the  facts  with  which  we  are  acquainted,  show  that  it  is  le- 
gitimate to  infer  that  the  action  of  mercury  ought  to  be  regarded 
,  as  similar  in  both  cases."  Wo  leave  our  readers  to  consider 
further  the  great  importance  of  the  subject  which  we  have  en 
deavored  to  introduce  to  their  notice,  with  the  words  of  a  leader 
in  the  British  Medical  Journal  for  May  1869.  The  article  reads 
thus,  after  remarking  upon  the  wonderful  nature  of  the  dis- 
covery. "  The  refutation  of  a  wide-spread  error  of  this  kind,  is 
much  more  important  than  the  establishment  of  a  new  truth, 
inasmuch  as  the  mischief  inflicted  by  the  universal  assumption 
of  a  false  rule  of  medical  practice  produces  injury  which  it  is 
impossible  to  estimate. 

"Whatever  opinion,  therefore,  be  held  as  to  the  value  of 
mercurials  in  hepatic  diseases,  no  .one  can  doubt  that,  looking  at 
their  powerful  effects  on  the  human  frame  for  good  or  for  evil, 
the  conclusions  involved  in  tho  Report,  if  correct,  constitute  an 
o  gain  for  medical  knowledge."     Ameu  !  say  wc. 


THE  HOMlEOPATHir  D1XPEXSAHY  OF  CIXC1SNATI. 


This  institution,  we  are  pleased  to  see,  ia  in  a  live  condition, 
md  the  physician,  Dr.  J.  A.  Cloud,  who  has  charge  of  the  Dis- 
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peusary,  appears  to  be  deeply  interested  in  its  welfare.  The 
following  is  the  report  of  a  single  month,  and  speaks  well  forits 
prosperity : 

Number  of  cases  remaining  over  from  last  month 46 

.Keceived  during   tbo  month 76 

Recovered  during  the  month 67 

Sent  to  hospital S 

Died 1 

Remaining  under   treatment 49 

Office  patients 97 

Out-door  patients 25 

Visits   made 127 

Prescriptions  made 329 

Medical   case*    attended 11G 

Surgical  cases  attended <i 

The  only  item  wo  could  wish  altered  is  the  last.  Instead  of 
>-ix  cases  of  surgery  we  would  have  at  least  treble  the  number 
But  the  world  was  not  made  in  a  day,  neither  can  Homoeopathic 
■surgery  be  cultivated  in  a  short  period.  Time  will  remedy  these 
things. 


THE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  SEW  JERSEY. 

The  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Soci- 
ety of  New  Jersey  was  held  yesterday  afternoon,  at  the  rooms 
■of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  at  which  there  were 
members  present  from  all  parts  of  the  Stale. 

The  President,  Dr.  J.  3.  Youlin,  of  this  city,  occupied  the 
■chair,  and  Dr.  L.  Dennis,  of  Newark,  acted  as  Secretary.  Dr. 
Youlin  opened  the  meeting  with  a  short  address,  in  which  he 
-stated  that  there  are  now  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  practicing 
Homceopathists  in  the  State,  and  advocated  the  procuring  of  a 
■charter  from  the  Legislature. 

The  minutes  of  the  annual  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

Dr.  I.  T.  Talbot,  of  Boston,  was  present  and  was  welcomed  by 
resolution  and  an  invitation  extended  to  take  part  in  the  pro- 
ceedings. Dr.  White,  of  Harlem,  was  also  present,  and  was 
invited  to  participate  in  the  proceeding. 

The  following  members  were  elected:  Drs.  S.  A,  Jones,  of 
Englewood ;  G.  S.  F.  Pfeiffer,  Camden  ;  A.  P.  Macomer,  Hack 
«n«ack ;  S.  E.  Allen,  Trenton ;  G,  B.  Durrie,  Hackensack ;  N.  C. 
Ricardo,  Passaic;  Wm.  A.  Bevin,  Keyport;  Eliphalet  Nott, 
Paterson. 
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Dr.  Talbot,  Secretary  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeo- 
pathy, addressed  the  society  on  the  duty  of  physicians  attending 
the  meetings  of  the  Society  and  contributing  to  its  workings, 
and  he  aleo  ^a?e  some  interesting  reports  of  tbe  progress  of  the 
American  Institute. 

Reports  were  received  and  disposed  of  from  the  board  of 
practice,  materia  medica,  surgery,  obstetrics  andon  publications. 

All  the  papers  presented  much  erudition  and  research,  and  the 
friends  of  Homoeopathy  in  the  State  may  bo  assured  that  in  the 
future  they  will  reach  a  much  higher  standard  than  they  have 
yet  attained. 

Committees  were  appointed  to  revise  the  constitution  and  by- 
laws ;  to  procure  a  charter  from  the  Legislature,  and  a  resolution. 
tor  the  establishment  Of  a  bureau  on  Pharmacology  was  adopted. 

Remarks  pertaining  to  the  interest  and  advancement  of  the 
Society  were  made  by  Dr.  Pfeiffer  and  others;  after  which  the 
gentlemen  present  were  entertained  at  the  residence  of  Dr. 
Voulin,  and  in  the  evening  they  attended  the  meeting  of  tho 
State  Medical  Society  of  New  York,  at  Cooper  Institute. 


The  Firm  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Homoeo- 
pathic Medical  Society  will  be  held  in  Milwaukee,  on  Wednesday 
October  6th,  1869,  commencing  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Members  ;ind  others  attending  the  meeting  will  report  at  the 
office  of  Drs.  Douglas  APerrino,  149,  Wisconsin  street. 

II.  B.  Dale,  M.  D.,  Cot.  Sec'y. 


General   News. 

G.  H.  Morrill.  M.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Editor. 

OriCM  Smokiso.—  During  tbe  year  1807,50,551  pounds  of  opium  were- 
imported  into  Ibis  country  prepared  for  smoking,  anil  since  that  time  the 
use  of  the  ariii  li;  1ms  been  steadily  increasing. 

Prize.— Tin-  Infant  Protection  Society  of  Lyons  has  oiltrid  a  prize  ol 
300  francs  to  the  author  of  the  best  paper,  concerning  tbe  inlluence  of 
nursing  on  the  body  and  mind  of  the  mother.  It  is  expected  that  by 
such  articles,  mothers  may  be  encouraged  to  nurse  their  children. 

Sctcres.— Dr.  Milne,  of  Oswego,  contends  that  the  silk  sutures  are 
preferable  to  any  other.  He  prepares  them  by  putting  the  silk  in  molten 
white  wax  and  allowing  it  to  remain  until  completely  saturated.  On 
removal  rub  the  was  Iram  tbe  surface  to  make  it  smooth,  sod  then  wind 
for  use. 
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Suicide. — Dr.  Day,  allopath,  of  Battle  Creek,  Michigan,  recently  con- 
victed of  producing  abortion,  was  bo  dismayed  at  bis  prospect  for  tbe 
future,  that  he  committed  suicide  by  taking  morphine. 

Mk.  John  Bl'llock,  of  Bristol,  K.  I.,  has  just  completed  his  one  hun- 
dredth year,  and  during  that  time  hni  never  drank  a  glass  of  alcoholic 
liquor  nor  used  spectacles.  He  considers  himself  good  tor  a  number  of 
years  yet. 

A  touko  German  recently  lost  hia  eyesight  by  swimming  on  bis  back 
with  his  spectacles  on.  The  sun  acted  on  the  spectacles  as  on  a  burning 
glass. 

Itcs. — Dr.  Zimmerman,  of  Breunfels,  thinks  he  has  discovered  a  spe- 
cific for  this  disease  in  the  carbolate  of  soda.  He  employs  it  in  solution, 
lfiO  to  320  grains  of  the  salt  in  about  seven  ounces  of  water,  this  to  be 
well  rubbed  into  the  affected  parts  thrice  daily.  There  is  no  irritative 
erythema  of  any  consequence  from  the  frictions,  and  all  esses,  even  the 
most  inveterate  ones,  are  completely  cured  iu  two  or  three  days. 

Worms. — Dr.  Dow,  of  Nashville,  reports  the  case  of  a  child  ten  months 
old  who  discharged  over  1,500  worms  in  one  week.  The  worms  were 
principally  lumbricoides.  Some  of  them  were  thrown  up  from  the 
stomach. 

Dr.  Ladclci,  a  Hon iieopatl list,  has  been  appointed  Professor  of  Botany 
at  Rome. 

Tub  Cause  of  Hydrophobi a.  —  Capello,  the  great  Italian  physician, 
contends  that  spontaneous  hydrophobia  has  its  origin  in  tbe  unsatisfied 
necessities  of  the  male  animal  for  the  female ;  tbe  continued  use  of  bones 
us  a  diet,  owing  to  the  phosphorus  which  they  contain  augmenting  the 
desire.  The  veterinary  School,  of  LyonB,  asserts  that  dogs  are  more  liable 
to  madness  during  tbe  cold  than  the  hot  weather,  and  that  most  of  the 
cases  occur  in  private  bouses,  where  exercise  and  intercourse  with  the 
female  is  more  rigorously  denied  them. 

Injection  fob  Preservino  Tim  Cadaver. — M.  Devergie  reports  to 
the  Academy  of  Medicine,  Paris,  that  bodies  injected  with  a  mixture  of 
one  part  of  carbolic  acid  and  three  parts  of  glycerine,  may  be  preserved 
several  months  without  emitting  any  offensive  odor. 

Lead  Pipes  for  Water. — Thinking  it  may  be  interesting  to  our 
readers  to  know  the  amount  of  lead  which  is  absorbed  by  common 
spring  water  while  passing  through  lead  pipes,  we  give  below  the  result 
of  an  analysis  by  Dr.  C.  L.  Rodman,  together  with  his  opinion  ss  to  its 
effect  upon  the  system : 

The  water  submitted  to  me  for  examination  was  drawn  in  the  middle 
of  the  day,  and  is  the  same   which  is  used   upon  your  table,  and   in  the. 
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preparation  of  your  food.  It  contains  little  saline  mutter,  and  is  free  from 
organic  impurities.  Lead  is  easily  detected.  The  quantity  separated 
from  one  gallon  lias  been  weighed,  and  determined  at  one-fiftieth  of  a 
grain.  Perhaps  no  one  using  the  water  will  ever  develop  positive  symp- 
toms of  poisoning.  Cases  of  unusual  and  extreme  susceptibility  occa- 
sionally occur.  Doubtless  the  cuntinued  introduction  of  lead  into  the 
system  is  injurious,  though  the  quantity  be  too  small  to  produce  eharac- 
terittk  effects.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  against  the  use  of  water  hi 
which  the  presence  of  lead  can  be  demonstrated. 

Imperfect  Development.— Dr.  Groux,  a  native  of  Hamburg,  now 
practicing  medicine  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  has  no  breast  bone  or  sternum. 
The  Doctor's  person  furnishes  a  fine  opportunity  for  studying  the  action 
of  the  heart,  and  may  serve  to  throw  more  light  upon  the  different  action 
of  this  important  organ. 

Analysis  op  the  Masses a,  on  St.  Regis  Bpuxo  Water,  (By  Prof. 
Mayer,  i— At  ■  temperature  of  60 -F.  the  specific  gravity  is  1.U317  that  o( 
water  1.000. 

When  taken  from  the  flasks  the  water  is  perfectly  clear  and  exhales  ;i 
strong  odor  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen.  After  exposure  to  the  air  for 
hatfaday.it  shows  a  faint  effervescence,  until  bubble*  continuing  tat 
some  time  to  rise  to  the  surface,  while  a  precipitation  of  -nlphur  occurs 
which  disappears  again  after  one  day,  when  no  more  odor  of  sulphuretted 
Hydrogen  is  perceptible. 

The  water  has  a  faintly  acid  reaction,  which  becomes  stronger  on  evap- 
orating a  large  quantity,  but  nearly  disappears  on  eviiporating  to  dryness. 

The  solid  residue  from  1000  parts  at  350  F.  is  3.38— from  one  (wine 
gallon,  l!i?.,:.  grains. 

The  following  exhibit  shows  the  composition  of  the  solid  and  gaseous 
.ngredients: 

A— In  ono  Litre.  B— In  one  Gallon. 

Chloride  of  Sodium, 1.36795  Grammes.         70.792  Grains. 

Chloride  of  Potassium, 0.00871 

Chloride  of  Magnesium 0.51308 

Bromide  of  Magnesium, 0,01153 

Bicarbonate  of  Lime, 0.08319 

Bicarbonate  of  Iron 0.00838 

Sulphate  of  Lime 1.04116 

Sulphate  of  Soda 0.06003 

Phosphate  of  Soda, 0.02203 

Hvposulphate  of  Soda, 0.07210 

Sulphuret  of  Sodium 0.02410 

Silicate  of  Soda,  and  I                    q  ifiieo 
organic    compounds,  (' 


20.927 
0.873 
4.832 
0.488 

60.931 
3.501 
1.330 
4.205 
1.405 

11.176 


8.40448  198.678 

0,0155        Grammes,  (  —  ^- 


Sulphuretted  (  a  free 

Hydrogen    i  b  half  combined,         0.0175 

Per  Gallon,  5.307  Cubic  Inches, 

The  above  analysis  shows  that  the  waters  of  the  spring  are  almost  idea- 
tu  :d  with  those  of  the  Spa,  at  Baden,  and  those  of  Eisseo  in  Germany. 

The  waters  from  this  spring  run  in  a  copious  stream  from  the  fountain 
near  the  edge  of  the  river  bank.     It  is  perfectly  clear,  cold  and  sparkling  '• 
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Original  Articles. 


A  REPLY  TO  "PATHOLOGY  vs.  SYMPTOMATOLOGY,"  BY  T.  S 
VERDT,  M.  D."  June  and  July  numbers  of  Western  Homampathi 
Observer , 

BY   GEO.    F.   FOOTE,    M.   D„    OF   BUFFALO,    N.   Y. 


Under  the  above  heading  we  are  favored  with  an  article  from 
our  Washington  friend  both  suggestive  and  witty. 

Suggestive  that  it  significantly  portrays  the  great  prevailing 
mistake  which  many  make,  who  think  and  write  upon  the  sumo 
subject,  viz :  That  to  be  a  symptomatologist  precludes  the  use 
of  a  knowledge  of  pathology,  or,  that  to  avail  ourselves  of 
characteristic  symptoms,  (Key  Notes)  wo  necessarily  abjure  a 
part  or  the  whole  of  the  gronp,  that  presents  itself  in  each  case. 

Witty  in  the  play  upon  sentences  and  faets,  that  forces  a 
smile  npon  the  reader;  although  in  some  places  and  with  some 
readers,  perhaps,  at  the  expense  of  the  writer. 

The  statement  that  pathology  vs.  symptomatology  is  an  ob- 
ject of  contention  between  high  and  low  potency  men,  is  an 
idea  existing  only  in  the  mind  of  the  author  and  others  who 
Ulieve  there  is  no  virtue  in  potentialized  medicines. 
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For  many  years  I  have  been  intimately  associated  with  the 

so-called  "  high  potency  men — puro  symptomatologisle,  all  of 
whom  find  and  acknowledge  an  efficacy  in  both  the  high  sad 
low  potencies.  And  while  all  credit  is  given  to  the  low,  expe- 
rience teaches  them  that  more  satisfactory  results  are  obtained 
in  many  cases  by  a  judicious  use  of  the  high,  than  can  be  hoped 
for  with  the  low. 

I  have  yet  to  sec  the  physician  of  this  class  who  does  not 
acknowledge  the  advantage  of  a  thorough  pathological  educa- 
tion, and  who  docs  not  avail  himself  of  the  objective  as  well  a* 
of  the  subjective  symptoms. 

The  facts  are,  the  contention  is  all  on  one  side;  and  with 
those  only  who  are — in  the  effort  to  simplify  the  practice,  by 
rejecting  the  subjective  symptoms — treating  the  disease  by  its 
name  rather  than  by  its  ultimating  expression;  selecting  tin1 
remedies  like  the  Allopathists,  on  general  principles  rather  than 
by  their  specific  effeets. 

They  are  the  physicians:?;  who  repudiate  symptomatology, 
and  thereby  fail  in  the  ■election  of  a  proper  remedy;  and  con- 
sequently fail  in  the  cure,  as  is  singularly  represented  in  the 
case  recorded  by  the  writer  to  burlesque  pure  llahnnemanism. 

He  ridicules  the  symptomatologtsts  for  being  "a  happy  set  of 
fellows,"  with  such  easy  times,  while  those  with  their  shell-bound 
pathological  and  exclusively  low  potency  ideas,  study  so  hard, 
"plunge  into  so  many  magazines,  pamphlets,  medical  essays, 
etc.,  with  less  self-sufficiency,"  and,  I  may  safely  add,  with  less 
success. 

Hard  study  does  not  aid  in  curing  the  sick  unless  it  helps  10 
knowledge  which    is  available  at  the  bed  side. 

The  Allopathists  have  been  studying  for  centuries  with  great 
seal;  sacrificing  health,  comfort,  and  even  lives.  Most  labo- 
rious  students,  worthy  a  better  result. 

But  cui  bono  ?  a  small  part  only  of  all  their  gleaning"  give  us 
any  aid  in  curing  diseases. 

The  misfortune  is,  they  have  been  on  the  high  seas  without 
compass  or  chart,  and,  like  our  author  in  the  management  of 
the  case  reported,  have  been  shipwrecked  upon  shoals  and 
hidden  rock*, 
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The  pure  Hahnnemanian,  though  a  diligent  student  from 
necessity,  no  doubt,  "  has  an  easier  time."  Having  a  system, 
no  doubt,  he  attains  his  ends  "  with  less  labor,"  and  with  satis- 
factory results.  No  doubt,  "his  conscience  is  quiet."  Then 
again,  having  comparatively  less  donbt  about  the  cure  of  his 
patient,  he  has  all  confidence  in  his  remedies.  He  can  prescribe 
and  dares  to  wait. 

He  collects  and  groups  the  symptoms  of  his  patient,  both 
objective  and  subjective,  which,  with  his  knowledge  of  path- 
ology give  him  a  clear  picture  of  the  case.  These  point  to  a 
similar  group  found  in  the  pathogenetic  and  clinical  record  of 
some  medicine,  the  giving  of  which,  cceteris  paribus,  insures  the 
cnre,  as  certain  aa  the  symptoms  of  both  correspond. 

The  pure  physiologist,  on  the  other  hand,  professes  to  treat 
his  patients  "upon  general  principles."  He  generalizes  the 
diseases  and  gives  them  names:  He  classifies  and  generalizes 
medicines  and  tries  to  adapt  them  to  the  names  of  diseases. 

Bat  the  symptomatologist  believes  that  all  generals  are  made 
up  of  particulars,  and  to  understand  the  former  involves  an  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  the  latter.  And  while  he  does  not  object 
to  a  name,  he  only  knows  the  disease  by  its  symptoms,'  objective 
and  subjective ;  and  the  more  minute  and  particular  these  are 
obtained,  the  more  perfect  the  group,  and  the  better  can  he 
select  the  curative  remedy. 

But  let  us  look  at  the  case  cited  which  was  to  have  been  so 
"  boorish  to  those  who  adopt  the  key-note  system."  The 
"facts;"  "disagreeable  facts,"  that  were  to  knock  the  under- 
standing from  beneath  alt  sy rapt omatologists,  and  annihilate  the 
teachings  of  Hahnemann. 

The  patient,  a  Miss,   aged  twenty -one,  dark  hair  and   eyes 

akin  fair,  with  a  smooth  red  eruption.     Face  a  mass  of  eruption. 

Pain  in  the  right  side  of  the  abdon.cn,   running  down  the 

thigh  and  leg  to  the  foot ;  generally  dull,  sometimes  acute  and 

sharp.     Aggravated  by  standing  or  walking  a  long  time. 

Fceces  irregular ;  constipation  followed  by  sudden  diarrhoea, 
with  fiv«  or  six  stools  within   an  hour,  which  are  repeated  in 
like  manner  after  an  interval  of  one  or  two  days. 
Appetite  variable;   keen,  and    then   poor.    Food  often   dis- 
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tresses,  with  fullness  at  tha  stomach  and  flatulence  io  the 
bowels. 

Menses  irregular;  delaying  several  days  or  anticipating. 

Urine  changeable.  At  times  normal,  at  other  times  loaded 
with  mucous,  evaporating  into  translucent  scales  or  red  sand. 
Worse  after  an  attack  of  pain.  During  the  pain,  profnse  and 
light ;  after  the  pain,  becomes  loaded  with  mucous  and  deposits 
a  sediment.  At  times, spasmodic  retention  of  the  urine,  passing 
in  drops  with  excrutiatingpain. 

Head  feels  weak  and  giddy  at  times.  Frightful  dreams  with 
night  mare.  Growing  weak  and  indolent  daily,  and  finally  an 
aversion  to  cats.  Can  feel  their  presence  in  a  room  without 
seeing  them. 

Here  is  a  picture  of  the  case  given,  which  our  learned  doctor 
attempts,  (after  his  manner),  to  cure  in  accordance  with  the 
mles  governing  the  symtomatologist.  His  first  prescription  is 
sac.  lac.  Certainly  this  was  secundum  artem,  and  the  time 
gained  should  have  led  to  the  selection  of  a  proper  remody. 
But  it  was  spent  in  "  wearying  his  head  and  strength  without 
satisfaction."  "  New  books,  old  hooka,  magazines,  medical 
essays  were  perused  for  now  light,  more  light,  and  extra  light, 
while  his  thoughts  went  through  an  elaborate  cellular  action; 
physical  agencies,  inherent  power,  toxological  effects,  natural 
functions,  pure  morbid  symptoms  of  the  vis  medicatrix  natures, 
imaginary  symptoms,  etc."  And  "after  thinking  a  great  deal 
over  the  case,  he  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  thero  was  a  tumor 
pressing  upon  some  part  of  the  abdomen. 

This,  the  reader  will  observe,  took  four  days.  A  good  syinp- 
tomatologist  would  have  suspected,  and  no  doubt  have  found  it 
the  first  day.  Another  two  weeks  spent,  (perhaps  in  more  hard 
study),  and  pressure  with  the  digits  on  different  parts  of  the 
abdomen,  wiih  the  aid  of  erudite  pathological  skill,  points  to 
Scybola.  And  the  discovery  that  the  ichole  range  of  symptoms 
were  sympathetic  only." 

Notwithstanding  this  pathological  discovery,  there  was  an 
"  intense  desire  to  relieve  the  patient  with  Homoeopathic  treat- 
ment pure." 

Mow   "pure   Homoeopathy,"  as   understood  by  the   "pure 
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symptornatologist,"  is  first,  to  select  ft  remedy,  the  pathogenetic 
symptoms  of  which  correspond  to  the  symptoms  of  the  disease. 
Second,  to  give  it  in  the  least  possible  quantities  that  will  pro- 
dace  an  impression  upon  the  system.  Third,  never  to  repeat  or 
change  the  remedy  as  long  as  the  curative  action  of  the  first 
dose  continues. 

The  medicines  selected  in  the  caso  were  "Nuv.  V.,  Graph, 
Op.  Plumb,  etc.,  etc.,  given  high  and  low,  carefully  for  a  sufficient 
time ;   but  no  results." 

Bnt  why  no  resultb  ?  Simply,  becanse  in  tbo  selection  of  the 
four  remedies  mentioned,  (the  two  etcs.  not  included),  the  very 
first  rule,  as  given  above,  is  violated.  Their  pathogenetic  or 
clinical  symptoms,  do  not  correspond  to  the  group  of  symptoms 
as  given  by  the  patient,  all  of  which  goes  to  prove  that  a  great 
amount  of  pathological  learning  without  symptomatology  may 
leave  us  quite  in  the  dark  as  to  the  curative  drug. 

And  now,  forsooth,  this  careful  administration  of  Homceo- 
pathy(?)  is  laid  aside  and  pathology  assumes  the  prerogative. 
"A  bold  treatment"  was  commenced,  viz :  "a  system  of  copious 
and  solvent  cnemata;"  This,  with  the  Homceopathic  pure(?) 
treatment  first  given,  continued  at  least  six  months.  Patient 
growing  "terribly  worse."  Two  months  are  now  passed  in  tak- 
ing twenty-four  bottles  of  sweet  oil  without  benefit.  And  now 
she  is  sent  to  Dr.  Baxter,  TJ.  S.  A.,  who  puts  her  under  system- 
atic applications  of  dissolvent  enemas  and  with  a  simple  milk 
diet.  No  solids,  no  cathartics,  and  only  small  doses  of  Stramo- 
nium or  Hyosciamus  per  rectum,  to  quiet^pain  or  nervousness  ; 
with  cups  and  blistering,  and  the  galvanic  battery.  Three 
months  more,  and  in  the  time  the  patient  "  passed  327  lumps 
clayish  and  hard."  "  The  tumor  in  the  side  in  greatly  dimin- 
ished, and  she  hopes  the  last  remnant  will  soon  pass  off."  "  The 
sympathetic  symptoms  all  disappeared.  The  skin  was  clear 
but  the  patient  was  very  weak,  but  gaining. 

Here  the  history  of  the  case  ceases  and  I  fully  accord  to  the 
fact  expressed  by  the  writer,  that  tho  case  does  not  throw  much 
credit  on  him.      And,  I  might  ad-i,  none  to  the  school  of  thera- 
peutics he  advocates. 
The  unwritten  future  of  the  patient  I  will  venture  to  prog- 
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nosticatc,  if  she  continues  to  live— viz :  a  retnrn  of  all  the  old 
troubles  in  an  aggravated  form  or  a  metastasis  of  the  disease  to 
some  equally  vital  organ  with  great  suffering  and  an  untimely 
end. 

The  great  mistake,  great  and  lamentable;  the  mistake  that  the 
Allopatbisis  as  well  as  our  author  makes,  is  in  taking  a  single 
expression  of  a  disease  for  the  disease  itself.  Hence,  in  the 
case  referred  to,  he  finds  what  would  seem  to  be  Scybala,  and 
assumes  this  to  be  the  cause  of  the  suffering,  and  says  "  all  the 
other  symptoms  are  sympathetic. 

Now  the  facts  are,  the  Scybala  was  but  one  of  the  expres 
sions  of  some  vital  disturbance — an  objective  symptom,  if  yon 
please — which,  when  joined  to  all  the  others,  helped  to  makeup 
the  group  of  symptoms  which  the  pure  -symptomatologist 
would  havo  made  available  in  selecting  the  proper  remedy. 
And  it  would  have  been  a  remedy  with  a  dynamic  power  equal 
to  the  emergency;  the  specific  effects  of  which  would  manifest 
itself  through  the  diseased  tissues  up  to  the  first  cause  existing 
in  the  vital  forces. 

The  removing  of  Scybala  by  "  a  systematic  application  of 
dissolving  enemata"  does  not  reach  the  cause  of  the  disease, 
therefore  does  not  cure  it. 

That  it  did  not  reach  the  cause  is  made  manifest  by  the  fact 
that  they  were  continually  forming  while  being  washed  away. 
Three  hundred  and  twenty-seven  lumps,  some  as  large  as  an 
English  walnut,  were  passed  within  three  months.  Of  course 
these  did  not  exist  in  such  quantities  at  any  onetime,  especially 
at  the  commencing  of  the  treatment,  if  we  can  rely  upon  the 
writer's  measurement  of  the  tumor,  or  the  patient's  statement, 
;.hat  she  was  "  oa  flat  as  a  board." 

And  now,  with  all  due  modesty,  I  propose  to  accept  the  chal- 
lenge, and  venture  the  selection  of  a  medicine  which  I  feel 
certain,  eateris  paribus,  would  have  cured  the  patient,  had  it 
been  given  a  la  Hahnemann,  with  confidence,  and  I  say  with 
confidence,  because  the  anti-symptomatologists  having  no  faith 
in  their  own  works,  nor  in  Homceopat hie  medicines  do  not  wait 
for  a  curative  effect  of  single  remedies,  or  of  single  doses. 
Hence,  they  repeat,  or  alternate,  or  pour  down  a  multiple  of 
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aedicinoa  until  the  system  is  so  surcharged  with  accumulated 
rritations,  that  it  has  no  chance  for  a  healthy  reaction,  no 
;liance  for  a  response  to  a  well  selected  drug  if  given. 

So  far  then,  as  we  may  judge  of  the  case  by  the  symptomB 
given,  I  should  have  selected  for  the 
Head,  which  was  weak  and  giddy,  Lye. 
Sleep,  with  frightful  dreams  and  nightmare,  Lye. 
Face,  with  its  mass  of  eruptions,  Lye. 
Appetite,  varying,  very  keon  or  very  poor,  Lye. 
Stomach,  distressed  by  food  and  with  fulness,  Lye. 
Abdomen,  with  flatulence,  and  with  a  pain  in  the  right  side, 
dull  or  acute,  extending  down  the  thigh  and  leg,  Lye. 

Stools,  which  were  irregular,   constipated  and  knotty,  with 
diarrhoea,  Lye. 

Urine,  also  irregular,  light  colored  or  turbid,  with  mucous, 
red  sand  deposits,  spasmodic  retention  and  bloody,  Lye. 
Menses,  anticipating  or  delaying  the  time  of  appearance,  Lye. 
Mind,    with   aversion  to  cats,  feeling  their  presence,   (the 
writer's  Key  Note),  Lye. 

See  Sym.  Codex  where  a  remarkable  correspondence  of  the 
symptoms  will  be  found.  Even  the  mental  state  held  up  to 
ridicule  finds  its  counterpart  expressed  by  " anxionsness,  fear- 
fulness,  timidity,  fear  of  phantoms,  alarmed  with  imaginary 
sights,  extremely  sensitive,  nervousness,"  etc. 

Lycopodium,  then,  was  the  remedy  for  the  case  so  far  as 
understood,  and  a  single  dose  of  a  high  attenuation  should 
hive  been  given  and  allowed  to  operate  undisturbed  forty  or 
fifty  days,  according  to  Hahnemann's  directions. 

Perhaps  "a  pure  symptomatologist"  might  have  found  olhfr 
symptoms  of  value,  possibly  another  keynote.  He  mo«t  cer- 
tainly would  have  sought  for  the  prior  history  of  the  case,  with 
the  early  habits  of  the  patient;  the  seasons  of  aggravation  and 
amelioration,  etc,  all  of  which,  if  still  pointing  to  Lye,  I  should 
most  certainly  have  expected  this  remedy  to  have  reached  the 
cause  of  the  disease,  which  being  done,  the  vis  medicatrix  natuTce 
^oold  soon  have  disposed  of  the  effects. 

When  the  bowels  assume  a  healthy  tone,  putting  on  the  peris- 
taltic and  vermicular  motions,  with  a  due  excretion  of  moisture 
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and  mucous,  these  lumps,  in  duo  time  readily  find  their  way  to 
the  proper  outlet  without  the  aid  of  "systematic  application  of 
dissolvent  enemas." 

And  now  a  word  about  characteristic  symptoms,   d 
notes.  Persons  disposed  to  ridicule  the  use-  of  these,  should  first 
loam  their  true  worth  and  save  some  valnablef?)   ammunition 
spent  in  shootingal  imaginary  game. 

Characteristic  symptoms  are  those  of  any  drag,  which  have, 
by  oft  repeated  clinical  experience,  proved  themselves  curative. 
Now  as  no  one  cau  commit  to  his  memory  for  ready  use  but  a 
few  of  the  medicinal  symptoms  from  our  vast  collection,  the 
most  prominent  of  those  confirmed,  are  stored  up  in  the  mem- 
ory as  suggestive,  prominent  hints,  pointing  to  remedies  for 
more  careful  comparison,  which,  when  confirmed  and  given, 
often  prove  to  be  tho  curative  agent. 

As,  for  example,  we  have  a  patient  suffering,    among  other 
affections,  with  unquenchable  burning  thirst.    This  one  symptom 
suggests  aconite,  and  if  the  balance  of  the  symptom- 
pond  it  should  be  given. 

But  suppose,  in  addition  to  the  burning  thirst,  (he  patient 
drank  often  with  but  tittle  at  a  time.  This  is  a  characteristic 
symptom  of  nrsenicum,  which  should  he  given,  if  on  examina- 
tion it  is  otherwise  indicated. 

Again,  with  great  thirst,  suppose  the  patient  took  large 
draughts  of  water,  but  ot  long  intervals.  This  would  point  to 
Bryonia  as  a  key  note  to  bo  used  as  above.  Now  then,  having 
these  prominent  symptoms  of  the  drug,  which  experience  has 
proven  curative,  in  tho  memory;  and  as  such  symptoms  mast 
necessarily  belong  to  the  medicine  to  be  given  when  they  are 
equally  prominent  in  the  patient,  it  follows  that  the  selection  !■ 
mado  easy  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  tho  number  to  select  from 
is  reduced  to  those  containing  these  symptoms  as  characteris- 
tics.    Hence  their  use, 

Now  this  is  all  there  is  of  tho  key  note  bug  bear.  No  "  pure 
symptomatologist,"  no  "pure  Hahnemann  inn,"  no  "high  po- 
tency man"  has  ever  thought  or  suggested  the  use  of  these  in 
,  and  all  this  hue  and  cry  about  this  imaginary 
Indeed  it  is  nothing  new.     Every  earnest, 
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Homoeopath  iat.  from  the  daya  of  Hahnemann  to  the  present 
time,  has  been  in  the  effort  to  store  his  mind  with  the  most 
prominent  pathogenetic  symptoms  and  with  their  clinical 
results;  using  the  knowledge  thua  obtained  by  himself  and 
c-o-laborers  as  practical  hints,  characteristic  symptoms,  key 
notes,  Buggeatrves  of  the  medicines  for  more  careful  compari- 
sons. 

But  this  complaining,  coming  as  it  does  from  the  anti-symp- 
tom atologists  and  and  low  potency  doctors,  is  but  a  comment 
upon  their  consistency;  For  the  cry  among  them  has  ever  been 
for  epitomes,  fewer  pathogenetic  symptoms,  and  for  plans  to 
lessen  the  labor  in  selecting  remedies. 


POISONING   WITH  CORALLIN. 


Dr.  Tardicn,  of  Paris,  presented   the   following  history    of 
poisoning : 

In  May  1868  he  was  consulted  by  a  patient,  a  young  man, 
aged  twenty-threo  years,  (free  from  struma  on  his  body),  for  a 
very  acute  and  painful  vesicular  eruption  on  both  feet,  which, 
on  a  superficial  examination  might  be  recognized  as  an  Eczema, 
but  a  minute  examination  showed  that  the  exanthem  extended 
only  ob  far  as  the  feet  were  covered  by  the  socks.  The  skin  on 
these  parts  was  greatly  inflamed,  swollen,  and  uniformly  red, 
and  especially  on  the  plantar  pedis,  covered  with  innumerable 
large  blisters  (confluent)  filled  with  a  sero-purulent  fluid.  The 
patient  complained  of  general  malaise,  had  fever  and  pain  in 
bead  and  stomach.  The  Doctor  ordered  some  emollients  and 
gave  some  advice  regarding  the  wearing  of  the  shoes.  The 
patient  felt  bettor  after  a  few  days,  but  it  was  three  weeksuntil 
bi»  feet  were  cured.  The  seat  and  the  peculiar  form  of  the 
eraption,  caused  the  physician  to  consider,  at  the  first  examina- 
tion, the  application  of  a  local  nature,  and  thought  at  once  of 
the  socks,  which  were  of  red  silk,  and  which  the  patient  had 
worn  a  few  days.  No  mineral  poison  could  be  detected  at  the 
feat  examination  of  the  socks,  but  nevertheless  the  doctor  was 
"juite  positive  that  these  eocks  contained  in  the  dyestuff,  some 
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violent  irritant.  Some  time  after,  a  second  and  analo— 
presented  itself  to  the  Dr.  T.,  a  friend  of  the  former  patient,  who 
also  was  wearing  socks  of  the  above  mentioned  make.  And  in 
September  following,  T.  read  of  similar  observations  made  by 
the  professor  of  chemistry,  Bidard,  of  Rouen.  The  socks  came 
from  England,  wore  of  a  violet  color,  and  had  round,  red  stripes 
worked  in  them.  The  inflammation  of  the  surface  of  the  feet 
was  exactly  congruent  with  the  silken  stripes,  and  an  examina- 
tion showed  that  the  violet  color  contained  Anilinandthc  red, 
Coral!  in. 

Immediately  after  this,  Dr.  T.,  in  connection  with  Dr.  Itous- 
sin,  made  a  number  of  physiological  experiments,  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  effects  of  this  toxical  substance.  A  small  portion 
of  the  extract  of  Corallin  dissolved  in  water,  was  injected  under 
the  skin  of  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh  of  a  dog,  a  rabbit  and  a 
frog,  The  frog  died  in  four  hours,  the  dog  in  thirty-six,  and 
the  rabbit  in  fifty  hours.  The  two  latter  animals  had,  till  their 
last  moments,  excessive  evacuations.  These  facts  pointed 
directly  to  the  poisonous  property  of  the  red  dye-stuff.  Not 
satisfied,  however,  with  these  results,  and  to  produce  stronger 
evidences  upon  this  point,  T.  at  once  sent  to  the  discoverer  of 
Corallin,  Persoy,  who  returned  to  him  threo  specimens:  first, 
entirely  pure;  second, red  Corallin,  as  used  in  trade;  and  third, 
yellow  Corallin.  T.  and  B.  began  their  experiments  with  the 
pure  article,  and  obtained  the  following  results: 

A  dog  of  middling  size,  when  fifteen  centigrammes  of  Coral- 
lin were  injected  under  tho  skin,  was,  during  the  first  two  days; 
surly,  depressed,  without  appetite,  and  had  diarrhoea.  On  the 
third  day  he  appeared  to  be  better,  but  as  the  thigh — tho  injec- 
tion point — became  painful,  the  animal  cried  and  walked  lame. 
On  the  fourth  day  a  second  injection  was  made  of  twenty  centi- 
grammes, after  which  nearly  the  same  symptoms  as  at  the  first 
time,  were  manifested,  but  with  more  severity,  and  three  days 
following  the  dog  died. 

A  rabbit  was  subjected  to  the  same  operation,  with  the  same 
preparation,  to  ten  centigrammes  per  dose ;  tho  animal  died 
under  the  same  circumstances  as  the  dog,  on  the  fourth  day. 

n  earlier  yet,  after  five  centigrammes  bud  been 
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injected.  The  pathological  condition  of  the  organs  of  these 
poisoned  animals,  were  of  great  interest.  At  the  injected 
point,  a  violent  inflammation  of  the  cellular  tissue,  with  puru- 
lent infiltration,  was  observable,  the  stomach  was  healthy,  the 
intestinal  canal  was  filled  enormously  with  diarrhceic  excre- 
ment, and  showed  signs  of  an  intense  inflammation  of  the 
mucous  membrane.  The  liver  was,  in  all  cases,  in  a  state  of 
fatty  degeneration.  Bat  the  most  substantial  Bign  of  the  pois- 
oning was  found  in  the  lungs  of  the  dog,  and  more  so  in  that 
of  the  rabbit.  The  surface  of  the  lungs  exhibited  a  uniform 
scarlet  red  color,  so  that  the  lobular  division,  and  vessels  were 
obliterated.  By  means  of  an  ingenious  chemical  process,  Dr. 
Houssin  was  enabled  to  extract  from  the  lungs  and  liver,  the 
Corallin,  and  dyed  some  silk  with  it. 

Dr.  T.  considers  the  Corallin  as  one  of  the  most  violent  irri- 
tating poisons,  which  should  be  entirely  banished  from  the 
industrial  pursuits.  In  conclusion,  T.  calls  attention  to  the  fact 
that  this  dye-stuff  is  the  first  poisonous  one  known,  as  belong- 
ing to  the  organic  class,  while  othor  poisonous  dye-stuffs,  as 
arsenic,  lead,  etc.,  are  inorganic  bodies. 
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L.  H.  Willabd,  M.  I>.,  Editor. 
POLYPUS  OF  THE  LEFT  TRUE   VOCAL  CORD. 

B?  A.   B.   BEISS,    M.   D.,   VIENNA,   AUSTRIA. 


H.  R.  appeared  on  the  10th  of  July  '69,  at  the  ambulatorium 
of  this  place  for  disease  of  the  larynx,  with  an  affection  of  the 
throat  of  two  years  standing. 

Some  twenty-four  months  ago,  the  patient,  for  the  first  time, 
perceived  that  his  organs  of  speech  were  not  perform- 
ing their  functions  with  their  accustomed  ease.  Without 
being  able  to  assign  it  to  any  cause,  hoarseness  made 
its  appearance'.    This  came  on   gradually  and  kept  increasing 
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steadily.    During  clamp  ami  wet  weather,  there  was  generally 

an  exacerbation,  but  not  soasarule.     Jt  would  again  eel 
a  change,  of  the  weather;   not  to  an  extent,  however,    to  leave 
lie  patient  perfectly  free  from  his  trouble.     There  was    always 
more  or  less   hoarseness  present,   which   continued  to  progress 
with  an  almost  mathematical  exactness. 

Tne  patient  wandered  from  physician  to  physician.  Vtl 
treated  by  each  for  chronic  catarrh.  Their  efforts  t" 
health  remained  useless.  For  some  two  months  past,  on\j  a> 
times,  while  coughing  or  forcibly  hawking,  speech  became  im- 
paired suddenly  and  continued  so  until  a  forcible  inspiration  mi 
made,  after  which  the  usual  condition  of  things  manifested. 

Being  asked  to  malic  a  diagnosis,  I  proceeded  to  do  so.  Upon 
examination,  nothing  abnormal  was  to  be  seen  in  the  traMftl 
cavity;  the  same  was  the  case  of  the  pharynx.  Then,  having 
placed  the  man  iti  the  proper  position,  I  examined  the  vocal 
box  per  larynyoscope  and  found  the  following : 

As  a  whole,  the  larynx  was  large.    The  epiglottis  wu ■■ . 
but  its  structure  and  position  were  of  such  a  physiological  nature, 
as  is  not  seldom   found,  which  condition,  (the  peculianii.-   Dl 
which  we  shall  later  loam,  when  speaking  of  this  organ  and  the 
obstacles  it  brought  forth),  presented  difiieuUies  for  the  operator. 

During  natural,  unforced  respiration,  nothing  abnormal  was 
to  be  seen  in  the  structures  seen  by  the  glass.  All  that  WU 
visible  of  the  true  vocal  chords,  was  of  a  pretty  white  color  as 
found  in  a  healthy  stale. 

The  anterior  throe-eighths  of  the  vocal  cords  could  not  be 
seen  during  ordinary  respiration,  on  account  of  the  attached 
part  of  the  epiglottis,  as  well  as  on  account  of  the  great  degree 
in  which  the  structure  inclined  backward. 

When  made  to  repeat  the  letter  A,  long  continued  and  several 
times  in  succession,  it  was  impossible  to  have  a  much  greater 
field  before  you,  than  previously  when  merely  respiring.  Thus 
far,  nothing  pathological  was  to  bo  seen;  no  catarrh,  no  ulcer  : 
with  the  exception  of  the  fact,  that  the  visible  part  of  the  rima- 
glottidis  was  notequally  closed,  (during  the  articulations)  in  from 
ind,  an  equality,  as  is  well  known,  being  the  condition  in 
It  was   evidently  not  the  result  of  paralysis,  for  the 
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muscles  answered  immediately  to  the  will,  and  the  manner  in 
which  the  fore  part  of  the  visible  segment  remained  open,  pointed 
to  a  mechanical  cause,  this  being  the  more  probable,  as  polypi 
appear  almost  exclusively  in  the  anterior  half  of  the  larynx. 
The  crico-arytcenoidei  postici,  the  only  dilators  of  the  rima, 
were  also  performing  their  function  in  an  unimpaired  manner, 
for  under  the  natural  stimulus  the  rima  opened  without  hin- 
drance. 

Now  the  patient  was  made  to  pronounce  E,  with  ahigh  pitch, 
otherwise  in  the  same  manner  as  A,  whereby  the  epiglottis  was 
raised  more  perpendicularly  than  heretofore,  and  consequently 
the  field  to  be  seen  in  the  glass  was  more  extensive  in  front 
than  formerly.    At  this  stage  of  the  examination,  something 
presented  which  evidently  was  at  enmity  with  a  healthy  state 
of  things,  viz:  a  tumor  was  attached  to  the  anterior  fourth  of 
the   less  true  vocal  cord  as  its  free  border,  where  it  assists  in 
forming  the   left  boundary  of   the  rima-glottidis.     With    the 
manoeavcrs  thus  far  made,  all  of  the  growth  could  not  be  seen  ; 
to  effect  this,  other  movements  of  the  larynx  had  yet  to  be  gone 
through  by  the  patient.    However,  the  picture  presented  at 
this  part  of  the  examination,  was  sufficient  to  give  an  explana- 
tion, a  cause  for  the  symptoms  of  the  case,  as  also  enough 
whereupon  to  build  a  diagnosis. 

The  question  now  to  be  answered,  was  to  know  whether 
there  was  a  large,  broad  and  short  pedicle;  or  one  thin  and  long 
or,  if  in  fact,  there  was  anything  to  justify  the  application  of  the 
name  pedicle,  as  also,  last  but  not  least,  the  size  of  tho  growth? 
These  particulars  were  of  importance  as  regards  the  oaso  of  the 
operator. 

To  obtain  the  assurance  of  the  reality  of  ono  or  other  of  the 
above  named  probabilities,  tho  patient  was  made  to  give  a  forci- 
ble  expiration,  and  after  this,  leaving  a  short  interval  between 
the  two,  a  forcible  inspiration.  Daring  the  expiration  the 
growth  was  thrown  upward  and  wedged  in,  as  it  were,  between 
both  true  vocal  cords.  The  tumor  was  uneven  upon  its  free 
surface,  and  by  means  of  one  of  these  elevators,  there  was  a 
mechanical  predisposition  given  to  it  to  remain  resting 
upon  the  cord  opposite  the  one  to  which  it  was  attached,  not 


Prolapsus  of  Ike  Left  True    Vocal  Cord. 

allowing  it  to  return  into  ita  pendant  posit  ion,  when  once  throw  1 
up  by  a  cough  or  forcible  expiration,  until  a  strong  inspiration 
draw  it  hack  into  the  customary  position.  This  formation  and 
stylo  of  attachment  of  the  growth  fully  explains  one  of  thi 
prominent  symptoms,  already  alluded  to. 

The  body  of  the  tumor  was  to  be  seen  at  its  attaelimcm 
above,  the  extent  of  tho  latter  below  was  only  to  be  conjee 
tared,  from  the  comparative  ease  with  which  the  pedicle  allowed 
the  movements  up  and  down. 

N"ow  it  was  clear  why  this  chronic  catarrh  had  withstood  all 
of  tho  local  application,  (to  (he  outside  of  the  neck,  of  course), 
us  ftlflo  the  host  of  internal  remedies  prescribed,  and  would  in 
all  probability  do  so  in  future.  Removal  of  the  materia  peccans, 
seemed  not  only  indicated,  but  also  the  only  relief-bringing 
method.  Having  laid  clear  before  the  patient  the  pro  and  con 
he  agreed  to  submit  to  the  operation. 

To  this  end  it  was  necessary  to  train  the  man  to  bMr 
:i  foreign  body,  not  only  touching,  but  remaining  in  con- 
tact  with  the  delicate  and  irritable  mucous  membrane  of  the 
larynx.  Th'is  pleasant  duty  was  given  me  to  carry  into  effect. 
I  took  a  flexible  larnygeal  catheter,  gave  it  the  curve  I  thought 
proper  (before  introducing)  to  allow  it  to  be  brought  in  coutacl 
with  the  growth.  After  several  attempts  and  some  changes  of 
the  curve,  I  succeeded  in  bringing  the  point  of  the  catheter  in 
contact  with  tho  object  in  question. 

The  first  attempts  at  touching  the  growth,  even  when  success- 
fully avoiding  contact  with  the  mucous  membrane  on  the  pas- 
sage thither,  were  invariably  followed  by  immediate  closure  of 
the  larynx  upon  the  catheter,  and  also  by  coughing. 

At  times  it  was  possible  for  the  catheter  to  reach  the  upper 
part  of  tho  tumor  without  touching  the  mucous  membrane  on 
the  way  thither,  but  just  at  the  moment  when  coming  in  con- 
tact with  tho  parts  diseased,  closure  of  the  larynx  and  cou^li 
were  brought  about.  This  was  the  case  for  some  three  days;  at 
he  expiration  of  which,  the  man  began  to  be  somewhat  accus- 
ttomed  to  the  irritation,  at  least,  for  a  moment.  A  week  from 
( In-  linn.'  he  was  first  trained,  it  was  decided  to  operate,  as  the 
day  before  he  could  bear  contact  with  the  catheter  quite  well 
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In  addition  to  this  preparatory  treatment,  the  larynx  was 
placed  under  the  influence  of  local  anaesthesia  in  the  morning, 
so  as  to  fit  the  patient  for  the  operation,  which  should  take  place 
jiifjt  before  noon.  An  instrument  for  the  purpose,  ivith  a  brush 
at  its  end,  having  received  the  proper  curve,  (the  same  as  of  the 
training  catheter),  was  dipped  into  chloroform  and  at  intervals 
applied  to  the  larynx,  and  as  mucb  as  possible  to  its  anterior 
half.  Then  later  the  same  instrument  was  dipped  into  a  solution 
of  one  in  twelve,  and  applied  in  the  same  way.  When  the  anaes- 
thesia was  thought  sufficient,  (for  which  no  definite  rule  can  be 
laid  down),  the  operation  began.  Suffice  it  to  say,  the  man  felt 
somewhat  sleepy. 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  first  assistant,  as  I  had  trained 
the  man,  I  was  allowed  to  begin  the  operation  and  finish  if  pos- 
sible,  for  it  has   happened  to  the  most  skillful    laryngoscopical 
operators,  that  they  were  hours  before  getting  such  hold  of  a 
polypus  as  to  allow  them  to  remove  it  with  safety  to  the  patient. 
The  instrument  used  for  the  operation  was  a  "  Polypen  Quet- 
scher,"  (polypus  compressor).     The  mechanism  is  quite  simple. 
At  the  end  there  are  two  small  blades,  one    above  the  other, 
whose   surfaces,  facing  each  other,  are  rough;  small  pyramids 
ariso   out  of  each  respective  blade,  the  apex  of  one  pyramid 
litttiDg  into  the  apex  of  the  triangular  space  between  two  pyra. 
mids  of  the  other  side.    The  working  of  the  instrument  con- 
sists in  this,  that  by  a  motion  of  the  foro  finger  forward,   the 
lower  blade  is  separated  from  the  overgoing  one.     Now    when 
the  base  or  pedicle  of  a  tumor  is  brought  between  the  two 
blades,  the  reverse  motion   as  just  made,  and  with  the  same 
finger,  will  draw   upward   the  lower  blade  and  compress  the 
attachment  of  a  growth  against  the  upper  blade,  so  that  it  will 
constrict  the  soft  tissue  that  may  have  been  thusplaced  between 
the  jaws  of  the  compressor. 

As  these  tumors,  as  a  rule,  are  not  very  large  nor  hard  in 
structure,  when  once  gotten  fairly  hold  of,  it  is  not  difficult 
to  constrict  their  attachment,  the  instrument  acting  upon  the 
principle  of  an  ecraseur. 

The  instrument  having  received  the  proper  curve,  (same  aa 
of  the  catheter),  I  introduced   it   into  the  larynx,  and   after 
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several  unsuccessful  attempts  at  getting  fairly  hold  of  thepedi-    I 
clej  I  withdrew  it,  and  in  turn   the   first  Assistant  tried  to 
remove'it.    He  was  as  unsuccessful.    The  difficulties  wereth© 
following : 

First,  Anaesthesia  was  not  sufficient. 

Second,  The  epiglottis  was  more  than  ordinarily  developed  it 
its  attachment. 

Third,  The  diameter  of  the  instrument  was  greater  than  that 
of  the  catheter,  therefore,  under  the  present  circumstances  it 
caused  an  undue  irritation  of  the  larynx,  thereby  inviting  iti 
closure  upon  the  instrument ;  this  almost  always  happening,  (as 
fortune  would  have  it),  when  about  to  seize  the  base  of  the 
tumor  between  the  blades.  The  excitement  of  the  patient, 
knowing  the  operaiton  was  taking  place,  and  the  eight  of  the 
unaccustomed  instrument,  assisted  in  bringing  this  about,  e?en 
if  the  diameter  of  the  new  instrument  had  not  proved  the 
greater  power  of  irritation. 

To  do  this  (seize  the  tumor,)  it  was  necessary  to  bring  the 
lower  blade  below  the  rima  glottidis,  into  the  trachea,  then 
again  to  raise  it  up  under  the  base,  at  the  same  time  securely 
fastening  tho  latter.     These  were  not  the  greatest  difficulties. 

Fourth,  The  epiglottis  was  in  the  way,  obstructing- 
vision.  This  was  the  principal  barrier  against  an  other- 
wise easily  performed  operation.  The  epiglottis  was  leaning 
backward  in  a  more  than  ordinary  degree,  thereby  cov- 
ering just  that  part  of  the  larynx  which  most  needed 
to  be  seen,  viz :  that  whereupon  the  tumor  was  attached. 
Had  it  not  been  necessary  to  go  below  the  rima  glotttdi* 
and  return  again — for  these  movements  it  required  to  be 
open — the  operation  could  have  been  mado  much  more  easily- 
Had,  for  instance,  the  growth  been  fast  to  the  upper  surface  of 
the  vocal  cord  it  would  have  been  necessary  to  close  the  rima  in 
order  to  have  the  cord  present.  The  same  sound  given  in  a  high 
pitch,  that  would  have  produced  closure  of  the  rima  glottidis, 
would  in  addition  have  raised  the  epiglottis,  consequently  wouW 
have  presented  the  picture  of  the  case,  thereby  making  it  pos- 
sible to  seize  the  tumor  quickly  and  at  the  same  time  being; 
able  to  make   traction  properly. 
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In  this  caso  however,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  have  the 

ma  glottidis   as  widely  open  as  possible,   to  allow  the  Lower 

:i<lo  of  the  instrument  to  pass  through  it  into  the  traehea,  and 

again  raise  it  and   seize  the  desired  object;  therefore,  you 

:tld  not  let  the  articulation  of  those  sounds  tako  place  which 
mid  raise  the   epiglottis,   for  in  that  case  you  would  effect 

>*ure  of  the  rima,  a  condition  just  the  reverse  of  the  one 

•iired.  The  only  way  to  keep  the  rima  open  regularly,  was 
allowing  the  patient  to  breathe  naturally. 

1  again  tried  to  effect  a  result,  went  down  to  the  tumor  wiih 

if   instrument   and   as   carefully  as   possible  noted  the  place 

i-t  where  the  epiglottis  touched  it.     At   this  point  1  made 

bend  in     the    instrument,    the    convexity    of    which  was 

rued  against  the  posterior  surface  of  the  epiglottis.  The 
!  ject  in  doing  this  was,  that  when  the  blades  of  the  instrument 

'  re  down  at  the  rima  glottidis,  and  just  before  separating 
liem  and  sending  the  lower  one  into  the  trachea,  the  convexity 

i;ide  in  the  instrument  at  the  epiglottis  should  serve  to  push 

rward  this  structure,  thereby  making  it  possible  to  see. 

The  result  was  not  that  desired,  for  instead  of  being  pushed 
1  rward,  the  epiglottis  enfolded  the  instrument  with  its  free  bor- 
icrs,  embracing  it  on  three  sides.  After  wasting  much  of  my 
■we  and  the  patient's  patience,  I  finally  succeeded  in  getting 
l«old  of  part  of  the  base,  after  the  above  manner.  Then  tho 
patiunt  closed  the  larynx,  worked  so  strongly  with  his  laryngeal 
innscles  that  my  hand  could  well  feel  the  motions  conveyed  it  by 
the  instrument.  Of  course  I  had  tho  latter  in  my  hand  all  the 
while.  It  was  the  intention  to  wait  a  short  time  and  see 
whether  this  would  not  subside,  so  that  I  could  then  go  on,  and 
by  proper  manoeuvre  arrive  at  the  result. 

This  was  not  the  case,  I  was  compelled  to  let  go  my  hold, 
(for  the  patient's  safety),  go  down  with  both  blades  into  the 
trachea  and  there  close  them  and  bring  out  the  instrument.  In 
doing  this  of  course  I  was  solely  guided  by  feeling.  It  was 
now  clear  that  we  must  secure  and  become  master  of  the 
epiglottis.  This  was  arrived  at  by  piercing  that  cartilage  with 
"i  instrument,  (made  for  the  special  purpose),  at  the  same  time 
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passing  a  double-twisted  waxed  thread  through  it,  to  govern 
its  position. 

Here  a  trivial  obstacle  presented,  the  curve  made  by 
the  upper  free  extremity  of  the  epiglottis  was  so  wide,  that  with 
tho  instrument  alone,  it  was  qpt  possible  to  pass  a  thread 
throught  it;  to  this  end,  I  pressed  tho  free  border  against  the 
instrument  of  the  operator,  thereby  assisting  him  in  arriving  at 
tho  desired  result 

The  first  Assistant  now  introduced  the  instrument,  while  I 
held  the  bound  epiglottis  forward  and  upward,  so  that  in  a  short 
time  be  had  the  tumor  at  its  pedicle,  for  now  all  could 
be  well  seon.  He  compressed  the  pedicle  with  a  firm  and  strong 
force,  made  some  careful,  slowly  undulating  movements  and 
brought  out  the  tumor,  hanging  fast  to  the  instrument  by  Tseaas 
of  a  few  shreds  of  pathological  tissue. 

All  of  the  growth  was  now  removed  from  tbe  cord  excepting 
a  tew  shreds,  to  which  I  applied  caustic  with  an  instrument 
which  perfectly  enclosed  it,  thus  preventing  the  caustic  from 
doing  damage.  Arriving  at  the  point  where  I  desired  to  cau- 
terize, I  freed  the  substance  from  its  protection  by  a  movement 
of  the  forefinger,  did  what  was  needed,  again  covered  the 
caustic  by  making  a  reverse  motion  with  the  same  fingers,  and 
withdrew  tho  instrument.  In  due  time,  also,  the  gubernator  of 
the  epiglottis  was  removed,  id  est  the  thread. 

After  the  operation  the  parts  were  irritated  and  injected.  It 
could  not  be  otherwise.  Voice  was  much  clearer  than  before 
the  operation,   although   hoarseness  was  still   remaining.    As 


The  next  day  the  hoarseness  had  not  abated,  although  tho 
injected  vessels  of  tbe  mucous  membrane  looked  not  so  angry 
as  the  day  before.  The  eschars  of  tho  shreds  were  all  to  bo 
seen.  There  was  an  inflamed  circle  aronnd  the  puncture  of  the 
epiglottis.  The  puncture  itself  was  not  to  be  seen,  as  the  loose 
mucous  membrane  had  covered  it. 

Second  day  as  the  first,  only  the  general  appearances  were 
better. 

Third  day,  hoarseness  the  same.  The  larynx  almost  normal 
j„~i.:__      <pne   KO\m  0(-    tne  mucou9   membrane  almost    as   in 
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health.     There  was  no  feeling  of  discomfort  in  the  larynx  as 
formerly. 

Fourth  day,  all  parts  look  better  than  the  previous  day 
Hoarseness  began  to  abate  and  continued  so  in  proportion  as 
the  eschars  foil  away.  Ten  days  afrcr  the  operation,  the  voice 
was  almost  as  clear  and  distinct  as  formerly  when  in  health  ;  so 
sayeth  the  man. 


RHODODENDRON  IN  HYDROCELE  AND  OVARIAN  C78T8. 

Dr.  Ozauam,  {Bulletin  de  la  Soc.  Med.  Apriltl&,  '69,)  cites  a 
number  of  cases,  where  hu  employed  Rhodo.  A  boy,  aged  lj 
years,  suffered  from  hydrocele,  Rhodo.  6  potency,  internally  and 
locally,  compresses  saturated  with  a  solution  of  the  same  medi- 
cine, removed  the  difficulty  in  one  month.  After  ton  days  treat- 
ment a  marked  diminution  was  observed. 

A  boy  six  years  of  ago  had  already  two  attacks  of  hydrocele, 
the  first  about  two  years  ago.  This  patient  was  curod  with 
Rhodo.  in  one  month.  A  year  and  a  half  after,  ho  had  another 
attack,  caused  by  a  long  ride  upon  a  donkey.  The  parents  did 
not  call  for  advice  until  three  months  after  tho  attack;  Rhodo 
internal  and  locally  produced  a  speedy  cure. 

In  several  cases  of  long  standing,  one  of  forty  years  duration, 
the  improvement  was  more  tardy,  yet  the  enlargement  has  been 
reduced  to  half  its  former  size.  The  casus  are  yet  nnder  treat- 
ment. 

Ozanam's  observation  led  him  to  the  conclusion  that  Rhodo. 
not  alone  manifests  very  positive  action  upon  the  tunics  of  the 
testicles  in  the  male,  but  also  upon  the  ovaries  of  the  female, 
and,  perhaps,  also  upon  the  fibrous  and  muscular  tissue  of  these 
organs.     Very  massive  doses  might  even  produce  a  rupture. 

Fistula  Lacrymalis. — A  girl,  aged  eleven  years,  was  brought 
to  Dr.  Kirsch  with  a  fistula  lacrymalis.  Tho  patient  was 
ordered  Puis.,  on  Aug.  13th,  (no  potency  stated).  Sept.  5thr 
Calcarea  airb.  40.     Tho  fistula  was  somewhat  diminished.    Oct 
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26th,  Silic.  100.  The  fistula  reappeared  again  as  before, 
Dee.  6 tli,  Petrol,  (no  potency  stated).  Jan.  21st,  fistula  aa  at 
last  report,  and  Catc.  carb.  40  was  ordered.  March  6th.  Petrol 
30th.  April  19th,  SiliC.  30th.  June  6th,  Calc.  carb.  30th.  The 
latter  part  of  this  month,  the  Doctor  received  a  letter  stating 
that  the  fistula  had  healed  entirely,  and  that  tbo  child  was  as 
well  as  ever,  and  has  continued  so  to  this  date,  seven  years  after 
the  treatment.  Dr.   Kirbch,   Sr. 
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LABOR  COMPLICATED  WITH  UTERINE  TUMOR. 

Mrs.  McG.,  aged  thirty,  Primipara,  was  taken  with  labor  on 
night  of  27th  of  June,  when  I  was  sent  for.  Upon  examina- 
tion I  found  the  abdomen  unusually  large ;  the  right  upper 
angle  of  the  nteriis  seemed  to  bo  divided  into  two  parts  by  a 
sulcus,  the  smaller  portion  feeling  like  a  globular  tumor,  larger 
than  a  foetal  head,  the  pains  appearing  to  be  spurious.  I  left 
Pulsatilla  3d  to  be  given  every  two  hours,  and  told  the  family  I 
suspected  a  twin  pregnancy.  Upon  my  visit  next  morning  I 
tbund  the  pains  bad  ceased  and  my  patient  pretty  comfortable. 
On  the  afternoon  of  tho  30th  I  was  again  sent  for,  found  her 
in  labor,  which  wont  on  regularly,  increasing  in  strength.  At 
4:30  a.  m.,  head  being  at  lower  strait,  soft  parts  well  dilated,  tho 
patient  complained  of  exhaustion  and  begged  to  be  delivered. 
I  applied  forceps,  and  delivered  her  of  a  live  healthy  child.  Tho 
child  being  removed,  and  tho  uterine  tumor  not  diminished  in 
size,  T  proceeded, to  examine  for  a  second  foetus.  Upon  passing 
my  hand  T  found  the  placenta  loose  in  the  vagina  (a  thing  1 
have  never  seen  in  twin  cases),  removing  tho  placenta,  I  pass  it  I 
my  hand  up  into  the  womb  and  found  at  the  upper  right  posi- 
tion, the  uterus  contracted  around  the  tumor,  similar  to  an  hour 
glass  contraction.  After  endeavoring  to  dilate  it,  I  found  It 
impossible,    censed    my    efforts,    nnd  was   therefore    unable    In 
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examine  the  character  of  the  tumor.  There  being  no  loss  of 
blood  beyond  the  normal  quantity,  I  applied  the  abdominal 
bandage,  administered  a  dose  of  Ergot  and  left  my  patient. 

She  recovered  well,  with  little  lochia!  discharge.  No  slough- 
ing of  the  tumor  even  took  place.  The  only  inconvenience  she 
had,  was  having  to  lie  always  on  the  back ;  any  change  to  the 
side  producing  pain,  caused,  she  stated,  by  feeling  the  lump  fall 
to  the  side  on  which  she  turned. 

Making  inquiry  into  her  history,  she  stated  that  she  had 
always  been  very  large  as  a  girl,  ao  much  so,  that  before  her 
marriage,  very  uncharitable  remarks  had  been  made  abont  her; 
(suggestions  of  pregnancy,  etc.  That  early  in  her  pregnancy, 
the  abdomen  was  very  large,  so  that  her  friends  thought  she 
was  on  the  eve  of  confinement.  Abont  two  weeks  after  the 
birth  of  her  child  I  put  her  on  Bromide  of  Potash,  which  she 
has  been  taking  until  now,  without  making  any  impression  on 
the  tumor.  She  now  presents  the  appearance  of  a  person  far 
advanced  in  pregnancy,  but  is  active,  and  can  attend  to  her  occu- 
pations without  inconvenience,  with  the  aid  of  an  abdominal 
supporter. 

This  is  the  second  case  of  abdominal  tumor  I  have  met  with 
in  twenty  years  practice.  In  the  first  case  I  attonded,  some 
years  since,  I  feared  there  would  bo  some  hemorrhage,  for  I 
thought  the  uterus  could  not  contract  sufficiently  to  occlude  the 
uterine  veins,  but  in  neither  of  the  two  cases  did  it  occur. 

The  tumor  I  judge  to  be  a  fibroid,  as  she  never  suffered  with 
hemorrhage  at  her  menstrual  periods,  or  between  intervals. 

I  send  you  the  case,  as  interesting  in  itself,  and  as  such  cases 
may  be  of  advantage  to  younger  members  of  the  profession, 
wbo  may  he  so  situated  as  to  be  unable  to  take  the  advice  of 
elders. 

In  a  letter  some  months  baek,  I  stated  my  belief  in  the 
necessity  of  obstetricians  having  different  forceps  at  hand.  I 
have  recently  had  a  case  of  pimipara,  thirty-six  years  of  age, 
in  which  it  became  necessary  to  deliver  with  forceps,  or  by  thil 
horrible  alternative,  craniotomy.  I  applied  success ivcly,  two 
pair  of  forceps  of  modern  date,  and  was  unable  to  move  the 
head.     Happening  a  fe^  weeks  before  to  have  purchased  a  pair 
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of  long  Biuidelocques  of  very  massive  proportions).  I  applied 
them  at  list,  anil  with  my  toot  against  the  side  of  tho  bed,  and 
with  tho  exertion  of  all  my  strength,  I  succeeded  in  delivering 
a  live  child,  (weight  twelve  pounds),  and  had  the  satisfaction 
of  seeing  the  mother  recover  well. 
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The  Homeopathic  .Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York 
has  inaugurated  a  movement  which  cannot  fail  to  receive  the 
hearty  approval  of  every  adherent  and  friend  of  Homoeopathy 
in  this  country,  having  for  its  object  tho  erection  of  a  monu- 
ment commemorative  of  the  late  Dr.  ("i  ram,  the  earliest  pioneer 
and  practitioner  of  tho  system  in  Amciica. 

At  tho  recent  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  .Society  in  New 
York,  tho  proposition  was  warmly  advocated,  and  an  efficient 
committee  was  appointed  to  carry  it  into  effect.  Considering 
the  object  as  one  of  national,  rather  than  of  local  interest,  a 
number  of  woll  known  physicians  in  other  States  were  placeil 
upon  the  committee,  all  of  whom  have  readily  consented  to 
servo  in  so  good  a  cause.  Wherever  Homccopathy  has  gained 
a  foothold,  even  in  the  most  remote  regions  of  our  land,  there 
will  bo  some,  who  will  gladly  seize  this  as  a  titling  opportunity 
to  express  their  gratitude  to  the  system  by  helping  to  establish 
a  memorial  to  its  first  practitioner  in  the  Uniicd  States 
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This  learned  physician   and  estimable  man,  although  a  Dane 
by  parentage  and  education,  was  a  native  of  this  country,  liav. 
in»  been  horn   in   Boston  in  178G.     While  still  in  his  minority, 
the  death  of  his  fatber — who  bad  formerly  been   principal  Sec- 
retary    of    the  Danish    West   India  government — rendered  it 
necessary  for  liim  to  visit  Denmark,  where,  under  the  care  and 
by  the    aid  of  influential  relatives,   bis  classical   and   medical 
education  were  completed.     Soon  after  bis  graduation   he  was 
appointed  assistant  surgeon  to  a  large  military  hospital.    Hav- 
ing, by  successive  promotions,  attained  the  rank  of  surgeon,  be 
resigned  Ids  connection  with  the  hospital  in   1814,  and  devoted 
himself  to  general  practice  in  Copenhagen,  with  eminent  success. 
In  1825  he  returned  to  the  United  States,  thoroughly  quali- 
fied by  a  liberal  scholastic  and  professional    training,  extensive 
practical  experience, 'and  an  established  reputation,  for  a  success- 
ful career  in  a  new  field.     To  his  other  advantages  were  added 
a  knowledge  of  Homteopatby,  to  the  truth  of  which  lie   had 
become  a  thorough  convert,  and  to  the  dissemination  of  which 
in  his  native  land,  and  under  more  favorable  auspices  than  could 
be  hoped  for  in  the  old    world,    ho  determined  to  devote  the 
remainder  of  his  life. 

Within  a  year  after  his  arrival  in  New  York,  he  published  a 
translation  of  Hahnemann's  "Geistder Horn.  Reil-Lekre"  (Spirit 
of  the  Homoeopathic  Art  of  Healing);  but  the  entire  neglect  of 
it  by  the  medical  fraternity,  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  so  disap- 
pointed and  disheartened  him  that  he  published  nothing  farther. 
In  fact,  some  years  passed  before  he  became  known  to  any 
extent  among  his  professional  colleagues  in  New  York.  In  the 
small  circle  of  those  who  were  attracted  to  him  and  learned 
from  his  teachings  the  foundation  principles  of  the  beneficent 
medical  reformation  which  he  modestly,  but  unshrinkingly 
professed,  were  such  choice  spirits  as  Gray,  Wilson,  Cbanning 
and  Hall,  since  known  and  honored  among  us  as  worthy  master- 
builders  of  the  noble  superstructure. 

He  lived,  however,  to  see  the  system,  of  which  for  a  time  he 
was  the  sole  American  representative,  firmly  planted,  not  only 
in  New  York,  bat  in  many  other  cities  and  towns,  and  steadily 
gathering  new  adherents  in  the  ranks  of  the  profession,  and 
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gaining  grateful  mid  zealous  friends  among  the  most  intelligent 
and  cultivated  of  the  public.  His  death  occurred  Fcbmary 
26th,  1840,  fifteen  years  after  his  return  to  this  country,  at  the 
sage  of  fifty-four  years. 

"With  learning,  professional,  scientific  and  literary,  almost 
beyond  a  modern  parallel,  and  with  skill  in  his  art  which  made 
him  an  indispensable  blessing  to  all  who  knew  him;  with  the  soul 
of  a  sage  and  the  heart  of  a  Christian,  what  would  ho  not  have 
accomplished,  what  sum  of  private  benefit  and  of  general  good 
would  he  not  have  created,  could  he  have  been  spared  in  per- 
sonal peace  to  the  high  and  venerable  sanctitude  of  a  Hufeland) 
a  Hahnemann,  or  a  Blumenbach  ?" — Hull's  Homoeopathic  Exam- 
iner.  Vol.  1,  p.  102. 

His  remains  have  found  peaceful  sepulture  in  Greenwood 
cemetery,  but  his  place  of  rest  is  unmarked  by  monumental 
stone.  And  though  his  record  is  such  as  no  mere  monumental 
fame  can  advance,  yet  from  those  who  have  received  so  much 
through  him,  it  is  fit  that  a  testimonial  should  arise,  whereon 
the  conspicuous  position  which  he  held  in  the  world  of  science 
should  be  duly  perpetuated. 

An  appropriate  circular  which  accompanies  every  number  of 
this  issue  is  addressed  to  all  Homoeopathic  physicians,  and  will 
no  doubt  meet  with  a  hearty  response.  It  was  lately  presented 
to  the  physicians  of  the  Central  Illinois  State  Society,  and 
received  their  hearty  sanction  and  support,  a  committee  being 
appointed  to  procure  subscriptions  and  to  extend  its  circulation. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  of  tho  success  of  the  enterprise. 


THE  OVARIOTOMY  8P0N&S. 


In  the  June  and  July  number  of  the  Observes  we  meutiom'if 
the  fact,  that  a  sponge  had  been  left  by  mistake  in  the  abdomen 
of  a  patient  who  had  been  operated  upon  for  ovarian  tumor- 
The  Medical  Gazette  charged  the  oversight  upon  Prof.  Billroth. 


'Ike  Ovariotomy  Sponge. 
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and  we  have  seon  the  same  mentioned  in  other  periodicals.  In 
the  Afedical  Archives  for  October  we  find  the  following  excel- 
lent letter,  which,  wo  presume,  is  from  Louis  Baur,  the  cele- 
brated Orthospedic  surgeon  of  this  city.  The  communication 
is  beaded  : 


PROP.    TH. 


VS.   THE   MEDICAL   UAZETTE   OF   VIENNA. 


Messrs.  Editors: 

"  Your  readers  will  perhaps  remember  from  the  public  prints 
that  Prof.  Th.  Billroth,  of  Vienna,  has  been  charged  by  the 
Me.dical  Gazette  of  that  city,  with  having  left  a  eponge  in  the 
abdomen  of  a  woman  upon  whom  he  had  performed  ovariotomy, 
and  who  had  consequently  died  from  peritonitis.  In  order  to 
rid  himself  entirely  of  the  numerous  clandestine  and  public 
animadversions,  to  which  ho  had  been  subject  since  his  accession 
to  the  chair  of  surgery  in  the  University  of  Vienna,  two  years 
ago,  he  has  brought  an  action  for  slander  against  the  responsi- 
ble editor  of  that  periodical. 

"  From  the  proceedings  in  court,  it  appears  that  the  first  part 
of  the  charge  has  indeed  occurred,  not,  however,  in  the  practice 
of  .Billroth,  but  in  Prof.  Braun's,  who  testified,  moreover,  that 
he  patient  recovered. 

"From  an  American  standpoint,  it  seems  almost  incompre- 
hensible that  a  gentleman  of  Dr.  Billroth's  deservedly  high 
standing  and  reputation,  should  have  deemed  it  necessary  to 
ask  from  a  court  of  justice  protection  against  misrepresentations 
of  this  description,  which  we  are  used  to  treat  as  had  jokes,  or 
as  too  contemptible  to  notice.  But  it  should  be  borne  in  mind 
that  Billroth  is  a  Prussian  by  birth  and  education,  and,  as  such, 
distasteful  to  the  Austrian  profession  on  the  ground  of  national 
prejudice.  Moreover,  he  is  too  superior  to  the  surgical  talent 
of  Vienna  to  escape  its  envy.  In  fine,  we  notice  some  of  the 
competitors  for  the  position  ho  now  holds,  arrayed  against  him 
in  the  judicial  proceedings,  ill  concealing  their  enmity.  Thus 
it  seems,  a  complete  organization  has  existed  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  breaking  him  down.  This  fact,  probably,  has  induced 
aim  to  resort  to  legal  measures,  which,  no  doubt,  will  put  an 
effectual  quietus  to  professional  malevolence. 

"From  ihe  rapidity  with  which  the  above  slander  was  dif- 
fused over  Europe,  and  even  across  the  ocean,  it  must  be  interred 
thai  Prof.  Billroth's  reputation  as  n  surgeon  has  been  greatly 
damaged. 

"  Inasmuch  as  the  Austrian  law  awards  no  damages  for  slan- 
der of  character  and  professional  ability,  Billroth  could  have 
bad  no  other  object  for  pressing  his  case  before  a  court  of  law 
than  to  rectify  his  professional  standing,  and  ho  has  certainly 
chosen  the  most  effectual  remedy. 


a:i8  Boytitcn  Medical  Prize  Question. 

'■It  is   painful  to   con  temp  Is  to    these    miserable    bi 
within   the   ranks  of  a  noble  profession.     Instead  of  helping 
each  other,  profession ul   men  hut  loo  often  degrade  themselTes 
by  unworthy  means,   and    thereby    bring   disgrace    npon    the 
whole  class. "  I,     IV 


BOYL8TON  MEDICAL  PRIZE  QUE8TI08&. 


rest,   but  to  incite   u 

e  prises.     We   publish  here   tbt 


Not  only  as  a  matter  of 
friends,  to  compete  for  the  » 
questions  for  1870.     It  would  bo.  quite  au  honor  for  sea 
school    16  compete  for  t  ho    distinction;  the    pecuniary    reward 
being,  of  course  scarcely  to  be  considered. 

The  Boylston  Medical  Committee,  appointed  by  the  ' 
and  Fellows  of  Harvard  University,  consists  of  the  following 
physicians  :  John  Jeffries,  M.  D„  S.  D.  Townscud,  If,  I>„  J.  B 
S.  Jackson,  It  J).,  I>.  JI.  Storer,  Jr.  D.,  Chae,  G.  Putnam.  M.  J' . 
Morrill  Wymau,  M.  1)..  Henry  J.  Bigolow,  M.  P.,  Richard  M. 
Hodges,  M.  D.,  Calvin  Ellis,  M.  D. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  committee,  it  was  voted  that  DO 
dissertation  on  either  of  the  subjects  proposed  for  the  year  lSGfl 
was  considered  worthy  of  a  prize. 

The  following  are  the  questions  proposed  t'-,r  1870  ; 

1.  The  modern  Pathology  of  Tumors. 

2.  Aphasia,  or  the  relation  of  Brain  to  Speech. 

The  author  of  the  best  dissertation  considered  worthy  of  a 
prize,  on  cither  of  the  subjects  proposed  for  1870,  will  be  entitled 
to  a  premium  of  two  hundred  dollars. 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  post-paid, 
to  John  Jeffries.  M.  D.,  Boston,  on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday 
in  April,  1870. 

The  following  questions  are  proposed  for  1871 : 

1.  Criticisms  on  the  opinion  of  a  recent  medical  writer,  that 
(he  less  serious  diseases  of  the  oar  may  be  successfully  treated 
by  a  woll-iustructcd  general  practitioner,  and  that  the  mow 
serious  affections  arc  not  amenable  to  treatment. 

2.  Recent  advances  in  the  Pathology  and  Treatment  of 
Culancous  Disease. 
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Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  bo  transmitted  as  above, 
on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  in  April,  1871. 

The  author  of  the  best  dissertation  on  either  of  the  subject* 
proposed  for  1871,  will  be,  entitled  to  a  premium  ot  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollnrs, 

Each  dissertation  must  be  accompanied  by  a  sealed  packet,  on 
which  shall  be  written  some  device  or  sentence,  and  within 
which  Bhall  be  enclosed  the  author's  name  and  residence.  The 
same  device  or  sentence  is  to  be  written  on  the  dissertation  to 
which  the  packet  is  attached. 

The  writer  of  each  dissertation  is  expected  to  transmit  his 
communication  to  the  President,  John  Jeffries,  M.  T>.,  in  a  legi- 
ble handwriting,  and  with  the  pages  properly  secured  together, 
within  the  time  specified. 

All  unsuccessful  dissertations  are  deposited  with  the  Secre- 
tary, from  whom  they  may  be  obtained,  with  the  sealed  packet 
unopened,  if  called  for  within  one  vent-  after  they  have  been 
received. 

By  an  order  adopted  in  182(i.  the  Secretary  was  directed  to 
publish  annually  the  following  votes : 

1st.  That  the  Board  do  not  consider  themselves  as  approving 
the  doctrines  contained  in  any  of  the  dissertations  to  which 
premiums  may  be  adjudged. 

2d.  That  in  case  of  publication  of  a  successful  dissertation, 
the  author  be  considered  as  bound  to  print  the  above  vote  in 
connection  therewith. 

Henry  J.  Biqelow,  Secretary. 


Correspondence. 
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A  CALL  FOR  A  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


II 


Editor  of  the  "  Western  Komaopathic  Observer." 

Why  is  it  that  we  haqe  no  journal  published  expressly  for  the 
interest  and   advancement  of  surgery?    Is  it  because  we  are 


340 


A  Call  for  a  Surgical  Journal. 


better  rooted  than  other  schools,  that  we  have  no  need  of  such 
a  publication  ?    I  leave  you  to  answer.     There  are  many   able 
representatives  in  the  Homoeopathic  ranks  who  would  willingly 
contribute  to  the  columns  of  a  practical  surgical  journal,   and 
thus  advance  the  art  among  ns.    Enough  subscribers  could  be 
obtained  to  support  an  ably  conducted  surgical  publication,  and 
one  should  be  started  at  once.     The  meager  surgical  reports  we 
get  in  our  medical  journals  at  the  present  time  will  not  satisfy 
any  practitioner  who  wishes  to  keep  posted*    How  often  we 
hear  it  stated  in  the  Allopathic  ranks,  "  Homoeopaths   arc  not 
surgeons,  they  know  nothing  about  surgery !"  and  if  they  judge 
by  the  scanty  reports  that  are  published,  they  may  well  pass 
such  a  judgment.    This  branch  of  medical  literature  has  been 
sadly    neglected,    and   if   we  would    advance  in    the    art  of 
surgery,  we  must  have  a  good  journal  devoted  exclusively  to 
this  branch  of  medical  science,  and  show  to  the  world  what  we 
can  and  are  doing,  and  thereby  assert  our  claims.     Let  every 
surgeon  in  the  ranks  feel  that  he  has  a  work  to  do  for  our  cause 
and  the  cause  of  humanity  in  this  direction.     The  material  is 
abundant  to  make  one  of  the  best,  if  not  the  best,  surgical  jour- 
nals in  the  country.    Our  success  in  surgery  is  established,  but 
we  must  give  it  to  the  world.    No  practitioner  wishes  to  take  a 
score  of  publications  every  year  to  obtain  as  many,  or  perhaps 
a  less  number  of  surgical  reports,  because  they  go  by  the  name 
of  medical  and   surgical  journals.    Let   us  have  a  National 
Homoeopathic  Surgical  publication  containing  all  the  cream  of 
surgical  literature,  and  let  every   Homoeopathic  practitioner 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  land  subscribe  for  it 
and  not  only  subscribe,  but  work  for  its  success. 

Hundreds  of  Homoeopathic  physicians  are  taking  the  surgical 
literature  of  our  opponents,  because  wc  have  none,  and  they 
are,  by  so  doing,  helping  to  sustain  their  institutions,  and  are 
giving  them  a  whip  to  flog  us  in  return. 

When  shall  we  get  our  eyes  open  to  our  truo  interests  ? 

Let  us  have  a  National  Homoeopathic  Surgical  Reporter,  to 
commence  as  soon  as  Januarv  1870,  that  will  be  a  credit  to  the 
profession  and  our  country. 

R.  C. 


H 


General   News. 

General   News. 

G.  H.  Morrill.  M.  D.,  St.  Lovis,  Editor. 


Auoso  the  bequests  of  the  late  Philip  March,  of  New  Haven,  is  one 
or  $146,000  to  the  Connecticut  State  Hospital. 

Thb    Homoeopathic  Society   of  France   is  soon  to  open  a  hospital   in 
Paris. 

C.  H.  P.  IIoutii,  M.  I).,  in  speaking  of  some  of  the  causes  of  unpro- 
ductive marriages,  gives  the  following  as  circumstances  which  tend  to 
diminish  the  number  of  children :  The  power  of  producing  is  less  among 
the  upper  classes.  It  diminishes  with  wealth,  it  is  diminished  by 
polygamy,  by  vitiated  fund,  by  preventive  habits,  and  by  con sangui city. 
Mecca  Oil  has  been  very  highly  recommended  as  a  remedy  in  the 
treatment  of  pulmonary  consumption.  Dose,  ten  to  fifteen  drops  in  a 
teaspoonfull  of  whisky  four  or  five  times  a  day. 

Cnn.LBJ.AtN9. — Bathe  the  parts  two  or  three  times  a  day   with  a  solu- 
tion of  one  ounce  oi  alum  to  a  pint  of  water.  ' 

Uib  OF  Obstetric   Inktrcmekts. — Dr.    Thomas    Lavage   gives    the 
following  table  as  the  result  of  his  own  experience  in  the  use  of  forceps : 

1864  out  of     73  labors,  forceps  were  used      3  tiroes,  or  one  in  24  1-2 

1865  '•        134        >       15     "  "  10  1-2 

1866  "         173         >"        18      "  "  0  2-3 

1867  -         203         "           "           "         ■'        37      "  "  E  2-3 
188H        "        204        "       31      "            "            6  2-8 


HOD 
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Out  «f  these  there  were  live  children  stillborn  and  one  death  from 
(Hitrperal  fever.  In  none  of  these  wus  there  any  ill  effects  from  the  use 
of  tbe  instrument.'',  and  h«  thinks  that  by  their  use  lie  saved  many  who 
would  otherwise  Imvu  been  stillborn. 

The  first  pharmacy  under  the  direction  of  a  woman  has  .just  been 
opened    at   MonlptliiT.  France,   by    Madame    Denmcrgne,    bachelor    of 


In 


Precocious  Puheri  v.— A.  T.  ttraindage,  of  Factoryville,  Pa.,  reports 
that  a  young  girl  under  his  care  began  to  men  st  urate  regularly  at  the  age 
el  eight  years  and  one  month. 

Tmt  Hair  Suddenly  HiwoMrso  Gret. — Surgeon  Major  Farny  reports 
'hat  on  the  tilth  of  February  a  prisoner  being  conducted  before  the 
proper  authorities  to   undergo    interrogatories,  exhibited  the  following 
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phenomena :  On  realizing  the  danger  of  his  situation  lie  trembled 
violently,  terror  and  despair  were  depicted  ou  his  countenance,  and  in 
answering  questions  addressed  to  him  he  appeared  stupefied  with  fear : 
then,  under  our  eyes,  and  in  the  space  of  half  an  hour,  Ilia  hair,  which 
was  a  brilliant  black,  became  grey  on  every  part  of  his  head. 

Corns. — The  Beientific  American  says  :  Persons  troubled  with  corns, 
will  And  grout  relief  and  sometimes  absolute  cure  by  tho  application  of  a 
slice  of  lemon  to  the  affected  parts,  secured  by  a  strip  of  cloth,  on  e°'D8 
to  bed.  We  have  tried  it  on  a  painful,  hard  old  fellow,  and  found  imme- 
diate relief. 

Female  Physicians.  —  It  seems  that  the  objection  to  women  practising 
medicine  dates  back  to  1421,  a  petition  being  at  that  time  presented 
King  Henry  V,  that  "  no  woman  use  the  practyse  of  fiysik  under  pay  m 
long  emprisonment. 

Weeping. — It  is  calculated  that  one  female  crying  lufrd  all  night  with 
a  broken  heart,  will  weep  just  one  teaspoonful  of  salt  and  rain  water. 

House  Meat. — Between  April  1st  and  June  30th,  six  hundred  an  J 
five  horses  were  consumed  by  the  hyppophagists  in  Paris. 

New  Test  fob  Blood  Stasis. — An  important  test  for  blood  baa  been 
discovered  in  Australia.  It  consists  of  the  application  of  tinct  of  guaia 
cum  and  ozonized  ether,  which  produces  a  beautiful  blue  tint  with  blood 
or  blood  stains.  The  test  is  excessively  delicate.  Mr.  Bloxam  reports 
that  in  a  case  of  a  blood  stain  twenty  years  old  he  had  extracted  a  single 
linen  fibre  with  a  small  amount  of  stain  upon  it,  and  the  characteristic 
blue  color  was  immediately  induced  by  the  test,  and  readily  detected  by 
microscopic  examinations.  Ozonized  ether  is  merely  a  solution  of 
peroxide  of  hydrogen  in  ether. 

Poisoning  by  Camphor. — From  the  Journal  of  GhemUtry  we  take  the 
following :  A  child  of  three  and  a  half  years,  suffering  from  a  mild  fever, 
had  an  enema  of  five  grammes  of  camphor  suspended  in  yolk  of  egg 
administered  to  it.  This  was  shortly  followed  by  lividity  of  the  face, 
vomiting,  cold  sweat,  and  convulsions,  accompanied  with  insensibility  and 
retention  of  urine.  Coffee  was  given  as  an  antidote,  and  after  about  ten 
hours  recovery  gradually  took  place. 

Thuya  Ooctdehtalis. — The  curative  relation  of  that  remedy  to  warts 
and  to  some  forms  of  fungous  granulations  is  very  marked.  In  a  case  of 
very  extensive  soft  warts  occurring  in  a  female,  rx tending  round  the 
genitals  and  between  the  buttocks,  the  steady  fcppHMft  n  of  strong 
tincture  of  thuya  cured  the  patient  after,  burning  them  with  strong  add 
bad  failed  to  be  of  any  service.— Review. 
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Mortality  of  four  northern  cities,  commencing   January  1,  1869,  and 
ending  July  1,  1869.    A  period  of  six  months: 

Cincinnati,  with  a  population  of  280,000  inhabitants,  bad   2,296  deaths. 
Boston,  "  "  240,000  "  "      2,671     " 

Chicago,  "  '■  252,000  "  "      2,254    " 

St.  Louis,        "  "  240,000  "  "      2,186    " 

These  figures  were  ubtaiaed  from  the  Clerks  of  the  Boards  of  health  of 
their  respective  cities. 

During  these  six  months  one  in    89  of  the  population  died  in  Boston, 
"  ''  "  "100  "  "  Cincinnati. 

•'     110  "  "  St.  Louis. 

"  "  "111  "  "  Chicago. 

The  mortality  in  these  cities  for  the  month  of  July,  was  as  follows  : 

Boston 542 

Chicago 815 

St.    Louis 734 

Cincinnati 412 

Still  Larger.— A  few  months  ago  we  reported  the  case  of  a  child 
which  at  birth  weighed  nineteen  pounds,  and  claimed  that  it  was  the 
largest  ever  born  alive.  Di.  Howard  now  reports  the  birth  of  a  male 
weighed  nineteen  and  a  half  pounds.  The  mother  was  forty-four  years 
of  age,  and  had  had  ten  children  formerly. 

Good  Law. — Drunkards  in  Illinois  ore  likely  to  have  a  hard  time. 
The  new  law  classes  them  with  insane  persons  and  idiots,  and  places  them 
under  the  cars  of  guardians  and  overseers  of  the  poor ;  and  when  a  man 
ban  been  declared  an  habitual  drunkard,  he  has  no  remedy  from  guardian- 
chip  until  a  year  bos  elapsed.  Every  State  should  have  such  a  law,  in 
order  to  restrain  those  who  voluntarily  put  "  an  enemy  in  their  mouths  to 
steal   away  their  brains. 

Subcutaneous  Injection  of  Morphia. — It  is  certain  that  one  of  the 
most  important  aids  to  the  physician  in  his  professional  labors  is  the 
employment  of  remedies  subcutaneonsly.  If  this  method  were  confined 
alone  to  one  agent,  morphia,  it  ought  to  confer  immortality  npon  the 
discoverer.  We  have  ourselves  experienced  the  immense  value  of  this 
form  of  employment  of  the  alkaloids  of  opium,  and  cannot  too  fully 
eipresa  oar  thankfulness  for  its  benefits. 

If  the  instruments  used  are  perfectly  clean,  and  the  solution  free  from 
extraneous  bodies,  we  do  not  believe  unpleasant  results  will  ever  occur 
when  morphia  is  injected  under  the  skin.  In  this  form,  the  drug  acts 
with  much  greater  intensity  and  rapidity;  the  duration  of  its  effects  is 
prolonged  ;  it  is  well  tolerated  by  the  stomach;  does  not  produce  cerebral 
disturbance;  seldom  constipates  the  bowels;  in  short,  morphia  hypo- 
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dtnniinlly  used  becomes,  so  to  speak,  a  n 
its  value  a  thousand  times  enhancod. 

Id  case  of  insomnia,  resulting  from  excited  nervous  action,  its  employ- 
meat  in  lias  form  affords  the  physician  a  read;  and  safe  means  of 
relieving  his  suffering  patient.  Acute  pain,  from  bowel  affections, 
rheumatism,  etc.,  is  almost  instantly  mitigated,  and  the  patient  pat  in 
condition  to  be  favorably  influenced  by  such  other  remedies  as  the 
case  may  require.  In  short,  there  is  no  form  of  disease  in  which  mor- 
phia is  better  given  by  tbe  mouth  than  placed  under  the  skin. 

The  initial  dose  for  an  adult  man  is  regarded  to  be  from  one-sixth 
to  one-fourth  grain;  for  a  woman,  it  should  be  smaller, — from  one- 
eighth  to  one-sixth.  We  prefer  the  acetate  to  any  of  tbe  other  salts  ot" 
morphia;  indeed,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  how  the  sulphate  -of 
morphia  came  to  be  more  favorably  regarded  by  physicians  than  the 
acetate.  An  organic  acid,  in  combination  with  tbe  alkaloid,  certainly 
more  exactly  corresponds  with  its  natural  condition,  as  it  exists  in  the 
dried  juice  of  the  poppy  ;  and  theoretically  we  ought  to  regard  it  with 
favor.— Journal  of  Chemistry. 
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CHARACTERISTIC  SVMPTOMS  OF  TASACBTUM. 

BY  K.  M.  BALE,   M.  I).,  CHICAGO. 

The  following  case  is  reported  to  mo  by  Dr.  C.  E.  Rushford, 
of  Peru,  Indiana.  The  symptoms  are  bo  peculiar  that  they  are 
worthy  of  record  :  "  A  yonng  woman  took  two  tablespoonsful 
of  Oil  of  Tansy  for  the  purpose  of  causing  a  miscarriage.  She 
was  soon  taken  very  ill,  but  did  not  call  a  physician  for  two 
weeks,  when  I  saw  her.  When  first  attacked  her  condition, 
judging  from  the  description  of  those  who  saw  her,  was  very 
similar  to  a  person  in  apoplexy.  When  I  was  called  the  acute 
symptoms  had  subsided,  but  she  was  in  the  following  condition  : 
The  sclerotic  coat  of  the  eye  was  eo  congested  that  it  had  a 
dark  purple,  glassy  appearance,  and  was  so  badly  swollen  that 
the  cornea  seemed  to  he  depressed  (chemosis.)  The  cornea  was 
healthy.    There  was  inflammation  of  the  vaginal  walls  of  the 
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internal  and  asternal  labia-which  resulted  in  an  enormous. 
abscess  in  one  labia.  No  .withstanding  the  severo  conBt.tntional 
electa  miscarriage  was  not  produced."  Two  or  more  chamc 
teristic pathological  states  were  caused  by  the  Tanncetum.  This 
medicine  will  doubtless  prove  useful  in  intense  tfailrffffl,  "> 
vaginitis,  and  perhaps  phlegmonous  swelling  and  suppurat.on 
of  the  labia.  It  is  to  bo  regretted  that  Dr.  Bushfcrd  did  not 
detail  the  case  more  fully.  Doubtless  many  important  symp- 
toms were  present  which  might  have  been  made  of  Talne  m 
elucidating  the  pathological  effects  of  the  poison. 

For  a  pathogenesis  of  Tanacetum,  containing  all  that  hae  been 
collected  up  to  this  time,  see  North  American  Journal  of  Homat- 
opathy. 


CASES  FROM  PRACTICE. 


BY   E.  B.  POTTER,    M.    D.,    TERSE    HAUTE,    INMANA. 

Nov.  4,  1865. 
Called  to  a  son  of  Mr.  S.,  and  learned  that  about  eight  days 
before  ho  had  boen  taken  with  a  light  attack  of  bilous  fever: 
that  an  Old  School  doctor  had  been  called,  had  waited  upon  him 
and  had  abandoned  him  as  incurable.,  I  found  him  as  follows : 
Gangrene  of  the  mouth;  portions  of  the  inner  cheek  had 
sloughed  off,  and  other  parts  were  on  the  point  of  being  cast  off. 
The  sound  flesh  was  studded  with  yellowish  watery  pimples ; 
on  the  outside  of  the  cheek  was  a  livid  ring  about  the  size  of  a 
silver  dollar,  corresponding  to  the  worst  portion  on  the  inside, 
and  looking  like  a  lino  of  demarcation  between  living  and  dead 
tissue— a  horrible  fetor  came  from  the  mouth;  the  throat  was 
inflamed  and  swollen  so  that  he  could  scarcely  swallow ;  the  eye 
balls  were  very  red  and  the  lids  much  tumefied.  The  abdomen 
was  enormously  distended,  and  so  painful  that  ho  could  scarcely 
bear  the  weight  of  light  bod  clothes.  The  spbincterB  of  the 
anus  were  seemingly  paralyzed,  as  a  bloody,  fetid  water  ran 
from  him  involuntarily.     I  prescribed  Polyootnim  Hyi,  1st  deo 
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dil  6  drops,  in  a  tea  cup  of  water,  a  tea-spoonful  very  hour 
until  four  were  taken,  and  then  every  two  hours.  Nov.  6 — Little 
or  no  change,  continue  Polygonum  every  two  hours,  and  a  lotion 
of  same,  twenty  drops,  to  a  cup  of  water,  with  which  to  moisten 
the  inside  of  cheek.  Nov,  6 — Better.  The  watery  pimples  have 
disappeared,  the  gangrene  is  not  spreading,  the  fetor  is  not  so 
great,  abdomen  leas  swollen,  and  less  painful;  bloody  discharge 
lees.  Continue  Polygonum.  Nov.  7. — All  the  dead  flesh  has 
ploughed  off  from  the  inside  of  the  cheek,  and  the  bloody  dis- 
charge has  ceased.  Continne  Polygonum.  Nov.  8 — New  gran- 
ulations are  shooting  out  giving  promise  of  restoration  of  lost 
surface;  abdomen  much  less  sore.  Continne  Polygonum  every 
four  hours.  Nov.  9 — Quite  comfortable ;  Continue  Polygonum. 
Nov.  II — The  ring  on  the  outside  of  the  cheek  has  disappeared 
— inside  looks  smooth  and  healthy ,  had  a  natural  action  of  the 
bowels  yesterday ;  discharged  cured.  Four  years  have  now 
passed,  and  I  have  seen  the  boy  almost  daily,  and  the  euro  has 
proved  complete. 

This  case  may  not  be  considered  identical  with  Noma,  it  be- 
ing undoubtedly  a  case  of  mercurial  poisoning,  but  as  the  simi- 
larity is  so  great,  might  not  Polygonum  prove  curative  in  Noma 
also? 

Case  II. — I  was  called  during  the  winter  of  1862  to  visit 
Master  J,  aged  seven  years.  The  messenger  told  me  while  at 
my  office,  that  his  brother  had  been  attended  by  two  of  our 
most  prominent  Old  School  physicians  for  the  last  forty-eight 
hours,  and  at  two  P.  M.  they  had  informed  the  family  that  tbe 
patient  could  not  survive  longer  than  midnight,  assigning  as  the 
cause,  Membranous  Croup.  Suppressing  a  feeling  of  indignation 
at  being  called  at  that  late  hour,  I  concluded  to  go.  I  found 
the  child  lying  on  a  lounge,  with  Opisthotenos,  the  bead  and  heels 
almost  meeting.  Every  inspiration  was  a  perfect  whistle,  and 
in  short,  presented  all  the  appearance  of  impending  death  by 
tuffocnlion.  His  former  physicians  had  plied  him  with  power- 
ful emetics,  so  long  as  he  could  swallow,  and  when  deglutition 
was  impossible  he  was  given  over  to  die.  I  could  not  ascertain 
of  what  the  emetics  were  composed,  but  every  time  i  hey  acted 
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violent  spasms  were  induced.  I  was  told  that  the  spasms  ha<i 
lasted  forty  hours.  My  diagnosis  was  severe  lonsillitis,  aggra- 
vated by  the  emetics ;  gave  Ipccec,  3d.  Bryonia,  3d  ;  6  drops  - 
each  in  a  separate  glass,  to  be  given  every  ten  minutes  in  alter- 
nation for  one  hour.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  could  lie  at  full 
length,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  more  he  was  asleep.  I  remain* 
with  him  until  5  o'clock  the  next  morning,  giving  his  medicm 
for  four  hours,  every  half  hour,  and  subsequently-  every  hour 
1  returned  at  8  A.  M.  It  was  then  sufficiently  light  to  mi 
examination  of  his  throat,  and  I  found  that  my  last  night's 
diagnosis  was  correct.  The  tonsils  and  adjacent  parts  were 
very  much  inflamed  and  swollen.  I  could  not  then,  nor  did  I  af- 
terwards.sec  any  sign  of  croupous  exudation,  h  was  plain  thai 
the  effort  to  vomit  had  greatly  increased  the  swelling  of  the 
tonsiis,  and  for  the  time  being,  effectually  arrested  his  breath, 
and  caused  those  spasms  so  painful  to  witness.  I  now  gave 
Arum  IW,  and  Fkosphoms  every  two  hours  in  alternation,  which 
was  continued  for  two  days,  and  then  every  four  hours  for 
three  days  more  ;  thu  filth  day  was  his  birth  day,  and  he  was 
very  anxious  to  have  a  little  party.  I  consented,  and  he  was 
as  lively  and  frolicsome  as  any  of  the  children.  The  next  day 
In.  mi  discharged,  perfectly  cured. 

Case  III. — December  1 — Called  to  see  the  daughter  of  11  r. 
\V.  Could  not  get  much  satisfaction  regarding  nerprevione 
history,  eloept  that  she  had  been  attended  some  three  weeks 
by  a  Homoeopathic  physician,  and  discharged  as  incurable  wrh 
softening  of  the  brain.  I  found  her  lying  upon  the  bed  with 
face  very  rod,  eyes  fixed,  frequent  tossing  of  her  left  arm 
and  legs,  (this  fact  caused  an  examination  of  the  right  arm, 
which  was  found  to  he  dislocated  at  the  shoulder,  and  was  at 
mice  attended  to).  She  was  entirely  unconscious  of  what  was 
going  on  around  her,  and  was  constantly  uttering  a  shrill  cry, 
so  peculiar  that  I  at  once  diagnosed  Meningitis  B.ifii.iris.  Treat- 
ment— Apis  Mel,  200,  and  Qlonoine,  2d  ;  three  pellets  every  two 
hours,  in  alternation.  December  2. — Xo  change.  Continue 
Apis  and  Ghnoine.  December  3 — Very  little  if  any  change 
continued  tbesame  prescription,     December  4 — Pome  improve- 
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ment,  loss  of  sharp  crying,  more  quiet,  slept  about  four  hours 
the  night  before,  and  there  were  moments  when  she  appeared 
conscious.  Continue  Apis  and  Ghnaine.  December  5 — Deei 
dedly  better,  recognized  her  father  to-day  and  answered  some 
fjnestions  correctly,  has  been  very  quiet  most  of  the  time.  Con. 
tinne  Apis  and  Gtonoine  every  four  hours.  This  treatment  was 
continued  fonr  days  longer,  at  the  end  of  which  time  she  was 
discharged  cured. 


Surgery. 
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Case  I. — Intra  Capsular  Fracture  of  the  Right  Femur 
— Sprained  Ankle  and  Dislocated  Shoulder,  and  Fracture 
op  the  Radius  and  Ulna  of  the  Left  Arm. — Mr.  B.,  aged 
seventy-five  years.  Occupation,  carpenter.  While  working 
on  a  scaffold  about  twenty  feet  from  the  ground,  lost  his 
his  balance  and  fell,  striking  on  his  side,  producing  a  fracture  of 
the  right  femur,  within  the  capsule ;  spraining  very  badly  the 
ankle,  and  dislocating  his  right  shoulder;  breaking  the  left  arm: 
(both  bones.)  and  cutting  the  right  elbow  so  as  to  expose  the 
ligaments  of  the.  joint.  Dr.  Cooper  was  first  to  render  assist- 
ance, and  reduced  the  dislocation  by  manipulation.  The  patient 
was  so  old,  and  the  injuries  so  severe,  as  to  render  his  life  very 
-precarious-  I  could  not  treat  the  fractured  femur  by  my  favor- 
ite method  of  extension  and  counter-extension,  as  the  ankle 
was  too  much  swollen,  and  so  pninful  that  extension  was  utter- 
ly impossible.  Therefore  the  fracture  was  placed  in  a  double 
inclined  plane.  To  the  sprained  ankle,  cloths  wrung  out  in 
dilute  solution  of  arnica,  were  applied)  the  fractured  arm  placed 
in  straight  splints ;  the  cut  sewed  up,  ami  the  injuries  were  in 
this  manner  made  us  comfortable  as  possible.  For  two  weeks 
the  patient's  condition  was  very  alarming.  Ilia  strength  was 
supported  by  wine  -whey,  egg  nogg  and  beef  lea,  with  other 
articles  of  light  diet.     His  tongue  for  some   lime  was  dry  and 
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coated,  but  as  the  intense  pain  subsided,  bis  health  be< 
ter.  During  the  night  the  muscles  would  jactitate  as  if  ft  pow- 
erful battery  had  been  applied.  This  trouble  was  quieted  al- 
most entirely  by  Ign.  «th,  every  hour.  When  the  tongue  was 
dry  and;  furred,  Ars,  Bell.  Skus.  Opium,  all  relieved  when  ap- 
plied according  to  their  relation  to  the  case.  The  sufferings  of 
this  patient  would  be  difficult  to  describe,  but  with  a  good  con- 
stitution  he  was  enabled  to  overcome  his  many  injuries,  and  at 
the  expiration  of  the  fourth  week,  the  splints  upon  the  arm 
were  removed  and  good  union  bad  taken  place.  The  shoulder 
which  had  been  dislocated,  still  remained  very  stiff,  as  is  often 
the  case  when  the  dislocation  is  produced  by  a  direct  blow. 
Even  now,  (some  six  months  since  the  accident,)  the  arm  is  stiff 
at  the  shoulder,  and  the  tmder  side  seems  paralyzed,  owing  to 
the  shock  or  injury  done  to  the  axillary  plexus  at  the  time  of 
the  accident.  Bathingand  friction  have  given  but  partial  relief 
to  the  trouble,  which  may  continue  as  long  as  he  lives.  The 
femur,  at  the  expiration  of  two  months,  had  recovered  from  the 
injury.  All  irritation,  pain,  swelling,  and  inflammation  had 
ceased,  so  that  with  the  aid  of  crutehee,  he  could  walk  a  short 
distance.  The  foot  is  in  a  natural  position,  does  not  turn  out  as 
is  often  the  case  after  accidents  of  this  kind,  owing  to  the  con- 
traction of  the  obturators.  The  heel  is  raised  up  by  tho  short- 
ening of  the  femur,  but  with  the  aid  of  a  high  heel,  and  thick 
sole  to  his  boot,  this  defect  is  remedied.  At  this  present  writ- 
ing, six  months  after  the  accident,  he  can  walk  with  the  aid  of  a 

CQCase  II—  Bendino  op  tee  Radius  and  Ulna.— It  is  very 

seldom  that  accidents  of  this  kind  occur.  The  force  necessary 
to  produce  a  bent  bono  hardly  ever  stops  short  of  fracture,  un- 
less the  patient  is  very  young.  I  was  called  to  see  a  patient  of 
this  kind  some  time  ago,  who,  in  playing  with  her  brother. 
slipped  and  fell,  and  while  falling  stretched  out  her  arm  to  save 
herself,  and  instead  of  producing  a  fracture,  bent  both  radius 
and  ulna,  ahout  three  inches  above  the  wrist  in  a  direction  to- 
wards the  body.  On  first  examining  the  patient,  and  before 
taking  hold  of  the  arm,  I  thought  it  was  broken,  but  immedi- 
ately found  there  was  no  crepitation,  no  mobility  nor  shorten- 
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ing.  With  considerable  force,  and  that  carefully  applied,  the 
bones  were  brought  to  a  straight  position.  Two  wooden  splints, 
(the  under  one  with  a  pad  over  the  point  bent,  and  the  other 
one  with  pads  or  compresses  both  above  and  below,)  were  ap- 
plied firmly  to  the  arm  with  a  strong  bandage ;  this  being  all 
the  dressing  required.  In  three  weeks  the  splints  were  remo- 
ved, the  bones  were  straight,  and  small  callosities  were  found 
at  the  seat  of  injury,  indicating  that  repair  had  been  accom- 
plished. 

Case  III. — Polypus. — Some  months  ago  was  published  in  this 
Journal  an  account  of  a  polypus  removed  from  the  nose  by  way 
of  the  posterior  nares,  its  weight  being  about  half  an  oucnc.  I 
thought  at  the  time  all  portions  of  it  had  been  removed  ,  but  a 
few  days  ago  the  same  patient  presented  himself  to  me  with 
the  same  trouble,  and  on  examination  I  found  another  polypus 
which  could  be  seen  by  opening  the  mouth.  It  was  easily  re- 
moved by  the  volsella,  and  forceps.  On  the  second  day  after 
this,  he  came  again,  and  this  time  another,  larger  than  the  last, 
and  almost  as  large  as  the  first,  was  seen  in  the  posterior  nares. 
This  was  also  removed  in  the  same  manner,  and  weighed  near- 
ly half  an  ounce.  I  examined  both  posterior  and  anterior  por- 
tions of  the  nose,  and  at  present  can  see  no  more  of  these 
growths.    Gave  the  patient  calc.  301A,  and  dismissed  him. 

Case  IV. — Ionatia  in  Surgical  Injuries. — Every  one  who 
has  treated  fractures  or  lacerated  wounds  involving  loss  of  sub- 
stance, and  injuries  of  the  muscular  or  nervous  system,  has  ob- 
served the  tendency  that  the  muscles  have  to  twitch,  or  jacti- 
tate.  In  many  cases  this  is  a  troublesome  symptom,  and  often 
of  sufficient  violence  to  misplace  dressings,  and  give  the  patient 
many  uncomfortable  hours,  It  is  purely  nervous,  and  manifests 
itself,  not  only  in  those  of  weak  nerves,  but  afco  in  those  of  the 
strongest  constitutions.  Happening  to  be  treating  a  case  of 
sprained  wristf  some  two  years  ago,  this  nervous  action  of  the 
muscles  became  a  great  annoyance,so  much  so  indeed,  that  the 
patient  thought  there  must  be  some  displacement  of  the  bones. 
I  made  a  thorough  examination  and  found  there  was  none,  but 
the  patient  was  so  distressed  in  mind  about  business,  and  so 
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melancholy,  in  connection  with  this  twitching  that  I  was  in- 
duced to  give  Itjit.  6th,  every  hour  until  relieved.  It  prod u cod  a 
remarkable  effect.  The  jactitation  of  the  muscles  was  almost  im- 
mediately relieved,  and  the  case  progressed  rapidly  to  a  favora- 
ble termination.  Since  then  I  have  triod  the  same  remedy 
often,  and  generally  with  tho  same  good  effects,  not  only  i" 
persons  of  a  melancholy  temperament,  but  in  many  robust  men. 
Only  a  few  evenings  ago  1  prescribed  it  for  a  boy  ten  years  old. 
who  had  the  calf  of  his  leg  badly  crushed  by  being'run  over 
by  a  street  car.  The  twitchings  were  violent,  and  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  misplace  tho  loose  dressings  that  were  applied- 
Altec  taking  the  second  dose  he  went  to  sleep,  the  jactitation 
ceased,  and  he  passod  a  good  night.  I  can  enumerate  sev- 
eral cases  to  which  this  remedy  has  served  to  give  comfort. 
The  symptoms  of  the  remedy  as  recorded  are  "convulsive  twitch* 
nigs  of  the  upper  and  lower  extremities,  with  violent  pain,  great 
restlessness,  and  fear,"  corresponding  remarkably  to  the  symp- 
toms of  those  unfortunate  persons  who  have  met  with  serious 
incidents.  W. 


TRAUMATIC  ANEURISMAL    VARJX. 
FT  ALFRED  E.  REIBS,  M.  D.,    VIEN'NA. 

While  at  work,  a  stout  blacksmith  was  injured  by  a  spirilla  of 
iron,  which  found  its  way  into  into  the  lower  part  of  the  upper 
lliird  of  tho  right  forearm,  directly  above  the  region  of  the  rad- 
ial artery,  The  man  was  unusually  well  developed  in  every 
respect,  and  his  health,  previous  to  the  accident,  did  riot  bear 
Lin  inverse  proportion  to  his  well  developed  frame.  The  patient 
immediately  withdrew  the  materia  peccans,  which  according  to 
bis  statement  was  an  inch  in  length,  and  over  a  quarter  of 
an  inch  in  width,  several  lines  in  thickness,  and  «harp  at  the 
point  of  entrance.  After  extraction  of  the  foreign  body  the 
wound  blod  profusely,  hut  the  color  of  the  blood  was  not  uni- 
form, being  partly  red  and  partly  black,  and  partially  a  mix- 
ture of  the  two.     Having  formerly  met  with   slight   accidents 
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the  patient  considered  this  a  trivia!  wound  that  only  required 
rest,  therefore  no  professional  aid  was  sought. 

The  wound,  however,  did  not  heal,  but  to  make  matters 
worse,  the  upper  extremity  became  swollen  both  above  and  be- 
low the  site  of  the  accident.  Hemorrhage  took  place  upon 
every  new  dressing.  Sometimes  it  was  only  of  an  oozing 
character,  while  at  others  it  partook  of  a  different  nature.  The 
color  of  the  blood  remained  as  previously  stated.  The  condi- 
tion became  worse  from  hour  to  hour,  and  finally  the  family 
physician  was  called.     ' 

The  anamnesis  of  the  case  was  evidently  not  properly  elicited, 
nor  the  examination  conducted  secundum  artem,  or  the  false  diag- 
nosis of  a  phlegmonous  erysipelas,  would  not  havo  been  mode 
to  account  for  the  symptoms  of  the  case.  No  signs  for  the  bet- 
ter set  in ;  on  the  contrary,  in  spite  of  the  most  rigid  observa- 
tion of  the  commands  of  the  physician,  the  condition  of  things 
grew  worse.  Sleepless  nights,  pain  and  fever  induced  the  pa- 
tient to  seek  aid  at  the  hospital.  At  the  time  of  his  appear- 
ance at  the  hospital,  two  weeks  had  already  elapsed  since  the 
occurrence  of  the  accident. 
Status  pr&sens  at  this  period  : 

For  several  nights  past  the  patient  was  nearly  wild  with 
pain  and  could  not  sleep.  The  thumb,  fingers,  hand,  forearm 
and  arm  were  considerably  swollen;  with  safety  I  may  say  that 
the  circumference  of  the  respective  parts  was  almost  double 
that  of  normal  size.  The  integument  was  here  and  there  dis- 
colored in  consequence  of  congestion  and  different  sized  sugilla 
tions.  The  parts  pitted  on  pressure,  and  there  was  very  slight 
mobility  of  the  joints  attended  with  extreme  pain.  The  lips  of 
the  wound  were  separated  by  partialy  coagulated  blood.  So 
much  for  the  superficial  inspection. 

Upon  further  examination  there  was  found  an  arterio-venous 
hemorrhage  and  separation  of  the  connective  tissue  of  several 
muscles,  xjouBequent  upon  the  burrowing  of  blood ;  in  addition, 
ibe  sub-cutaneous  adipose  tissue  with  the  deep  fasia  was  sep. 
arted  from  the  underlying  muscular  layer,  from  the  same  cause. 
This  undermining  process  extended  upward  from  the  wound,  to 
the  tend  of  the  elbow. 
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it waa  evident,  beyond  all  doubt,  that  a  communication  had 
been  established  between  the  arterial  and  venous  circulation. 
brought  about  by  injury  of  an  artery  and  at  least  on©  vein. 
Later  it  waa  found  that. both  vena!  comites  of  the  radical  ar- 
tery, together  with  it,  were  injured,  thereby  causing  a  material 
interruption  of  the  natural  easy  'flow  of  the  opposing  currents 
and  also  a  mixture  of  the  two,  which  condition  explains  all  the 
symptoms  of  the  case. 

The  radial  arterial  current,  meeting  with  but  little  resist- 
ance at  the  point  of  injury,  found,  in  a  degree,  its  way  out  of 
the  canal  assigned  it  by  nature.  Now,  corresponding  to  the 
same  points  at  which  the  artery  met  with  the  injury,  both  veins 
met  with  a  similar  accident.  Part  of  the  arterial  current 
could  now  flow  into  each  of  the  veins,  as  their  respective 
currents  were  not  as  powerful  aa  that  of  the  artery.  Another 
part  of  the  blood  found  its  way  into  the  cellular  tissue  and  pro- 
duoed  the  condition  already  reterred  to. 

The  consequence  of  the  meeting  of  the  two  opposing  cur- 
rents, flowing  in  differently  formed  canals,  was  auch  as  to  cause 
the  weaker  to  be  the  first  to  suffer.  These  were  the  veins. 
They  were  subjected  to  a  greater  pressure  than  normal, which 
produced  the  varicose  condition,  the  greater  part  of  which,  of 
course,  began  just  at  the  distal  side  of  the  injury. 

The  causes  that  induced  the  increased  pressure  upon  the 
coats  of  the  veins,  were  two : 

One  waa,  the  resistance  which  the  stronger  arterial  current 
offered  the  venous  streams,  by  the  coming  together  of  the  two, 
thereby  producing  a  retardation  in  the  venous  currents,  and,  aaa 
result  an  overfilling  of  the  veins,  which  action  was  kept  up 
at  their  distal  extremities  by  the  arterial  capillaries,  which  In 
the  earlier  part  of  the  pathological  process  sent  move  blood 
into  the  veins  than  they  could  discharge. 

The  other  was:  that  part  of  the  stronger  current  actually 
entered  the  veins  at  the  traumatic  opening  thereof,  No  won- 
der they  became  varicose  I  The  greatest  varicosity  in  the  early 
part  of  the  diseased  action  began  where  the  greatest  abnormal 
power  was  exerted.  This  was  at  the  distal  side  of  the 
wounds  in  the  veins.     The  varicose  condition  was  also  commu- 
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□icated  to  the  veins  anastomosing  with  those  injured.  Finally, 
this  condition  was  further  communicated  to  the  smallest  venous 
capillaries,  which  in  turn,  at  an  advanced  stage  of  the  per- 
verted process,  offered  a  resistance  to  the  arterial  capillaries  in 
emptying  themselves  freely. 

Yon  would  ask,  how  is  it  possible  for  the  varicose  condition 
beginning  at  any  given  cardiac  point,  to  extend  [all  the  way 
back  toward  the  distal  extremity  of  the  veins  (when  this  vari- 
cosity is  produced  by  the  reception  on  the  part  of  the  vein, 
of  a  quantity  of  blood  from  an  abnormal  source  and  from  an 
abnormal  direction)  as  the  veins  have  valves  which  prevent  this  ? 
Certainly,  for  a  time  this  condition  may  be  prevented,  viz : 
until  the  first  valve  is  reached. 

But,  however,  if  the  source  of  the  trouble  still  continues 
then  a  pathological  diameter  of  the  vein  will  be  formed,  which 
will  soon  be  greater  than  normal,  and  so  soon  as  the  pathologi- 
cal diameter  becomes  greater,  than  the  normal  diameter,  the 
valves  areunable  to  prevent  the  flow  backward,  and  thus  re- 
sults the  consequent  varicosity. 

Therefore,  in  spite  of  the  valves  oi  veins,  a  quantity  of  blood 
from  an  abnormal  source  and  from  an  .abnormal  direction  me- 
chanically produces  varicosity  at  any  gffon  cardiac  point, 
which  condition  extends  to  the  most  distal  extremity  of  the 
veins,  other  things  being  equal. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  whole  circulatory 
apparatus  of  the  extremity  in  question  was  under  an  abnormal- 
ly high  pressure,  which  was  all  the  time  increasing  as  the  bra- 
chial artery  continued  to  carry  blood  into  the  extremity. 

It  could  not  be  otherwise  than  that  the  bloody  serum  found 
its  way  into  the  areolar  tissue,  thus  producing  the  c&dema, 
which  was  so  considerable.  Rupture  of  some  of  the  smaller 
vessels  had  also  taken  place,  as  was  to  be  Been  from  the  discol- 
ored integument.  Without  surgical  interference  these  condi- 
tions would  have  been  carried  further  and  death  most  probably 
would  have  resulted. 

The  wound  was  enlarged  to  get  fairly  at  the  injured  vessels 
With  this  act  also  tbe  undermined  bridge  of  adipose  tissue  was 
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severed,  and  the  "sac,"  if  it  may  be  so  termed,  was  cleansed  oi 
blood,    the  artery  was  ligatured  above  and  below. 

Ligatures  were  also  placed  around  the  vente  comites,  at 
the  distal  side  of  the  injury;  for  had  this  not  been  done,  some 
of  the  ulnar  blood  would  eventually  have  found  its  way  into 
the  vein,  beyond  llio  injury,  then  would  have  passed  toward 
the  cardiac  direction,  to  Sow  out  of  the  traumatic  open 
ings  of  the  veins. 

Had  the  patient,  been  weak  and  debilitated,  it  would  have 
been  almost  unconditionally  necessary  not  to  interfere  with  the 
veins.  Under  these  circumstances,  to  choose  the  best  ol  evil- 
it  would  have  become  necessary  to  ligate  the  brachial,  as  iu 
this  event  no  hemorrhage  could  in  future  take  place  at  the 
point  of  injury, by  the  time  collatetal  circulation  Wafl  eatab- 
lished. 

The  good  constitution  and  regard  for  the  business  of  tbe 
patient  led  to  the  adoption  of  the  former  method,  as  it  is  al  ways 
of  importance  to  save  an  artery  tho  size  of  the  ulnar. 

The  wound  was  now  treated  as  a  simple  trauma. 

In  tho  evening  of  the  day  when  operated  upon,  the  tempera- 
lure  was  33.5  degrees  Ii.    Otherwise  the  patient  was  doing  well. 

First  day  after  the  operation :  Temperature  37.5  degrees  R. 
Tho  patient  was  doing  wonderfully  well.  Overnight  the  cede- 
ma  had  so  fast  been  disappearing  that  in  the  morning  tbe 
extremity  had  almost  regained  its  normal  circumference.  This 
great  change  was  almost  incredible.  This  is  truly  the  ease, 
however  incredible  it  may  seem.  Another •inttauoo,  showing 
how  a  healthy  constitution  will  quickly  rally,  when  a  disease 
producing  an  exciting  cause  is  removed  in  time.  In  due  time 
the  integument  regained  its  normal  color  au  I  the  swelling  dis- 
appeared. 

The  wound  of  course  healed  by  second  intention. 

A  dressing  of  weak  acid,  carbol.  was  applied  simply  n  it 
disinfectant. 
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SURGICAL  NOTES. 

BY    WM.   TOD   HELMUT!!,    M.    D. 

An  elegant  and  rather  expensive  work  on  tbe  "SuaoicAL 
Treatment  of  the  Diseases  of  Infancy  and  Childhood," 
by  T.  Holmes,  M.  A.  Cantab,  has  been  issued  by  Messrs  Lind- 
say &,    Blaekiaton,  of  Philadelphia. 

The  book  contains  687  pages,  ami  its  author  is  the  same  who 
edited  the  complete  "  System  of  Surgery,"  with  which  all  are 
familiar.  It  is  divided  into  three  parts,  and  contains  33  chap- 
ters. The  first  division  is  devoted  to  Malformations;  among 
which  are  noticed  the  congenital  excesses;  as  joined  twins,  at- 
tached fcetus,  etc.,  with  other  congenital  deformities.  The 
second  is  devoted  to  tbe  consideration  of  Injuries,  and  the  third 
to  the  Morbid  Diathesis  of  Children.  Tbe  work  is  well  arranged 
and  is  worthy  of  careful  study. 

The  same  publishers  have  issued  a  Brochure,  by  Prof.  Ablt 
of  the  University  of  Vienna,  on  the  treatment  of  Lachrymal 
Affections,  and  is  devoted  in  the  main  to  the  consideration  of 
the  best  method  of  removing  obstructions  from  the  lachrymal 
canal.  It  is  proposed  to  enter  the  slit  lower  canaliculus,  and 
that  the  greatest  delicacy  of  touch  be  observed  in  the  manipu- 
lation. The  patient  is  never  troubled  more  than  once  a 
day  and  not  more  than  five  minutes  at  a  time.  This  essay  is  a 
12mOj  and  contains  30  pages. 

A  new  edition  of  "Ebichsen's  Science  and  Art  or  Sur- 
gery," is  also  published,  edited  by  John  Ashurst,  jr.,  M.  D.  It 
is  illustrated  by  six  hundred  and  thirty-five  engravings  on  wood, 
and  contains  no  less  than  1228  pages.  It  contains  much  new 
and  valuable  matter  in  the  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  pages 
which  have  been  added  to  the  old  edition,  and  embraces  two 
hundred  and  eighteen  additional  wood  cuts.  It  is  an  excellent 
work  and  well  deserves  the  popularity  it  lias  already  acquired. 
Yet  for  all,  it  is  not  a  favorite  author  with  ns ;    the  larger  book 
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of  Gross  and  the  smaller  work  of  Druitt  appear  to  ns  as  bet- 
ter adapted  to  the  use  of  both  student  and  practitioner,  because 
in  the  former  the  experience  of  the  anthor  is  so  frequently  in- 
troduced in  a  readable  and  modest  manner,  and  because  in  thu 
latter  its  conciseness  for  reference  and  accuracy  of  detail  are 
often  so  convenient  to  the  every-day  practitioner.  Erichsen's 
Surgery,  however,  is  an  excellent  standard  text  book,  and  is 
preferred  to  all  others,  by  many,  having  large  experience  in  sur- 
gery. 


Appleton  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  have  reprinted  from  the  JVew 
York[Medical  Journal  a  work  on  "External  Perineal  Urethrotomy," 
by  J.  W.  Godxet,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery  in  the 
University  of  New  York.  This  book  is  one  of  great  interest, 
and  treats  of  the  division  of  the  urethra  from  without  inward. 
He  publishes  twenty -five  cases,  and  operates  as  Mr.  Syme  and, 
Professor  Van  Buren,  but  differs  in  opinion  from  many  surgeons 
in  regard  to  the  retention  of  the  catheter  in  the  bladder  after 
the  operation.  There  can  bo  no  doubt  that  the  presence  of  the 
instrument  is  not  only  useless,  but  actually  productive  of  harm 
in  these  cases.  He  introduces  on  the  second  day  "  a  full-sized, 
highly  polished,  conical  stoel  sound  of  the  proper  curve,"  and 
repeats  it  every  third  day  until  the  patient  is  cured. 

The  directions  for  conducting  the  operation  are  explicit,  and 
can  not  be  too  carefully  observed  in  the  performance  of  "one 
of  the  most  difficult  operations  in  surgery,"  us  Eriehsen  r  ■• 
marks  of  Perineal  Urethrotomy. 


"Carbolic  Acid:  Its  Action  and  Uses,"  is  the  title  of  a  papur 
read  before  the  Newark  Medical  Association,  in  May,  1869.  by 
C.F.J.Lehlbach,  M.  JJ. 

This  isa  good  essaj' on  the  allopathic  uses  of  carbolic  acid, 
which  is  a  substance  possessed  of  great  antiseptic  powers,  and 
will,  when  the  furor  regarding  its  use  has  passed  away,  find  its 
proper  place  in  the  Materia  Medic  a.  It  serves  well,  certainly, 
for  dressings  for  wounds,  particularly  in  those  wherein  there  i* 
great  suppuration,  ami  in  dissecting   wounds,  if  soou    applied, 
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will  no  doubt  be  serviceable.  By  referring  to  the  pamphlet  on 
its  use,  lately  published  by  oar  school,  its  real  sphere  of  action 
will  be  much  more  clearly  demonstrted. 


The  Treatment  of  Cabbdncle. — It  is  usually  laid  down  in 
the  text  books,  that  free  incisions  into  the  inflamed  surface 
is  the  proper  and  appropriate  treatment.  For  some  years, 
however,  indeed  ever  since  we  have  had  mental  fortitude 
enough  to  lay  aside  the  routine  practice  of  the  schools  and 
think  for  ourselves,  we  have  had  our  doubts  with  reference  to 
these  free  incisions,  and  when  we  carefully  review  the  cases  we 
have  seen  treated  by  others,  as  well  as  those  that  have  come 
under  our  own  observation,  wo  have  as  yet  to  discover  that 
decided  benefit  accrued  from  the  '-  free  incisions,"  to  prevent 
spreading.  Wo  are,  therefore,  glad  to  observe  that  the  celebra- 
ted Mr.  Paget,  of  St.  Bartholomews,  is  also  averse  to  this  method 
of  treatment.  In  the  "Practitioner,"  a  recently  issued  periodical, 
he  says : 

"I  have  seen  carbuncles  spread  in  as  large  a  proportion  of  cases 
after  incisions  as  in  cases  that  have  never  beeL  incised  at  all.  I 
have  in  my  mind  a  striking  case  jthat  occurred  to  me  early  in 
practice  whan  I  followed  the  routine,  and  a  friend  of  mine 
divided  the  carbuncle  most  freely.  I  cut  it  after  the  most  ap- 
proved fashion  in  depth  and  length  and  width,  and  then  it 
spread.  After  two  or  three  days  more  all  the  newly-formed 
part  was  cut  as  freely  as  the  first,  and  then  it  spread  again,  and 
again  it  was  cnt  as  freely.  Then  it  spread  again,  and  was  not 
cat.  Then  in  a  natural  time  it  ceased  to  spread,  and  all  went 
on  well.  *  *  On  a  very  strong  general  impression,  however, 
I  say  that  carbuncles  will  spread  after  cutting  in'as  large  a  pro- 
portion of  cases  as  they  will  spread  in  without  cutting."  In 
reference  to  the  supposed  relief  of  pain  by  incision,  and  the 
alleged  acceleration  of  the  healing  powers  by  this  operation, 
Mr.  Paget  expresses  grave  doubts:  indeed,  in  regard  to  the  lat- 
ter, be  distinctly  states  that  the  "  healing  without  incisions  is 
very  cleanly,  and  certainly  a  great  deal  the  quicker." 

In  every  particular  we  believe  Mr.  Paget  is  correct,  and  to 
Homceopathists  who  know  there  are  medicines  for  the  const itu- 
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tional  treatment  of  the  disease,  we  would  say,  avoid  the-  use  <■■ 
incisions,  unless  there  bo  a  large  Blough  to  be  removed. 
a  the  sore  with  a  liot  solution  of  calendula,  several  times 
daily,  covering  the  compress  with  a  piece  of  oiled  silk,  and.  rely 
on  internal  rather  than  external  medication,  and  the  cases  will 
proceed  with  mnch  greater  celerity  to  a  successful  termination 
than  if  the  cutting  and  slashing  practice  he  resorted  to,  with  all 
manner  of  poultices,  cataplasms,  and  ointments.  Remove  the 
sloughs  as  they  are  formed,  with  delicate  forceps,  and  keep  the 
parts  clean;  bathing  them  frequently  with  tepid  water.  Allow- 
the  patient  a  good  l'Ut,  mistimtilating  diet,  and  the  results  will 
be  satisfactory. 
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.Selected  from   Foreign  lVni,i!i,:ii.  jmil  ii'.insliitetl  expri'**  v  Jbr  tUe  Wesiecn 

HOMOSPATHIC   Observe  it. 
Morhng  Bri/fhtii — Apis  met.     Three    Casts   referred  bij    Dr.  Larbachtf  of 
Leipzig.  Ally.    Horn.     Zeitang  Bal.   78,  S.  87  and  88. 

Clara  M.,  aged  four  and  a  half  years,  had  formerly  an  impe- 
tigo on  the  face — but  with  no  special  indications  of  6crofnla — was 
laken  sick  early  in  October,  without  any  perceptible  cause  ; 
probably  hIio  had  taken  cold  from  sitting  on  the  cold  ground. 
She  complained,  first,  of  pain  in  the  abdomen,  which  was  soon 
followed  by  vomiting  of  mucus,  and  occasionally  also  of  food 
without  however,  losing  her  appetite.  The  attending  physician 
diagnosed  catarrh  of  the  stomach,  and  insisted  upon  it,  not- 
withstanding the  secretion  of  urine  was  diminishing,  and  an 
oadema  of  the  skin  appoared.  The  rapid  increase  of  the  oedema 
induced  the  parents  to  apply  to  a  physician  for  advice,  On-ex- 
amination  the  otherwise  well  developed  child,  was  found  to  be 

semie,  the  cede  m  a  extending  over  the  whole  body.  She  had  quite 
violent  pain  in  the  abdomen,  returning  at  intervals  of  long  or  of 
short  duration;  the  pain  passed  from  tho  abdomen  along  the 
urethra,  appoared  suddenly  and  left  her  after  a  time.  There 
was  vomiting  of  mucus,  and  at  times  of  food,  generally  soon 
Tho  vomiting  did  not  have  any  connection  with 
ho   tongue  and    taste  were    natur.d,  the    appetite 
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good,  stool  quite  normal,  secretion  of  urine  diminished,  but  with 
bloody  deposit.  Physical  examination  discovered  that  the  re- 
gion of  the  kidneys  was  painful,  and  in  consequence  of  the 
oedema  there  was  quite  a  prominence  in  the  left  kidney  region, 
with  dullness  on  percussion.  The  chemical  examination  showed 
albumen  in  abundance,  and  the  microscope  revealed  corpus- 
cles in  large  quantity,  besides  other  constituents  generally  pres- 
ent in  this  disease. 

Morbus  Brightii  was  at  once  the  diagnosis,  and  Apis  4,  two 
drops  every  four  hours,  was  ordered,  besides  hot  baths  and  a 
nutritious  diet.  Five  days  after,  the  Doctor  received  a  message 
saying  that  the  secretion  of  urine  had  considerably  increased, 
and  that  the  pain  and  urinating  were  less  frequent.  The  urine, 
which  was  brought  by  the  messenger  was  clearer,  and  exami- 
nation denoted  a  decrease  in  the  albumen  and  blood  corpuscles. 
The  report  received  eight  days  later,  was  even  more  favorable ; 
the  pain  and  vomiting  had  nearly  disappeared;  the  volume 
of  the  body  had  greatly  decreased  ;  albumen  and  blood  cor- 
puscles were  insignificant.  Apis  was  continued  at  longer  inter- 
vals for,  from  five  to  six  weeks,  and  the  disease  was  completely 
annihilated.  When  examined  no  trace  of  albumen  in  the  urine 
was  found;  the  swelling  and  tenderness  in  the  region  of  the  left 
kidney  had  entirely  disappeared,  and  the  child  .improved  rap- 
idly and  soon  acquired  its  former  cheerfulness. 

II.  Anna  K.,  three  and  a  half  years  old,  a  blooming  and  cheerful 
child,  has  disposition  to  catarrh,  but  otherwise  apparently  heal- 
thy— had  lately  whooping  cough,  though  very  slight,  One 
evening  the  child  fell,  during  her  play,  from  the  sofa;  striking 
her  head  against  the  leg  of  a  table,  and  probably  also  bruising 
her  back.  A  few  days  after  this,  while  the  slight  wound  of  the 
forehead  was  suppurating,  Dr.  Lorbacher  was  called.  He  at- 
tended to  the  wound  and  continued  the  remedy  for  the  cough- 
as  before.  Although  the  wound  was  of  little  consequence,  yet 
the  child  lost  its  former  cheerfulness  and  appetite,  grew  pale> 
complained  at  times  of  a  little  headache.  About  two  weeks 
following  the  slight  injury,  there  was  noticed  for  the  first  time> 
swelling  ot  the  face,  especially  of  the  forehead  and  around  the* 
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eyes,  which  was  attributed  to  the  suppuration  of  the  won  lid, 
A  few  days  after,  the  swelling  reappeared,  and  the  child  felt 
better.  But  the  improvement  did  not  continue;  tie 
waa  noticod  again,  and  was  much  more  sensitive  than  at  tir-t 
Dr.  Lorbacher  then  devoted  hid  attention  to  tlie  urine;  Mb  diag- 
nosis (Morbus  Brigktu,)  was  confirmed,  the  urine  containing 
quite  a  quantity  of  albumen,  and  was  also  bloody,  but  not  to 
afcch  an  extent  as  in  the  previous  case.  Apis 4  was  i" 
and  a  nutritious  diet.  On  the  third  dayof  taking  the  medicine, 
the  color  of  the  urine  was  less  bloody,  and  continued  to  bi  i  ■  - 
from  day  to  day.  The  chemical  examination,  made  every,  four 
days,  showed  a  steady  decrease  of  albumen,  and  after  fourteen, 
tlays  there  was  not  a  trace  of  it  to  bo  observed,  By  degrees  all 
other  symptoms  of  the  disease  disappeared.     ' 

III.  A  boy  aged  5  years,  quite  patient  and  for  his  age  quite 
large;  comphiinod  for  some  time  of  pain  in  the  abdomen  and 
feet;  there  was  toss  of  appetite,  paleness  and  languor.  His  pa- 
rents thought  he  had  worms.  Chills  soon  appeared,  accompa- 
nied with  inclination  to  sleep,  and  (edema  of  the  face  to  such  a 
degree  that  the  parents  became  alarmed,  and  carried  the  boy  in 
an  opon  wagon  in  cold  weather  to  Dr.  Lorbacher.  An  examina- 
tion of  the  urino  was  made  immediately,  and  the  ease  decided  at 
once.  -Albumen  was  discovered,  but  not  in  large  quantity, 
Apis  was  given,  and  it  acted  met  satisfiu-lorily.  ami  in  less  than 
three  weeks  the  boy  was  entirely  well. 


Observations  in  tho  Treatment  of  Valvular  Affections  of  the 
Heart.  Prof. Gerhard  Deutsches  Archifur,  Klin.  Nat.,  1868,  2,  re- 
lates his  experience  with  Natrutn  bicarbomcuni  in  Endocarditis. 
jfce. — Theprofessorordered  inhalations,  twice  to  four  times  dally 
about  fifteen  minutes  each,  being  of  a  solution  containing  from 
1-2  to  1  1-2  dram  of  the  nat  bicarbonicum.  He  cites  fifteen  C*fl« 
seven  of  which  wore  of  long  standing.  One  of  these  cases  trac 
not  improved  at  all,  but  the  course  of  the  disease  was  rapid  au.l. 
terminated  in  doath.  In  another  case  there  was  repeatedly  im 
provement  observed,  but  the  fatal  result  could  not  bo  pt 
It  may,  however,  be  considered  a  gain    to  the  patient,  itooe  Irt 
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during  a  troatment  of  "two  years  and*a  half,  frequently  was  re- 
lieved from  oedema  and  dyspnoea,  and  was  able  to  leave  the  hos- 
pital for  mont/iB  at  a  time  to  work.  All  the  other  cases 
left  the  hospital  in  an  improved  condition,  without  any  percep- 
tible change  in  the  valvular  affection.  The  cure  of  a  man,  aged 
sixty-five  years,  was  especially  very  favorable.  He  had,  after 
an  attack  of  acute  arthritis,  insufficiency  of  the  mitral  valve  for 
several  years,  and  for  some  weeks  there  was  an  oedema  of 
the  lower  half  of  the  body;  orthopnea,  whieh^compeled  him  to 
remain  through  the  night  time  in  his  easy  chair;  he  also  suf- 
fered much  from  bronchitis.  Digitalis  rendered  him  easy, 
but  did  not  effect  any  improvement.  After  the  inhalation  of* 
nat.  Mc,  he  found  relief  from  his  orthopncea  in  a  very  short 
lime,  and  the  oedema  subsided  also,  in  consequence  of  a  profuse 
discharge  the  following  week,  and  he  was  able  to  be  oat  and 
attend  to  his  work.  Snch  cases,  complicated  with  severe  bron- 
chitis, in  the  opinion  of  the  author,  show  the  most  favorable 
results  of  this  treatment.  But  more  favorable  yet,  were  the  re- 
sults in  the  eight  cases  of  new  (acute?)  endocarditis,  treated  by 
inhalation  of  nat.  bic.  Three  cases  were  cured,  three  improved, 
and  in  the  two  other  cases  the  mitral  affection  was  much  less- 
ened, so  that  a  comparatively  good  state  of  health  was  gained  in 
from  three  to  four  and  a  half  weeks. 

The  results  with  nat.  bic.  were  so  favorable  that  the  author 
made  but  few  experiments  with  other  remedies  in  the  form  of 
inhalation.     (Mtsblt.  Allg.  Rom.  Ztg,  April,  1869.) 
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A  CASE  OF  DYSTOCIA. 

New  Orleans,  Ocotber  28,  1869. 
Wm.  Tod  Helmuth,  M.  D.,  Dear  Sir:    Until  I  can   send  you 
some  article  more  worthy  of  your  Observer,  1   address  you 
this  paper,  written  currente  calamo.    So  excuse. 
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A  Case  of  Dystocia. 


Madame  Boissiere,  living  171  Hospital  street,  ©tat  about  forty 
years,  is  enciente  of  her  seventh  child.  She  has  been  in  labor 
the  whole  night  previous,  (Aug.  21,  1869).  The  midwife,  not 
seeing  things  all  right,  advised  sending  for  a  physician ;  I  am 
called  in. 

The  touch  per  vaginam  shows,  first  one  foot  outside  the  womb, 
then  the  whole  inferior  limb  stretched  and  strangulated  at  its 
upper  portion,  by  the  neck  of  the  womb  perfectly  closed  and 
hardened.  Unluckily  a  portion  of  the  cord  is  protruding  and  is 
also  strangulated.  The  position  of  the  foetus  is  at  once  deter- 
mined by  the  protruding  portion ;  the  calcaneum  is  anterior, 
and  the  small  toe  or  external  edge  of  the  foot  is  against  the 
right  thigh  of  the  mother.  Consequently,  it  is  the  left  foot, 
and  the  occiput  corresponds  to  the  left  cotyloid  cavity.  Aus- 
cultation of  the  abdomen  of  the  mother,  reveals  the  death  of 
the  child;  no  heart  pulsations.  The  patient  is  worn  out;  all 
contractions  have  ceased.  I  resolve  to  dilate  the  os,  and  con- 
tinue  what  natuie  had  begun  but  not  completed. 

The  right  hand  is  introduced  up  to  the  neck  of  the  womb, 
and  one  finger  passed,  then  two,  and  so  on,  until  the  whole  five 
dilate  gradually  around  the  thigh  enough  to  allow  the  passage 
of  the  foetal  pelvis.  This  rather  exhausting  exercise  takes  no 
less  than  one  hour  and  a-half  to  be  completed.  Then  I  use  my 
right  index,  like  a  hook  inserted  in  the  fold  formed  by  the  right 
leg  bent  against  the  abdomen,  and  I  make  moderate  trac- 
tions, equivalent  to  those  made  by  my  left  hand  upon  the  left 
foot.  The  breech  presents  itself,  passes  through  the  neck,  and 
the  foetus  comes  down.  1  bring  the  arms  out  by  sweeping  them 
around  over  the  face,  the  right  one,  which  is  posterior,  first; 
then  the  left  one.  Kotation  having  taken  place  in  a  similar 
manner  as  in  head  presentation,  (the  occiput  being  under  the 
pubis),  I  complete  the  extension  with  my  medius  and  index 
fingers  placed  upon  the  the  fossa  canina,  and  exit  of  the  foetus 
results. 

Remarks. — This  case  is  a  curious  one,  especially  the  contrac- 
tion of  the  neck  upon  the  thigh,  with  atony  of  the  body  of  the 
womb.  The  child  is  born  partially  in  the  breech  and  partially 
in  feet  presentation,  which  both  can  terminate  naturally.    Were 
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the  mother  more  vigorous  and  the  n terns  less  torpid,  every- 
thing would  have  taken  place  naturally,  as  it  did  with  the  inter- 
ference  of  tbe  hand.  Fearing  that  a  long  manipulation  after 
auch  a  complete  exhaustion,  would  create  some  traumatism  and 
fever,  I  gave  her  alternately  Aeon.  Nap.  6th  atid  Arnica  mont. 
6th,  dissolved  in  water  and  taken  hourly,  which  produced  the 
desired  result. 

This  jfc'cventative  result  of  our  homceopathic  medicines  is  a 
proven  fact  to  me  in  surgical  cases.  After  versions;  the  use  of 
forceps,  even  in  the  most  refractory  cases ;  after  bleeding  oper- 
ations; extirpation  of  tumors;  small  amputations,  fractures, 
etc.,  I  have  never  had  to  deplore  accidents  from  traumatism 
while  using  our  Aeon,  and  Arnica. 

Yours, 

A.  D. 

Western   Homceopathic    Observer. 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO.,  DECEMBER,  1869. 


rVeaders'of'The  Ohutm^tII]  oblige  the  Editor  if  Ihey  Mill  forward  copies  of 
ewBpaperi,,  or  similar  matters  of  Importance  io  the  profession,  nil  auch  will  be 
full v  iirkrviwledged. 

J- Physician  a  haling  chsnnod  their  locations,  or  desirinc  to  rem  ore  from  one 
portion  of  the  county  lo  another,  will  please  communicate  with  Die  Editor,  that  he 
may  note  the  same,  flecords  of  marriage?,  and  deaths  of  physicians,  and  other  per- 
sonal news  will  also  be  revived  and  noticed. 

*3-  All  exchanges,  books  and  pamphlets  must  be  addressed  to  the  Editor,  No,  1418 
Washington  Avenue. 
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VALEDICTOR  Y. 

'■The  hour  iselmost  come."— Hahi.it. 

Ere  long  the  iron  tongue  of  midnight  will  have  tolled  the 
last  hour  of  the  year ;  the  last  grain  of  sand  ,will  have  fallen 
from  the  hour  glass;  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty -nine,  with  its 
pains  and  pleasures,  hopes,  joys  and  fears,  will  be  recorded 
among  the  items  of  the  past;  the  New  Year  with  its  unknown 
future  will  be  before  us.  Wo  cannot  refrain,  as  we  are  urged  for- 
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ward  by  another  revolution  of  the  wheel  of  time,  from.looki 
back  over  the  past,  and  recalling  the  memories — for  they  < 
only  be  memories  now — of  what  has  been.  The  social  i 
tions;  the  political  changes;  the  religious  struggles;  the  d 
eoveries  in  science;  the  facts  in  physics  which  the  Old  Yef 
has  revealed  to  us,  when  fully  considered  and  represented  1 
fill  volumes  for  present  and  future  generations.  But  in  our 
a  narrow  circle,  what  can  we  write  of  improvement  in  the 
science  of  Houiceopathy  ?  Wo  have  every  reason  to  feel  grate- 
ful with  the  march  of  medicine.  By  degrees,  but  with  cer- 
tainty, "tb-B drift"  of  medical  science  is  toward  Homoeopathy. 
No  one  can  read  Mr.  Alfred  0.  Pope's  recent  address  before  the 
British  Homeopathic  Society,  without  being  forcibly  persuaded 
of  the  fact.  Mr.  Popo  has  grasped  his  subject  with  a  compre- 
hensiveness that  brings  his  deductions  home  to  the  mind, 
and  his  paper  will  be  one  which  will  do  credit  to  the  year  of  its 
publication. 

From  our  foreign  exchanges  wo  sec  Ilomceopatliy  everywhere 
on  tho  increase.  Through  Germany,  Italy,  Franco  and  Russia- 
India  and  the  Eastern  Isles,  as  well  as  in  tho  United  States. 


Tho  banner  flies  triumphant. 

The  great  feature  for  us  in  America  for  the  current  year  was 
the  official  recognition  by  the  city  of  Boston  of  the  American  In- 
stitute of  Homoeopathy.  The  magnificent  banquet  thorc  given, 
and  thepresenco  of  the  dignitaries  of  the  great  city,  was,  and 
forever  will  bo,  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  our  cause  in  the 
United  States.  Too  much  praise  cannot  bo  bestowed  upon 
e  men  who  brought  about  for  us  so  glorious  a  result. 

The  great  volumes  of  proceedings  of  tho  New  York  State 
Homoeopathic  Medical  Society,  printed  by  the  State  Govern- 
ment, is  another  token  not  only  of  the  spirit  which  i3  moving 
the  waters,  but  of  the  important  phase  which  Homoeopathy  is 
occupying  in  the  cyesof  our  legislative  bodies. 

The  transactions  of  our  National  Institute  do  honor  to  the 
cause  and  the  profession,  are  roferred  to  by  tho  best  foreign 
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periodicals,  are  full  of  varied  and  useful  knowledge)  and  are  al- 
most n  faithful  aud  fair  chronicle  of  the  times. 

And  what  have  we  dono  in  surgery?    Where  throughout  the 
world  are  the  operations  that  may  compete  with  the  extraor- 
dinary  one     of  Prof.    Beebe,   of  Chicago?    Where   are    the 
surgeons  "  on  the  other  side,"  who  can   bring  forward   mora 
daring    and   successful   operative   proceedings?     Examine  the 
periodical  literature  of  our  school  a  decade  since,  aVi  the  sur- 
gical details  are  so  meagre,  so  very  few  and  so  very  far  be- 
tween, that  they  amount  to  nothing.     Look  into  our  journals 
of  to-day,  and  the    strides  which  this  important  branch  has 
taken  will  be  apparent  and  surprising.     In  Medicine,  the  books 
that   have  been  issued  are  numerous,  from  the  monogram  to 
complete  treatises.     Jahr's  Forty  Years  Practice,  Bohr's  Ther- 
apeutics, in  two  volumes,  The  Clinical  Guide,  the  works    of 
Burt,  Hugh's,   Bell,  Berjeau,   Breifogle,  and    others    indicate 
great  progress.    But,  for  all  this,  we  have  had  our  struggles  and 
our  quarrels,  which,  after  all,  will  in  the  end,  givo  an  impetus  to 
the  cause.     The  storm  began  in  the  City  of  Brotherly  Love. 
In  Gotham  tho  medical  faculty  have  been  in  a  whirl ;    the  col- 
lege has  in  a  mcasuro  changed  hands,  and  at  present  there  ap- 
pears to  be  a  lull  in  the  tempest.     In  Philadelphia  the  storm 
has  Bwept  by,  knocking  two  Institutions  into  one,  whose  pro- 
portions are  to-day,  vast,  promising,  and  in  every  way  credita- 
ble.    In  Chicago  the  northern  portion  of  the  whirlwind  has 
twisted  up  and  bent  down  and  blown  around  the  Fraternity, 
but  from  present  appearances  its  furj-  has  abated.    In  good  old 
St.  Louis  wo  have  had  a  tremendous  burst  of  fury.     Wind  N. 
N.E.;  rain,  thunder,  lightning  and  hail-   But,  a  little  streak  of 
blue  and  gold  gilds  the  western  sky.    The  black  cloud  shows  a 
rim  of  its  silrer  lining,   and  the  barometer,  though  yet  under 
heavy  pressure,  goes  steadily  up. 

Storms  move  in  cirplcs,  and  cannot  last  forever.  They  form, 
perhaps  the  topics  of  a  day's  conversation.  They  are  necesary 
to  the  preservation  of  the  great  and  wonderful  equilibrium  of 
nature.  They  leave  ue  to  appreciate  the  beauties  of  serenity. 
The  journals,  with  but  a  few  exceptions,  are  all  alive  and 
prosper,  and  are  on  a  better  footing  to-day  than  they  have  ever 
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been.  Our  own  paper,  the  Western  Homceopathic  Observer, 
enters  its  seventh  year  with  the  next  issue.  We  wish  its  pat- 
rons the  compliments  of  the  season — a  Merry  Christmas  and  a 
Happy  New  Year. 


Personal, 


T.  P.  Wilson,  M.  D.,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  has  issued  a  cir- 
cular stating  his  intention  of  making  Ophthalmology  a  specialty. 
The  Dr.  has  just  returned  from  a  visit  to  the  Continent,  whither 
he  went  chiefly  for  the  sturdy  of  diseases  of  the  eye.  We  have 
no  doubt,  that  he  will  be  successful  in  his  efforts. 

G.  D.  Beebe,  M.  D. — We  learn  from  a  Chicago  paper  that 
this  distinguished  surgeon  has  lately  removed  a  tumor  weigh- 
ing forty  pounds  from  the  abdomen  of  a  woman,  and  at  last 
accounts  she  was  said  to  be  doing  well. 

Doctor  Euddock,  of  England,  the  well-known  author,  and 
editor  of  the  Homceopathic  World,  paid  a  visit  to  St.  Louis  dur- 
ing the  early  part  of  October.  He  had  visited  the  veteran  Dr. 
Hempel,  at  Grand  Kapids,  and  was  making  his  way  northward 
to  Chicago.  We  were  glad  to  see  him,  and  to  observe  the  en- 
ergy and  enterprise  which  he  exhibits  in  our  great  cause. 

Dr.  L.  Gr^smuck,  of  Weston,  Missouri,  is  doing  good  service 
to  Bomceopathy  by  his  writings.  He  is  now  explaining  to  the 
people  of  his  vicinity,  the  nature  and  effects  of  Homoeopathy 
in  a  series  of  excellent  articles  contributed  to  the  Border  Times 
He  has  about  vanquished  his  Allopathic  opponent,  and  has 
come  off  with  flying  colors. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Burt. — The  Characteristic  Materia  Medica  of 
this  hard  worker  in  materia  medica  is  having  and  will  have  a 
large  sale.  It  is  by  far  the  best  of  his  writings,  and  we  predict 
that  it  will  be  of  more  service  to  his  reputation  abroad  than 
even  he  can  imagine. 
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Dil  Jab.  S.  Read,  Professor  of  anatomy  in  the  St.  Louis 
College  of  Homoeopathic  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  has  arrived 
in  the  city  from  Pittsburgh,  and  has  commenced  his  course  of 
lectures,  and  opened  an  office  for  professional  business.  Dr. 
Read's  lectures  are  well  digested  and  very  thorough. 

Dr.  T.  G.  Comstock. — We  are  glad  to  know  that  the  St.  Louis 
Obstetrical  Forceps',  invented  by  this  gentleman,  are  having  a 
ready  sale.  The  demand  is  larger  jthan  the  supply,  and  they 
are  well  spoken  of  by  the  most  distinguished  men  in  the  pro- 
fession. The  instrument  is  now  electro-plated,  which  adds 
greatly  to  its  appearance,  and  prevents  rust  and  blackening. 

Dr.  Rubicon,  of  Atchison,  Kansas,  paid  us  a  visit  for  a  few 
days.  He  visited  the  St.  Louis  College  of  Homoeopathic  Phys- 
icians and  Surgeons  and  expressed  himself  highly  pleased  with 
its  management. 

Dr.  R.  P.  Cole,  of  Chicago,  was  also  in  the  city,  being  a 
delegate  to  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Convention.  The  Doc- 
tor exhibited  to  us  and  the  class  of  the  St.  Louis  College  (new) 
his  improved  combination  for  supporting  the  abdomen  and 
uterus. 

Dr.  L.  H.  Willard,  ]of  Alleghany  City,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Profeassor  of  Orthopedic  Surgery  in  the  St.  Louis  College  of 
Homoeopathic  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  will  be  in  St.  Louis  in 
a  short  time  to  commence  his  lectures.  He  is  preparing  a  fine 
set  of  models  and  casts,  wherewith  to  illustrate  his  course, 

Dr.  Geo.  H.  Patchin  has  also  visited  the  "  City  of  Mounds," 
and  has  some  idea  of  locating  in  this  vicinity. 

Eh.  G.  W.  Barnes  passed  through  St.  Louis,  en  route  for  Cali- 
fornia.    The  Doctor  has  resigned  his  professorship  of  Materia 

Medica. 

Da.  Stacy  Jones,  of  Philadelphia,  accompanied  by  his  broth- 
er, has  been  making  an  extended  tour  through  the  western 
country.  After  the  lapse  of  a  decade,  we  were  especially  glad 
to  renew  the  friendship  of  classmates. 
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■  THE  ALBANY  CITY  DISPENSARY. 

We  have  received  the  report  of  the  above-named  Institution. 
Judging  from  the  energy  of  those  interested  in  its  welfare,  we 
predict  for  it  a  large  field  of  usefulness. 

The  report  exhibits  very  gratifying  evidence  of  the 
ness  and  success  of  the  institution.  The  cases  treated  at  the 
Dispensary  are  clarified  as  follows:  Surgical,  559 ;  diseases  of 
the  skin,  367;  head.  96;  face,  21;  eyes,  178;  ears,  27;  throat, 
81;  lungs,  412;  heart,  14;  digestive  organs,  307;  liver,  24; 
kidneys,  84;  bowels,  194;  spine,  10;  nervous  system,  114;  dis- 
eases of  women,  223;  diseases  of  children,  122;  zymotic  diseases, 
610;  number  of  visits  made  to  patients  at  their  residences,  1665; 
making  a  total  of  over  8Q0  different  cases  of  disease,  and  5,296 
prescriptions  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1869,  more 
than  twice  the  numbor  prescribed  for  during  the  same  time  last 
year. 

The  cases  treated  embrace  a  variety  of  form  and  intensity, 
a  part  being  merely  trivial  and  of  short  duration,  while  many 
were  of  a  serious  nature  and  of  long  standing.  Several  impor- 
tant operations  are  reported  among  the  surgical  cases.  The 
success  in  the  treatment  of  both  the  acute  and  chronic  cases,  in 
many  instances,  has  boon  very  decided  and  prompt.  The  report 
affords  the  most  convincing  evidonce  of  a  necessity  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  charitable  institution,  and  for  augmenting  its 
usefulness  by  increasing  its  facilities  for  the  reception  and  treat- 
ment of  the  worthy  poor  of  Albany. 

8.  II.  Carroll, 

Late  Resident  Physician. 


REPORT   OF  THE   1 

The  Treasurer  of  Albany  City  Dispensary  Association  re- 
spectfully presents  the  following  account  of  receipts  and 
expenditures  during  tho  fiscal  year  ending  September  30,  1869 ; 

RECEIPTS. 

Prom  Members  of  the  Association S    645.00 

From  Comptroller  of  tho  Stato 500.00 

From  other  sources 143.75 

Total  receipts .81,288.76 

EXPENDITURES. 

Expenditures 81,139.79 

Cash  on  hand  to  balance  148.96 

Tl,288.75 
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General   News. 

G.  H.  Morrill,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Editor. 


We  take  gro.it  pleasure  in  informing  our  friends  that  the  Homeopathic 
?mdents  in  this  city  now  have  the  privilege  of  visiting  the  Sisters'  Hoi" 
pitul  and  witnessing  the  operations.  This,  with  the  Hospital  privileges 
they  have  previously  enjoyed  enables  us  to  offer  to  students,  facilities 
in  this  line  equal  to  that  of  any  other  suction  of  tha  country. 

An  Inquest  was  recently  held  upon  a  headless  body  found  near  tome 
water  in  Arkansas.  The  jury,  after  due  deliberation,  returned  a  verdict 
of  accidental  drowning. 

Death  prom  Carelessness.— A  person  has  lately  been  poisoned  in 
Baltimore,  through  the  carelessness  of  a  druggist  who  put  up  a  prescrip- 
tion with  aqua  ammonia  instead  of  aqua  cinnamonium  as  ordered  in  the 
prescription. 

Argemoxi  Mexican*.,  a  plant  growing  wild  in  Mexico  upon  the  An- 
tilles and  in  some  parte  of  North  America,  furnishes  a  milky  juice  from 
which  a  substance  reacting  like  morphia  his  been  separated. 

The  Sewing  Machine,  which  has  in  oue  respect  proved  such  a  bless  - 
lag  to  the  ladies  in  facilitating  their  labors,  has  in  turn  proved  a  fruitful 
source  of  disease  In  many  who  have  steadily  used  it.  The  continuous 
and  fatiguing  motion  of  the  feet,  while  the  operator  is  sitting  in  a 
cramped  position,  causes  spinal  irritation  and  serious  menitruil  diffi- 
culties. 

Five  Children  at  One  Birth. — M.  Galopin  reports  a  case  of  five 
living  weU-forined  children  at  one  accouchement.  They  all  died  soon  after 
birth. 

Chronic  Catarrh.— Dr.  L.  Urlki  recommends  the  use  of  aconite 
tinct.  5  minims  every  4  hours. 

Poisoning  by  Corrosive  Sublimate.— A  mother  and  three  children 
have  been  poisoned  in  London  by  partaking  of  a  pudding  made  from 
corrosive  sublimate,  which  the  mother  had  mistaken  for  flour. 

Poisoning  by  Arnica.— A  woman  of  thirty-three  years  of  age,  drank 
two  glasses  of  infusion  made  from  a  handful  of  leaves.  The  most  promi- 
nent symptoms  were  violent  vomiting,  severe  beadac*he,  diarrhoea, "  very 
«inilsf*o  that  of  cholera,"  g astro- intestinal  colic  followed  by  collapse, 
cold  extremities  and  great  depression  of  the  pulse.  These  symptoms  con 
tinned  for  seven  days. 


General  If  ewe. 

Cholera. — This  fearful  malady  is  still  raging  in  Riipore,  India.  At 
Nursingpore  also,  the  people  are  in  a  great  state  of  alarm  and  excitement 
The  returns  show  tliat  more  than  fifty  per  ceot.  of  those  attacked  die. 
It  is  also  quite  prevalent  in  Persia,  hut  is  not  as  fatal  in  this  section. 

Jaues  M.  Stout,  of  Zanesville,  Ohio,  has  been  fined  forty  dollars  and 
costs  for  practising  medicine  without  paying  the  special  tax  required  by 


Binoulah  Accident. —At  Milwaukee,  the  other  day,  a  little  fellow  ex- 
pressed a  wish  to  he  weighed,  to  a  rag  pedler  who  was  at  his  mother's 
house.  To  humor  hie  whim,  they  tied  a  stiip  of  the  material  about  his 
waist,  to  form  a  fastening  for  the  hook  of  the  spring  balance.  While 
lifting  hiniup,  the  girth  gave  way,  and  the  hook  penetrated  the  boy's  jaw. 
Tho  pedler,  horrified  at  the  result,  hurried  away,  leaving  his  stock  anil 
balance,  tlio  latter  immovably  fixed  in  the  child's  jaw.  A  physician  was 
immediately  summoned,  who,  alter  much  difficulty,  succeeded  in  remov- 
ing it.  The  child  at  last  accounts  was  lying  in  a  critical  condition,  and 
fears  were  entertained  that  lock-jaw  would  ensue. 

Re-umo*  oc  the  Head  asd  Neck  after  Decapitation.-  From 
the  French  journals  we  learn  a  most  wonderful  story  (?)  viz:  that  Dr.Lor- 
)  y  Carmo  has  successfully  performed  the  above  operation.  Immedi- 
ately after  execution  a  compression  was  effected  by  a  pupil  of  Dr.  Lorenzo, 
on  the  carotid  arteries  of  the  head  so  as  to  stop  the  hemorrhage 
The  body  was  then  placed  on  u  bed  already  prepared,  and  Dr.  Lorenzo 
stuck  the  head  as  exactly  as  possible  on  the  section  and  kept  it  in  that  pos- 
ition. The  coils  of  a  powerful  electric  pile  were  applied  to  the  base  of  the 
neck  and  on  the  breast.  Under  this  influence,  as  in  former  experiments,  the 
respiratory  movements  were  at  once  perceptible.  As  the  blood  which  pene 
trated  in  abundance  through  the  surface  of  the  scar  threatened  to  stop 
the  passage  of  air,  Dr.  Lorenzo  had  recourse,  to  tracheotomy.  Respira- 
tion then  ensued  regularly.  The  head  was  fastened  to  the  body  by 
stitches  and  by  a  special  apparatus.  The  physiologist  wished  to  ascer- 
tain bow  long  a  time  this  appearance  of  life  could  thus  be  artificially 
maintained.  His  astonishment  was  great  when  be  saw  that  at  the  end  of 
it  only  did  respirations  still  continue  under  the  influence  el 
the  electric  current,  but  that  circulation  had  even  assumed  a  certain  regu- 
larity. The  pulse  beat  feebly  but  sensibly.  The  experiment  was  contin- 
ued without  intermission.  At  the  end  of  sixty-two  hours  i(  waa  evident 
to  the  astonishment  of  every  one  that  a  process  of  cicatrization  h^d  com- 
menced on  the  lips  of  the  section.  A  little  later,  signs  of  life  manifested 
themselves  spontaneously  in  the  head  and  limbs  til!  then  deprived  of  mo- 
tion.   Three  days  later,  the  respiratory  movements  reproduced  themselye- 
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and  electricity  wu  suppressed.  Dr.  Lorenzo  y  C&rmo  and  his  a 
were  stupefied,  frightened  at  a  result  so  unexpected,  aud  at  tbe  power  dt_' 
an  agent  wbicb,  in  their  hands,  bad  restored  life  to  a  body  whose  right 
to  exist  the  law  had  forfeited. 

The  learned  Burgeon  who  had  only  in  view  a  simple  physiological  ex- 
periment, employed  bis  skill  to  continue  this  work,  which  science,  aided 
against  all  expectation  by  nature,  had  so  singularly  commenced.  He  as- 
aiatecl  the  process  of  cicitriv.ation,  which  progressed  under  the  most  fav- 
orable conditions.  By  means  of  an  cesophagiao,  probe,  liquid  nourishment 
was  introduced  into  the  stomach.  At  the  end  of  about  three  months  the 
cicatrization  was  complete,  and  motion,  though  still  difficult,  became 
more  and  more  extended.  At  length,  at  tbe  end  of  seven  months  and  a 
half,  he  was  able  to  rise  and  walk,  feeling  only  a  alight  stiffness  in  the 
neck,  and  a  feebleness  in  the  limbs.     Vtrbum  sap. 

Lxas  PoieoNTMG.— The  people  of  Dover,  N.  H.,  are  complaining  of  tbe 
frequent  cases  of  paralysis  which  of  late  have  occurred  among  them.  Tbe 
medical  faculty  and  tbe  citizens  are  of  the  opinion  that  one  great  ;cs  use 
arises  from  the  drinking  of  water  which  runs  through  lead  pipe. 

Mm  in  Dybbhtkv,  Etc. — Tbe  Lanett  contains  a  letter  from  a  resid- 
ent of  Bengal,  giving  some  particulars  as  to  the  use  of  milk  as  a  remedy 
for  dysentery,  for  which  it  is  there  considered  a  specific.  "  A  pint  every 
four  hours  will  check  the  most  violent  diarrhoea,  incipient  cholera,  or 
dysentery.  In  fact  so  much  is  not  usually  given,  as  it  causes  constipa- 
tion. Half  a  pint  every  meal,  generally  reduces  gradually  and  pleasantly 
any  ordinary  diarrhoea.  If  you  have  a  stomach-ache,  without  diarrhoea, 
a  pint  of  hot  milk  generally  cures  it  in  ten  minutes.  It  is  perfectly  sooth- 
ing to  tbe  whole  alimentary  canal.  It  has  never  failed  in  curing  me  in 
six  or  eight  hours,  and  I  have  tried  it  I  should  think  fifty  times."  It  ap- 
pears from  other  correspondents  that  it  is  a  question  if  the  milk  should 
be  boiled,  and  allowed  to  become  cool  enough  to  swallow,  or  only  be 
warmed. 

In  this  country  it  is  luual  to  add  some  wheat  flour  to  tbe  boiled  milk. 
Of  late  both  in  Europe  and  here,  cold  milk  is  given  with  entire  success- 
in  the  treatment  of  diarrhoeas. 

Vaccination.— The  question  of  vaccination  is  presenting  itself  to  tbe 
English  mind  under  tbe  most  formidable  shape.  It  is  argued  against,  on 
the  one  band,  because  it  is  a  lively  source  of  disease— such  as  syphilis 
and  other  contagious  disorders.  It  is  defended  because  it  overcomes  the 
ravages  of  small-pox.  But  those  who  hold  that  it  should  be  retained  ra- 
ther confuse  tbe  discussion  by  forgetting  what  is  tbe  real  demand. 
It  is  asked,  not  that  vaccination  should  be  abandoned,  but  that  it  should 
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■  prevent  syphilis,  scrofulous  and    cry  si  pel  at 


infections. 

We  certainly  think  that  too  great  care  cannot  be  cxe*ased  in  the  selec- 
tion of  matter  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  vaccinatiou,  .and  that  it  U 
only  by  want  oi  proper  care  that  any  bad  effects  result, 

A  Wonderful  Core.— A  French  workman  some  time  ago,  in  Tarnish- 
ing various  metal  pieces,  scorched  himself  moat  dreadfully.  In  his  ago- 
ny, and  without  an  instant's  reflection,  ho  thrust  his  injured  hand  into  the 
pot  containing  the  varnish,  and  immediately  felt  relieved,  as  if  by  en- 
chantment. He  repeated  the  operation  for  a  day  or  two,  and  in  a  very 
short  time  his  hand  was  perfectly  cured.  This  discovery  excited  attention 
in  his  neighborhood ;  he  treated  many  similar  cases  successfully,  and  in 
September,  1808,  he  was  sent  for  to  Metz,  in  order  to  cure  the  meG 
injured  by  the  explosion  of  the  pov»der  magazine.  He  is  now  in  Paris. 
having  been  sent  for  to  try  his  varnish  on  the  patients  in  a  hospital,  and 
has  succeeded  so  well  that  a  sore  that  had  been  reserved  for  comparison. 
to  be  treated  with  nitrate  of  silver  in  the  ordinary  way,  has  been  given 
up  to  him  to  be  managed  by  the  varnish  treatment. 

Oob  colleague,  L.  Grasmuck,  M.  D.,  is  .'giving  us  through  the  Bor-kr 
Time),  a  aeries  of  excellent  article;  upon  the  Preservation  of  Health.  Wc 
trust  that  other  members  oi  the  Profession  will  follow  hia  example. 

From  THB  Columhb  of  the  N.  E.  Medical  Gazette  we  leain  the  follow- 
ing concerning  Dr.  Fincke  and  his  potency  machine  : 

"  The  Patent  Office  ;draws  out  information  which  neither  the  profes- 
sional integrity  of  the  individual,  the  solicitations  of  the  profession,  nor 
the  mandate  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homroopathy  have  been  able 
to  obtain.  We  have  often  been  told  how  the  stalwart  Jenichen  labored 
and  toiled  to  carry  a  few  drugs  up  to  the  10,000th  potency  ;  now  it  ia  dif- 
ficult to  understand  how  a  man,  not  half  as  large  mentally  or  physically  as 
the  aforesaid  Jenichen,  and  who  claimed  to  be  engaged  in  an  extensive 
practice,  and  who  at  the  same  time  could  give  us  such  a  plethora  of  words 
that  even  the  State  of  New  York,  which  usually  prints  everything  thai 
offers,  hesitated  about  finding  space  to  publish  such  a  vast  attenuation 
of  ideas,  could,  without  even  the  turning  of  his  hand,  produce  medicines 
of  the  100,000th  or  200,000th  potency. 

"  The  secret  is  out  now  :  but  the  laws  of  the  United  States  say  thiil 
nobody  shall  be  allowed  to  use  it  save  the  great  Fincke.  From  the  spe- 
cification of  the  patent,  your  readers  will  see  that  the  wonderful  problem, 
like  that  of  Columbus'  egg,  is  quite  simple  when  once  solved.  A  glra 
tank  is  graduated  to  hold,  say,  50.000  drams.  This  contains  the  vehicle, 
alcohol  or  water.     From  this  the  liquid  is  drawn  by  a  siphon,  which  dis- 
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charges  it  at  the  bottom  of  a  vial  holding,  say,  one  dram.  A  drop  of  the 
medicine  is  put  into  the  vial, and  each  time  that  one  dram  of  the  alcohol 
or  water,  whichever  is  used,  has  run  into  the  rial,  it  is  called  one  addi, 
tionnl  potency.  When  the  whole  60,000  drams  have  run  into  the  vial  - 
and  49,909  drams  have  run  over  the  tup  of  it,  the  dram  remaining _is  of 
'  the  50,000th  (Fincke^poteney  1'  In  this; way,  one  could  run  the  machine 
all  night,  and  in  the  morning  be  would  have  a  SO,  a  100,  or  a  150,000th 
potency,  all  ready  to  be  furnished  to  physicians  at  Dr.  Fincke's  published 
rates,  viz  i  '  $1  for  the  first  thousandth  potency,  and  ten  cents  more  for 
each  additional  thousand.'  Thus,  Lndieais'™,  $1  per  vial;  Ltchetii,  JUOh 
$-8  per  rial.'    Bee  'List  of  Dr.  B.  Fincke's  High  Potencies.' 

*  There  is  no  longer  any  doubt  Dr.  Fincke  has  discovered  an  original 
and  easy  way  of  reaching  the  high  potencies.  I  am  reminded  of  another 
method,  recommended  by  one  of  our  allopathic  frienc's,  which  I  think 
would  be  quite  as  efficacious : 

"'Take  a  little  ruin, 

(The  less  you  take  the  better), 
Put  it  in  the  lakes, 

Or  Wenner  and  of  Wetter. 

Stir  it  well  about, 

(Mind  you  don't  get  groggy,) 
Dip  a  little  out. 

Into  Winnepiseogee,  etc,  etc,' " 

"  It  only  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  profession  will  um  medicines 
prepared  in  such  a  manner,  and  whether  they  will  countenance  a  man 
who  bas  behaved,  in  relation  to  his  secret,  so  nnprofessionally  as  has 
Dr.  Fincke." 

Cuna  tor  Tape- Won*.— Dr.  Lentel  recommends  the  use  of  ether  in 
the  following  manner  i  Two-thirds  of  an  ounce  of  ether  is  given  at  one 
dose  followed  two  hours  afterward  by  an  ounce  of  sastor  oiL  The  worm 
is  usually  discharged  entire  with  the  head  intact 

Tellurium.— Dr.  Bunsen,  while  experimenting  on  hia  own  person, 
found  that  tellurium  imparted  such  an  offensive  odor  to  the  pereplrst'on 
that  he  was  compelled  to  absent  himself  from  society  on  this  account 
for  nearly  four,  weeks. 

Small-Pox  has  made  its  appearance  and  is  quite  fatal  among  the  in- 
habitants of  Providence,  R.  I. 

Articles  from  Dr.  T.  3.  Verdi,  ot  Washington;  Dr.  G.  W.  Bowen,  Fort 
Wayne;  L.  Grasmnck,  Weston,  Mo.,  have  been  received  and  are  on  file  for 
publication.    Correspondents  will  confer  a  favor  by  writing  on  on  side 

of  the  sheet. 
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ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  HOMOEOPATHIC  MEDICAL   SOCIETY 
OF  CENTRAL  ILLINOIS. 

A  convention  composed  of  physicians,  representing  the  cen- 
tral counties  of  the  State,  met  at  Strawn's  Opera  House,  in 
Jacksonville,  at  2  o'clock  p.  si.,  on  the  13th  of  October,  1869,  for 
the  purpose  of  organizing  this  society. 

Dr.  W.  D.  Lemon,  of  Jacksonville,  was  chosen  Chairman,  and 
Dr.  Booth,  of  Decatur,  Secretary.  > 

After  prayer  by  Dr.  Liscomb,  of  Winchester,  a  general  dis- 
cussion was  entered  into  on  the  question  of  the  organisation  of 
the  Society. 

Letters  from  twelve  or  fourteen  physicians,  expressing  a 
warm  interest  in  the  Society,  aud  regret  for  inability  to  attend, 
were  read  by  the  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  II.  II.  Shirley,  of  Whitehall,  u  permanent 
organisation  was  made. 

Dr.  W.  D.  Lemon,  of  Jacksonville,  was  elected  President;  Dr. 

G.  Y.  Shirley,  of  Jacksonville,  having  declined  the  nomination 

because  of  ill-health ;  Dr.  Willard,  of  Jacksonville,  Correspond. 

.  ing  Secretary ;  Dr.  Shirley,  of  Whitehall,  Treasurer ;  and  Dr. 

Routh,  of  Decatur,  Secretary. 

On  motion,  the  President  appointed  a  committee  of  throe  to 
draft  a  constitution  and  by-laws,  viz:  Drs.  K.  Wright,  of 
Beardstown;  G.  T.  Shirley,  of  Jacksonville,  aud  Dowler,  of 
Eushville. 

On  motion,  at  the  suggestion  of  Prof.  Helmuth,  of  St.  Louis, 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  select  suitable  persons,  from 
among  the  prominent  physicians  of  central  Illinois,  to  read 
papers  on  the  following  subjects,  at  the  next  meeting:  Materia 
Medica,  Practice  of  Medicine,  Surgery,  Anatomy  and  Physi- 
ology. The  committee  appointed  by  the  President,  as  chair- 
man, was  Dr.  Shirley,  of  Jacksonville,  and  Dr.  Willard,  of  the 
same  place.  Dr.  Helmuth  introduced  a  circular  concerning  the 
project  of  raising  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  H.  B.  Gram, 
who  introduced  homoeopathy  into  America. 

On  motion,  the  Society  received  the  circular,  and  the  Cor 
responding  Secretary  was  directed  to  procure  blanks  to  bo  die- 
trihuted  among  the  members  for  obtaining  subscriptions. 
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After  quite  a  discussion  on  the  question  of  admission  to  mem- 
bership of  Dr.  Reed,  of  Jacksonville,  it  was  decided  to  exclude 
him.  He  was  charged  with  having  ignored  homosopathy,  in 
order  to  obtain  admittance  to  the  Morgan  Count;  Medical 
Society  (allopathic)  of  which  society  he  is  now  a  member. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Loelkes,  of  Belleville,  it  was  determined  to 
hold  the  next  meeting  at  Decatur,  on  the  third  Tuesday  in  May 
1OT0. 

Drs.  Routh,  Aikman  and  Sibley  were  appointed  the  Commit- 
tee of  Arrangements. 

Adjourned. 

J.  W.  ROUTE,  M.  D., 

Secretary. 


BOOKS  AND  PAMPHLETS    RECEIVED. 


American  Journal  ot  Materia  Medics,  October. 

Homoeopathic  Review,  October. 

Habnemannian  Monthly;  October. 

British  Journal  of  Honjiaopath j ;  October. 

St.  Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal ;  October. 

Medical  News  and  Library;  October. 

Medical  Investigator;  October. 

Medical  Archives;  October. 

New  England  Medical  Gazette ;  October. 

United  btates  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter;  October. 

Medical  Investigator. 

North  American  Journal  of  Homceopsttay. 

American  Homoeopathic  Observer. 

Border  Times  (2  numbers). 

National  Temperance  Advocate. 

Boston  Journal  of  Chemistry. 

Bibliotheque  Homoepathique,  • 

Missouri  Dental  Journal. 

Chicago  Medical  Times. 

Ri  vista  Omiopatica  Roma. 

Philadelphia  Evening  Bulletin  (8  numbers). 

Horning  Chronicle,  Washington,  D.  0. 

Inaugural  Address  at  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  ot  Philadel- 
phia, by  L.  Stephens,  M  D. 

Catalogue  of  Museum  and  library  of  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College, 
of  Philadelphia. 

Allgemeine  Homceopathische  Zeitung. 
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L.  EL  Willard,  M.  D.,  Editor. 


A  hEW  FRACTURE  BED. 


Some  two  years  ago  there  was  reported  at  the  America!* 
Institute  of  Homoeopathy  a  paper  on  the  treatment  of  fractures 
of  the  Femur  by  extension,  and  counter-ex  ten  son  similar  to 
that  practiced  by  Swinburne.  Since  that  time  I  have  adhered 
to  the  same  plan,  and  with  a  like  result.  The  doing  away  with 
splints  and  substituting  in  their  place, — to  give  comfort,  and 
prevent  lateral  displacement, — bags  filled  with  bran  or  any 
other  substance  of  a  similar  nature,  has  proved  of  much  value. 
This  arrangement  affords  also  relief  to  the  patient  not  often 
experienced  with  the  surgical  appliances  of  tho  present  day. 
I  have  treated  several  cases  in  this  manner.  The  first,  a  young 
man  whose  leg  was  broken  by  the  jumpers  of  a  railroad  train, 
recovered  in  six  weeks-  During  his  confinement  to  bed,  which 
was  in  summer,  he  had  not  one  uncomfortable  night ;  neither 
any  pain  ;  he  could  sit  up  in  bed  or  lie  down  at  pleasure,  and  no 
preceptible  shortening  occurred.  'Tis  true  he  had  to  be  watched 
very  carefully,  and  every  morning  for  the  first  two  weeks  exact 
measurement  of  the  limb  was  taken,  and  if  the  broken  one  did 
not  correspond  in  length  to  the  sound  one  when  fully  extended, 
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the  extending  bauds  were  drawn,  until  the  exact  length  was 
attained.  During  the  following  winter,  another  case  was  treated 
way.  This  patient  was  about  sixty  years  old ;  bad 
been  ran  over  with  a  Bleigh,  thereby  receiving  a  fracture  of  the 
Femur,  about  its  middle;  ho  had  been  exposed  to  the  cold  two 
days  after  the  accident,  and  before  admission  to  the  hospital. 
On  entering,  he  had  pneumonia ;  pulse  high ;  tongue  furred,  and 
delirium.  Extension  and  counter-extension  were  applied  to  keep 
ihe  limb  its  normal  length,  and  juuk  bags  used  to  give  proper 
support.  In  this  condition,  for  the  first  two  weeks,  he  was 
treated,  when  the  pneumonia  having,  by  the  aid  of  medicine, 
improved;  a  starch  bandage  was  applied,  and,  at  the  expiration 
of  the  seventh  week,  he  could  walk  with  a  cane  ;  the  shortening 
being  about  one-eightli  of  an  inch,  and  scarcely  perceptible, 
unless  the  hips  were  exposed.  The  treatment  of  these  eases 
being  so  successful,  and  so  free  from  that  trouble  which  we 
experience  with  the  splints,  and  the  facility  for  ascertaining  to 
a  certainty  the  exact  length  of  the  broken  limb  being  so  great, 
I  win*  induced  to  make  a  fracture  bed  for  applying  extension  mid 
counter-extension,  not  only  for  broken  thighs,  but  for  fractured 
legs,  which  may  be  suspended  as  indicated.  The  apparatus  is 
useful  also  for  injuries  where  we  fear  contraction  of  the  tern  Inn-, 
for  excison,  and  for  a  variety  of  cases  where  the  convenience 
afforded  by  lliis  bed  are  manifest.  The  appliances  needed  lor 
the  patient  are  adhesive  plaster;  (that  spread  on  good  strong 
canvass  is  the  best,  so  that  when  cxtonson  is  made  it  will  neither 
slip  nor  stretch.  This  roust  be  cut  to  reach  from  the  head  of  the 
tibia  to  a  short  distance  below  the  heel ;  in  width  at  the  upper 
part,  two  inches  ;  each  strip  having  two  tails  so  as  to  fit  accu- 
rately the  leg).  An  intervcjiiug  block  of  wood,  the  same  width 
as  the  distance  from  the  outer  side  of  one  malleolus  (o  the  other, 
which  is  placed  between  these  strips  to  prevent  sores  or  pres- 
sure upon  the  malleoli ;  these  ends  are  fastened,  and  the  weight 
attached  ;  a  perineal  band,  made  of  soft  buckskiu,  and  stuffed 
with  wool,  of  euch  a  form  as  to  produce  no  ulceration1  This 
is  applied  after  the  manner  as  illustrated.  Junk  bugs  filled  with 
bran,  to  be  placed  along  side  of  either  limb,  reaching  from  the 
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Anterior  superior  spinous  process  of  the  ilium  to  tlic  heel  on 
the.  outer  Bide ;  on  l  lie  inner,  from  the  perineum  to  the  heel. 
These  are  nil  the  appliances  needed.  From  day  to  day,  the 
broken  ley,  or  femur,  must  tie  compared  in  length  and  position 
with  the sound  one.  The  patient-may,  by  means  of  the  piece 
which  runs  across  the  top  of  the  bed-stead,  raise  himself  to  a 
wtting  posture,  or  lie  in  a  horizontal  position.  The  bed-pan 
van  be  used  with  ease,  fiir  as  long  as  cxterisou  and  counter- 
*x  ten  son  is  maintained  properly  there  will  be  no  danger  of  dis- 
placement. As  the  diagram  illustrates  the  lied,  and  some  ftf 
appliance*,  ii  is  scarcely  necessary  to  enter  into  further  explana- 
tion. Kor  the  treatment  of  paralyzed  limbs  the  bed  is  well 
Adapted,  the  pulley  and  weights  enabling  the  patients  to  exer- 
cise when  they  cannot  stand  in  an  erect  position. 
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The  upright  pieces  are  made  in  such  manner  as  to  slide  from 
<hi«  Side  to  the  other,  in  order  to  get  the  limb  in  a  straight 
position  without  moving  the  body,  Holes  are  made  in  these 
Uprights  w  thatlhe  pulley  may  be  elevated  or  depressed  accord- 
ing; to  the  height  of  the  mattrass. 

Wt  i.i.  a  an. 
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DISLOCATION    OF  THE  LENS  OF  THE  RIGHT    EYE  FROM  A 
BLOW  OS  THE  LEFT  SIDE  OF  THE  HEAD. 


BY  DR.  C.  BAET.Z,  PITTSBURG. 


j£r8.  H }  an  Irish  woman,  October  30th  presented  herself 

for  consultation.  Her  right  eye,  the  sight  of  which  was  lost, 
gave  her  great  pain. 

On    examination,    there  was    found   ecchymosis    sclerotica* 

* 

and  a  small  tumor  on  the  inner  aspect  of  the  cornea,  causing 
her  a  good  deal  of  suffering.  The  pupil  of  the  affected  eye  was 
rather  smaller  than  the  left,  and  she  complained  of  pain  on  the 
left  side  of  the  head. 

On  close  injury,  she  confessed  that,  in  company  with  her 
husband,  she  had  procured  a  quantity  of  "extract  of  corn," 
vulgarly  called  "  benzine,"  of  which  they  both  imbibed  suffi- 
ciently to  excite  their  pugilistic  propensities.  During  the  strug- 
gle, she  received  a  heavy  blow  on  the  left  parietal  region,  from 
which  she  had  not  yet  recovered  ;  and,  next  day  after  the  fight, 
she  felt  pain,  soreness  and  pressure  in  her  right  eye,  together 
with  loss  of  vision. 

The  diagnosis  seemed  obvious;  her  eye.  had  been  perfectly  well 
previous  to  the  blow ;  she  perceived  the  enlargement  and  soreness 
the  day  after  the  debauch,  which  soreness  had  come  on  without 
the  precedence  of  any  inflammatory  action,  which  might  have 
suggested  staphyloma.  It  could  be  nothing  but  the  lens  which 
had  escaped  from  its  attachment,  and  gone  through  a  rent  in 
the  choroid  and  sclerotica,  lodging  beneath  the  conjunctiva. 
Considering  the  soreness  and  pain,  the  result  of  the  ruptured 
coats,  and  pressure  thereon  by  the  dislocated  lens,  I  concluded 
to  cat  into  the  conjunctiva  and  remove  the  lens  at  once,  and 
thus  stop,  without  previous  medication  all  cause  of  uneasiness 
to  the  injured  organ. 

Incising  the  conjunctiva  on  the  margin  of  the  cornea  gave 
exit  at  once  to  the  lens,  which  had  already  become  partially 
opaque.    The  inflammation  gradually  diminished  ;  after  which 
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very  little  trace  of  the  structural  lesion  was  observed.  Sight 
'was  very  indistinct,  and  will  remain  bo,  as  she  docs  not  consent 
to  wear  glasses. 

The  interesting  point  in  this  case  is,  that  sho  received  the 
blow  on  the  left  side  of  the  head,  which  dislocated  the  right 
lens.  Why  that,  and  not  the  left  ?  Was  the  effect  of  the  con- 
eossron  severer  on  the  right  side  than  on  the  left?  Front  the 
effect,  it  3eems  so. 


AMPVTATIO.V    OF  THE    THIQH,     LOWER    THIRD,    RECOVERS 
BY  L.  QRASMUCK,  M.  ».,  WESTOX,  MO. 

On  September  14th,  of  last  year,  I  was  called  to  see  a  young 
■nan  in  the  country.  On  arriving  at  the  cabin,  I  found  the 
patient,  a  slender  young  man  of  twenty  years,  narrow  cheated, 
of  florid  complexion,  with  weak  lungs  and  a  hacking  cough, 
the  only  son  of  a  very  poor  widow. 

Nine  months  since  he  fell  from  a  loaded  wagon,  one  wheel 
passing  over  the  leg  just  above  the  ankle ;  the  other  just  below 
the  knee.  He  did  not  think  himself  seriously  hurt,  and  con- 
tinued his  work.  In  a  few  days  the  leg  began  to  swell.  A 
"  regular  physician  "  was  called ;  pronounced  the  caso  one  of 
erysipelas;  poulticed  it  well,  and,  in  due  time,  lanced  it  to  let 
out  the  pus. 

On  removing  the  filthy  wrappings  and  salves,  with  which  it 
was  enveloped,  I  saw  at  a  glance  what  was  the  difficulty.  A 
large  and  deep  sulcus  extended  from  the  inner  tuberosity  to  the 
inner  malleolus  of  the  left  leg,  with  fistulous  openings  every 
few  inches  of  its  extent.  It  required  but  a  moment  to  verify 
these  conclusions  with  a  probe,  each  fistula  being  examined,  and 
in  each  one,  the  bone  was  felt  denuded;  the  sensation  being  very 
much  as  if  the  probe  passed  over  a  lump  of  salt,  thns  indicating 
extensive  varies. 


6  Amputation  of  the  Thigh. 

I  informed  the  poor  people  that  this  was  a  bone  disease,  and 
not  erysipelas,  and  that  in  all  probability  it  would  require 
amputation  for  relief. 

I  gave  him  a  certificate  of -admission  to  the  County  infirmary, 
under  my  charge,  intending  to  recruit  his  strength  in  order  to 
bear  the  operation. 

He  gained  rapidly,  and,  on  October  I9th,  in  company  -with 
my  friend  Dr.  Eubicon,  of  Atchison,  I  proceeded  to  the 
Infirmary,  and,  after  another  examination,  we  concluded  to 
amputate  at  once,  at  the  lower  third  of  the  femur,  by  the  flap 
operation. 

The  preparations  were  at  once  made.  The  instruments  all 
conveniently  placed ;  the  patient  secured  to  the  table;  an  assis- 
tant given  in  charge  of  the  diseased  leg ;  the  tourniqet  care- 
fully applied,  and  Dr.  Eubicon  administered  the  anaesthetic 
until  the  breathing  became  stertorous.  I  then  grasped  the  flesh 
on  the  anterior  surface  to  raise  it  from  the  bone,  and  passed  the 
knife  to  the  bone ;  carried  the  point  over  it ;  depressed  it  again, 
and  pushed  it  through  as  low  as  possible,  and  then,  cutting 
forward  and  upward,  made  the  anterior  flap. 

Dr.  Eubicon,  who  stood  ready  with  tenacula  and  ligature**, 
very  dexterously  seized  and  secured  the  arteries.  The  knife 
was  again  entered,  passed  behind  the  bone,  and  brought  out 
well  up  on  the  other  side,  and  directed  so  as  to  make  the  (poste- 
rior flap  a  little  longer  than  the  anterior.  Dr.  E.  seized  the 
femoral,  and  secured  it  with  my  aid.  The  other  arteries  were 
then  secured,  and  the  pressure  was  suddenly  removed  from  the 
femoral  vessels  to  ascertain  if  all  was  secure;  which,  being  the 
case,  the  flaps  were  retracted,  the  knife  again  swept  around  the 
periosteum  to  6ever  the  remaining  fibres  ;  the  bone  was  speedily 
sawn  through ;  trimmed  with  the  bone  forceps,  and,  after 
sponging  the  surfaces  to  arrest  the  oozing,  the  flaps  were 
approximated  and  secured  in  apposition  by  several  sutures. 
Adhesive  straps  were  then  applied  in  the  usual  way,  and  main- 
tained by  a  bandage  lightly  applied,  and  the  patient  (who  bore 
the  operation  well,)  was  placed  in  bed,  with  the  stump  elevated, 
and  dilute  Arnica  tincture  ordered  to  be  applied  to  the  wound  a?* 
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a  dressing.    Morphia,  I  grain,  was  given  to  produce  rest  and 
sleep. 

20th.  Found  the  p&tient  suffering  much ;  had  not  slept ;  pulse, 
120.  Aconite,  3d ;  Arnica,  2d,  dil.  internally,  in  alternation,  cvory 
two  hours. 

21st.  Somewhat  better;  slept  a  little;  pulse,  110;  wound 
looks  well. 

22d.  Had  good  sleep ;  pulse,  100 ;  some  appetite ;  ordered 
beef  tea  and  toast ;  discontinue  medicines. 

23d.  Pulse,  90;  complains  of  hunger;  wound  freely  discharg- 
ing ;  allow  better  diet ;  apply  calendula  tincture,  1  x,  dil.  to  the 
-wound  with  a  syringe. 

24th.  Apply  fresh  dressing  to  the  wound  ;  discharging  freely. 

26th.  Feels  well;  good  hamored;  teazing  a  fellow  patient 
'who  is  suffering  with  paraphimosis,  and  laughing  heartily  at 
the  prospects  of  an  operation  for  his  relief. 

28th.  Apply  fresh  dressing;  ligatures  all  off,  except  th6 
femoral ;  immense  discharge ;  continue  calendula. 

30th.  Pulse,  70 ;  seems  weak ;  wants  a  dram ;  give  china  1st. 
ten  drops  in  two  ounces  of  water ;  dose  every  two  hours. 

October  3d.  Wound  healing  nicely ;  feels  well ;  order  gener- 
ous diet;  plenty  of  beefsteak;  no  medicine.  From  this  time 
the  wound  healed  rapidly,  and  a  good  stump  is  the  result. 

His  health  is  good ;  his  lungs  are  strong,  and  he  is  fat  and 
hearty.  In  six  weeks  he  was  able  to  get  about  the  house  on 
crutches. 

I  have  removed  the  flesh  from  the  bones,  and  the  result  justi- 
fies the  operation,  and  point  of  selection.  The  tibia  was  frac- 
tured from  the  malleolus  to  the  tuberosity ;  both  extremities 
were  unsound,  especially  the  upper;  while  almost  the  whole  shaft 
was  a  sequestrum,  and  surrounded  by  a  splint  of  new  bone, — 
this  was  Mother  Nature  endeavoring  to  remedy  the  difficulty  in 
a  beautiful  manner. 

I  wish,  Mr.  Editor,  herewith  to  tender  my  thinks  t'o  my 
friend,  Dr.  J.  A.  Rubicon,  who  kindly  assisted  me  in  the  above 
described  case,  and  to  render  him  the  acknowledgement  that, 
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bat  for  him  and  his  skillful  manipulations,  I  might  not  have 
been  so  successful.  The  Doctor  is  a  brilliant  young  operator, 
-and  destined  to  achieve  success  in  the  art  of  surgery. 


ST.  LOUIS  COLLEGE  OF  HOM(EOPATRIO  PHYSICIANS  AND 
SURGEONS,  PRIVATE  CLINIC,  SEPT.  9, 1869. 


BT  T.  O.  C0M8T0CK,  M.  P.,  PROFESSOR  OF  OBSTETRICS — REPORTED  BT 

DR.  W.  0.  RICHARDSON. 


Strabismus.  Patient  a  young  man  19  years  of  age.    Case  waa 
one  of  strabismus  convergens  affecting  the  right  eye. 

The  anatomy  of  the  muscles  of  the  eye  was  explained  by  Dr. 
Helmuth,  who  was  present,  and  exhibited  to  the  class  a  very 
beautiful  wax  preparation  illustrating  the  same.  Dr.  Comstock 
then,  after  examining  the  students  present  upon  the  case  in 
question,  requiring  them  to  give  the  diagnosis,  varieties,  etc.,  of 
the  affection,  delivered  the  following  remarks : 

Definition  of  Strabismus :  A  loss  of  parallelism  and  want  of 
concordance  of  the  axes  of  vision. 

Causes:  The  causes  of  strabismus  are  frequently  obscure. 
Worms,  whooping-cough,  convulsions,  immitation,  etc.,  may  all 
be  indirect  causes ;  but  the  immediate  cause  of  convergent 
strabismus  is  according  to  the  researches  of  Bonders,  and 
-others,  hypermetropia;  a  condition  of  the  eye,  where  the  refrac- 
tory ftower  is  too  low,  and  the  optic  axis  too  short,  so  that  one 
«ye  is  forced  to  squint  inwards  more  than  the  other,  in  order  to 
increase  its  power  of  accommodation. 

The  treatment  of  this  deformity  is  to  restore  binocular  vision, 
(by  removing  the  existing  squint,  and  this,  in  confirmed  cases, 
«ean  only  be  done  by  a  surgical  operation  called  strabotomy, 
which  consists  in  making  a  section  of  one  of  the  recti  muscles* 

History  of  the  Operation:  This  operation  is  generally  accred- 
ited to  Stromeyer,  of  Hanover,  who,  it  seems,  operated  first 
About  1838 ;  but  it  was  already  known  more  than  a  hundred 
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years  earlier.  Id  the  Mercury  de  France,  for  Jane,  1737,  is  the 
following  advertisement:  "Dr.  Taylor,  Oculist  to  the  King 
of  Great  Britain,  has  just  arrived  at  Paris,  at  the  London  Hotel, 
Roe  Dauphin,  where  he  proposes  remaining  till  the  beginning 
of  July,  after  which  he  will  leave  for  Spain.  He  requests  us  to 
publish  the  discoveries  he  has  made  of  straightening  squinting 
eyes,  by  an  almost  painless  operation,  and  without  fear  of  acci- 
dent." From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  operation  was  not 
original  with  Stromeyer.  Even  our  own  countryman,  the  late 
Prof.  Dr.  Wm.  Gibson,  operated  in  four  cases,  as  early  as  1818, 
but  gave  up  operation  because  his  senior,  the  celebrated  Prof. 
Dr.  Physic,  disapproved  of  it. 

The  operation  is  one  that,  in  well  selected  cases,  is  usually 
^successful.  In  1859, 1  operated,  I  believe,  some  twelve  times, 
but  latterly  I  have  rarely  had  a  case  of  the  kind. 

Oftentimes  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  decide  which  eye 
•quints,  and  in  not  a  few  cases  the  patient  will  squint  in  both 
•yee. 

The  Operation:  This  is  performed  by  cutting  through  the 
conjunctiva  and  fasciae,  or  capsule  of  Tenon,  about  four  lines 
distant  from  the  cornea,  with  a  pair  of  scissors,  slightly  blunt 
pointed,  and  curved  on  the  flat ;  and  with  the  assistance  of  a 
pair  of  tooth-pointed  forceps,  raising  the  conjunctiva  and  expos- 
ing the  tendon  of  the  muscle;  then  a  curved  squint-hook  is  used, 
which  is  pressed  firmly  against  the  sclerotica,  and  the  hook 
eurved  and  slid  under  the  tendon.  The  points  of  the  curved 
ficissors  are  now  to  be  pushed  also  under  the  tendon,  so  as  to 
raise  it  a  little  more,  when  a  piece  is  to  be  cut  out  of  the  tendon, 
under  the  hook,  which  is  held  in  position  until  now.  But  little 
hemorrhage  occurs,  which  is  to  be  stilled  with  cold  water.  In 
these  cases  it  is  better  to  give  chloroform,  as  the  operation  is 
fey  no  means  a  painless  one.  The  patient  was  then  chloro- 
formed, when  Dr.  Comstock  completed  the  operation,  by  making 
a  section  through  the  tendon  of  the  muscle.  As  soon  as  the 
patient  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  chloroform,  the  eyes 
were  examined  by  all  the  class,  and  parallelism  of  the  axes 
seemed  to  be  perfectly  restored.    Dr.  Comstock  stated  that  it 
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10  Destruction  of  the  Epiglottis. 

was  his  custom  to  advise  the  patient  in  such  cases  to  cover  the 
sound  eye  with  a  bandage  for  at  least  a  week,  and  require  him 
to  nse  only  the  eye  operated  upon. 

At  the  present  time,  December  10,  patient  is  quite  well? 
vision  improved,  and  squint  entirely  cured. 

[We  have  seen  this  patient  very  recently,  and  can  attest  the 
success  of  the  operation,  by  the  perfect  restoration  of  vision.-EiK 


TWO  CASES  OF  DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  EPIGLOTTIS. 


RY  ALFRED  £.  REISS,  M.  D.,  VIENNA,  AUSTRIA. 


I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  brief  outline  of  two  interesting 
cases  of  rare  occurrence;  one  of  which  is  total  loss  of  the 
epiglottis ;  the  other,  partial. 

The  first  case  is  that  of  a  married  female.  She  was  totally 
cured  of  all  outward  symptoms  of  a  specific  infection;  for  which 
she  was  indebted  to  her  husband.  When  I  first  saw  her  at  the 
hospital,  where  she  applied  on  account  of  hoarseness,  she  was 
in  a  most  deplorable  condition.  The  whole  epiglottis  was 
destroyed.  The  site  of  attachment  of  the  epiglottis  to  the 
tongue  was  occupied  by  an  ulcer.  There  was  great  tumefaction 
of  the  mucous  membranes  and  sub-mucus  tissues,  covering  the 
arytenoid  cartilages*  There  was  swelling  of  the  right  and  left 
aryteno — epiglottidean  folds.  Both  false  vocal  eords  were 
swollen  and  covered  with  excrescences  that  looked  toward  each 
other.  The  true  vocal  cords  were  partially  covered  with  small 
ulcerated  surfaces,  making  their  borders  uneven  and  rough. 

The  only  troublesome  symptom,  and  that  for  which  she 
applied  for  relief  at  the  hospital,  was  complete  aphonia.  This 
was  evidently  caused  by  the  condition  of  things  presented  at 
the  true  cords. 

Pain  was  almost  absent.  It  is  a  noteworthy  fact,  that  the 
moat  terrible  ulcers  of  the  larynx,  be  they  of  syphilitic  or 
tuberculous  origin,  cause  but  slight  suffering.    Even  severe  out- 
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ward  pressure  upon  the  larynx,  in  such  cases,  seldom  causes 
much  pain. 

There  was  little  difficulty  of  breathing,  as  the  larynx  was 
large ;  therefore,  the  excrescences,  in  addition  to  the  swelling, 
did  not  visibly  prevent  the  easy  in  and  egress  of  air. 

To  satisfy  himself  as  to  the  truth  of  the  patient's  statement, 
which  was  to  the  effect  that  neither  fluids  nor  other  substances 
produced  any  difficulty  in  swallowing,  the  First  Assistant  caused 
the  patient  to  eat  and  drink  in  our  presence.  The  assertion  of 
the  patient  was  found  perfectly  correct. 

During  articulation,  the  excrescences  upon  the  false  cords 
would  so  well  adapt  themselves  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  see 
the  true  cords  below.  That  none  of  the  substances  swallowed 
found  their  way  into  the  larynx,  seemed,  therefore,  referable  to 
the  fact  that,  during  the  act  deglutition,  the  larynx  also  closed, 
and  these  excrescences,  fortunately,  prevented  entrance  to  the 
air  passages. 

At  the  the  expiration  of  two  months,  the  ulcers  and  oedema 
disappeared,  and  the  excrescences  had  become  visibly  smaller, 
leaving  an  opening  between  the  false  cords  during  articulation. 
As  no  difficulty  of  swallowing  presented,  in  seemed  proper  to 
assist  nature  in  removing  the  excrescences,  by  the  direct  appli- 
cation of  the  nitrate  of  silver.  I  was  permitted  to  do  this.  In 
a  short  period  the  excrescences  altogether  disappeared. 

In  the  second  case,  the  epiglottis  was  almost  totally  destroyed ; 
at  least  over  two-thirds  thereof.  The  collateral  oedema,  result- 
ing from  the  pathological  changes  in  the  larynx,  was  such  as  to 
cause  a  stenosis,  which  appeared  to  demand  tracheotomy,  which 
was  performed.  It  is  now  a  month  since.  The  rima  is  not 
perfectly  closed,  and  still  the  patient  can  swallow  without  diffi- 
culty. 

The  prevalent  opinion,  before  the  laryngoscope  was  in  use, 
that,  the  epiglottis  was  the  lid  of  the  larynx,  and  prevented  the 
entrance  of  foreign  bodies,  seems  now  to  be  regarded  with  some 
qualification  by  specialists.  At  any  rate,  this  subject  affords 
good  material  for  a  thinking  mind.  Much  could  be  said  on 
either  side. 
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12  Fistula  in  Ano. 

FISTULA  IN  ANO. 


BY   GEO.   W.   BOWEtf,    M.  D.,   PORT   WAYNE,  INDIANA. 


With  a  deeply  conscious  regard  for  the  success  of  our  school, 
and  its  several  advocates,  I  cannot  refrain  from  putting  forward 
my  evidence  in  favor  of  the  compressed  sponge  for  the  treat- 
ment of  the  above  affliction.  I  have  now  treated  five  cases 
with  perfect  success.  My  first  knowledge  of  the  plan  was 
gleaned  from  the  March  number  of  the  Investigator  in  the 
year  1867. 

As  a  valuable  aid,  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  first  get  up 
perspiration,  then  relaxation  of  the  bowels;  then  you  can 
operate  on  the  fistula  with  the  best  prospects  of  successful 
results. 

The  orifices  are  then  probed  to  ascertain  their  depth,  direc" 
tion  and  openings. 

If  much  ramification  is  found,  I  have  no  confidence  in  any" 
thing  but  injections  of  nitrate  of  silver,  diluted  with  alcohol' 
(after  being  dissolved  in  water).  Generally,  it  has  taken  three 
or  four  days  to  destroy  the  lining  of  the  tube  or  pipe ;  then  the 
sponge  is  used  only  at  night. 

Before  the  sponge  is  wrapped,  a  strong  twine  is  passed  through 
it  lengthwise,  and  the  ends  left  at  the  largest  part  for  its 
removal. 

No  cerate  has  been  found  necessary,  preferring  that  the  sponge, 
(which  must  be  of  the  softest  kind),  should  come  in  contact 
with  the  mucous  membrane,  to  excite  artificial  irritation,  which 
will  extend  to  the  tube  and  assist  in  causing  healthy  granula- 
tion or  direct  adhesion. 

In  one  case  I  was  obliged  to  cut  the  sponge,  and  insert  a 
piece  of  a  coarser  and  rougher  nature  on  the  side  where  I 
wished  to  cause  the  inflammation. 

Internal  medication  was  not,  of  course,  forgotten. 

Where  extensive  thickening  of  the  membranes  or  tissue* 
adjacent  existed,  Silicea  (never  below  the  sixth  cent.)  has  alwayi 

*ent  and  magical  effect. 
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If  there  has  been  an  excessive  secretion  of  a  watery  nature, 
Caustieum  has  been  administered  with  satisfactory  results. 

Bat,  if  there  is  evidently  a  formation  of  matter,  or  real  ulcer- 
ation and  Blow  granulation,  I  have  administered  Arsenicum 
morning  and  noon,  and  Merc,  cor.,  or  Here.  viv.  at  night. 

With  intelligent  patients,  I  trust  to  their  wrapping  the  sponge 
in  the  morning,  and  introducing  it  at  night. 

One  feature  in  the  use  of  the  sponge  I  have  found  very  impor- 
tant to  observe :  If  the  opening  is  above  the  second  rectal  or 
constricting  muscle,  the  tent  or  sponge  must  extend  above  the 
opening,  so  as  to  press  down  as  well  as  out. 

I  have  generally  found  a  week  sufficiently  long  for  the  use  of 
sponge. 

One  mure  suggestion  in  regard  to  diet.     If  the  food  is  of  too 
watery  a  nature,  granulations  or  adhesions  do  not  take  place  so 
fast ;  but,  under  a  meat  diet,  thoroughly  cooked,   and  with  a 
cold  water  pad  applied  at  night,  the  best  results  will  ensue, 
Nov.  10th,  1869. 


STRICTURE  OF  THE  URETHRA. 


A  Burgle*)  Clinic  held  it  the  Good  Samaritan  Hospital  before  the  diss  of  the 
St.  Louis  College  of  Homoeopathic  Phyitcfaua  and  Surgeon*. 


BT    PSOF.    WM.   T.    HILMCTH,    M.D. — HIPOHTEU  FOR  THB  OBSERVER 
BY  DR.  C.  H.  GOODMAN. 


Gentlemen  :  We  have  for  our  consideration  to-day  an  exceed- 
ingly interesting  case.  This  young  man  has  been  sent  to  me 
from  a  distant  city  for  relief,  by  my  esteemed  friend,  Dr.  Cote. 
My  patient  has  been  subjected  to  several  operations  for  the  cure 
of  the  stricture  from  which  he  suffers,  but  thus  far  bis  condi- 
tion has  not  been  bettered ;  in  fact,  it  is  much  worse  than  when 
the  knife  was  first  used  in  his  behalf.  You  will  notioetho  dark 
purple  color  and  tumefaction  of  his  penis,  the  enormous  hyper- 
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trophy  of  the  foreskin,  almost  completely  concealing  the  glans, 
whilst  on  the  under  surface  are  two  fistulous  openings,  thittagh 
which  the  urine  is  constantly  oozing,  much  to  his  discomfort. 
A  free  use  of  dilute  calendula  has  considerably  reduced  the 
inflammation  and  tenderness  of  the  part,  which  was  in  a  high 
degree  manifest  when  he  first  came  under  my  care,  a  week 
ago.  The  stricture  is  made  evident  to  all,  by  attempting  to 
introduce  an  ordinary  sized  probe.  I  propose  to  operate  for  his 
relief  to-day.  Our  appreciation  of  a  surgical  operation  is  com- 
mensurate iu  a  great  degree  with  our  knowlege  of  the  parts 
operated  upon,  as  well  as  the  difficulty  of  the  various  steps  of 
the  operation  thereof.  That  you  may  fully  comprehend  the 
obstacles  presenting  themselves,  as  well  as  the  probabilities  of 
success,  let  us  briefly  review  the  anatomy  of  the  parts  under 
consideration : 

By  the  term  urethra  we  understand  a  membranous  canal, 
extending  from  the  neck  of  the  bladder  to  the  external  opening 
in  the  glans  penis.  It  may  be  regarded  as  made  up  of  mucous 
membrane  with  adjacent  and  underlying  tissues.  Its  length  is  • 
a  question  of  some  dispute,  being  differently  stated  by  different 
anatomists,  according  to  the  manner  in  which  the  measure- 
ments are  made.  Sir  Henry  Thompson,  who  has  given  this 
subject  of  stricture  special  and  extensive  investigation,  gives 
the  average  length  of  this  canal  as  8}  inches  in  a  number  of 
bodies  he  examined,  post  mortem,  9  inches  being  the  maximum, 
7}  the  minimum  length*  Experiments  made  on  the  living  sub- 
ject differ  somewhat,  as  a  moment's  thought  would  lead  yeu  to 
suppose ;  the  results  of  which  are,  undoubtedly,  so  far  as  the 
surgeon  is  conoerned,  of  much  greater  practical  utility  than 
those  made  on  the  cadaver  In  these  cases  7  to  7J  inches  is 
regarded  as  the  average  length  of  tho  urethra.  It  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  post  mortem  examinations  relate  more  par- 
ticularly to  the  pathology  of  stricture,  whilst  those  ante  mortem, 
to  the  treatment  of  the  disease.  The  length  of  the  urethra 
during  life  is  modified  by  various  circumstances,  being  greater 
when  the  penis  is  in  a  state  of  erection  than  when  in  a  pendu- 
lous and  flaccid  condition.    The  diameter  of  the  canal  can  be 
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only  approximately  given,  although  five  lines  is  probably  as 
correct  (in  estimate  as  can  be  reached,  since  all  measurements 
only  express  the  capacity  the  urethra  has  for  dilatation,  rather 
than  its  actual  diameter.  In  fact,  the  urethra  may  be  regarded 
aw  a  closed  passage,  during  a  condition  of  flacicdity  and  health, 
since,  like  the  vagina  of  the  female,  the  walls  are  constantly 
approximated,  except  when  in  the  performance  of  their  natural 
functions.  As  you  are  aware,  the  urethra  has  been  divided 
into  three  portions:  prostatic, membranous  and  wpoogy,  naming 
from  the  bladder  to  the  external  opening,  or  from  behind  for- 
wards. The  prostatic  portion,  receiving  its  name  from  its  rela- 
tions with  the  gland  of  the  same  name,  is  about  1}  inch  in 
length,  and  extends  frora.the  neck  of  the  bladder  to  the  mem- 
branous part.  From  the  uvula  vesicn  may  be  seen  a  thin  bun- 
dle of  light  colored  fibres,  running  forward,  and  terminating  in 
the  caput  gallinaginis  or  veru  montanum,  just  in  front  of  which 
open  the  ejaculatory  dncts,  which  are  seen  in  the  walls  of  the 
sacculated  depression,  termed  the  sinus  pocolaris  or  utricle. 
On  either  side  of  the  crest  are  found  the  prostatic  sinuses.  The 
membranous  portion  of  the  urethra  is  that  part  included 
between  the  prostatic  behind  and  the  spongy  in  front,  and  is 
tbree-fourths  of  an  inch  to  an  inch  in  length.  Its  posterior 
boundary  is  the  apex  of  the  deep  perineal  fascia,  while  its 
anterior  boundry  is  the  anterior  layer  of  the  same  fascia,  and 
thas  being  included,  it  may  not  inappropriately  be  termed  the 
•intar-fascud  part  of  tftr  urethra.  You  will  remember,  with  the 
exception  of  the  meatus,  it  is  tbe  narrowest  part  of  the  canal. 
The  spongy  portion  embraced  by  the  corpus  spongiosum,  is  all 
that  part  anterior  to  that  just  deseribed.  It  contains  the 
frectile  tissue, and  is  from  5  to  8  inches  in  length.  Its  diameter 
is  not  uniform,  having  two  enlargements :  the  fossa  navieularis 
at  its  anterior  free  extremity,  and  the  sinus  of  the  bulb  at  its 
posterior  part.  The  former  is  much  easier  of  demonstration 
than  the  latter,  sinee  the  d  Mat  ability  of  the  urethea  at  the  latter 
point  is  much  greater  than  the  former,  and  which  alone  has  led 
many  anatomists  to  deny  its  existence.  Towards  the  central 
part  of  the  floor  of  the  sinus  of  the  bnlb  may  be  found,  on  care- 
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ful  examination,  the  openings  of  the  ducts  of  Cowper's  glands, 
running  between  the  m aeons  membrane,  the  distance  of  one- 
half  to  three-quarters  of  an  inch.  The  mucous  membrane  of 
the  urethea  is  continuous  with  that  of  the  bladder  and  is  studded 
with  lacunar,  their  apertures  looking  toward  the  external  orifice. 
The  largest  of  these  has  been  termed  the  lacuna  magna,  and 
it  can  be  found  about  an  inch  behind  tho  meatus.  As  in  the 
vagina  so  in  the  urethra,  the  mucous  membrance  is  character- 
ized by  a  series  of  rug®,  especially  in  the  bulbous  part.  I 
would  call  your  attention  to  the  intimate  relation  between  these 
and  tho  long  slender  bands  of  fibrous  tissue  which  can 
be  found  immediately  beneath  the  mucous  membrane,  running 
in  a  longitudinal  direction,  being  more  fully  developed  at  either 
end  of  the  canal  than  at  the  centre.  In  the  bulbous  and  mem- 
branous parts  they  are  quite  numerous,  but  very  delicate,  ren- 
dering these  parts  weakest  in  the  canal,  a  fact  to  be  remembered 
in  the  use  of  instruments:  Of  the  fascias  which  surround  the 
urethra,  none  have  more  importance  than  the  deep  perineal,  or 
triangular  ligament.  You  will  remember  it  consists  of  two 
layers,  an  anterior  and  posterior,  closing  the  trigonal  space 
between  the  rami  pubis ;  one  layer  being  attached  to  the  ante- 
rior face  of  the  rami,  having  close  relations  with  the  muscles  of 
the  perineum  and  beneath  the  transversus  perenei,  after  junc- 
tion with  the  posterior  layer,  is  continuous  with  the  superficial 
fascia  of  the  serotum  and  abdomen,  and  being  united  laterally 
to  the  rami,  a  sack  is  formed,  shielding  the  perineum  from 
urethral  extravisation,  at  the  same  time  forcing  the  fluid  over  the 
abdomen;  the  abdominal  fascia  and  Fouparts  ligament  pre- 
venting its  descent  on  tho  thigh.  The  triangular  ligament  is. 
perforated  by  the  urethra  at  a  distance  of  f  to  li  inch  below 
the  symphysis.  Long  before  actual  discovery  of  them  had  been 
made,  tho  character  of  the  uretheal  tissues  demonstrated  to  the 
practical  surgeon  the  existence  of  contractile  fibres  around  the 
uretheal  passage.  To  Koeliker,  of  Wurteburg,  is  due  the  honor 
of  having  first  published  the  fact  of  their  existence,  and  to 
them  he  applied  the  term  of  musculi  urethralis-  Nor  do  we  find 
only  longitudinal  but  circular  fibres    as  well,  embracing  the- 
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urethra.  (Here  Prof.  H.  gave  a  minute  description  of  the  mus- 
cles of  the  perineum  and  those  acting  on  the  urethea.) 

You  will  fix  in  your  minds  the  following  points:  1.  The 
urethra  is  a  shut  canal  maintained  in  this  condition  by  the  dis- 
position of  the  muscular  fibres  described.  2.  The  act  of  mic- 
turition is  performed  by  combined  action  of  the  bladder,  dia- 
phragm and  abdominal  muscles,  and  is  under  control  of  the 
will.  3.  The  discharge  of  the  seminal  fluid,  unlike  the  passage 
of  a  continuous  stream,  is  the  result  of  a  series  of  alternate 
contractions  and  relaxations  of  the  urethra.  Now,  the  lowest 
part  of  the  urethra  is  in  direct  contact  with  the  anterior  layer 
of  the  deep  perineal  fascia,  and  at  this  point  is  the  greatest 
resistance  to  the  passage  of  the  catheter,  and  may  be  often  mis- 
taken for  a  stricture.  The  election  of  a  catheter  of  the  proper 
curve  is  an  item  of  no  little  moment.  It  corresponds  to  the 
arc  of  a  circle  three-fourths  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  though 
various  circumstances  may  modify  this  curve.  Having  thus 
considered,  in  brief,  the  parts  in  which  stricture  occurs,  wo  turn 
to  the  disease  itself. 

Stricture  may  be  defined  :  "An  abnormal' contraction  of  somo 
part  of  the  urethral  canal."  Sir  Charles  Bell,  however,  regard- 
ing the  normal  condition  of  the  urethral  canal  to  be  that  of 
approximation,  defines  it  as  "  a  canal  that  has  lost  the  power  of 
dilating."  These  constrictions  have  been  regarded  as  being  of 
two  kinds :  Permanent  and  transitory.  The  former  being  due 
to  organic  deposit  about  the  walls  of  the  urethra ;  the  latter  to 
the  spasmodic  action  of  the  muscular  fibres,  of  which  1  hare 
spoken.  John  Hunter  classifies  them  into  the  permanent, 
spasmodic  and  imflammatory,  whilst  Thompson  makes  use  of 
the  term  :  Linear,  annular,  irregular  or  tortuous.  By  linear 
stricture  we  understand,  an  obstruction  of  the  canal  by  a 
membranous  diaphragm;  by  the  annular,  that  in  which  the 
contracted  part  is  thicker  than  the  linear,  whilst  the  irreg- 
ular include  such  varieties  as  cannot  be  classified  under  either 
of  the  above  heads.  Independent  strictures  may  be  found  in 
the  same  urethra.  Hunter  records  six;  Colot,  eight.  Leroy 
D'fitiolleB  mentions  a  case  of  eleven.    Seldom  do  we  find  the 
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urethra  entirely  obstructed.    A  few  drops  of  urine   will  pass 
through,  except  in  cases  of  perineal  fistula,   when   the  canal 
has  been  known   to   close  entirely.     It   will   most  naturally 
suggest  itself  to  your   minds   that   the   change   effected  by 
stricture  will    affect   the    whole    genito — urinary    apparatus. 
This  is  necessary,   and   the   first   occurring  to  me  is   cystic 
hypertrophy,  proportioned  to  the  amount  of  power  necessary 
to   overcome  it.    Sacculi   of  the   bladder,    too,   are  frequent, 
from  the  fibral  arrangement  of  its  tissues.     Some  have  been 
found  capable  of  holding  from  two  to  three  ounces.    Nor  is 
this  dilatation  limited  to  the  bladder   alone.      Cases  are  on 
record  of  its  extending  through  the  ureters  to  the  pelvis  and 
calices  of  the  kidneys,  and  especially  do  we  find  it  in  the  urethra 
just  posterior  ;o  the  stricture,  often  of  sufficient  size  to  admit 
the  passage  of  a  man's  finger.    Constant  contact  of  the  walls 
of  the  urethra  with  urine  will  often  result  in  ulceration  of  that 
membrane.    Abscess  and  fistula  will  form  from  urinary  infil- 
tration, and  extravasation  of  urine  takes  place  from  breaking 
down  of  the  urethra,  consequent  upon  prolonged  retention.   As 
to  the  locality  of  stricture,  the  urethra  is  not  subject,  during 
its  whole  extent,  to  these  abnormal  contractions.    John  Hunter 
says  the  bulbous  portion  is  most  liable.    Sir  E.  Home  writes : 
"Next  the  bulbous  portion,  the  most  frequent  place  is  4}  inches 
from  the  orifice  of  the  g1an8.,,     Says  Mr.  Liston,  "  Most  frequent 
about  4  inches  from  the  meatus."     Mr.  Shaw,  in  more  than  100 
dissections,  has  never  found  a  stricture  posterior  to  the  ligament 
of  the  bulb.     Vidal  observes  stricture  to  be  most  frequent  at 
the  junction  of  the  membranous  and  bulbous  part*.    However 
much  they  differ  in  other  respects,  anatomists  generally  agree 
in  assigning  the  most  frequent  point  to  be  at  the  sub  pubic  curv- 
ature.   Strictures  are  rarely  if  ever  found  in  the  prostatic  por- 
tion.   The  earliest  symptom  premonotory  of  this  affection  is  a 
constant  desire  to  urinate,  often  causing  the  greatest  pain.    As 
it  progresses,  there  is  a  slight  discharge  of  urine,  not  unfre- 
quently  containing  mucous  shreds.    The  presence  of  long  last- 
ing "  gleet "  should  alone  arouse  the  suspicion  of  the  watchful 
surgeoft  of  the  existence  of  stricture.    Then  the  discharge  o€ 
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urine  is  no  longer  subject  to  the  will ;  there  is  a  sense  of  heat 
and  soreness  of  the  part  about  the  bladder;  pain  daring  coitus; 
then  retention  of  urine,  followed  by  engorgement.     At  this 
«tage  we  have  a  condition,  simulating  incontinence ;  the  urine 
dribbling  away  incessantly,  drop  by   drop.      As  a  result  of. 
inflammatory  action,  abscesses  are  formed  and  fistula?  follow. 
This,  with  the  preceding  symptom,  is  especially  marked  in  the 
case  before  you  to-day.      The   causes  may  be  briefly  stated  * 
<Jhiefcst  amongst  these  is  that  of  inflammatory  action,  whether 
from   any   cause,    gonorrhea,    cauterization,   chancres,    ulcers, 
•wounds,  abuse  of  instruments,  abnormal  growths  and  congenital 
malformation,  of  which  I  have  spoken  to  you  before.     The  first 
•consideration  in  the  treament  of  stricture  is  the  restoration  of 
the  canal  to  its  normal  calibre ;  then  to  maintain  it.     How  may 
we  do  this  ?     We  may  introduce,  from  day  to  day,  bougies  of 
increasing  diameter,  until  the  contraction  is  overcome.     Or,  we 
may  forcibly  separate  the  adhesion   at  once,  or  we  may  make 
use  of  caustic.     In  adopting  the  method  by  gradual  dilatation, 
bougies  may  be  used  of  wax,  plaster,  softened  ivory,  gum  elastic, 
whalebone  or  metal,  like  those  I  show  you  now.     The  treat- 
ment of  a  complicated  case  requires  the  utmost  care,    patience 
and  skill.     It  may  be  days  before  we  can  pass  the  slenderest 
instrument,  and  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  twisted  bougies  of  Leroy 
D'Eteolles,  which  are  made  of  whalebone  or  gumelastic,  to  intro- 
duce into  the  smallest  cavities  and  tortuous  canals.     I  would 
call  your  attention  to  the  existence  ot  false  passages,  which 
often  mislead  in  endeavoring  to  use  instruments,  particularly 
when  exploring.     It  was  thought  much  could  be  learned  if  one 
could  see  in  the  urethra.     For   this  purpose  I   show   you   an 
Endoscope,  though  a  properly  educated  hand  will  prove  as  useful 
and  as  accurate,  in  the  majority  of  cases.    For  the  method  by 
forcible  and  immediate  expansion,  many  instruments  have  beon 
devised,  all  acting  so  as  to  produce  eccentric  dilatation  without 
friction.     Mr.  Luxmoor  was  the  inventor  of  the  first  metallic 
instruraentfor  this  purpose.     It  consisted  of  four  blades,  made 
to  expand   in   four  directions,    by   turning  a   screw    in    the 
handle.     Peneve  modified  this,  with  one  of  the  blades  united  at 
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the  extremity.  Mr.  Holt's  instrument,  you  will  see,  expands 
in  all  directions,  by  the  forcible  introduction  through  the  handle 
of  the  cylinder,  of  a  larger  one,  the  external  cylinder  being  so 
constructed  as  to  separate.  There  are  some  others  I  have  here, 
which  I  cannot  take  time  to  describe.  But  I  propose  to  use  to- 
day Mr.  Thompson's  dilator.  You  all  see,  by  turning  this  screw 
in  the  handle,  the  cylinder  is  made  to  expand  or  separate  by  * 
small  lever,  visible  through  the  openings.  A  more  gradual  dila- 
tion  can  be  effected  with  this,  and  at  the  same  time  it  has  con- 
sideral  power  to  break  up  any  adhesions.  Of  the  methods  by 
caustic,  external  and  internal  incision,  I  will  speak  another  day. 
I  show  you  a  number  of  urethrotomes,  Civial's,  Charrier's,  Ac., 
for  cutting  from  before  backwards,  and  vice  versa.  Having 
thus  briefly  considered  the  essential  points  of  stricture,  the 
anatomy,  causes,  results,  points  of  occurrence  and  methods  for 
relief,  we  will  proceed  to  the  operation. 

The  patient  having  been  chloroformed  thoroughly,  the  hyper- 
trophied  foreskin  was  freely  excised  with  the  scalpel  and  scis- 
sors, including  in  the  parts  removed  two  urinary  fistula; 
qui  to  extensive  hemorrhage  following.  This  being  checked. 
Thompson's  instrumeLt  was  introduced  and  the  screw  turned. 
The  separation  of  the  tissues  was  distinctly  heard  by  those 
present  in  the  room.  On  attempting  to  pass  a  needle  through 
the  foreskin,  the  hypertrophy  of  the  part  was  so  dense  (it  had 
in  fact  assumed  a  cartilaginous  character)  as  to  resist  all  ordi- 
nary efforts  to  this  end.  It  was  only  after  repeated  attempts 
by  Prof.  H.  and  his  assistants  that  it  was  successful,  and  then 
not  until  a  brace  had  been  made  of  a  block  of  wood,  which  was 
placed  against  the  head  of  the  needle,  and  so  pushed  through. 
A  catheter  was  then  introduced  and  retained  in  the  usual  man- 
ner. Six  hours  after  a  No.  9  bougie  was  readily  introduced  into 
the  urethra,  where  before  it  was  impossible  to  pass  the  smallest 
size. 

January  7,  1870. — Patient  carries  a  No.  13  bougie,  and  is  in 
excel  W*^4, 
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FRACTURE  OF  THE  LOWER  EXTREMITIES,   TREATED   BY 
SUITE'S  ANTERIOR  SPLINT. 


BT  T.  Q.  C0MSTOCK,  M.  ».,  ST.  LOUIS,  MO.,  PttOP.  OP  OBSTETRICS  AND 
DISEASES  OP  WOMEN  IN  THE  ST.  LOUIS  COLLEGE  CP  HOMIXOPAT1IIC 
PHYSICIANS  AND  Sl'BGKONS. 

During  the  past  twelve  years,  in  an  extensive  general  practice, 
we  have  had  no  little  experience  in  the  treatment  of  fractures 
of  both  the  upper  and  lower  extremities. 

In  the  treatment  of  fractures,  tho  first  duty  of  the  surgeon 
is  to  make  a  clear  and  accurate  diagnosis,  and  to  do  this  a  per- 
fect knowledge  of  general,  special  and  topographical  anatomy 
is  necessary.  In  addition  to  this,  it  is  requisite  to  understand 
well  the  outlines  of  the  form  of  the  human  body;  in  other 
words,  the  surgeon  should  possess  the  eye,  tact,  and  all  the 
faculties  of  a  true  artist,  so  that  he  may,  at  a  glance,  discover 
any  aud  all  deviations  from  the  normal  standard..  His  scientific 
knowledge  should  be  classified,  methodized,  and  arranged  in  an 
orderly  and  systematic  manner,  so  that  thereby  his  experience 
may  prove  to  him  a  source  of  profit,  which  he  may  use  to 
advantage  in  all  cases  of  difficulty  and  doubt. 

Granted,  that  the  surgeon,  by  h«rd  study  and  attentive 
observation,  has  so  methodized  his  knowledge  as  to  be  able  to 
diagnosticate  a  broken  limb,  we  shall  proceed  to  make  a  few 
observations  as  to  the  best  method  of  treating  fractures,  espe- 
cially of  the  lower  extremities. 

Rules  of  treatment:  1st.  As  soon  as  possible  after  tho  occur- 
rence of  a  fracture,  the  ends  of  tho  broken  bones  should  be 
brought  into  perfect  apposition. 

2nd.  To  maintain  thorn  in  position. 

3rd.  To  prevent,  or  relieve  inflammation  by  internal  consti- 
tutional remedies,  or  by  local  applications,  if  necessary. 

In  the  fulfillment  of  the  second  indication  for  the  treatment 
of  fractures,  supports  have  been  employed,  consisting  of  splint* 
made  from  divers  kinds  of  material;  these  being  applied  to  the 
broken  limb  and  maintained  in  place  by  means  of  bandages. 
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In  many  cases,  tho  apparatus  proves  cumbrous,  requiring  the 
limb  to  remain  at  rest  in  bed,  so  that  it  is  thereby  quite  incapa- 
ble of  obeying  any  of  the  motions  of  the  human  body.  As  a 
substitute  for  all  the  various  and  complicated  splints  and  appa- 
ratuses for  the  treatment  of  fractures  of  tho  lower  extremity, 
the  object  of  this  paper  is  to  call  attention  to  a  splint  which, 
until  within  the  last  few  years,  was  but  little  used,  and  really 
unknown  to  most  American  surgeons.  This  splint  was  first 
brought  into  notice  in  our  country  by  Dr.  Nathan  R.  Smith,  of 
Baltimore,  and  is  now  known  as  "  Smith's  anterior  splint ;"  but 
in  Mayer's  system  of  surgery,*  a  splint  similar  in  principal  was 
described,  more  than  thirty  years  ago.  We  condense  from 
Prof.  Smith's  work  upon  fractures  the  enumerations  of  the 
objects  to  be  attained  by  the  use  of  his  splint,  as  follows : 

1st.  To  furnish  a  support  which  shall  be  accurately  adapted 
to  the  surface  and  form  of  the  limb  which  reposes  in  it. 

2nd.  To  adapt  the  surface  of  the  support  so  that  tho  limb, 
sinking  into  it,  shall  maintain  its  form  by  its  own  weight. 

3rd.  To  make  the  limb  obedient  to  all  the  unavoidable  move- 
ments of  the  trunk,  so  that  the  fragments  may  not  be  displaced 
by  motions  of  the  body. 

4th.  To  obviate  the  contraction  by  the  employment  of  an 
extending  force,  always  uniform  in  action,  not  tedious,  and  at 
the  will  of  the  surgeon. 

5th.  To  arrange  supports  so  that  in  compound  fractures  we 
may  have  free  access  to  tho  scat  of  injury  without  disturbing 
the  supports  of  the  limb. 

6th.  To  affect  these  objects  by  an  apparatus  simple  in  con- 
struction, one  which  can  be  procnred  anywhere,  not  expensive 
and  easy  of  application. 

To  the  above  advantages  of  this  splint,  we  may  add,  the  pa- 
tients condition  while  using  it  is  rendered  easier  than  by  any 
other  splint.  He  is  not  liable  to  have  a  sore  heel,  which  is  the 
case  with  all  other  apparatuses.  He  can  turn  in  bed,  and  rest  him- 
self at  any  time  by  sitting  up  in  bed  or  by  rising  up  sufficiently 


♦"Mayers  nouveau  systeme  de  delegation  cbirargtcale,"  Paris,  1838.. 
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to  pitas  urine,  op  to  defecate.  With  this  apparatus,  he  might 
be  transported  easily  upon  a  railroad  car,  or  steamboat 
and  incur  no  danger,  difficulty  or  oven  inconvenience.  The 
nutrition  of  the  limb  is  not  interfered  with,  it  is  never  bandaged 
too  tight,  the  limb  is  never  fatigued,  the  patient  can  have  no 
bedsores;  his  bed-clothes  can  be  changed  daily,  and  the  frag 
merits  are  not  liable  to  bo  displaced ;  the  limb  after  union  hat 
taken  place  is  not  liable  to  be  shortened  as  in  the  case  when 
many  other  splints  are  used.  The  splint  is  applicable  for  both 
wimple  and  compound  fractures  of  the  femur  as  well  as  of  the 
tibia  and  fibula. 

The  splint  is  simply  a  frame  work  of  heavy  iron  wire,  to  be 
applied  above  the  limb;  it  has  an  angle  to  compare  with  the 
ankle,  one  at  the  knee,  moro  obtuse,  allowing  the  leg  to  be 
flexed  ;  and  a  third  corresponding  to  the  hip  still  more  obtuse, 
ho  that  the  thigh  will  bo  slightly  flexed,  upon  the  pelvis.  This 
wire  frame,  or  anterior  splint,  is  suspended  to  a  pulley  in  the 
ceiling  above,  then  let  down  so  as  to,  as  it  were,  rest  upon  tb< 
anterior  surface  of  the  whole  leg,  the  latter  is  then  confined  to 
the  splint,  and  therefore  supported  by  it  by  applying  a  bandage 
along  the  whole  course  of  the  limb,  (thereby  binding  the  limb 
to  the  splint),  so  that  the  whole  leg  will  finally  rest  in  as  it 
were  a  trough  composed  entirely  of  the  muslin  of  a  roller  band- 
age.* 

We  append  a  few  cases. 

Case  I. — John  W ,  aged  16,  fell  from  an  apple  tree  in 

St.  Charles  County,  Missouri,  in  May  1866,  and  fractured  both 
tibia  and  fibula  in  their  upper  third,*  very  rare  fracture  to  occur 
just  in  this  locality,  and  the  only  one  I  have  ever  met  with. 
Fracture  of  the  lower  leg  in  its  middle,  or  lower  third  is  fre- 
quent enough,  but  in  the  upper  third,  just  below  the  knee  where 
the  knee  is  strongest  is  of  exceedingly  rare  occurrence.  Patient 
was  treated  in  the  "Good  Samaritan  Hospital."  The  traetare 
was  adjusted,  and  the  fragments  carefully  co-adapted,  the  leg 
then  bandaged  from  the  foot  to  the'  knee;  then  the  anterior 

•For  more  accurate  information  consult  "  Bmith  upon  fractures  of  the 
lower  extremities,"  Baltimore,  published  by  Kelly  A  Piet,  1867. 
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splint  was  suspended  above  the  leg  and  a  bandage  applied  around 
the  leg  and  splint  from  the  foot  to  the  knee.    After  the  applica- 
tion of  this  bandage,  a  coating  of  starch  was  applied,  so  that  it 
might  be  firm,  and  no  opportunity  occur  whereby  any  accident 
could  happen,  so  as  to  displace  the  fragments.    The  limb  now 
rests  (in  a  trough  of  muslin)  under  the  splint,  which  is  bus- 
pended  from  the  ceiling  at  a  fixed  point.   In  order  to  create 
counter  extension  all  that  is  necessary  is  to  move  the  bed-stead  of 
the  patient  "head-ways,"  so  far  as  to  give  a  slight  obliquity  to 
the  suspending  cord  inclined  towards  the  foot.    This  was  done 
And  the  patient  remained  in  the  apparatus  for  six  weeks,  when 
his  leg  was  taken  out  and  union  found  to  be  perfect  without 
Any  deformity  or  shortness.    At  the  end  of  seven  weeks  he  was 
walking  all  over  the  Hospital,  and  soon  after  left  perfectly 
cured,  and  at  the  present  time  does  not  limp  or  show  any  indi- 
cations of  the  former  injury. 

Case  II. — Cora  D ,  aged  10  years,  January  9th,   186!^ 

while  at  play  on  the  top  of  a  chicken-coop,  fell  and  fractured 
her  left  thigh  in  the  upper  i\\ird.  It  was  an  oblique  fracture, 
And  when  I  saw  her,  four  hours  after  the  accident,  the  left  leg 
was  turned  under  the  right  and  the  angle  in  the  femur  at  the 
point  of  fracture  was  so  marked  as  to  present  an  unusual  de- 
formity seldom  witnessed ;  it  was  almost  a  right  angle.  The 
child  suffered  a  great  deal  of  pain,  so  much  so,  that  I  was  neces- 
sitated to  give  chloroform,  and  while  she  was  under  its  influ- 
ence I  reduced  the  fracture,  adjusted  the  fragments  carefully, 
And  then  applied  the  anterior  splint,  the  same  as  in  case  I,  ex- 
cept that  the  splint  at  the  knee  was  a  little  more  bent  and  its 
Angle  more  acute,  so  that  the  leg  was  confined  in  an  easy  and 
flexed  position.  The  child  recovered  from  the  effect  of  the  chlo- 
roform, and  found  her  leg  suspended  in  the  anterior  splint  I 
kept  it  thus  suspended  for  a  little  over  five  weeks,  when  the 
splint  was  removed  and  union  found  to  be  perfect.  While  the 
leg  mimmcd  in  the  splint,  the  child's  condition  was  always  a 
comfortable  and  easy  one ;  she  could  sit  up  in  bed,  and  play  with 
her  sister  and  other  associates,  she  had  no  sore  hoel,or  any  other 
excoriation,  and  I  ask  could  this  have  been  the  result  by  any 
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other  apparatus?    This  child  is  at  present  wcH,  and  walks  with- 
out limping,  and  the  limb  shows  no  shortening  whatever. 

Cabb  III. — Capt   T ,  a  pilot  of  steamer  "Octavia,"   (a 

United  States  government  boat),  fractured  his  tibia,  above  the 
ankle.  The  fracture  occurred  at  Cairo,  September  15th,  when  it 
was  reduced  by  a  United  States  army  surgeon,  who  employed 
the  usual  army  splint,  but  unfortunately  had  applied  the  band- 
ages too  tightly,  so  that  he  was  suffering  a  great  deal  on  ac- 
count of  the  circulation  through  the  limb  being  impeded,  and 
of  coarse  the  nutrition  of  the  same  was  thereby  interfered  with, 
and  the  veins  about  the  ankle  so  full  and  distended  as  to  give 
the  whole  affair  a.  very  unfavorable  and  suspicious  look!  Soon 
after  the  Injury,  the  boat  was  ordered  away  from  Cairo,  and  ar- 
rived iu  St.  Louis  September  20,  five  days  after  the  accident, 
when  I  was  sent  for  to  examine  the  case,  as  ho  was  already 
feeling  very  uncomfortable,  and  in  addition  to  the  above  de- 
scribed symptoms,  considerable  pain  was  experienced  from  an 
excoriation  at  his  heel.  I  immediately  loosened  the  bandage, 
removed  the  straight  splints,  and  then  applied  the  anterior 
splint,  which  was  suspended  from  a  pulley  screwed  into  the  coil- 
ing of  his  stateroom.  Patient  expressed  "himself  at  once  en- 
tirely relieved,  and  remarked  that  his  leg  seemed  so  fixed  and 
carefully  suspended,  that,  although  on  board  of  a  steamboat,  ho 
(band  himself  perfectly  comfortable.  The  anterior  splint  was 
first  suspended  from  the  ceiling,  aud  thon  fitted  to  the  leg  and 
fastened  by  means  of  a  roller  bandage  applied  around  the  splint 
and  leg  from  tho  foot  to  the  kneo.  A  good  layer  of  warm  starch 
was  thon  smeared  over  the  whole  so  as  to  keep  the  wrappings 
firm  and  in  place.  The  patient  expi  cased  himself  as  greatly  re' 
lieved,  the  leg  resting  perfectly  easy  in  the  muslin  trough  of  the 
splint;  his  heel  was  easy,  and  he  was  now  in  a  condition  to  lie 
down,  or  sit  up  in  his  bed,  or  even  move  about  a  little  in  the 
bed.  The  United  States  boat  being  required  to  leave,  I  could 
not  follow  the  case  to  its  termination,  but  I  hoard  afterwards 
that  he  did  well  and  recovered. 

I  have  mentioned  this  case  to  show  that  this  splint  may  be 
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Applied  when  the  patient  is  on  a  steamboat  or  railroad  car,  ju*t 
as  well  as  at  home. 

Injuries  to  the  knee  joints,  incised,   lacerated  or  punctured 
wounds  about  the  patella. 

Johan  H ,  a  German,  aged  19,  in  September,  1867,  while 

using  a  hatchet  to  cut  down  a  sapling,  struck  himself  a  sever© 
blow  diagonally  over  the  outer  quarter  of  the  right  knee-pan- 
The  injury  was  a  severe  one,  he  was  miles  away  from  home,  and 
was  obliged  to  walk  some  distance  to  his  wagon,  and  rode  home* 
in  a  shower  of  rain     He  took  cold  and  suffored  in  a  few  days* 
from  erysipelatous  inflammation  in  the  region  of  the  patella,  and 
at  the  knee  joint*    The  wound  was  an  ugly  one,  and  gave  me  at 
first,  a  suspicion  that  the  patella  was  cut  off,  although  the  liga- 
ment of  the  patella  was  not  severed.    I  did  not  see  the  patient 
until  the  third  day  after  the  injury,  and  then  he  was  suffering 
greatly,  and  in  no  position  was  his  limb  easy.    It  immediately 
occurred  to  me  that  I  could  relieve  him  by  suspending  his  whole 
leg  in  an  anterior  splint.     I  accordingly  applied  it,  and  he 
expressed   himself  immediately  after,  as  wonderfully  relieved. 
Some  little  suppuration  occurred  at  the  seat  of  injury,  which  waft 
encouraged  (as  he  had  a  good  deal  of  pain  in  that  locality)  by 
the  use  of  flax-seed  poultices.    Mercurius,  Rhus-tox.,  Aconite 
and  Bryonia,  were  given  at  different  times,  according  to  their 
several  indications,  and  after  one  week  the  erysipelatous  symp- 
toms had  nearly  subsided,  the  whole  region  about  the  patella 
and  knee  joint  was  still  sensitive  and  painful  upon  motion,  so  that 
I  kept  the  limb  suspended  for  ten  days  longer.    At  the  expira- 
tion of  this  time  the  splint  was  removed,  but  the  patient  was  not 
allowed  to  walk  for  about  eight  days  longer.     He  recovered 
entirely,  and  after  the  lapse  of  two  months,  when  I  last  saw  him, 
could  walk  about  as  well  as  ever.    Dr.  N.  K.  Smith  says — "in 
fractures  of  the  patella,  I  have  employed  the  same  apparatus 
with  signal  success  and  comfort  to  the  patient    The  apparatus 
for  this  purpose  must  be  made  straight  at  the  knee — the  heel  kept 
well  elevated  so  as  to  flex  the  thigh." 

In  case  1st,  where  the  fracture  occurred  just  below  the  knee 
the  splint  was  applied  nearly  straight  at  the  knee,  so  that  the 
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leg  would  remain  almost,  in  a  straight  position.  In  fractures  and 
iajuriet*  of  the  patella,  we  apply  it  in  the  same  way;  but  in  all 
other  fractures  of  the  leg  and  thigh,  the  splint  is  to  be  bent 
more  at  the  knee,  so  that  the  leg  may  rest  suspended  in  the 
splint  flexed,  which  will  be  far  more  comfortable  and  easy  for 
the  patient,  and  keep  the  parts  in  the  correct  and  normal  posi- 
tion. In  the  use  of  this  splint  the  above  rule  must  be  remem- 
bered. The  splint  known  in  St.  Louis  as  "Hodgen's  splinf'is  a 
modification  of  Smith's  anterior  splint,  and  the  only  advantage 
claimed  for  it  is,  that  it  may  be  applied  with  a  little  more  facil- 
ity, and  keeps  the  limb  a  little  more  exposed  to  view ;  but  the 
great  disadvantage  of  it  is,  that  the  patient  will  be  liable  in  some 
cases  to  have  a  sore  keel,  which  never  occurs  when  Smith's  ante- 
rior splint  is  used. 

The  yonng  surgeon  will  find  by  experience  that  one  of  the 
■most  troublesome  accidents  in  the  treatment  of  fractures,  is  a 
sore  heel,  and  this  can  be  prevented  only  by  the  use  of  Smith's 
anterior  splint. 

A  case  is  reported  in  the  Medical  Gazette  of  Paris,  of  a  very 
aggravated  and  dangerous  compound  fracture  occurring  in 
Switzerland,  where  this  splint  was  used  and  the  patient  tran- 
sported to  her  home  in  a  railway  car  without  any  derangement 
or  injury  to  the  fracture,  and  without  the  patient  having  suffered 
the  slightest  pain,  notwithstanding  the  violent  shocks  inflicted 
upon  the  cars  by  the  twitches  of  the  locomotive. 
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practical,  britf  as  possible  10  do  justice, 

of  the  Ohiiiii,  will  oblige  the  KiJiiur  if  tlmy  will  ionrard  copies  of 
...v—  m."!^...,  or  similar  mutters  of  importance  to  the  profession,  all  such  will  bo 
thankfully  acknowledged. 

J*-  Physicians  having  changed  their  locations,  or  desiring  to  remoie  from  en* 
portion  of  the  country  10  another,  will  please  communicate  with  the  Editor,  that  he 
may  note  the  same.    Records  of  marriages,  and  deaths  of  physicians,  and  other  per- 

pamphlets  must  be  addressed  to  the  Editor,  No.  HIS 
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Editorial. 

It  gives  us  great  pleasure  in  offering  to  our  readers,  in  the 
first  number  of  the  seventh  volume  of  2  Ac  Western  Homeo- 
pathic Observer  an  array  of  articles  on  surgery,  written  by  mem- 
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bers  of  oar  own  school.  The  time  has  passed  when  we  were 
obliged  to  cull  from  allopathic  literature  surgical  details  for  the 
perusal  of  our  subscribers.  The  Profession  will  bear  us  witness, 
that  since  the  first  number  of  our  periodical  was  published,  in 
1863,  our  effort  has  ever  been  the  advancement  of  Surgical 
Science  among  Homoeopathic  practitioners.  Saeh  will  continue 
to  be  the  aim  of  our  paper,  and  we  ask  our  Surgeons  through- 
out the  country  to  aid  us  in  our  efforts.  We  desire  to  record 
surgical  cases  treated  with  homoeopathic  medicines,  whether  in 
the  low,  higher  or  highest  dilutions ;  we  ask  for  the  detail  of 
operations;  we  request  for  publication  descriptions  of  new  in- 
struments and  appliances,  and  other  matters  pertaining  to  Sur- 
gery, as  well  as  contributions  belonging  to  medicine  and  the 
collateral  sciences.  We  hope  our  brothers  iu  the  cause  will 
give  us  their  support,  and  that  their  welcome  papers  will  come 
in  upon  us  in  profusion. 


THE  ST.  LOUIS  COLLEGE   OF  HOMOCOPATHIO  PHYSICIANS 

AND  SURGEONS. 


It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  record  the  complete  success  of 
this  new  Institution.  The  class  at  present  numbers  twenty-two 
students,  and  more  are  expected  before  the  close  of  the  session. 
What  young  Mater  can  record  a  more  favorable  beginning? 

When  the  old  University  of  Pennsylvania  began  its  course, 

*  'Ten  was  the  number  of  aspiring  youth, 
•      Who,  anxious,  thirsted  for  the  stream  of  truth. ' ' 

When  Jefferson  College  was  inaugurated,  the  number 
was,  we  believe,  but  one  dozen  students.  The  Board 
of  Trustees  and  Faculty  of  the  St.  Louis  College  of  Homoeo- 
pathic Physicians  and  Surgeons  determined  that  all  the  advan- 
tages which  were  published  in  the  annual  announcement  should  be 
faithfully  given  to  the  class,  and  so  they  have,  thus  far.  The 
•clinics  at  the  Good  Samaritan  Hospital  are  regularly  held ;  at  the 
Sisters  Hospital  the  eye  clinics  of  Dr.  Pollack  have  elicited  the 
admiration  of  all.  The  use  of  the  ophthalmoscope  and  many  of 
the  most  important  operations  are  thus  thoroughly  studied  and 
appreciated.    The  students  have  regular  hours  for  bandaging 
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ate  Lecture  Room,  and  the  friends  of  Homoeopathy 
\»  .,  with  pleasure,  the  following  official   record,  taken 

•*  ue  proceedings  of  the  City  Coancil  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis : 

No.  7018. 
.1  Ordinance  providing  for  the  admission  of  The  Faculty  and 
Students  of  the  St.  Louis  College  of  Homceopathic  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  into  the  "City  Hospital." 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  City  Council  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Section  1.  The  Board  of  Health  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis  are 
hereby  authorized  and  instructed  to  make  all  necessary  pro  vis- 
sions  for  the  admission,  into  ihe  City  Hospital,  of  the  Faoulty 
and  Students  of  the  St.  Louis  College  of  Homceopathic  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons. 

Sec.  2.  The  admission  of  the  Faculty  and  Students  of  the 
said  St.  Louis  College  of  Homoeopathic  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons into  the  said  City  Hospital  shall  be  upon  the  same  con- 
ditions and  under  the  same  rights,  immunities  and  privileges 
by  which  other  medical  colleges  of  the  city  are  admitted. 
Approved  November  3rd,  1869.  • 

When  we  add  to  these  significant  facts,  the  numerous  testi- 
monials which  have  been  received,  both  from  Physicians  in  this 
country  and  in  Europe,  and  the  stops  which  are  now  being 
taken  to  place  the  Institution  permanently  on  a  basis 
to  honorably  compete  with  other  colleges  now  in  existence; 
we  believe  we  are  in  a  position  to  report  a  most  favorable  and 
healthy  condition  of  the  new  school.  For  the  benefit  of  all  in- 
terested in  this  great  work,  and  for  the  purpose  of  placing  before 
the  profession  our  legal  authority  for  granting  our  diplomas,  we 
insert  here  our  "documents." 

in  tbb  circuit  court  of  st,  louis  county — june  term,  1869. 
Tuesday,  July  13th,  1869. 
State  of  Missouri      ) 
County  of  St.  Louis,  f 

Whereas,  Nathan  Cole,  John  Grothcr,  N.  H.  Clark,  F.  Hafke- 
meyer,  Geo.  P.  Plant,  T.  G.  Comstock,  John  Hartmann,  E.  O. 
Stanard,SilasBetit,  D.  It.  Lnytiea,  John  T.  Douglass,  John  N. 
Pritchard,  William  Tod,  Helmuth,  H.  C.  G.  Luyties,  and 
Robert  S.  Voorhis,  have  filed,  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the 
Circuit  Court  of  St.  Louis  conn  ty,  within  and  for  the  county 
of  St.  Lonis,  their  Articles  of  Association,  in  compliance  with 
the  provisions  of  an  "Act  Concerning  Corporations,"  approv- 
ed March  19th,  1866,  with  their  petition  tor  incorporation 
under  the  name  and  Btyle  of  the 
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"St.  Louis  College  of  Homeopathic  Physicians  and  Surgeons," 
they  are,  therefore,  hereby  declared  a  body  politic  and  cor- 
porate, with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and  immunities  grant- 
ed in  the  act  above  named. 
Bv  order  of  the  Circuit  Court. 

Attest :  J  no.  Lit  wis,  Clerk. 


Statkof  Missouri,  ) 

office  of  Secretary  of  State,  £ 

City  of  Jefferson,  July  2&th,  1869.  ) 

Whereas,  Silas  Bent,  Nathan  Colo,  John  Grether,  and  others, 
have  filed,  in  the  office  of  the  CleAk  of  the  Circuit  Court  with- 
in and  for  the  county  of  St.  Louis,  their  Articles  of  Associa- 
tion in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  70  of  Title 
xxiv  of  the  General  Statutes,  and 

Wiierkas,  A  copy  of  said  Article  of  Association  has  been  filed 
in  this  office,  on  the  Twenty  Eighth  day  of  July  A.D.  1869, 
as  required  by  section  two  of  chapter  62  of  Title  xxiv  of  the 
General  Statutes  aforesaid,  • 

Now  therefore  I,  Francis  Rodman,  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
State  of  Missouri,  by  virtue  of  authority  in  me  vested  by  law, 
do  hereby  certify,  That  the  said  parties,  their  associates  and 
successors,  have  become  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  under  the 
corporate  name  of  the  "  St.  Louis  College  of  Homoeopathic  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons,"  and  by  that  name  have  the  right  to  sue 
and  be  sued,  purchase,  hold  and  convoy  real  and  personal 
property,  and  to  have  and  enjoy  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
granted  to  corporations  formed  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter 
Twenty  of  Title  xxiv  of  the  General  Statutes  of  the  State,  sub- 
ject to  their  Articles  of  Association,  and  all  legal  restrictions 
and  liabilities  in  relation  thereto. 

^-^*— \  -j  In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
]  seal.  [  and  affixed  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
'  ^^r^s  *  souri. 

Done  at   the  Citv  of  Jefferson  this  Twentv   Right h  day  of 
July  A.T>.  18tf». 

Francis  Hodman, 

Secretary  of  State. 

The  articles  of  association  of  the  College  aforesaid  were  pre- 
mod  with  great  care  and  deliberation,  and  allow  to  those  avail- 
ing themselves  of  the  benefits  of  the  Institution  rights,  privi- 
leges and  immunities  equal  to  any  medical  school  in  the  conn  try* 
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General  News. 

G.  H.  Morrill.  H.  D.,  St.  Lwis,  Editor. 

SouDita  Curb. — Ad  Indiana  man,  who  hud  been  deaf  for  twenty  years, 
■»«  suddenly  cored  the  other  day  by  a  fall  from  a  hay  mow. 

PaorKOOOB  Bomr,  of  Berlin,  died  recently  from  a  wound  received 
while  dioacctipg. 

Shall  fox  U  quite  prevalent  in  St.  Louis,  twenty  deaths  from  this  di- 
sease being  reported  for  the  week  ending  December  tOtb.  It  is  most  fatal 
among    the  negro  population. 

To  Tobacco  OomnaM.— To  counteract  the  supposed  deleterious 
effects  of  nicotine  In  tobacco,  a  Frenchman,  M.  Armand,  proposes  to  mois- 
ten the  leaves  while  undergoing  the  Tarious  preparations  and  fermenta- 
tions, previous  to  delivery,  with  a  strong  infusion  of  water  cresses,  since 
be  has  discovered'  that  this  plant  contains  principles  that  destroy  the  pois. 
•onons  nicotine  without  altering  the  peculiar  aroma  of  the  tobacco. 

AitaoitrrioN  and  Exhalation.— French  chemists  have  proved  that 
fruits, — as  apples,  cherries,  currants,  etc,— after  being  gathered,  begin  to 
absorb  oxygen  and  give  off  carbonic  acid.  They  give  many  details  of 
their  experiments;  as,  for  instance,  that  5  apples,  weighing  together 348 
grammes,  yielded,  between  the  10th  of  January  sad  the  13th  of  July 
«,M(J  cubic  centimetres  of  carbonic  acid. 

Curiosity. — There  is  in  (Detroit  a  young  man  who  has,  on  the  right 
side  of  liia  face,  a  heavy  black  beard,  and  has  also  a  mustache,  while  his 
jefi  cheek  is,  and  always  baa  been,  entirely  beardless.  He  is  now  nineteen 
years  of  age,  and  bis  beard,  upon  this  one  side,  began  to  grow  luxnriently 
when  he  was  a  mere  infant 

Ctjpkum. — At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Clinical  Society,  Dr.  Clapton  read 
a  paper  upon  the  Effects  of  Copper  upon  the  system.  Several  noteworthy 
phenomena  were  described ;  as  the  presence  of  distinctly  marked  green 
stains  on  the  gums,  bluish-green  perspiration,  hair  of  a  greenish  hue  in  old 
workmen,  and  green  discharge  from  old  ulcers.  Investigations  have  also 
elicited  the  remarkable  fact  that  workmen  engaged  in  copper  factories 
have  always  escaped  cholera  and  even  choleraic  diarrheal,  while  the  neigh- 
borhood suffered  severely  during  the  great  epidemic. 

Axpctatioh  of  thb  Tonduk.— Dr.  Demarqnay,  of  Paris,  lis*  recently 
fxtfonned  the  difficult  operation  of  removing  the  greater  pnit  of  the 
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tongue.  The  patient  had  suffered  from  a  disease  in  this  organ  for  more- 
than  twenty  years.  The  operation  was  perfectly  successful,  and  the  pa- 
tient is  now  able  to  articulate  quite  easily  and  coirectly,  notwithstanding 
the  loss  he  has  sustained. 

Regeneration  of  Limbs.— Milne  Edwards  has  recently  communicated 
the  following  as  the  result  of  his  experiments:  If  the  limbs  of  a  newt  be 
cut  off,  the  scapula  or  ilium  being  left  behind,  the  limbs  will  be  produced ; 
but  if  the  scapula  be  removed,  the  limb  is  never  reproduced.  So,  also,  in 
the  fish,  if  the  fin  rays  be  cut  off  they  will  be  reproduced,  but  if  the  part 
corresponding  with  the  scapula  be  removed,  no  reproduction  will  take 
place. 

A  F<etu8  op  4  J  Months  Born  Alive,  and  Lives  J  of  an  Hour. — Mrs. 
W.  menstruated  last  time  on  the  first  of  May.    On  the  23d  of  September, 
after  unusual  exertion,  the  membranes  gave  way,  followed  by  a  large  fkow 
of  water.    On  the  morning  of  the  25th,  pains  commenced.    Was  called  to 
the  patient  at  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  found  the  os  partially  dilated,  and  the  head, 
of  the  foetus  presenting.  Called  again  at  9}  p.  if.,  and  was  told  that  the  foetus 
had  been  born  ateoe  some  twenty  minutes  previously,  and  was  still  living. 
Upon  lifting  the  clothing,  found  a  female  foetus,  evidently  of  not  more 
than  4 J  months,  making  active  movements  of  the  legs  and  arms,  opening 
its  mouth  and  making  a  feeble  squeaking  noise.    After  dividing  the  cord 
these  movements  gradually  ceased,  yet  signs  of  life  were  visible  for  fall 
three-quarters  of  an  hour  after  the  birth.    The  mother  had  never  felt  mo- 
tion. The  specimen  may  be  seen  in  the  museum  of  The  Hahnemann  Medi- 
cal College.  A.  B.  Thomas, 

A  Needlb  in  a  Living  Man's  Heart. — At  one  of  the  late  meetings  of 
the  Academy  of  Science  at  Milan,  Italy,  Dr.  Serafin  Bissi  exhibited  the  heart 
of  an  insane  nobleman,  who  died  lately,  and  who  at  various  times  attempted 
suicide,  after  he  had  killed  his  father  in  one  of  his  insane  fits.  The  unfor- 
tunate man  died  of  cancer  of  his  tongue,  which  he  had  bitten  off  durin£- 
one  of  his  excesses  of  lunacy.  When  he  was  dissected  a  needle  of  three 
inches  in  length  was  found  in  his  heart.  The  coroner's  court  was  informed 
that  twenty-two  months  before  his  death  he  had  told  his  parents  that  he 
had  pierced  his  heart  with  a  needle.  They,  of  course,  did  not  believe  it 
because  no  change  in  the  functions  of  this  organ  could  be  remarked.  H  e 
never  complained  of  any  pain  in  the  chest  or  in  the  heart.  Scientific  men 
regarded  this  case  as  being  of  most  extraordinary  interest  to  surgeons  and 
anatomists. 
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B7  A.  B.  REISB,  M.  D.,  VIENNA,  AUSTRIA. 

Much  has  been  said  and  written  upon  valvular  disease  of  the 
heart,  nevertheless  there  are  many  signs  which  we  cannot  place 
and  from  which  we,  at  the  present  state  of  the  knowledge  of 
heart  diseases,  are  not  able  to  draw  the  correct  conclusions. 
Therefore  to  a  busy  practitioner,  "reading  up"  on  this  subject, 
seems  bat  a  false  light,  that  leads  into  a  labyrinth  of  confusion 
of  ideas  and  opinions. 

The  reader  will  see  that  this  is  only  a  short  epitome  of  prac- 
tical prominent  facts,  which  enable  the  physician  to  diagnose 
the  condition  in  question,  without  being  necessitated  to  call  to 
mind  the  thousand  and  one  different  theories,  opinions,  prob- 
abilities and  possibilities  bearing  npon  this  subject. 
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By  insufficiency  of  the  semilunar  valves  of  the  aorta  is  under- 
stood a  morbid  condition  of  theso  valves,  allowing  a  regurgita- 
tion of  aortal  blood  into  the  left  ventricle,  during  its  diastole. 

In  health  the  closure  of  these  valves  is  based  simply  upon  a 
physical  principle. 

During  the  systole  of  the  left  ventricle,  the  blood  is  thrown 
into  the  aorta,  thereby  pressing  the  valves  against  the  walls  of 
this  vessel.  During  the  diastole  of  the  left  ventricle,  the 
column  of  blood  in  the  aorta  tends  to  now  black  again  into  the 
ventricle,  and  it  is  just  this  tendency  that  proves  the  preventa- 
tive ;  for  by  seeking  its  place  in  the  ventricle,  the  blood  presses 
upon  and  drives  back  the  valves ;  thus  closing  them. 

Now  to  the  point,  with  but  a  remark  upon  the  auscultation 
of  the  aortal  valves,  as  this  bears  directly  upon  the  case.  To 
auscultate  the  sounds  as  heard  over  the  aortic  opening,  it  is 
necessary  to  apply  the  ear  or  stethoscope,  not  upon  the  region 
corresponding  to  the  aortal  opening,  but  upon  the  lower 
part  of  the  second  rib,  upon  the  second  intercostal  space,  or 
upon  the  upper  part  of  the  third  rib,  a  little  to  the  right  of  the 
sternum. 

The  reason  for  auscultating  at  the  one  place  and  not  at  the  I 

other,  cannot  be  given  here. 

In  insufficiency  of  the  semilunar  valves,  the  blood  instead  of 
being  shut  off  in  the  aorta,regurgitates  from  this  vessel  into  the 
left  ventricle,  at  a  time  when  the  second  or  diastolic  sound  is 
heard  over  the  aorta.  The  result  will  be  an  indistinct  sound, 
a  murmur,  which  takes  place  of  the  normal  diastolic  sound. 
This  murmur  originating  at  the  semilunar  valves,  of  course  must 
best  be  heard  over  the  aorta.  The  murmur  may  be  so  strong  as 
to  be  heard  by  transmission  over  the  pulmonary  artery,  and 
right  as  well  as  left  ventricle.  This,  however,  must  not  lead  to 
false  conclusions.  The  sourco  of  the  murmur  must  be  the  great 
landmark  wheretrom  to  judge. 

The  murmur  is  produced  in  several  ways:  partly  it  is  the 
result  of  the  friction  of  the  blood  in  passing  through  the  open- 
ing left  by  the  valves;  partly  by  the  meeting  of  two  opposing 
-currents  of  blood,  the  one  going  from  the  aorta  into  the  left 
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ventricle,  the  other  going  from  the  left  auricle  Into  tbo  corres- 
ponding ventricle,  while  another  etiological  momentum  is  to  be 
found  in  the  irregular  vibrations  of  the  valves,  which  may  be 
thickened,  indurated  and  rough. 

When  the  number  of  the  heart's  contraction*  is  much 
increased,  it  maybe  very  difficult  to  know  whether  it  is  a  systolic 
or  diastolic  murmur.  This  can  be  obviated  by  feeling  the  carotid 
pulse,  or  placing  a  few  fingers  over  the  apex  of  the  heart,  while 
listening  attentively  to  the  murmur.  It  is  a  case  of  rare  occur- 
rence, when  it  cannot  be  ascertained  whether  the  phenomenon  in 
question  belongs  to  the  systole  or  diastole. 

The  regurgitation  of  blood  into  the  ventricle  cannot  continue 
long  without  showing  its  effect  upon  this  cavity.  The  ventricle 
now  receiving  its  contents  from  two  sources, muBt  dilate,  from  the 
increased  pressure,  in  order  to  bold  all  the  fluid  wbieh  is  poured 
into  it.  Nature,  in  her  good  design  to  restore  the  equilibrium  and 
return  to  health,  is  not  idle  here,  and  shows  herself— as  always — 
equal  to  the  emergency,  and  puts  additional  labor  upon  the 
left  ventricle.  It  will  contract  more  forcibly  to  get  rid  cf  the 
increased  contents.  This  increased  labor  on  the  part  of  the 
ventricle  results  in  an  hypertrophy  of  it3  walls.  If  now  the 
ventricle  is  thus  dilated  and  hypertrophted,  the  apex  of  the 
heart  can  no  longer  be  found  in  its  normal  position.  It  must 
find  another  locality,  and  it  is  found  a  little  more  to  the  left,  in 
the  sixth  and  even  seventh  intercostal  space. 

This  action  of  the  ventricle  cannot  but  be  manifest  in  the 
pulse,  which  often  is  bo  markedly  characteristic  that  this  alone 
will  tell  the  experienced  practitioner  the  disease  he  has  to  cope 
witb. 

The  blood  being  driven  with  such  decided  vehemence  into  the 
aorta,  must  necessarily  give  tho  pulse  the  impress  of  the  action 
going  on  in  the  heart.  The  pulse  must  be  sudden,  full, vigorous 
and  resisting.  At  times,  the  smaller  arteries  {not  well  per- 
ceived in  health)  are  as  strong  in  pulsating  as  the  radial  in 
health.  The  pulse  may  be  so  strong  as  to  moke  the  patient, 
lying  in  bed,  think  he  hears  the  stroke  of  a  hammer.  I  have 
•seen  a  patient,  who,  from  this  cause,  was  robbed  of  many  an 
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hour's  sleep.    Another  momentum  is  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
pulse.    This  completes  the  characteristic  picture. 

The  column  of  blood  sent  into  the  aorta  is  not  shut  off  there, 
it  has  an  outlet  behind,  whereby  to  flow  into  the  left  ventricle. 
Part  of  the  blood  suddenly  flows  back  again  into  this  cavity, 
making  the  pressure  in  the  aorta  only  very  momentary.  This 
retrogade  movement  on  the  part  of  the  blood  produces  a  sudden 
collapse  of  those  arteries,  which  but  a  moment  before  were  so 
inordinately  filled. 

This  quick  disappearance  of  the  pressure  in  the  vessels  is 
very  distinctly  conveyed  to  the  examining  fingers.  This  condi 
tion  is  also  well  perceived  by  the  eye.  The  arteries  of  the  head 
can  be  seen  suddenly  and  boldly  presenting  themselves,  and  as 
suddenly  disappearing.  l 

That  the  reparatory  attempt  at  nature's  hands  may  for  a  long 
time  paralyze  the  disease,  without  untoward  symptoms  it  is 
useless  to  state.  Should  the  pathological  changes  however 
become  so  great*  that  the  left  ventricle  can  no  longer  preserve 
the  balance  of  power,  the  patient  will  fast  go  to  his  grave. 

To  recapitulate:  Jn  order  to  diagnose  insufficiency  of  the 
semilunar  valves  of  the  aorta,  we  must  have : 

1st,  A  diastolic  murmur  over  the  aorta,  instead  of  a  normal 
diastolic  sound 

2d.  An  eccentric  hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle,  which 
manifests  itself  in  a  lengthening  of  the  heart,  so  that  its  apex 
is  found  a  little  more  to  the  left  than  is  normally  the  case,  and 
as  low  as  the  sixth  and  even  seventh  intercostal  space. 

3d.  A  sudden,  vigorous,  full  and  resisting  pulse,  which  almost 
in  an  instant  recedes  from  under  the  fingers. 

4th.  A  strong  systolic  action  of  the  heart  at  its  apex,  indi- 
eating  the  condition  of  the  ventricle,  and  the  phenomena  as 
presented  by  the  smaHer  arteries. 

Without  exception,   these   signs  will  invariably  be  present, 
which,  together,  with  the  anamnesis  of  the  case,  will  render 
the  diagnoses  of  "insufficiency  of  the  aortal  valves"  of   much- 
less  difficulty. 
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KAOLIN  IK  CROUP. 
BI  C.   A.  JAEOER,   ELGIN,  ILLINOIS. 

Dr.  Laudesmann  calls  attention  in  Allg.  Horn.  Ztg.,  vol.  79, 
pages  105  and  108,  to  a  new — or  rather  old — remedy  in  croup, 
Kaolin  (Porcelain  earth)=Al  3,  Si  3  +  6  II.  He  made  use  of  it 
for  the  first  time  in  1857,  having  a  desperate  ease  of  croup  to 
treat,  and  where  Aeon.,  Hepar.,  Spong.,  Brom.,  Phos.  and  Jod., 
after  several  days  administration  had  not  produced  the  slightest 
effect,  he  searched  in  various  works  for  a  remedy  to  be  of  benefit 
in  the  case,  and  found  in  Jahr's  Handbueh  der  Haupt  Anzeigen 
fuer  die  richtige  Wahl  der  homceop.  Heilmittel,  4tk  Edition,  1851, 
amongst  the  remedies  for  the  Croup,  Kaolin.  It  is  not  to  be 
found  in  any  other  work  of  Jahr's,  not  even  in  the  large 
symptom  codex.  Dr.  L.  administered  this  remedy  at  once  in 
the  6  dil.  moistening  globules  with  the  same  and  giving  it  every 
half  hour.  After  the  second  dose,  his  patient  began  to  breathe 
better,  the  cough  wasless  hoarse,  and  all  the  next  day  the  child 
which  was  considered  beyond  recovery,  was  out  of  nil  danger. 

The  Doctor  has  during  the  past  twelve  years,  in  about  150 
cases  of  Croup,  made  use  of  Kaolin  only  20  times,  for  the  reason 
that  he  has  never  given  it  at  the  onset  of  the  disease,  and 
has  generally  had  good  success  with  the  ordinary  remedies. 
Where  however  they  did  not  accomplish  the  desired  effects  then 
he  had  recourse  to  Kaolin,  and  in  all  cases  but  one  was  success- 
ful. 

Kaolin  is  especially  indicated  and  acts  most  promptly  when 
the  croupy  inflammation  is  confined  to  the  lower  portion  of 
the  larynx  or  to  the  upper  portion  of  the  trachea, 
which  is  readily  ascertained  by  the  sawing  like  inspira- 
tion canned  by  the  obstruction  in  those  parts.  Our  niitbi- 
relates  a  case  that  had  been  under  allopathic  treatment,  and  Lira 
attending  physician  pronounced  it  hopeless,  unless  relief 
could  be  brought  by  means  of  tracheotomy.  The  day  and  hour 
for  the  operation  was  set,  the  physician  arrived  at  the  house  of 
the  patient  with   instruments  for  operation,  Ac,  when   in  -a 
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moment  it  occurred  to  the  father  that  Dr.  L.  was  coming  on  that 
day  to  the  city  to  meet  an  appointment,  and  he  requested  the 
family  physician  to  postpone  the  operation  until  the  next  day, 
without  giving  any  special  cause  for  his  request.  The  physi- 
cian assented,  and  promised  to  call  on  to-morrow.  The  father 
hastenod  at  once  to  the  hotel  to  see  Dr.  L.,  to  whom  he  related 
the  case,  &c.  The  Doctor  considering  the  case  hopeless,  and  the 
more  so,  as  be  knew  the  allopathic  adviser  to  be  a  man  of  high 
standing  in  the  profession,  and  one  who  would  not  advise  the 
operation  if  it  was  not  the  only  means  by  which  the  life  of  the 
child  might  possibly  be  saved,  and  having  also  many  engage- 
ments during  the  brief  time  he  was  at  Gr ;  he  informed  the 

father  of  the  child  that  there  was  but  little  hope,  and  if  any 
homoeopathic  remedies  should  possibly  be  of  avail,  they — the 
remedies — would  act  as  well  without  seeing  the  child ;  as  the 
diagnosis  was  certain.  Dr.  L.  gave  the  father  two  remedies  in 
globules,  Brom.  3,  and  Kaolin  6,  with  direction  to  give  Brora, 
first,  every  half  hour  5  pellets,  and  if  during  six  hours  even  the 
least  improvement  appeared,  to  continue  the  remedy ;  but  if 
during  this  period,no  improvement  in  respiration  and  cough  was 
manifested,  to  give  then  Kaolin  in  the  same  manner,  and  as  soon 
as  the  patient  was  relieved  to  prolong  the  intervals,  whether  it 
was  from  Brom.  or  Kaolin.  This  was  on  Saturday,  and  on  next 
Tuesday  the  father  brought  the  cheering  news  that  the  child 
was  better.  Brom.  had  been  given  as  directed,  but  without  bene- 
fit. Kaolin  was  now  substituted,  and  after  the  second  dose,  the 
breathing  began  to  be  freer  and  the  cou^h  less  hoarse.  The 
medicine  was  continued  at  longer  intervals  during  the  night.  In 
the  morning,  when  the  family  physician  came  to  operate  upon 
the  child,  ho  found  the  little  fellow  in  full  convalescene  and 
was  greatly  astonished  at  the  change.  He  asked  what  had 
been  done  xluring  his  absence ;  upon  which  the  father  made  fall 
confession,  and  showed  him  the  globules.  The  physician  looked 
at  them,  smelled  and  tasted  the  same,  and  finally  remarked  that 
he  had  to  acknowledge  that  the  Homoeopathists  had  remedies 
which  were  unknown  to  him.  The  little  patient  folly  re- 
covered. : .    .   . 
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L.  H.  Willaeb,  M.  IX,  Editor. 

CLARK'S  IMPROVED  HODGEN  SPLINT,  FOR  TREATING  SIMPLE 
AND  COMPOUND  FRACTURES  OF  THE  FEMUR, 

BY  E.    A.    CLARK,    M.    D-, 


In  presenting  the  following  apparatus  to  the  profession,  for 
the  treatment  of  fractures  of  the  femur,  it  is  claimed  that  it 
posseses  advantages  not  recognized  in  other  appliances  now  in 
ordinary  use  for  that  purpose.  Its  practical  utility  is  the  more 
apparent  because  of  its  ready  adaptation  to  all  varieties  of  frao- 
ture  of  that  bone,  whether  simple  or  compound.  It  U,  however 
in  treating  the  latter  form  of  fracture  that  the  advantages  of  the 
apparatus  are  especially  appreciable.  The  convenience  and 
comfort  it  affords  to  the  patient  cannot  be  secured  by  any  other 
mode  of  dressing  now  in  use.  While  we  do  not  deny  that  good 
results  may  he  secured  by  all  the  various  appliances  generally 
used  in  treating  fractures  of  the  femur,-  -even  the  most  ancient 
methods,  not  excluding  the  expectant  plan  in  some  instances, 
— yet  we  cannot  but  ignore  the  long  splint  of  Physic  and  Re- 
nault, with  its  excoriating  perineal  band, as  being  not  only  cruel 
to  the  patient,  but  uncertain  in  securing  the  proper  length  of  the 
limb,  where  there  is  any  considerable  degree  of  shortening. 

These  objections,  however,  do  not  apply  to  all  the  forme  of 
fixed  dressings,  and  by  fixed  dressings  I  mean  such  as  shackle 
the  patient  upon  his  bed  without  admitting  of  change  in  the  posi- 
tion of  his  body.  Some  of  these— suph  aa  combine  the  method 
of  extension  by  Swinburne — may  rarely  fail  in  securing  the  proper 
length  of  the  limb,  however  much  it  may  have  been  shortened ; 
but  with  the  exception  of  the  starch  bandage — which  is  too 
unsafe  to  be  used  in  any  case  of  oblique  fracture—all  these  appli- 
ances are  objectionable  in  that  they  do  not  allow  tbe  patient 
sufficient  liberty  of  motion,  bo t  keep  him  confined  too  constantly 
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to  one  position,  which  in  many  cases  materially  affects  his 
health,  especially  where  other  injuries  or  complications  accom- 
pany the  fracture ;  while  in  no  instance  can  tho  patient  be  made 
so  comfortable  daring  the  period  of  his  treatment,  confined,  as 
lis  must  be,  by  the  ordinary  dressings,  as  when  he  is  permitted 
to  change  the  position  of  his  body  and  limb  at  will,  as  is  the 
case  when  dressed  upon  the  apparatus  herewith  represented. 

This  apparatus,  as  il- 
lustrated by  the  accom- 
pany i  ngwood-c  u  t,  n  eeds 
but  little  description  to 
indicate  tho  manner  of 
its  application.  The 
arch  and  pulliea  upon 
which  the  limb  is  sus- 
pended, are  exactly  the 
t  same  as  those  of  my 
~~  splint  for  treating  frac- 
tures of  the  leg,  as  pub- 
lished in  the  Humboldt 
Medical  Archives  for 
January,  1868.  The 
arch  should  be  turned 
of  iron  bars,  one-eighth 
of  an  inch  in  thickness 
and  half  an  inch  in 
width.  Thetop  of  the 
arch  (H)  should  stand 
eighteen  inches  from 
the  surface  of  the  bed, 
while  the  width  of  the 
frame  at  the  bottom 
(L)  should  be  fifteen 
inches,  and  its  length 
(K)  twonty-fo or  inches. 
The  two  arches  are  braced  upon  each  other  by  the  two  slender 
bars  (FF)  at  either  side,  and  the  rail  at  the  top  upon  which  the 
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pulley  (P)  glides.  This  rail,  to  prevent  bending,  should  be 
ma.de  of  steel,  throe- eighths  of  an  inch  in  width  and  one-fourth 
of  an  inch  in  thickness,  with  its  broad  diameter  placed  in  the 
vertical  position,  and  fixed  with  a  thumb  screw  at  one  end,  so 
that  the  rail  maybe  withdrawn  to  apply  the  pulley.  It  will' be 
observed,  that  the  arch  at  the  proximal  end  is  cut  away  at  the 
inner  side  below  where  it  joins  the  lateral  bar  (F),  the  object  of 
which  is  to  allow  the  patient  to  use  the  other  limb  more  freely. 

The  splint  of  Dr.  Hodgen,upon  which  the  limb  is  mounted, con- 
sists of  iron  rods  (A A)  one-fourth  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  placed 
parallel  on  both  Bides  of  the  limb,  extending  its  whole  length 
and  transversely  across  the  bottom  of  the  foot,  much  after  the 
manner  of  Smith's  anterior  splint.  The  limb  is  then  adjusted 
in  the  splint  by  placing  it  in  position,  and  pinning  strips  of  ban- 
dage (NH)  four  or  fivo  inches  in  width,  over  the  bars  on  either 
side,  constituting  the  floor  of  the  splint,  upon  which  the  limb  is 
allowed  to  rest  in  the  suspended  position ;  adding,  however,  as 
will  be  seen  in  the  diagram  (B)  a  sheet  of  paste-board  five 
inches  in  width,  extending  from  the  nates  to  the  knee  upon  the 
posterior  surface  of  the  thigh,  thus  giving  a  more  equable  sup- 
port to  the  limb  at  the  point  of  fracture.  These  bars  upon  which 
the  limb  is  supported,  are  prevented  approaching  too  near  to 
each  other  or  to  the  limb,  by  an  iron  bow  (E)  holding  them  in 
position  at  their  upper  extremities. 

The  attachment  for  extension  is  by  means  of  the  adhesive 
strips  (M),  extending  to  near  the  knee  and  passing  around  the 
fbotpiece  (I),  to  which  is  attached  a  small  bracket'  (B),  which 
hooks  over  the  lower  end  of  the  main  splint.  Then  the  limb  is 
suspended  by  the  four  hooks  (D  D.)  which  are  attached  to 
thimbles  that  slide  back  and  forth  upon  the  bars,  and  are  fixed 
at  the  desired  point  by  means  of  thumb  screws  in  their  outer 
sides.  The  limb  now  being  suspended,  the  extension  is  made 
by  means  of  the  cord  (C),  attached  to  the  hook  in  the  pulley  at 
(S),  passing  forward  between  the  cords  playing  over  the  pulley 
at  (O),  to  drop  over  the  pulley  (G),  fixed  in  the  slender  post  at 
the  foot  of  the  bed,  and  then  attached  to  a  sandbag  of  sufficient 
weight  to  make  the  necessary  amount  of  extension.  The  weight 


'J 


I 


42  Surgery. 

ordinarily  required  for  an  adult  will  be  from  10  to  15  pound*. 
Now  with  the  limb  completely  adjusted  in  the  apparatus,  the 
axis  of  the  femur  may  be  changed  to  any  line  by  sliding  the 
thimbles  nearest  the  foot  forward  or  back,  which  will  elevate 
or  depress  the  leg,  and  in  doing  so  will  produce  just  the  oppo- 
site effect  in  the  position  of  the  thigh.  Or -again,  the  same  can 
be  accomplished  by  sliding  the  thimbles  at  the  thigh  baek  or 
forth.  Or  the  axis  of  the  femur  may  be  stiU  more  conveniently 
adjusted,  by  gliding  the  pulley  (P)  back  or  forth  upon  the  sus- 
pension rail,  which,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  glance  at  the  diagram, 
if  the  pulley  be  drawn  towards  the  body,  will  have  the  effect  of 
elevatiog  the  thigh  and  depressing  the  foot,  and  vice  versa.  Then 
by  meaDS  of  the  lateral  movement  in  the  pulleys  (S,0),  the 
patient  is  enabled  to  rotate  the  limb  sufficiently  to  allow  him  to 
lie  upon  his  side  if  he  desires,  or  if  it  becomes  necessary.     The  i 

only  counter-extension  required  with  this  dressing  is  the  weight 
of  the  body,  which  is  quite  sufficient  in  all  cases ;  for  even 
though  the  patient  should  gradually  slip  down  in  bed,  the  exten- 
sion is  constantly  the  same  until  his  foot  reaches  the  post  at  the 
foot  of  the  bed,  when,  without  any  assistance,  he  can  draw 
himself  up  in  bed  again,  the  whole  apparatus  connected  with  ; 

the  limb  coming  back  with  the  pulley  (P)  upon  the  suspension 
rail,  when  the  body  is  drawn  upwards.  Thus  it  will  bo  seen 
that  the  patient  is  enabled  to  execute  many  movements  of  which 
the  sound  limb  is  capable,  without  in  any  way  modifying  the 
force  of  extension  or  changing  the  axis  the  of  femur.  Even 
though  the  patient  desires  to  sit  up,  or  lie  upon  his  side,  as  he  is 
often  compelled  to  do  because  of  bed-sores,  or  other  injuries  upon 
his  back,  the  position  of  the  fracture  is  not  in  the  least  affected 
or  union  retarded.  Neither  does  it  matter  at  what  point  the 
fracture  occurs,  whether  in  the  shaft  of  the  bone  or  the  neck, 
without  or  within  the  capsular  ligament,  the  result  will  be  all 
the  same.  Though  it  has  been  urged  and  may  be  thought  by 
some  as  an  objection  to  this  apparatus,  that  the  great  degree  of 
motion  allowed  to  the  limb  will  admit  of  too  much  mobility  in 
the  fracture,  such  objections  are  altogether  theoretical,  for  it 
must  be  apparent  that  with  any  ordinary  movement  of  the  limb, 
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the  motion  will  take  place  At  the  point  where  there  Is  the  least 
resistance,  which  would  of  course  be  at  the  joint  and  not  at  the 
point  of  fracture.  It  will  readily  be  Been  that  as  the  weight  of 
the  limb  is  supported  as  much  upon  the  upper  as  upon  the  lower 
fragment,  and  the  entire  limb  carried  alike  in  every  movement, 
the  whole  length  of  the  thigh  being  supported  upon  the  sheet: 
of  paste-board  on  the  floor  of  the  splint,  it  is  impossible  for  any 
motion  to  take  place  at  the  point  of  fracture  without  direct  force 
being  exerted  upon  the  fractured  extremities.  Thisapparatusis 
also  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  treatment  of  compound  fractures 
of  the  femur,  as  that  portion  of  the  limb,  not  being  encumbered 
by  bandages  or  splints,  is  always  exposed  to  view,  and  made  con- 
venient for  tho  application  of  dressings ;  while  the  strips  of 
bandage  beneath,  upon  which  the  limb  is  supported,  can  always 
be  readily  removed  when  they  become  soiled,  and  replaced  by 
new  ones  without  disturbing  the  position  of  the  limb.  That 
portion  of  this  apparatus  consisting  of  the  iron  bars  on  the  sides 
of  the  limb,  the  strips  of  bandage  constituting  the  floor  of  the 
splint,  with  the  adhesive  strips  attached  directly  to  its  lower 
end,  without  the  intervention  of  a  footpiece,  and  the  lateral 
pullies,  was  originally  devised  by  Prof.  J.  T.  Hodgen,  some  seven 
years  since,  but  the  suspension  and  extension  was  made  from 
the  ceiling,  after  the  manner  of  Smith's  anterior  splint;  and 
though  almost  universally  successful  in  securing  good  results 
with  this  method,  we  think  our  plan  of  suspension  and  exten- 
sion preferable,  both  for  its  convenience,  and  the  dangers  to 
success  that  it  obviates.  When  tho  extension  is  made  from  the 
ceiling,  the  cord  must  be  placed  at  a  certain  angle  of  obliquity, 
to  insure  the  necessary  amount  of  extension  to  maintain  the 
proper  length  of  the  limb.  Then,  if,  as  will  invariably  be  the 
case,  the  patient  slips  down  in  bed,  the  force  of  the  extension 
will  be  diminished  just  in  proportion  to  the  diminution  in  the 
angle  at  which  the  cord  is  attached.  But  with  the  extension 
by  the  sand  bag,  this  danger  is  entirely  obviated  by  the  uniform 
traction  exerted  upon  the  limb,  in  whatever  position  the  body  of 
the  patient  may  be  placed.  We  have  recently  treated  six  cases 
of  fracture  of  the  femur,  by  this  method,  with  no  shortening  or 
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deformity  in  a  single  case.  Of  these,  one  patient  was  a  delicate 
female  sixty  years  of  age,  with  an  extracapsular  fracture  of  the 
neck  of  the  femur,  with  a  contusion  upon  her  hack,  that  required 
her  to  lie  upon  her  side  most  of  the  time  during  the  ten  weeks 
her  limb  was  kept  suspended.  In  another  case — that  of  a  man 
fifty-six  years  of  age,  with  a  fracture  at  the  middle  third  of  the 
femur,  which  from  the  unnecessary  interference  was  prevented 
from  uniting,— at  the  end  of  fourteen  weeks  (now  eight  weeks 
since)  1  performed  the  usual  operation  for  ununited  fractures,  by 
lacerating  the  fractured  surface  with  a  gorget,  and  readjusted 
the  limb  upon  the  apparatus  as  before,  and  the  fracture  is  now 
becoming  quite  firm  and  will  soon  be  a  successful  cure,  without 
any  deformity  or  shortening  of  the  limb.  I  feel  confident  that 
a  single  impartial  trial  of  this  apparatus,  will  satisfy  any  one  as 
to  its  practical  utility,  and  that  no  other  apparatus  has  yet  been 
devised,  so  fully  to  obviate  the  many  inconveniences  attending 
the  treatment  of  the  class  of  injuries  for  which  this  is  especially 
adapted. 

[Note. — Through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Clark  we  have  witnessed  several 
cases  treated  with  this  splint,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that,  so 
far  as  our  experience  goes,  for  comfort  to  the  patient,  facility  of  applica- 
tion, and  the  proper  fulfillment  of  all  the  indications  for  fractures  of  the 
Femur,  this  splint  is  superior  to  any  now  in  use.  The  leg  splint  will  be 
shown  in  our  next  issue. — Ed] 


FRACTURE    OF    THE  LOWER    THIRD  OF   THE  RADIUS,  COM- 
MONLY KNOWN  AS  THE  COLLES*  FRACTURE. 


BY  T.  O.   COMSTOCK,   ST.  LOUIS  MO. 


Fractures  of  the  radius,  which  occur  in  the  lower  third  of  the 
bone,  say  from  half  an  inch  to  two  and  a  half  inches  above  the 
calrpal  end  of  the  bone  are  known  as  "Colles*  fracture,"  after  a 
cetebrated  Irish  surgeon  of  Dublin,  who  first  called  particular 
attention  to  them.  This  fracture  is  almost  always  caused  by 
falling  directly  upon  the  palm  of  the  hand. 
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Case  I. — Misb  S..   Aet.  47.    May  1,  1868.    From  accidentlly 
falling  down  stairs,  fractured  the  radius  of  the  left  arm.     The 
fracture  was  in   the  lower  third,  about  one  and  a  half  inches 
above  the  lower  end  of  the  radius.  Some  six  hours  elapsed  after 
the  injury,  before  I  saw  the  case.     The  wrist  was  very  much 
swollen,  and  the  deformity  was  very  marked  upon  comparing 
it  with  the  other  arm ;  the  pain  was  excessive,  so  that  I  was 
necessitated  to  give  chloroform  before  I  could  examine  it  Upon 
examing  it,  I  readily  detected  a  fracture  of  the  radius,  but  the 
deformity  was  so  great  that  I  at  first  feared,  in  addition,  that  a 
dislocation  at  the  wrist  might  exist.    The  fracture  was  reduced 
and  tbo  parts  very  carefully  adjusted,  a  roller  bandage  applied 
to  the  hand  and  forearm,  and  Bond's  splint,  well  padded  with 
cotton,  applied  to  the  palmar  surface  of  the  arm;  a  dorsal  splint 
of  thick  paste-board  was  now  applied,  and  then  a  bandage ;  the 
forearm  was  placed  at  a  right  angle  with   the  arm,  midway 
between   pronation  and  supination,  and  in  this  position   sup- 
ported in   a   sling.    The  patient  was  particularly  enjoined  to 
keep  quiet  until  all  the  severe  symptoms  of  pain  had  subsided 
Patient  suffered  considerably,  not  only  from  the  shock  of  the 
injury,  but  from  pain  and  swelling,  and  these  symptoms  did  not 
entirely  subside  for  three  days  or  more,  so  that  I  was  necessi- 
tated to  give  Aconite,  Arnica  and  Rhus  tox.  severally,  as  tbey 
were  indicated.    After  the  lapse  of  three  days  I  removed  tho 
bandages,  so  as  to  carefully  examine  the  limb,  which  I  found  to 
be  in  a  straight  position  and  everything  looked  favorable.   The 
arm  was  examined  from  time  to  time,  but  tbo.  splints  were  kept 
on  for  eight  weeks.     She  made  a  perfect  recovery,  and  at  the 
end  of  three  months  was  able  to  uso  her  hand.     At  the  present 
time  she  is  perfectly  well  and  the  limb  quite  normal. 

Case  II. — Honry  S.  Aet  15.  Opened  a  door  at  the  head  of 
a  pair  of  stairs  going  down  cellar,  and  fell  to  the  bottom,  Ee 
was  severely  injured  in  many  parts  of  his  body,  but  no  bones 
were  broken,  except  the  right  radius,  about  one  inch  above  its 
lower  extremity.  The  patient  suffered  very  much,  as  is  usually 
the  case,  having  received,  apparently,  some  internal  injuries.  It 
was  called  to  him  soon  after  tbe  accident,  bnt  did  not  deem  it 
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prudent   to  give  him  chloroform  immediately,  until  symptoms 
of  reaction  should  show  themselves,  as  the  shock  from  the  in- 
jury was  very  marked.     After  the  lapse  of  two  hours  I  admin- 
istered chloroform  and  examined  the  injury,  and  found,  as  above 
stated,  a  fracture  of  the  radius.    I  reduced  the  fracture  and 
treated  it   in  the  same  way  as  in  case  I.  using  Bond's  splints. 
After  three  days  I  examined  the  limb,  carefully  removing  the 
plints,  and  then,  finding  the  parts  in  position,  reapplied    the 
6plints.    After  this   I  examined  the  limb  every  nine  days.    At 
the  end  of  six  weeks  I  removed  the  splints  and  found  union  per- 
fect, but  concluded  to  apply  only  the  palmar  splint,  (leaving  off 
the  dorsal  splint),  and  required  him  to  wear  the  same  for  some 
two  weeks  longer,  as  he  was  disposed  to  be  rather  reckless  and 
careless  about  himself.     He  recovered  the  use  of  his   arm  in 
about  two  months,  and  at  the  present  time  is  perfectly  well 
Sometimes  these  fractures  fail  to  unite  without  more  or  less  de- 
formity, so  that  the  surgeon  should  always  be  rather  guarded 
in  his  prognosis. 

The  celebrated  late  Dr.  Valentine  Mott  said,  in  a  clinical 
lecture  dolivered  beforo  the  class  of  the  University  of  New  Yorkr 
as  follows:* 

Fractures  of  the  radius,  within  two  inches  of  the  wrist, 
when  treated  by  most  eminent  surgeons,  are  of  very 
difficult  management,  so  as  to  avoid  all  deformity;  indeed, 
more  or  less  defor  mity  may  occur  in  the  treatment  of  the  most 
e  minent  surgeons,  and  more  or  less  imperfection  in  the  motion 
of  the  wrist  or  radius  is  very  apt  to  follow  for  a  longer  or  shor- 
ter time.  Even  when  the  fracture  is  cured,  an  arterior  promi- 
nence at  the  wrist  or  near  it  will  sometimes  result  from  swell- 
ing of  the  soft  parts." 

To  which   the  Reporter,  another  eminent  surgeon   in    New 

York,  adds : 

"As  the  above  opinion  of  Prof.  Mott  coincides  with  my  own 
observations,  both  in  Europe  and  in  this  city,  as  well  as  with 
many  of  our  most  distinguished  surgical  authorities,  I  hope  that 
it  may  assist  in  removing  some  of  the  groundless  and  ill-merited 
aspersions  which  are  occasionally  thrown  on  the  members  of 
our  profession  by  the  ignorant  and  designing'" 

-i  on  fractures  and  dislocations.    8rd  Edition,  p.  279. 
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SURGICAL  CASES. 

BT   PROF.    WH.    TOD     1IELMUTH,    M.  1). 

Tumor  or  tub  Koreiiead, — A  young  lady  was  sent  to  mo  by 
Dr.  Lemon,  of  Jacksonville,  with  a  tumor  on  tho  loft  Bide  of  the 
forehead,  which  had  existed  for  some  time,  and  'was  rapidly 
growing.  Upon  examing  it  carefully  I  found  that  its  base  was 
immoveable  bat  that  its  projecting  portion  presented  some  signs 
of  fl  actuation.  I  diagnoseda  sebaceous  cyst,  supposing  its  base 
adherent  to  theos  frontis,  and  immediately  prepared  to  remove 
it.  Tbo  external  wall  of  the  sac  was  quite  thin,  and  upon  care- 
fully dissecting  around  it  appeared  to  be  firmly  attached  to  a 
somewhat  elevated  and  sharp  ledgo  of  bone  I  therefore  cut 
into  tho  cyst  and  evacuated  its  contents,  and  found  that  the 
whole  external  table  of  the  skull,  which  had  originally  formed 
the  base  of  the  tumor,  bad  been  absorbed,  together  with  tho 
diplce,  and  that  the  external  surface  of  the  inner  table  was  worn 
perfectly  smooth  and  presented  a  highly  polished  appearance, 
while  the  sharp  ledge  of  the  external  table  overhung  the  cavity. 
Every  portion  of  the  sao  was  as  nearly  as  possible  removed, 
and  to  prevent  recurrence,  the  parts  were  scarified  by  tho 
bistoury  on  the  internal  surface  The  wound  was  thoroughly 
cleansed  and  brought  together  by  four  points  of  interrupted 
sutures.     Drs.  Goodman  and  Phelan  assisted  in  tbe  operation. 

This  case  was  one  of  great  interest  to  me,  showing  what 
effect  a  small  amount  of  continued  pressure  may  exert  on  the 
osseous  system.  Rokitansky,  Vol.  Ill,  pnge  114,  has  the  fol- 
lowing which  bears  directly  on  this  case : 

"Small  tumors  which  exert  uniform  and  very  moderate  pres- 
lure,  and  even  large  tumors,  when  they  grow  slowly,  occasion, 
first  flattening,  then  excavation  of  the  Done  on  which  they 
press,  but  do  not  disturb  the  smoothness  or  polish  of  its  surface. 
The  bone  around  bulges  oat,  and  appears  not  as  if  it  had  sus- 
tained any  actual  loss  of  substance-, but  rather  as  if  its  substance 
had  been  merely  thrust  aside." 

The  patient  bore  the  operation  well,  and  the  following  letter 
will  explain  the  after  treatment  by  Dr.  Lemon. 


48  Surgery. 

Jacksonville,  Ills.,  January  5,  1870. 

W.  Tod  Helmuth,  M.  D. — My  Dear  Doctor : — On  the  Sunday 
morning  after  the  operation,  the  pins  were  removed  from  Miss 
Lee's  head  and  adhesive  plaster  placed  over  the  cut  so  as  to 
avoid  separation  of  the  edges.  These  were  removed  in  five 
days  afterwards.  The  cut  healed  kindly ;  no  fever  after  the 
second  day ;  a  little  Aconite  relieved  that  immediately.  A  day 
or  two  later  a  neuralgic  pain  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  cut 
was  removed  promptly  by  a  dose  of  Belladona.  As  soon  as  this 
passed  off,  I  gave  her  Aurum  Met.  200,  and  in  a  week  after  gave 
her  Silicia,  followed  in  another  week  by  Sulph.  This  is  all  the 
treatment  I  believe. 

I  saw  her  to-day,  and  she  says  "the  place  is  a  little  tender  and 
hurts  her  sometimes  a  little."  The  place  has  the  appearance  of 
a  dent  surrounded  by  a  ring,  though  not  quite  so  much  as  when 
the  dressings  were  entirely  dispensed  with.  The  scar  is  slight, 
merely  a  little  seam  in  appearance.  If  you  have  any  further 
treatment  to  suggest,  write  by  return  mail.  Shall  be  pleased  to 
hear  from  you  at  any  time. 

Yours  truly, 

W.  L.  LEMON. 


A  CASE  OF  DOUBLE  VARICOCELE  CURED  BY  LIGATION  ON 

ONE  SIDE. 


While  on  my  way  to  the  American  Institute  in  June  last,  I  was 
requested  by  my  friend  Dr.  P.  P.  Wells,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  to 
see  an  interesting  lad,  aged  about  fourteen  years,  who  had  been 
suffering  from  varicocele  on  both  sides,  which  had  given  him 
much  pain  and  inconvenience.  The  usual  symptoms  presented 
and  the  operation  which  was  originally  devised  by  Dr.  Pan- 
coast,  of  Philadelphia,  and  which  I  have  practiced  with  success 
many  times,  was  performed  on  the  left  side.  The  boy  suffered 
considerably  for  a  day  or  two,  and  complained  of  considerable 
pain  when  the  cords  were  tightened.  The  wounds  were  dressed 
with  calendula  lotion,  and  I  left  him  in  charge  of  Dr.  Wells.  In 
a  letter  received  from  the  Doctor  a  few  weeks  since,  he  records 
the  entire  success  of  the  operation,  at  the  same  time  stating 
that  the  enlargement  of  the  right  side  has  also  disappeared. 
The  latter  fact  is  noteworthy,  and  occasions  the  record  of  the 
case. 
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Baeur'b  Science  of  Therapeutics,  with  additions  from  Kafka 

and  other  sources.     Translated  by  Prof.  G.  J.  Hompel,   M.D. 

Published  by  Bcericke  &  Tafel,  145  Grand  street,  New  York. 

To  our  indefatigable  co-laborer,  Prof.  Hompel,  the  Homoeo- 
pathic profession  is  again  indebted  for  another  valuablo  work. 
With  the  exception  of  liana's  most  thorough  treatise,  it  has 
taken  ground  long  needing  cultivation  and  long  unoccupied. 
We  would  especially  commend  the  agreeable  style  in  which  the 
various  subjects  comprised  in  the  work  are  presented,  render- 
ing the  book  readable  alike  to  physician  and  layman.  The 
etiology,  symptoms,  progress  and  termination  of  each  disease 
are  most  thoroughly  and  scientifically  treated,  whilst  the  reme- 
dies appropriate  to  each  case  are  discussed  in  a  manner  calcu- 
lated to  command  respect  and  attention  from  those  opposed  to 
the  Homoeopathic  system  of  treatment,  without  being  stared  in 
the  face  by  a  mass  of  symptoms  they  neither  understand  nor 
comprehend  the  rationale  of. 

The  diet  peculiar  to  the  treatment  of  each  disease,  with  ac- 
cessory measures  for  relief,  has  its  place;  the  value  of  which  the 
young  practitioner  can  most  fullyappreciate,  as  ho  is  left  in  the 
majority  of  instances,  to  his  own  crude  reasoning  and  experi- 
ence— the  truth  or  error  of  which  he  must  ascertain  without 
any  definite  rule  to  guide ;  where  doubt  might  arise  as  to  the 
suitable  remedy,  the  differential  diagnosis  of  the  most  pro  mi 
nent  are  given,  rendering  easy  of  solution  the  problem  often  so 
puzzling  to  the  Homoeopathic  doctor.  The  whole  work  is  en- 
riched by  the  citation  of  such  cases  as  seem  especially  suitable 
for  illustrating  the  disease  under  consideration.  The  two  vol- 
umes contain  many  extracts  from  Hahnemann,  Kafka,  Hart- 
raaon  and  others,  which,  with  the  remarks  of  Prof.  Hemps), 
make  them  the  storehouse  of  much  valuable  experience  not 
found  in  any  previous  work  on  the  same  subject.  The  Intro- 
duction of  the  Translator,  though  not  meeting  on  all  points  the 
concurrence  of  every  practitioner,  is  written  in  a  most  scholar- 
ly manner,  discussing,  in  detail,  the  cardinal  points  of  Homceo- 
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pathic  practice.  To  the  publishers,  Messrs.  Bcericke  k  Tafel, 
too  much  praise  cannot  be  accorded  for  the  elegant  manner  in 
which  the  book  is  presented  to  the  public  and  the  profession,  in 
point  of  binding,  typography,  etc.  It  is  pleasant  to  open  such 
a  work.  It  cannot  fail  of  being  read  by  all  Homoeopathic 
physicians  of  large  and  limited  experience,  as  presenting  many 
new  ideas  in  a  most  agreeable  form.  C. 

Dr.  Holcomb's  New  Work, — Our  esteemed  friend,  Dr.  Hol- 
comb,  is  gaining  as  elevated  a  position  in  the  field  of  general 
literature  as  he  has  occupied  in  the  medical  world.  His  last 
work  on  "In  Both  Worlds,'1  has  been  read  with  profound  atten- 
tion and  has  elicited  much  discussion.  The  great  peculiarity 
of  his  subject,  and  the  method  in  which  ho  has  handled  it,  in- 
dicates a  mind  of  rare  and  original  power,  as  well  as  a  direc- 
tion and  scope  of  thought  which  is  rarely  possessed  by  any  of 
the  writers  of  the  day,  To  give  an  idea  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  book  has  been  received  by  many,  we  take  the  following 
from  a  recent  review : 

"Wo  are  prepared,  therefore,  to  examine  this  new  and  extra- 
ordinary production  purely  as  a  work  of  art.  and,  having  read 
it  attentively,  and  been  deeply  impressed  by  the  genius  of  the 
author,  we  approach  it  reverentially,  as  it  treats  of  sacred 
themes,  and  with  something  of  the  joyous  exultation  with 
which  we  gaze  on  a  perfect  painting,  or  a  finished  or  well-pro- 
portioned  piece  of  sculpture  by  one  of  the  great  masters.  In 
conformity  to  the  taste  of  an  enlightened  and  liberal  age, 
divested  of  the  prudish n ess  which  obscured  the  clear  vision  of 
our  predecessors,  Dr.  Holcomb  has  selected  the  novel  as  the 
most  attractive  vehicle  for  the  expression  of  his  grave  but  pro- 
foundly interesting  views  of  life  and  of  the  "life  beyond  life." 
To  this  mode  of  approaching  society  through  all  its  ramifica- 
tions, there  can  be  no  reasonable  objection.  The  best  literature 
of  the  day,  in  all  the  departments  of  thought  and  literature,  is 
embodied  in  works  of  fiction,  and  the  purest  and  most  eminent 
minds  in  Europe  and 'America,  who  have  aimed  at  accomplish- 
ing important  results  by  appeals  addressed  to  the  popular  heart, 
or  the  universal  reason  of  mankind,  have  adopted  this  method 
of  writing  with  signal  success." 

The  Inaugural  and  Annual  Addresses  before  the  Homoeo- 
pathic Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York.  By  Wm, 
H.  Watson;  M .A.  M.D.,  President  of  the  Society. 
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We  have  received  and  placed  on  file  the  pamphlet  bearing 
the  above  title.  The  author  of  these  addresses  has  been  well 
known  to  the  profession  for  years  as  a  scholar  and  a  fluent 
writer.  The  Inaugural  Address,  delivered  upon  his  election 
as  President  of  the  Society,  (which  has  done,  and  is  doing,  an 
immense  work  in  th'j  field  of  Homoeopathy)  is  concise,  digested 
and  appropriate.  It  gives  a  brief  resume  of  the  status  of 
Homoeopathy  in  New  York,  and  suggest  measures  for  the  fur- 
ther advancement  of  the  science.  The  Annual  Address  on  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  medical  profession  and  "its  re- 
lation to  the  Allopathic  branch,"  is  most  excellent  in  plan,  well 
digested  and  agreeably  set  down.  He  points  out,  especially,  the 
the  groat  tendency  of  modern  medicine  towards  Homoeopathy, 
and  thus  speaks  in  unmistakable  laogaage: 

No  union  with  that  antiquated  school  is,  In  my  judgment, 
either  possible  or  desirable.  (1.)  It  is  not  possible;  because, 
believing,  as  we  do,  in  a  general  law  for  the  selection  of  the  cura- 
tive drug,  we  could  not  affiliate  with  them  until  they  adopt  too 
principle  of  similars,  and  make  it  the  basis  of  their  practice. 
When  tbey  do  adopt  that  position,  there  will  ceaso  to  be  a  need 
for  union,  for  they  will  be  homoeopathists  like  ourselves,  and 
like  other  educated  physicians,  who  practice  upon  the  principle 
of  similars,  they  will  be  eligible  to  our  societies.  When  they 
renounce  the  fallacies  and  imperfections  of  their  mode  of  prac- 
tice, that  action  alone  will  make  them  of  us  and  with  us,  Our 
system  has  for  its  end  the  entire  overthrow  of  their  orthodox 
faith  and  practice,  a  demolition  of  their  theories  and  a  return 
to  the  purely  inductive  method:  of  research  in  medicine.  We 
cannot,  therefore,  compromise  with  them  were  we  disposed  so 
to  do.  (2.)  Such  a  union  is  not  desirable  for  ub,  since  by  it  we 
should  be  deprived,  to  a  great  extent,  of  that  principle  of  emu- 
lation which  has  been  our  greatest  aid  in  striving  for  perfection 
in  the  healing  art." 

These  are  words  which  come  from  a  mind  iadened  with  the 
convictions  of  truth.  Wo  hope  that  the  Address  may  have  a 
large  circulation,  and  that  it  may  pass  into  the  bands  of  lay- 
men as  well   as  physicians. 

Directory  of  Homoeopathic  Physicians  — We  desire  to  call 
the  especial  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  "Directory  of 
Homoeopathic  Physicians,"  which  is  under  the  exclusive  charge 
of  Henry  M.  Smith,  K.D.,  of  New  York.  The  following  circu- 
lar explains  itself: 
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DIRECTORY    OF   HOMOEOPATHIC   PHYSICIANS. 

It  is  nearly  fourteen  years  since  the  last  Homoeopathic  Direc- 
tory was  published  in  this  country,  and  the  vast  numher  of  ad- 
ditions and  changes  in  the  homoeopathic  ranks  render  such  a 
work  very  desirable.  Little  help,  however,  can  be  gained  from 
the  labors  of  the  past,  and  the  correctness  and  completeness  of 
this  Directory  will  depend  upon  the  aid  which  Dr.  Smith  may 
receive  from  the  different  sections. 

The  Directory  will  be  arranged  by  States,  and,  as  fully  as 
possible,  will  include : 

1.  A  brief  history  of  the  introduction  of  Homoeopathy  into 
the  State,  and  some  notice  of  the  earlier  practitioners. 

2.  A  notice  of  the  State  Society,  its  organization,  time  of 
meeting,  etc.,  and  list  of  officers. 

3.  A  notice  of  local  or  County  Societies,  times  of  meeting 
and  principal  officers. 

4.  A  description  and  history  of  the  hospitals,  dispensaries, 
and  institutions  under  homoeopathic  care. 

5.  An  account  of  the  homoeopathic  journals  published  in  the 
State. 

6l  A  list  of  the  Homoeopathic  physicians.  The  names  which 
have  been  sent  to  the  Bureau  of  Registration  will  be  printed  in 
Small  Capitals.  The  names  of  members  of  the  American  In- 
stitute of  Homoeopathy  will  be  preceded  by  an  asterisk  (*), 
those  of  State  Societies  by  a  dagger  (f),  while  those  whose 
residence  is  doubtful  by  an  interrogation  point  (?) 

No  pains  will  be  spared  to  make  this  Directory  as  full  and 
correct  as  possible,  and  every  physician  is  requested  to  com- 
municate any  information  upon  either  of  the  above  points.  They 
are  also*  especially  requested  to  fill  up,  at  once,  the  following 
blank,  and  send  it  to 

Henry  M.  Smith,  M.D., 

107  Fourth  Avenue,  New  York. 

My  full  name  is 

I  graduated  at Medical  College,  in  the  year 

My  present  address  is county  of. 

State  of... where  I  have  resided  since 

Previous  to  that  time  I  practiced  in 

I  began  to  practice  Homoeopathy  in  the  year at 

"We  beg  our  readers,  who  have  received  the  enclosed,  to  fill 

them  at  once  and  forward  them  at  once  to  Dr.  Smith,  and  those 

who  have  not,  to  write  out  such  information  as  is  desired.     Let 

us  also  urge  them  to  write  plainly  and  on  one  side  of  the  sheet 

only. 

The  American   Homoeopathic   Observer  has  changed  its 
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name,  or  rather,  adopted  a  new  one.  It  carries  on  its  title  page 
its  old  and  its  new  name,  with  the  addition  of  "The  Medicine  of 
Experience."  That  experience  has  very  much  to  do  with 
Homoeopathy  is  true,  but  that  it  is  the  medicine  of  experience 
we  cannot  concede.  It  is  far  above  such  classification.  It  is 
medicine  based  upon  a  principle  of  nature  and  of  science,  a 
principle  which  lifts  it  far  above  the  mere  "experience"  of  its 
professors,  and  places  it  side  by  side  with  those  sciences  which' 
are  governed  by  fixed  and  immutable  laws.  It  is  the  medicine 
which,  for  its  proper  elucidation,  calls  for  a  proper  understand- 
ing of  the  collateral  sciences,  and  requires  of  its  professors 
a  thorough  and  complete  understanding  of  viedicine. 

The  American  Observer  places  upon  its  titlo  some  of  the  best 
men  in  our  school  as  co-laborers,  and  from  the  wide  circulation 
it  already  possesses,  will  do  much  for  the  spread  of  Homocepathy. 
We  wish  it  great  success, 

The  New  England  Medical  Gazette  comes  to  us  with  a 
new  cover  and  enlarged  inside.  The  ability  of  its  Editor,  as 
well  as  his  perseverance  and  energy,  are  appreciated  by  all  the 
profusion,  and  tho  success  the  Gazette  has  met  with,  is  but  tho 
natural  result  of  the  labors  of  its  contributors  and  its  judicious 
management.  In  the  beginning,  the  size  of  the  periodical  was 
twonty-fonr  pages;  in  1870  it  is  enlarged  to  forty-eight.  The 
healthy,  and,  we  may  add,  almost  plethoric  condition  of  the 
January  number,  well  indicates  the  prosperity  of  our  school 
in  the  New  England  States. 
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A   CASH  OF  OBSTETRICS. 

December  1,  1869—9  a.  m.— Visited  Mrs. ,  nged  £S  yearn 

Irish— prim  para;  has  been  suffering  pains  since  1  a.  m.  On  exam- 
ination found  os  but  little  dilated,  head  presenting,  occiput  ante- 
rior, to  the  left.  Being  much  pressed  for  time,  I  left  her  prom- 
ising to  call  early  in  the  afternoon. 
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2  p.  m.— Again  visited  her.  Found  her  having  good  pains,  os 
dilating,  occiput  rotating  to  the  pubis.  I  was  now  struck  with 
the  puffy  appearance  of  her  face  and  neck.  Upon  close  exami- 
nation found  the  upper  portion  of  the  body  edematous.  Upon 
inquiry  as  to  how  she  had  passed  through  ner  pregnancy ,found 
she  had  been  under  treatment  three  times  during  her  preg- 
nancy, each  time  by  a  different  physician,  for  congestion  of  the 
kidneys.  Continued  progressing  well  until  3  p.  M.,when  her  face 
became  very  livid  during  pains.  During  intervals  breathing 
became  stertorous;  answered  correctly  when  spoken  to.  Twitch* 
ing  of  the  limbs  now  came  on  with  the  pains.  Finding  that 
convulsions  were  imminent,  the  occiput  having  rotated  under 
the  pubis,  I  applied  forceps  and  easily  delivered  her  of  a  good 
sized  child;  with  the  effect  of  immediately  relieving  all  unpleas- 
ant symptoms.  On  the  third  day  after  delivery  she  became 
feverish,  with  some  tympanitic  distension  of  the  abdomen,  and 
considerable  tenderness  over  the  uterus.  Gave  Aconite,  and 
ordered  mush  poultices  to  the  abdomen.  These  symptoms  of 
metritis  yielded  in  twenty-four  hours  to  this  treatment.  I  paid 
no  especial  attention  to  the  edematous  condition,  thinking  that 
it  would  disappear  of  itself,  as  its  cause  was  over.  On  the  four- 
teenth day  her  dropsical  symptoms  had  increased,  and  urine 
was  highly  albuminous.  She  was  at  at  once  put  on  Arsenic  6# 
this,  with  Apis  3,  was  continued  until  February,  when  she  was 
discharged  cured— her  dropsy  having  disappeared,  and  no  albu- 
mon  in  urine. 

This  is  one  of  the  cases  in  which  the  old  adage  that  '-meddle- 
some midwifery  is  bad"  does  not  hold  true.  That  the  labor 
would  have  naturally  terminated  in  a  short  time  there  is  no 
doubt;  that  it  would  have  terminated  with  the  patient  in  con- 
vulsions, there  was  to  me  equally  no  doubt;  by  hurrying  matters 
I  averted  the  danger. 

For  dropsical  symptoms  in  pregnant  or  parturient  women, 
Arsenic  and  Apis  will  do  all  thatphysic  can  do  (mejudice.)  They 
have  not  failed  me  yet.  Four  times  last  year  did  one  or  the 
other  remove  all  dropsical  symptoms  with  albuminious  urine,  in 
the  latter  months  of  pregnancy,and  my  patients  passed  through 
parturition  safely. 


Editorial 


55 


A  puffed,  bloated  appearance  of  face  and  upper  extremities  is 
a  condition  I  especially  dread.  It  does  not  matter  much  how 
greatly  the  lower  limbs  may  be  swollen  ;  but  with  the  former, 
if  the  labor  is  difficult  or  protracted,  the  accoucheur  may  almost 
certainly  predict  eclampsia;  and  he  is  a  fortunate  man  if  they, do 
not  occur  anyhow. 


Western   Homoeopathic   Observer. 

ST.  LOUIS,  MO.,    FEBRUARY,  1870. 
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THE  ANIMUS. 

At  the  present  era  of  homoeopathic  extension,  and  in  the 
present  age  of  progress  and  reform,  there  are  examples  of  higher 
feelings  of  scientific  liberality  being  extended  between  the  med- 
ical gentlemen  of  the  old  school — but  they  are  like  angel's 
visits — few  and  far  between.  But  the  honor  and  principle 
which  show  forth  in  these  examples  are  bright  rays  that  are 
now  illuminating  a  twilight,  which  ere  long  will  burst  into  an 
open  day.  God  grant  it  come  soon !  But  there  is  yet  that  feel- 
ing of  intolerance,  that  bitter  v indie tiven ess  of  spirit,  that 
smothering  up  of  all  the  true  principles  of  social  intercourse 
which  has  been  proverbial  in  the  history  of  the  profession.  In 
this  city  there  has  been  a  case  or  two  in  point  which  are  deserw 
ing  of  notice.     A  yonng  lady  of  excellent  social  position,  and 
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above  the  average  in  mental  qualifications, was  attended  through 
an  apparently  trifling  malady  by  a  young  Homoeopathic  physi- 
cian, (a  graduate  of  honorable  mention  in  the  Hahnemann  Medi- 
cal College),  and  was  found  dead  in  her  bed  early  on  the  morn- 
ing following  one  of  the  Doctor's  visits.  What  was  this?  How 
came  this  so?  What  did  she  die  of?  Send  for  a  doctor!  With 
a  hundred  such  expressions  fell  from  the  lips  of  the  excited 
people.  Physicians  "came  and  saw"— what?  Why  a  bottle,  a 
poor  little  tiny  bottle,  containing  a  colorless,  tasteless  liquid, 
standing  upon  the  mantel-piece.  There  lay  the  body,  there  was 
medicine ;  now,  who  was  the  doctor  in  attendance  ?  A  good 
man,  but  still  a  Homoeopath.  "Now,  in  the  name  of  all  the 
gods  at  once"  a  coroner  must  come.  This  vial  mustbe  saved, and 
preserved,  and  locked  up,  and  the  law  must  take  its  course — to 
save  the  Homoeopathic  physician  from  blame— notwithstanding 
the  protest  of  some  of  the  family  and  the  physician,  and  the 
opinion  of  the  Board  of  Health,  that  after  a  requisite  post 
mortem  examination,  a  certificate  of  a  legally  qualified  physician 
was  all  that  was  necessary.  The  coroner  was  called  and  came. 
The  post  mortem  examination  was  thoroughly  made.  A  jury 
was  called  to  sit  over  the  dead  body  of  the  young  lady  and  see 
her  cut  open,  brain,  thorax,  bowels,  and  no  cause  of  death  could 
be  found.  Every  organ  examined  was  healthy,  all  but  the 
stomach.  That  stomach,  which  was  tied  and  re-tied  with 
strings  innumerable,  and  taken  off  to  have  its  contents  exam- 
ined. The  fluids  from  the  ventricles  of  the  brain  were  pre- 
served for  the  analysis  of  the  chemist,  and  before  the  jury  de- 
parted,the  attending  physician  was  put  upon  the  stand. 

Had  he  given  her  any  other  medicine?  Yes,  sir.  What  was 
it?  Bhus  toxy  (Poison  Oak),  a  narcotic  stimulus;.  How  does  it 
act  ?  It  was  prescribed  for  dryness  of  the  tongue  and  tendency 
to  Typhoid  fever.  (This  answer  was  not  intelligible)  What 
strength?    Two  hundredth  potency. 

The  jury  was  discharged,  to  be  recalled  as  soon  as  the  chemist 
had  analyzed  the  contents  of  the  stomach,  brain,bowels,bladder, 
&e. 
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Tho  public  prints  of  course  got  wind  of  the  affair,  and  they 
publicly  stated  that  it  was  believed  tho  poor  young  lady  had  been 
poisoned. 

What  a  blow  to  Homceopathy !  Poison  oak  and  Phosphoric 
acid— death  of  the  patient— another  victim  to  the  unfortunate 
cause  of  Homceopathyl 

But  when  the  jury  had  been  called  again,  and  the  chemists 
had  found  nothing,  absolutely  nothing,  in  the  slightest  degree 
poisonous,  then  to  conceal  chagrin,  to  cover  up  a  deep  sense  of 
disappointment  and  endeavor  to  still  throw  discredit  on  the 
system,  it  was  stated  that  there  was  not  sufficient  medicine' to 
affect  the  stomach  of  a  musquito. 

If  ever  there  was  a  decided  blow  struck  for  Homoeopathy ;  if 
ever  tho  people  were  well  satisfied  as  to  the  contradictions  of 
statements  ;  if  ever  a  crowd  of  doctors  were  more  "put  to  it"  to 
explain  the  animus  of  their  action  in  the  case,— then  we  know 
not  where  such  may  be  found. 

There  wore  physicians  who  acted  in  this  unpleasant  affair, who 
would  not  lend  their  minds  to  any  intolerance  or  injustice,  and 
who  did  all  in  their  power  to  place  the  matter  in  a  proper  light. 
These  are  the  men  who  will  be  honored  hereafter,  and  are  men 
of  high  culture.  But  a  great  many  in  the  profession  were — 
what?    Most  egregiously,  and  conclusively  fooled. 


THE  NEW   INSANE   ASYLUM  OF  NEW  YORK  UNDER  HOMOEO- 
PATHIC TREATMENT. 


Wo  have  received  an  extra  sheet  of  tho  Orange  County  Press, 
published  at  Middletown,  New  York,  which  gives  a  detached 
account  of  the  meeting  in  that  city  relative  to  the  location  of 
the  new  Insane  Asylum.  Dr.  George  F.  Foote  gavcan  eloquent 
and  pertinent  address  reviewing  the  entire  subject,  after  which 
the  following  resolutions  were  passed : 

Whereas,  The  overcrowded  condition  of  the  Insane  Asylums, 
together  with  tho  deplorable  treatment  of  the  hopeless  insane 
at  the  county  poor-houses  throughout  tho  State,  is  a  source  of 
great  suffering  and    wholly   inadequate  to  a  proper  hygienic 
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treatment  of  those  with  mental  affections  and  not  in  keeping 
with  the  spirit  of  this  progressive  age ;  and 

Whereas,  George  F.  Foote,  M.  £>.,  in  behalf  of  the  profession 
and  friends  of  Homoeopathy,  is  now  visiting  this  section  of  the 
State  with  a  view  to  select  a  proper  site  and  locate  an  Asylum 
for  the  Insane,  where  the  medical  treatment  shall  be  B  omceo- 
pathic;  and 

Whereas,  We  have  listened  with  deep  interest  to  the  address 
from  Dr.  Foote  upon  the  condition  of  the  insane— and  the  wants 
of  the  profession— together  with  a  recital  of  statistics  relative 
thereto,  examined  his  plans  of  a  proposed  Asylum  and  listened 
to  explanations  thereof;  now,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  are  in  full  sympathy  with  Dr.  Foote  in  this 
great  and  good  work,  and  that  we  will  aid  with  our  best  endeav- 
ors to  perfect  an  organization  and  to  construct  an  Asylum  upon 
the  plans  proposed  by  him. 

Resolved,  That  Middletown,  in  view  of  its  central  position,  its 
accessibility,  its  salubrious  and  healthy  climate,  its  superior 
facilities  for  water  and  supplies  in  general,  its  fine  sites  and 
pleasant  scenery  is  peculiarly  adapted  as  a  proper  location  for 
an  Asylum. 

Resolved,  That  we  cordially  invite  Dr.  Foote,  and  through 
him  the  profession  he  represents,  to  select  from  our  beautiful 
environs  a  suitable  site  and  locate  theron  the  contemplated 
Asylum.  * 

Mesolved,  That  in  consideration  of  the  great  good  contem- 
plated, and  of  a  compliance  with  the  invitation  above  mentioned 
we  will  raise  by  subscription  and  donate  the  general  fund  for 
constructing  the  same  of  $50,000. 

Resolved,  That  the  Water  Commissioners  are  hereby  requested 
to  give  a  perpetual  right  to  the  free  use  of  the  Monhagen  Water 
to  the  said  Asylum. 

The  Resolutions  were  seconded  by  Jirah  I.   Foote,  Esq.,  in  a 

few  neat  and  pertinent  remarks. 
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G.  H.  Mobbill.  M.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Editor. 

Boxing  the  Ears.— Parents,  governesses,  and  others,  who  have  the 
care  of  children,  should  be  aware  of  an  accident  very  liable  to  occur  from 
blowB  on  the  head,  or  boxing  the  ears,  namely,  laceration  of  the  membra- 


General  News. 


W 


fxi  fympant,  a  membrane  which  closes  the  bottom  of  the  meatus,  and  fa 
stretched  something  like  the  parchment  of  a  drum.  The  accident  may 
be  recor/nized  by  a  sense  of  shock  in  the  ear,  deafness,  and  a  alight  dis- 
charge if  blood  from  the  orifice. 

Famcte-Feveb. — Famine  fever  {Rdapnng  Jtar),  or,  as  the  Germane 
call  it,  "Hunger- pest, "has  bee[1  present  in  England  now  for  about  sixteen 
months,  and  bids  fair  to  become  an  epidemic.  The  disease  is  compara- 
tively a  stranger  in  the  country,  not  having  visited  it  for  fourteen  year?. 
How  it  was  introduced  last  year,  cannot  be  discovered ;  butone  thing  is 
painfully  certain — it  is  very  contagious,  hence  its  rapid  growth  in  some 
parts  of  London.  Its  contagiousness  does  not  seem  necessarily  i  ■  ■  require 
that  its  victims  have  been  ill-fed  or  impoverished,  since  those  n  1)0  have 
most  of  the  comforts  of  life  have  been  attacked.  Dr.  Hurchison  states 
that:— 

"Although  a  much  more  painful  illness  than  either  typhus  or  enteric 
fever,  the  mortality  has  been  remarkably  small,  varying  from  two  to  five, 
per  ctnt.  The  attack,  however,  leaves  the  patient  very  weak  and  anaemic, 
and  predisposes  him  to  suffer  from  other  diseases." 

The  range  of  temperature  is  very  great.  In  some  esses  which  occurred 
at  King's  College  Hospital,  the  temperature  had  risen  to  10S  °  Fahr.,  on 
the  evening  of  the  sixth  day,  but  fell  down  to  93  °  in  twelve  hours ;  and 
on  the  evening  of  the  nineteenth  day,  the  thermometer  registered  107  c 
yet  within  twelve  hours  only  94  °  was  registered. 

Dr.  Kidd,  who  had  much  experience  in  treating  the  disease  in  Ireland, 
during  the  epidemic  in  1837,  found  Bryonia  most  valuable. — Homawpathic 
World,  Nov.  1869. 

Camphor  Poisoning.— Dr.  Qrasmuck,  of  Weston,  Mo.,  reports  the  fol- 
lowing interesting  case  which  has  recently  come  to  his  notice.  A  young 
lady — "very  stout  and  hearty" — suffering  with  chronic  ague,  having  tried 
variors  remedies  unsuccessfully,  was  induced  by  an  old  woman  to  try 
table-spoonful  doses  of  camphor,  "saturated  tincture."  After  taking  two 
or  three  doses  she  was  seized  with  convulsions,  without  loss  of  conscious- 
ness, but  with  gradual  destruction  ot  the  mind.  She  has  now  had  them 
more  or  leas  frequently  for  a  year — the  time  usually  averaging  from  three 
to  five  weeks — the  menses  often  bringing  them  on.  She  is  still  a  stout 
woman,  but  will  soon  be  sent  to  the  lunatic  asylum,  being  uncontrollable 
daring  the  spells.  She  tried  to  commit  suicide  by  cutting  sad  chopping 
herself  in  pieces.  The  spasms  at  this  time  commence  in  the  bowels  like 
a  cramp  and  gradually  extend  over  the  whole  body. 
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Medical  Libraries. — The  city  of  Baltimore  has  two  public  medical 
libraries—the  combined  number  of  volumes  is  12,000,  including  pam- 
phlets. 

The  city  of  Boston  has  two  public  medical  libraries ;  and  the  combined 
number  of  volumes  is  about  15,000. 

Philadelphia  has  three  medical  libraries  combined,  and  the  number  of 
volumes  is  about  55,(  00.  The  oldest,  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  Library, 
was  founded  1762,and  has  now  over  30,000  volumes,  including  pamphlets. 

The  College  of  Physicians,  so  richly  endowed  a  few  years  ago  oy  Dr. 
Thomas  D.  Mutter,  has  nearly  20,000  volumes,  including  its  pamphlets, 
and  is  the  most  complete  working  medical  library  in  our  country. 

New  York  has  four  public  medical  libraries,  and  the  combined  number 
of  volumes  is  about  30,000.  The  last  opened  in  that  city  was  foundecfby 
a  lady,  the  widow  of  Dr.  Valentine  Mott,  who,  at  a  cost  of  over  $30,000, 
purchased  a  suitable  building  for  the  purpose,  on  Madison  avenue,  which 
she  gave,  with  the  Doctor's  library  to  the  profession  of  New  York,  for  a 
library,  under  the  name  of  the  ''Mott  Memorial  Free  Medictd  Library." 
This  is  a  much  more  appropriate  and  enduring  monument  to  the  memory 
of  her  husband  (one  of  America's  greatest  surgeons)  than  the  most  lofty 
and  elaborate  obelisk  money  could  have  erected. 

This  is  not  the  only  instance  of  great  liberality  and  encouragement 
given  by  American  ladies  to  the  advancement  and  diffusion  of  medical 
knowledge  Want  of  time  prevents  the  mention  of  only  one  or  more, 
although  there  are  others  equally  deserving.  The  future  may  furnish 
numerous  examples  of  this  kind  of  female  philanthropy  and  benevolence. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Derby,  widow  of  Dr.  Ezekiel  Derby,  by  her  last  will,  in 
1799,  bequeated  to  Harvard  College  £1,000,  lawful  money,  its  income  to 
be  appropriated  to  the  support  of  a  professorship  of  anatomy  and  physic, 
with  the  view,  as  she  said,  "to  extend  the  knowledge  of  those  arts  and 
sciences  which  have  principally  for  their  object  the  preservation  of  the 
animal  economy" — her  first  husband,  who  died  in  1770,  having  left  asim 
ilar  sum  for  the  same  purpose.  To  her  is  due  the  honor  of  assisting  to 
endow  the  first  medical  professorship  established  in  the  United  States. 
The  library  of  Congress  is  now  the  largest  and  vastly  the  most  valuable 
collection  of  books  in  the  United  States.  There  is  in  this  library  a  de- 
partment which  contains  many  valuable  works  on  medicine.  The  exist- 
ing copyright  law  of  the  United  States  brings  to  it  all  recent  medical 
books  published  under  it. 

The  Surgeon  General,  in  the  few  years  that  he  has  had  the  administra- 
|  tion  of  the  affairs  of  that  department,  has  brought  its  library  from  about 
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two  hundred  to  eight  thousand  volumes,  and  many  of  those  are  of  the 
most  rare  and  costly  character. 

Biliary  Calculi  ma;  be  diluted  hy  giving  chloroform  and  a  prepara- 
tion of  peroxide  of  iron. 

Prop.  Yon  Brum,  of  Tubingen,  has  received  the  prize  of  20,000  livres 
offered  bj  Dr.  Ributi,  of  Turin,  for  the  best  work  on  Surgery. 

The  Loudon  Female  Medical  College  has  matriculated  eighty  students 
since  its  organization  some  sis  years  ago. 

The  first  course  of  lectures  upon  medical  subjects  in  America,  was  de- 
livered by  Dr.  William  Hunter,  on  Anatomy,  at  New  Port,  in  1754—55 — 
36,  and  by  Dr.  Sbippen,  in  Philadelphia,  in  1763,  upon  the  same  branch, 
accompanied  by  dissections,  to  a  class  of  ten  students. 

The  first  Medical  Degree  conferred  in  America,  was  in  1770,  upon 
Robert  Tucker. 

A  correspondent  sends  us  the  following  item : 

"There  is  a  model  old  lady  in  Grafton,  N.  H.,  100  years  old,  who 
threads  her  needle  and  reads  fine  print  without  the  aid  of  spectacles. 

A  Lincolnshire  mother  lately  administered  four  drops  of  laudanum 
to  a  cbild  five  weeks  old,  for  the  relief  and  disorder  of  the  stomach.  The 
child  died  next  morning  from  the  effects  of  the  dose. — Lancet. 

Cure  for  Obesity. — Dr.  Oibb,  of  London,  recommends  the  use  of 
bromide  of  ammonium  to  those  who  suffer  from  excess  of  fat.  When 
taken  in  small  doses  it  will  absorb  fat  and  diminish  the  weight  of  the 
body  with  greater  certainty  than  any  other  known  remedy. 

Remarkable  Fecundity.— "JfcCoy — Breton.-  -In  Carroll  Co.,  Qa., 
August  8,  1960,  to  Mrs.  Jane  S.  McCoy,  twins;  and  on  the  same  day,  in 
the  same  house,  to  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Ann  Brown,  twins,  all  boys.  The 
last  named  is  said  to  be  only  15  years  of  age ;  grandmother,  28;  areat 
grand-mother,  48."—  Cincinnati  Commercial, 

A  Physician  Poisoned  bt  Hair-Dye.— From  an  analysis  of  thcbody 
of  the  late  Dr.  J.  M.  Witherwax,  an  old  practitioner  of  Scott  County, 
Iowa,  who  died  with  peculiar  and  obscure  symptoms,  it  was  found,  as 
rightly  surmised,  that  he  died  from  lead  poison.  The  lead  was  intro- 
duced into  the  system  through  the  use  of  hair-dye. 

Goitre  Cretinism.— M,  Oarrigon,  consulting  physician  at  the  Mineral 
Springs  of  Aix,  asserts  that  epidemics  are  due  to  the  existence  of  magne- 
sia, and  more  especially  to  the  silicate  ol  that  earth,  in  the  soil,  which 
modifies  all  organisms,  both  vegetable  and  animal.    His  docrine  is  based 
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upon  extensive  observations  made  in  the  districts  of  the  Pyrenees  where 
such  maladies  are  epidemic,  and  are  coincident  with  such  geological  con- 
stitution. 

Transmission  of  Hydrophobia. — Two  years  since  a  veterinary  sur- 
geon of  the  Imperial  Guard,  M.  Decroix,  anxious  to  clear  up  the  point  at 
to  whether  the  meat  of  rabid  animals  was  capable  of  transmitting^  the 
malady  to  man,  ate  some  raw  meat  from  a  dog  which  had  died  of  hydro- 
phobia,and  also  some  cutlets  from  a  mad  sheep.  Thus  far  he  haaeseaped 
any  attack  of  the  disease,  and  will  probably  escape  entirely.  His  exper- 
iment has  demonstrated  almost  certainly  that  the  meat  of  rabid  animals 
does  not  transmit  the  affection,  and  it  has  reaffirmed,  for  the  thousandth 
time,  the  neutralizing  effect  of  the  gastric  juice. 

The  Requirements  of  a  London  Medical  Student  and  Practi- 
tioner.—Before  the  London  student  is  ready  to  practice  he  is  required  to 
show  a  higher  standard  of  preliminary  education,  a  much  longer  course 
of  study,  than  with  us.  Clinical  teaching  is  now  strictly  enforced,  and 
in  every  way  more  money  must  be  expended  before  the  student  is  ready 
to  practise  than  in  America.  When  the  courae  is  completed,and  diploma 
obtained,  either  from  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  London,  Dublin, 
or  Edinburgh,  without  which  he  cannot  be  "registered,"  he  must  wait 
about  ten  years  before  he  can  obtain  a  supporting  practice.  It  pays  well 
when  the  practice  is  obtained.  The  fee  of  a  London  physician  of  any 
note  is  not  less  than  one  guinea;  and  two  guineas  is  not  considered  ex- 
orbitant when  he  is  well-established. 

The  Use  of  Tobacco. — Professor  W.  A.  Hammond  says,  in  the  Ameri- 
can Beview,  that  to  smoke  after  meals  is  a  perfectly  orthodox  physiologi- 
cal act,  and  is  another  example  of  coincidence  between  instinct  and 
science.  Many  cases  of  dyspepsia  are  cured  by  this  simple  means.  To- 
bacco, by  diminishing  the  destructive  metamorphosis  of  the  tissues,  en- 
ables mankind  to  support  the  effects  of  hunger  with  less  loss  of  strength, 
and  less  bodily  and  menial  fatigue,  than  would  otherwise  result 

A  French  physican  has  just  discover^  that  the  cultivation  of  tht 
sunflower  neutralizes  the  influence  of  malaria  from  marshes.  This  fact 
has  long  been  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Western  States,  and  k* 
benefits  fully  established. 


Western     Homeopathic     Observer. 


Original     Articles. 


BY   ft.  8.    VOOBHIS,    B.   L. 

Prnfwsor    of    Medical    Jurisprudence. 

[Delivered  at  the  First  Commencement  of  the  College,  February,  1870.] 

Gentlemen  Graduates : 

You  stand  to-night  between  the  ideal  and  the  real. 

You  have  long  since  had  a  conception,  in  your  ideal  life,  of 
something  to  be  acquired,  beyond  your  mere  fancy  ings,Alying 
in  the  realm  of  manhood ;  something  tangible,  which  you  can 
realize  with  all  your  senses ;  something  in  whith  shall  be  bound 
up  all  yonr  realizations  of  happiness  this  side  of  the  great  here- 
after. 

Your  student  life  has  brought  yon  to  the  edge  of  that  great 
circle  in  which  you  are  soon  to  mingle  with  elements 
which  throb  with  such  strange,  varied  and  fearful  pnlses. 

Sow,  whilst  you  stand  here  in  this  narrow  neck  of  suspense, 
let  me  look  into  your  countenance,  straight  into  your  eye,  right 
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into  your  heart,  and  I  will  tell  yon  whether  in  that  moment,  when 
the  battle  of  life  grows  warm,  your  arm  will  grow  stronger  and 
your  intellect  more  thorough-edged  to  part  truth  $rom  error,  or 
whether,  in  the  hoar  of  trial,  you  will  quail,  and  ignobly  sink 
under  the  triumphant  tramp  of  the  victor. 

Whilst  this  great  circle,  comprehending  what  we  call  society, 
seems  to  team  with  discordant  elements,  there  is  yet  a  "  divin- 
ity which  shapes"  it,  and  the  elements  are  so  controlled  and 
directed  by  the  Invisible,  that  all  things  eventuate  in  accordance 
with  "  the  eternal  fitness  of  things."  The  clay  only  seems 
to  mar  in  the  hands  of  the  potter.  The  marred  lump  is  remod- 
dled  or  substituted  by  a  better.  Do  you  desire  to  place  the 
elements  of  your  nature  on  the  ever  revolving  potter's  wheel, 
to  be  brought  out  a  vessel  of  honor  in  all  the  relations  which 
bind  you  ?  Out  of  what  part  of  that  nature  comes  the  force 
which  impels  you.  Is  it  the  embodiment  of  high  aimed  thought 
which  tells  you  that  you  may  make  your  life  glorious  ? 

You  have  chosen  as  your  avocation  a  profession  than  which 
none  is  more  arduous,  demanding  greater  self-denial ;  none  more 
honorable  among  men.  For  antiquity,  it  invokes  the  earliest 
ages  of  the  world;  for  honorable  distinction  and  true  fame,  it 
calls  the  names  of  many  celebrities  on  the  rolls  of  scientific  re- 
nown in  all  ages ;  it  has  not  only  the  divine  sanction,  but  the 
savior  of  men  and  his  apostles  illustrated  its  benign  influence  in 
their  lives ;  the  infirmities  of  human  nature  declare  its  abso- 
lute necessity. 

You  have  given  full  proofs  of  your  learning,  and  thorough 
acquaintance  with  the  subjects  relating  to  the  science  and  art  of 
medicine,  and  the  highest  mark  of  literary  honor  which  you  can 
receive  in  the  profession  has  been  conferred jipon  you,  as  shown 
by  the  parchments  which  you  hold  in  your  hands. 

Let  us  briefly  consider  some  of  the  more  general  obligations 
and  duties  which  attach  to  your  high  office. 

I  can  speak  generally  only  of  those  obligations,  for  it  would 
be  unfitting  and  presumptuous  in  me,  belonging  to  another 
profession;  to  undertake  the  task  of  teaching  you  the  duties  of 
a  doctor  in  daily  practice. 
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First,  let  me  earnestly  impress  upon  yon  the  obligation  to 
,  sustain  the  dignity  of  your  profession*  And  here  I  assert  that 
there  never  has  been  a  time  in  the  history  of  that  profession 
vhen  this  admonition  should  be  pressed  home  with  more  zeal 
than  at  the  present.  There  was  a  time  when  all  liberal  learning 
was  monopolized  by  the  few ;  when  the  man  of  letters  claimed, 
by  natural  right,  the  dignities  and  honors  of  tbat  privileged 
class  which  exercised  so  much  influence  in  feudal  times — the 
Knights  Errant.  But  when  the  art  of  printing,  and  generous 
systems  of  education  brought  the  masses  out  of  ignorance,  and 
tha  learning  of  the  liberal  sciences  became  attainable  by  all,  the 
learned  professions,  if  they  lost  none  of  their  dignity,  have  had, 
nevertheless,  to  share  their  influenoe  with  the  departments 
devoted-  to  physical  development.  Where  the  three  learned 
professions,  as  they  are  denominated — Divinity,  Medicine,  and 
the  Law — used  to  claim  all  the  classically  educated,  they  are 
now  divided  between  those  professions  and  all  the  departments 
of  industry.  Learning  is  not  now  confined  to  the  professions. 
This  is  the  spirit  of  the  age,  the  spirit  of  true  progress,  and  we 
cannot  find  fault  with  it. 

There  is  a  reflex  action  in  this  general  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge, which  calls  for  deeper  learning  in  our  professions.  And 
there  is  where  yon  can  support  the  dignity  of  yours.  Yon 
must  advance  the  standard  of  attainment. 

Hitherto  yon  have  had  aids  who  have  unfolded  to  you  the 
character  and  nature  of 


and  the  nature  and  character  of  the  agencies  to  be  used  in  their 
cure.  Henceforth  you  are  compelled  to  rely  upon  your  own 
resources.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  you  are  to  abandon  your 
books  or  other  authorities,  but  they  can  not  aid  you  in  every 
case.  You  have  to  be  something  more  than  mere  book 
doctors.  Here  your  individuality,  feeble  or  strong,  is  to  assist 
you,  and  whatever  of  professional  wisdom  or  genius  and  acumen 
you  possoss  as  original  endowments,  they  must  be  brought 
boldly  out.    There  is  no  royal  road  to  high  attainments  in  your 
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profession  more  than  in  any  other,  nor  will  yon  be  any  better 
able  as  doctors,  to  take  up  learning  by  mere  absorption.  It  is 
all  heavy  brain-work  between  your  present  status  and  success. 

As  yon  owe  a  duty  to  the  profession  of  medicine,  in  the  ab- 
stract, you  also  have  a  work  to  perform  in  behalf  of  the  system 
you  have  chosen.  In  this  your  moral  courage  and  fortitude 
will  be  put  to  the  test. 

The  fact  of  the  usefulness  of  the  Homoeopathic  School  of 
Medicine  has  been  fully  demonstrated,  and  we  are  prone  to  be- 
lieve that  it  stands  as  a  house  built  upon  a  rock. 

In  this  behalf  I  have  only  to  advise  you  to  take  as  your  guide, 
or  as  a  central  principle  upon  wioh  to  build,  the  doctrine  of  your 
own  school,  which  you  are  to  apply  with  an  educated  reason  and 
profound  judgment.  It  was  left  for  modern  times  to  develope  a 
principle  known  to  Hippocrates  and  Galen,  the  fathers  of  the 
medical  science.  They  struck  a  key  note  which  was  never 
responded  to  by  their  immediate  followers.  Hahannaman  took 
up  the  theory  and  gave  to  it  form  and  comliness,  and  the  wise 
and  good  appreciate  it  as  a  benificent  heritage  to  the  race. 

It  will  be  both  seemly  and  proper  in  you  to  cultivate  in  your- 
selves an  abiding,  though  modest  confidence  in  your  abilities,  but 
do  not  cherish  this  sentiment  to  the  development  of  a  revolting 
egotism,  or  reprehensible  selfishness.  I  adjure  you  to  cultivate 
the  amenities  of  professional  life  which  liberalize  the  mind, 
and  stimulate  the  best  impulses  of  the  heart.  Without  such  cul- 
tivation, it  is  impossible  for  you  to  become  gteat,  good  or  wise, 
in  that  appreciation  which  gives  glorious  lustre  to  character  and 
a  name. 

Do  you  now  appreciate  ttat  close  and  delicate  position  in 
which  the  distinguished  Degreo  this  night  conferred  upon  you 
places  you,  with  relation  to  the  community,  and  particularly 
with  individuals  who  may  so  far  honor  you  as  to  solicit  your 
professional  services  ?  If  you  are  possessed  of  that  maviter  in 
modoyfortiter  in  re,  which  instantaneously  cleaves  through  the 
crust  of  exclusiveness,  you  are  at  once  hailed  as  counselor  and 
friend.  But  you  eannot  sustain  this  relation  unless  you  are 
honorable  men. 
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I  beg  you  to  bear  with  ipe  whilBt  I  give  yon  one  admonition, 
which  seems  peculiarly  fitting  at  this  time,  and  which  I  shall 
claim  the  right  to  impress  upon  you  with  affectionate  earnest- 
□ess.  You  owe  to  this  institution,  from  which  you  receive  your 
title  of  Doctor,  a  debt  of  gratitude,  which  you  can  repay  only  by 
cherishing  a  warm  fillial  regard  for  the  parent  of  your  high 
honor.  We  send  you  into  the  world  as  the  first  representatives 
of  a  college  inaugurated  without  ostentation,  or  hollow  preten- 
sions, and  whisb.  has  had  such  an  auspicious  beginning,  that  its 
friendB  claim  for  it  an  honorable  standing  among  the  first  insti- 
tutions of  the  land.  This,  the  birthday  of  the  medical  honor 
which  has  arisen  upon  you,  may  also  be  esteemed  the  birthday 
of  this  institution,  and  the  horosoope  which  casta  the  future  of 
the  St.  Louis  College  of  Homuiop'athie  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
may  foretell  alike,  your  professional  destiny.  That  destiny  is 
bound  op  with  the  dignity  and  honor  of  the  college,  consequent- 
ly there  are  reciprocal  duties  in  this  behalf.  Help  us  to  make 
it  a  peculiar  honor  to  be  a  first  graduate  of  this  college. 

Id  conclusion,  let  me  say  I  know  of  no  better  incentive,  if  you 
would  become  eminett  in  your  profession,  for  you  to  propose  to 
yourselves,  than  an  abiding  determination  to  become  useful  in 
this  great  living  and  moving  society  of  which  yon  are  about  try 
the  realities.  Such  a  motive,  if  backed  by  a  determined  will 
to  obtain  the  accomplishments  of  the  highest  learning  of  the 
science  of  medicine,  and  to  add  to  it  something  from  the  learning 
of  the  other  liberal  sciences  which  will  give  you  breadth  and  liber- 
ality of  thought,  is  sure  to  gain  for  you  an  honorable  distinction 
in  the  wor1d,and  the  respect,  confide  nee  and  affection  of  your  ow.n 
brethren.  More  than  twenty  centuries  ago,  Hippocrates  draft- 
ed an  "oath"  known  among  medical  authors  as  the  Hippocratic 
Oath,  which  he  prescribed  for  his  disciples,  comprehending  in  its 
spirit,  if  not  in  all  the  letter,  the  duties  which  I  have  so  imper- 
fectly sketched  to  you,  and  which  was  formorly  and  may  now 
be  generally  adopted  by  colleges  and  schools  of  physic  on  occa- 
sions like  this.  But  in  the  free  and  liberal  spirit  in  which  this 
college  was  organized,  it  wishes  "  to  bind  its  sons  and  graduates 
by  the  ties  only  of  honor  and  gratitude." 
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I,  therefore,  in  the  name  of  this  college,  being  commissioned, 
do  now  earnestly  and  affectionately  charge  you,  the  eldest  sons 
of  the  dignitary  honors  of  this  institution,  in  your  practice  faith- 
fully to  "consult  the  safety  of  your  patients,  the  good  of  the 
community  and  the  dignity  of  your  profession/'  that  your -4Zma 
Mater  may  never  have  cause  to  regret  that  the  professional 
birthright  has  fallen  upon  you. 


MEDICINE. 


HOMOEOPATHY  AND  ALLOPATHY  CONTRASTED. 


BT  C.  8.  ELDBIDGE,  M.  D. 


The  time  has  come,  when  these  rival  schools  of  Medicine, 
Homoeopathy,  and  Allopathy,  demand  and  must  secure  a  critical 
examination  and  trial  of  merit.  Bidicule,  scorn,  even  govern- 
mental and  legislative  persecution  have  failed  to  destroy 
homoeopathy.  She  is  found  advancing  in  every  civilised  com- 
munity, and  boasts  of  triumphs  in  every  portion  of  the  habitable 
globe  where  education  and  enlightenment  hold  their  sway.  To 
excite  an  interest  in  inquiring  minds,  and  inform  the  uninitiated 
of  the  ground  work, — of  the  claims  of  the  school,  we  invite  a 
consideration  ol  the  following  statements,  in  which  the  merits  o* 
the  two  systems  are  contrasted : 

1.  Homoeopathy  is  a  word  derived  from  the  Greek  omoios 
similar,  and  pathos—  suffering.  It  is  the  name  of  the  new  system 
discovered  by  Hahnemann,  a  celebrated  German  physician  and 
chemist,  A.  D.  1790.  It  consists  in  the  fundamental  law  of  nature, 
that  a  drug  or  poison  which  will  produce  certain  symptoms  or  suffer- 
ings upon  a  healthy  organism,  will  cure  similar  symptoms  found  to 
exist  in  a  diseased  condition.  For  example,  ipecac  *  ill  produce 
vomiting,  mercury  bloody  stools  and  acute  fever;  yet  small 
doses  of  ipecac  will  cure  vomiting,  small  doses  of  mercury  are 
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very  efficient  in  dysentery,  and  aconite  'will  cure  those  fevers  in 
which  the  drag  is  indicated.     Allopathy  is  a  word  derived  from 
offoa — another,  and  pat\ot — suffering.     It  is  the  name  applied  to  ' 
the  old  school  system,  which  implies  the  enre  of  one  disease 
by  substituting  another  in  its  stead. 

2.  The  great  law  that  guides  the  homoeopathic  doctor  is  em- 
braced in  the  following  latin  sentence :  "  Similia  timilibut 
cvrantur" — similar  things  by  similars  are  cured — (not  identical 
symptoms,  but  similar  ones.)  A  drunken  man  is  not  to  be 
cured  by  whisky  or  wine,  but  by  a  drug  which  would  produce 
symptoms  similar  to  those  of  drunkenness,  i.  e.  haschisch,  nux 
vomica  or  opium.  The  law  or  rule  of  the  old  schcol  ie  comprised 
in  the  sentence  "contraria  contraritt  curantur" — contraries  by 
contraries  are  cured. 

3.  The  homoeopathic  physician  has  a  single,  simple,  beautiful 
and  purely  scientific  guide  to  direct  him  in  his  varied  prescrip- 
tions at  the  bedside,even  if  called  upon  to  treat  a  disease  he  never 
saw,  heard  of,  or  read  about,  he  would  know  what  to  do,  viz : 
Find  a  drug  which  would  produce  a  similar  train  of  symptoms, 
and  if  the  disease  was  curable  at  all,  he  would  certainly  relieve 
his  patient.  The  allopath,  on  the  contrary,  has  no  certain  guide 
no  settled  principle  to  aid  him.  He  can  only  followsome  great 
empiric  who  has  gone  before  him.  Hence,  we  find  them  fol- 
lowing and  adopting  methods  of  practice  that  are  wholly  the 
result  of  experience;  but  inasmuch  as  constitutions,  habits 
climates  and  even' the  same  diseases  at  different  periods  differ 
vastly,  past  experience  often  proves  valueless  for  present  neces- 
sities, and  leaves  the  practitioner  no  reliable  data  on  which  to 
encounter  unknown  diseases.  Six  homoeopaths  called  in  counsel 
would  select  the  same,  or  a  similar  drag,  for  the  case  in  hand, 
guided  by  their  law,  and  being  acquainted  with  the  effects  of 
their  medicine.  Six  allopaths  in  counsel  would  probably 
recommend  six  different  prescriptions  for  their  patients,  clearly 
evincing,  as  we  have  stated,  that  they  have  no  law  to  guide 
them.  This  aocountn  for  the  fearful  fatality  attending  such 
hap-hszard  practice. 
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4.  The  homoeopath  never  gives  medicines  in  combinatiom,but 
a  remedy  which  has  been  proved  by  numerous  persons  who 
have  taken  it  to  determine  its  poisonous  or  toxic  effects,  and 
have  also  experimented  with  it  upon  culprits  under  condemna- 
tion of  death,  so  that  they  are  intimately  acquainted  with  its 
curative  virtues.  An  exhibition  of  divine  goodness  and  mercy 
consists  in  the  fact  that,  while  the  great  Creator  decrees  that 
we  shall  suffer  the  pangs  and  torturing  influences  of  innumer- 
able diseases,  he  has,  at  the  same  time,  in  his  benificence, 
provided  us  with  curative  or  medicinal  agencies  sufficient  to 

meet  the  varied  forms  of  disease  and  physical  woes  which  flesh 
is  heir  to.  The  allopathic  practitioner  habitually  prescribes 
from  two  to  eight  or  ten  remedies  at  a  time — many  unproved — 
forming  chemical  combinations,  the  properties  and  reactions  of 
which  no  philosopher  upon  earth  could  pretend  to  determine, 
leaving  the  prescribe^  if  a  cure  at  all  ensues,  in  total  darkness 
and  doubt  as  to  which  of  the  many  ingredients  the  curative 
virtue  should  be  attributed. 

5.  The  homoeopath  usually  administers  perfectly  pure  drugs, 
and  so  prepares  them  by  a  process  termed  succussion  and 
trituration,  or,  in  other  words,  by  dilution  with  absolute  alcohol, 
or  by  griding  with  non-medicinal  substances,  in  wedgewood 
mortars,  that  the  crude  particles  are  broken  down  and  rendered 
more  active  and  potent,  because  they  can  be  taken  up  easily  by 
the  minutest  absorbent  vessels,  along  the  course  of  the  alimen- 
tary canal,  and  thence  carried  directly  to  the  sensitive  and  suffer- 
ing organ  for  wheh  they  are  intended,  and  for  which  they  have 
an  affinity,  or  elective  adaptation.  On  the  other  hand,  heroic  or 
material  doses  of  medicine,  as  administered  by  the  allopathic 
fraternity,  when  taken  by  a  patient  rendered  highly  sensitive 
and  susceptible  by  the  influences  of  disease,  produce  an  undue 
irritation  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  evinced  many  times  by 
most  distressing  paroxysms  of  vomiting  and  purging,  so  as  to 
cause  the  patient,  with  loathing,  to  deelare  "  I  can  not  bear  that 
medicine  any  longer;"  thus  weakening  the  system  by  the  direct 
poisonous  effects  of  the  drug,  and  in  case  the  remedy  is  ap- 


Original  Articles. 


71 


propriale  to  tke  disease,  a  wretched  aggravation  is  certain  to 
ensue.  The  one  system  is  found  gentle,  pleasant,  safe  and 
efficient.  The  other  harsh,  painful,  disgusting,  hazardous,  and 
the  result  problematica.l 

6.  The  homoeopath  has  nothing  to  do  but  aid  nature  in  her 
efforts  to  relieve  the  system  of  some  difficulty,  or  obstruction, 
propagated  by  disease,  and  after  the  cure,  the  patient  convales- 
ces naturally  and  rapidly,  having  lost  no  strength  through  the 
poisonous  effects  of  crude  medicinal  substances,  and  having  to 
recover  from  no  drug  disease.  The  allopath,  when  he  has  got 
rid  of  the  original  disease,  finds  his  patient  prostrate  and  on  the 
borders  of  the  grave,  in  consequence  of  the  new  drug  disease 
introduced  into  the  suffering  system.  So  he  has  to  sot  to  work 
and  correct  the  evils  his  medicines  have  produced.  Thousands 
to-day  are  suffering  more  from  calomel,  tartar  emetic  and  the 
like,  than  from  any  natural  non-medicinal  diseases,  whilst  we 
may  defy  any  one  to  discover  a  drug  disease  of  twenty-four 
hours  standing,  arising  from  the  use  of  homoeopathic  medica- 
tion. So  fearful  was  the  mortality,  and  so  pernicious  were  the 
effects  of  calomel  and  tartar  emetic,  as  administered  by  surgeons 
during  our  late  struggle  at  the  South — nearly  as  many  being 
carried  off  by  the  indiscriminate  use  of  these  powerful  medicines 
as  by  the  bullets  of  the  enemy — Sargeon  General  Hammond 
found  it  necossary  to  prohibit  his  allopathic  brethren  from  the 
use  of  these  medicines  altogether.  Tins  is  a  telling  blow  upon 
allopathy,  coming  from  such  a  source,  and  certainly  will  not  be 
disregarded  by  a  thinking  people. 

7.  Inasmuch  as  no  drug  disease  is  left  about  a  patient  conva- 
lescing, and  inasmuch  as  hospital  reports  and  tables  of  mortality 
reveal  the  fact  that,  under  homoeopathic  treament,  patients 
make  a  more  rapid  and  timely  recovory,  the  homoeopathic  sys- 
tem must  have  the  preference  for  economy,  mildness,  and 
humanity  of  treatment,  since  the  time  of  suffering,  absence  from 
business,  medical  fees,  and  other  accompanying  expenses  are 
materially  abbreviated. 

8.  Who  can  estimate  the  yalue  of  human  life  ?    In  one  sense 
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it  is  incalculable,  but  for  purposes  of  life  insurance,  the  rate  of 
mortality,  and  the  value  of  human  life  can  be  estimated  with 
mathematical  precision,  and  perfect  accuracy.  The  annual 
tables  of  mortality;  as  presented  by  various  life  insurance  com- 
panies; can  not  but  be  regarded  as  strictly  reliable  and  authen- 
tic; since  their  actuaries  have  nothing  inducing  them  to  surrep- 
titious or  faulty  reports;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  everything  cal- 
culated to  popularize  and  add  material  benefit  to  their  systems, 
what  they  have,  by  a  valuable  experience;  ascertained,  must  be 
predicated  upon  principles  of  the  most  scrupulous  honesty  and 
truthfulness.  As  a  commercial  or  monied  investment;  the  tables 
of  mortality  have  forced  the  conviction  upon  capitalists;  that 
they  can  safely  and  profitably  insure  the  lives  of  people  who 
patronize  homoeopathic  practitioners;  at  from  ten  to  twenty  per 
cent  cheaper  than  those  who  employ  physicians  of  the  old  school. 
This  is  the  most  unanswerable  and  searching  testimony  that 
could  be  possibly  offered  for  the  superiority,  safety,  and  signal 
success  of  homoeopathic  practice  as  compared  with  allopathy. 

In  consequence  of  these  results  and  calculations,  no  less  than 
three  large,  respectable  organizations  known  as  the  Homoeo- 
pathic Life  Insurance  Companies,  have  been  established  in  the 
United  States,  and  one  or  two  in  the  City  of  London,  England. 
Let  the  reader,  with  unbiased  judgment,  test  the  statements, 
and  give  to  this  heaven  born  system  of  relief  for  human  woeB,  a 
fair,  practical  and  impartical  investigation.  Judging  from  the 
rapid  progress  which  this  beautiful  humane  and  philosophic 
system  of  medicine  has  made  since  the  brief  period  of  its  dis- 
closure by  the  learned  and  gifted  Dr.  Samuel  Hahnemann,  we 
can  not  but  regard  the  future  prospeet  of  this  philanthropic 
science,  when  prejudice  and  partizan  opposition  shall  have 
passed  away,  but  as  a  glorious  triumph  of  good  over  bad,  of 
truth  over  error,  causing  unparalleled  blessings  and  comforts 
to  our  suffering  fellow-men  throughout  the  wide  world. 
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BY  CIRO  S.  VERDI,  M.  D.,  MT.  VERNOfc,  OHIO. 


Until  the  present  day,  all  exhalations  either  from  the  animal 
or  vegetable  kingdom,  have  been  called  miasma,  or  poisonous  ex* 
halations,in  accordance  with  the  source  from  whence  they  spring. 
We  can  not  believe  that  these  gaseous  exhalations  become 
either  destroyed  or  inert.  On  the  contrary,  they  are  all  dis- 
tributed, agreeably  to  their  peculiar  affinities;  the  elective  power 
harmonizes  with  the  process  of  nutrition,  or  else  performs  other 
functions.  God  created  all  things  to  live.  From  this  funda- 
mental law  everything  is  intended  to  reach  a  state  of  perfection, 
whatever  it  has  been  assigned  to  accomplish. 

From  this,  it  follows  that  the  so  called  offluvial  exhalations, 
when  free  to  circulate,  are  directed  by  terrestrial  fluids  necessary 
to  their  elective  power,  for  the  development  of  special  and  uni- 
versal life;  they  aggregate  or  are  absorbed  by  those  living  objects 
which  have  not  corresponding  vital  force  for  their  full  com- 
pletion. So  these  effluvial  affinities  become  non-affinities,  and 
go  through  the  system,  always  eleetively,  and  submit  to  such 
modifications  and  chemico-vital  purifications  till  every  atom  of 
effluvia  is  at  last  rendered  thoroughly  assimilated,  agreeably  to 
its  special  affinities,  either  for  the  membranes,  tissue  organs, 
circulation  or  absorbents,  so  as  to  become  an  indivisible  part  of 
them.  On  the  contrary,  those  effluvial  particles  which  have  no 
power  of  assimilation,  are  taken  up  by  the  circulation,  and  car- 
ried off  by  the  excretortas,  or  through  the  emunctories.  But  if 
this  physiologico-vital  process  were  disturbed  by  any  cause 
whatever,  then  these  unassimilated  atoms  become  deposited  on 
the  tissue.  These  particles,  which  were  intended  for  nutritive 
purposes,  become  disorganized  and  excite  many  morbid  affec- 
tions. 

Professor  Liebig  says :  "  It  is  known  that  heat  increases  or 
diminishes  the  changing  affininities  of  organic  bodies.  Therefore 
the  organic  force  can  produce  combinations  or  decomposition 
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which  would  Dot  have  taken  place  had  it  not  been  for  a  change 
of  temperature.  The  normal  existence  of  organic  bodies  of 
whatever  being,  are,  as  it  were,  in  the  midst  of  two  contrary 
forces — the  organic  and  the  force  of  affinity.  These  two  vital 
forces  exist  in  equal  parts  and  strength,  thus,  keeping  the 
physicial  equilibrium  of  either  the  animal  or  vegetable  kingdom. 
But  when  such  equilibrium  is  distributed  by  a  prevailing  influ- 
ence of  either  force,  life  becomes  more  or  less  deranged  in 
proportion  to  the  prevailing  influence." 

Unquestionably  it  is  what  the  learned  professor  has  so  forci- 
bly and  beautifully  described  H  the  loss  of  equilibrium  of  forces, 
in  consequence  of  which  the  intended  nutritive  elements  become 
the  destroyers  of  the  human  family,  or  disease.  This  vital 
process  commences  ordinarily  in  the  tissue,  where  the  particles 
have  been  deposited,  or  the  atoms  have  been  assimilated.  The 
predisposing  influences,  however,  necessary  to  the  fluids  con- 
tained in  the  atmosphere,  or  in  the  earth,  predominate  in 
changing  the  natural  action  and  composition'  of  atoms.  Thus 
changed,  they  become  corroding  materials,  which,  acting 
on  the  tissue,  the  organic  functions  are  changed,  and  conse" 
quently  the  physical  equilibrium  is  lost  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  the  prevailing  influences  which  predominate  in  carry* 
ing  on  the  process  of  disorganization.  Hahnemann,  our  great 
master,  has  enunciated  the  theory  of  atomical  philosophy. 

Destruction  and  reproduction  are  vital  functions,  carried  on 
by  the  same  law  and  elements,  only  under  different  conditions. 
One  condition  being  the  nutritive  ;  prepared  by  the  pro- 
cess of  assimilation  and  i  eprodnction  j  the  other  being 
changed  from  its  normal  condition  by  some  physical  causes 
forms  the  elements  of  destruction.  In  another  word,  elements 
in  their  primitive  and  normal  condition  are  the  fountains  of  life; 
at  the  same  time  they  may  be  changed  into  sources  of  alPbodily 
infirmities. 

There  are  morbid  causes  that  act  independently;  others  that 
are  united  with  material  and  fluid  influences,  which  develop 
and  increase  their  morbific  action.     This  is  observed  in   the 
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dynamic  functions  of  organic  life,  whether  it  is  the  result  of 
congenital  or  acquired  disease.  The  animal  body,  like  many 
others,  by  reason  of  elective  harmony,  nourishes,  grows,  and 
modifies  itself  to  live ;  living  on  elements,  aliment,  and  all  that 
exists  in  nature,  be  it  in  kind,  in  species,  material,  or  organised 
forme,  or  under  moral  or  spiritual  form."  Inasmuch  as  all  that 
is  elementary  exists  in  creation  it  is,  therefore,  for  the  same 
reason,  existing  proportionally  and  relatively  in  the  human 
body.  Man  is^the  chef  d'ouvre  of  alljcreation.  The  above  reasons 
prove,  unquestionably,  that  effluvia  and  atoms  generally  modify 
physiologically  or  pathologically  the  material  being,  according 
to  the  various  species  and  kind  to  which  it  belongs.  It  can  not 
be  otherwise,  agreeably  to  the  wonderful,  harmony  with  which 
creation  is  established.  We,  (therefore,  observe  in  existence 
those  unalterable  laws  of  attraction,  repulsion,  affinity,  and  non- 
affinity,  of  love,  hate,  sympathy,  and  antipathy.  In  the  material 
being,  the  laws  of  nutrition  and  destruction,  of  composition  and 
decomposition,  give  that  beautiful  harmony  and  synthetic 
unity  which  is  so  wonderful.  Aooepting  the  above  state* 
meats  as: correct,  we  must,  therefore,  acknowledge  the 
wisdom  of  Hahnemann,  and  receive  his  thoories  and  doctrines 
with  due  appreciation  of  bis  wonderful  genius.  He  said  "  that 
all  diseases,  except  the  traumatic,  proceed  from  dynamic  prin- 
ciples and  causes,1'  therefore,  tbat  being  the  ease,  the  remedies 
must  be  brought,  as  far  as  possible,  to  a  dynamical  development, 
thus  only  imitating  the  physical  law  which  guides  all  things. 
Any  unprejudiced  student  »f  the  law  of  nature  mist  accept  this 
philosophical  axiom  of  our  great  master  as  the  only  true  prin- 
ciple which  we  can  reasonably  expect  to  deal  with  the  physieal 
forces,  namely,  by  following  their  more  than  wise  arrangement 
and  modut  operandi.  Any  other  mode  of  action  must  necessarily 
be  at  fault,  and  fall  by  its  own  weight. 
Ever  since  I  became  a  homo30path,I  have  been  frequently  struck 
'  with  the  indivisibility  of  the  two,  viz:  Homoeopathy  and  affin- 
ity. The  law  of  affinity,  in  this  sense,  is  meant  an  attraction 
which  should  exist  between  the  remedy  and  the  disease. 
Homogeneous  bodies,  even   in   atomical  composition,  though 
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often,  perhaps,  under  different  state  of  development,  neverthe- 
less always  attract  one  another,  according  to  their  polarity. 
This  law  of  polarity  being  established  as  a  true  theory,  can 
we  fail  to  recognise  the  law  of  similars  in  the  treatment  of  dis- 
eases as  the  sure  law  of  polar  attraction  ?  Yet  there  are  no 
specifics,  in  a  special  sense,  in  medicine,  for  every  remedy  varies 
more  or  less  in  its  properties  of  attraction  and  repulsion  as  well 
as  in  its  power  of  taking  certain  directions.  Still,  in  a  general 
sense,  we  may  be  allowed  to  polarize  our  remedies  according 
their  peculiar  attraction,  direction  or  specific  influence  upon  this 
or  that  organ  or  organs,  tissue,  absorbents,  circulation,  mem- 
branes or  Bolids,  etc.  Stibium  we  know  has  its  specific 
influence  upon  the  gastro-uterine  regions,its  secondary  upon  the 
nervous  system ;  aloes  ranges  upon  the  hepatic  regions  and 
rectum ;  caatharis  upon  the  bladder,  kidneys,  organs  of  genera- 
tion, etc.;  sulphur  upon  the  absorbents  and  skin ;  nux  upon  the 
cerebrospinal  plexus,  etc.;  and  for  this  reason  I  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  profession  to  the  necessity  of  polarizing  our 
remedies  according  to  their  peculiar  mode  of  action  and  .direc- 
tion. 
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OPERATION  —HYPERTR0PH1ED  UPPER  UP. 


Willie  S.,  Mt  6.    When  an  infant,  was  afflicted  with  sore 

mouth.    The  physician  fin  attendance  gave  the  mother  some 

lotion  to  wash  it  with.    This,  according  to  her  statement,  irrij 

tated  the  mouth,  made  it  still  worse,  when  the  upper  lip  began 
increasing  until  it  not  only  had  become  double  the  natural  size, 

but  had  formed  adhesions  to  the  gums,  reaching  from  the  outer 

commissure,  on  the  leftside,  to*the  septum. 
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It  continually  grew  larger,  and,  at  the  time  of  examination, 
was  about  one  inch  and  a  half  in  thickness,  owing  to  the  adhe- 
sion to  the  upper  jaw.  The  lip  projected  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  produce  great  disfigurement.  The  parent  tried  bleeding, 
compresion,  etc.,  as  advised  by  physicians  consulted,  but  with- 
out good  result. 

Recognizing  it  as  a  case  of  hypertrophy,  removal  was  recom- 
mended as  the  only  cure.  The  parents  desired  the  operation  to 
be  performed,  as  the  boy  was  becoming  shy  and  ashamed  of  his 
looks. 

A  plaater  cast  of  the  Up  was  first  made,  and  from  this,  one 
made  of  putty,  on  which  we  could  ent  and  model,  so  as  to  tell 
the  amount  of  substance  to  be  removed.  The  boy  was  placed 
under  the  influence  of  an  anaesthetic,  and  the  operation  per- 
formed by  first  dissecting  the  lip  thoroughly  from  the  superior 
maxillary,  then  it  was  raised  up  and  the  superfluous  substance  cut 
away.  Several  small  arteries  were  cut,  bnt  the  hemmorrhage 
stopped  by  torsion  and  a  piece  of  lint  between  the  lip  andjaw,with 
a  bandage  around  the  head  to  keep  the  lip  pressed  firmly  on  the 
jaw,  were  all  the  dressing  required.  In  two  weeks  the  wound 
was  healed,  and  now,  two  months  since  the  operation,  the  im- 
provement is  marked  and  satisfactory.  One  little  incident 
happened  during  the  operation,  which  was  alarming.  In  rais- 
ing the  lip  to  dissect  the  tissue,  a  great  deal  of  blood  ran 
down  into  the  stomach,  and  with  the  great  loss  by  hemorrhage, 
made  him  so  weak,  that  for  a  few  mflments  he  was  pulseless 
and,  to  all  appearances,  lifeless.  After  rubbing  him  briskly  and 
placing  a  few  drops  of  whiskey  on  the  tongue,  he  revived,  and 
was  Boon  strong  again. 
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The  subject  of  this  case  is  a  a  young  man  twenty-three  years 


■II 


78  Surgery. 

of  age,  light  complexion,  tall,  slender,  of  nervous,  sanguine 
temperament,  and  strong,  bony  frame.  Has  always  been 
healthy. 

In  the  latter  part  of  November  last,  a  brick  was  thrown  with 
great  force  on  his  head,  catting  through  his  hat  and  scalp,  pro- 
ducing a  wound  two  and  half  inches  long  to  the  right  of  the 
sagittal  and  across  the  coronal  suture.  The  wound  healed  kindly 
in  a  short  time,  under  the  attendance  of  a  neighboring  medical 
man,  without  detaining  the  patient  from  his  avocation  as  a 
baker. 

A  week  after  the  closing  of  his  wound,  he  was  found  prostrate 
and  insensible  on  the  floor  of  his  bakery.  The  restoration  to 
consciousness  was  followed  by  a  severe  pain  about  the  wound 
and  forehead,  vertigo,  want  of  appetite,  constipation,  occasional 
delirium,  and  periodical  attacks  of  sleep,  with  clonic  spasms. 
He  was  now  put  under  the  care  of  two  medical  men,  who  treat- 
ed him  for  about  five  weeks,  with  no  success.  The  middle  of 
January  last  he  was  placed  under  my  care.  His  condition  was 
as  follows  ;  He  lay  in  that  periodical  sleep  that  attacked  him 
daily  at  3  p.  m.,  which  lasted  always  one  hour.  Soon  after 
falling  into  the  sleep  he  was  attacked  with  clonic  spasms,  and 
had  to  be  watched  by  a  number  of  men;  respiration  very  light, 
scarcely  perceptible ;  face  pale ;  eyes  closed  firmly,  but  could 
be  opened,  which  disclosed  thepupil  enlarged  nearly  to  the  full 
size  of  cornea,  and  which*  afterwards  wouldnot  contract 
his  sight  was  very  r  indistinct;  mouth  and  jaw  was  also  very 
firmly  closed;  upper  and  lower  extremities  cold;  trunk  of  lower 
temperature  than  natural;  action  of  heart  depressed,  and 
pulse  from  fifty  to  sixty  per  minute;  he  would  fall  asleep 
every  day  at  the  same  hour,  even  when  engaged  in  lively  con- 
versation, and  not  aware  of  the  time ;  he  would  then  fall  back 
in  his  chair,  or  if  sitting  up  in  bed,  upon  the  pillows,  close  his 
eyes,  move  his  head  from  side  to  side ;  anesthesia  and  clonic 
spasms  would  follow,  and  would  always  end  by  striking  with 
his  fists  his  head  and  abdomen  with  great  force,  so  that  the  parts 
had  to  be  protected  by  pillows ;  at  other  times  he  would  spread 
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*  ove  them  slowly  at  first,  and  then    quickly    to 

.circling  the  same,  and  compressing  it'  so  that 

persistent  efforts  of  his  attendants  prevented  stran- 

ndeed,  at  one  time,  I  believed  him  asphyxiated, 

.nawares,  got  hold  of  his  throat  and  held  it  as  in  a 

***  ome  time  before  his  grasp  could  be  released*    These 

occurring  daily,caused  great  disturbance  and  anxiety  in 

mily. 

ne  indications  of  treatment  were,  first  to  relieve  his  bowels, 
there  was,  besides  the  pain,  great  distension  of  the  abdomen. 
This  was  accomplished  shortly  by  an  enema  of  warm  water, 
which,  with  the  cathartics  previously  taken,  soon  relieved  him 
of  the  abdominal  trouble.  Belladonna  and  opium  were  exhibit- 
ed, the  former  for  cerebral  congestion  and  constipation,  the 
latter  for  the  periodical  attacks  of  sleep.  Few  days  showed 
that  the  attacks  became  gradually  shorter,  and  the  asphyxia 
longer.     lie  is  now  convalescent. 

Had  the  patient  been  favorably  situated,  interesting  psycho- 
logical experiments  might  have  been  made,  as  there  were  suffi- 
cient symptoms  of  that  negative  electric  condition  of  the  brain, 
that  exists  in  those  under  the  influence  of  hyprotism — in  this 
case  produced  by  a  reflex  action  of  the  physical  on  the  nervous 
system. 
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We  learn  with  regret,  that  Dr.  E.  Oaspari,  of  Louisville,  Ky., 
died  at  his  residence,  near  the  city,  on  Friday,  February  4th,  of 
Typhoid  Fnemonia.  An  obituary  of  this  distinguished  physi- 
cian will  appear  in  our  next  issue,  from  the  pen  of  his  successor, 
Tm.  L.  Breybole,  M.  D. 
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ST.  LOUIS,   MO.,   MARCH,  1870. 


46T*To  insure  publication,  articles  most  be  practical,  bbibf  m  possible  to  do 
justice  to  the  subject,  aod  carefully  prepared,  so  bb  to  require  little  revision. 

46r  Readers  of  the  Observer  will  oblige  the  Editor  if  they  will  forward  copies  of 
local  newspapers,  or  similar  matters  of  importance  to  the  profession,  all  sueh  will  be 
thankfully  acknowledged. 

jB9»Physicians  having  changed  their  locations,  or  desiring  to  remove  from  one 
portion  of  the  country  to  another,  will  please  oommunicate  with  the  Editor,  that  he 
may  note  the  same.  Records  of  marriages,  and  deaths  of  physicians,  and  other  per- 
sonal news  will  also  be  received  and  noticed. 


All  exchanges,  books  and  pamphlets  most  be  addressed  to  the  Editor,  Nt. 

H1R  Wellington  Avenue. 
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The  February  number  of  the  Observer  was  greatly  delayed 
by  an  "intestinal  commotion"  in  the  printing  office.  This  issue  is 
from  a  new  press,  and  we  hope  will  prove  satisfactory. 
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We  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  our  readers  that  Wil- 
liam L.  Breyfogle,  M.  D.,  oC  Louisville,  Kentuoky,  has 
accepted  the  department  of  Materia  Medica  in  the  journal ;  an 
addition  to  the  editorial  corps  which  will,  in  every  way  advance 
the  interests  of  the  paper.  The  Observer  has  nearly  doubled  to 
circulation  in  the  past  year. 


Tho  first  annual  commencement  of  this  institution  was  held  »t 
the  large  hall  of  tho  Polytechnic  Institute,  on  Thnrsday  even 
ing,  February  24th,  at  8  o'clock,  p.m.,  and  from  first  to  last, 
was  a  moat  interesting  and  creditable  affair.  Tho  young  college 
shows  a  life  and  vigor  beyond  it-<  years,  and  holds  out  great 
promise  fur  tho  future, 

Boebm's  Silver  Cornet  Baud  enlivened  the  occasion,  and  the 
musical  selections, under  the  supervision  of  Professor  liartmnm  , 
an  acknowledged  musician,  were  a  groat  fcaturo  of  the  evening. 
There  is  more  in  good  music  than  many,  especially  doctors,  ate 
prone  to  admit,  and  fine  selections  from  composers  of  reputation 
are  always  acceptable  to  tho  public. 

The  ceremonies  were  opened  by  a  prayer  by  Jiight  Reverend 
C.  F.  Kobertson,  Bit-hop  of  Missouri,  after  which  Captain   Silas 
Bent  made  tho  following  remarks : 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

It  gives  me  prcat  pleasure,  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  St.  Louis  College  of  Homoeopathic  Physicians  aiid 
Surgeons, to  announce  to  you  the  success  of  the  institution  which 
was  inaugurated  in  .luue  last,  and  of  which  this  is  the  first  com- 
mon cement, 

The  class  consists  of  twenty-three  students  and  seven  gradu- 
ates— a  number  almost  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  medic;.' 
colleges. 

It  has  been  the  effort  of  the  Board,  as  well  as  the  Faculty,  t  o 
afford  to  those  attending  upon  the  lectures  of  the  school,  all  the 
facilities  for  acquiring  a  thorough  and  complete  medical  educa- 
tion, and  believing  practical  instruction  to  be,  above  all,  the 
most  desirable,  steps  were  taken  to  secure  every  clinical  ad- 
vantage possible. 

By  order  of  the  City  Council,  the  students  have  had  the  City 
Hospital  open  to  them,  while  they  have  had  opportunity  for 
Btudying  discaies  of  the  eye  and  ear  at  the  Sisters'   Hospital, 
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which,  together  with  the  instructions  given  at  the  Good  Samar- 
itan ^Hospital,  under  the  control  of  our  own  professors!  render 
the  advantages  in  this  department  of  of  the  college  equal  to 
those  of  any  institution  in  the  country. 

As  additional  incentives  to  study,  prize  medals  have  been 
offered  and  awarded  to  those  of  the  class  who  have  attained  pro- 
ficiency in  many  of  the  most  important  branches  of  medical 
science.    The&e  will  be  bestowed  this  evening. 

Another  new  feature,  and  one  which  we  believe  to  be  essen- 
tially progressive,  is  in  conferring  English  rather  than  Latin  De- 
grees. When  it  is  remembered  how  few  physicians  and  fewer  peo- 
ple can  properly  read  the  old  fashioned  Latin  Diploma,  that  even 
now  the  effort  is  being  made  to  prevent  prescriptions  from  being 
written  in  Latin,  we  believe  that  the  Degree  of  the  college  in 
our  mother  tongue  will  prove  in  every  way  more  satisfactory. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  to  render  the  next  course  of 
lectures  still  more  attractive  and  practical  than  that  which  has 
just  closed,  and  we  assure  you  that  it  is  the  determination  of 
both  the  Board  oi  Trustees,  as  well  as  the  Faculty,  to  secure  for 
the  St.  Louis  College  of  Homoeopathic  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
a  reputation  for  thoroughness  end  completeness,  which  shall 
be  equal  to  any  institution  of  learning  in  the  country. 

The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  then  conferred  upon  the 
following  gentlemen  : 

Ambrose  S.  Everett,  Bloomington,  Illinois. 

Samuel  Bishop,. Bloomington,  111. 

Ferdinand  C.  Valentine,  New  York  City,  New  York. 

Frederick  Steinmeyer,  Farmington,  Iowa. 

Isaac  W.  Timmons,  Centralis,  111. 

Ch.  G.  Higbee,  Eed  Wing,  Minnesota. 

William  Wilson,  Alleghany  City,  Pennsylvania. 

The  charge  to  the  young  Doctors  was  given  by  Professor  II. 
S.  Yoorhis,  in  a  most  earnest  and  dignified  manner.  His  re- 
marks we  publish  in  another  portion  of  this  journal.  After 
suitable  music,  Professor  Hartmann  being  professor  of  clinical 
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medicine,  conferred  the   Good    Samaritan   Hospital  Diploma,   ia 
the  following  words : 
Gentlemen  : 

I  desire -to  make  bnt  few  remarks  in  presenting  yon  the 
Hospital  Diplomat.  The  diploma  which  you  have  just  received 
from  the  President  of  the  college,  is  an  acknowledgment  that 
yon  have  been  "tried  and  found  worthy"  to  be  honored  with 
the  title  of  "Doctor  of  Medicine."  This  Hospital  Diploma, 
which  I  am  now  about  to  bostow  upon  you,  is  an  additional 
acknowledgement  that  you  not  only  have  endeavored  to  perfect 
yourself  by  hearing  lecture,*  on  diseases  and  their  treatment,  but 
that  you  have  already  seta  patients  with  all  kinds  of  diseases, 
afflictions  and  injuries;  that  you  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
comparing  theory  with  practice,  and  that  you,  therefore,  afo 
entitled  to  judge  for  yourselves  as  to  the  truth  or  fallibility  of 
what  your  professors  have  taught  you.  At  the  same  time  you 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  convincing  yourselves  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  making  correct  diagnosis,  and  finding  the  true  remedy 
for  disease  or  its  symptoms.  This  observation  must  also 
have  taught  you  the  first  great  lesson  that  every  physician 
should  take  to  heart.  It  is, "  be  modest."  While  the  one  Diploma 
gives  you  self-consciousness,  the  other  teaches  you  modesty,  a 
virtue  which  adorns  the  old  practitioner,  but  especially  befits 
those  about  to  enter  upon  their  professional  career.  Furnished 
with  these  two  qualities,  I  am  sure  you  will  find  the  thorny  road 
which  a  physician  has  frequently  to  travel,  often  strewn  with 
roses,  and  the  more  you  understand  how  to  make  a  proper  ap- 
plication of  "experience/1  the  great  mother  of  wisdom,  the  more 
will  you  be  justly  rewarded.  I  bid  you  farewell,  and  wish  you 
the  best  success  in  your  new  career.  I  have  been  with  you  for 
two  sessions,  and  can,  most  cheerfully,  testify  that  you  have 
been  excellent  students,  and  therefore,  I  feel  convinced  tbatyou 
will  be  successful  physicians      Again  farewell. 

The  Comatock  Medal  for  proficiency  in  obstetrics,  was  then 
awarded  to  Snrauel  Bishop  by  Professor  Comstock,  who  spoke 
as  follows :  , 
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"  Before  conferring  this  medal,  for  answering  the  prize  ques- 
tions, it  may  not  be  inappropriate,  to  inform  the  audienoc  how 
the  examination  was  conducted.  After  all  the  gentlemen  can- 
didatesfor  graduation,  had  passed  their  examination  for  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  five  of  them  entered  their  names 
as  competitors  for  the  prize.  They  were  all  assembled  in  one 
room,  and  each  one  requiered  to  answer  categorically  in  writing, 
fire  questions. 

The  answers  to  those  questions,  given  by  all  the  gentlemen 
have  shown  an  unusual  proficiency  on  their  part,  in  their 
studies,  and  in  deciding  who  had  won  tbe  prize  I  was  at  a  lose, 
because  the  replies  of  two  gentlemen — Dr.  F.  A.  Stein meier,  of 
Farmington,  Iowa  and  Dr.  S.  Bishop,  of  Bloomington,  Illinois — 
were  so  nearly  correct  and  alike,"that  it  was  deemed  proper  to 
decide  it  by  lot.    The  lot  has  fallen  on  you. 

In  awarding  you  this  medal,  I  do  it  with  the  most  heartfelt 
pleasure.  Its  motto,  "Arte  noti  vi"  was  a  cherished  maxim  of 
Blundell,  an  old  English  author,  whose  work  upon  midwifery 
has  always  been  justly  celebrated.  This  branch  of  medical 
praotice  is,  of  all  othors,  one  of  the  most  important;  one  requir- 
ing a  thorough  scientific  knowledge  of  its  principles,  as  well  a* 
experience  in  its  practice. 

Remember,  therefore,  the  counsel  of  this  hero  of  our  science. 
Arte,  non  vi"  whioh,  being  liberally  rendered,  signifies  not 
only  that  your  practico  should  be  governed  by  the  strict  rule* 
of  art,  but  especially  insists,that  when  in  obstetrical  practice  you 
are  required  to  resort  to  manual  or  surgical  interference,  that 
the  operation  shall  be  performed  with  skill  and  dexterity,  but 
gently,  father  than  by  rude  force." 

The  Pattison  Medal,  of  gold,  surrounded  by  silver,  was  given 
by  Professor  E.W.  Pattison  to  Chester  G.  Higbee,  of  Ked  Wing, 
Minnesota,  for  excellence  in  surgical  examinations  during  the 
course.    Professor  Pattison  said  : 

*'l  fed  especial  pleasure  in  awarding  to  you  this  token  of  your 
proficiency  in  surgery.  It  not  only  betokens  that  you  have  beei. 
a  thorough  student  in  tbe  science  and  art  of  surgery,  hot  evince* 
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that  you  are  prepared  to  encounter,  with  decision  and  skill, 
those  canes  which  may  fall  into  your  hands.  In  the  treatment 
of  eargical  diseases,  homceopathy  possesses  superior  advantages, 
and  saves  from  the  terror  of  the  knife  many  cases  which,  under 
other  treatment,  could  have  no  other  alternative.  Therefore, 
sir,  I  would  have  you  especially  remember,  that  while  you  may- 
be prepared  for  any  emergency,  you  will  recollect  the  object  of 
the  surgeon  is  to  save,  rather  than  destroy.  Take  this  medal, 
and  may  your  career  be  as  auspicious  at  its  termination  as  it  has 
been  honorable  at  its  beginning,  and  may  your  success  in 
surgery  fulfill  your  highest  anticipations." 

Professor  Head  then  conferred  the  Helmuth  Prize — a  com- 
plete post  mortem  case — to  Dr.  Ambrose  S.  Everett,  for  the  boat 
anatomical  preparation.    Tbe  profesor  said : 

Mr,   Evtrett: 

"I  was  pleased  when  I  saw  you,(then  to  me  a  stranger), capture 
your  prize  on  the  field  of  battle,  saving  many  lives  by  it,  win- 
ning honor,and  gaining  promotion. 

Bnt  on  this  occasion  I  am  more  than  pleased,  for  1  feel — 1 
know — that  those  same  qualities  that  led  to  the  capture  of  that 
battery,  to  the  winuing  of  this  prize,  will  ever  animate  you 
while  practicing,  and  upholding  the  glorious  system  of  homceo- 
pathy. 

This  beautiful  prize  is  the  gift  of  Dr.  Helmuth.  Take  it. 
Hay  your  labors  and  researches  with  it  on  the  dead  be  deep 
and  thorough.  May  tbe  knowledge  gained  with  it,  render  you 
more  capable  of  administering  to  the  living,  and  in  whatever 
field  you  labor,  always  remember  that  labor,  guided  by  science, 
approximates  Omnipotence." 

Dr.  Ferdinand  C.  Valentine  was  worthy  of  the  prize— a  com- 
plete medicine  case — offered  by  Mr.  H.  C.  G.  Luytics,  for  l-xcoI- 
lenco  in  materia  medica.  Professor  Read  also  officiated  a* 
donor,  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Valentine: 
"You  have  competed  for  the  Materia  Medica  Priae.  How  sue- 
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cessfully  you  have  bo  done,  you  present  position  proclaims.  And 
now,  sir,  I  have  the  honor  of  presenting  yon  the  prize,  the  gift 
of  Mr.  H.  C.  Gr.  Luyties — a  materia  medica  case,  filled  with 
remedies  of  highest  potencies.  May  they  prove  potent  for  good 
in  your  hand,  and  may  you,  as  yon  pursue  your  studies  in  the 
futurp,  always  keep  before  you  the  great  truth  that  homoeopathy 
is  a  Law  of  Cure,  universally  applicable,  without  any  reference 
whatever  to  dose." 

The  valedictory  address  on  the  Liberality  of  Mind  which 
should  be  cultivated  by  Medical  Mcd,  was  then  delivered  by 
Professor  Helmuth.  This  we  propose  to  print  in  a  future  num- 
ber of  the  Observer . 

So  soon  as  the  music,  following  the  valedictory,  had  ceased, 
the  benediction  was  pronounced  by  the  Bishop,  and  the  Trus- 
tees, Faculty,  students  and  invited  guests,  repaired  to  the  College 
Hall,  where  an  elegant  banquet  was  prepared,  and  where,  amid 
the  bright  and  beautiful  faces  and  gay  dresses  of  the  ladies,  the 
strains  of  fine  music,  and  the  congratulations  of  friends,  the 
night  passed  away.  Seldom  have  we  seen  a  happier  throng,  and 
seldom  have  college  exercises  closed  with  more  satisfaction 
and  more  bright  promises  for  the  future,  those  that  which 
finished  the  first  course  of  lectures  of  the  St.  Louis  College  or 
Homoeopathic  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 


THE  GRKEN  BOX. 


How  many  students  have  dreaded  that  long  anticipated  season, 
when  they  were  to  enter  the  green  box,  to  try  their  prowess 
for  proficiency  in  medical  knowledge  ? 

In  the  earlier  days,  each  applicant  for  a  degree  was  expected 
to  appear  before  the  entire  faculty,  in  conclave  assembled,  to 
undergo  his  final  examination.  After  a  time,  a  different  method 
obtained.  A  class  visited  the  professor,  and  one  at  a  time,  was 
put  through  the  firery  ordeal.     This  examination,  however,was 
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not  at  all  times  satisfactory.    An  excellent  manner  of  testing 
the  qualifications  of  students  is  as  follows : 

Each  professor  prepares  a  number  of  written  questions ;  the 
students  rppear  before  him,  each  furnished  with  paper  and 
pencil ;  the  strictest  silence  is  enjoined,  and  the  first  question 
is  read  out,  each  one  giving  the  answer  in  writing.  When  the 
examination  is  completed,  each  gentleman  signs  his  name  to  his 
paper  and  hands  the. same  to  the  professor,  who  then  is  ready,  to 
compare  fully  and  satisfactorily  the  status  of  each  student.  Sueh 
and  examination  will  do  away 'with  the  necessity  of  a  written 
thesis,  as  the  orthography; grammatical  construction,  handwrit- 
ing, and  punctuation  all  appear,  and  can  be  carefully  examined. 
We  append  here  the  questions  of  several  of  the  professors  of  the 
St.  Louie  College  of  Homcepathic  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  and 
we  take  great  pleasure  in  being  able  to  give  them  publicity,  be- 
cause it  will,  wo  believe,  demonstrate  as  well  the  thoroughness 
of  the  course  of  lectures,  as  the  fairness  of  the  method  of  exam- 
ining the  stndent : 

Examination  in  obstetrics  of  the  candidates  for  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine,  at  the  St.  Louis.  College  of  Homoeopathic 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  by  T.  G.  Comstock,  M.  I).,  Professor, 
of  obstetrics,  February  22, 1870. 

1.  What  is  menstruation  'i 

2.  What  connection  has  ovulation  with  menstruation  t 

3.  Define  the  straits  of  the  pelvis. 

4.  Which  is  the  greater  diameter  of  the  superior  strait  1 

5.  Which  is  the  greater  diameter  of  the  inferior  strait? 
C.  Define  the  axis  of  the  superior  etait  and  its  direction. 

7.  Define  the  axis  of  the  inferior  strait  and  its  direction. 

8.  Give  the  boundary  between  the  upper  and  lower  pelvis. 

9.  Give  roe,  also,  the  different  synonyms  for  the  upper  and 
lower  pelvis. 

10.  Describe  the  plane  of , the  superior  strait. 

11.  Desorbe  the' plane  of  the  inferior  strait 

12.  Describe  the  inclined  planes  of  the  pelvis. 


I'd.  What  influence  do  the  inclined  planes  of  the  pelvis  lun 
upon  the  mechanism  of  tabor"? 

14.  Define  the  floor  of  the  pelvi**. 

15.  Describe  Cams'  curve. 
Iti.  Give  the  sensible  signs  of  prognoncy. 

17.  What  doyo  mean  by  a  natural  labor? 

18.  How  would  yon  determine  that  a  woman  was  actually 
labor  J 

19.  How  many  flages  has  labor  ! 
-\'.   Define  them. 

21.  Give  me  tho  physical  signs  whereby  you  could  aconriM 
.Mevimue  ■  case  of  labor,  a  multipara  from  a  primara. 

22,  Whut  do  obstetricians  mean  by  the  term  presentation 
the  child,  and  wherein  does  it  differ  from  posit  ioa  F 

2ii,  How  are  natural  labors  classified  as  to  presentation- ' 
24.  What  do  obstetricians  mean  by  the  term  Vertex  ? 
2&  How   many   cranial    positions  are  iberc, 
Na>geleand  Bedford. 

26.  is  it  preferable  in    labor  that  the  occiput  a 
towards  tin.1  anterior  or  posterior  semi-circle  of  the  p 

27.  Why  towards  the  aotdriai  t 

28.  Which  of  the  lour  cranial  positions  is  ihe  most  t 
88.  Which  is  the  second  in  frequoncy? 

30.  Describe  the  mechanism  of  labor  in  the  tir*i  cranial  po 
tion. 

31.  How  would  you  manage  a  face  presentation  * 

82.  Describe  the  entire  management  of  an  arm  and  aaoald 
presentation. 

33.  Give  all  the  conditions  requiring  pod.ilic  vemtMk,  Of  lui 
log. 


ertex? 
•lu'iil'l  ana 


34.  What  is  the  difference   between  accidi 
able  hemorrhage  * 

3o.  How  would  you  treat  accidental  hemorhage  S 

36.  How  would  yon  treat  a  case  of  atav- idable 
t  r  riareot  *  Prsevia  ; 

■  '.'.   What  do  you  understood  by  paerperal  conva 


tal    and  unoro 
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38.  Describe  the  forceps  and  the  indications  of  their  use. 

39.  How  would  you  diagnosticate  a  cose  of  prolapsus  of  the 
navel  cord  in  the  first  stage  of  labor  ? 

40.  How  would  you  treat  such  a  ease  ? 

41.  What  it  the  most  favorable  period  during  labor  •for  the 
operation  of  version  ? 

42.  Why  should  the  bag  of  waters  be  preserved  from  rupture 
as  long  as  possible  in  shoulder  presentations '! 

43.  How  would  yon  effect  this  7 

44.  What  is  the  colpenrynter  or  tampon  1 

45.  Define  to  me  all  the  indications  for  its  use  in  obstetric 
practice  ? 

46.  What  is  the  difference  botwocn  impacted  head,  and  ar- 
rest of  the  head  f 

47.  Describe  the  treatment  of  each  '.' 

48.  What  are  the  indications  for  craniotomy? 

49.  What  are  the  indications  for  the  Cesarean  section  '! 

50.  What  do  you  understand  by  abortion  7 

51.  What  ib  the  difference  between  abortion,  miscarriage  and 
premature  labor? 

■52.  What  are  the  symptoms  of  a  threatened  abortion,  and  the 
indications  for  treatment  ? 

53.  What  is  the  normal  position  of  the  uterus? 

54.  What  supports  the  uterus  in  its  position  1 

55.  What  influence  do  the  ronnd  ligaments  exert  upon  the 
position  of  the  uterus  ? 

56.  What  is  meant  by  anteversion  of  the  uterus  ? 

57.  What  is  meant  by  retroversion  of  the  uterus? 

58.  What  is  the  difference  between  anteversion  and  ante- 
flexion ? 

59.  What  is  the  difference  between  retroversion  and  retro- 
flexion ? 

60-  Under  what  other  conditions  in  labor  besides  prolapsus 
of  tho  umbilical  cord,  wonld  postural  treatment  be  applicable  ? 

61.  Could  you  make  it  applicable  in  shoulder  presentation, 
before  the  membranes  were  ruptured  ? 


Ill 
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U2.  J  low  would  you  recognize  rigidity  of  the  c 

03.  How  would  you  treat  it? 
Candidates  were  aU'required  to  diagnosticate,  upon  the  mai 

kin,  certain  presentations  of  the  fcetua;  to  give   the  indieatio 
lor  treatment,  and  also  apply  the  forceps, 

T bo  following  were  the  Prize  Questions  for  the  Silver  Med 
<';indiil:ites  were  nil  assembled  in  one  room,  furnished  nithpi 
mid  paper,  and  required  to  answer  the  questions  in  writii 
<Rtegorieully. 

1.  Describe  the  membrunes  enveloping  the  fetus  in  uteri). 

2.  What  is  the  use  of  liquor  amnii  during  gestation  ? 
:;.  What  is  its  office  during  labor? 

4.  May  the  bag  of  waters  under  any  cireu  instances  I 
labor;  if  so,  state  the  circumstances  and  describe    the  main 
went  of  such  a  case  f 

6.  In  a  ease  of  labor  with  cither  a  head  or  breech  preceo 
lion,  what  accidents  might  arise  from  an  undue  quantity 
liqnor  nmnii,  and  a  premature  rupture  i  f  the  membranes' 

?al  medicine  and  pathology,   by  Prof 


uteri'. 

:. 


Examination  in 
sor  J.  Hartmann,  M .  I>.: 

1.   What  are  the  different  symptoms  of  pneumonia? 

2.  What  pathological    changes  take  place  in 
its  different  stages? 

2    tiivc  me  the  differential  diaguosis  ol    ] 
and  bronchitis. 

4.  How  do  wc  find  the  pathological  change*  in  the  It 
their  different  stages? 

K.  What  is  the  erysipelas  ? 

(>.  Tell  me  the  different  varieties  of  erysipelas,  i 
medicines  recommended  for  the  different  symptoms  : 

7.  litre  me  the  names  of  the  best  medicines  used  forehiibi 
i.-ver. 

R.  What  is  the  rause  of  intermittent  fever,  And  which  org 
art-  primary  and  secondarily  affected  by  it  ? 

'.».  What  is  dropsy  ? 

10.  Do  von  know  bow   to  diagnosis  the  different   I 
dropsy? 
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11.  Give  symptoms  and  treatment  of  gonorrhoea  7 

12.  Give  the  symptonu  of  the  different  stages  of  typhoid  fever, 
and  treatment  or  same  ? 

13.  Give  the  technical  names  of  the  different  formations-  of 
hnmp-back  ? 

14.  How  would  you  treat  dysentery  in  its  different  stages ''. 

15.  What  is  influenza  T 

16.  Give  the  different  names  of  the  different  kinds  of 
Cephalalgia. 

17.  What  medicines  would  you  prescribe  for  colica  flntulenta, 
and  what  for  colica  nervosa  ? 

18.  How  will  you  find  out  whether  a  person  has  tubercul. 
osiaT 

10.  Give  the  differential  diagnosis  between  colica  nervosa  and 
colica  flatulent!*  ? 

20.  What  are  the  best  medicines  in  chronic  diarrhoea '! 

21.  How  wonld  you  treat  a  conjunctivitis  catarrhal  iB  ? 

22.  What  are  the  different  symptoms  of  variola,  varioloid 
and  varicella?  f 
[  13.  Give  the  differential  diagnosis  of  plouritis  am  1  hepatitis  ? 

21.  Which  is  the  best  treatment  for  scabies  ? 

25.  Is  inflammatory  rheumatism  a  dangerous  disease  ' 

26.  What  remedies  are  the  best '.' 

Questions  of  examination  on  anatomy,  by  Professor  J.  S, 
Road,  M.  D.: 

1.  What  vessels  convey  the  blood  to  the  right  sido  of  the 
heart '! 

2.  Describe  Us  course  from  this  point  till  it  enters  the  aorta, 
giving  the  openings,  vessels,    valves,   etc.,    through    which  it 


3.  Whore  do  you  find, the  apex  of  the  heart  ? 

4.  Where  does  the  aorta  commence  and  end.    Give  its  course 
and  branches. 

5.  Where  do  you  listen   for  aortic  sounds,  mitral,  tricuspid, 
and  whyr 

6.  Describe  the  trachea,  its  formation  and  relations  ? 


7.  What  forms  the  root  of  Ihe  lung  ? 

8.  Where  is  the  apex  of  the  lung,  what  covers  it,  aint  in  win 
iriangle  <lo  you  feel  for  it? 

!>.   Where  is  the  liver  lotatcd,  describe  it,  lobes,  ligament*  ? 

10.  (live  the  hepatic  circulation? 

11.  What  is  the  portal  system  of  veins-? 

12.  Where  does  the  blood  from  the  kidneys  go  ? 
18.   Describe  the  kidney,  location,  structure,  etc.! 

14.  Describe  tho  perineum,  boundaries,  muscles    vessels  m 
nerves. 

16.  What,    and  whore  is  the  triangular  ligament  of  the  ft: 
neum.     What  do  we  find  passing  through  it? 

lfi.    What  bodies  form  the  penis? 

17.  Name  the  muscles  of  the  penis  '1 

18.  How  is  the  ponb  attached  to  the  puhis  ? 

19.  Name  and  describe  tho  different  portions  of  the  urethra 

20.  Name  the  muscles  of  the  shoulder  and  their  actions. 

21.  Name  the  muscles  of  hip  joint,  actions? 

22.  Give  the  relations  ofal!  tho  tendons  of  tho  ankle  joint? 
28.   What  is  the  Pouparts  ligament  ? 

24.  What  are  the  covering  of  tho  testicle? 

2-i.  What  are  the  coverings  of  the  oblique  hernia  ? 

28.  Describe  Scarpa's  triangle,  tho  vessels,   nerves,  and  re! 


Bx  a  mi  nation  in  surgery,  by  Professor  llelmuth  : 
I.  Define  the  term  surgery? 

'-.    Give  the    pathology  of  inflammation,  its  terminations*) 
-vnoral  irciiiinent  '.' 

'■'..  Name  sonic  of  tho  vnrie ties  of  inflammation  and  their  tre: 
mo  nt? 

Or  (a)  give  tin*  symptoms  and  varieties  of  erysipelas,  wi 
tr«itttttut! 

(b)     I'hiiractcrmtic  difference    between    furuncle  at 

nathrta  ! 

ie)  Classification  of  burns  and  scalds,   fatality,  resul 

utnl  treatmont. 
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4.  Into  what  varieties  are  wounds  divided;  the  definition  of 
each;  treatment;  the  various  kinds  of  sutures  employed,  and  the 
material  of  which  tbey  are  made,  how  may  wonnds  heal;  with 
ilefinitions? 

■r>.  (live  the  diagnostic  signs  of  pus,  and  with  what  may  they 
ie confounded? 

6.  What  varieties  of  ulcers  are  there,  and  what  are  the  char- 
acteristics of  each  kind  ? 

7.  Give  the  differential  diagnosis  between  soft  and  hard 
' hancre? 

8.  Define  fracture,  give  the  varieties,  causes  and  symptoms? 

it.  Give  the  location,  cause,  symptoms,  and  the  treatment  of 
fractured  clavicle? 

10.  Define  CoIIes'  fracture,  and  give  the  treatment. 

1 1.  Where  may  the  femur  be  fractured,  also,  give  the  general 
treatment  for  fractures  of  the  lower  extremity  ? 

12.  What  is  differential  diagnosis  between  dislocation  and 
fracture  ? 

13.  How  may  the  humerus  be  dislocated,  give  the  symptoms 
and  treatment  of  each  variety  ? 

14.  How  many,  and  what  are  the  dislocations  of  the  upper 
'nd  of  the  femur,  and  with  what  may  some  of  them  be  con- 
founded ?    Give  the  treatment? 

15.  Give  the  difference  between  caries  and  necrosis? 

16.  What  are  the  varieties  of  hernia,  and  the  positions  of 
eaeli  ? 

IT.  For  what  may  hernia  otten  he  taken,  and  how  diagnose? 
IS.  Give  the  coverings  of  oblique  inquinnl  hernia,  from  with 
out,  inwards? 

19.  Define  stricture  of  the  urethra,  give  the  causes,  and  local- 
ity most  subject  to  the  disease,  with  treatment? 

20.  What  are  the  varieties  of  amputation  ? 

21.  Where  would  you  ligate  the  fomoral,  anterior  tibial, 
brachial  and  common  carotid  arteries  ? 

22.  For  what  diseases  and  injuries  should  the  question  of 
imputation  arise? 
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7.  What  forms  the  root  of  the  lung  ? 

8.  Where  is  the  apex  of  the  lung,  whii^fopgtrabisnwis,   and 
triangle  do  you  feel  for  it? 

0.  Where  is  the  liver  lotatod,  desc  /omal 

10.  Give  the  hepatic  circulation? 

11.  What  is  the  portal  system  c 

12.  Whore  does  the  blood  fro    iiiDgna  haematodes? 

18.  Describe  the  kidney,  lo<     ofthe  homoeopathic  surgeon  dit- 

14.  Describe  the  perineum    tf^I  ? 

nerves.  &ce  between  Hodgens,  Smith's  ante- 

15.  What,  and  when-    ^'^eture  of  the  lower  extremities? 
neum.     What  do  we  fi 

16.  What  bodies  i      ••** ' . .^       .   4»  ,       t-    ■       •  . 

^Jitferent  iorms  of  rabies  canina,aud 

17.  Name  then         *m  '  ' 

18.  How  is  tb«  ,   _ 

,.    ^T  „  tfadetsund   by  conservative  surgery,  and 

19.  Name  in  *<*  *  J  &    •7, 

20.  Name 
*2l.  Nam 
'22.  Giv 


/.' 


■•*' ^t  disiufeotants   employed  by  modern  sur- 


23.  AV 

24.  ^ 

25. 
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;y  tXTSRitSTiXQ    LETTER  FROM  LEIP&IC. 


Lsipsic,  January  7, 1870. 


fit* 


&>*:'*  >/?'*<*  W«?rftT<i  HoffHropathic  Observer; 


riBJUS    R1CUIIRXNS. 


jn  thtf  -K^iuU  i»t  rrflkgue,  there  were   seventy  cases,  which, 
i^i-  !in>  c\\<v^i  c\auuwatiou  and  observation,  (confirmed  the 

dM*****  **"'*'  '* ''  c'•',v,l^  1>r  rvlapsing  fever. 

jiwdiM^to*  vS'iinuoaoMl  generally  without  prodromos^sehiom 

Mjwr  ^^*nU  ^»>*  of  l«uguor\  with  sudden  and  violent  chilLs 

^tiuuuv;  tor  a  uutuWot   hours,  and   in  some  cases,  several 

j^js  **  ' aa^  ^'\Y  with  sdighl  rigors.    Immediately  upon  the 

{.^di  toiu**wl  a  watinutsl  K>v^r,  which  was  very  high  from  the 

toium<NKvmoui>  ^i;h  violent  headache,  and  pain  in  the  limbs. 
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V     The  patient  was  still  able,  in  this   condi- 

npetito  remained,   in  many  cases,  good, 

■i  the  fever.     With  the   chills,  some 

"^-  .    times,  and  an  icturus,  more  or  less 

■"y  i  onatipation  generally  was  present  in 

.  rrhasa.    There  waa  always,  soon  after  the 

;  lie  epigastrium,  and  generally  also  in  the  re- 

,  and  frequently  also  in  the  hepatic  region,  so 

■  [*,  on  touching  these  regions,    frequently  cried 


Id/ to  the  titli  day  of  the  illness  the  weakness  and  other 
ive  symptoms  had  reached  a  high  degree,  and  the  patients 
_ut  their  beds.  There  was  paleness  of  lace;  moderate  cyanosis 
;  the  cheeks  and  lips;  tongue  moist, seldom  dry  and-fissured,  con- 
siderably coated  and  swollen  ;  pulse  and  temperature  high,  the 
latter  41,  8";  at  times  disproportion  between  temperature  and 
[m'.se,  inclined  to  perspiration.  There  were  no  signs  of  any 
characteristic  exanthema,  yet  the  skin  would  scale  off;  the  skin 
had  a  well  marked  yellow  hue,  even  a  brownish  yellow.  Tume- 
faction and  pain  of  the  spleen,  and  in  some  cases  also  of 
the  liver;  sufficient  quantity  of  urine  in  proportion  to  the  febrile 
*tate  ;  the  sensoriam  clear  ;  the  prostration  but  slight,  so  that 
patient  could  get  tlone  into  bed.  These  symptoms  were, 
during  this  period  present,  the  rule,  while  delirium,  catarrh  of 
the  lungs  and  other  localities  were  the  exception.  The  symp- 
toms continued  to  increase  during  the  next  day  or  two,  and 
reached  their  acme  on  the  fifth,  seventh  and  eleventh  day,  sel- 
ilom  on  the  thirteenth  day,  or  beyond  that  period.  Apparently 
with  suddenness,  a  profuse  perspiration  broke  out  at  this  period, 
(the  acme  of  the  disease),  preceded  generally  by  a  chill,  or 
vomiting,  and  in  some  cases,  severe  diarrhea,  lasting  several 
hours.  This  perspiration  occurred  generally  during  the  night 
Although  it  has  occurred  also  at  noonday;  the  patient  laid 
sometimes  as  if  in  a  bathk  so  profuse  was  the  sweat.  During 
the  next  six  or  eight  hoars  the  temperature  in  the  axilla  sunk 
from  from  four  to  six  degrees,  and  always  below  the  normal 
heat.  The  pulse  came  down  to  sixty,  and  even  as  low  as  forty- 
eight,  but  its  frequency  was  less  rapidly  reduced,  than  the  tem- 
perature in  the  axilla.* 
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With  the  reduction  of  the  pulse  and  temperature,  a  euddet 
change  took  place,  with  the  exception  of  the  coutitiued  debility 
all  subjective  perturbations  vanished.  The  appetite,  whiul 
during  the  height  of  the  fever  was  entirely  suspended,  bet-ami 
very  ravenous  in  a  few  hours.  The  thirst  continuod,  The  diuresi 
was  now  very  limited,  but  gradually  increased,  when  the  pet 
-.piration  ceased. 

In  a  number  of  cases  the  condition  was  somewhat  different 
While  the  patients,  from  the  beginning  of  the  remission  up  t 
the  second  attack,  showed  a  gradual  improvement,  in  others- 
a  small  number — there  followed  no  abatement,  but  rather  an  ir 
crease  of  the  subjective  symptoms.'  They  complained  of  a  sens 
of  emptiness;  of  a  leaden  heaviness  in  the  extremities,  and  coul 
not  sit  up  ;  while,  during  the  fever  period,  they  felt  comarativel 
strong.  There  was  complete  loss  of  appetite,  and  frequent  re 
curving  vomiting.  The  thread-like  pulse,  and  the  temperaltit 
gradually  decreased  ior  several  hours,  beginning  with  th 
apyrexia,  and  continued  to  sink  far  below  the  normal  statu! 
The  pulse  became  irregular,  hardly  perceptible;  the  skin  lost  it 
elasticity  and  could  be  taken  up  infolds,  and  was  covered  wit! 
clammy  perspiration  ;  the  face,  earth  colored,  and  collapsed;  th 
lips  pale;  the  eyes  sunken  deep;  consciousness  perfect-  diure 
sis  very  scant,  yet  n  ver  suppressed,  accompanied  with  violen 
pain ;  now  cervico-brachial  neuralgia,  then  pain  in  the  region  c 
the  spleen.  This  condition  roach od,  generally  on  the  secon> 
day  of  the  ijver,  its  acme;  whereupon,  after  the  a] 
lowance  of  wine,  spontaneous  improvement  set  in.  Thi;  i-ouvs 
'if  the  disease  during  the  apyrexia,  was  alike  in  all  case* 
Gradually  the  strength  decreased;  the  lace  still  of  an  nine 
mic  appearance;  spleen  still  enlarged;  appetite  and  diges 
tiougood;  continued  increase  of  the  unusual  copious  diuresi 
tor  from  eight  to  ten  days,  and  general  improvement.  Onlj 
about  ouc-tontl]  of  the  observed  eases  made  a  complete  conva 
Ies0en.ce  after  the  first  remission.  In  the  other  cases  there  ap 
peared  frequently  during  the  apyrexia,  from  the  seventh  to  th< 
ninth  day,  headache,  which  was  very  severe  in  the  night. 

On  the  seventh,  tenth,  or  thirteenth  day,  an,d  at  times  evei 
later,  seldom  earlier,  a  violent  chill  appeared,  with  great  sad 
denness,  lasting  from  one  to  three  hours;    and  the  other  cases 


; 
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without  a  chill;  the  temperature  of  the  body,  and  frequency  of 
the  pulse  arose  suddenly:  The  tongue  much  coated,  yellowish 
white,  but  moist,  as  was  also  the  skin ;  conjunctiva  injected  ; 
spleen  rapidly  increased  in  volume;  the  nervous  symptoms  tho 
same  as  at  the  first  attack,  and  the  diuresis  remained  copiow  not- 
Tithitandmg  the  high/ever,  andeven  increased  during  the  first  days 
nf  the  fever,  and  this  attack  assumed  the  same  course  as  the  first 
but  was  of  shorter  duration,  and,  with  the  same  symptoms, 
passed  into  the  apyrexia.  The  remission  now  following,  earried 
some  cases  into  a  collapse ;  others  to  re-conualoscence,  and 
others  again,  into  a  third  attack,  as  described  already,  but  in 
rather  milder  form.  After  the  last  attack  there  was  rapid  in- 
crease in  flesh  and  strength,  tue  anaemia  and  yellow  hue  of  the 
-kin,  remained  for  some  time. 

But  seldom  were  any  secondary  affections  observed.  Pneu- 
monia of  short  duration  and  good  recovery,  occurred  most 
frequently.  Parotitis  was  not  observed.  Hephritisin  a  few  cases, 
and  albuminuria  in  one  or  two  cases  occurred  also.  It  was 
rather  remarkable  that  these  local  affection  accompanied  tho 
first  attacks,  and  disappeared  with  the  first  apyrexia,  whereas, 
the  following  relapses  were  without  any  localization  whatever. 
The  sequel  was  exclusively  confined  to  a  derangement  of  the 
nerves  of  motion  and  sensibility.  The  number  of  deaths 
were  only  four. 

In  all  cases,  any  therapeutical  application  was  entirely 
ignored,  which  could  be  done  with  pefect  calmness,  since  the 
thousands  of  English  and  Hussion  observations  so  far,  have  de- 
monstrated the  fact  that  no  therapia  has  been  successful  in  this 
disease.  Kraihe.  ' 


General  News. 

G.  H.  Morrill,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Editor. 


Scarlat  fever  and  umtl  pox  are  still  qtlte  prevalent  In  tbls  cii 
It  Is  still  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  (be  death  of  Honorable  E 


1.  Stanton  wu  dr. 


The  Occidental,  for 


General    New 


e  bromide  of  p>]tasMimii.  "  the  fashion 


I  proper  support,  I 


■f  gastric  juice 
n — Dr.  Albanese  reports  1 1; 


Tu  rwiTEHt  Ptmna  m  tmu.%  I'm  —  Hy  covering  tbo  face 

ling  this  with  starch,  (O  as  lo  form  a  paste,  SI.  Bouillon    Lliir 
ill*  pitting  of  small-pox. 

iNHBlHiTKlH  HlKEniTAIIY  — III'.  TlltTICl  .  Ill   hi-  "  -■.'! 1     A  I 

Inebriated  Asylum'*  states  tint  nut  nt  HOG  Eases  of  deliri 
nunc  under  my  ohserintiou,  NO  had  :in  inelirime  parent,  I 
es  if  the  history  of  each  patient' 


■  eight  tu 


;«(  len  'il  ilien 


re  free  users  of  alcoholic  drinks. 


.■Ml  titpnrt  of  the  Stale 
n  tremens,  wliioh  In,*" 
grandparent,  or  bath. 
;  woiild  be   found 


A  with  itii  Victim 
Newark  on  Suudny 
in  soothing  syrup. 

ZmTOxta— AM.  Hole. of  Chlesgi 
lieatmtnl  of  spermatorrhea!.    lie  prefers 


ids  the  n-e  of  this  remedy   in  l 
died  ruueiilly  at  K»y  Wall,  at  the  rlpn  a 


antidote  to  poison  l>y  carbolic 


and  tha  fecundity  or  the  female,  mid  doubles  the  power  of  nourishing  the  ftlua. 

'I'ri'tioin  Fever  — We  clip  the  following  from  the  British.  Medical  Journal:  "A- 
■son  as  there  is  abdominal  tenderness,  give  drachm  doses  of  glycerine  Hirer  tfsata 
daily."    This,  it  "ays,  ».:t«  wonderfully  are  1 1 .  Ciiiisini:  a  speedy   abitemer,- 

Poiaomaiu  by  Ahnki.—  A  woman  of  tliirty  three  year*,  of  nge  drank  two  sleiaes  ot 
luliihion  made  from  a  handfull  of  tho  flowers.  The  most  prominent  syniptoms  were 
violent  vomiting,  severe  headache,  diarrhea,  "very  similar  to  thai  of  cholera,''  gastro 
Intostlual  colla,  followed  by  collapse,  cold  extremis,  and  great  depreseioa  of  the  poise. 
These  aynploma  continued  foe  seven  days. 

bassUfOll  Nervb  of  the  PisoTin  Hi.. ml— Professor  Eckhanl,  in  his  recently 
published  essays,  give*  a  long  paper  upoi  tho  secretory  nerves  of  the  parotid,  and  by 
a  proceai  of  exclusion,  »•  wall  as  by  a  direct  experiment,  he  has  satisQed  himself  that 
the  secretory  nerve  of  the  parotid  gland  la  do;*  is  the  lympsnit:  branch  of  lh»  gloasa- 
p  ear  y  n  Real. 


THE 

Western     Homeopathic     Observer. 
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VALEDICTORY  ADDRESS  TO  THE  FIRST  GRADUATING  CLASS  OF 
THE  ST.  LOUIS  COLLEGE  OF  HOMOEOPATHIC  PHYSICIANS 
AND  SURGEONS. 


BY  WILLIAM  TOD   HSXMSTH. 


[Delivered  February  34, 1870.] 
Gentlemen: 

The  first  course  of  lecturoB  of  the  St.  Louis  College  of  Horace- 
opathie  Physicians  and  Surgeons  has  jttst  closed,  and  when  we 
cast  a  retrospective  glance  over  the  internal  workings  of  the  in- 
stitution, the  difficulties  it  has  overcome,  the  actual  labor  of 
both  body  and  mind  which  are  always  to  he  associated  with  an 
undertaking  of  the  kind,  we  have  every  reason  to  feel  thankful 
for  the  success  which  has,  thus  far,  attended  upon  our  labors. 
The  foundation  of  an  institution  of  learning,  is  neither  an  easy 
nor  a  thankful  office.  Dangers  of  every  kind  beset  it;  it  has 
few  Mends  and  many  opposers ;  the  task  is  often  one  of  dis- 
couragement and  dissatisfaction  ;  the  labor  is  immense,  and  re- 
muneration, either  in  a  pecuniary  or  mental  point  of  view,  is 
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nothing.  The  arrangement  of  a  curriculum  study,  whioh  shall 
prove  satisfactory  in  its  completeness,  and,  at  the  same  time,  be 
practical,  is,  in  itself,  no  easy  task.  It  is  only  by  a  combined 
and  mutual  effort,  steadiness  of  purpose,  and  self-sacrifice,  that 
for  the  first  few  years  of  their  existence  such  institutions  can  be 
made  to  prosper.  To  us,  thus  far,  our  new  college  appears  to 
present  a  most  favorable  aspect,  and  I  feel  an  espeoial  pleasure 
in  standing  before  you  this  evening- — the  evening  of  our  firs! 
commencement,  before  our  first  graduating  class,  on  our  first 
public  ceremonial,  to  deliver  the  yaledictory  Address. 

What  then  shall  we  call  you,  who  have  to-day  assumed  the 
Doctorate  ? 

In  the  old  university  of  classic  Edinburgh,  on  the  walls  ot 
the  class  room  of  logic  and  metaphysics,  Sir  William  Hamilton 
has  left  inscribed  the  following  words,  "on  earth  them  is  NOTH- 
ING GREAT  BUT  MAN  J   IN  HAN  THEBB  IB  NOTHING  GHKAT  BUT  HIND." 

It  ia  a  special  knowledge  of  the  relations  of  both  body  and  mind 
that  are  essential  to  the  physician.  The  more  we  cultivate  in 
a  proper  manner  these  wonderful  connections,  the  more  we  will 
be  enabled  to  assume  an  elevated  position  among  men,  the  more 
Hucceasfully  will  we  control  the  disease  of  the  body ;  the  more 
will  we  possess  that  mental  ascendancy  over  our  fellows,  which 
will  bend  them  to  our  will,  will  mould  them  to  our  mind,  and 
will  enable  us  to  act  to  them  as  physicians  in  the  broadest 
acceptation  of  the  term.  We  pass  thus,  into  a  higher  field  of 
research  and  inquiry,  we  begin  to  observe  the  correlation  be 
tweeu  the  laws  of  life  and  the  phenomena  of  mind,  and,  as  we 
grasp  these  relationships,  our  mental  vision  becomes  more  and 
more  clear,  we  move  alar  off  from  the  contracted  reasoning 
which  only  tends  to  bigotry  and  charlatanism,  and  can  accept 
that  scientific  liberality  of  thought  which  raises  man  bo  near  that 
Supreme  Being  in  whose  image  be  is  created. 

How  then  shall  we  endeavor  to  cultivate  that  scientific  liber- 
ality of  mind  which  tends  to  the  elevation  of  the  profession  ? 
*nd  for  the  lack  of  which  (theugh  it  pains  me  to  acknowledge 
ifae  fact)  medical  men  are  proverbial.    It  would  be  a  useless, 
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well  as  an  an  satisfactory  task,  to  enter  here  upon  historical 
proof  of  the  latter  lamentable  circumstance.  "'Tis  true,  'tis 
pity;  and  pity  'tis,  'tis  true."  Our  business,  as  believers  in  a 
reformed  school  of  medicine,  in  a  progressive  age,  is  to  endeavor 
to  cultivate  and  expand  our  branch  of  medical  science  in 
such  manner  that  we  may  offer  an  example  of  liberality  that 
may  prove,  from  its  very  workings,  its  innate  superiority. 

But,  gentlemen,  let  us  beware,  that  as  we  enter  deeply  and 
earnestly  upon  the  work  of  extending  the  science  of  homoeo- 
pathy, that  we  fall  not  into  the  very  same  error  which  we  so 
often  lament  in  the  old  school.  Let  us  be  extremely  careful 
that  while  we  have  our  minds  bent  upon  the  study  of  the  facts 
and  the  philosophy  that  belong  to  our  particular  branch  of 
medicine;  while  we  admire  the  workings  of  its  law,  and  witness 
its  practical  demonstrations ;  while  we  see  suffering  relieved, 
and  the  power  of  medicines  developed  and  tested;  while,  I  say, 
our  daily  habits  of  thought,  reading,  and  experience  lie  in  one 
particular  direction,  let  us  be  extremely  careful  that  we  do  not 
become  narrow  minded,  nay,  even  bigoted  ourselves.  It  is  this 
very  concentration  of  thought  in  one  particular  direction,  for  a 
continued  time,  that  tends  so  much  to  contraction  of  mind.  It 
causes  us,  after  a  time,  to  see  objects  and  mattors  with  a  dis- 
torted vision,  and  we  are  prone  to  look  upon  these  objects,  not 
as  they  really  are,   but  as  we  chance  to  view  them. 

A  short  season  ago,  as  I  stood  upon  the  summit  of  LaFlegere, 
and  gazed  upon  the  snn  as  it  sank  behind  the  snow  capped  sum- 
mit of  Mont  Blanc;  as  the  golden  rays,  rosy  on  the  surrounding 
peaks,were  fire  on  the  blue-white  caps  of  that  prince  of  the  Alps, 
and  far  away  in  the  distance  the  sparkles  of  light  glinted  upon 
the  glistening  surface  of  the  mere  de  glace— and  then  turned  to  look 
upon  the  beautiful  villages  and  enchanting  scenery  below,  I 
could  Bee  nothing  but  the  blackness  of  night.  The  eye  and  the 
sense  conveyed  to  the  brain  by  the  absolute  sublimity  of  a  scene, 
unsurpassed  perhaps  in  the  world,  became  so  dazzled  and  be- 
wildered, that  when  directed  to  other  scenery — scenery  eve*  of 
surpassing  beauty,  could  not  distinguish  a  single  definite  outline 
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or  proportion,  all  being  an  indistinct  and  conglomerate  mass 
of  darkness,  JuBt  so,  is  it  with  a  mind  bent  on  one  single  and 
engrossing  study  for  a  continued  time,  and  tbe  lesson  to  be 
learned  from  the  simile  is,  that  a  varied  reading  on  many  sub- 
jects tends  to  that  healthy  condition  of  the  mental  faculties 
which  conduces  to  tbe  formation  of  a  correct  judgment,  a  condi- 
tion, to  the  physician,  of  most  essential  import. 

Another  cause,  which  would  appear  to  contract  the  under- 
standing, is  egotism.  We  all  love  ourselves,  and  I  suppose  most 
men,  and  perhaps  women,  too,  are  more  devotedly  attached  to 
themselves  than  they  would  willingly  admit;  but  this  self-love, 
when  carried  to  excess,  prevents  from  proper  reflection,  prevents 
from  proper  practical  experience,  and  puffs  up  the  body  and 
mind  to  such  degree  that  man,  in  time,  comes  to  resemble  the 
animal  in  which  trichina)  were  first  discovered. 

Young  physicians  especially,  are  prone  to  egotism.  They 
have  looked  a  little  into  the  varied  branches  of  science  which 
appertain  unto  medicine ;  they  have  passed  through  a  series  of 
examinations,  and  have  been  decorated  by  parchment.  Why 
should  they  not  possess  a  little  self-esteem  7  They  are  apt  to 
fancy  that  they  have  mastered  not  only  tbe  whole  science  and 
art  of  medicine,  but  that  alt  they  are  obliged  to  do  is  to  appear 
in  person  before  the  most  dangerous  and  malignant  diseases, 
and,  with  a  waive  of  their  magic  wands,  bid  the  monsters 
vanish.  Let  me  Bay  to  yon,  gentlemen,  that  if  any  of  you  possess 
such  feelings,  dissipate  them  in  an  instant;  turn  from  yonr 
self-love,  and  read  the  works  of  the  masterminds  in  medicine. 
See,  after  years  of  arduous  study  and  vast  experience  at  tbe 
bedside,  how  they  lament  that  they  have  not  had  time  sufficient 
to  enter  upon  tbe  correct  study  and  appreciation  of  disease,  and 
suffering  and  death.  An  egotistical  doctor  is  tbe  one  who 
promises  tbe  most  and  can  perform  the  least,  because  he  fancies 
himself  such  a  grand  receptacle  of  learning  that  nothing  more 
can  be  gotten  into  his  already  overflowing  brain. 

Another  preventive  of  liberality  of  mind  appears  to  be  in  the 
lack  of  originality,or-io  a  pertinacious  adherence  to  old  dogmas; 
which  may  have  been  termed  great  truths. 
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Now  the  iron  grasp  of  preconceived  opinion  must  be  relaxed, 
in  order  that  we  can  make  any  great  progress.  This,  perhaps, 
is  a  most  difficult  matter  to  observe  in  medicine,  and  it  ie  this 
thai  has  caused  such  unfortunate  strife  between  the  new  and  the 
old  school.  A  dogma  has  been  handed  down  from  the  time  of 
Hippocrates ;  it  has  been  accepted,  from  age  to  age,  by  many ; 
it  has  been  received  and  acknowledged  as  a  truth ;  it  has  gone 
unscathed  through  a  thousand  years  of  time.  Few  think  af 
questioning  its  veracity.  It  has  grown  to  be  a  land-mark  for  the 
school  men.  It  is  revered.  It  is  almost  worshipped.  Yet,  per- 
haps, a  mind,  directed  by  an  unseen  power,  detects  a  flaw,  which 
may  lead  to  the  splitting  of  the  entire  mass.  Some  fact  has  fol- 
lowed a  new  revelation  in  science  which  overturns  the  mountain, 
and  the  original  thinking  mind  sifts  the  matter  to  the  bottom, and 
dares  proclaim  the  truth.  But  how  is  it  received  7  What  is  the 
history  of  the  discovery  of  all  great  truths  in  science?  What,  I 
ask  you,  in  reverence,  is  to  be  learned  from  the  history  of  Chris- 
tianity itself,  and  its  introduction,  upon  a  pagan  world — the 
great,  the  divine  light  of  Heaven  upon  the  chaos  of  heathenism? 
Therefore,  it  would  appear  that  there  exists  a  great  necessity  of 
examining,  with  an  unbiased  mind,  all  the  so-called  truths  in 
medicine,  before  they  are  absolutely  accepted  as  such,  and,  with- 
out being  hypercritical,  satisfy  the  mind  that  the  premises  are 
correct  and  the  deductions  logical. 

Another  incentive  to  expansion  of  mind  ia  in  the  example,  of 
those  who  have  gone  before,  not  so  much  in  the  absolute 
acceptance  of  all  they  have  promulgated,  as  in  the  manner  in 
which  they,  with  true  and  genuine  earnestness  toiled  for  the  well 
being  of  their  race,  gleaning  on  every  occasion,  and  on  every 
side,  those  facts  which  would  tend  to  the  improvement  of  man- 
kind. It  is  related  of  an  Eastern  monarch,  that  upon  being 
presented  with  a  magnificent  ring,  he  called  his  wise  men  to- 
gether, and  desired  them  to  furnish  him  with  ah  inscription 
'which  would  prove  true  in  all  the  vicissitudes  of  life,  whether  in 
joy  or  in  sorrow,  trouble,  happiness,  or  pain.    They  took  from 
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him  the  circlet  of  gold,  and  in  time,  returned  i 
ing  wordr  engraven  upon  it: 


with  the  follow 


This  motto  is  true  in  the  abstract.  Our  pleasures  arc  fleeting 
and  our  sorrows  must  liavc  an  eDd;  our  joys  are  of  the  hour, 
our  woes  most  also  pass  away.     Man  himself, 

"lard  of  the  wide  world  and  wild  watery  rear. 
Indued  with  intellectual  sense  and  son's  " 

must  bido  hie  time  and  die.  But  there  is  an  after-thought.  Great 
genius  stamps  itself  indelibly  upon  the  age,  and  influences  the 
actions  of  posterity.  As  we  pass  down  the  avenues  of  time  ;  as 
we  wearily  climb  the  rugged  pathway  of  life,  and  encounter  tbo 
troubles,  uncertainties,  and  disappointments  which  beset  us  on 
every  side,  what  is  it  Lids  us  take  courage  and  press  on  T  H  is 
the  contemplation  of  the  works  that  masters  have  left  us  as  a 
precious  legacy;  it  is  the  aspirations  aroused  by  a  study  of  the. 
lives  of  those  who  have  toiled  unceasingly  for  the  well  being  of 
our  race.     It  is  the  light  that  beams  brightly  from 

"The  few.  thl  immortal  name* 

Which  weie  not  Irorn  to  die." 
It  is  very  common  for  young  and  enthusiastic  admirers  of 
either  school  to  imagine  that  all  that  belongs  to  their  aide  of  (he 
question  is  perfectly  good  and  true,  and  all  that  appertains  to  the 
other  is  equally  evil  and  false.  Such  ideas,  gentlemen,  show  lai-k 
of  experience'  and  lack  of  knowledge,  iind  are  an  indication  of 
that  narrowness  of  mind  which  wo  are  enjoining  you  to  avoid. 
We  believe  that  the  science  of  homoeopathy  is  decided tv  i  he  best 
known  means  of  curing  disease,  that  it  possesses  superiority 
over  all  other  means  of  relieving  Buffering  humanity,  and  thai 
both  facts  and  statistics  can  be  adduced  in  any  number  and  from 
most  reliable  sources,  to  prove  the  correctness  of  this  assertion. 
Yet  we  would  not  concede,  for  a  moment,  all  that  has  been 
taught  by  the  masters  of  the  old  school  is  necessarily  false,  and, 
therefore,  to  be  rejected.  In  fact  it  is  not  sufficiently  known 
by  the  people  that  it  is  absolutely  essential  tor  an  educated 
homceopathie  physician  to  thoroughly  understand  physiology, 
athology,  anatomy,  chemistry,  surgery  and  obstetrics,  and  that 
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the  main  difference  between  the  schools  exists  in  the  enuncia- 
tion of  a  principle,  the  peculiar  study  of  a  materia medica  based 
upon  that  principle,and  the  therapeutics  depending  upon  the  law 
and  the  study  of  the  materia  medica  aforesaid.  It  will  here  be 
distinctly  seen  that  a  mass  of  information  inmost  of  what  aT© 
termed  the  collateral  branches,  is  identical  in  both  schools,  and 
to  us,  the  works  of  all  the  master  minds  of  the  profession  are 
not  only  available  but  actually  a  necessity.  The  true  liber- 
ality of  mind,  of  which  we  speak,  allows  to  others  the  same 
rights  wo  reserve  for  ourselves;  it  teaches  us  to  respect  the 
opinions  of  others,  and  to  examine  before  we  condemn  them.  It 
prevents  the  application  of  such  odious  epithets  of  quack  or 
charlatan,  or  knave.,  or  foal,  to  those  who  may  chance  to  differ 
from  us  in  opinion,  and  gives  dignified  silence  rather  than  a 
garrulous  tongue. 

The  narrow  minded  men  in  medicine,  the  "little  fellows"  in 
the  profession,  are  very  apt  to  apply  the  term  gutick  to  every 
one  who  dares  to  differ  from  their  medical  faith,  and  I  venture 
to  assert  that  in  the  majority  of  instances  the  very  definition  oj 
the  term  is  often  unknown  to  those  who  use  it  ho  flippantly. 
What  is  a  quack  ?  or  rather  what  is  understood  by  quack  cry  ? 
It  is  a  boastful  pretention  to  medical  skill  which  is  not  possessed, 
together  with  the  administration  of  secret  medicines,  to  which 
are  assigned  preposterously  wonderful  power.  A  quack  is  a 
combination  of  ignorance,  prevarioation  and  deception.  He  (s 
the  essence  of  meanness,  coupled  with  disgusting  effrontery;  he 
veils  his  head  behind  lying  advertisements  and  fulsome  self- 
laudation  ;  his  aim  is  the  deception  of  the  suffering;  his  God, 
thegraven  image  of  the  almighty  dollar.  Gentlemen,  I  pray 
you,  beware  how  you  use  this  word ;  beware  how  you  apply  it 
to  those  who  may  chance  to  differ  from  you  in  medical  faith.  It 
shows,  as  I  have  already  mentioned  to  you,  not  only  a  lack  of 
liberality  of  mind,  but  it  damages  you  in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 
Society  is  not  blind;  society  is  not  a  fool;  society  knows  more 
about  the  world  than  the  world  knows  about  itself,  and  society 
says  when  one  medical  man  rancorously  abuses  and  villifies 
another,  that  something,  (perhaps  jealously),  must  be  the  cause, 
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and  therefore,  good  old  society  sits  in  judgment,  calls  together 
its  gossipy,  and  saya,  with  the  sages  of  o\A,tolU.  canton;  investi- 
gates in  a  most  yenteel  manner  the  whole  subject,  and  generally 
establishes  a  correct  diagnosis.  Never  go  before  society  abusing 
any  one  in  any  school  of  medicine,  or  soeioty  may  condemn  you 
to  the  treadmill,  and  cull  upon  your  abused  brother  to  owupy 
a  tuTorcd  position. 

But  thu  time  allotted  mo  is  well  nigh  spent,  the  hour  has 
come  when  the  real  spirit  of  the  address  must  be  manifest, 
which  is,  as  the  name  imparts,  to  say  farewell. 

"And  hdw  farewdl.  *  word  I  lint  tUHt  be  kpd  bilh  been. 
A  auuiid  thai  iiMkt-s  u-  Inwr.  yd.— farewell." 

Those  of  you  who  have  now  rccievod  your  diplomas  are 
about  to  begin  your  professional  lives,  about  to  eater  upon  the 
actual  pursuits  of  medicine.  What  is  the  prospect?  It  would 
lie  wrong  indeed  for  mo  here  lo  lay  out  a  fair  and  unclouded 
view,  to  picture  to  you  an  easy  road  to  eminence  and  eucceas, 
and  merely  for  the  sake-  of  encouragement  draw  upon  the  im- 
agination at  the  expense  of  facts. 

In  tho  majority  of  instances,  the  first  few  years  in  the  lives  of 
professional  men  are  not  satisfactory.  Most  of  them  have  a 
very  annoying  circumstance  with  which  to  contend — a  circum- 
stance, or  perhaps,  I  might  say,  a  condition,  which,  though  un- 
avoidable, sometimes  causes  both  wrath  and  mortification,  but 
which,  thanks  to  Father  Time,  will  certainly  be  remedied.  1 
mean  a  youthful  appearuuee.  Ah,  how  many  yearling  doctors 
have  prayed  either  for  a  little  hair  tomeichere  upon  their  faces; 
how  many  of  those  who  have  that  little,  pray  that  it  may  be 
sprinkled  with  gray,  or  can  say,  with  the  poet, 


and  I  may  add,  by  way  of  parenthesis,  how  many  "old  doctors" 
after  these  yearnings  for  hair,  and  gray  hair,  and  long  hair, 
too,  have  been  abundantly  satisfied,  either  shave  their  chins  or 
dye  their  silver  locks  some  youthful  color,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
Ntalo. 
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A  young  physician  is  often  considered,  especially  by  old 
ladies,  to  be  a  boy,  who  thinks  he  is  a  doctor,  but  who  is,  in 
reality,  a  fool.  Never  atbw  such  circumstances  to  discourage 
you. 

"Time  rolls  his  eeueleu  course." 
sufficiently  fast,  and  if  you  progress  in  knowledge  in  the  same 
ratio  as  you  increase  in  years,  a  long  period  will  not  elapse  be- 
fore you  are  high  up  on  the  ladder  of  learning;    only  be  careful 
that,  like  the  crab,  you  go  not  backward. 

The  next  inconvenience  which  is  often  experienced,  is  in  the 
lack  of  pecuniary  means,  few  medical  men  ever  become 
wealthy  from  the  legitmate  practice  of  their  profession,  and 
there  are  many,  very  many,  both  gifted  and  honorable,  who  toil 
through  life,  earning  barely  a  subsistence. 

Early  in  professional  life  the  fees  are,  from  many  unavoid- 
able circumstances,  few  and  very  far  between.  This  is  often  a 
source  of  depression,  but  toil  on,  trusting,  hoping,  believing,  and 
better  dayB  will  come,  when  pinching  poverty  may  be  exchang- 
ed for  comfortable  affluence.  Let  me  here  repeat  to  you  a 
story  of  Sir  Astly  Cooper  and  his  earnings  for  the  first  nine 
years  of  his  professional  life.  In  the  first  year  he  netted  five 
guineas,  $25;  in  the  second,  twenty-six  pounds,  or  8130;  in  the 
third,  sixty-four  pounds,  or  $880;  in  the  fourth,  ninety-six 
pounds,  or  $480;  in  the  fifth,  one  hundred  pounds,  or  $600;  this 
was  but  a  email  increase  over  the  previous  year.  In  the  sixth, 
two  hundred  pounds,  or  $1000;  in  the  seventh,  four  hundred 
pounds,  or  $2000;  in  the  eighth,  six  hundred  and  ten  pounds,  er 
$3050;  and  in  the  ninth,  the  year  in  which  he  received  his  hos- 
pital appointment,  eleven  hundred  pounds,  or  $5500.  After 
this,  for  many  years,  his  income  exceeded  fifteen  thousand 
pounds,  or  $75,000.  Remember  this  story  when  you  begin  to 
feel  the  lack  of  pecuniary  emolument. 

But;  gentlemen,  you  will  have  happy  hoars  also,  amid  the  sad 
ones.  Ton  will  find  warm  hearts  and  devoted  friends,  and  hav- 
ing done  your  duty,    an  approving   conscience.    You  will  dia- 
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cover  that  by  energy,  study  and  perseverance,  those  obstacles 
which  at  first  appeared  insurmountable,  will  be  overcome,  that 
yon  will  be  gaining  in  knowledge  and  in  wisdom  ;  you  will  lx 
rearing  for  yourselves  a  name  and  reputation  that  will  livelona 
alter  your  bodies  have  become  dust.  The  profession  you  hav< 
chosen  is  a  noble  one,  though  the  life  may  be  beset  with  obsta- 
cles and  discouragement.  I  say  to  each  of  you,  press  on,  and  in 
the  words  of  a  great  homteopathist  a  and  great  poet,  let  me  con- 
clude, 

■•  So  lire  that  when  Ihy  summons  comes.  10  join 
Tlit  innumerable  earsTan  that  moves 
To  that  myslorionB  realm,  where  eacli  ilull  take 
Hto  portion  in  the  silent  halls  of  Death, 
Thou  go  not,  like  Ihe  quarry  alave  at  night 
Scourged  to  his  dungeon;  bnt  sustained  anil  soothed 
By  an  unfaltering  trust  approach  thy  grave 
Like  one  who  wrapa  ihe  drapery  or  hi]  couch 
Around  him  uinl  li>-?  il"wn  t"  |!l''rwjiitdreaiuH-" 


NEW  .REMEDIES  AT  RANDOM.* 

CA  ULQPHYLL1N. 
BY  C,  A.  JAEUEB,  ELGIN,  ILL, 

Mrs.  A.  Campboll,  aged  forty-four  years,  residing  ten  mile* 
from  Elgin,  has  been  suffering  from  iiniigestion(?)  for  fifteen 
years.     Her  husband  makes  the  following  statement : 

"Patient  has  frequent  attacks  of  violent  retching  and  vomit- 
in  g,accom  pan  ied  with  severe  heat,and|burning  in  stomach  and  ab- 
domen, and  iu  the  back — lumbar  region;  obstinate  const i  pat ion, 
;-o  that  the  bowels  do  not  move  for  nine  days,  without  having 
recourse  to  cathartics.  For  a  number  of  years  patient  has  taken, 
at  least  once  a  week,  some  sort  of  purgative,  and  instate   tkat 


•At  llie  time,  16113,  wIch  1  prescilhed  these  remedies.  I 
their  therapeutical  application,  and  In  fact,  I  am  honeat  Ic 
preaeiil  period,  1  know  but  little  as  to  their  honucupatliic  in 
■At  Random''  caption, 
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she  must  have  it.  She  ia  mother  of  several  children,  the  young- 
est now  three  years  old;  the  menses  have  been  regular,  until 
within  a  year,  since  that  time  appearing  only  at  periods  of  from 
two  to  four  months,  with  natural  flow  for  three  to  four  days,  ac. 
companied,  however,  with  considerable  pain  in  the  back,  and 
bat  little  pain  and  bearing  down  in  front.  The  attacks  of 
retching,  vomiting,  etc.,  have  not  assumed  any  regular  periodi. 
city,  but  she  is  liable  to  have  one  at  any  time.  This  picture  of 
the  disease  was,  of  course  not  very  strong  portraiture  to  arrive 
at  the  difficulty,  with  any  satisfaction,  but  it  was  the  best  that 
covild  be  obtained,  under  the  circumstances. 

X^Bent  the  patient  arsen  3d,  to  be  taken  in  water;  but  which 
had  no  perce'ptible  effect  after  two  weeks.  Arisen  30th  was  now 
given,  upon  which  her  husband  reported  there  was  less  retching 
and  beat.  Arten  30th  was  given  for  another  two  weeks.  Next 
report,  "no  improvement  in  any  of  the  symptoms.  Sent  mu- 
iom.  3d  and  nux  v.  30th  alternate  every  other  day.  Patient  sent 
word,  some  symptoms — the  pain  in  the  abdomen  and  back — 
were  better,  but  she  muit  have  a  purgative,  "if  Dr.  J.  can  not 
send  me  one,  another  physician  must  be  consulted."  The 
bowels  had  not  moved  for  nine  days.  Sent  pdoph.  crude,  four 
powders  of  one  fourth  grain  each,  every  four  hours  a  powder, 
till  bowels  move  and  continue  nux,  3rd  and  30th  after  pod.  was 
taken,  night  and  morning. 

Of  course  the  bowels  moved  and  the  patient  wets  elated,  but 
retching,  vomiting,  heat,  etc,  remained  the  same.  At  this  time 
lwas  obliged  to  visit  a  patient  in  the  vicinity  of  this  patient's 
home,  and  sho,  learning  of  it,  sent  a  messenger  for  me.  I  found 
patient  in  bed,  where  she  had  been  for  several  days,  retching  and 
vomiting,  and  suffering  much  pain ;  she  complained  terribly  of 
her  back  and  lower  part  of  abdomen,  with  continued  heat  and 
burning;  there  was  very  slight  distension  of  the  abdomen 
below  the  umbilical  region,  but  it  was  not  extremely  sensitive 
to  touch;  there  was  no  febrile  disturbance;  extremities 
were  cold  to  the  touch,  but  patient  did  not  complain  of  being 
cold.  The  vomit  consisted  of  a  dark  fluid,  not  bitter  nor  acid 
and  as  to  quantity,  it  was  but  a  trifle  at  a  time, 


Ontjiitii     Arltrlri. 

On  inquiry  regarding  the  pain  in  back  and  abdomen,  whetl 
they  were  similar  to  pains  she  experienced  on  or  before  m 
struation,  she  replied  that  "the  pains  irere  not  the  like  paim  of  be 
•'HtceU,  but  it  was  on  account  of  the  bowels  being  constipate 
I  surmised  some  uterine  difficulty,  but  an  examination  of 
uterus  was  not  consented  to.  I,  of  course,  was  somew 
perplexed.  Gave  patient  two  doses  atsulp.  30tb  a  dose  ev< 
night,  and  requested  to  be  informed,  after  forty -eight  hoars 
the  condition  of  the  patient. 

Husband  came  and  reported,  no  change  at  all.  bis  wife  i 
much  discouraged,  and  wished  that  he  should  bring  ber  so 
"pills"  to  move  the  bowels,  etc.  I  concluded  to  send  her  audi 
crude,  which  1  bought  at  one  of  our  druggiata,  order 
one  grain  to  two  ounces  of  water,  and  a  teaspoon/all  fa 
taken  every  two  hours  til!  relief.  A  week  elapsed,  and  no 
port  from  my  patient,  and  1  thought  ot  course  she  bad  foi 
some  one  who  would  gratify  her  with  "pilts"  to  move  | 
bowels,  etc.,  but  at  last  her  husband  made  his  appearance 
my  office,  with  happy  countenance,  informing  me  [bat  his  n 
was  well,  and  around  the  house,  attending  to  her  househ 
duties.  The  last  medicine  acted  like  a  charm.  She  took  o 
lour  doses,  when  the  retching,  vomiting,  pain  in  back  and 
domen  gradually  diminished,  and  after  two  more  doses,  all  pi 
etc.,  ceased,  and  the  menses  appeared  as  natural  as  ever,  w 
ihe  exception  that  the  flow  at  first  was  very  black  and  fet 
but  soon,  after  twelve  hours,  the  discharge  became  a  bri; 
healthy  1  ue.  and  since  that  time  she  felt  entirely  wi 
bowels  have  moved  every  thirty-3ix  to  forty -eight  hours,  I 
rathei  constipated;  had  no  vomiting  and  cold  eat  most  anythi 
lie  said  his  wife  wished  another  bottle  of  the  same  medicine 
luture  use. 

During  the  next  four  months  I  heard  from  her  frequent 
»nd  she  was  "all  right" — had  taken  no  medicine,  and  was  fi 
ing  well.  After  that,  the  patient  went  on  a  visit,  and  I  bare  d 
since  her  return,  beard  from  her. 


POUOPHTLLIS. 


A  geniemau  sought  my  advice  four  years  ago,   for  second] 
onorrhc9a,with  which _be  was  afflicted  for  a  number  of  mont 


Original  Article/.  110 

and  bo  far  he  had  received  no  benefit,  either  from  -homoeopathy 
or  allopathy.  When  he  called  upon  me  he  requested  me  espe- 
cially to  give  him  something  for  bilununeti,  and  he  should  like 
to  have  some  of  "those  titter  powders,"  which  a  physician 
in  Boston  used  to  prescribe  for  him,  and  which  always  "brought 
liim  oat  all  right."  He  complained  of  dull,  heavy  headache;  had 
no  appetite ;  a  dirty  coated  tongue,  with  general  laseitude.  The 
gonorrheal  discharge  was  but  slight,  and  of  a  greenish  hue 
some  burning  and  painful,  but  infrequent,  erections.  Podoph.  2d 
irit.  12  powdersjone  three  times  a  day.  Four  days  after,  be  came 
to  the  office  and  reported  "better  in  «very  respect."  So  medi- 
cine. In  about  a  week  he  returned  and  said,  as  he  was  going  to 
St.  Louis,  to  be  absent  a  few  weeks,  he  should  like  to  have  a 
package  of  the  powders,  in  ease  the  discharge  should  return. 

Podoph.  as  formerly,  was  given.  A  month  later  he  called  en 
me,  reporting  no  return  of  the  discharge,  and  that  he  was  feel- 
ing well;  in  fact,  be  expressed  himself  so  much  gratified  with  the 
state  of  his  health,  that  he  remained  much  longer  out  west 
than  he  at  first  contemplated. 

Daring  the  next  two  months  I  met  the  gentleman  frequently, 
there  was  no  return  of  the  old  tronbte,and  he  was  gaining  rapidly 
his  former  robust  health ;  assuring  me  that  at  no  time  since  the 
contraction  of  the  gonorrhoea,  had  he  been  free  from  any  dis- 
charge longer  than  two  or  three  weeks,  and  in  view  of  this  fact 
he  considered  himself  cured.  The  gentleman  left  for  bis  home, 
(Bast)  and  I  loBt  sight  of  him.  Does  podoph.  cure  gonorrhea? 
That  is  the  question. 


THE  PULSE  IN    VARIUOS  ANIMALS. 

The  pulse  of  the  hyena  beats  from  96  to  124  times  per  minute; 
that  of  the  lion  (under  the  shoulder)  40  times,  (16  inspirations); 
tiger  96  tines;  tapir  44  times;  horse  40  times;  wolf  45  times;  fox 
43  times;  bear  38;  ape  48;  ass  42  times.  Among  fowls,  the  pulse 
beats  in  the  goose  100  times;  the  hen  140;  the  eagle  160;  the 
hawk  150;  the  owl  110  times.  The  frog  has  80  beats;  the 
heart  of  the  crab  gives  76;  the  rat  and  mouse  give  from  120  to 
123  beats;  the  caterpillar  36,  and  the  buterfly  60  pulsations  per 
minute. 


S  urgery. 


.  WILLARU,  M.  D.,    ALLEGHANY  CITT,    EDITOR. 


CLARK'S  SUSPENSION  RAILWAY  SPLINT— A  SUSPENSION  SPt.Il 
FOR  TREATING  SIMPLE  AND  COMPOUND  FRACTUIiES  I 
THE  LEG.' 


.  CLARK,  M.  D.,  RESIDENT  PHYSICIAN,  ST.  LOUIS  CITY  HOSPITA 


The  great  necessity  for  a  well  adapted  apparatus  in  treatii 
Iracturesof  the  log,suggestedtho  utility  of  the  instrument  that 
designed  in  the  following  wood  cuts,  which  not  only  answc 
every  practical  purpose  in  treating  this  class  of  fractures,  b 
also  contributes  very  much  to  the  comfort  of  the  patient,  wh 
while  he  is  enabled  to  execute  every  movement  of  which  tl 
sound  limb  is  capable,  yet,  cannot  displace  the  fracture  or  modi 
ihe  force  of  extension.  In  presenting  this  appartus,  I  claim  i 
advantage  over  those  invented  by  Hutchinson,  John  Nei 
C  rand  all  and  Salter,  not  only  for  the  means  of  extension  ai 
counter-extension,  but  also  its  adaptation  to  the  treament 
iompound  fractures  of  the  leg,  as  represented  in  figure  No. 
And,  considering  the  simplicity  of  the  instrument,  with  : 
cheapness  and  application  to  every  variety  of  fractures  oft 
leg,  will  certainly  give  it  the  precedence  with  those  who  m: 
venture  to  use  it  in  a  single  case.    The  apparatus  is  such  as  m; 


*The»lio»o  trliole  sppeired  in  Ilia  Richmond  «ndj  Louis  til 
June,  18SX.  ]iy  pennlwian  of  the  author,  we  Like  pleasni 
peru»l  nt  our  readers.— H. 
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be  made  by  any  blacksmith,  or,  indeed,  by  any  ingenious  Bur- 
geon in  case  of  necessity,  when  a  wooden  frame  and  two  hoops, 
with  a  common  iron  pulley,  will  answer  quite  bb  well  as  the  in- 
strument 'which  I  have  made  of  iron,  on  the  following  plan : 


The  two  arches  represented  by'the  letter  (H),  at  one  end,  are 


li'l 

i 


!r.i 


:i 


VMM,  and  throe 

t      /^rttinuonB  with  tb 

>"*V^*°  &e  bed,  and  mea 

S  U  T  ■    n*'*,(*Jitoto  distance  betweei 

!**,J/  j^on  f"  ^d*8  by  *ne  tWi 

<f<' '"fading    across  top,   npor 
L.  h.  wumbd,  m.  d     frf0  J*  n""1*  flat,  wilh  the  Ions 

y'  -'■    *  prevent  it  banding  with  th. 
y  y**'  jjH  arch  under  which  the  leg  it 

T'STi"  <;>;!*»  a*  —ut» «- 

the  LEO.*  ^X^wfrom  the  surface  ofthe  bed 

J/#/*  ^^d'w11  to  indicate  the  proportions 

bye.  a.  class  m.  d.      V^  ^  lie  bars  represented  by  the  letter 

^^vLwded,  should  be  about  two  feet  in 

'  ^J*  't.fatfan  is  too  close  to  the  knee,  and 

fracturflonheT  J^"** **  """"^  'trapB (M)' ftb°" thf 
designed  in  the  j*^***  t0  ™&T  tb*  Perinoam  if  ™» 
every  practiep  J,  0  *  ^4  Wreath  the  bracket  at  (B),  and 
alsocontriba  (V**^,.  jhoaldbe  flattened,  and  five  inches  in 
while  he  is  «  ••***  unpl«  space  for  the  limb  to  rest  between 
sound  limb  *\^*f*,J**rt-eB  these  bars  at  the  upper  endshould 
the  force  o        1*1***  - ~  


advantage        *  ,.*•*"' 


]&  "    .  jjioohes.     The  splint  (C),  upon  which  the 


Crandall 
connter- 
c-ompon 
And,  c 
cheapi 

>'g, « 

ventu 


-at^       vo.1  *n0Dl'*  b®  fluted  upon  its  upper  surface 
(^»i''v^jlflSh»peof  the  leg,  while  it  is  also  made 

**w(*^4«ri'irfrc*'  *°  ^*at  k°tn  ^"e  'e^  an<*  '^e  8P"nt 
jipwlS       ^  bandage  shown  in  figure  No.  1,  by  which 
.Bent  may  be  corrected  in  the  fracture,  and 


W^ 


*>"'**'  'a  perfMt "ppowtion.  The  foot  piece  (I),  should 
^jflB*  ™ ^posterior  splint  at  an  obtuse  angle,  so  as  t« 
itf^^A&t  natural  position  oftha  foot.  The  foot  if 
(a*"1*  •  ni«*°T  Die*119  °*  adhesive  strips,  which  may  em- 
ygfi  *°      |,  of  the  foot,  extend  partially  over  the  ankle,  but 
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dlation  as  by  the  figure  of  eight  ban- 
j  the  ankle  for  making  extension.  The 
■■■  No.  I,  ia  supported  upon  the  cross-bar 
.cket  (B)  attached  to  the  foot-piece  and  by 
ap  \  ,  pinned  over  the  bars  (A)  on  either 
.tension  and  counter-extension  ib  effected  by 
jfr  across  the  foot-piece  below,  and  above  by 
.iv  e  straps,  three  inches  in  width,  as  indicated  by 
),  which  aro  attached  to  the  Bides  of  the  leg,  be- 
u  above  the  joint  of  fractare  and  passing  up  to  be 
jund  the  cylinder  (D),  which  is  three  and  a  half  inches 
ii,  and  turned  by  means  of  an  ordinary  clock  key,  repre- 
>  by  letter  (£).  This  cylinder  is  heldjn  any  position  to 
jh  it  may  turned,  by  a  ratchet  and  wheel  placed  upon  the 
per  surface  of  the  bar,  as  indicated  in  the  diagram.  It  will 
je  observed  in  figure  No.  2,  that  there  is  no  posterior  splint,  as 
in  the  other  diagram,  but  the  leg  is  supported  entirely  by  slips 
of  muslin  pinned  over  the  bars  on  either  side,  which  renders 
this  apparatus  more  appropriate  for  the  treatment  of  compound 
fractures  in  which  the  wound  may  be  examined  and  dressed 
when  necessary,  by  removing  one  or  more  of  these  strips  which 
may  be  replaced  by  new  ones,  without  disturbing  the  fracture. 
The  attachment  ofthe  foot-piece  in  this  dressing  does  not  in  any 
particular  differ  from  that  of  figure  No.  1.  The  means  of  sus- 
pension is  the  same  in  both  these  dressings,  which,  by  means  of 
the  pulley  at  letter  (F),  the  patient  is  enabled  to  move  his  limb, 
or,  even  his  body,  forward  and  back'to  the  extent  of  the  length 
of  the  bar  upon  which  it  glides,  and  by  means  of  the  cord  play- 
ing over  the  under  wheel  in  the  same  pulley,  the  patent  is  able 
to  Ilex  and  extend  the  knee  by  depressing  or  elevating  the  foot, 
which  movement  can  be  executed  by  a  very  slight  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  patient,  while  at  the  same  time,  he  can  swing  the 
leg  from  side  to  side,  to  any  extent  within  the  space  of  the 
arches;  and  by  means  of  the  cords  playing  through  the  pulleys 
at  (00),  the  leg  can  be  rotated  to  any  extent,  even  to  allow  the 
patient  to  lie  npon  hia  side  if  he  desires,  without  disturbing  the 
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fracture  in  the  least.  It  will  be  observed  in  the  diagrams  th; 
at  the  letter  (G)  there  is  a  thimble,  which  can  bo  made  to  slit 
npon  the  bar,  by  moans  of  which  the  lower  end  of  the  leg  ci 
be  elevated  or  depressed  at  the  will  oJ'  the  patient,  by  slidii 
this  thimble  forward  and  back,  and  fixing  it  at  any  point  1 
means  of  the  little  thumb  screw  attached  to  this  thimble. 
developing  the  utility  of  this  apparatus  for  the  treatment 
(raptures  of  the  leg,  1  have  tried  various  means  of  attaching  tl 
foot  at  the  bottom,  such  as  the  muslin  and  flannel  bandage  i 
the  form  of  a  figure  eight,  around  the  ankle,  covering  the  To 
also,  as  far  as  the  toes,  but  havo  always  found  them  objeetio 
able,  from  the  groat  amount  of  pressure,  and  consequent  aire 
of  the  circulation  in  the  foot,  though  the  flannel  bandage 
much  less  objectionable  than  the  muslin.  But  I  have  been  ab 
to  obviate  this  objection  by  the  use  of  the  adhesive  plustir  :. 
t ached  over  the  front  of  the  foot,  and  around  the  foot-pieoe,  j 
shown  in  the  diagram;  this  I  have  ordinarily  found  quite  summer 
unless  iu  rare  cases,  when  an  unusual  counter-extending  fori 
is  required,  it  may  become  nocosssary, — as  very  aptly  suggest! 
by  Professor  Hammer,  of  this  city, — to  pass  a  strip  of  adheah 
plaster  beneath  the  heel,  and  around  the  loot-piece,  which  adi 
very  much  to  the  strength  of  the  dressing.  I  have  recentl 
treated  six  cases  of  fractures  of  the  leg  with  this  apparatus,  i 
which  both  bones  were  fractured,  and  in  which  there  was  mor 
or  loss  shortening  in  each  case,  with  excellent  results  in  all  < 
them,  without  allowing  the  least  deformity  or  shortening,  whil 
the  patients  were  all  grateful  for  the  comforts  allowed  them  b; 
this  apparatus  during  their  confinement. 
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REPORT  OF  SURGICAL  OPERATIONS  PREFORMED  IN  CONNEC- 
TION WITH  CLINIC  OF  THE  HAHNEMANN  MEDICAL  COLLEGE 
DURING  THE  SESSION  OF  18*9— TO. 


BY  MALCOLM  MACFAKLAND,  M.  D.,  PROF.  OF  CLINICAL   SURGERY. 


Resection  of  the  ramus  and  part  of  the  body  of  lower  jaw. ... 

Amputation  of  the  thigh  middle  third 

Amputation  of  the  forearm,  flap  operation 

Amputation  of  the  arm  near  the  shoulder 

Amputation  of  the  Angers 

Operation  for  the  radical  cure  of  inguinal  hernia 

Operation  for  relief  of  inguinal  hernia 

Operation  for  relief  of  femoral  hernia 

Removal  of  fatty  tumor  from  the  side,  weighing  three  pounds 
Operation  for  stricture  of  urethra  by  internal  division 

Fistula  in  perineo,  operation  lor 

Fistula  on  ano,  operation  for 

Hypospadias,  operations  for 

Operation  for  stricture  of  the  rectum 

Fracture  of  the  clavicle 

Fracture  of  the  radius 

Fracture  of  the  condyles  of  the  humerus 

Fracture  of  the  tibia 

Removal  of  necrosed  bone  from  the  tibia 

Dislocation  of  the  shoulder 

Dislocation  of  the  wrist 

Tenotomy 

Ganglion  of  the  wrist.  

Paronychia 

Removal  of  cancerous  breast 

Removal  of  tumors  ofthescalp 

Foreign  bodies  from  the  eye 

Tumors  of  the  eyelids 

Operation  for  ptosis 

B lepharopl as ty,  operation  for 

Entropion,  operation  for 

Ectropion,  operation  lor 

Operations  for  obstruction  oflaehrymal  passage 

Pterygium,  operation  for 

Staphyloma,  operation  for 

Strabismus,  operations  for 

Extirpation  of  the  eyeball 

Removal  of  tumors  m  orbit 

Von  Graefes  operation  for  hard  cataract 
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Secondary  needle  operation  on  capsule 

Formation  ofartiticial  pupil. 

Removal  of  (he  Reptum  of  the  nose  Tor  tumor 

Simple  hare  lip  operation — 

Complicated  harejlip operation. 

Division  of  thefrfflnum  of  the  tongue 

Excision  of  diseased  uvula - 

Operation  for  eleit  palate 

Otoplasty ■■ -" 

Extirpation  of  a  largo  fibrous  tumor  of  the  neck..- 

Total  number  of  operations 

In  addition  many  cases  of  a    minor  character    were  treat 
medicinally  and  otherwise, 


Obstetrics. 


CAM   HEREDITARY    SYPHIUS    BE    PRETEXTED   BY  MEDICI1 
'   ADMINISTERED  TO  THK  MOTHER  IXR1SG   PRF.GXASCY- 

Mrs.  0.  has  had  five  pregnancies,  in  all  of  which  she  has  h* 
under  my  tare.  Her  husband  had  syphilis  before  marriage.  H 
never,  since  then,  presented  any  symptoms  of  the  dtaea 
Her  first  pregnancy  terminated  at  the  seventh  month  by  l 
expulsion  of  a  putrid  foetus.  Her  second  in  like  manner,  at  t 
eighth  month.  Her  third,  fourth  and  fiRh  went  to  full  ter 
and  she  gave  birth  to  live  ebilJron,  puny,  weighing  about  n 
pounds,  with  the  hoarse  voice  nnd  eruptions  of  congem 
syphilis.  All  died  with  the  disease  in  a  few  weeks.  During  1 
pregnancies  she  never  had  the  copper  colored  spots  of  seed 
arydisease,  nor  did  they  ever  appear  during  the  intervals.  I 
,,,'evcryone  she  suffered  with  severe  attacks  of  acne  about i 
face,  and  formations  of  pus  about  the  body. 

In  the  fall  of  I860,  I  was  called  to  her  for  an  attack  ofps 
nyehia,  which  in  *  few  days  was  relieved  by  free  incision  i 
poultices;    She  had  the  usual  eruptions  on  the  face.    She  i 
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then  in  her  sixth  month,  and  told  me  she  felt  the  movements  of 
the  child.  I  determined  to  endeavor  to  act  on  the  foetus  by 
medicine  administered  to  the  mother.  I  directed  her  to  take 
iodide  of  potash,  grains  v,  night  and  morning,  and  to  continue  it 
steadily  until  her  confinement.  Early  in  this  year,  some  ten  days 
before  she  expected  her  labor,  I  was  again  sent  for,  and  found 
her  suffering  severely  from  the  symptoms  of  influenza — the 
weather  being  very  mild  at  the  time,  and  the  disease  not  pre- 
vailing— I  attributed  it  to  the  medicine  she  had  been  constantly 
taking,  and  directed  its  discontinuance.  The  influenza  rapidly 
subsided,  and  at  her  period  she  was  confined.  After  twelve 
hours  labor,  she  gave  birth  to  a  child  weighing  over  nine  pounds, 
and  showing  no  signs  of  syphilis.  The  child  is  now  past  the  age 
atwhich  the  others  died,  and  still  presents  no  appearance  of  the 
disease.     She  has  herself  suckled  it. 

The  choice  of  a  remedy  in  this  cose  was  between  mercury  and 
kali  iodid.  The  former  had  been  unsuccessful  in  the  treatment  of 
the  other  three  children.  In  the  first,  it  was  given  with  mercury. 
In  the  second  J  acted  upon  the  statement  of  Sir  Benjamin 
Brodie,  that  mercury  was  unsuccessful  when  administered  by  the 
mouth,  but  uniformly  successful  by  inunction, — and  used  a  flan- 
nel roller,  on  which  mercurial  ointment  was  spread.  In  the 
third  I  gave  mercuriusSd  dec.  trituration.  I  was,  therefore,  in- 
duced to  try  kali  iodid,  with  the  determination  if  the  child  was 
born  syphilitic,  to  administer  it  to  it  in  half  grain  doses. 

The  old  adage  that  "one  swallow  does  not  make  a  summer," 
is  undoubtedly  true  in  medicine,  and  I  cannot  Bay,  therefore, that 
the  escape  of  this  child  was  certainly  due  t»  the  action  of  the 
drug.  I  think  that  it  was,  because  when  I  commenced  its  use  the 
mother  presented  the  same  symptoms,  that  she  did  in  her  former 
pregnancies.  At  her  confinement,  her  face  was  free  from  the 
attack  of  acne,  only  showing  some  red  spots  where  the  eruption 
had  been. 

Thinking  the  the  treatmens  worthy  of  more  trials,  I  send  it 
to  you.  Whether  the  syphilitic  poison  is  ever  entirely  eradi- 
cated from  the  system  is  an  open  question.    For  myself,  I  am 
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very  doubtful.  Many  eases  have  occurred  to  me,  in  which 
syphilitic  disease  in  children  could  only  be  accounted  for,  except 
on  this  theory.  In  this  case  the  lather  had,  for  twelve  years,  to 
my  own  knowledge,  shown  no  symptoms  of  syphilis  in  auy 
form,  and  to  .nil  appearances  is  a  model  of  health,  and  yet  he  had 
begotten  tivo  children  infected  with  the  disease,  and  as  far  as  1 
could  .judge,  from  the  appearance  of  the  mother,  a  sixth. 

Physicians,  many  times,  meet  with  cases  in  which  a  woman 
will  at  the  same  period  abort  a  putrid  feet  us.  Such  cases  ji 
also,  I  think  generally,  if  not  entirely,  to  be  attributed  to  the 
same  infection.  At  all  events,  my  experience  has  been,  that 
upon  a  candid  talk  with  the  husband,  ho  admitted  having  had 
the  disease.  In  any  such  case  in  the  future,  I  shall  commence 
the  iodide  as  soon  as  pregnancy  is  known.  FoBOEPft 


Tho  society  met  on  Tuesday  February  8th,  in  the  City  Hall, 
Albany.  The  inaugural  address  was  delivered  by  the  president, 
Dr.  Wm,  Wright,  of  Brooklyn.  The  treasurer  and  auditing 
committee  then  made  their  reports,  after  which  a  number  of 
papers  on  various  medical  subjects  we're  presented  by  Dr.  Wat  do. 
An  interesting  discuslon  on  vaccination  was  participated  in  by 
many  of  the  members.  A  very  important  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed in  regard  to  rendering  the  curricula  of  studies  in  our  colleges 
more  complete  by  establishing  freshman,  junior,  and  sophmore 
years,  after  which  a  collation,  prepared  by  Dr.  Swits,  was  par- 
taken of  by  the  members.  On  tho  second  day,  various  commit- 
tees reported  and  important  bureaux  were  organized.  This  so- 
ciety is,  perhaps,  the  most  flouishing  of  our  school,  not  only  in 
this  country,  but  in  the  world. 
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jWTo  injure  publication,  irtlelw  must  be  practical,  BHiir  as  possible  (o  do 
jsftice  to  the  subject ,  and  carefully  prepared,  bo  hb  to  rt quire  little  revision. 

■V Readers  ot  the  Observer  wilt  oblige  tbe  Editor  if  the;  will  forward  oopiei  of 
local  newspapers,  or  similar  matters  of  importance  to  tbe  profession ,  all  snob  will  ba 
I  bankfoll  v  acknowledged, 

W-Pliysicians  having  changed  tbeir  locations,  or  desiring  to  remove  from  one 
portion  of  the  country  to  another,  will  please  communicate  with  the  Editor,  that  he 
may  note  the  ■ante-  Records  of  msrriages,  sod  deaths  of  physicians,  and  other  per- 
anaal  news  will  also  be  received  and  noticed. 

»WAII  exchanges,  books  and  pamphlets  mnst  be  addressed  to  tbe  Editor,  Ne. 
His  Washington  Avenue. 


Editorial. 


We  learj,  from  one  of  oar  dailies,  that  suit  has  been  com 
menced  by  William  D.  Lemon  &  Sod,  of  Jacksonville,  Illinois, 
against  Dr.  David  Prince,  of  that  city,  for  $5000  damages. 

The  facts,  as  we  have  them  from  the  Missouri  Democrat,  are 
as  follows : 

"  It  appears  that  on  Monday,    the  14th  instant  Dr.  W.  D. 
Lemon  k  Son,  old  citleens  and  prominent  physicians  of  tbe  ' 
homoeopathic  school  of  medicine,  in  this  city,  pnblished   the  fol- 
lowing: 

"'Small  Pox. — Wedesireto  inform  our  patrons  that  we  have 
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a  small  pox  preventive  that  we  wish  to  give  to  eaob  of  01 
patrona/r«  of  charge;  also  all  Others  wishing  the  same  mi 
obtain  it  by  payment  of  one  dollar  each,  the  money  to  b*  rtfund 
if  they  take  small  pox  while  using  the  preventive. 

W.  D.  Lkmoh  &  Son, 
Horn  ceo  pathic  Physicians.' 

"  On  Wednesday,  the  16th  inst.,  Dr.  David  Prince,  of  t 
Jacksonville  Infirmay,  published  the  following  in  the  Journal 

"  The  Journal  of  yesterday  morning  furnishes  another  e' 
dence  that,  in  the  estimation  of  a  certain  pulpit  orator,  the  hui 
bug  eaters  are  not  all  dead  yet.  The  imposition  first  mention, 
might  find  its  retribution  through  the  law  against  obtaiuti 
goods  or  money  under  false  pretences,  but  this  gift  enterpri 
can  only  be  reached  tlio  gambling  laws.  Pay  me  a  dollar,  sa; 
the  hero  of  sanctity,  and  I  will  give  you  a  charm  which  w 
avert  death,  but  if  you  sbould^die,  you  shall  have  one  thoneat 
dollars  for  your  prize  in  this  lottery — a  very  inviting  openii 
for  the  exercise  of  the  spirit  of  adventure  and  charm.  B 
stop.  I  have  misstated  the  term.  I  have  charms  for  sale  at 
dollar  apiece.  It  will  protect  you  against  small  pox,  but,  if  pi 
adventure,  the  charm  should  fail,  I  will  pay  board  and  wrshiu 
and  send  medicine.  No,  I  have  still  over  stated  the  advantage 
— it  is  only  the  thread-bare  device  of  the  charlatan,  •  no  cure,  n 
pay' — only  !et  tho  victim  first  put  his  money  into  the  hands  I 
the  necromancer,  and  take  his  chances  at  trickery  for  gottin 
his  money  back  again, 

"Imagine  a  pile  of  one  dollar  greenbacks  upon  a  table,  t!i 
charm  dispenser  sitting  by  them,  glancing  first  at  the  treasui 
and  then  at  his  credulous  victim,  and  piously  dismissing  tbei 
with  grace,  mercy  and  peace  be  upon  you  from . 

"  Oj  Credulity,  blessed  are  they  that  follow  thee,  and  curse 
be  ho  that  sayeth  aught  against  thee.' 

All  of  Dr.  Prince's  article,  except  the  first  paragraph,  wi 
universally  understood  in  this  community,  to  refer  directly  I 
Drs.  Lemon  and  their  'small  pox'  notice,  and  they  at  once  di 
termined  to  commence  suit  for  damages." 
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THE  CINCINNATI  HOUUEPATMC   DISPENSARY. 

The  report  of  this  institution  shows  it  to  be  in  a  flourishing 
condition.  Wo  have  received  from  Dr.  J.  A.  Cloud,  the  distin- 
guished surgeon  in  charge,  the  following  report  for  the  month 
of  February : 

Number  of  cases  treated  during  the  month 224 

"  "         discharged  cared        "      71 

"  "  sent  to  Hospital        "      3 

"  "  visits  made  during    "       102 

"  "  prescriptions  made  "      402 


COMMENCEMENTS. 


The  annual  commencement  of  this  institution  took  place  on 
14th  of  February  last,  and  was  highly  creditable  to  alt  concern- 
ed.    Tbe  following  is  the  list  of  graduates : 


Geo.  W.  Moore. 
A.  S.  Rosen  burger. 
A.  L.  Gardner. 
J.  P.  Tenman. 
C.  W.  Hoyt. 
Charles  F.  Fetsch. 
J.  A.  Partridge. 
I.  J.  Whitfield. 
H.  D.  Chase. 

A.  B.  Seheble. 

B.  L.  Cleveltnd. 
W.  B.  Van  Norman 
-Total,  36. 


E.  V.  Tan  Norman. 
W.  H.  Riley. 
W.  A.  Whitney. 
Mrs.  E.  Miller. 
H.  S.  Strong. 
P.  S.  Duff. 
O.  S.  Martin. 
Mr.  8.  B.  Chase. 
J.  Pettet. 
0.  B.  Moss. 
J.  D.  A.  Pohle. 
N.  F.  Canady. 


T.  K.  Dawson. 

B.  Sovereign. 
P.  L.  Davis. 
George  A,  Gordon. 
S.  S.  Parker. 

A.  F.  Worthing. 

C.  D.  Woodburn. 
Wm.F.  Lefavor. 
G.  0.  Spence. 

E.  D.  Preston. 

F.  B.  Bherbui-n. 

G.  C.  MeDerraott. 


The  diplomas  were  presented  by  the  president,  our  good 
friend,  Dr.  A.  O.  Blair,  and  the  valedictory  pronounced  by  Pro- 
fessor Schneider. 
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HJtlXEMANfii  MEDICAL  COLLEGE.   CHICAGO. 


The  exorcises  of  liie  tenth  c  o  in  me  d  com  cut  of  this  college,  wo 
held  lid  February  24th,  1870.  The  veteran,  D.  A.  E.  Small,  ga 
the  inaugural.  The  number  of  graduates  was  nineteen.  T, 
following  is  the  list ; 


Mrs.  Clara  Youman*. 
John  H.  Boll. 
J.  M.  Cunningham. 
Otto  B.  Poppa. 
Edward  B.  BeeBon. 
George  A.  Hadfieht. 
9.  Shepherd. 
George  H.  Doane. 
Myron  II.  Parmelec. 


C.  G.  lllgbeee 
George  If.  Carr. 
LuKay  Maroin. 
George  B.  Sarchelt. 
L.  A.  Bishop. 
Arthur  F.  Moon.1. 
II.  II.  Pilling. 
David  II.  Long. 
Fred.  G.  Hunt. 


Donald     Ferguson. 


The  third  annual  commencement  of  the  above  named  iustiti 
tioD,  took  place  iu  the  Academy  of  Music,  on  the  noon  of  Mure 
9th.  A  brilliant  audience  filled  the  spacious  and  elegant  bnili 
ing,  manifesting  the  deepest  interest  in  the  exercises,  vhh 
were  of  the  moat  entertaining  and  succcsiul  character.  Pro 
C.  G.  litiuo,  M.  D.  delivered  a  most  able  valedictory  to  the  grad 
ates.  It  was  in  every  way  worthy  of  him.  A  moat  pleasit 
feature  of  the  commencements  of  the  Hahnemann,  is  the  prcse 
tation  of  boquets  to  the  members  of  the  graduating  class  I 
their  lady  friends.  Prior  to  the  exercises,  they  are  sent  to  U 
stage  with  the  recipients  name  attached,  to  be  distributed  1 
-■  'ine  member  of  the  Faculty  at  the  suitable  time.  The  accum 
lation  of  floral  pyramids  is  a  beautiful  sight,  perfuming  the  a 
in  a  most  delightful  manner,  besides  lending  to  the  whole  pr 
ceeding  that  grace  of  refinement  the  mind   naturally  associat 


with  flowers.  A  most  agreeable  surprise  to  one  of  the  gradu- 
ating class,  Mr.  H.  M.  Lewis,  was  the  receipt  of  an  elegant  gold 
watch  from  his  former  preceptor,  Dr.  II.  Minton,  of  Brooklyn, 
X.  Y.  Professor  H.  N.  Martin  made  the  presentation  with  suit- 
able remarks.  In  the  evening  a  company  ot  two  hundred  invit- 
ed guests— gray  haired  sages  of  -33sculapius  and  new  made  M. 
D.'s — sat  down  to  a  banquet  "fit  to  serve  a  king."  On  which 
occasion,  according  to  a  prominent  daily  paper,  Hahnemann 
shook  off  the  habiliments  of  the  grave,  and  gracefully  responded 
lo  first  toast  of  the  evening.  We  congratulate  our  sister  insti- 
tution on  the  presence,  in  carport,  of  so  distinguished  a  visitor. 
Did  he  Bottle  the  question  of  the  Dose  ?  We  append  a  list  of 
the  graduates: 


V.  F.  Alexander,  Md. 
Myron  H.  Adams,  N.  Y. 
John  P.  Birch,  Pa. 
Henry  Baething,  Jr.H.  Y. 
Jrmes  H.Blake,  Texas. 
Freeman  Bery,  Jr.,  B.  I. 
T.  R.  Blackwood,  N.  J. 
Jedediah  M.  Barton,  Mass. 
William  II.  Crow,  Del. 
A.  V.  Chalker,  N.  J. 
Samuel  H.  Colburn,  Va. 
Thomas  S.  Dunning,  Del. 
Olin  M.  Drake,  Mass. 
Silas  B.  Dickerman,  N.  H. 
E.  H.  Eisenbrey,  Pa. 
Moses  M.  Frye,  N.  Y. 
Geoge  Tyler  Flanders,  Vt. 
Richard  Gardiner,  Jr.,  N.  J. 
William  C.  tioodno,  Pa. 

AsaS.  Gftskill,  K.  J. 

Alfred  K.  Hills,  Maes. 

Jacob  Iszard,  N.J. 

Samuel  Kennedy,  Pa. 

Eugene  F.  Hoyt,  N.  Y. 

Randal  M.  Lytle,  M.  D.,  Tenn. 


Henry  M.  Lewis,  Nevada. 
Charles  A.  K.  Moore,  Virginia. 
Robt.  L.  Mclntire,  Pa. 
Joseph  A.  Moke,  Prussia. 
Harry  P.  Mera,  M.  D.,  N.  Y. 
John  Nottingham,  N.  J. 
Trimble  Pratt,  Pa. 
Nelson  A.  Pennoyer,  Wis. 
George  W.Parker,  Pa. 

Charles  W.  Perkins,  N.  J. 
Amos  A.  Both,  Pa. 
Joseph  M.  Rotzell,  Pa. 

Wm.  Benj.  Reynolds,  Pa. 

Benjamin  F.  Reich,  M.  D.,  Pa 

Hyland  W.  Rice,  111. 

George  H.  Romig,  Pa. 

Richard  Schulz,  Germany. 

Blhanan  Z.  Sch  mucker,  Pa. 

Charles  M.  Savage,  Ohio. 

George  R.  Spooner,  Maes. 

Wm.  G.  Taylor,  Pa. 

Eugene  C.  Thompson,  Ohio. 

Jeptha  W.  Tatem,  N.  J. 
John  C.  Slay,  Del. 

Total « 


Special  Degrees — James  II.  Patton  of  llichmond,  Va. 
Honorary  Degrees— Carroll  Dunham,  M.  D.,  New  York ; 
F.  Allen,  M.  D.,  New  York.  G. 


Correspondence. 


A  Ft.VE  OPEHIXG  FOIl  A  HOMMtPATJlft    I'll:   ! 

liotrvAB,  Mo.,  March  6th,  1870, 
William  Tod  Hdmulh,  M.  I).,  Editor  of  the  Western  Jfaii'.ropall 
Observer,  Si.  Louis : 
DiahSir— By  the  death  of  Dr.  John  C.KoJrnft,  late  of  tl 
place,  we  are  left  -without  a  homreopathic  physician,  ami  tl 
patrons  of  the  art  are  desirous  of  having  another  locate  araoi 
ns,  and  therefore  call  upon  you,  through  the  means  of  yo: 
acquaintance  with  the  profession,  or  through  your  journal. 
aid  us  in  getting  a  good  homoeopath  to  locate  here.  We  in 
the  opinion  that  the  practice  hero  will  support  a  first  cla 
physician.  Our  town  contains  a  population  of  from  eight  In 
dred  to  ono  thousand  ;  is  the  county  scat;  is  rapidly  improving 
is  located  on  the  line  of  araihoad,  the  work  of  construction  c 
which  is  commenced,  and  a  reasonable  expectation  that  it  wi 
be  completed  to  this  place  within  two  years — some  say  01 
year  will  see  its  completion.  The  county  is  large  and  populou 
and  Dr.  Nodruft  has,  by  his  success  in  practice,  so  far  pioneer* 
and  introduced  the  practice,  that  the  people  are  generally  W 
informed  of  its  characteristics,  and  the  war  of  objection  tin 
generally  follows  upon  the  introduction  of  anything  now  i 
improving,  has  been  iought,  and  terminated  favorably,  ao  thi 
the  new  physician  would  not  have  all  the  difficulties  of  enoOHl 
tering  tho  ignorance  and  prejudices  of  the  people  and  of  tl; 
physicians  of  the  old  school,  that  one  would  moot  in  introduciu 
tho  practice  for  the  first  time.  There  arc  such  a  number  < 
families  in  town  and  the  county  near  about,    who  will    not  en 
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ploy  any  other  physician  if  they  can  procure  the  services  of  a 
homoeopath,  that  a  man  might  safety  calculate  upon  a  living 
practice  from  the  commencement. 

1  will  take  pleasure  in  answering  all  inquiries  addressed  to 
me  by  persons  entertaining  the  idea  of  locating  here,  hut  would 
advise  them  to  come  immediately.  A  good  deal  depends  upon 
getting  a  good  start.  The  small  pox  prevails  here  to  some  ex- 
tent, in  a  mild  form,  and  a  physician  should  come  prepared  to 
meet  that  diseases,  if  he  comes  soon.  There  is  now  no  homreo- 
pathio  remedies  here  suitable  for  treating  that  disease. 
Yours  respectfully, 

W.  Galland. 


General  News. 


G-.  H.  Morrill,  M.  D.,  St.  Loots,  Editor. 


The  average  weight  anil  height  gf  uinn  is  taken  from  the  records  of  different  Cni- 
vertities :  Those  of  Harvard  and  Yale,  as  recorded  by  Dr.  Gould,  are,  height  5,966 
feet,  weight  139,000  pounds;  thoie  of  Oxford  University,  England,  u  recorded  by  A. 
Haclsren,  height  5,825  feet,  weight  132,070  pounds;  those  ef  Amherst  College,  in- 
cluding all  members  from  1881  to  1859,  height  5,051  feet,  weight  130,495  pound!. 

The  Legislature  of  the  United  States  of  Columbia,  South  America,  hare  decreed 
that  in  every  charity  bospital,  one  ward  should  be  under  homoeopathla  treatment, 
if  ineh  physicians  reside  in  the  vicinity.  All  persona  who  desire  such  homoeopathic 
treatment,  or  those  considered  incurable  by  allopathic  treatment,  shall  be  admitted 

Ificac  in  VomriKB. — The  Practitioner  oalle  for  more  evidence  in  regard  to  the 
action  of  small  doses  of  ipecacuanha  in  arresting  obstinate  vomiting.  We  recom- 
mend the  editor  to  read  our  provlngs  of  the  drug. 

Poison  us  it  Cibbolic  Acid. — Dr.  J.  15.  Tinkham  gives  the  following  as  the 
arosl  symptoms  from  poisoning  by  this  add.  After  ita  absorption,  It  acts  directly 
epon  the  nervous  centres,  causing  headache,  giddiness,  trembling,  convulsions,  inseu  - 
fibility,    tetorous  breathing,  contracted  or  dilated  pupils,  rapid    intermittent  pulse, 


eieeieir-o  prostration  and  death.    The  srface  of  the  body  is  genen 
in  eold  perspiration. 

C»ds«i  or  Cons d mpt i  ox.— One-eighth  part  ut'  the  whole  mortality  in  Engl» 
'luo  to  phthisis,  Llero.thoreforo,  the  acquisition  of  any  knowledge  that  will  inc 
our  powers  of  pre  von  ti  on  is  of  the  greatest  value.  Now,  there  are  three  well  a 
nuse.",  more  or  loan  ruiuovul.lt,  which  direct!;  lend   to  the   development  of  phi 

First  tbediseaie  i*  produced l)j  'unwholesome lition*  of  in 

the  manufacturing  districts  this  cause,  whi'di  i-  [■urtfjr  proven  table  by  taw,  pro 
a  marked  effect  upon  the  death-rate  fiom  consumption.  Second,  it  is  a  well  < 
lisped  fact  that  dtmpness  of  toil  is  a  curoinon  cause  or  phthisis  to  the  population 
upon  it.  The  denlh-ruto  by  thii  disease  in  ten  towns  fell  on  no  average  35  per 
after  improved  land  drainage.  Lastly,  phthisis  is  more  or  less  .hereditary,  I 
especially  apt  to  appeal  in  children  born  of  paranbj  suffering  at  ihe  tiioe  fruiii  t 
lie.  Here  there  Is  another  prevetitahto  cause  of  the  disease.  It  would,  no  don 
impossible  in  the  present  state  of  public  feeling  lo  legislate  with  a  view  to  pr 
the  marriage  of  tubereolom  persons,  but  we  cannot  deny  thnt  there  i«  amoral  o 
tion  upon  orery  one  ao  i.tirrum.-ianccd  nut  to  marry. 


(.'oLoni.ua  poll  Comsu yi'TtVKs,.— Colnrndu  is  recommended  for  consumptive; 
only  in  summer,  but  in  winter,  as  the  season  is  declared  to  bo  far  more  Save 
than  in  the  East.  Denver  City  stand?  ut  an  elevation  nearly  as  great  at 
<<f  Mount  Washington,  or  any  higher  point,  if  there  la  one,  ia  the  * 
Mountain  Range.  The  rare  and  dry  air  of  Denver  is  asserted  to  be  a  nearly  ii 
hie  spec ili o  for  cases  of  incipient  consumption.  During  the  p;ist  summer  eto« 
I'onsumptive  people  have  visited  Colorado,  some  of  them  deriving  great  benefit  I 
from;  while  others  who  were  so  far  gone  as  to  make  going  so  far  quite  suporll 

Denver)  at  once  beneficial. 


Nix  Vomica  u  Delimit  Tumivn-.  —  i>r.  Den  tun 
niaked  delirium  tremens  successfully  treated  by  live  or  te 
eui  vomica,  repeated  every  four  hours. 

Is  not  this  tending  towards  homoeopathy  [ 


n  doses  of  tin.  ii 


iui  is  L'stLoHoroHM  AcoiUKXTS.— t>r.  Baillie,  surgeon  to  the  Calcutta  N'atiie 
pital,  states  that  in  eases  of  syncope  from  inhalation  of  too  large  a  rjuautily  of 
reform,  there  is  no  meant  upon  which  he  should  more  rely  to  restore  the  uaorti 
of  respiration  than  the  introduction  of  u  good  sited  lump  ofioo  into  the  r* 
This  is  much  more  easily  effected  than  one  would  suppose;  a  little  pressure  wil 
ice  being  made  over  the  sphincter  causes  it  to  relax,  and  the  ica  slips  in,  full 
almost  instantaneously  by  a  prolonged  inspiration,  the  pereursor  of  natural  brea 
•nd  restoration  ol  the  heart's  action.  This  measure,  with  but  a  small  bit  01 
-Tould  doubtless,  answ.r  equally  well  with  still-born  children— [Medic*]  Newi 


Obituary. 


EDWARD  CASPAR!,  M.  D. 


Died,  at  his  hydropathic  establishment, 
ley,  Kentuoky,  on  the  Sth  day  of  March,  1 


ick  Spring  Water  Cure,"  Pervee  V.il- 
EdwiirJ   Caspari,    M.    D.,  aged   61 


Dr.  Caspar!  was  a  native  of  Prussia,  and  came  to  this  country  in  the  earliest  day* 
t>f  homoeopathy.  He  attended  the  first  course  of  lectures  at  the  first  hotnrEopalbic 
college  la  our  country,  started  at  Allen  town,  Pa.,  under  the  auspices  of  such  pioneer; 
u  Jiering,  Wessolhoeft,  and  their  colleagues,  and  graduated  in  the  first  class.  He 
was  a  student  of  Dr.  Hering's,  by  whose  advice,  he  supported  himself  during 
the  progress  of  bis  studies,  by  preparing  those  homoeopathic  remedies  which  were 
then  known  to  our  school,  and  which  had  previously  been  procured  exclusively  from 
the  old  country,  he  has,  therefore,  the  honor  of  having  been  the  first  to  to  prepare 
"iir  remedies  in  this  country. 

After  graduating,  the  doctor  located  in  Norfolk,  Virginia,  where  be  practiced  sev- 
eral years  suoeesfnlly.  He  then  spent  a  few  years  practicing  in  the  Western  Re- 
serve, in  Ohio,  and  finally  located  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  in  1846.  He  wax  a 
practitioner  for  twenty-four  years  in  Louisville.  In  188T  he  formed  the  idea  of- 
building  an  establishment  near  Louisville,  where  he  could  use  homeopathy  and 
hydropathy  together,  and  in  the  furtherance  of  this  idea,  bonght  a  large  tract  of 
land  about  sixteen  miles  from  Louisville,  and  commenced  his  preparations.  Having 
associated  with  him  in  hla  city  practice,  Dr.  Charles  W.  Breyfogle,  he  devoted  much 
time  to  his  Cure,  and  daring  the  past  summer,  his  establishment  w«s  crowded  with 
those  seeking  his  aid.  In  consequence,  be  sold  his  portion  of  his  city  practice  to  Dr 
W.  L.  Breyfogle,  (brother  of  his  partner),  and  invested  all  his  means  in  the  en- 
largement of  his  Cure.  His  arrangements,  we  might  say  the  longings  of  hie  whole 
Ufa,  were  almost  completed,  when  death  removed  him  from  us.  After  three  days 
illness  from  pneumonia,  typhoid  symptoms  appeared,  and  in  the  brief  space  of  sii 
aayi  front  the  time  of  the  first  attack,  deatb  ended  his  sufferings. 

Thus  left  us  a  great  and  truly  good  man,  whom  not  only  his  patients  and  friends, 
but  the  whole  profession  will  mourn. 

Naturally  diffident,  be  has  not  urged  bis  claims  to  high  rank  in  the  profession 
but  that  position  will  be  accorded  to  him  byjall  who  knew  him,  and  oft  and  tenderly 
■ill  his  name  be  whispered  by  those  who  have  felt  the  benefits  of  his  companionship 
•ad  gentle  care.  W.  L.  B. 


Publications  Received. 

THE  DIPLOMA  TRADE. 


In  the  last  number  of  the  Philadelphia  "Unlverritj  Journal  nf  lledicias  ■< 
Surgery,"  we  Hod  an  affidavit  of  two  medical  students  who  were  endeavoru 
to  ferret  out  the  rascally  business  of  diploma  brokerage,  in  which  one  of  tb« 
inquires  whether  he  could  purchase  a  parchment  from  a  hoiunsopathic  schoi 
The  broker  slaltd  lie  could  furnish  one,  but  in  looking  over  bis  wares,  inform 
ihetn  that  he  had  sent  the  last  one,  on  hand,  to  New  York,  a  fen  days  previoi 
but  requested  the  applicants  to  call  again.  On  their  return,  ''the  doctor  r» 
a  note  received  from  a  hihbcii  of  rnc  facclty  of  the  homoeopathic  collef 
informing  him  that  hia  application  vfould  he  considered  at  the  neit  meeting 
the  Board."  We  cull  attention  to  this,  hecause  we  do  not  believe  that  anv  in 
correspondence  took  place,  ami  that  the  faculty  of  said  college  mat  look  in 
the  matter,  and  publicly  refute  such  published  slander. 

nurhand  upon  men  who  arc  decorated  with  a  paichmeut;  who  have  never  r 
tered  a  medical  college;  have  made  no  dissection,  Iistc  attended  no  hospital* 
and  the  institutions  that  confer  such  degrees  must  be  exposed. 
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MALPJiACTICl':.' 


.  M.,  PROF.  MEDICO  LEGAL  QUESTIONS,  ETC. 


"A  doctor  why  knows  nothing  of  law,  and  a  lawyor  who 
knows  nothing  of  medicine,  are  deficient  in  essential  requisites 
of  their  respective  professions."  Thus  tersely  does  the  author 
i>f  the  "  Forum"  express  a  most  important  truth.  Yet  few 
medical  students  devote  any  time  to  tho  study  ot  law ;  and  the 
principles  of  medical  science  receive  scarce  a  thoogbt  from  the 
candidate  for  the  bar.  When,  therefore,  a  practitioner  in  either 
of  these  professions  is  brought  face  to  face  with  an  occasion  re- 
quiring a  knowledge  peculiar  to  (he  calling  of  the  other,  the 
deficiency  is  sadly  felt.  With  no  preparation,  or  such  only  as 
a  cursory  examination  can  afford,  be  goes  blindly  on  risking 
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his  own  reputation,  and  jeopardizing  important  interests. 

The  reasons  (or  the  almost  universal  neglect,  nf  the  study  of  Med 
iu.il  Jurisprudence  are  obvious  and  various.     In  the  first  place 
the  legal  ami  medical  profesaionsareeeBentiatly  distinct.     Tb*j 
are  distinct  in  tho  objects  of  study,  in  the  methods  of  study,  ii 
the  end  to  bo  secured,  in  the  qualities  o(*  body  and  mind  oeOM 
sary  for  their  successful  pursuit.      In  themselves  considere 
ihey  have  nothing  in  common.     The  one  has  to  do  n 
with  man's  actions,  hi*  motives,  his  relations  to  those  about  him 
:  i  his  family,  to  his  neighbor,  to  his  business  associates,  lo  tin 
general  public,  to  the  government.     The  domain  of  the  oilier  b 
tho  physical  organization,  and  If  it  steps  outside  of 
only  to  nolo  tho  effects  of  men's  habits,  their  mental 
status,  and  their  actions  upon  the  functions  of  tln>  body.     If  tan 
and  medicine  aro  ever  bought  face  to  face,  it  is  on 
both  have  to  do  with  men  ;  ami  all  that  makes  up  the 
•■wonderfully  interwoven,  tho  physical  with  tho  mental,  and  botfa 
with  the  spiritual,  that  tho  lawyer  and   the  doctor  i 
tlicir  respectivo  spheres  overlapping       Hut  since  these  two  pro- 
fessions are  so  easontially  distinct,    the  student  of    ant  rarely 
turns  his  attention  to  tho  othor.     The  student  of  law    opening 
to  the  iirst  page  of  ltlae:<stonc,  sees  before  him  a  field  vast  be- 
yond '''inception — a  field  whose  bounds  ever  recede    i 
vuuees.     Time    and   energy  will    fail    before  he  can  explore  it. 
iSo  with  the  medical  student.     Tho  prize  for  which  he  strives  is 
more  and  more  alluring  as  it  soems  to  elude  his  grasp, 
goal  at  which  he  aims  grows  ever  more  attractive  as  its  attain- 
ment becomes  more  difficult.     It  is  not  surprising  then  that  the 
young  man  in  either  case  should  I'eel  it  to  be  almost  sacrilege  10 
turn  aside    from  his  Itfo's  work   to  gain  of  another  scieuce   a 
knowledge  so  imperfect  as  to  be  but  a  smattering.     Happy  i* 
he  if  ho  does  not  become  so  much  ongrosaed  in  the  ono  line  of 
study  as  to  BSgleei   even  such  general  reading  as  is  requsito  to 
maintain  a  mental  symmetry. 

But  if  tho  physician  or  the  luwyor  does  undertake  to  acquire 
BUCh  knowledge  of  the  sister  profession  as  will  enable  him  bo 
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timet  the  exingencios  which  may  arise,  he  is  mot  at  the  vary 
threshold  by  a  most  serious  difficulty.  He  looks  in  vain  ior  the 
necessary  text  books.  The  student  of  law  cannot  stop  to  mas- 
ter physiology  and  anatomy,  or  to  explore  the  secrets  of  chem- 
istry and  toxicology.  Much  less  can  this  be  done  by  the  lawyer 
in  the  full  tide  of  practice.  Yet  a  profitable  study  of  the  works 
mi  Medical  Jurisprudence  requires  this.  So  the  medical  stndcnt 
or  practitioner  cannot  wade  through  Kent's  Commentaries, 
Wharton  on  Criminal  Law  and  Green  leaf  on  Evidence.  But 
unless  he  does  this,  I  scarcely  know  what  books  he  will  read  on 
these  subjects.  For,  with  hardly  an  exception,  tho  works' on 
general  Medical  Jurisprudence  tell  a  physician  but  little  that  ho 
does  not  already  know,  and  tells  a  lawyer  somueh,  that  he  must, 
he  thoroughly  conversant  with  tho  science  of  medicine  to  un- 
derstand it  at  all.* 

And  in  appearing  before  you,  gentlemen,  I  myself  labor  un*' 
ilev  no  little  ombarassment.  I  must,  in  speaking  on  Medical 
Jurisprudence,  talk  understanding^  about  poisons  and  their 
effects,  wounds,  cuts,  bruises  and  fractures,  amputations  and 
resections,  surgical  operations,  abortions  and  feticides,  and  the 
diseases  and  operations  arising  in  the  daily  practice  of  the  phy- 
sician. Yet  I  might  well  sit  at  your  feet  and  learn  of  these 
things.  Often,  I  fear,  shall  I  mispronounce  tho  shiboleth.  Still) 
however  thorough  may  be  your  knowledge  of  these  subjects' 
however  lucidly  you  may  he  able  to  discourse  upon  them  amon" 
yourselves,  there  is  a  stage  upon  which  you  may  be  called  to 
appear,  where  all  will  be  strange,  and  where  you  may  be  utterly 
at  a  loss  to  make  practical  use  of  the  knowledge  you  have  ac- 
quired. To  talk  within  the  quiot  of  college  walls  on  the  mys- 
teries of  your  art,  to  search  out  the  hidden  secrets  of  anatomy  at 
T,be  dissecting  table,  is  a  pleasurable  employment;  but  to  explain 
to  an  inexperienced,  probably  an  ignorant  jury,  the  se  abstruse 
principles,  or  to  ferret  out  before  the  coroner  or  in  the  Court  of 
Criminal  Jurisdiction  the  cause  of  death,  is  a  task  both  difficult 
and  delicate.      And  what  will,  add  to  tho  difficulty,  is  tho  fact 
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that  you  on  not  allowed  to  imparl   your 

careless  freedom  of  the  class  room,  but  are 


n formation  with  Lh< 
:  hedged  around  an 
stopped  at  almost  every  tarn  by  rigorous  technical  n 

It  is  to  do  what  in  mo  lies  in  the  brief  time  allotted  i 
you  in  these  trying   experiences    of  the  physician**  life, 
direct  you    in    the   paths  of   enquiry  that  I  enter  ■■■ 
lectures  un   .Medical  Jurisprudence. 

The  subject  presents  two  different  aspect 
sieian  in  his  relation  to  his  patient — the  duties  he  OW 
and  their  reciprocal  obligations  to  him. 

Second.   The  physician  in  his  relation  to  the   pltbllt — how  li 
is  i'S  use  his  professional  knowledge   for  the  furlherai 
(ice;  and  this  again  is  naturally  divided  into 

A.   Cues    arising   between    individual    and    individual  —  OJ 
whan  the  object  is  to  secure  a  private  right. 

li.  Cases  arising   between  an   individual   and  ihe    public— 01 
where  the  object  is  to  redress  a  public  wrong — populai 
iiiu,  to  punish  crime. 

[propose   in  this   leotire   to  consider  the   lirsi   of  I    e 
relation  of  the  physician  or  surgeon  to  his  patients  ;  though  it 
treating  of  this,   1   must    necessarily  trench    more  or  less  tt pel 
both  divisions  of  thsaeoood  branch  of  the  subject. 

The  relative   rights  of  physician    and    patienl    give    riiM   li 

questions  ol  groat  i sequence  to  the  members  of  the  medtoo 

profession.  This  lias  become  increasingly  true  of  lute  on  AC 
count  ol  Iho  alarming  prevalence  of  suits  for  malpractice  II 
many  parte  of  tbe  country  these  have  become  so  eomi 

longer  i'i  oxoite  co ant.     A  man  meeis  with  an  accident.    .' 

leg  is  broken  and  badly  oroehed.      The  surgeon  is  hs 
Ol  Ms  arrival  be  hesitates  long  between  the 
save  the  limb  and  [ear  lost  he  may  lose  the    ■ 
is  made -in    ihe  sids    of  humanity,  and  months  ol   anxious  nc 
sedulous    'are    follow.     The   man   finally  ri  e 
nnlfering  to  make  his  way  to  n  Inwyor.     ',', 
.    ■ :,  ■  ■  in  tat  on   ■ .    ■    ■      ■■-■■■    ■:  u 

■  .  : 
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cause  it  is  an  inch  shorter  than  the  other,  or  because  anchylosis 
bas  ensued,  or  because  there  has  been  sloughing  of  the  parts,  01 
because  asore  was  not  healed  in  three  wo  oks  instead  of  as  many 
mouths.  That  this  is  no  overdrawn  statement,  one  or  two  in- 
stances will  show. 

Iiv  Massachusetts  a  woman  cut  her  thumb  while  paring  apples, 
ninkimr  a  slight  incision  from  which  the  blood  oozed  but  did 
not  drop.  Next  day  the  thumb,  band  and  arm  began  to  swell, 
and  the  patient  was  troubled  with  nausea.  A  physician  was 
sent  for  and  began  at  once  to  treat  the  patient  for  felon,  open- 
ing the  thumb,  bathing  the  arm  in  Bugar  of  lead  water,  bin dag 
in.LT,  etc.  The  felon  proved  a  serious  one  and  the  recovery  slow, 
and  the  result  was  a  stiffening  of  the  fingers.  Some  time  after 
her  recovery  she  learned  from  another  physician  that  it  was 
possible  to  recover  damages  from  the  one  who  had  treated  hor 
hand,  and  forthwith  a  suit  was  commenced  and  tho  physician 
was  planted  into  long  and  expensive  litigation.  Tho  plaintiff 
failed  to  obtain  a  judgment,  but  tbo  trouble  and  loss  of  time 
and  money  to  the  physician,  and  tho  injury  to  his  reputation, 
were  most  serious. 

A  surgeon  in  Maine  was  not  so  fortunate.  A  judgment  for 
two  thou«aud  dollars  was  obtained  against  him  because  it  was 
proved  that  an  amputation  made  by  him  would,  as  the  sequel 
showed,  have  been  better  made  two  or  three  inchos  higher  up.  The 
Supreme  Court  in  reviewing  the  case,  observed  that  tho  evi- 
dence went  to  show  that  the  limb  could  not  havo  been  saved  in 
any  eveni,  and  that  the  removal  of  the  thigh  bone,  which  had 
been  subsequently  performed,  could  not  have  been  prevented, 
even  had  the  amputation  been  made  at  a  higher  point.  Yot  the 
Court  refused  to  set  the  verdict  aside  except  on  tho  ground  of 
excess  of  damages ;  and  on  tho  plaintiff  remitting  $500,  affirmed 
the  judgment.  So  th^  surgeon  was  actually  forced  to  pay 
81.500  because  he  didn't  do  that  which  there  was  at  tho  time  no 
reas-.n  to  supposo  ho  ought  to  do,  and  which,  if  he  had  done  it, 
would  have  been  unavailing. 

To  such  an  extent  has  this  practice  grown  of  bringing  civil 
suits  for  malpractice  against  surgeons,  that  in  many  places 
those  members  of  the    profession   who  havo  property  practice 
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It  is  to  do  what  in  me  lies  in  the  brief  time  r  ■"  C08t  of  liliga- 
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.j  ;  especially  did  they  app«- 
..buman  control,  wo  should 
:sml  high-toned  counsel   a>-" 

s,-.[llC80  SULtS. 

,:jo  ignorance  and  prejudi*-"0  of 
'.    :fficu  composing  our  jurie»  ltl' 
. .- .'i'si-s  lo  to  one  of  luxurious  co--° 
,  .j-.'iues,  or  hear  him  speak  a.  to*1*' 
■jts  arc  themselves  accustom  C**  ,l" 
;ht         ".-  rMpu™oinn  comes  in,  feel;*     tll< 
0         *"^„ ■*»*'*  a  le,v  characters  on  ;i  srj  *■'**. 
,       ..  -  ^',^'olorless  liquid  into  a  tumbler  lji*' 
■;{'  „  nwOjle  to  understand  how   he     ll&' 
"ll|i.v**    ril0J"  cal1  »  Burgeon,  witi*c-** 
■■'O'*i-r0|,01'aI'0"'aiid  stiU'c  in  ara^21" 
-^t  j^^  tW°  do!lars-     Let  »  case  be*11''" 
..    ^..j  which  the   party  plaintiff  is  a  p^O' 
^'^;>:jiatoneof  these  rich  monopolists,  jin'' 
"  J'.]  ■-.-.?«'  t0  'oroto11  ln0  verdict.     But  wc»",? 
*j^  :>•*"«  would  he  less  fruitlul  ofharwi- 
^"'i-.i a  w  ,aJ  drtwn  :l'<-  -aw,  a:  d  ibai  whiWi 
_von*s  ri-l.u  ai  J 


^^-.^iast  vcr.il.  t  w..,:;j[,e 
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, arize  himself  v 


till  Ibe  prin- 


"**» 


ofer  to  a  position  in  which  the 

jd  which  ia  especinly,  to  one  of  fine 

issment.    1  refer  to  cases  where  he  is 

ise  of  malpractice.     I  can  scarcely  cou. 

"  ■  -...  ~v~  ordeal  than  this.      Love  for  the  profes- 

j  rot  her  physician,  on  the  one  hand,  and  on 

-'  .  .ation  to  exaggerate  or  to  unduly  depreciate 

.ill  of  the  one  whoso  services  are  undergoing 

r.-  istract  the  mind  and  greatly  diminish  the  chances 

"*■"  dispassionate  judgment 

above  saggestions  you  will  readily  perceive  the  im- 

.1'  knowing  what  degree  of  professional  skill  the  law 

,  what  degree  of  cafe  must  he  exercised,  what  amount 

ligeneo  will  create  liability,  and  what  circumstances  will 

.iish  or  entirely  obviate  it. 

A  professional  man,  whether  lawyer  or  doctor,  does  not  guar- 

ntee  success.     The  lawyer  does  not  guarantee  that  his  client 

hall  in  any  event  wiii  hij  case,  nor  the  doctor  that  his  patient 

shall  certainly  recover.     I  do  not  mean  that  they  cannot  make 

their  iocs  dependent  upon  aauccessful  issue  of  the  case  they  may 

charge.  A  man  may  make  any  contract  ho  pleases,  pro- 


take  i 


vided  it  is  not  against  public  policy  or  good  morals — conirn 
bonoimorrs.  And  if  ho  sees  fit  to  agroo  that  he  will  charge- 
nothing  unless  success  cr»wns  his  efforts,  he  is  certainly  hound 
by  such  an  agreement.  In  such  ease  ho  can  recover  nothing 
if  he  fails,  oven  though  his  want  of  success  is  due  to  causes  over 
which  ho  had  no  control ,  even  though  circumstances  should 
make  success  an  impossibility.  For  it  was  his  own  fault  not  to 
have  guarded  against  such  contingencies.  It  would  form  an  ex- 
ception to  this  rule,  if  the  failure  arose  from  the  wilful  act  of 
the  client  or  patient.  If  the  lawyer  or  doctor  could  show  that 
but  for  tho  wrongful  act  of  the  party  himself  he  would  have 
gained  the  case  or  effected  the  cure,  he  would  bo  entitled  to  re- 
cover  at  least  what  his  serviees  arc  worth. 

But  the  professional  man,  by  tho  mere  fact  of  employment, 
never  guarantees  success  in  that  senso  which  would,  in  ease  of 
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failure,  make  him  liable  to  an  action  for  malpractice.  To  a 
the  language  of  Chief  Justice  Tindal,  "A  surgeon  does  not  b 
come  an  actual  insurer."*  He  is  never  lo  bo  tried  by  tho  even 

A  person  who  offers  his  services  to  the  community  gene  rail 
or  to  any  individual,  ior  employment,  in  any  professional  cap* 
ity,  contracts  with  his  employer 

Ii  That  he  poscsses  ordinary  skil!,and  knowledge  required 
the  business  or  employment  which  he  undertakes.  The  genet 
rule  which  tippling  to  mechanics,  builders,  shipmaster*,  en; 
nerra,  etc.,  is  that  he  who  undertakes  for  a  reward  to  perfor 
any  work,  is  bound  to  use  a  degree  of  diligonoe,  attention  ai 
skill  adequate  to  the  performance  of  his  undertaking;  i.  e.  to. 
it  according  to  the  rules  of  his  art;  ipandetperitiim  artit.  If  i 
undertake  to  do  a  thing  for  which  lie  has  not  soffioienl 
tails,  he  is  at  fault.  The  niaxim  then  applies,  imperii™  culp 
annvmeratw  ;  for  ignorance  as  for  negligence  he  il  responsibl 
The  same  rule  applies  to  tho  professional  man.  Ho  must  h:r 
that  degreo  of  learning  and  skill,  which,  to  n-v.  the  language 
Judge  Bell,  of  New  Hampshire,  "  is  ordinarily  possessed  by  tl 
professors  of  tlie  same  art  or  science,  and  which  i*  onlinaril 
regarded  by  the  community  and  by  those  conversant  with  th: 
employment,  as  necessary  and  sufficient  to  qualify  htm  to  e: 
gage  in  such  business."  f  Ho  does  not  engage  for  soy  extrao 
dinary  skill,  anlesa  by  special  contract  or  guaranty  to  that  ■; 
Find)  C  J.,  "Every  person  who  enti 
I  profession  undertakes  to  bring  to  tho  oxerciae  of  it 
reasonable  degree  of  care  and  skill.  He  does  uot  undertake 
be  is  an  attorney  that  at  all  events  you  shall  gain 
nor  doae  a  Burgeon  andartako  that  be  will  perform  a  our*  ;  w 
does  he  undertake   to  use  the  highest  possible  degree  of  ekil 

...  have  higher  education  S 
advantages  than  in  lias.     Hut  he  nndertali 
reasonable  -kill."J 

It  tollows  thai  differing  eirco 


■■   il 
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of  skill  required.  A  man  practicing  in  a  sparsely  settled  country 
district,  where  his  opportunities  for  improvement  are  small, 
and  where  high  attainments  would  not  bo  properly  rewarded, 
cannot  bo  expected  to  possess  skill  equal  to  one  whose  practice 
13  in  a  populous  city,  whore  every  opportunity  for  improvement 
surrounds  him,  and  where  the  exercise  of  his'skill  is  amply  re- 
munerated. In  each  case  tho  professional  man  must  bo  master 
of  that  degree  of  knowledge  which  is  reasonably  within  his 
reach ;  unless  ho  pretends  to  more.  For  in  that  case  his  liabil- 
ity would  be  measured  by  Ins  pretensions.  But  it  is  not  sufti' 
dent  that  he  be  up  to  the  standard  of  the  members  of  the  pro- 
k's-ion  and  the  best  schools  of  a  quafter  of  a  century  ago.  Es- 
pecially, gentlemen,  does  this  apply  to  the  student  of  homoeo- 
pathy. The  very  air  of  the  homoeopathic  school  is  filled  with 
progress — it  is  its  life.  It  may  do  for  one  of  the  old  school  to 
plead  that  the  drugs  which  now  fill  his  case  were  the  standard 
medicines  twenty-five  years  ago;  that  the  practice  he  follows  has 
I'oen  lor  fifty  years  considered  the  host.  But  for  a  disciple  of 
Hahnemann  to  defend  his  treatment,  simply  because  Hahne- 
mann so  treated  the  same  diseaso,  or  to  insist  that  the  remedies 
used  were  tho  proper  ones,  because  tho  physcians  who  lived  at 
the  dawn  of  tho  homoeopathic  day  used  them,  or  because  they 
were  the  best  ten  years  ago,  ought  to  bring  the  blush  to  his 
cheek,  and  brand  him  as  an  unworthy  follower  of  a  most  wor- 
thy leader. 

There  is,  however,  in  the  caso  of  tho  physician  and  surgeon 
an  clement  which  must  always  to  somo  extent  modify  his  lia- 
I'ility,  or,  more  properly  speaking,  which  must  always  bo  consid- 
ered in  determining  the  degree  of  skill  which  ho  has  exercised 
in  any  given  case;  and  which  distinguishes  his  liability  from 
•hat  of  tho  artist,  and  to  some  extent  from  that  of  any  other 
[■I'oii'ssional  man.  I  take  a.  piece  of  marble  to  a  sculptor  and 
r.o  agrees  to  fashion  therefrom  a  statue  after  a  certain  model  '> 
if  he  fails  ho  is  responsible.  So  if  I  employ  a  builder  to  erect 
fiw  me  a  house,  and  ho  fails  to  build  it  according  to  his  agree- 
ment ;or  if  I  engage  a  lawyer  to  foreclose-  a  mortgage  for  me. 
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and  I  softer  loss  thereby.     In  all  these 

certain  that  with  the  exercise  of  proper  skill   : 

dertaking  will  bo  successful I3-  consummated.     The  junv  wl 

1  employ  has  but  to  apply  to  inanimate  mat: 

tacts,  U10  theoretical  knowledge  of'his  trade  or 

the  physician  has  not  merely  this  to    do.       Ha 

against  a  host  of  powerful  and  general); 

as  want  of  vital  force,  habit  of  life,  hcreililar . 

mental  condition,  nursing,  etc.,  etc.     Such  influence.-  aw 

cult,  and  no  human  Ibivsiiilit.  is   able    to  anticipate  them  h 

they  have  completely  deranged,  and  materially  interfered, 

bringing  about  altogether  a  different  result  from 

ly  depended  upon." 

Often  have  we  scon  comrades  leave   the   bol 
wounded,  and  while  expe'.-ting  daily  to  greet  them  on  tuei 
turn  to  duty,  boen  stunned  with  the  new-  of   their  death, 
influences  of  long  and  weary  marches,  impropi 
sleep,  of  breathing  the  baneful  malaria,  of  stiff 
homo  and  friends,  have  baftlcd  the  efforts    of  the  most  sk 
surgeons,  ami  death  has  gained  by  strategy  what  at  (axled  1 
.in'.-  on  direct  attack.     Unless  due  wciglil  is  ^iven  m  tlie  ■- 

influences  upon  the  patient,  the  physl 
hold  to  a  liability  far  beyond  that  which  he  justly  incurs. 

In  Ohio*  an  action  was  brought    against    one    FhomgB 
physician  and  surgeon,  for  nnskillfully  setting   the    lag  oi' 
Gallaher,  which  bad  been  broken.    Thompson  attended  U 
duccd  the  limb,  but  in  llie  euro  the    ankle  join 
lose,  and  the  toot  turned  in  so  that  in  walking  the  weight  I 
body  fell  on  the  outer  side  of  the  foot,  near  the 
ioe.     There  was  much  evidence  as  to  the  kind  of  irc;itiiK-i 
stowed  upon  the  limb,  some  approving  mid  0 
The  complaint  was    brought  solely  on  the  :. 
treatment. 

In  reference  to  failure  to  cure,  the  Court  Bfiid, 
to  be  done  depends  upon  the  skill  of  the  open 

•  aattilut  un-i  "if*  v.  nwwpun.wrfgin't  vvp.  to;. 
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law  will  imply  an  engagement  to  use  that  skill,  and  to  produce . 
the  desired  result,  from  the  employment  of  one  professing  it 
f.uil  holding  himsolf  up  to- the  world  as  having  it.  Where  tho 
result  desired,  as  the  cure  in  the  case  before  us,  depends  both 
upon  skill  and  the  use  of  moans  and  the  influence  of  Other 
causes,  the  law  raises  no  such  implied  engagement.  The  re- 
laiuer  of  a  physician  obliges  him  to  the  employment  of  ordi- 
nary medical  skill  in  the  treatment  of  the  patient ;  the  euro  is 
not  with  him,  bat  is  dependent  upon  the  constitution  of  the  pa- 
tient, and  the  influence  of  causes  beyond  the  control  of  the  phy- 
sician. The  surgeon  called  to  a  patient  with  a  broken  or  dislo- 
cated limb,  and  operating,  impliodly  engage  the  ordinary  skill 
of  the  profession  in  adjusting  the  fractured  bono,  or  reducing 
tiie  dislocation  and  the  subsequent  treatment  of  the  patient 
while  he  attends;  these  depend  upon  himself.  He  is  not  sup- 
posed to  engago  lo  euro  or  to  insure  a  recovery,  becanse  a  euro 
depends  not  upon  him." 

II.  But  not  only  do  the  physician  and  the  surgeon  contract 
liiat  they  possess  ordinary  skill  and  knowledge,  hut  they,  in  the 
second  place,  contract  that  they  will  use  reasonable  and  ordina- 
ry care  and  diligence  in  the  exertion  of  his  skill  and  the  appli- 
cation of  his  knowledge  in  the  conduct  of  the  case  which  ho  un- 
'>]'tu];{!s.  He  agrees  to  use  in  bis  employment  such  care  and 
diligence  as  men  of  common  care  and  prudonce  use  in  their  own 
Usinoss.  Ofcourseitis  difficult  to  state  just  what  dogree  of 
'■are  this  is.  That  caro  which  in  one  kind  of  occupation  would  he 
very  high  in  degree,  might  if  exerted  in  other  kinds,  be  gross 
negligence.  That  which  would  he  proper  care  in  laying  up  a 
rough  stono  wall  which  was  to  serve  simply  to  keep  the  roving 
cattle  from  trespassing  upon  a  man's  cornfields,  would  bo  groM 
negligence  if  exorcised  i'n  laying  the  foundation  of  a  largo  and 
'  ustly  edifice.  Some  of  the  cases  havo  seemingly  gone  to  the 
kngth  of  holding  that  the  doctor  is  not  liable  except  in  a  case 
of  gross  negligence  or  manifest  fault — crassn  nct/liycn'ia  or  late, 
f-iljin.  Perhaps,  however,  the  most  that  is  held  in  these  casen 
•s  that  the  professional  man  is    not  bound  any  more  than  any 


other  man  to  Uio  exorcise  of  extraordiary  en,-,:. 
care  as  a  prudent  man  would  exorcise  about  such 
not  sufficient  that  he  exerciser  the  sit  me  caro  for  another  tli 
himself  would  oxercisc  on  himself.     Por  ho  may  be  a  very  i 
loss  mini  in  caring  for  himself.     The  standard  is  that  of  tU< 
dinary   on  re  of  an   ordinarily  prudent    man.     In   Godcfrc 
Dullon,  *  which  wits  .-in  action  against  an  attorn 
gently    conducting  a  catiso   that  the  plaiotifl 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Tindal  said,   "It  would  bo  extremely 
cult  to  define  the  exact  limit  by  which  the  skill  and   dilii. 
which  an  attorney  undertake  to  furnish  in  the  conduct 
cause    is    bounded;    or   to  trace  precisely  the  dividing  lint 
tween  that  reasonable  skill  an  J  diligence  which  appears  tc 
i.-ijy  li:-   undertaking;  and  thaL  cntssa    ne/HgeiUia  or  lufn  i 
mentioned  in  some  of  the  case-,  for  which  he  is  aodecbttdj 
sponsible.*' 

Purves  v.  Landed  J  was  also  an  notion  against  mi  attoi 
and  was:  brought  for  wrongfully  ami  negligently  advising 
the  plaintiff,  whereby  he-was  put  to  great  exp 
damaged  in  the  sum  of  several  hundred  pounds.  The  citsu 
carried  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  Lord  Brougham,  in  Dpi 
u-ed  this  language  :  "His  oftlio  very  essence  of  tni»fl 
that  there  should  be  a  negligonc  ;  of  a  crass   des    ■ 

lb 
that  the  man  who  h     im  Lei-    '■■  n  to   ■  irform    hod 
torney,  or  of  a  surgeon,  or  an  upOLhooary  fa.s  i '. 
should  have   under!  ikon   to  perform  a  duty    ■ 
which  ho  was  very  ill  qualified,  or,  if  not   ill 
10  negligently  die  char; 
him  of  the  bonefit  which  ho  i. 
right  to  expect  from  the  aei 
!  1 1.   Lastly,  although,  parii 

surgeon  should  ext 
'■.-.  '  ■  ■  . 


I  a.  md  ;-.  mi. 
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man  stipulates  to  use  his  best  judgment  in  the  conduct  of  his 
cases.    Absolute  freedom  from  errors  of  judgment  is  never  con- 
tacted for  by  tbo  lawyer  or  the  doctor.     If  I  go  to  an  attorney 
for  counseJ,  and  he,  possessing  the  ordinary  knowledge  mid 
'kill  of  his  profession  advise  rae  to  a  course  which  leads  to  dis- 
aster and  involves  me  in  great  pecuniary  loss — a  course  which 
!v  himself  may  when  too  late  perceive  to  be  the  wrong  one, — 
It  may  bo,  too,  one  tint  other  attorneys  would  have  advised  me 
not  ti  take, — still  if  thero  were  reasonable  grounds  for  a  differ- 
nee  of  opinion/and  if  the  advice  was  given  not  through  careless- 
ness and  negligence,  but  through  an  honest  error  of  judgment 
he  is  not  liable  to  respond  in  damages.     So  if  a  surgeon  brings 
upon  his  patient  suffering  and  deformity,  not  through  ignorance 
"i' principles  with  which  he    ought  to  have  been  familiar,  not 
ihrough  remissness  and  inattention,  but  from  a  mistake  of  judg- 
ment as  to  which  of  two  courses  ho  ought  to  take,  no  action  lies 
against  thorn.     This  supposes   what  I  have  already  mentioned' 
that  he  possesses  that  degree  of  knowledge  and  skill  which  is 
ordinarily  possessed  by  those  following  the  same  profession. 
And  thero  aro  certain  things   which  us  fixed  facts  the  lawyer 
Mil  the  doctor  are  supposed  to  know,  ignorance  of  which  is  in. 
"xe us able  ;  and  an  error  arising  from  a  want  of  this  knowledge 
cannot  be  classed  as  an  error  of  judgment.     For  example,   the 
lawyer  is  presumed   to   know    the  statute  laws  of  the  United 
^tatos  and  of  his  State;  the  rules  of  practice  of  the  courts;  the 
forms  of  pleading;  those  principles  which  from  a  long  course  of 
■Incisions  havo  become  star',  ileci'is,  &e.     Ho  the  members  of  the 
medical  profession  are  expected  to  possess  a  thorough  acqunin. 
tance  with  the  human  frame,  with  tho  action  of  drugs,  with  the 
influence  of  diet,  trealmeut,  and  perhaps  other    matters  which 
will  readily  occur  to  each  of  you,  which  from  a   long  course  of 
"I'Servatioiiand  experiment  have  come  to  he  regarded  as  lixed 
forts,     failure  arising  from  ignorance   of  these  will  certainly 
support  an  action  for  malpractice.     Hut  in   the  application    ut 
'hose  principles  which  are  known  to    tbo   case  in  hand,  if  there 
i- an  honest  exorcise  of  judgment,  where  there  is  reasonable 
.-■round  for  difference  ot  opinion,  it  will  nfford  no  ground  for 
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such  an  action,  that  the  course  pursued  Wfta  the  wrong  on. 
Nor,  as  I  have  already  said,  will  it  affect  the  qaestioi 
other  lawyers  and  other  doctors  would  have  acted  diffei 
or  advised  another  course,     On  this  point  Judge  ISoll  re  ma 
"The  uncertainty  of  the  law  is  almost  proverbial.     Pre 
-.hat  of  the  medical  "rofessiou  U  not   less.     :,.l   ■ 
them  entertain   different  and  almost  in-ejoncilal.de  tboor 
to  the  nature  and  mode  of  troatmeul   of  diseas   .     it 
those  it  seems  to  bo  conceded  that  tlu  character  and  sym; 
of  disease  vary  in  persons  of  different  ages,  sexes  and  hal 
lito,  and  of  different  natural  or  acquired  constitution  ;  and  th 
treatment  of  diseases,  and  that  of  wounds  and  fracture*!  m 
more  or  less  varied  with   the  changes  of  dims 
and  with  the  peculiarity  of  pernuus    tind  pis 
i-ascs  of  sickness  and  accident  apparently  similar,   may  b 
rendered  substantially  different,  by  seemingly  slight  ciwnn 
:es  easily  overlooked  and  sometimes difficultol 
Lord  Mansfield  says,  with  reference  loan  attorney:     -•  Xh 
torueys  who  conduct  themselves  with  honor  and  integrity! 
to  bo  protected  when   they   act  to   the   bosl    nl   their   sltil 
knowledge.    Every  man  is  liable  toerrors  and  I  should  he 
sorry  to  think  thai  it  should  be  taken    lor  granted  that  ) 
torney  is  answerable  for  every  error  or  mistake."  i 


.  ri.iMSToi.'K,  M.  W.,  ST.  LOirlS,  MO. 


For  several  years  past,  we  have  noticed  in  the  lolumnsc 
era!  homoeopathic  journals,  instances  related  of  the  mal-po 
of  the  foatus  rectified  by  administering  a  dose  of  Pulsatilla. 
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rirst  treated  all  such  accounts  as  delusions,  but  we  have  noticed 
these  statements  so  often  repeated  in  respectable  journals,  that 
we  cannot  longer  consent  to  pass  them  over  unnoticed.  First' of  all 
,11  Dr.  Guernsey's  Obstetrics,  page  53fi,  ho  says,  "  If  a  mal-posi- 
\i\in  be  detected  near  the  close  of  gestation  by  means  of 
..usctiltation  or  palpation,  a  done  of  pulsatilla,  or  of  some 
other  remedy  may  rectify  the  abnormity."  Xow  our  author 
I'j.-s  not  enlighten  t:io  student  an  to  the  manner  of  discovering 
:,  mid-position  of  the  foetus  by  auscultation  and  palpation,  nor  does 
lie  mention  tlio  very  valuable  suggestion  that  such  a  mal-posi. 
:i  hi  may  be  otten  rectified  by  external  manipulation*  of  the  bands 
of  the  accouelieur  upon  the  walls  of  the  abdomen.  Dr.  Guern- 
•v,  however,  touched  the  "key  note,"  in  making  the  above 
-'.atcment,  and  Pulsatilla  administered  .internally,  is  by  a  cer- 
tain class  of  practitioners  now  considered  us  a  reliable  substi- 
tute lor  tho  operation  of  version ;  that  is  to  say,  there  is  a  party 
In  the  liomaiopathie  school  who  have  adopted  as  a  part  of  their 
■jink"  of  ethics  this  strange  dogma;  and  not  unfreqnently  wo 
:•■  ad  wonderful  accounts  of  versions  performed  by  the  use  of 
Pulsatilla.  If  we  wish  to  convince  the  world,  and  especially 
r.ieu  of  science,  that  homoeopathy  is  founded  upon  a  scientific 
i>:i*is,  we  can  never  do  so,  as  long  as  we  allow  such  nonsense  to 
[tti<s  unnoticed.  It  is  hard  enough  for  allopathic  physicians  to 
L'ulieve  in  small  doses,  but  the  many  ridiculous  dogmas 
-ought  to  bo  engrafted  upon  homoeopathy  will  diseourago  them 
irom  even  investigating  tho  law  of  similia,  the  proving  of  med- 
-■iiiea  upon  healthy  persons,  and  the  use  of  the  infinitesimal 
loses  in  diBOase.  How  any  one  rwho  would  essay  to  write  a 
ivork  upon  obstetrics,  could  give  currency  to  such  a  statement 
i'.n  I)r  Guernsey  has  about  Pulsatilla,  and  yet  fail  to  teach  the 
-'-udent  (wbo  happened  to  be  without^this  remedy),  a  simple 
nethod  of  rectifiying  mal-posi  do  ns,  surpasses  our  understand  • 
inj;.  Th»  fcetus  enveloped  with  tho  membranes  was  aptly  com- 
pared by  Dr.  Burns,  as  presenting  no  more  difficulty,  in  being 
turned,  than  if  the  operation  was  performed  when  it  was  in  a 
l»ail  of  water.  Did  now  our  practitioners  ever  inquire  as  tothe 
powers   of  nature   in   rectifying  mat-positions    of  the  foetus? 
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Now  if  this  is  proved;  would  it  not  be  well  for  the  beUevei 
tbe  virtues  of  Pulsatilla  to  ask  themselves  it'  it  <M  not  w 
that  rectified  the  position  t  Mat-position*  if  ' 
-/<t*-iuly  rectified  by  Mtwt.  In  proof  of  this  we  refer  U  BOcl 
authority  U  Dp.  I?.  Barnes,  who  quotes  Bach  German  ant! 
ties  as  ( 'redo,  lieuekoi-  and  Yalent. 

From  theae  authorities  wa  liml  a  change  of  position  of 
fiBtus  in  utero  may  take  place  in  4-  per  cent,  of  cases,  and 
they  are  more  frequent  in  multiparas  than  in  prieaiparae, 
Barnes  says,  in  speaking  oi'  the  power  of  nature  to  roetiQ  i 
positions,  "  .<■>!  evolution  ■■  n  ocry  frcq   ■ 

tbe  foetus   does   change   its   position    by   the   powers   of  rial 
alone,  influenced  sometimes  by  accidental   cause 
we  have  learned  by  experience   and   observatio 
ago;  but  that   the   occurrence   is    very   frequent    n    R    IfcCt 
pointed  out  to  us  by  Dr.  Barnes.     Sneh  being  tbe  one, 
be  possible  that  certaiu  practitioners  have  notio 
roneously  given  tbe  credit  of  the  same  to  Pulsatilla. 

In  a  spirit  of  candor,  »e  dosire  to  call  the  attention  oi 
profession    to  the  above   facts;  if  nature  alone  is  captbt 
Mime  instances  of  turning  tho  child,  lot  us  not  deceive  ours*' 
by  insisting  that  a  dose  of  Pulsatilla,  ?00,  givi 
riod,  was  the  agent  that  produced  the  result.     Every  obac1 
cian  bus  observed,  that  occasionally  the  head  in] 
the  inferior  Btrait  may  be  delay od  in  properly  rotating  ;  in 
the  head  may  descend  a  little,  and  the  saggiial  -mure  iai!  m 
respond  with  the  antero-posterio*  diameter  of  the  lower  sti 
in  such  a  rase  we  might  require  Ibovoctis  or  even  forecps  EC 
*ist  in  the  rotation,     Would  any  praetitionoi    h< 
lilla    to    complete    the    rotation?     If  Pulsatilla    acts   so   t 
kindly  in  rectifying  the  po-itinn  o|  tbe  child  in 
iF  tabor,  before  tin'  waters  are  broken,  why  maj 
ministered  to  assist  In  rotating  the  head,  in  the  seoondini 
in  case  the  mechanism  ol  labor  should  bs  at  IhiiH  ' 

St.  Loins,  April  3d,J1870. 


Original  Art  kits. 

CONIUM  MAC  IN  CHROMIC  DYSENTERY. 


BY  C.  H.  GOODMAN,  M.  1). 


Edward  S ,  a  Russian,  aged  45,  formerly  a  soldier  in  the 

U.  S.  army  and  under  allopathic  treatment,  entered  the  Good 
Samaritan  Hospital,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  complaining  of  dysentery 
■if  four  yearn'  duration,  with  the  following  symptoms:  His 
operations,  numbering  from  eight  to  ten  and  sometimes  as 
many  as  fourteen  during  the  twenty-four  hours,  consisted  of 
slime  mixed  with  greenish  substances,  and  containing  bloody 
specks.  They  were  very  small,  offensive,  with  tenesmus  and  dis- 
charge of  flatus  during  the  passage,  with  a  weak,  trembling 
feeling  after.  No  pain  at  all,  abdomen  bloated,  appetite  very 
poor,  but  with  strong  eraving  for  salt  things,  vertigo  at  times,  es- 
pecially when  lying  down,  with  black  spots  before  the  eye?, 
which  disappeared  on  arising,  aggravation  in  the  number  of 
operations  during  the  night,  as^well  as  in  the  calls  to  urinate, 
which  were  very  frequent,  with  urine  clear  as  crystal  and  inter 
mitting  in  its  flow. 

From  the  date  of  his  admission  to  the.  Hospital  he  had  re- 
ceived from  the  attending  physician,  at  various  times  and  iu 
various  potencies,  Mere  sol,  Nuxvom.,  Coioc,  Bell-,  Cist,  cana- 
densis, Sulph,  Rhustox.,  Petrol,  and  Carbo  veg  with  little  or  no  i  ni- 
provement.  The  symptoms,  "tremulous  and  weak  feeling  after 
stool,  vertigo  when  lying  down,  craving  for  salt  things,  frequent 
urging  to  urinate,  especially  at  night,  with  intermittent  flow  of 
urine,"  more  than  the  character  of  tho  stools,  pointed  strongly 
toConium.  On  March  21st  he  received  «nedote  of  this  remedy, 
in  the  200  potency  (Jenichen),  with  Sacch  lac  morning  and  even- 
ing. The  result  exceeeded  all  anticipations.  The  following 
day,  little  or  no  improvement;  the  second  day,  but  six  opera- 
tions; the  third  day,  but  three;  the  fourth  and  fifth  day,  but  two 
and  from  that  time  but  one  daily.  The  other  symptoms  disap- 
peared   gradually, 'whilst  the  operations  .began  to   assume  a 


character  and  consistency  unknown  for  four  years.  Oti  April 
he  left  the  institution  much  improved,  « iih  I  supply  Bi  Sa 
Inc.  for  one  week,  promising  to  send  for  more  medicine  in  e 
,,t  retnrn  of  the  disease.  As  a  remedy  in  Dysentery,  Coni 
it  perbapfl  rarely  called  for,  yet  the  success  with  it  in  the  al* 
case,  with  its  wonderfully  rapid  action,  fully  warrants  it-  ap 
cation  In  this  complaint,  with  ihocl 
bibited. 


DEPARTMENT   OF  MATERIA   U.EDICA. 


■il-VII  I.E.  EIHTOR. 


IHTBODI  CTOBV. 
Wm.Too  EfsiMOTH,  M.  D.— Dtnr  Sir:     The  plans  (rf  Bttfftj 
"  materia  medica  "  are  so  widely  different,  that  often  the  cot 
pursued  by  one,  ie  directly  opposite  to  that  of  another.     Tfc 
loo,    experiences   vary,    the    locality,    conditions     ana     liul 
nf  the    ]islie.it   often   requiring    entirely    different    treatuu 
Tliia  to  me  scorns  to  constitute  an  objection  to  ih 
by  some,  ol   "  individualizing  "  a  low   remedies    an 
themselves   within   their   limits.      This   practice   is   far   w 
prevalent  than  many  are  willing  to  admit,  and   -. 
groat  cause   of  the   so-called   "  Homeopathic "    physician* 
sorting  so  often  to  "allopathic"  remedies.    There  is,  of  cou 
l.iit  one  method  tu  prevent  this,  via;  to  apply   more  slaty 
■' materia  iiiedir;i ;"  to  adopt  unii'mnt/l;/  the  "  obaractoristit 
key-note  system  ;"  and  to  study  the  remedies  ■ 
this  end,  and  with  this  aim,  then,  shall    1  endeavor  to  writ:. 
am  aware  ot  the  disposition  of  some  to  apply  tl 
tomatologist  '*  or  "  symptom  hunter,"  to  those 
■'  Key-note"  system,  and  injustice  tu  myself  wish  lastftU  tl 
while  1  by  no  means  ignore  Pathology,  I  do  rlai 
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edge  of  the  symptoms,  or,  if  you  please,  being  a  "  Symptom- 
ntologist,  gives  one  a  decided  advantage  over  tho  "Pathologist,'' 
in  that  he  is  able  to  cure  more  of  his  patients..  This  seems  tome 
to  be  one  of  the  greatest  distinctions  between  homoeopathy  and 
allopathy,  and  the  less  attention  paid  to  it  the  more  difficult  1" 
determine  which  is  tho  better  physician  of  the  two.  I  shall 
continue  the  "comparisons,"  as  I  think  that  in  this  manner  we 
can  save  space  and  time,  and  moreover  be  better  able  tor?. 
tain  it. 

Enclosed  you  will  please  find  5I.SS.  of  the  moat  important  of 
the  "characteristics"  of  the  mind.  I  have  tried  to  m;ike  such 
comparisons  as  are  necessary  to  avoid  repetition  and  shall  follow 
i  n  their  successive  order  of  head,  eyes,  mouth,  throat,  etc.,  giv- 
ing from  lime  to  time  such  cases  as  will  prove  the  efficacy  of 
the  "  Key-note  "  system.     Yours,  respectfully, 

Wm.  L.  Breyfoole,  M.  D, 

A  first  glance  at  tho  following  arrangement  of  remedies  may 
convince  you  that  it  is  only  partially  complete,  as  under  the 
headings  are  to  be  found  but  few  of  our  remedies,  but  a  careful 
study  of  the  comparison  will  include  all  of  the  prominent  char- 
actei  ',='ics  of  the  mind  : 


COMPARISON  OF  THE  MORAL  CHAR  ACT  BRISTICS. 

Aeon.      Fear  of  death,  predicts  the  day  she  will  die. 

(Fear  of  death,  Agn.c,  Ars.,  Bry.,  Lob.,  Nit  oc..  Plat., 

Rhus.  Tox.,  Secale,  Verat.) 
(Longing     for   death,   Creasot,  Urat.,   Ign.,  Am-.,   Rhus, 
Puis.) 
Aloes.     Fear  of  man,  (of  strangers,  Con.) 

(Aversion  to  company,  Clem.,  Nate.,  Ithns  tox.,  Pals.,  Cinn., 

Led  p.) 
(Desire  for  company,  Ars.,  Con.,  (,'aust,  Elaps  c,  Sop.,  Lye 
Mck.) 
Anac.     Desire  to  curie  and  siceur,  (also  Xit  tic,  Spong.  To  sing, 
Teuc.) 
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Great  toss  of  memory,  (in  children,  Bar.  e.     Forgets  name 

Gaaj.    Forgetful  only  in  day  time,  Selen.) 

Aurom.     Inclination  to  commit  suicide,  (also  Puis.,  Rhus.,  SecaU 

Apis.     Jealousy,  awkwardness,  (awkwardness,  also  Nat  m.,  Bo\ 

Ars.     Patient  talks  very  fail,    (also    Lach  ;   fast   and  earnest! 

Strain.) 
Bar  c.  An.ri.ety  for  one's  family,  (aim  Sep.,  Viola  tri.,  Citric  ac 
Bell.  Visions  on  doting  the  eyes,  (on  opening  the  eyes,  Acot 
Disposition  to  Ute  and  tear  things,  (also  Secale.  To  c 
tilings,  Verat) 
IIbnz  ac.  Omits  words  while  writing,  (also  Lye.  , Graph.,  Thuja 
Borax.     Great  dread  0/ downward  motion,  (especially  in  chili 

ron.) 
Bromine.     Desire  for  mental  labor, (reverse,  Nux  v.,  Spig.) 
CACTUS  <i.      Hypochondriasis,  especially   With  heart  disease. 
Calc  CAltB.      Fears    she   will  lose  her  senses,  or  that  others  will  » 

serec  her  confusion  of  mind,  (also  Merc  viv.) 
Cank  INI).     The  time  passes  too  slow,  (also  Nux  v.,  Pali. 
(Time  passoB  too  quickly,  Coce.,  Therid.) 
Oblivious  to  time  or  distance,  Nux  m.) 
Cham.     Child  wants  things   which   it   repels   when    offered,    (alt 
Staph.) 
Child  wants  to  be  carried,  (erics  when  touched,  Ant.  c,  Ta; 

ar.  em.,  Cin.) 
(Clii/dcries  when  spoken  to,  Ant  c,  Nat  in.,  Sil.,  Ignat.  TVhc 

looked  at,  Ante.) 
{Child  cries  when  washed,  Ant  c.,  Sulph.) 
CoFJEA.      The  least  pain  is  unbearable,  (also  Colch.) 

(Total  indifference  toj)ain£Jatropha.) 
Con.     Hysteria  from  too  little  sexual  indulgence.") 

(From  too  much  indulgence,  China.,  Staph.,  Phos  ac,  Con. 
Elaps  C.     Fear  of  apoplexy,  (also  Fluoric  ac,  Phos.  of  C  holers 

Lach. 
ElateridM.      Irresistible  propensity  to  wander  from  home. 

(Desire  to  flee,  Merc  v.,  Hyos.) 
Glonoine.     Loses  his  icay  in  known  streets. 

(Feels  as  if  governed  by  a  stronger  power,  Lach,) 
GZLSIMINUM.     The  muscles  refuse  to  obey  the-  will,  (also  Pinus  Sy] 
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vestris.) 
(Muscles  do  act  unless  the  mind  is  strongly  fixed  on  them, 
Hell.— n.) 
Hepar  s.     Faints  at  mere  trifles,  (see  Coffca.) 
Htos.     Amorous  frenzy,  (also  Phos.) 

Fears  of  being  betrayed  or  poisoned,  (see  Etaps  C.) 
Ignatia.     Inclination  to  quiet  grief,  (also  Puis.) 
Oxalic  AC.      Thinking  of  hi*  symptoms  always  make*  him  wars-.. 
(Symptoms  disappear  or  are  better  on  thinking  of  them- 
Oamph.,  Cicuta  v. 
Phos  ac.     Great  indifference,  declines  answering  questions,  (also 

Am.,  Sep.,  Stann.) 
Petroi,.     Thinfo  tome  one  is  lying  in  bed    with    him,  or  that  he  is 
double. 
(Thinks  he  is  in  pieces    and  cannot  get  himself  together, 
Bapt.) 
PLAT.      Pride  and  self  esteem  predominate. 
Pulb.     Fail  of  tears,  Weeping,  despondent,  (also  Rhus.) 

(Covetousnrss,  (also  Cyclamen.) 
Sulphur.     Fall  of  religious  speculations,  fantastic  illusions. 


NEW  RE5IEDEIS  AT  RANDOM. 

GKLSEMLVCJI 


.,  ELGIN,  ILL. 


Mrs.  JI 1,  aged  about  fifty,  very  fleehy,  florid  counte- 
nance, exceedingly  industrious,  very  neat  and  particular  to  a 
fault  in  her  household  affairs,  hat  been  sick  much  in  her  life, 
took  medicine  enough  "to  kill  fifteen  women,"  as  she  used  to 
say — had  three  attacks  of  pneumonia,  been  bled  after  the  old 
fashioned  way,  and  blistered  to  the  heart's  content  of  her  nn" 
merous  physicians ;  she  is  Buffering  for  years  from  haemorr- 
hoids, constipation,  dyspepsia,  lnucorrhcea,  and  for  some 
two  years,  diabetes  me!,— at  least  her  medical  advisers  dicjjncscd 
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the  sugar  disease.  Besides  all  these,  the  physicians  "down 
East,"  where  she  resided  previous  to  her  coming  to  this  vicin- 
ity, save  it  as  their  opinion  that  she  had  "heart  disease,"  and 
could  not  live  long. 

This  good  woman,  who  is  for  the  past  two  years  in  heaven,— 
was  suddenly  attacked  during  February,  18G5,  with  numbnes* 
and  coldness,  and  insensibility  at  the  right  hand,  right  side  of 
face,  and  the  right  half  of  tongue.  She  had  no  power,  no  feel- 
ing in  her  right  hand ;  the  right  half  of  tongue  felt  cold  and 
lifeless,  articulation  was  impossible  for  several  minutes,  and  for 
several  hours  was  very  difficult.  To  use  a  vulgar  phrase,  her 
tongue  was  thick,  like  that  of  one  who  is  "beastly  drunk,"  and 
makes  efforts  to  speak.  Otherwise  she  did  not  complain  of 
pain,  or  uncomfortable  sensations.  The  attack  occurred  at  4 
P.  M.,  and  at  a  quarter  past  five  I  was  at  her  side.  Patient  re- 
sided four  miles  from  my  office.  I  found  her  in  bed,  and  at 
once  observed  the  peculiarity  of  her  articulation  and  voice. 
Her  son  who  came  for  me,  gave  me  the  particulars  while  on  the 
way  to  her  home,  and  I  had  but  few  questions  to  ask.  Gave 
Gelsem  Ibt,  10  drops  in  12  teaspoonfuls  ol  water,  and  one  spoonful 
every  live  minutes  till  3  doses  were  takon ;  ordered  frictiou  also 
with  dry  flannel,  and  as  the  patient  had  cold  feet,  hot  ears  of 
corn  were  applied.  Aftor  twenty  minutes  from  the  time  cf  the 
first  dose  of  Gelsem.,  the  patient  was  able  to  articulate  much  bet- 
ter, and  said  she  had  more  feeling  in  her  hand  and  tongue.  Con- 
tinued Gelsem  every  fifteen  minutes.  At  7}  P.  M.  patient  wa> 
quite  comfortable,  and  her  voice  and  speoch  but  little  abnormal; 
she  slept  then  for  half  an  hour  very  sweetly,  and  awoko'much 
refreshed,  took  a  little  nourishment  and  chatted  as  freely  and 
happily  as  if  the  tonsruo  had  never  lost  its  customary  power. 

The  husband  insisted  upon  my  remaining  all  night,  for  fear 
another  attack  should  occur,  to  which  I  consented.  From  the 
time  of  my  arrival  to  the  house  up  to  9  P.  M.,  the  pulse  wa.* 
very  feeble,  with  now  and  then  (say  every  every  15  or  20  pulsa 
tions)  a  very  strong  and  tremulous  stroke,  which,  however,  was 
not  perceptiblo  after  she  had  slept  the  second  time.  Patient 
rented  well  all     niirht,    while   1    was   writing  down     notes  of 
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cases  treated  during  the  day,  and  she  awoke  twice,  when  medicine 
was  given.  Left  her  in  the  morning  as  well  as  usual,  with  the 
exception  that  she  was  much  prostrated  and  was  obliged  to 
keep  her  bed  until  noon.  Continued  Gelsem.  every  three  hours. 
Saw  her  next  day,  when  I  learned  that  no  disturbance  whatever 
had  occurred  and  she  felt  unusually  well,  &c.  The  latter  part  of 
April  (following)  the  patient  had  ten  similar  attacks,  but  not  af- 
fecting her  tongue  and  speech  so  much  as  the  first  attack.  She 
took  Gelsem.  atcnce,  and  a  few  doses  gave  prompt  relief.  Since 
that  there  were  no  symptoms  of  that  character  obsorvant. 
Patient  died  of  anasarca  of  lower  extremities  under  allopathic 
treatment  after  [  had  prescribed  for  her  for  several  months. 

P.  S.  1  should  state  here  that  this  patient  came  to  me  three 
years  previous  to  the  above  related  attack,  with  the  right  angle 
of  her  mouth  completely  drawn  down,  disfiguring  her  very 
much,  and  affecting  her  speech  very  materially.  In  this  condi- 
tion she  was  ten  days  before  she  called  on  me.  I  gave  her  then 
ilell.  30  c,  a  dose  every  night,  and  in  a  week  the  whole  diffi- 
culty wras  removed. 
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Surge  ry. 


L.  H.  \VILLAR1>,  M.  D.,    ALLEGHANY  CITY,    EDIToK 


AX  EXTRAORD1XRY  CASE  OF  OVARIAX  DROPSY-TWELVE  TAP 
PIXUS-OYER  600  POUNDS  OF  FLUID  REMOVED— OPERATION 
FOR     TRAXSFrSIOX—EXTIRPATlOX   OF    TUMOR      IVEIGIIIXG 

SE I  E X TV  POl  XDS-DEA TIL 


BY  WM.  TOD  HELMUT!!,  M.  I), 


This  case,  with  its  varied  and  perplexing  symptoms,  was  un 
tar  the  care  of  mv  friend  and  colleague,  Dr.  Ilartmann,  for  a 
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number  of  years,  and  I  have  been  permitted  from  time  to  time 
to  see  her  in  consultation,  and  perform  the  surgical  portion  ot 
the  treatment  as  well  as  to  record  the  case,  which  is  very  re- 
markable, not  only  with  reference  to  the  extreme  tenacity  of 
life  which  was  manifested  by  the  patient,  but  also  as  regard* 
the  successful  nature  of  the  transfusion  operation  and  the  im- 
mense size  of  the  tumor. 

The  details  of  the  case  are  furnished  by  Dr.  Hartmann  in  the 
following  letter : 

St.  Louis,  March,  1870. 
Dear  Doctor  : — In  the  case  of  Mrs.  B.,  I  take  pleasure  in  fur- 
nishing ycu  with  the  following  particulars  ;  In  December, 
1S65, 1  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  B.,  who,  as  I  was  told,  had  beei 
suffering  for  almost  lour  years  from  an  ovarian  tumor,  which 
the  attending  physician  declared  to  be  very  dangerous,  as  it 
caused  almost  constant  vomiting ;  she  could  retain  no  food  in 
her  stomach  and  consequently  failed  so  rapidly  that  the  last 
physician  attending  her  announced  to  her  family  that  she  would 
die  in  less  than  three  months.  The  diagnosis  of  the  physician- 
previously  attending  her  was,  first,  "  pregnancy ;"  after  the 
mistake  was  discovered,  "  a  fibrous  tumor  of  the  left  ovary/ 
After  careful  examination  of  the  patient  my  diagnosis  differed 
from  that  of  the  others,  I  found  an  ovarian  tumor  filled  at 
that  time  with  about  twenty  pounds  of  fluid.  My  first  object 
of  treatment  was  to  stop  the  vomiting,  which  I  succeeded 
in  doing  in  about  fourteen  days  by  giving  Xux  vom.,  MacrotiL. 
Arsen.,  of  which  medicines  I  believe  Nux  had  the  best  effect. 
After  this  was  accomphsned  1  tried  to  lessen  the  accumulation 
of  water  by  prescribing  Apis,  Jed.,  Arsen.,  Xux,  Hellebrous,  * ' 
c  v^;  but  in  spite  of  all  medicines  tt>e  tumor  grew  larger,  and 
suffocative  paroxyms  appeared,  and  I  was  obliged  to  perform 
•paracentesis  abdominis  which  resulted  in  taking  twenty-nine 
pounds  of  fluid;  after  which  operation  the  patient  felt  great  re- 
lief. I  then  endeavored  to  stop  the  accumulation  of  water  and 
this  time  with  such  good  success  that  I  almost  believed  the  pa- 
tent ra  li^ally  ciro  1.     Apn,  Jo  1.,  Ar^on.,  and  Morcur    sol.,  were* 
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the  remedies  prescribed,  of  course  always  according  to  the  pre- 
senting symptoms  of  the  disease.  After  a  year  had  elapsoi! 
Mrs.  B.  felt  an  increase  in  the  size  of  the  abdomen,  and  other 
symptoms,  which  satisfied  me  that  there  was  something  else 
than  water,  and  a  careful  examination  confirmed  my  supposi- 
tion that  pregnancy  existed.  Though  other  physicians  differed 
with  me  in  their  opinion  of  this  state  of  things,  I  felt  positive 
that  there  was  a  pregnancy,  and  in  the  beginning  of  July,  1$67, 
a  female  baby  certified  that  I  was  right-  With  .the  pregnancy, 
however,  the  water  returned,  and  in  snch  quantity  that  the  con- 
finement was  one  of  the  most  difficult  I  ever  attended.  For 
three  days  and  four  nights  Mrs.  B.  was  in  constant  labor  pains  : 
the  liquor  amnii  bad  been  partially  discharged  on  the  second 
day,  but  the  fcetus  was  so  much  pressed  against  the  vertebrw 
by  the  weight  of  water,  and  it  was  so  entirely  impossible  (ogive 
the  patient  another  suitable  position  to  overcome  the  said  ob- 
struction, that  ouly  by  using  the  forceps,  and  after  a  great  man  y 
efforts  made  by  myself,  Dr.  Helmut h  and  Dr.  Walker,  that  the 
latter  finaity  succeeded  in  delivering  the  child.  Three  days 
later,  on  the  19th  day  of  July,  Mtb.  B.  was  tapped  again  and 
39  pounds  of  water  taken.  Before  the  tapping  she  measured 
around  the  abdomen,  from  the  first  lumbar  vertebra  to  the  Um- 
bilicus, 54  inches;  alter  tapping,  32  inches.  From  this  time 
.  paracentesis  had  to  bo  peformed  at  different  intervals.  On  t  he 
first  of  October  I  took  37  pounds,  and  on  the  13th  of  December, 
42  pounds  of  water.  This  latter  fluid  1  had  analyzed  with  the 
following  result: 

Water 948.M 

Albumen 38.57 

A  substance  insoluble  in  alcohol.. 2..".~» 

Urea 2.7>> 

Chloride  of  Natrum  and  Ammonium 7.05 

Phosphate  of  Sliigncsia  and  Lime 15 

FieeS-da .'...         Stj 


(An  atom  of  fat) 

I  may  here  state  that  the  quantity  i 


1000.00 
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at  each  tapping,  and  sometimes  even  at  the  same  tapping ;  one 
part  of  the  fluid  containing  more  albumen  and  less  ammonium, 
urd  vice  versa.  This  showed  that  there  were  several  cyata 
connected,  a  presumption  which  was  verified  after  an  operation 
was  performed.  On  the  4th  of  May,  1868,  47  pounds  of  water 
were  taken,  and  while  on  numerous  occasions  the  abdominal 
cavity  at  each  paracentesis  was  almost  entirely  emptied  of  the 
fluid  present,  this  time  a  solid  substance  ot  a  curious  shape  wa> 
felt  on  the  left  side  of  the  abdomen,  and  the  patient  stated  that 
she  noticed  several  months  since;  symptoms  of  a  similar  charc- 
ter  to  those  of  her  first  pregnancy.  In  July  next,  the  patient 
assured  me  that  she  felt  life  and  perfect  motion,  and  on  exam- 
ing  her  1  found  that  the  solid  mass  we  noticed  in  Mav  had  en- 
larged  considerably  and  had  entirely  preserved  the  same  shape 
and  form.  Tho  ausultation  gave  a  sound  perfectly  similar  to 
the  beating  of  a  fcetal  heart,  but  nevertheless,  I  was  at  an  end 
with  my  diagnosis,  and  therefore  1  invited  some  of  my  profes- 
r.al  friends,  to  give  their  opinion.  They  all  agreed  in  one 
thing,  that  they  ncror  had  seen  a  ease  of  pregnancy  so  clear, 
according  to  subjective  and  objective  symptoms,  as  this,  but, 
notwithstanding,  they  would  rather  hesitate  certainly  to  say 
that  there  was  a  pregnancy.  About  the  same  diplomatic  an- 
s-.ver  I  also  gave  when  questioned  by  Mrs.  B.,  and  we  all  waited 
anxiously  for  further  developments.  The  water,  however,  ac 
cumulated  as  rapidly  as  ever,  and  in  August  I  drew  32  pound* 
of  fluid.  In  the  beginning  of  December  next  I  was  calle'i  in 
haste  to  see  Mrs.  B.,  as  she  was  said  to  bo  in  labor,  and  the  water 
"  had  already  broken,"  I  hurried  to  her  residence  and  found 
tho  patient  with  pains  entirely  similar  to  those  of  labor,  begin- 
ning at  intervals  in  the  small  of  the  back  and  going  down.  to 
the  uterus.  The  os  uteri  was  dilated  to  the  size  of  a  ten  cent. 
]>icce,  and  the  vagiua,  also,  showed  all  symptoms  as  in  labor. 
Water  came  in  little  gushes  and  was  sometimes  mixed  with  a 
little  blood.  These  symptoms  lustod  for  about  three  hours, 
when  tho  intervals  between  thu  pains  became  longer,  and  iu 
twentv-four  hours  thev  had  ceased  entirely.  The  os  uteri 
closed  again,  but  the  womb  still  feit  as  if  pregnant,  the  pulsation 
like    the  beating  of  the  fietal    heart  was   present,    and   agaiu 
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nothing  could  be  done  but  to  wait  patiently.  The  water  did 
not  accumulate  this  time  as  fast  as  before,  and  no  tapping  was 
done  till  the  8lh  of  March,  18C9,  when  54  pounds  of  waterwoie 
taken.  The  solid  tumor  was,  after  the  tapping  felt  again  a.i 
before,  and  was  very  painful  to  the  touch.  On  the  next  first 
of  Juno,  again  54  pounds  of  water  were  taken,  and  notwith" 
standing  this  large  quantity  of  fluid  which  had  beca  produced 
in  such  a  short  time,  Mrs.  It.  lelt,  under  these  circumstances, 
very  strong  and  lively,  and  made,  by  my  advice,  atrip  on  a 
steamboat,  to  the  couutrywhere  she  remained  till  August.  The 
water  hail,  accumulated  extensively  and  5',l  pounds  of  water 
were  taken  in  the  beginning  of  this  month.  From  this  time 
the  paracentesis  had  to  ho  performed  almost  every  month,  and 
the  strength  of  the  patient  gave  way  rapidly.  On  the  30th  of 
3 'ptember  46  pound*  of  water  were  taken,  and  on  the  9lh  of 
November  again  ofi  pounds.  Mrs.  1!.  bceamo  like  a  skeleton 
and  hardly  could  move  about  the  room.  During  the  whole  time 
m  my  treatment  I  tried  to  think  of  everything  by  which  the 
patient  could  be  benefitted.  So  I  had  used,  for  instance,  the  so 
called  "Equalizer,"  which  has  the  effect  of  dry  cups  used  on  a 
large  surface.  My  theory  in  using  it  was,  that  by  increasing 
the  activity  of  the  capillaries,  the  separation  oi  serum  from  the 
plasma  would  be  lessened,  and  I  now  believe  that  in  the  be- 
L'inning  of  dropsy,  especially  with  younger  person*,  the  use  of 
the'Equali/.er  must  be  of  good  effect.  At  that  time,  whea  1 
over  and  again  considered  alt  the  remedies  I  already  had  pre- 
scribed, and  all  other  means,  by  which  I  intended  to  improve 
the  quality  of  the  blood,  a  thought  struck  me  whether  or  not 
by  the  process  of  "transfusion,"  the  result  I  had  always  at  rived 
tor,  could  be  reached. 

I  had  rend  in  a  German  periodical,  the  "  Prayer  YUrttljaUr- 
•'■/■rift,"  a  communication  of  Dr.  Lange,  Professor  at  Heidel- 
berg, wherein  he  stated  that  ho  had  cured  several  cases  o I' 
'.-■.'.(. np*in  pnrint'inniim,  which  wore  caused,  according  to  his 
oiinion,  by  Morbus  Drigbtii,  ( and  in  which  no  other  remedies 
h:id  any  effect),  by  "transfusion."  I  inferred  from  this  state- 
ment that  Hie  transfusion   must  have  hud  a  beneficial  iufluenci: 
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by  diminishing  the  separation  of  albumen  and  regulating  the 
natural  discharge  of  urine.  In  consequence  of  this  reflection  I 
proposed  to  the  patient  to  have  the  transfusion  made,  to  which 
proposition  Mrs.  B.  was  the  more  willing  to  submit,  as  hei 
hopeless  condition  made  her  life  a  burden  to  herself,  and  there- 
fore she  was  ready  to  undergo  any  operation.  After  having 
had  a  consultation  with  Dr.  Helmuth  wo  agreed  to  perform  the 
transfusion,  and  on  the  15th  of  November,  after  the  patient  and 
her  family  had  been  made  sufficiently  acquainted  with^he  dan- 
ger of  the  operation,  the  "  transfusion  "  was  performed,  and  ir 
my  belief  for  the  first  time  in  the  United  States.  About  the 
modus  operandi  and  the  general  result  you,  I  am  sure,  can  fur- 
nish a  better  description  than  I,  and'  I  merely  wish  to  state  that 
a  month  after  the  transfusion  the  tapping  had  to  be  performei 
once  more  and  54  pounds  of  water  were  taken." 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours,        Jno.  Hartman.w 

This  brings  the  case  up  to  the  time  of  the  operation,  whkb 
was  performed  in  the  following  manner :  Dr.  Hartmann 
having  placed  his  thumb  upon  the  vessel,  an  incision  about  or.e 
inch  in  length  was  made  over  the  median  cephalic  vein.  The  ii>- 
t'jgumont  was  so  thin  and  the  sub  cellular  tissue  so  shrunken, 
that  the  disseetion  had  to  be  made  with  the  greatest  care.  Hav- 
ing separated  the  vein  and  isolated  it,  I  passed  an  aneurisiu 
needle,  armed  with  a  double  ligature  under  tin  vessel,  and  hav- 
ing brought  the  ends  out,  divided  the  silk  close  to  the  instru- 
ment,  thus  leaving  two  ligatures  underneath  the  vein  ;  one  ot 
these  was  moved  upward  as  far  as  the  upper  extremity  of  the 
incision,  and  the  other  to  the  lower  end  of  the  wound.  The 
ligatures  were  then  tied  both  above  and  below.  Having  now  at 
hand,  well  oiled  and  warmed,  a  canula  provided  with  a  web 
fitting  stop-cock,  an  incision  was  made  lengthwise  in  the  veil" 
(in  a  similar  manner  as  is  done  in  injecting  the  cadaver  from  the 
carotid),  of  sufficient  bngth  to  admit  the  canula,  which  wa* 
gradually  slipped  under  the  upper  thread  and  there  firmly  se- 
cured b}r  tying  the  ligature.  Dr.  Hartmann  then  pre- 
pard  Mr.  B.  fa  stout  and  healthy  man),  for  the  Weeding,  and 
-1  took  from  him  about  six  or  eight  ounces  of  blood.     This  w.> 
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well  defibrinated  by  constant  "  whipping/'and  the  syringe  then 
was  carefully  filled.  Pushing  up  the  piston  of  the  instrument 
sufficiently  to  force  the  blood  to  the  very  extremity  of  the  noz- 
zle to  prevent  any  portion  of  air  from  entering  the  veins,  the 
nozzle  was  fittedto  the  can ula fastened  in  the  circulation.  The 
stop  cock  was  turned  and  with  gentle  and  gradual  pressure 
About  am  ounce  and  a  half  of  blood  was  thrown  in.  The  patient 
stated  that  she  felt  aa  though  a  warm  current  was  passing  di- 
rectly to  the  heart,  which  began  to  palpitate  quite  rapid  ly,  and 
n  faint  feeling  was  experienced,  which,  however,  soon  passed 
away.  The  stop-cock  was  turned  and  the  syringe  removed. 
After  waiting  some  eight  or  ten  minutes  the  same  process  was 
repeated  and  about  the  same  quantity  of  blood  injected  into  the 
■irculation.  The  operation  was  repeated  five  times ;  at  the  last, 
however,  so  much  tbrce  was  necessary  to  bring  home  the  pis- 
ion,  that  taking  into  consideration  the  attenuated  condition  of 
the  coats  of  the  veins,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  discontinue. 
The  apparatus  was  removed  and  the  wound  closed  by  two  points 
of  suture.  The  wound  healed  kindly  and  in  a  day  or  two  after 
the  patient  was  out  visiting  her  friends.  So  far  as  the  operation 
of  transfusion  was  concerned  it  was  a  perfect  success ;  there 
was  neither  embolism  nor  the  admission  of  air,  and  matters 
looked  favorably.  But  the  fluid  again  accumulated,  and  Dr. 
Hartmann  again  tapped  the  patient,  drawing  off  54  pounds  of 
water. 

In  a  short  time  the  fluid  reappeared  and  accumulated  rapidly 
and  the  patient  and  friends  desired|an  operation  for  the  extir- 
pation of  the  cyst  and  tumoi,  of  whatever  character  it  might 
be.  She  had  suffered  so  long  and  so  much,  that  sho 
prayed  to  die,  and  when  told  of  the  great  hazard  of  the  opern- 
tion,  and  that  immediate  danger  was  to  be  apprehended,  she, 
with  her  friends,  actually  begged  for  its  performance.  She  had 
borne  her  other  sufferings  so  well,  appeared  to  have  suck  tenac- 
ity of  life,  was  such  a  burthen  to  herself  as  she  was  at  present 
existing,  that  upon  coisultation  with  several  physicians,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  perform  this  operation. 

Accordingly  on  the  17th  of  January,  Dr.  Hartmann,  Dr.  Corn- 
stock  Dr.  Eead  and  Dr.  Goodman  being  present,  the  following 
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precautions  were  taken  :  First,  to  have  the  temperature  of  the 
room  to  be  kept  at  70  °  F.  Her  bowels  were  acted  upon  thr 
night  before.  A  kettle  of  water  was  kept  boiling  on  the  fire  to 
insure  a -certain  amount  of  moisture.  The  requisite  clothing  ot 
flannel  for  the  limbs  was  in  readiness,  and  a  long,  nanow  tab!  * 
of  requisite  length  was  arranged  with  the  proper  amount  of 
sheets,  blankets  and  India-rubber  cloths.  A  tub  containing  lw>: 
water  was  also  placed  near  by,  flannel  cloths  were  hung  to  the 
fire,  a  sufficiency  of  basins,  sponges,  and  the  necessary  instru- 
ments — which  are  few  in  number — were  all  in  readiness.  It 
was  concluded  to  operate  by  the  long  incision,  to  u  pocket  the 
pedicle,"  after  having  divided  it  with  the  ecraseur  and  t<» 
stitch  it  with  silver  wire  to  the  lips  of  the  wound. 

The  patient  was  then  taken  into  the  adjoining  room  by  Dr. 
llartmann,  and  flannel  drawers  and  worsted  stockings  were 
placed  upoB  her  extremeties,  her  hands  were  encased  in  woolen 
gloves,  a  bottle  of  hot  watei  was  in  readiness  for  her  feet,  ami 
J)r.  Hartmann  again  performed  the  operation  of  paracentesis, 
drawing  off  a  large  amount  of  heavy,  milky  fluid.  The  sac  wa« 
about  half  emptied,  and  she  was  brought  into  the  operating  room 
and  placed  under  the  influence  of  the  anaesthetic.  I  then  raided 
the  integument  and  divided  it  upon  a  director  and  soon  came 
down  upon  the  sac";  then  with  the  two  fingers  of  the  left  hand 
holding  slightly  apart  the  lips  of  the  wound  and  drawing  the 
integumentary  coverings  away  from  the  sac,  the  incision  wa? 
made  the  appropriate  length.  Having  immersed  my  hand  in 
warm  water  I  cautiously  introduced  it  into  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen  and  proceeded  to  separate  the  adhesions.  These  were 
vory  many  and  very  firm  and  required  so  much  force  to  separate 
them  that  the  upper  p*rt  of  the  sac  was  ruptured.  This  was 
taken  then  in  charge  by  Dr.  Comstock,  who  raised  it  from  the 
abdomen.  After  a  very  trying  and  difficult  manipulation  the  en- 
tire mass  was  lifted  away  and  held  firmly,  while  a  larg>  needle 
armed  with  cord  was  passed  through  the  pedicle,  to  serve  the 
double  purpose  of  steadying  it  and  also  to  prevent  it  slipping 
into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  I  then  placed  the. chain  of  the 
ecraseur  around  the  stulk  and  divided  it  with  caution. 
The  tumor  was  thus  removed  and  was  perfectly  enormous,  con- 
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tattling,  inside  tbe  sac,  seven  or  eight  masses,  some  of  which 
wore  larger  than  the  ftetal  hjad  at  full  time.  The  next  step, 
thoroughly  accomplished  by  Dr.  Read,  was  the  search  for  and 
removal  of  all  clots,  and  then  the  pedicle  was  brought  to  the 
lower  end  of  the  wound  and  there  stitched  with  two  sutures 
of  silver  wire  and  o:ie  of  strong  silk;  the  remainder  of  the  in- 
cision was  brought  together  by  points  of  interrupted  suture, 
:ind  a  bandage  placed  around  the  patient,  over  compresses 
applied  around  the  track  of  the  wound.  Through  this  trying  and 
somewhat  prolonged  ordeal  the  patient  passed  much  better  than 
was  anticipated,  although  during  the  operation  her  pulse,  at 
times,  would  almost  leave  her. 

As  the  influence  of  the  anesthesia  disappeared,  she  became 
very  restless  and  very  uncomfortable,  and  tossed  about  the  bed, 
and  was  at  limes  very  violent  in  her  gesticulations.  .She  then 
had  a  dose  of  morphine  and  gradually  became  quiet.  In  the 
night  when  I  saw  her,  she  had  entirely  recovered  her  conscious, 
neas,  her  pulse  had  come  up  well,  she  expressed  herself  highly 
*atisned  with  the  operation,  and  was  far  better  than  we  had  an- 
ticipated, and  so  she  passed  a  tolerably  comfortable  night.  In 
the  morning  she  was  doing  well,  but  towards  evening  she  felt 
very  faint  and  blood  was  discovered  to  be  oozing  from  the  lower 
end  of  the  wound.  She  from  this  sank  and  died  of  internal 
hemorrage.  This  was  the  more  remarkable,  as  during  the  en- 
tire operation,  there  was  little  blood  lost,  not  a  single  artery 
bled  during  the  separation  of  the  adhesions,  and  all  bleeding 
had  entirety  ceased,  and  all  clots  had  been  removed  when  the 
wound  was  closed.  This  blood  may  have  come  from  vessels  al- 
most capillary  in  size,  which  as  reaction  returned,  poured  out 
the  blood,  which  in  her  debilitated  condition, she  was  unable  10 
bear.  The  tumor  with  its  contents  weighed  seventy  pound.-. 
We  are  well  persuaded  that  had  the  patient  consented  to  the 
performance  of  the  operation,  when  it  was  first  suggested  by 
j")r.  HartmaDn,  she  would  have  survived— and  as  it  was,  both  the 
friends  of  the  family  and  the  physicians  believe  that  what  was 
done  was  for  the  best.  There  was  no  other  resource  than  oper- 
ative procedure. 
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WHO  IS  THE  A  UTHOR  > 


We  have  received  an  interesting  pamphlet  of  seven  pages, 
on  encephaloid  disease,  illustrated  with  three  well  executed  en- 
gravings representing  a  case  of  this  malignant  disease  affect- 
ing the  eye.  The  pamphlet  has  not  the  authors  name  attached, 
and,  as  we  have,  read  it  with  pleasure,  we  would  like  to  give 
iredit  to  the  author.  There  are  reports  of  cases  cured  by 
Homoeopathic  medication,  and  the  remedies  are  noted  which 
have  been  used  with  success.  We  beliove  we  know  personally 
:he  gentleman  whose  case  is  recorded  in  the  United  Slates  Jour- 
.ml,  and  saw  him  within  twenty-four  hours  walking  in  the 
streets  of  our  city,  a  living,  and  we  may  say  a  speaking,  monu- 
ment to  the  truth  of  Homoeopathy,  Our  only  regret  is,  as  we 
before  stated,  that  we  .know  not  from  whence  the  pamphlet 
somes.  It  has  neither  title  page  or  cover,  and  bears  no  mark 
whereby  we  may  acknowledge  our  thanks  for  its  reception. 


-»■—  ■»  * 


RETIREMENT    OF  DR.    HWSCHEL. 


Dr.  Hioschei,  editor  of  the  Neue  Leitschrift  fu<r  Ifoma- 
opathische  Klinilc^  will  retire  from  the  position  which  he  has  so 
ably  filled  for  the  past  seventeen  years.  The  doctor  is  not  in 
^ood  health,  and  his  practice  is  very  extensive,  and  he  must  re- 
linquish the  editorial  duties.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Klinik 
will  not  be  suspended,  for  a  journal  of  such  a  high  character 
and  independence  should  be  sustained  by  the  medical  profession 
in  Germany.  Dr.  Kafka,  the  author  of  a  new  work  on  homoe- 
opathic, and  one  of  the  best  and  most  rational  contributors  to 
the  German  homoeopathic  press,  announces  himself  as  ready 
and  willing  to  assume  the  responsible  position  as  editor  of  the 
Klmik,  provided  he  finds  co-laborers  sufficient  to  assist  him  in 
making  the  journal  the  true  exponent  of  the  new  healing  art. 
We  most  sincerely  hope  the  doctor  will  succeed. 


SUPPLEMENT 


western  Homoeopathic  Observer. 


im:  .A.  Y,     1  a  7  o. 


OwlNO  to  the  accumulation  of  matter  on  our  handt  We  have  betn  obliged  to  print 
a  Supplement  with  thii  number  of  the  Ona«ttVBK.  Several  communication!  trill  ap- 
pear in  our  next  which  have  been  laid  over  for  want  of  ipace.  Several  typographical 
errort  appear  on  the  tail  page  of  thit  number,  for  which  the  Editor  u  no!  reiponeiile 
— having  corrected  them  both  in  "proof"  and  "  revile."  They  were,  however,  over- 
looked by  the  printer. 
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done.'  These  were  the  headings  of  a  long  article  on  the  subject.  We  are  informed  that  the 
patient  died  four  days  after  the  operation.  Whether  the  heart  was  or  was  not  flabby  or  fatty  we 
have  not  heard.'' 

The  above  is  a  specimen  of  the  tone  of  an  enlightened  medical  journal  of  our  day.  The  Chicago 
Tribune  did  give  an  account  of  a  "  new  surgical  operation  "  "  the  recent  achievement  of  Dr. 
Beebe,"  of  "  the  removal  of  nearly  five  feet  of  intestine,"  and  recorded  an  exploit  in  surgery  that 
the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  has  never  and  perhaps  never  will  have  occasion  to 
relate.  Should  it  ever  have  the  privilege  of  placing  before  its  readers  an  operation  of  one- 
fourth  the  magnitude  of  the  one  it  so  complacently  jeers  at,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  inform 
its  readers  "how  it  was  done! "  The  fact  is,  the  surgical  achievement  of  a  fine  operator  and  a 
brilliant  surgeon  has  rather  astounded,  not  only  the  public  but  the  profession,  and  the  Utter  are 
especially  dumbfounded  when  they  are  made  aware  of  the  fact  that  Dr.  Beebe  is  a  homoeopathic 
physician.  If  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  will  look  over  the  pages  of  the  New 
England  Medical  Gazette,  and  the  United  States  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  and  the  Western 
Homoeopathic  Observer,  it  wil!  find— besides  other  very  valuable  information,  which  it  will  do 
well  to  heed— the  record  of  the  operation,  the  ingenious  method  of  restoring  a  passage  par  via* 
naturales and  other  items  which  will  prove  the  success  of  the  operation,  and  especially  "how  it 
was  done  !  "  And  if  the  informant  who  was  kind  enough  to  state  that  the  patient  died  four  days 
after  the  operation,  will  inquire  more  carefully,  he  may  find  her  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health 
and  nursing  a  healthy  infant. born  since  the  "achievement"  and  also  may  learn  more  minutely 
"  how  it  was  done ! '' 

The  sarcasm  intended  to  be  conveyed  in  the  latter  part  of  the  note,  viz:  *' Whether  the  heart 
was  or  was  not  flabby  or  fatty  we  have  not  heard" — is  lost  upon  the  honest  and  upright  members 
of  the  profession,  and  can  only  indicate  a  knowledge  of  the  method  employed  by  M  shysters''  and 
mountebanks  in  the  profession  to  excuse  errors  of  judgment  In  operating,  which  we  could  scarcely 
have  believed  to  have  emanated  from  the  moral  sanctity  of  "  the  hub." 

There  are  degenerations  of  the  heart  other  than  the  fatty ;  and  there  is  a  faulty  degeneration 
of  mind,  that  forbids  ascribing  merit  where  it  is  due,  which,  in  this  age  of  the  world  and  in  a 
noble  profession,  is  a  disease,  we  hope  not  common,  though  it  may  be  disgusting.  The  operation 
of  Dr.  Beebe  is  an  exploit ;  is  an  achievement  in  surgery,  and  opens  the  door  to  investigation  in 
an  hitherto  untried  field.  Let  the  fair,  honest  and  upright  men  in  the  profession  give  him  the 
credit,  no  matter  to  what  school  of  medicine  he  may  chance  to  belong;  let  the  operation  be 
chronicled  and  placed  where  it  should  be.  Away  with  the  bigotry  and  narrow  mindedness  that 
forbids  ascribing  "  honor  to  whom  honor  is  duo." 

For  the  enlightenment  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  we  here  insert  a  letter  of  Dr. 
Bcobe : 

Chicago,  April  6, 1870. 

Dear  Doctnr:  —  In  answer  to  your  inquiry  I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  Mrs.  J.  B.  Child*, 
from  whom  I  removed  about  five  feet  of  the  small  intestine  for  strangulated  umbilical  hernia, 
made  a  good  recovery  from  that  operation,  completed  her  term  of  pregnancy  (being  four  months 
advanced  at  the  time  of  the  operation),  and  during  the  last  week  of  December  was  delivered  of  a 
healthy  female  child,  experiencing  a  more  comfortable  labor  and  getting  up,  than  at  either  of 
her  former  seven  confinements.    The  patient  is  still  living  and  enjoying  good  general  health. 

8incerely  yours, 

G.  D.  BEEBB. 


A  DEPARTMENT  OF  OPHTHALMOLOGY 

Has  been  openo«l  In  the  Cleveland  Homceopathic  Hospital,  under  the  supervision  of  T.  P.  Wilson, 
M.  D.  Dr.  W.  has  since  his  return  from  Europe  devoted  his  entire  time  to  ophthalmic  and  aural 
surgery,  and  the  addition  of  this  department  to  the  Hospital  will  certainly  meet  the  success  it 
deserves. 
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will  have  an  opportunity  to  visit  a  Homoeopathic  clinic.  What  a  contrast  lietween  St.  Louis,  a 
city  thousands  of  miles  from  the  cradle  of  Homoeopathy,  and  Leipsic,  where  Hahnemann  pro* 
mulgated  his  new  art  of  healing.  Here  are  hospitals,  where  but  a  few  years  since  the  red  man 
reigned,  devoted  entirely  to  the  treatment  of  the  new  school,  and  in  Leipsic,  where  Hahnemann 
promulgated  and  practised  his  new  therapeia,  and  where  civilization  held  authority  for  centuries 
past — in  that  scholarly  Leipsic — what  has  Homeopathy  to  boast  of?  A  Dispensary,  a  first  claws 
one,  certainly,  where  thousands  receive  aid  and  without  cost,  but  a  dispensary  is  not  a  hospital. 
May  we  not  affirm  that  the  West  is  in  advance  of  the  East. 

NSW  LECTURESHIP   IN   HOM(EOPATHT. 

Dr.  Heinighe,  of  Glauchau,  has  been  appointed  by  the  Central  Yerein  of  Homoeopathic  Physi- 
cians, as  lecturer  on  Homoeopathy,  at  the  Poliklinik  in  Leipsic.  The  lectures  will  begin  at 
once.  The  Outtral  Verein  pays  Dr.  H.  a  certain  amount  for  his  services,  and  it  is  anticipated  tbat 
many  students  and  allopathic  physicians  will  attend  these  lectures. 

THE  RINDERPEST. 

Dr.  Traeger,  in  a  very  interesting  article  on  the  comparative  pathological  anatomy  of  the 
"Rinderpest,''  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  based  upon  considerable  experience,  Ac,  that  acidum  nitri- 
cum  is  the  remedy  by  which  this  terrible  disease  can  bo  cured. 


THE  AMERICAN  INSTITUTE  OF  HOMOEOPATHY. 


The  twenty-third  session  of  this  national  body  will  be  held  in  Chicago,  commencing  June  7th, 
1870,  and  continuing  four  days.  The  preliminary  meeting  will  be  held  on  the  evening  of  Jane 
6th. 

It  is  confidently  expected  that  the  approaching  session  of  the  Institute  will  be  more  largely 
attended  and  more  fruitful  of  benefit  to  the  profession  thin  any  which  has  preceded  it. 

Blank  applications  for  membership,  and  any  desired  information  concerning  the  meeting  can 
be  had  by  addressing  the  General  Secretary,  R.  Ludlam,  M.  D.,  297  Wabash  Avenue,  Chicago,  111. 


A  FINE  OPENING  FOR  A  HOMEOPATHIC  PHYSICIAN. 


A  physician  of  standing  and  reputation  in  one  of  the  largest  western  cities,  desires  a  partner, 
who  shall  be  well  acquainted  with  the  theory  and  practice  of  Homeopathy.  This  gentleman 
(lately  an  old  school  practitioner),  will  be  able  to  introduce  a  competent  Homeopathic  physician 
to  a  large  circle  of  frieuds,  and  offers  a  situation  where  a  reputable  practice  may  soon  be  secured. 
For  further  information  address  the  editor  of  this  paper. 


I  HE  WESTERN  INSTITUTE  OF  HOMEOPATHY. 


Tills  body  meets  at  Chicago  on  Thursday  and  Friday,  May  the  19th  and  20th. 


THE 

Western      Hom<eopathic     Observer. 


arxrwrn,  1870. 
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MALPRACTICE. 


[Cuatinnetl  From  the  May  .'Number. | 

I  cannot,  help'stepping  aside  ^here  to  make  a  remark,  that 
wilt  apply  equally  to  the  members  of  the  legal  and  medical 
professions. 

We  have  seen  that  in  each  of  these  professions  the  practi- 
tioner is  expected  to  possess  skill  and  knowledge,  to  exercise 
due  and  correct  judgment.  This  skill  and  knowledge  can  only 
be  acquired  by  intense  application.  That  §uch  care  shall  bo 
exercised,  and  that  the  judgment  shall  point  to  the  correct 
line  of  action,  require  that  the  undivided  attention  shall  be 
jrfven  to  the  subject  in  hand.     Yet  I  fear  it  is  too  often  the  ease 
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that  both  lawyer  and  doctor  allow  themselves  to  be  diverted 
from  their  professions  by  side  issues.  Some  other  business 
absorbs  a  portion  of  their  time,  their'thoughts  and  their  atten- 
tion. It  has  often  been  said  that  the  law  is  a  jealous  mistress. 
I  coneeive  the  same  to  be  true  of  medicine.  He  who  would 
woo  either  must  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  all  other  voices,  however 
siren-like,  and  meet  with  stolid  indifference  the  blandishments 
of  all  rival  mistresses.  No  man  ean  be  successful  in  his  pro- 
fession— using  the  word  in  its  highest  sense — unless  he  gives 
to  that  profession  his  life's  energies.  Wealth,  political  honor, 
elegance  in  dwelling,  dress  and  equipage  are  all  pleasing  to  their 
possessor  and  flattering  to  their  pride.  But  if  they  must  be 
purchased  by  neglect  of  one's  profession,  they  will  not  out- 
weigh the  very  dust  in  the  balance.  To  be  a  good  lawyer  or 
a  good  physician  is  worth  far  more  than  them  all. 

A  brief  review  of  some  of  the  cases  of  malpractice  found 
in  the  Eeports  will  be  of  interest.  Much  the  larger  number  of 
such  cases  arise  from  amputations,  or  the  treatment  of  fractures 
or  dislocations.  In  a  matter  of  amputation,  especially,  so  valu- 
able is  a  leg  or  an  arm  to  its  possessor,  that  all  the  circumstan- 
ces attending  its  loss  are  always  critically  and  often  savagely 
revie  a  ed,  as  soon  as  relief  from  pain  and  danger  will  permit, 
and  in  proportion  to  the  consequences  involved  is  the  danger 
of  subsequent  trouble  to  the  Surgeon.  Yet  how  often  it 
happens  that  in  cases  of  compound  fracture,  the  question  is 
almost  evenly  balanced  for  or  against  amputation.  In  such 
cose,  if  amputation  is  overruled  and  the  patient  dies  the  Surge- 
on is  blamed.  On  the  other  hand  the  loss  of  the  limb  will 
raise  the  question  of  its  amputation,  not  at  a  time  when  life  or 
death  depend  upon  the  answer — not  at  a  time  when  the  suffer- 
ing of  the  patient  renders  him  indifferent  to  limb  and  almost 
to  life — not  at  a  time  when  all  the  circumstances  are  fresh  in 
mind  and  all  the  difficulties  are  apparent,  but  when  all  these 
are  past,  and  perhaps  forgotten,  by  all  except  the  Surgeon  him- 
self. 
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Two  cases  in  illustration  of  this,  selected  from  oar  American 
Reports,  I  take  from  Elwell  on  Malpractice. 

Two  surgeons  were  called  to  see  a  Mr.  P.,  whose  leg  had 
been  crushed  by  a  falling  log,  while  assisting  to  elevate  it  in 
building  a  log  house.  The  injury  was  so  severe  that  in  their 
opinion  amputation  was  necessary.  They  were  both  old  and 
experienced  physicians  and  surgeons,  having  practiced  thirty 
«r  forty  years  in  the  locality  where  the  accident  happened. 
The  operation  was  performed  after  due  deliberation  and  con. 
saltation,  the  patient  recovering  from  the  operation  in  about 
ihe  usual  time.  Some  years  after  the  events  of  accident  and 
imputation,  the  manner  and  propriety  of  the  amputation  wafi 
discussed  among  the  friends  of  the  patient,  the  hones  were 
<log  up,  cleansed  and  made  the  basis  of  a  suit  against  the  sur- 
geons. The  damages  were  laid  at  {10,000.  Eminent  counsel 
were  fonnd  to  undertake  andjearry  on  the  cause  for  a  portion 
of  the  spoils.  Several  long  trials  were  had,  the  jury  failing  to 
agree  in  all  of  them.  Depositions  were  taken  in  Philadclphia,New 
York  and  Washington,  involving  great  expense.  No  judgment 
was  obtained  against  the  defendants,  but  the  litigation  was  never. 
tbeless  ruinous  to  them.  The  accumulation  of  the  labor  of 
years  was  swept  away.  Had  these  surgeons  made  the  hazardous 
attempt  to  save  the  limb  and  succeeded  in  a  tolerable  degree, 
they  would  probably  have  been  sued  for  not  performing  a  per- 
fect cure  i 

The  other  case  was  that  of  a  young  man  who  fell  beneath  a 
wild  colt  he  was  attempting  to  ride.  Io  the  fall  the  foot  and 
leg  lay  at  an  angle  of  20  to  30  degrees,  resting  between  the  hard 
earth  and  a  thick  oak  plank,  the  weight  of  tho  horso  crushing 
it  into  the  ground  while  in  this  position.  The  result  was  a  com- 
pound comminuted  fracture  of  the  tibia  and  fibula,  rupturing 
the  tibial  artery,  crushing  the  nervcs,brusing  tho  muscles  badly 
affecting  the  vitality  and  integrity  of  the  limb  to  so  great  an 
extent  that  the  foot  became  immediately  cold.  Notwithstand- 
ing these  untoward  symptoms,  the  surgeons  in  attendance 
Adopted  the  hazardous  conclusion  of  trying  to  save  the  limb. 
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The  weather  was  warm  and  the  constitution  depraved.  General 
suppuration  took  place  from  the  knee  to  the  foot.  So  low  were 
the  powers  of  life  that  sloughing  supervened  at  ev^ry  point 
about  the  foot  or  ancle  where  the  lightest  pressure — even  that 
of  a  light  bandage — bore  upon  it.  Extension  was  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  lower  part  of  the  heel  sloughed  from  the  weight  o* 
the  foot,  though  resting  on  the  softest  cushion.  Animalculae 
would  form  in  twenty  four  hours,  in  various  parts  of  the  limb, 
after  the  most  perfect  cleansing. 

After  months  of  watching  and  the  greatest  care,  adhesion* 
took?  place,  and  the  patient  recovered  with  a  healing  ulcer  over 
the  instep,  and  the  limb  perhaps  half  an  inch  shorter  than  it-* 
mate.  The  surgeon  received  twenty  dollars  for  his  service- 
from  the  township  authorities,  for  the  patient  was  a  pauper. 
This  pauper  brought  suit  against  the  surgeon  because  there  wa* 
an  ulcer  still  remaining,  and  because  the  limb  was  half  an  inch 
too  short,  and  set  his  damages  at  5,000.  The  case  after  hanging 
in  court  for  several  terms,  to  the  great  annoyance  and  dam- 
age of  the  surgeon,  was  dropped.  But  so  disgusted  was  the 
surgeon  at  the  alarming  facility  for  bringing  suits  for  malpra* 
tice  that  he  left  the  practice  of  surgery  forever,  and^  now 
confines  himself  wholly  to  his  practice  as  a  physician. 

Another  most  fruitful  source  of  prosecution  for  malpractice  i> 
that  of  deformity  after  fracture.  And  for  these  suits  the  medica' 
profession  itself  is  largely  to  blame.  If  I  am  to  judge  from 
the  books  that  I  have  been  able  to  consult,  and  from  what  little 
I  know  of  the  matter,  surgeons  themselves  are  much  more  apt  to 
think  a  perfect  cure  possible  in  cases  of  fracture  than  actu- 
al experience  and  observation  will  warrant.  Dr.  Hamilton. in  a 
Keport  on  deformities  after  fractures,  says  :  "I  am  frank  to  con- 
fess that  until  I  commenced  these  investigations  I  had  not  anv 
just  notions  of  the  frequency  of  deformities  Jafter  fracture. 
Students  will  continue  to  go  out  from  our  hospitals  with  a  be- 
lief that  perfect  union  of  the  broken  bones  is  the  rule  and  that 
the  exceptions  imply  generally  unskillful  management,  and  if 
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when  hereafter  they  have  themselves  occasion  to  treat  a  frac- 
tured femur,  the  result  falls  short  of  their  standard  of  perfect 
success,  they,  taught  also  by  the  same  instinct  of  self  preser- 
vation which  actuated  their  teacher,  will  conceal  the  truth  from 
others,  and  even  from  themselves,  if  possible."  What  wonder 
;hen,  that,  when  placed  on  the  witness  stand,  when  called  or 
to  testify  as  to  the  skill  of  a  brother  physician,  they  should  hesi- 
tate to  acknowledge  the  liability  to  failure,  and  should  by  im- 
plication, if  not  by  direct  testimony,  give  to  the  jury  the  idea 
that  a  deformity  resulting  from  a  fracture  is  prima  facie  evi- 
dence of  a  want  of  skill.  What  wonder  that  attorneys  are  so 
ready  to  undertake  prosecutions  of  this  kind  when  they 
tind  this  idea  so  prevalent  among  the  members  of  the 
medical  profession.  It  is  indeed  important  for  the  honor  and 
dignity  of  both  professions,  and  for  the  peace  of  society  to  be 
able  to  show  to  the  courts  what  cannot  be  accomplished  by  the 
beet  informed  and  most  practical  surgeons  in  the  profession;  thus 
living  many  from  unjust  censure  and  heavy  pecuniary  damages. 
I  have,  myself,  been  much  interested  in  reading  these  reports 
of  Dr.  llamilton,  which  were  published  in  vols.  8,  9,  and  10  of 
the  "  Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association,"  and 
would  earnestly  recommend  them  to  the  members  of  this  class* 
They  have  been  of  great  benefit  to  me  as  a  lawyer,  and  while 
they  contain  lessons  which  are  probably  not  so  new  to  you,  yet 
they  cannot  fail  to  impress  you  with  the  importance  of  this  sub* 
jeet,  and  the  caution  that  should  be  used  in  giving  testimony  in 
prosecutions  of  this  kind.  The  frequent  cases  in  which  "doctors 
disagree,"  should  certainly  induce  to  this  caution.  One  case  oc- 
curred in  .New  York  where  a  fracture  of  the  humerus,  involving 
the  elbow  joint,  occurred  in  a  boy  of  slenders  tamina,  and 
resulted  in  the  loss  of  a  part  of  the  bone  by  mortification — the 
'ittle  finger  perishing  from  dry  gangrene,  and  the  adjacent  parts 
afterward  sloughing  by  ordinary  humid  mortification.  A 
prosecution  ensued  in  which  two  of  the  best  surgeons  of  Brook- 
lyn gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  these  unfavorable  consequences 
wert  due   to   the  bandages  having  been  applied  too  tightly  j 
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while  five  others,  of  perhaps  equal  reputation  were  convince! 
that  mortification  resulted  from  causes  over  which  the  atten- 
ding surgeon  had  no  control. 

With  a  reference  to  two  or  three  cases  of  considerable  inter- 
est I  close  this  part  of  the  subject. 

The  first  is  the  case  of  John  C.  Bassett,  v.  John  B.  Collin* 
and  Anthony  Barney — tried  in  the  Circuit  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  N.  Y.  The  case  was  this.  John  C.  Bassett,  aged  48. 
in  good  health;  but  corpulent,  was  injured  by  the  upsetting  of 
his  wagon,  and  the  falling  of  a  box,  as  was  believed,  upon  h:s 
thigh.  He  was  shortly  attended  by  Drs.  Reed  and  Carey.  After 
careful  examination  and  measurement  they  concluded  that  he 
had  only  received  a  severe  bruise.  He  remained  under  their 
care  two  weeks  and  was  then  taken  home  in  a  bed.  Four 
weeks  after  the  accident,  defendants  were  called  in,  as  the  leg 
was  now  said  to  be  shortened  and  turned  out.  On  examinatior 
defendants  found  the  left  leg  in  following  condition,  shortene  1 
one  inch  and  a  half— -the  toes  turned  out  and  could  not  bo  turne I 
in — the  left  heel  corresponding  to  the  hollow  of  the  right  foot 
— a  bunch  in  the  groin  like  the  head  of  the  femur.  They  de- 
cided that  it  was  a  dislocation  of  the  head  of  the  femur  upon 
the  pubis  aud  with  pulleys  properly  adjusted  and  carefully  oper- 
ated upon,  proceeded  to  attempt  its  reduction.  Alter  two  or 
three  minutes  extension  and  counter  extension,  a  sound  wa* 
heard,  and  a  sensation  felt  by  nearly  all  who  were  assisting, 
which  was  then  described  as  the  sound  and  sensation  usuallv 
produced  when  a  dislocation  is  reduced.  The  patient  wa-» 
again  laid  upon  the  bed  and  dismissed  as  cured.  It  appeared 
in  the  testimony,  however,  that  a  few  days  after  it  was  again 
shortened  and  turned  outt  It  also  appeared  that  the  plaintiff  did 
not  get  the  use  of  his  limb,  so  as  to  be  able  to  dispense  with 
crutches  or  a  cane  for  one  or  two  years.    The  limb  was  at  the 

time  of  the  trial  shortened  an  inch  and  a  half,  and  moderately 
turned  over;  but  the  motions  of  the  joint  were  free  and  the 
plaintiff  walked  with  a  very  slight  halt  and  without  inconveir- 
ence. 
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The  position  first  assumed  was  that  the  limb  was  sound  when 
defendants  took  hold  of  it  with  the  pulleys;  that  they  then  frao" 
tured  it  through  the  neck  and  without  the  capsule.  This  position 
was  afterward  abandoned,  end  it  was  all  edged  that  the  orignal 
accident  was  probably  a  fracture  without  the  capsule  and  without 
displacement,  that  when  examined  by  defendants;  a  displace- 
ment had  occurred  and  that  defendants  were  chargeable  with 
negligence  or  ignorance  in  not  discovering  that  it  was  a  fracture, 
and  consequently  for  subjecting  the  plaintiff  to  the  useless  pain 
of  extension  with  the  pulleys,  and  in  not  applying  subsequent- 
ly a  retentive  apparatus,  since  through  this  omission  the  plain- 
tiff had  a  shortened  and  crooked  leg. 

On  the  defense  it  was  admitted  that  the  original  accident 
was  a  fracture  without  displacement.  But  that  it  was  within 
the  capsule  and  near  the  head  of  the  bone;  that  its  being  within 
the  capsule  and  near  the  head,  could  alone  satisfactorily 
account  for  the  bunch  in  the  groin,  which  disappeared  with  the 
reduction,  and  for  the  subsequent  slow  restoration  of  the  limb. 
It  was  claimed  also  that  the  signs  described  by  the  witnesses 
were  the  oidinary  signs  of  a  dislocation  on  the  pubis  and  would 
be  likely  to  deceive  the  most  skillful  surgeon,  that  the  exten- 
sion with  the  pulleys  did  him  no  permanent  harm,  that  the 
subsequent  treatment  was  that  which  would  have  been  followed 
bad  the  exact  nature  of  the  accident  been  fully  known,  and 
finally  that  the  patient  had  as  good  a  limb  as  can  ordinarily  be 
expected  in  this  fracture  under  the  most  skillful  management. 

The  Court  charged  the  jury  that  they  wore  to  disregard  all 
mere  appeals  to  their  prejudices,  and  especially  to  reject  that 
counsel  which  had  advised  them  to  look  upon  the  medical  pro- 
fession as  an  oppressive  and  aristocratic  monopoly,  and  to  de- 
cide the  case  upon  the  facts,  as  drawn  from  the  witnesses  on 
the  stand.    The  jury  returned  a  verdict  for  the  defendants. 

This  case  is  important  as  showing  how  easy  it  is  for  the  pa- 
tient in  such  cases  to  underestimate  the  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  the  most  skillful  surgeons ;  and  how  recklessly  they  will 
rush  themselves  and  drag  their  medical  attendants  into  suits 
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involving  long  and  expensive  litigation.  Did  all  courts  enter- 
tain an  estimate  of  the  true  position  of  the  surgeon  in  these 
cases,  such  as  was  expressed  by  the  court  in  this  case,  litigants 
would  entertain  less  hope  of  recovering  large  damages  through 
the  prejudice  of  juries. 

The  following  case  which  was  in  the  New  York  Courts  from 
1844  to  1848,  is  important  as  showihg  the  opinions  of  the  med- 
ical witnesses  and  their  effect  upon  the  jury.  A  man  fell  from 
a  roof  which  he  was  engaged  in  shingling  and  fractured  the 
right  femur  transversely  about  its  middle.  Defendant  was 
called  and  applied  Sir  Astley  Cooper's  double  inclined  plane, 
having  previously  covered  the  leg  with  a  roller  and  secured 
lateral  splints  to  the  thigh.  At  the  end  of  six  weeks  the  dress- 
ings were  finally  removed,  the  fragments  being  united  firmly. 
The  patient  sued  the  surgeon  for  malpractice  because  the 
limb  was  bent  and  shortened  one  inch.  Of  the  witnesses,  Dr. 
T.  said  that "  moro  or  less  deformity  usually  follows  a  fracture 
of  the  thigh  bone,  even  in  the  best  cases."  Dr.  B.  said  "  it  was 
a  difficult  bone  to  heal  and  make  straight."  Dr.  F.  said  t€ frac- 
ture of  the  thigh  bono  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  to  treat — 
perhaps  the  most  so."  Dr.  P.  said,  "  In  children  you  may  gen 
erally  get  union  without  shortening ;  in  a  well,  active  man,  you 
may  not — it  depends  upon  the  power  of  the  muscles." 

The  Judge  in  his  charge  stated  that  if  the  jury  Jwere  satisfied 
that  the  defendant  had  exercised  ordinary  skill  and  ordinary 
care,  they  wore  to  find  for  him. 
The  verdict  was  for  the  defendant. 

(to  be  continued.) 


VABIOLIN. 


BY     WM.    D.    LEMON,   M.   D.,   JACKSONVILLE,    ILL. 

I  wish  to  call^tho  attention  of  the  profession  to  some  of  mv 
observations  in  connection  with  this  remedy.  Some  four  years 
ago  I  was  called  to  visit  a  child  who  had  been  sick  for  several 
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days.  On  entering  the  room  I  found  the  little  patient  in  the 
second  stage  of  confluent  smallpox.  Of  course,  all  were  much 
alarmed  at  the  announcement,  and  as  I  had  not  then  on  hand 
any  vaccine  matter,  I  gave  those  who  had  been  and  were  ex- 
posed, some  variolin,  to  be  taken  night  and  morning.  The  case 
proceeded  to  convalescence,  but  the  child  took  cold  and  died. 
No  other  case  occurred,  although  man  j  of  the  family  and  neigh- 
bors were  exposed,  throughout  the  sickness  of  the  child.  For 
pome  time  past,  small-pox  and  varioloid,  have  prevailed,  to 
some  extent  in  this  city.  As  soon  as  the  disease  broke  out,  I 
began  to  distribute  variolin*  among  my  patrons,  and  not  one 
of  them  hitherto  has  taken  the  disease — although  some — espe- 
cially one  of  our  aldermen  have  been  unusually  exposed. 

I  vaccinated  some  •hildren  several  times,  without  effect, 
while  they  were  taking  variolin — one  of  them,  in  particular,  as 
often  as  eight  times ;  finally  I  directed  the  discontinuance  of 
the  medicine,  and  then  vaccinated  it  again,  when  the  virus  took 
promptly.  The  same,  likewise,  occurred  with  several  others. 
In  view  of  these  facts,  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  the  profes- 
sion to  give  this  remedy,  as  opportunity  presents,  such  a  test 
as  will  satisfy  all  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  its  prophylactic 
qualities. 


« »  « » 


S  urgery. 


L.  II.  WILLARD,  M.  D.,   ALLEGHANY  CITY,   EDITOR. 


A  LECTURE  ON  ORTHOPEDIC  SURGERY,  BY  L.  H.  IV II  LARD,  M.  D 


Gentlemen  : — 

That  branch  of  surgery  upon  which  I  propose  to  lecture,  has, 
in  this  country,  only  recently  become  the  legitimate  property 
of  science.  From  the  hands  of  empirics  and  charlatans  it  has 
been  rescued,  by  Delpech  and  Stomeyer, of  former  times;  by 
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Little  and  Earwell,  of  England,  Bauer  and  Sayre,  of  our  own 
country,  together  with  a  host  of  enthusiastic  supporters,  who 
have  done  much  for  its  advancement,  and  have'placed  rt  on  that 
gc:entific  basis,  where  the  good  it  has  already  done,  ind  will 
ever  do — in  freeing  mankind  from  horrid  deformity — properly 
entitles  it.  In  no  other  branch  of  surgery  will  it  be  in  your 
power  to  render  such  invaluable  relief  as  in  this.  In  Orthope- 
dic surgery  you  relieve,  and  remove,  many  deformities,  which 
if  not  relieved,  or  unremoved,  would  in  some  instances,  render 
men  misanthropical  j  and  ^toward  their  fellow  creatures,  cruel, 
oppressive  and  malicious.  For  it  is  a  fact  worthy  ot  remark, 
that  among  the  deformed  of  our  race,  we  often  find  the  most 
wicked  and  dosigning.  IEow  great  then  should  be  your  care, 
and  how  earnest  ycur  efforts  to  perfect  yourselves  in  this  art, 
which  opens  to  you  almost  unexplored  regions,  where  await 
you,  not  only  honor  and  the  gratitude  of  your  pa- 
tients, but  where  you  will  have  the  happy  consciousness  of 
having  alleviated  the  sufferings  of  your  unfortunate  fellow-men. 
The  lectures  I  am  about  to  deliver  before  you  have  been 
rather  hastily  prepared.  The  subjeots  of  which  we  will  treat 
do  not  embrace  all  those  found  within  the  scope  of  orthope- 
dic literature,  but  only  those  pertaining  to  the  feet ;  where  de- 
formities most  frequently  occur,  and  where,  by  the  aid  of^ap- 
pliances  and  remedies,  we  are  able,  in  a  majority  of  cases,  to 
benefit  their  pitiful  condition,  thus  conferring  upon  mankind 
the  blessings  of  our  art. 

Of  other  deformities  I  am  not  at  present  prepared  to  treat, 
but  propose  adding  them  to  our  next  session's  lectures.  In  the 
meantime  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  your  Professor  of  Surgery 
will  deal  with  them  in  a  manner  highly  useful  and  instructive. 

As  a  practical  knowledge  of  surgery  in  all  its  branches  is 
much  better  than  a  purely  theoretical  knowledge,  I  shall  try  to 
give  you  the  most  recent  improvements,  leaving  you  to  read  and 
compare  at  your  leisure,  the  old  theories,  which,  like  those  of 
medicine,  are  sometimes  only  intesting  on  account  of  their  an. 
tiquity.     The  history  of  deformity  is  almost  as  ancient  as  the 
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history  of  the  human  race — for  it  has  been  strangely  ordained 
by  an  all-wise  Creator  that  with  beauty  of  form  and  figure,  va- 
rious anomalies  should  also  be  presented.  Hippocrates 
described  a  treatment  consisting  of  splints  of  different  kinds, 
together  with  immovable  bandages,  by  the  aid  of  which  these 

• 

deformities  might  bo  cured.  An  improvement  upon  his  method 
of  treatment  was  afterwards  made,  and  in  the  year  1784,  The- 
lonius  divided  the  Tendo  Achilles  by  cutting  tendons,  and  mak- 
ing a  free  incision  through  the  integuments.  The  patient  re- 
covered and  the  operation  proved  successful. 

The  next  operation  of  this  kind  was  performed  by  Sartoriua, 
the  16th  of  May,  1806,  upon  the  son  of  Martin  Oust.  The  pro- 
ceeding was  commenced  by  making  an  incision  four  inches  in 
length  over  the  tendon,  which  was  cut  transversely,  and  the  foot, 
by  main  force,  brought  straight,  whereat  a  cracking  noise  was 
heerd.  The  third  (operation)  was  in  a  similar  manner  performed 
by  Michoelis,  in  1809.  In  performing  this  operation  he  differed 
from  the  others,  by  only  incising  the  achilles  and  rupturing  the 
remaining  portions  of  the  contractions.  During  the  year  1816 
the  next  operation  was  performed  by  Delpech,  and  in  a  differ- 
ent manner.  He  made  no  long  incisions,  but  subcutaneous  sec- 
tion  instead. 

The  following  rules  are  given  by  this  eminent  surgeon,  and 
with  some  slight  variations  they  are  those  adhered  to  at  the 
present  day.  The  tendon  which  is  to  be  divided  must  not 
be  exposed;  its  section  should  be  made  by  entering  the  knife  at 
a  distance  from  the  tendon  and  not  through  an  incision  ot 
the  skin  parallel  to  it.  After  dividing  the  tendon,  care  must  be 
takeu  that  no  air  enters.  The  divided  extremities  should  be 
brought  in  contact  and  so  held  until  union  is  accomplished — as 
re- union  can  only  take  place  by  an  intermediate  fibrous  sub- 
stance j  gradual  and  careful  extension  should  be  made,  to  give 
the  required  length  to  the  shortened  muscles,  before  solidifica- 
tion takes  place.  Extension  being  complete,  the  limb  should 
be  fixed  in  this  position  and  there  Kept  until  the  new  substance 
has  acquired  that  firmness  of  which  it  is  susceptible.    Other 


177  Surgery. 

surgeons  adopted,  it  is  said,  these  same  rules.      As  in  medicine 
at  this  time,  the  recollection  of  these  operations  passed  into  a 
torpid  state,  and  no  attention  was  paid  to   them  until  about 
1830,  when   Stromeyer  operated jipon  G.  Eblen.     This  opera- 
tion was  in  all  respects  successful.    Attention  was  then  fully  di- 
rected to  this  branch  of  surgery,  and  after  successful  experi- 
ments it  was  published  to  the  profession  at  large,  that  a  tendon 
could  be  divided  subcutaneous ly  without  doing  injury.    After 
this  the  fever  raged  until  it  became  an  epidemic  and  as  is  the  case 
%  in  regard  to  new  things,  in  many  instances  it  resulted  in  harm 
when  good  should  have  resulted.     As  our  subject  confines  us 
to  bones,  nerves  and  tendons,  we  will  first  examine  the  condi- 
tion of  these,  in  their  abnormal  state,  before  proceeding  to  the 
special  deformities.    In  club  feet  of  either  the  valgus  or  varus 
variety,  we  have  an  impression  upon  first  examining  them,  that 
the  bones  constitute  to  a  great  degree  the   deformity.     These 
casts  which  you  see  before  mo  were  made  and  taken  from  feet 
in  which  no  deformity  existed,   to  show  you  to  what  extent  the 
foot  may  be  made  to  vary  from  the  normal  position,  and  still 
the  arch  of  the  foot  remain  perfect.     The   ligaments  and  mus- 
cles are  in  a  healthy  condition  and  therefore,  do  not  look  for 
tnis  trouble  exclusively,  when  you  are  asked  your  opinion  of  a 
case  of  deformity  affecting  the  extremities;  but  remember  that 
the  bones  in  almost  ail  cases  remain  to  a  great  degree  the  same 
as  the  Almighty  made  them.     It  is   only  when  age  has  been 
added  to  a  case  of  club  foot,  and  the   person  has  been  walking, 
or  trying  to  walk,  that  the  bones  becoming  accustomed  to  their 
unnatural  position,  grow  and  become  more  suited  to  the  weight 
imposed  upon  them,  that  they  enlarge  in  some  places,   become 
smaller  in   others,   in  order  to  assist  in   walking  and  making 
amends  for  the  want  they  feel  in  being  deprived  of  that   con- 
tractiblity  of  muscles,  or  the  want  of  nerve  power,    which  ren- 
ders such  extremities  so  different  from  sound  ones.  As  you  then 
must  not  consider  the  bones  deformed  or  out  of  place,  unless  the 
case  has  been  one  of  long  standing,  neither  must  you  consider 
the  contracted  tendons  the  sole  cause  of  the  trouble,  for  paraly- 
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sis  of  a  nerve  may  be  the  primary  cause  of  depriving  one  set  of 
muscles  of  their  power,  while  the  opposing  set,  not  having  their 
natural  check,  may  contract,,  and  remain  contracted,  thus  pro- 
ducing deformity,  which  may  defy  all  efforts  to  relieve,  however 
skillfully     and     perseveringly      they      may      be     directed. 
Thus    you     have     causes     for     deformity — paralysis,     con- 
tracted    tendons,     and    malformation     of     the    bones,    ac- 
companied with  either  paralysis  or  contracted  tendons.      Of 
the  causes  here  mentioned,  paralysis  is  the  most  frequent  and 
I  may  say,  in  all  oases,  it  plays  an  important  part.      Deficient 
nervous  power  has  by  some,  been  conceded  to  be  the  primary 
cause  of  all  those  cases  where  we  find  congenital  club  foot. 
Others  have  endeavored  to  explain  these  ?ases  of^congenital  club 
feet,  by  malposition  in  utero.  Cruveilhier,  says,  it  is  by  the  feet 
of  the  foetus  pressing  on  the  skin,  but  when  we  consider  that 
the  liquor  amnii  surrounds  the  foetus,  protects  it    from  sudden 
motions    or  from  outside  pressure,   and  that  the  deformities 
occur  in  monstrosities  without  any  head  at  all,  this*  idea  of  his 
seems  wholly  untenable;  as  deformities  occur  after  birth  from 
deranged  and  imperfect  nutrition,  owing  to  want  of  nerve  pow- 
er, so  in  the  foetus  the  growth,  development,  and  form  depend 
upon  the  same  cause.     We  have  frequently  heard  of  cases  where 
nature  has  performed  many  curious  freaks  in  giving  to  the  world 
deformed  babies  with  almost  all  the  imperfections  imaginable. 
And  here,  as    in    all  cases,  an  imperfect  nervous  supply  has, 
been  the  means  of  producing  these  cripples.    Very  frequently 
when  a  case  of  congenital  deformity  occurs,  other  parts  of  the 
body  present  some   deficiency.    Some  with  hare-lip  and  cleff 
palate,  some  weak  about  the  spine,  deficiency  of  bones  or  a 
redundancy  of  fingers.     These  cases  sometimes  are  accompa- 
nied with  imperfect  intellect,  which  will  render  your  progno- 
sis unfavorable  as  to  the  result.    A  curious  case  is  recorded  by 
Bilroth.    The  child  had  pes  varus  of  the  highest  grade,  of  the 
the  right  foot,  and  pes  varo  calcaneus  of  the  left.    The  patient 
died  from  pneumonia,  fourteen  days  after  birth,  when  it  was 
ascertained   that  the  deformity   of  the  right   foot,   had   been 
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caused  by  the  absence  of  the  entire  tibia.  Whereas  the  left  pre- 
sented the  ordinary  condition.  In  the  right  extremity  the 
muscles  of  the  inner  side  of  the  thigh,  were  inserted  partly  into 
the  capsule  of  the  knee  joint  and  partly  into  the  aponeurosis 
of  the  leg,  causing  thereby  permanent  flexion  of  the  knee. 
The  patella  pressented  an  oblong  form.  There  was  no  liga- 
mentum  patella).  The  capsule  of  the  ligamentum  laterale  in- 
ternum was  absent.  The  fibula  partook  with  a  dorsal  sur- 
face in  the  formation  of  the  knee  joint  and  was  so  loosely  con- 
nected as  to  allow  dislocation.  In  place  of  the  crucial  liga- 
ments, there  were  but  parallel  folds  of  the  synoval  membrane. 
The  triceps  muscle  of  the  calf;  tibialis  posticus  and  flexor  dig- 
itorum  longus  were  considerably  shortened ;  the  flexor  pollicis 
lonus,  tibialis  anticus  were  entirely  wanting.  The  tibialis  posti- 
cus and  flexor  digitorum  communis  longus,  originated  from 
the  aponeurosis  cruris.  The  fibula  which  was  of  or- 
dinary size  was  surrounded  by  nerves  and  vessels  nor- 
mal in  number  and  course.  I  merely  cite  this  case  as  a 
curiouss    one,    not    that    it     illustrates    the  theory    already 

advanced,  namely,  that  the  cause  of  congenital  club 
foot  does  not  depend  upon  the  malformation  of  bones 
or  contraction  of  tendons,  but  upon  a  want  of  nerve  power  in 
thoie  muscles  or  tendons,  wh  ch  are  extended  to  their  utmost 
limit,  thereby  causing  the  sound  muscles  to  contract  and  thus 
producing  deformity.  Bar  well,  an  eminent  authority  upon 
these  conditions  of  the  extremities,  says  that  in  all  cases  he  has 
found  this  to  be  the  cause.  In  cases  of  deformity  occuring  after 
birth,  the  same  cause  will  produce  alike  effect,  unless  the  defor- 
mity in  the  result  of  burns,  or  loss  of  substances  Jfrom  acci- 
dent. An  arm  or  thigh  kept  in  position  for  a  short  time  loses 
in  part  that  tonicity  which  is  only  kept  perfect  by  motion.  The 
ligaments,  serving  only  to  keep  and  protect  the  joints  do  never 
contract,  but  on  the  contrary  can  be  distended  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, as  is  illustrated  by  dislocation,  where  the  capuslar  liga- 
ments are  so  loose  as  to  permit  the  the  head  of  the  bone  to 
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glide  from  its  position,  when  the  muscles,  which  are  the  means 
of  retaining  in  place  the  various  parts  of  the  body  are  thrown 
offitheir  guard.  Thus  we  see  with  what  slight  apparant  cause 
a  paralyzed  limb  can  be  dislocated,  and  how  easily  reduoed, 
and  again  how  flaccid  a  limb  becomes  when  through  nervous 
power  is  redered  dormant  by  an  anesthetic.  A  case  was 
presented  for  my  examination  some  time  ago,  a  boy  ten  years 
old  who  had  had  convulsions  when  a  baby.  The  flexors  of 
both  legs  were  contracted,  and  had  remained  so  ever  since.  The 
extensors  were  soft  and  flabby,  the  limb  almost  powerless, 
but  the  deformity  was  produced  by  deficient  nerve  Bupply  to  the 
extensor  muscles  for  the  flexors  retained  their  tonicity,  and 
would  be  thrown  into  movement  by  a  slight  galvanic  current, 
whereas  it  was  some  time  before  the  opposing  muscles  would 
respond  to  a  powerful  current. 


-*-•- 


STRABISMUS-CALCAREA    CARB. 


BY  C.  A.  JAEGER,  ELGIN,  ILL. 
*Allg.  horn.,  Zeitz,  Bd.  80,  S.  58. 


Alexis  W.,  aged  16  years,  pupil  of  the  topographical  college 
in  Maskaro,  came  to  Dr.  Bojanus,  Feb.  2,  1864.  When  eight 
years  old  he  had  the  measles,  and  being  of  a  scrofulous  habit- 
us, he  contracted  inflammation  of  the  eyes,  which  continued  to 
trouble  him  for  more  than  a  year  after  the  measles  had  disap- 
peared. In  the  left  eye,  however,  which  was  rather  short- 
sighted, strabismus  appeared,  which  now  exists  for  nearly  eight 
years.  All  the  physicians  who  had  been  consulted  advised  an 
operation,  to  which  he,  however,  objected  on  account  of  fear. 
The  sight  of  the  left  eye  is  almost  obliteiated,  the  bulbus  is 
sharply  turned  to  the  inner  angle;  he  can  read  medium  print 
with  great  exertion,  by  bending  the  head  sharp  to  the  right  and 
holding  the  paper  or  b#ok  close  up,  so  that  the  point  of  the  nose 
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touches  the  object.  At  a  distance  of  three  or  four  inches  objects 
appear  together,  and  at  a  greater  distance  he  cannot  see  anything. 
There  is  nothing  else  abnormal  about  the  eye,  except  a  dullness 
in  its  appearance.  The  patient  complains  of  aheadaohe,which 
embraces  the  whole  head,  and  which  occurs  without  any  special 
eause.  He  says,  it  is  more  like  a  hoadache  caused  by  vapor 
and  neither  tho  temperature,  the  weather,  or  any  other  cause 
or  change  seems  to  have  any  influence  upon  it.  He  thinks, 
however,  that  too  gieat  exertion  with  the  eye  night  cause 
the  headache.     All  the  other  functions  normal. 

Calcarea  carb.  30,  every  other  night  was  ordered  at  this  time. 
On  the  28th  of  February  the  patient  reported  himself  as  some- 
what improved,  and  he  could  read  common  print  quite  readily 
at  a  distance  of  three  inches.  The  strabismus  was  also  some- 
what less  and  ho  was  not  obliged  to  turn  his  head  so  much  to 
the  right  j  he  had  no  hoadache  since  his  first  call.  Calcarea  wa* 
continuad. 

March  17th,  he  had  much  improved ;  he  could  read  at  a  dis- 
tance of  nearly  six  inches,  as  well  as  he  did  on  the  28th  of  Feb- 
ruary at  the  distance  of  three  inches.  The  strabismus  had  con- 
siderably diminished,  he  turned  his  head  but  slightly  to  the 
right ;  no  headache.  Calcarea  as  before.  On  the  7th  of  April, 
he  could  read,  at  a  distance  of  a  foot,  with  perfect  ease,  and 
hold  his  head  entirely  erect.  The  strabismus  also  had  to  a 
considerable  extent  diminished.  Calcarea  as  before.  On  May 
12th,  patient  could  read  at  a  distance  of  eighteen  inches ;  stra- 
bismus entirely  subsided ;  had  no  return  of  headache ;  feels  per- 
fectly well.  Medicine  was  now  discontinued.  During  the  fol- 
lowing three  years,  Dr.  B.  had  occasion  to  fsce  the  young  man 
frequently,  and  during  thtoe  years  following  he  continued  well. 


* »    ♦ » 


FRACTURES  OF  THE  OLECRANON. 


BY  E.  A.  CLARK,    M.  D.,  RE8IDBNT  PHYSICIAN,  ST.  LOUIS  CITY  HOSPITAL. 

I  have  found  all  the  ordinary  appliances  in  use  for  treating 
fractures  of  the  olercanon  so  deficient  in  meeting  the  indica. 
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tions  required,  that  I  have  been  induced  to  advise  the  appara- 
tus represented  in  the  following  woodout,  which  is  sufficiently 
simple  to  require  but  little  description. 


Fractures  of  the  olecranon,  as  they  usually  occur  towards  the 
middle  or  base  of  the  process,  are  generally  attended  witli  such 
a  degree  of  displacement — especially  in  muscular  subjects — that 
the  ordinary  method  of  applying  narrow  strips  of  cotton  or 
cloth  around  the  arm — both  above  and  below  the  elbow — and 
approximating  them  by  means  of  lateral  strips,  as  commended 
by  Sir  Astley  Cooper  and  Amesbury,  with  the  view  of  drawing 
down  the  upper  fragment  in  apposition  most  favorable  for  bony 
union,  will  necessarily  require  these  bands  to  be  so  tight  around 
the  arm,  at  both  points,  as  to  arrest  the  circulation.  This  dan 
ger  will  be  the  more  imminent  in  cases  where  there  is  much 
contusion  and  swelling  of  the  soft  parts,  which  as  muht  be  ex- 
pected, from  the  very  nature  of  the  violence  or  force  requird 
to  produce  this  fracture,  is  almost  always  the  case.  The  method 
of  treatment  recommended  by  these  gentlemen  is  also  objection 
able  in  that  they  direct  that  ihe  arm  bo  kept  in  the  straight 
position. 

The  apparatus  above  represented  consists  ofa  baud  of  ordinary 
sole  leather  about  two  inches  in  width  and  of  sufficient  length 
to  surround  the  arm,  lined  with  cloth  or  chamois,  and  well 
padded  with  cotton  or  hair.  I  n  order  to  give  the  band  addition 
al  firmness,  and  also  to  secure  it  around  the  arm,  a  strip  of  com- 
mon harness  leather  is  stitched  upon  the  outside,  to  one  end  of 
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which  two  small  buckles  are  attached,  while  the  other  end, 
which  extends  about  three  inches  beyond  the  band,  is  split  or  cut 
into  two  straps  to  correspond  with,  and  fasten  into  the  buckles. 
The  band  is  fastened  around  the  arm  above  the  fractured  pro- 
cess, and  may  be  drawn  to  any  degree  of  tightness  necessary  to 
bring  the  broken  fragment  down  when  traction  is  made  upon  it. 
The  same  band  may  be  used  on  either  arm,  and  may  be 
adapted  to  an  arm  of  any  size.  On  the  outer  side  of  this  band, 
and  one  inch  apart — one  on  each  side  of  the  olecranon — are  two 
buckles  or  staples,  which  should  be  two  inches  in  length,  and 
three-fourths  of  an  inch  in  width  and  clinched  on  the  inside  of  the 
leather  band,  from  which  they  project  at  a  right  angle.  These 
buckles  or  staples  also  have  three  bars  across  them,  with  two 

tongues  made  to  turn  either  way. 

In  applying  this  apparatus  the  arm  should  be  fixed  at  an  angle 

of  forty-five  degrees,  and  a  common  pasteboard  splint  bent  at 
that  angle  placed  upon  its  anterior  surface.    The  leather  band 
is  the*  buckled  over  this  splint,  just  above  the  fragment  of  the 
olecranon,  and  the  entire  fore-arm  is  covered  with  a  bandage  to 
hold  the  anterior  splint  firm  to  the  arm  and  thus  prevent  any 
movement  of  the  elbow-joint,  which,  if  allowed,  would  be  con 
stantly  modifying  the  force  exerted  upon  the  fracture.    A  com- 
mon buckskin  glove  is  thea  placed  upon  the  hand,  to  the  ante 
rior  or  posterior  surfaces  of  which  are  attached  two  leather 
straps,  which  are  to  be  buckled  into  the  staples  on  the  band. 
By  buckling  these  straps  over  the  bars  at  a  greater  or  less  dis- 
tance from  the  band,  and  tightening  them  as  required,  we  ob- 
tain the  necessary  amount  of  leverage  to  turn  the  lower  edge  of 

the  band  in  upon  the  arm,  and  push  the  fractured  process  down 
before  it.  / 

By  making  traction  upon  these  straps  any  degree  of  force 
may  be  exerted  upon  the  band,  necessary  to  draw  the  broken 

fragment  down  and  hold  it  in  perfect  apposition  with  the  head 

of  the  ulna. 

It  may  be  objected  to  this  method  of  treatment,  that  the  arm 

is  held  in  a  flexed  position,  thus  increasing  the  space  between 
the  two  fragments.  But  the  advantage  of  this  position  is  ap- 
parent for  two  reasons ; 
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First,  by  flexing  the  arm  to  this  extent  the  point  of  the  ole. 
cranon  is  made  more  prominent,  and  consequently,  the  band 
more  surely  adjusted,  so  as  not  to  slip  over  it:  while,  again,  the 
force  exerted  upon  the  band  by  the  straps,  directed  at  an 
angle  of  forty-five  degrees  from  the  axis  of  the  humerus,  ren- 
ders the  pressure  still  more  secure  above  the  point  of  the  ole- 
cranon and  prevents  the  possibility  of  it  slipping  back  beneath 
the  band. 

The  second  reason  for  fixing  the  arm  in  this  position  is  to 
relax  the  brachialis  anticus,  the  action  of  which,  in  cases  where 
the  fracture  occurs  low  down,  near  the  base  of  the  olecranon,and 
especially  in  a  muscular  subject,  when  the  arm  is  held  in  a  per- 
fectly straight  position,  evidently  draws  the  head  of  the  ulna 
forward,  so  that  a  portion  of  its  fractured  surface  is  in  direct 
apposition  with  the  articular  surface  of  the  lower  end  of  the 
humerus;  while  if  the  detached  fragment  of  the  olecranon  be 
forced  down  to  its  proper  position  it  would  not  be  in  complete 
apposition  with  the  upper  end  of  the  ulna,  btft  would  leave  a 
space  in  the  articulation  to  be  filled  up  by  callus  and  thus  pro- 
dace  more  or  less  complete  anchylosis  of  the  joint. 

This  apparatus  when  applied  as  described,  is  in  no  way  pain- 
ful to  the  patient,  the  band  being  padded  in  the  inside  and  the 
pressure  exerted  by  it  on  the  anterior  surface  of  the  arm  bear- 
ing upon  the  pasteboard  splint ;  the  only  other  pressure  exer- 
cised is  directly  upon  the  olecranon,  and  that  upon  such  a  broad 
surface  that  sloughing  need  not  occur  in  any  case. 

I  have  treated  but  one  case  with  this  apparatus,  and  with  the 
following  result: 

A  laboring  man,  aged  32  years,  was  admitted  to  the  hospital 

live  days  after  receiving  a  fracture  of  the  blecranon  near  its 
base.  At  the  time  of  his  admission  he  had  an  abcess  as  large 
as  a  hen's  egg  immediately  over  the  point  of  the  olecranon,  re- 
sulting from  a  contusion  received  when  the  bone  was  fractured. 
The  abscess  was  opened  before  the  dressing  was  applied,  and, 
notwithstanding  all  the  pressure  required  te  hold  the  bones  in 
apposition  was  made  upon  the  point  over  the  abscess,  it  healed 
quite  readily;  and  in  seven  weeks  the  apparatus  was  removed, 
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leaving  firm,  bony  union  in  the  fracture,  without  the  least  de- 
formity or  displacement  \  and  now — three  weeks  since — the  pa- 
tient  has  recovered  almost  perfect  use  of  his  arm. 

No  passive  motion  of  the  joint  was  allowed  at  any  period  of 
the  treatment. — Medical  Archives. 
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MATERIA  MBDICA. 


WM.  L.  BREYFOGLE,  M.  D.,  LOUISVILLE,  KY,  EDITOR. 


COMPARED  HEAD  SYMPTOMS. 

Aconite.     Vertigo  on  raising  the  head,  (also  Bry.,  on  moving 
the  head,  Bry.,  con.,   aloes,) 
Burning  as  from  boiling  water  in  head,     {see  Phos.) 
Aethusa  o.     Headache  as  if  in  a  vice,  (also  Merc,  v.,  Helon.,  w 

Gelsem.) 
Agaricus  m.     Vertigo  from  the  rays  of  the  sun,  {see  Nat.  carb.) 
Pain  as  from  a  nail  driven  into  the  side  of  the  head,  (alM» 
Ignat.,  coff.,  into  temple,  Arn.) 
Agnus  c.     Feeling   of  smoke    in    the    head,     (of  air    passing 

through  the  head,  Aur.) 
Aloes.     Stitches    in  temple  at  every  step,  (Headache,  Sil., 

Led.  p.,  Sulph.) 
Alumina#    Vertigo  with  white  stars  before  the  eyes,  (fiery  zig- 
zags, Spig.) 
Headache  as  if  the  hair  was  torn  out,  (also  Mag.  m.,  Hag.  c.) 
Ambra  g.    Congestions  of  the  head  from  music. 
Ammo  garb.     Chronic  headache* 

Hammering  in  forehead  as  if  it  would  burst,  (on  vertex, 
calc.  c.) 
Anacard.    Headache  from  noise  and  from  false  stepping. 
Ant.crud.     Headache  from  bathing,  (also  Bhus  tox.) 

(Bad  effects  of  watering  places,  Puis.) 
Apis  mel.    Headache  better  from  pressure,  (also  arg.  n.) 

Congestion  to  head  with  suppressed  menses,  (also  Calc.  c, 
Glon.,  Graph.) 
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"(Suppressed  menses  with  nose  bleed,  Bry.) 

Argent  met.     Tearing  in  bones  of  head  every  day  at  noon. 

Arsenicum.    Periodical  headaches,  (headaches  every  week,  SiL, 
Gelsem.,  Sach  alb.) 

Asclepiab  tub.    Headaches  from  flatulency. 

AsAFoeTiDA.    Headache  ceasing  or  changing  on  touch. 

Belladonna.    Congestion  to  head,  with  throbbing  carotids,  (al- 
so Glon.) 
Headache  from  having  the  hair  cut,  (also  Puis.,  JLed.  p.,  Sep.) 
Headache  arising  from  the  neck,  (also  Thuja.,  Calc.  c;  run- 
down into  the  neck,  Spig.,  Lye.) 

Bufu.    Headache  after  breakfast,  (also  Nux.  m.,  Lye.) 

Bromium.     Headache  from  drinking  milk,  (see  Nitrum.) 

Bryonia.    Headache  worse  from   least   motion,  (also  Berb.  v., 
Bism.) 
Dull,  heavy  aching  in  forehead. 

Cactus  grand.     Headache^ every  other  day,   (also  Eupat.)  bet- 
ter from  pressure,  (see  Apis.) 

Calc  carb.     Vertigo  on  ascending,  (also  Euphorb.,  Sil.     On  de- 
cending,  Ferr.,  Merc,  peren.) 
Headache  arising  from  the  nape  of  neck,  (see  Bell.) 

Camph.     Headache  bettor  on   thinking  of  it,   (also    Cicuta  v., 
Worse,  Oxalic  ac.) 

Cann  sat.     Feeling  as  from  drops  of  water  falling  on  the  head. 

Carb.  an.    Pain  in  vertex  as^if  the  skull  were  open,    (as  if  it 
would  open,  Caps.,  Bry.) 

Causticum.    Feeling  of  an  empty  space  in  head,  (also   Cocc., 
Arg.  m.,  Coral,  r.,  Nat.  m.) 
Involuntary  nodding  of  the  head  while  writing. 

Cham.     Headache  even  during  sleep. 

China.    Headache  from  a  draft  of  air,   (also  Benz.  ac,  Valer.) 

Cina.    Headache  after  attacks  of  intermittent  fever,  (after  epi- 
lepsy, Cup.,  China.) 

Cinnab.    Headache,  can't  raise  head  from  the  pillow.  . 

Cocculus.    Headache,   with   pain,  as  if  the  eyes  would  be  tor 
out  at  every  movement,  (see  Bry.) 
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Cochlearia  a.  Headache  first  in  one,  then  the  other  side  o£the 

head,  (see  Nat.  m.) 
Conium.    Vertigo  on  taming  the  head,  (also  Ipecac.,  Kali,  c, 

Bry.)  or  in  bed,  (tee  Paeonia.) 
Feeling  as  from  a  lump  in  the  brain. 
Crocus  sat.    Sudden  shocks  in  forehead  and  temples. 
Croton  tig.     Head  sensitive,  to  pressure  cf  the  hat,  (also  Carb. 

v.,  Nit.  ac,  Sil.) 
Cyclamen.    Headache  relieved  by  cold  water,  (also  Fluor,  ac, 

Worse,  Sil.,  Sulph.) 
Ferrum.    Headache,  with  fiery  red  face,  (with  blindness,  Mur. 

ac,  zinc.) 
Gelsem.    Pain  as  from  a  tape  around  the  head,  (also  Helon., 

Merc,  v.,  Sulph.,  Incl.,  Iod.,  Nit.  ac.) 
Pain  as  from  a  blow  on  forehead,  (see  Ars.  and  Psor.) 
Glonoine.    Congestive  headache,  ascending  from   chest,   netk 

or  occiput. 
Graphites.    Headache  running  into  teeth  and  neck,  (see  ApLO 

Gymnocladus  o.    Headache  with  desire  to  lean  the  head  against 

something. 
Hepar  sulph.    Aching  in  forehead  as  from  a  boil. 
Hippomane.     Weight  on   vertex     inclining   the  head  forward, 

see  Nux.  v.,) 
Ignatia.     Headache  as  from  a  nail,  pressing   from    within  to 

without,  (reverse,  Plat,,  Nit.  ac.) 
Iris  vers.    Sick  headache   with   bilious  vomiting,  (also  Sang., 

Nux.  v.) 

Kali  bich.    Headache    in    small    spots,    or    from  suppressed 

Ozoena. 
Kali  carb.    Headache  from  riding  in  a  carriage,  (also  Cocc, 

Meph.,  Nat.  m.) 

(Headache  disappearing  on  riding  in  a  carriage,  Nitric  ac) 
Kali  hyd.    Headache  always  at  5  a.  m.,  (6  p.  m.,  Coloc.) 
i£obaltum.    Vertigo  during  stool. 
Lachesis.     Headache  worse  after  sleep,  (see  Bell.,  Nux,  v.) 

Headache  better  from  sleep,  Pall.) 
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Lachnanthes.    Pain  in  the  head  as  if  split  open  by  a  wedge, 

(see  Ignat,) 
Lycopodium.    Headache  worse    from  4  to  5  p.  m.,  {see  Bufo  and 

Bell.) 
Merc,  vivus.    Vertigo  as  if  in  a  swing,  (also  Bell.) 

Headache  as  if  in  a  vice,  (also  Aeth.,  see  Gelsem.) 
Mezerum.    Headache  from  anger,    (also  Cham.,  Petrol.   From 

fright,  Opium.) 
Muriatic  ao.     Feeling  as  if  the  brain  wore  torn^  (see  Ferrum.) 
Nat.  cars.    Headache  at  a  certain  hour  every  day,  (see  Kali 

hycL) 
Headache'in  the  sun,    (also    Glon.,  Lack.,   Nux.    v.,    Bell., 
Brom.  Vertigo,  Agar,.  Selen.) 
Nat.  mur.     Sick-headache  first  on  one,  then  the  other  side  of 
head,  (also  Puis,  see  Coch.  a.) 
Shooting,  hammering  in  head  with  or  without  vertigo. 
Niccolum.    Headache  every  two  weeks,,  (every    waek,    Sil., 

Sulph.,  Sach.  alb.) 
Nitrum.     Headache  terminating  at  the  tip  of  the  nose. 

Headache  from  eating  veal,   (from  potatoes,  Alvm.}  from 
coffee,  Nux.  v.;  from  tobacco,    Pans  q.;   from   hunger, 
Phos.;  from  fat  food,  Puis.;  from   milk,  Brom.;  from  tea, 
Thuja.;  from   lemonade,   Stlen.;   from   wine,  Zinc;  from 
beer,  Kali  c;  from  alcoholic  liquors,  Nux.  v.,  lluta.  #.) 
Nuxmosch.    Headache  with  much  drowsiness,  (see  Bufo.) 
Nux  vom.    Stupefying  headache  with  weight  in   the  occiput, 
(see  Hipp.) 
Pain  as  from  a  nail  driven  into  vertex,  (see  Ignat.  and  Agar.) 
Headache  from  sedentary  habits,  (see  Nitrum.) 
Oxalic  acid.    Pressing  on  small  spots,  worse   on   lying  down, 

better  from  stool,  (see  Camph.) 
Paeonia.    Vertigo  from  slightest  motion,  (see  Bry.  and  Con.) 
Palladium.    Head  feels  as  if  shaken  to  and  fro,  from   behind 
forward. 

Phosphorus.     Piercing  pain  over  left  eye,  (aching  over  left 
eye,  Aeon.;  right  eye,  Phos.  ac.) 
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Phos  acid.     Headache  on  the  side  on  which  one  lies,  (see  Phos.) 
Pain  in  bones  of  skull  as  if  scraped,  (also  Eh  us.,  seeBhod.) 
Phytolacca.    Darting  pain  from  left  eye  to  vertex. 
Plumbum.     Headache  as  from  a  baH  rising  in  the  head. 
Podophyllum.     Headache  alternating  with  diarrhoea. 

(Gastric  and  rheumatic  troubles  alternating,  Kali  b.) 
Psorinum.     Pain  as  from  a  blow  on   forehead,  waking  him  at 
night,  (see  Gelsem.) 
Must  keep  his  head  covered,  also  Bell.;  uncovered,  Glon.) 
Pulsatilla.     Headache  better  in  the  open  air,  (worse,  Sulph.) 
Headache  better  from  walking  slowly,  (from  walking  fast, 
Eh  us.) 
Ehododendbon.    Violent  tearing  in  the  bones  of  the  head,  (see 
Phos.  ae.) 
(Pain  in  the  periosteum  of  the  skull,  Euta.  g.) 
Sabina.     Pain  in  right  temple  appearing  suddenly,  disappearing 
slowly. 
(Comes  slowly,  goes  suddenly,  Sulph.  ac.f^comes  and  goes 
sudden  1}',  Bell.) 
Sambucus.     Swashing  in  the  head,  as  from  water. 

Headache  inclining  the  head  backwards,  (forwards,  Ignat., 
Gelsem.,  see  Zinc.) 
Sanquinaria.     Sick-headache  on   right  side,  beginning  in  the 
morning,  ending  at  night,  with  vomiting  or  sleep. 
(Sick-headache  on  left  side,  Sep.) 
Headache  with  rheumatism. 
Sarsaparilla.     Sound  as  from  a  bell  in  the  head  on  talking. 
Selenium.    Stinging  ovor  the  left  eye.  on  walking  in  the  sun, 
(see  Nat.  c.) 
Headache  every  afternoon,  (also  Lye,  Sil.,  Sepia.) 

Sepia.    Headache  on  left  side,  often  causing  cries,  (see  Phcs,) 
Involuntary  jerking  of  the  head,  (see  Ignat.) 

Silicia.    Daily  headache  from  noon   till   evening,  (see  Seleu.) 
Better  from  wrapping  head  up  warmly,  (also  Phos.,  Thuja.) 
Headache  from  a  mis-step,  (see  Aloes.)    Pressure  of  hat  is 
painful,  (see  Croton  tig.) 
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Spigelia.     Vertigo  on  looking     downwards,   (upwards,  Puis., 
see  Alum.) 
Neuralgia  on  left  side,  stitches  out  of  the  left  eye. 
Neuralgic  headache  running  downwards  into  neck,  (up- 
wards, Thuja,  see  Bell.) 
Spongia.    Feeling  as  if  the  hair  were  standing  on  end. 
Staph.    Headache   from    excessive  sexual  indulgence,    (also 

China.,  Con.,  Phos.  ac.) 
Sulphur.    Vertigo  with  epistaxis,  (also  Phos.) 
Heat  and  burning  on  vertex. 
Headache  at  every  step,  (also  Sil.,  see  Aloes.) 
Thuja.    Headache  ascending  from  neck,   (reverse,   Spig.,  see 

Bell.) 
Veratrum.    Headache  with  icy-cold  forehead,  or  with  stiffness 

of  the  neck. 
Zincum.  Vertigo  inclining  head  to  the  left  side,  (see  Sarab., 
and  Kerr.) 
The  "  Melihtus  off.  (sweet  clover),  is  very  highly  recom- 
mended in  Nervous  Headaches,  especially  after  the  usual  reme- 
dies have  failed.  My  experience  with  it  is  limited;  in  every  in- 
stance I  have  succeeded  in  producing  a  marked  aggravation; 
but  no  beneficial  results 


♦ »   #  ♦ 


Editorial. 


MIXED    CLINICS. 


The  subject  of  admitting  women  to  the  clinics  in  the  different  medical  institutions 
of  our  country,  is  one  which  is  now  agitating  the  public  mind  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent.   Very  many  of  the  highest  and  best  authorities  of  the  land,  while  they  adv  ocate 
the  medical  education  ©f  the  other  sex,  deem  it  improper  that  the  classes   be 
"  mixed,"  in  other  words,  be  composed  promiscuously  of  men  and  women.    In  our 
own  colleges  (Cleveland  and  Chicago)  where  female  students  have  been  educated, 
there  spj  ears,  as  far  as  we  can  leain,  to  have  been  no  disturbance  whatsoever,  but 
in  other  Institutions  quite  serious  troubles  have  arisen,  and  on  the  6th  of  November 
last,  in  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  there  was  an  outbreak  (most  ungallant,  uncalled 
or  and  disreputable,  on  the  part  of  the  male  students),  which  appeared  likely  to 
ead  to  serious  consequences.    The  matter,  however,  was  thus  brought  before  the 
public,  and  it  will   be  interesting  to  our  readers  to  know  what  results  were  ob- 
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tained  from  a  deliberation  on  the  subject.  The  following  extracts  from  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  meeting  of  the  managers  of  the  Hospital  will  serve  to  elucidate  the  mat- 
ter: 

THE  CLINICAL  CONTROVERSY. 

After  the  reading  of  the  reports  had  been  concluded,  Mr.  Lewis  offered  absolu- 
tion to  the  effect  that  the  question  of  selling  the  Woman's  Medical  College  ticket*  to 
the  Clinical  Lectures,  should  be  decided  at  this  meeting  by  ballot 

As  a  substitute  Mr.  Welsh  offered  the  following  : 

Whbbbas,  The  managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  have  asked  the  contributor* 
to  inform  the  incoming  Board  of  their  wishes  in  regard  to  clinical  instruction  to 
women,  and,  whereas,  such  instruction,  when  given  to  large  bodies  of  men  and 
women  collectively,  is  at  present,  in  the  minds  of  many,  of  questionable  expediency: 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  managers,  after  conferring  with  their  medical  and  surgical 
staff,  shall,  if  practicable,  arrange  for  appropriate  and  thorough  clinical  instruction 
in  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  to  the  students  of  the  Woman's  Medical  College  of  this 
city 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  Welsh  said  that  he  had  for  a  long  time  noticed  that , 
little  by  little,  encroachments  were  being  made  upon  this  institution  ;  and  if  it  was  t«> 
become  a  general  clinic-room,  he  for  one  was  not  Apposed  to  allowing  womca  to  at 
tend  these  lectures,  but  he  thought  the  women  should  be  taken  through  the  wards 
by  the  faculty,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  done  at  present  with  male  students. 

Dr.  Agnew  took  the  floor, and  gave  his  experience  while  conducting  a  clinic  in  th* 
Hospital  before  a  mixed  class.  He  said  that  frequently  he  was  much  embarrassed 
while  giving  such  instruction  by  the  presence  of  females.  The  speaker  referred  to 
the  fact  that  one  of  his  colleagues  was  wrongfully  censured  by  the  press  for  making 
an  unnecessary  and  indecent  exposure  of  the  person  of  a  male  patien',  upon  whom 
he  was  operating  before  a  mixed  clinic.  He  asserted  that  the  admission  to  the  hos- 
pital had  decreased  since  the  addition  of  the  female  element  iuto  the  public  clinic* 
and  concluded  by  citing  cases  where  patients  had  objected  to  exposure  before  a 
mixed  clinic. 

Mr.  Whitall,  in  a  few  remarks,  endjrsed  Dr.  Agnew's  views  upon  thesnblect. 

Mr.  Welsh  again  took  the  floor  in  support  of  his  resolutions,  and  said  that  he  asked 
nothing  more  than  that  the  physicians  of  the  hospital  should  only  give  one-half  the 
time  to  female  students,  that  they  give  to  their  private  male  students  for  their  own 
private  emolument. 

Mrs.  Mary  H.  Brown  was  introduced  by  the  chairman,  and  spoke  in  brief  in  behalf 
of  the  female  students,  and  said  that  she  trusted  before  the  vote  was  taken,  the  gen- 
tlemen wonld  remember  the  golden  role  "  do  nnto  others  as  you  would  have  others 
do  unto  you,"  and  equal  rights  to  all,  and  that  they  would  vote  accordingly. 

[  i  on  said  that  the  profession  had  been  ungenerously  charged  with  throw 
ing  obstacles  in  the  way  ol  the  advancement  of  women.  This  the  speaker,  in  behalf 
of  his  professional  brethren,  refuted.  He  closed  by  remarking  that  the  profession 
would  be  brought  down  the  very  moment  mixed  clinics  were  tolerated,  as  that  wa* 
merely  compromise,  and  all  compromises  were  equivalent  to  defeat. 

Mr.  Frederick  Fraley  spoke  at  great  length  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  said  that  the 
time  had  come  when  we  should  throw  off  the  shams  of  civilization  and  put  on  the 
new  armor.  If  this  matter  of  public  medical  instruction  of  woman  be  wrong,  it  will 
fad,  if  it  be  right  it  will  stand.    All  that  he  asked  was  that  the  same  opportunity  be 
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given  to  woman  that  was  given  to  mere  striplings  full  of  the  passions  of  yonth.  He 
said  there  was  another  way  to  get  out  of  this  difficulty,  namely,  to  cat  loose  from  the 
distinguished  gentlemen  who  form  the  present  faculty,  and  call  in  a  regular  paid  fae- 
ulty,  and  publio  clinics  would  then  be  dispensed  with. 

Dr.  Morris  interrupted  the  speaker,  and  said  that  there  was  a  woman's  hospital 
where  they  could  practice  the  profession  without  hindrance. 

Dr.  Wood  said  that  the  respectable  portion  of  the  profession  did  not  oppose  the 
right  of  women  to  receive  medical  instruction. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Pan  coast  was  here  read,  disqualifying  any  graduate  of  a  female 
college  to  membership  in  the  Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Fraley,  in  resuming,  hoped  that  the  contributors,  in  harmony  with  their  well- 
known  liberal  spirit,  would  vote  to  allow  females  to  receive  instructions  in  the  hos- 
pital. 

Dr.  Wallace  said  that  the  matter  was  not  new.  as  it  had  been  before  the  people 
since  the  6th  of  last  November,  and  he  did  not  think  that  if  the  matter  was  voted  on 
at  the  present  meeting,  it  would  be  done  without  due  consideration. 

Mr.  Biddle  spoke  in  favor  of  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Welsh,  and  it  was  de. 
elated  adopted  by  large  majority  of  the  members. 

♦  »    ■»  » 

THE  ALBANY  CITY  DISPENSARY. 

The  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Trustees  was  held  Tuesday  evening,  April  12th,  at 
the  Dispensary,  No.  7  Plain  street. 

The  attend uig  physicians  appointed  for  the  ensuing  six  months  are  as  follows:  Mon- 
day, Dre.  J.  W.  and  C.  A.  Cox;  Tuesday,  Drs.  L.  M.  Pratt  and  P.  F.  L.  Ueynolds : 
Wednesday,  Drs.  E.  D.  Jones  and  J.  8.  Delevan ;  Thursday,  Drs.  H.  M.  Paine  and  J. 
Smith  wick  ;  Friday,  Dr.  J.F.  McKnown;  Satnrday,  Drs.  W.  H.  Randel  aud  S.  Ht 
Carroll. 

The  following  departments  were  established  for  the  treatment  of  special  diseases, 
viz., diseases  of  the  throat  and  lungs,  by  Dr.  Reynolds,  on  Tuesday;  diseases  o 
women  and  children,  by  Dr.  Delevan,  on  Wednesday,  and  Dr.  McKown,  on  Friday  : 
and  diseases  of  the  skin,  by  Dr.  Carroll,  on  Saturday. 

A  dental  department  was  also  established  for  such  surgical  treatment  of  the  teeth 
as  may  be  required,  service  to  be  rendered  three  days  in  each  week  by  members  of 
the  dental  profession. 

The  resident  physician,  Dr.  Carpenter,  presented  a  report  for  the  monina  of  Jan- 
uary, February  and  March,  of  the  present  year.  The  report  exhibited  gratifying 
evidences  of  the  success  of  the  institution,  as  indicated  by  the  increase  in  the  num 
ber  of. applicants,  and  of  the  number  of  cases  treated. 

The  Treasurer,  Mr.  8.  Moffat,  presented  a  report  showing  entire  freedom  of  the 
institution  from  debt. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  providing  for  an  increase  of  the  nnmber  of  rooms  and 
the  appointment  of  an  assistant  resident  physician. 

The  following  was  also  adopted : 

WmiREAS.the  Dispensary  requires  the  permanent  advantage  of  greater  facilities  for 
lighting  and  heating  the  building,  the  introduction  of  hot  and  cold  water,  and  a  more 
convenient  arrangement  of  reception,  operating  and  consulting  rooms,  aud  also  other 
improvements  which  can  be  economically  provided  only  in  a  building  owned  by  the 
Association,  therefore 
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jResolced,  That  the  Finance  Committee  be  authorized  to  solicit  donations  tr>  a 
building  fund,  to  be  paid  when  in  the  aggregate  the  subscriptions  amount  to  three 
tnousand  dollats. 

The  attending  physicians  may  be  consulted  daily,  from  1  to  2  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  dispensary  is  open  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and  night,  the  resident  pbyscian 
being  in  attendance  when  not  otherwise  professionally  engaged. 


WASHINGTON  HOMEOPATHIC  MEDICAL   SOC1CTY. 


Under  a  recent  charier  granted  by  Cougress  a  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  was 
organized  in  this  Distiict  a  few  days  since.  By  the  charter  the  society  is  authorized  to 
hold  property  to  the  araouut  of  $20,000;  to  examine  candidates  for  membership  con* 
cerning  the  practice  of  specific  medicine  and  surgery,  and  issae  certifiicates  of  mem- 
bership and  license  to  practice  medicine  and  collect  fees  therefor. 

The  practising  physicians  in  this  branch  of  medical  science  in  Washingtoa  nitt 
at  the  residence  of  Dr.  T.  S.  Verdi,  M.  D.?  No.  1405  G  street,  and  organized  by 
electing  the  following  officers  :  President.  Tullio  S.  Verdi,  M.  D.;  Secietaiy,  C.  W. 
Sonuenschmidt,  M.  D.;  Treasurer ^  G.  W.  Pope,  M.  D:  Board  of  Ceusors.  Prof.  J. 
Brainerd,  M.  D.,  J.  T.  O'Connor,  M.  D.,  S.  J.  Groot,  M.  D. 

The  by-laws  provide  that  the  organization  shall  be  called  the  "  Washington  Hon?, 
ibopathic  Medical  Society."  Its  object,  "to  advance  medical  science,'7  Ac.  Any  per. 
sou,  without  distinction  of  color,  can  become  a  member,  and  receive  a  license  upon 
application  to  the  President,  passing  examination.  :md  paying  $10  annually.  Monthly 
meetings  ate  to  be  held. 


Several  highly  interesting  coniiuunicathus  have  l>een  laid  over   f<.>r  the   next 
number. 


FOREIGN  CORRESPONDENCE. 


LETTER  FROM  DR.  I.  MURRAY  MOORE. 
6.  Oxford  Street,  Liverpool,  England,  April  28,  ISTo. 
To  t.\e  Editor  of  the  Western  Homeopathic  Observer  : 

Dear  Dr.  Hilmuth  : — I  must  plead  guilty  to  great  remissness  in  not 
writing  regularly  to  the  Observer  since  my  first  communication  to  you,  but 
iu  fact,  nothing  very  new  or  striking  has  occurred  here  to  interest  Homo?pa- 
thists,  lately.  I  must  thank  you  for  the  very  punctual  delivery  of  the  num- 
bers of  your  journal,  which  are  read  as  they  arrive  by  several  of  our  physi- 
cians with  great  interest,  I  observe  that  the  surgical  element  in  most  num- 
bers (I  have  ten  or  twelve  before  me),  prodominates.  This  speafcs  well  for 
the  condition  of  what  we  may  term  "  Homoeopathic  Surgery"  at  St  Loui? 
My  father,  Dr.  John  Moore,  joins  with  me  in  thanking  yon,  also,  for  the  "  Ten 
C;\?es  in  Surgery'*  pamphlet,  beautifully  illustrated,  which  has  lately  come  to 
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hand.     I  shall  lend  it  to  one  or  two  of  our  leading  allopathic  surgeons,  to 
show  them  what  you  can  do  in  that  line  in  America.    I  am  glad  to  see  Acu- 
pressure spreading  in  the  United  States.    There  is  no  doubt  that  the  use  of 
inorganic,  non-absorbent  substances  in  restraining  hemorrhage  has  immense 
advantages  over  any  kiud  of  organic  matter,  in  the  same  position.    Shortly 
after  taking  my  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Medicine  at  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh, the  question   of  Acupressure  versus  Ligatures  was  hotly  discussed 
and  the  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery,  (Syme)  actually  tore  up   Professo  r 
Simpson's  pamphlet  [containing  the  passage  you  quote]  before  bis  class  at 
the  dispensary,  and  threw  the  fragments  into  the   saw-dust  box,   which   re- 
ceives the  amputated  feet,  fingers,  &c!     With  such  opposition  does  real  prog- 
ress ever  meet !     The   persecuted   Professor  Henderson  [Homoeopath]  must 
have  smiled  grimly  when  he  heard  of  the  treatment  the  writing  of  his  oppo- 
nent, Prof.  Simpson,  had  been  subjected  to.     However,  Homoeopathy  is  decid- 
edly spreading  in  Scotland,  and  especially  in  the  University  cities  of  Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow  and  Aberdeen. 

Here  in  Liverpool,  since  I  last  wrote  you,  we  have  had  an  accession  of  three 
physicians  to  our  ranks — two  converts  from  allopathy,  (Drs.  Slack  and  T^ 
Simpson)  and  one  from  Hydropathy,  (Dr.  E.  Haughton).  This  raises  the 
number  of  recognized  Homoeopathic  physicians  in  this  conservative  old  city 
to  (en — positively  as  many  as  there  are  in  Manchester  !  We  must,  however, 
not  boast  of  our  littleness  in  respect  to  advance  In  medicine,  so  to  pass  on. 
We  were  all  greatly  pleased  by  a  visit  from  Dr.  Neidhard,  of  Philadelphia, 
whom  Dr.  Drysdale  entertained,  and  whom  we  met  at  his  residence.  His  con- 
versation was  most  original  and  instructive,  and  he  narrated  several  curious 
cases  ot  cure  with  "  Hale's  New  Remedies,"  which  set  some  of  us  on  a  new- 
track. 

The  meetings  of  our  "Homceopathic  Medico  Ghirurgical  Society1'  held 
every  winter  monthly,  trora  October  to  May,  have  been  of  considerable  in- 
terest and  variety,  lately.  It  may  possibly  be  of  interest  to  subjoin  a  list  of 
the  papers  read  this  winter  : 

1.  Dr.  Haywood  ; — on  Medical  Statistics. 

2.  Mr.  Proctor ; — (Secretary;  on  Scarlatina. 

3.  Dr.  E.  Haughton;— on  Beale's  Theory  of  Germinal  Matter. 

4.  Dr.  A.  Stokes; — on  Neuralgia. 

5.  Dr.  Simmons ; — on  Cough. 

6.  Dr.  Drysdale ;— on  the  Modern  Doctrine  of  Force,  (Also  read  before  the 
Literary  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Liverpool.) 

7.  Dr.  J.  Murray  Moore ; — on  the  Analogies  of  Isomorphous  Remedies. 

8.  Mr.  J.  Moore; — (President)  Valedictory  Address, 

Each  of  these  papers  was  followed  by  a  discussion,  in  which  visitors  were 
invited  to  take  part ;  and  frequently  the  members  of  the  Society  enjoy  each 
other's  hospitality  at  the  close  of  the"tneetings. 
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Our  public  Dispensary  is  crowded  as  usual,  and  is  keeping  up  its  position, 
so  far  as  we  can  see,  in  the  public  favor. 

I  may  mention  that  I  was  extremely  gratified,  in  making  a  flying  visit  to 
America  last  June,  to  observe  and  hear  from  all  sources  how  fast  and  how 
solidly  our  glorious  system  is  spreading  in  New  York  and  in  Philadelphia.  I 
had  the  misfortune  to  miss  seeing  Drs.  Gray  and  G.  Dunham,  who  were  away 
in  the  country,  but  Drs.  Marcy  and^Vhite,  of  New  York,  and  Prof.  0.  Hexing, 
(that  grand  old  man !)  and  Raue,  received  me  most  cordially.  I  shall  always 
value  the  hour's  talk  with  Constantino  Hering,  as  one  of  the  most  precious  of 
my  (Homoeopathic)  experiences.  I  was  delighted  to  see  by  the  Obsibvbb  that 
the  "Fair"  in  Philadelphia  realized  a  very  large  sum  for  the  proposed  Hospi- 
tal. 

Your  readers  have  doubtless  noticed  in  our  medical  journals,  that  a  bill  to 
amend  the  medical  acts  has  lately  been  introduced  into  the  House  of  Lords  by 
the  Earl  DeGray  and  Ripon.  Its  chief  object  is  to  establish  a  general  licens- 
ing Board  of  Examiners  for  the  whole  of  Great  Britain,  whose  qualification 
shall  be  the  only  legal  one—other  titles  and  degrees  being  merely  ornamental, 
and  this  proposal  is  meeting  with  considerable  favor.  In  our  Monthly  Re- 
view the  editors  boldly  claim  that  Homoeopathic  Therapeutics  should  form  a 
compulsory  subject  for  examination,  along  with  the  usual  Anatomy,  Surgery, 
Medicine,  &c.  This  idea  of  course  will  be  scouted  (even  if  ever  proposed)  in 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  I  think  that  it  is  certainly  too  peremptory  for  jus- 
tice. But,  certainly  Homoeopathy  should  be  made  one  of  the  optional  subjects 
— as  in  Ontario,  Canada,  where  the  experiment  of  a  mixed  Allo-Homoeopathic 
Board  is  working  successfully. 

Probably,  with  our  British  prejudices,  Homoeopathy  will  not  be  thus  recog- 
nized by  the  State  for  several  years  to  come.  I  must  conclude  my  lengthy 
letter  by  notifying  you  that  the  Homoeopathicians  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
will  hold  a  Congress  at  Birmingham,  in  the  last  week  of  September,  1870 
All  of  us  who  can  possibly  leave  our  practices  will  do  so,  and  muster  as  strong 
as  we  can  to  refute  the  absurd  canard  that  "  Homoeopathy  is  dying  out ;"  and 
and  to  present  some  united  and  influential  memorial  to  the  Government.  I 
am  requested  to  say  that  any  of  our  American  colleagues  who  will  favor  us 
with  their  presence  on  that  occasion  shall  be  most  heartily  and  hospitably 
welcomed.     I  may  be  able  to  give  you  further  details  in  two  or  three  months. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours,  sincerely, 

J.  Murray  Moors,  M.  D.,  M.  R.  C.  S.,  Ac. 
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G.  H.  MORRILL,  M.  D.,  ST.  LOUIS,  EDITOR. 

A  Poetical  Materia  Medica.— We  are  having  installments  of  a  materia 
medica  poetica  in  the  Hahnemannian  Monthly,  by  Dr.  Dulcamara/cousin  to  Sam  Bu- 
cns,  and  uncle  to  Pete  Roleum  and  Anna  Cardium. 

Small  Pox  is  still  quite  prevalent  in  our  city,  the  death  rates  averaging  from  II 
to  19  for  the  past  five  or  six  months. 

Chorea.— M.  Perrond,of  Lyons,  reports  two  cases  of  Chorea  cured  by  the  appli- 
cation of  ether  spray  to  the  spine.  He  applies  two  or  three  ounces  of  ether  in  a 
fine  spray  at  a  sitting. 

The  Physicians  implicated  in  the  case  of  the  Welsh  Fasting  Girl  have  been  se- 
verely censured  by  the  magistrates,  and  the  parents  of  the  child  held  for  trial. 

Antidote  of  Haschlsch.— Prof.  Polli,  of  Milan,  says  that  lemon  juice  and  the  veg- 
etable acids  will  entirely  remove  the  bad  effects  of  this  drug,  but  that  coffee  and  tea 
only  increase  it. 

Collecting  Fees. — We  find  by  looking  over  our  journals  that  much  has  been  said 
of  late  about  the  best  manner  of  collecting  medical  fees.  Many  of  our  leading 
physicians  now  send  out  their  bills  on  the  first  of  every  month.  This  seems  to  be  the 
best  manner  of  reaching  the  desired  result,  and  we  trust  it  will  soon  be  adopted  by 
all  membera  of  the  profession. 

Miss  Garret  has  been  appointed  a  member  of  the  medical  staff  of  the  East  London 
Hospital.  This  is  the  first  recognition  by  medical  authorities  of  lady  doctors,  and 
will  no  doubt  give  an  impetus  to  the  cause  of  female  medical  education. 

Dr.  Ricord  has  been  made  a  Senator.  The  Emperor  during  his  late  illness  also 
presented  him  with  a  gold  snuffbox  ornamented  with  diamonds,  worth  20,000  francs. 

Prof.  Von  Brun,  of  Tubingen,  has  lately  received  the  prise  of  20,000  livres 
offered  by  Dr.  Riberi,  of  Tunis,  for  the  best  work  on  Laryngoscopy. 

Cure  of  Obesity.— Small  doses  of  bromide  of  ammonia  will  absorb  the  fat  and  di- 
mmish the  weight  of  the  body. 

The  American  Disease.— A  Yankee,  writing  home  from  Berlin,  says  that  dyspep- 
sia, neuralgia,  and  nervous  exhaustion  are  much  less  frequent  in  Germany  than  here 
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at  home,  and  that  a  friend  of  his  who  consulted  a  physician  was  told  that  he  bad  the 
"  American  disease, — dyspepsia." 

The  University  of  Vienna  receives  at  its  medical  lectures  and  confers  medical  di- 
plomas on  women. 

Successful  Extirpation  of  one  Kidney.— We  find  in  one  of  onr  exchange*  the 
announcement  that  Simon,  of  Heidelberg,  has  extirpated  the  left  kidnev  in  a  woman, 
on  whom  previously  ovariotomy  had  been  performed.  Daring  the  operation  of 
ovariotomy  the  left  ureter  became  injured,  in  consequence  of  which  doable  fistula 
constituted  itself  and  resisted  every  attempt  of  cure.  Simon  then  extirpated  the 
kidney  with  oomplete  success,  the  woman  being  alive  and  well.  This  is  the  first 
successful  operation  of  this  kind  upon  record,  and  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable in  the  history  of  medicine.  We  trust  at  some  future  time  to  give  oar  read- 
ers a  full  account  of  the  manner  of  operating. 

Very  old  Living  People.— Hannah  Finnimore,  of  Delaware,  108  years  old  on  De- 
cember 10,  was  21  years  old  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution.  She  first  lived  in  the 
kingdom  of  Holland,  eight  years  from  the  time  of  her  birth,  in  1761  to  1769.  Then 
in  the  British  colonies,  under  the  reign  of  King  George,  a  period  of  seven  years,  nn- 
til  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  under  which  she  has  ever  since  resided. 

John  Kltts,  107  years  of  age,  and  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution  under  Lafayette,  has 
applied  to  the  Baltimore  City  Council  for  an  appropriation. 

Warning  to  Medical  Practitioners. — A  pupil  of  one  of  the  Dublin  Hospital*, 
having  occasion  a  few  days  ago  to  apply  strong  nitric  acid  to  a  diphtheritic  surface, 
employed  as  the  medium  a  piece  of  lint  which  had  previously  been  used  with  car- 
bolic acid,  and  which  be  supposed  to  have  been  thoroughly  cleansed  by  subsequent 
washing.  No  sooner,  however,  had  the  lint  been  dropped  into  the  nitric  acid,  than  a 
violent  explosion  took  place,  severely  burning  the  operator's  face.  We  cannot  be 
too  cautious  in  dealing  with  such  agents: 

Homoeopathy  in  Hungary. — It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  record  the  fact  that  the 
Hnngarian  Parliament,  after  a  long  debate  upon  the  subject,  voted  by  a  large  ma- 
j  ority,  in  favor  of  a  proposition  for  the  establishment  of  a  Professorship  of  Homoeopa- 
thy in  the  University  of  Pesth,  and  of  another  for  the  foundation  of  a  Homoeopathic 
Hospital  in  connection  therewith. 

The  motion  was  brought  forward  and  ably  supported  by  Mr.  Isathmary.  who, 
although  not  a  HomceDpath  himself,  has  in  this  instance  worked  nobly  for  the  cause. 
The  principal  opponent  to  the  measure  was  Baron  Orton,  Minister  of  Education*  We 
clip  the  following  from  some  remarks  upon  the  subject : 

"  Allopathy,  it  was  admitted,  was  a  science  withouta  principle.  The  allopath  wto 
still  searching  for  a  principle,  while  the  homoeopath  believed  that  he  had  already 
found  one.  If  clinging  faithfully  to  one  method  gave  a  claim  to  a  high  degree  of 
confidence,  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  that  Homoeopathy  was  most  trustworthy. 
The  mode  of  treatment  were  but  two  systems  of  one  science.  They  differed  from  each 
other  just  as  the  philosophy  of  Carthesius  difiered  from  that  of  Hegel  or  Kant— jast 
as  one  system  of  philosophy  differed  from  another." 

His  opposition  seemed  based  principally  upon  the  fact,  "  as  expressed  by  him," 
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tbtt  those  who  stood  first  among  natural  philosophers  were  the  men  who  had  most 
strongly  objected  to  gratifying  the  desires  of  the  Homoeopaths,  and  therefore  he 
coo  Id  not  support  the  motion. 

Infanticide  by  a  Slow  Process.— The  process  appears  to  be,  to  feed  the  infants  on 
'•  fre*h  cow's  milk,  diluted  with  vr&ter— three  parts  water— boiled  and  mixed  with 

■ 

loaf  sugar."'  In  a  few  months  the  children  die  from  insufficient  nutriment,  and  yet 
the  semblance  of  feeding  and  caring  for  them  is  kept  up,  and  their  board  paid  by 
one  of  their  parents  until  the  consummation  at  which  the  parties  engaged  in  the 
business  aim  at,  is  accomplished. 

Cokskts  and  Chignons — Recent  French  medical  statistics  have  demonstrated  two 
facts  worthy  the  serious  attention  of  the  better  half  of  mankind.  The  first  is,  that 
since  women  hare  loosened  their  corsets,  the  annual  mortality  has  decreased  ls$  per 
cent.  The  second  is,  that  since  women  have  loaded  their  heuds  with  enormous  and 
hideous  chignons,  cerebral  fevers  have  increased  72j  percent. 

Diminution  op  Wright  in  Man  During  this  cold  Months Mr.  Miller,  of  Wake 

field  (Am.  Jour,  of  Med,  Sciences),  some  years  since  performed  a  series  of  expert- 
meets  with  a  view  of  determining  the  periodical  fluctuations  in  weight,  substance 
and  form,  which  the  whole  body  undergoes.  He  weighed  every  prisoner  upon  his  en- 
trance into  the  convict  establishment  at  Wakefield,  and  subsequently  at  the  end  of 
every  calender  month,  all  of  them  being  subjected  to  similar  conditions  of  temper- . 
ance,  food,  exercise,  and  ventilation.  The  number  of  men  weighed  exceeded  4,000, 
and  the  total  number  of  individual  weighings  was  44.04.  From  his  experiments  it  was 
found  that  there  was  a  progressive  loss  of  weight  in  January,  February  and  March, 
and  a  gain  in  April,  May,  June,  July  and  August,  and  a  loss  in  September,  October, 
November  and  December ;  or,  in  other  words,  an  increase  of  weight  duiing  the  h'»t 
months,  and  a  diminution  during  the  cold. 

Illumination  of  the  Body.— Some  time  ago  we  drew  the  attention  of  our  readers 
to  the  fact  that  experiments  were  being  made  with  a  view  to  so  illumine  the  body 
that  internal  organs  might  be  visible.  Dr.  Milio,  a  celebrated  Russian  surgeon,  has, 
by  the  aid  of  a  concentrated  beam  of  electric  light,  so  far  succeeded  in  this  wonder* 
ful  resultasto  render  a  bullet  in  the  closed  mouth  distinctly  visible.  While  Dr. 
Milio  hopes  by  this  means  to  discover  musket  balls  when  buried  in  the  flesh,  we  trust 
this  will  be  one  of  the  least  needful  purposes  the  "  diascope"  will  serve,  and  that 
much  which  now  sorely  puzzles  physiologists  and  pathologists  will  be,  in  a  double 
aeone,  el  qc  Ida  ted.  It  will  probably  bring  to  light  many  points  h  itherto  not  dreamt  of 
—Homav.   Hor/d  . 
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A  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  for  the  use  of  General  Practitioners,  by  H.  C 
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THE  CURATIVE  PEINOIPLEs 

OB,  IN-DWELLING  DRUG-FORCE  A  8PIRITUAL  SUB8TAH0E. 


By  W.  H.  Burt,  M.  D.,  of  Lincoln,  Illinois.     Read  before  the  Homoeopathic 

Medical  Society  of  Central  Illinois. 

Gentlemen:  —  HaviDg  been  requested  to  prepare  an  article 
upon  the  Materia  Medica,  for  the  benefit  of  this  Association, 
and  having  the  privilege  of  choosing  my  own  subject,  I  have  ta- 
ken the  deep  and  abstract  task  of  proving  to  this  honorable  body 
that  the  curative  principle,  or  in-dwelling  drug-force  of  our  rem- 
edies, is  a  Spiritual  Substance. 

Probably  not  more  than  one  physician  in  twenty  believes  this, 
but  we  hope  to  so  elucidate  it  that  the  most  incredulous  will  see 
it  to  be  one  of  God's  great  truths. 

This  curative  principle  is  generally  known  ad  "  dynamic  pow- 
er;" but  what  do  we  understand  by  dynamic. power?  Webster 
says  it  means  "  pertaining  to  strength  or  power,"  certainly 
this  does  not  satisfy  the  enquiring  mind.  ** 

Dr.  I.  S.  P.  Lord  has  tried  to  explain  this  power  by  the 
"Correlation  of  Forces."  This  theory  may  do  very  well  for 
the  amusement  of  Dr.  Lord's  mind,  but  never  the  mind  of  a 
scientific  man. 

Prof.  Gatchell  thinks  it  would  be  far  better  to  substitute  the 
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word  catalytic,  and  get  rid  of  the  unmeaning  tautology,  "  dy- 
namic power;"  but  what  is  catalytic  power?  Chemistry  says 
"  that  the  union  of  two  substances  is  often  effected  by  the  pres- 
ence of  a  third  body,  which  remains  unchanged  during  the  pro- 
cess. This  is  termed  catalysis,  or  contact  action,  and  its  causes 
are  not  understood."  This  is  more  satisfactory  but  only  half 
true.  The  part  referring  to  the  care  of  diseases  is  true,  as  I 
will  subsequently  show,  but  that  part  referring  to  a  remedy  as 
a  cause  of  disease  is  not  true. 

Fereira  says,  "  In  the  inorganic  kingdom  we  have  evidences  of 
an  influence  which  cannot  be  denominated  either  chemical  or  me- 
chanical. The  communication  of  magnetical  and  electrical 
properties  to  iron  by  mere  contact  with  another  body,  without 
the  introduction  of  any  change  of  form  or  of  composition,  either 
of  che  iron  itself  or  the  imparting  body,  is  an  example  of  this; 
now,  to  influences  of  this  kind,  the  term  dynamical  has  been  ap- 
plied, and  several  pharmacologists  have  employed  it,  to  indicate 
those  influences  of  medicines  over  the  organism  which  are  as- 
cribable  to  neither  mechanical  nor  chemical  causes." 

Hahnemann  says,  "As  the  condition  of  the  organism  and  its 
healthy  state  depend  solely  on  the  state  of  the  life  that  animates 
it,  in  like  manner  it  follows  that  the  altered  state  which  we  term 
disease,  consists  in  a  condition  altered  originally  only  in  its  vital 
8en8ibilitie8  and  functions,  irrespective  of  all  chemical  or  mechan- 
ical principles,  in  that  it  must  consist  in  an  altered  dynamical 
condition,  a  changed  mode  of  being,  whereby  a  change  in  the  prop- 
erties of  the  material  component  parts  of  the  body  is  afterwards 
effected,  which  is  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  morbidly  altered 
condition  of  the  living  whole  in  every  individual  case." 

Here  we  see  that  Hahnemann  believed  that  every  individual 
case  of  disease,  has  its  first  starting  point  in  the  spiritual  part  of 
man,  and  the  change  in  the  material  component  parts  of  the 
body  takes  place  afterwards. 

P.  P.  Wells,  M.  D.,  says,  "  Disease  is  a  condition  or  state  as 
immaterial  as  the  forces  of  life,  and  not  a  material  entity  to  be 
seen  and  handled." 

Prof.  Temple  says,  "We  believe  every  drug  to  be  possessed 
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of  a  vital  living  principle,  which  we  call  the  dynamic  power.  The 
dynamic  school  of  medicine,  to  which  we  are  proud  to  declare 
allegiance,  attributes  all  the  phenomena  of  nature  to  an  interior 
or  spiritual  cause." 

All  authors  who  have  written  on  physiology,  medicine  or 
philosophy,  have  believed  and  said  something  about  this  vital 
principle. 

Prof.  Paine  says,  "  There  is  not  in  the  whole  range  of  medi- 
cal literature,  one  author,  however  devoted  to  the  physical  and 
chemical  views  of  life,  who  does  not  evince  the  necessity  of  ad- 
mitting a  governing  vital  principle  as  a  distinct  entity,  distinct 
from  all  other  things  in  nature.  There  cannot  be  found  one  au- 
thor of  any  consideration,  who  does  not  summon  to  the  aid  of 
his  discussion  a  vital  principle,  whenever  he  touches  upon  the 
abstract  phenomena  of  life." 

Now,  if  we  cannot  find  one  thoroughly  educated  man,  but  that 
believes  there  is  a  vital  principle,  a  distinct  entity,  from  all 
other  things  in  nature,  it  establishes  this  fact,  that  this  vital 
principle  is  a  substance,  and  if  a  substance,  it  must  have  a  form, 
for  it  is  impossible  for  anything  to  exist  without  a  form ;  the 
mind  of  man  cannot  think  of  anything  that  has  not  form.  Even 
his  thoughts  have  form. 

Now,  if  we  name  this  distinct  entity  or  vital  principle,  Spirit- 
ual Substance,  it  expresses  to  the  mind  at  once  something  that 
is  real  and  endowed  with  life;  for  the  organic  function  of  spirit- 
ual substance  is  power,  and  the  product  of  this  is  matter,  this 
matter  is  but  a  veil  that  conceals  the  inner  but  real  substance. 

This  spiritual  substance  not  only  exists  in  everything  in  na- 
ture, but  is  the  modeling  power  and  form  of  everything  in  the 
mineral,  animal  and  vegetable  kingdoms,  and  without  this  spirit- 
ual substance  nothing  can  exist. 

Now,  as  soon  as  we  believe  this,  we  must  also  believe  "  that 
spiritual  substances  bear  the  same  relations  to  each  other,  that 
natural  substances  do.  They  are  solid,  fluid  and  aeriform.  The 
solids  exist  in  every  possible  variety  that  material  solids  do. 
There  are  spiritual  earths,  rocks  and  metals,  as  gold,  silver,  iron, 
&c,  in  every  variety  and  form.     Indeed  there  is  a  perfect  mine- 
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ral  kingdom  formed  of  spiritual  substances.  These  substances 
are  also  organized  into  vegetable  and  animal  forms/'  making  a 
perfect  animal,  vegetable  and  mineral  kingdom  of  spiritual  sub- 
stances. The  animal  and  vegetable  being  based  upon  the  min- 
eral kingdom. 

So  we  find  that  this  spiritual  substance  is  not  only  the  model- 
ling power  of  everything,  but  that  it  governs  all  life,  in  the  ani- 
mal, vegetable  and  mineral  kingdoms.  This  also  teaches  us  that 
the  cause  of  all  things  is  in  the  spiritual  world,  and  their  effects 
in  the  natural. 

This,  Hahnemann  taught.  He  says,  in  writing  on  the  causes 
of  disease,  "diseases  will  not,  out  of  deference  to  our  stupidity, 
cease  to  be  dynamic  aberrations,  which  our  spiritual  existence 
undergoes  in  its  mode  of  feeling  and  acting."  Again,  he  says, 
"  there  does  not  exist  a  tingle  disease  that  can  Jiave  a  material 
principle  for  its  cause,"  with  the  exception  of  those  diseases 
brought  on  by  indigestible  substances  introduced  into  the  alimen- 
tary canal,  and  by  foreign  bodies  penetrating  the  skin. 

My  dear  friend  and  colleague,  W.  H.  Holcomb,  M.  D.,  says, 
"  A  higher  physiology,  which  is  among  the  better  things  coming, 
will  discover  that  all  life,  sensation,  thought  and  volition  occur 
in  the  spiritual  body,  and  are  manifested  outwardly  through  the 
natural  body  as  a  medium  or  machine,  which  has  no  life  in  itself 
but  derives  its  life,  moment  by  moment,  from  the  spiritual  form 
within." 

Now,  it  follows  as  a  fact,  if  all  diseases  have  a  spiritual  cause, 
to  remove  disease  we  must  use  spiritual  agencies,  and  these  spir- 
itual substances  we  have  in  a  thousand  different  forms  in  our 
drugs,  for  every  material  form  is  cast  into  the  mould  of  a  spirit- 
al  form.  "  There  is  no  power  inherent  in  matter  to  form  itself 
into  diamonds  and  granite,  into  grass  and  blossoms,  and  fruit, 
and  the  innumerable  beautiful  objects  of  the  vegetable  kingdom. 
There  is  no  quality  in  nitrogen,  carbon  and  phosphorus,  to  com- 
bine and  assume  the  form  of  bones,  muscles  and  flesh.  The 
whole  animal  kingdom  is  cast  into  the  mould  of  the  correspond- 
ing spiritual  kingdom,  and  the  spiritual  forces  which  create"  all 
material  objects  are  constantly  present  to  sustain  them,  making 
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the  material  world  a  perpetual  creation.  "Light,  heat  and  mag- 
netism, are  only  the  finer  material  coverings  of  spiritual  substan- 
ces, which  give  them  all  their  force.  Wherever  there  is  matter 
there  is  spirit;  wherever  there  is  a  material  world  there  is  a 
spiritual  world;  wherever  there  is  a  germ,  a  plant,  a  blossom, 
or  fruit,  or  any  living  thing,  there  is  a  rough  cast  of  a  spiritual 
form." 

From  this  we  see  it  is  wrong  to  say  that  man  is  a  material  be- 
ing and  has  a  spirit,  but  we  should  say  that  he  is  a  spiritual  be- 
ing clothed  with  a  material  body,  and  his  human  form  is  no  more 
affected  by  the  death  of  the  material  body,  than  the  material 
body  is  by  wearing  out  the  clothes  that  cover  it. 

Right  here  I  would  say,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  be- 
lieving that  the  spiritual  substance  of  man's  body  is  the  same  as 
that  of  an  animal,  plant  or  mineral,  but  I  wish  to  be  understood 
as  saying  this,  that  the  oak,  basswood,  elm,  and  peach  tree  are 
all  wood,  but  differ  greatly  in  texture  and  chemical  composition  ; 
as  gold,  silver,  copper  and  iron,  all  differ  in  texture  and  chemical 
composition,  but  still  they  are  all  minerals ;  oxygen,  hydrogen, 
carbon  and  nitrogen  gases,  chemically,  all  differ  from  each  other, 
but  still  they  are  all  gas. 

Now  the  spiritual  substance  in  a  man,  a  horse,  the  root  of 
aconite,  or  a  stone,  differ  in  the  same  way,  but  still  they  are  all 
spiritual  substances. 

This,  you  see,  makes  the  spiritual  substance,  that  goes  to  make  up 
man's  spiritual  body,  differ  from  all  other  spiritual  substances,  but 
there  is  something  else,  that  makes  man  differ  from  all  other  spirit- 
ual beings ;  it  is  the  soul — love  and  wisdom.  It  (the  soul)  is  located 
in  the  spiritual  body,  in  other  words,  the  spiritual  body  is  a 
receptacle  for  the  soul,  the  same  as  the  natural  body  is  a  receptacle 
for  the  spiritual  body. 

But  let  us  return  to  our  drugs.  If  the  active  principle  of  our 
remedies  is  a  spiritual  substance,  how  can  we  obtain  it  to  cure 
disease?  I  answer,  by  the  aid  of  Pharmacology.  The  Pharma- 
cologist has  various  ways  of  extracting  the  in-dwelling  drug  force, 
so  that  we  can  use  it  in  combatting  disease;  the  principle  of  which 
is  in  the  use  of  alcohol  and  water  as  solvents,  and  the  aid  of 
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trituration.  By  trituration,  the  actual  surface  of  a  drug  ma;  be 
increased  from  a  square  inch  to  several  thousand  square  feet,  and 
by  this  means  the  particles  of  matter  that  go  to  make  up  the  drug 
become  exceedingly  small,  so  that  the  absorbents  of  the  system 
have  no  trouble  in  taking  them  up.  Everything  that  has  life  in 
the  mineral,  animal  and  vegetable  kingdoms,  emits,  or  gives  off 
constantly  from  itself  a  spiritual  atmosphere,  similar  to  that  which 
gives  it  form.  This  W.  H.  Holcomb,  M.  D.,  most  beautifully 
illustrates  in  his  work,  "  Our  Children  in  Heaven."  Speaking  of 
spheres,  he  says, "  every  mineral,  every  flower,  every  animal,  every 
human  being,  every  spirit,  every  object  indeed  in  the  universe, 
from  the  sun  to  a  dew-drop,  has  a  peculiar  atmosphere,  com- 
posed of  infinitesimal  particles  emanating  from  itself,  embodying 
its  interior  nature  and  proceeding  to  a  certain  distance  around  it. 
We  find  it  in  the  magnet,  by  its  attraction  ;  in  the  rose,  by  its 
perfume;  in  man  by  his  radiating  influences  of  all  kinds.  By 
it  the  faithful  dog  tracks  his  master  to  incredible  distances.  By 
it  the  magnetized  person  detects  the  character  of  another,  by  the 
glove  or  the  ring  he  has  worn.  Every  social  circle,  every  church, 
every  institution  has  its  sphere.  The  sphere  of  the  sun  is  the 
creative  force  of  nature.  The  sphere  of  the  Lord  is  the  Holy 
Spirit,  which  comes  from,  or  is  *  given '  by  the  glorified  and 
ascended  Person  of  Jesus  Christ." 

To  this  I  would  add,  we  can  get  a  most  beautiful  illustration 
of  what  we  mean  by  a  sphere,  in  that  of  musk,  of  which  a 
small  quantity  will  fill  a  room  for  years  with  its  peculiar  odor, 
without  losing  a  particle  of  its  weight. 

Now  the  greater  division  of  matter,  the  greater  the  surface ; 
the  greater  the  amount  of  spiritual  substance  emitted,  or  given 
off.  By  trituration  and  succussion  we  divide  and  break  down  a 
remedy  into  extremely  fine  molecules,  so  fine  that  the  most  pow- 
erful microscope  fails  to  show  the  atomic  constituents  of  the  drug. 
But  we  must  remember  we  cannot  destroy  matter,  and  notwith- 
standing it  is  impossible  for  us  to  see  it  with  the  natural  eye,  or 
by  the  aid  of  the  best  optical  instruments,  still  these  atomic 
material  constituents  of  the  drug  exist,  and  are  abundantly  large 
enough  to  carry  the  in-dwelling  drug  force  or  spiritual  substance, 


The  Curative  Principle.  207 

that  gives  them  life,  moment  by  moment,  and  are  their  actual 
principle.  Now  the  finer  we  get  these  molecules  or  atoms  of  the 
material  drug,  the  more  readily  they  are  absorbed  by  the  system, 
and  in  fact  before  the  osseous,  cartilaginous,  and  nervous  systems 
can  assimilate  it,  they  must  be  broken  up  finer  than  the  most 
powerful  microscope  will  detect.  If  we  cannot  destroy  matter, 
which  you  all  believe  to  be  a  fact,  this  explains  how  the  30th  and 
200th  attenuations  make  such  miraculous  and  rapid  cures. 
The  200th  attenuation  is  not  only  absolutely  swarming  with 
atomic  molecules  of  the  material  drug,  but  the  alcohol  with  which 
it  is  prepared  is  loaded  with  the  spiritual  substance  of  the  drug, 
which  has  been  given  off  moment  by  moment,  in  a  pure  state,  into 
the  alcohol,  which,  when  taken  into  the  system,  passes  like  elec- 
tricity to  the  parts  of  the  body  for  which  it  has  an  affinity. 

We  are  now  ready  to  show  how  remedies  cure  disease  by  cata- 
lysis. Each  atom  or  molecule  of  a  material  substance  introduced 
into  the  body  has  an  affinity  for  that  part  of  the  body  which  is 
made  up  with' similar  chemical  materials,  and  in  the  course  of  the 
capillary  circulation,  as  soon  as  it  comes  in  contact  with  its  chemical 
similar,  it  is  attracted  and  attached  to  it  by  the  formative 
power  of  the  spiritual  substance  within.  Now  if  this  molecule, 
or  atom  attracted,  contains  a  spiritual  substance  not  exactly  sim- 
ilar to  the  spiritual  substance  of  the  body,  it  at  once  acts  as  an 
irritant  or  poison,  (cause  of  disease,  and  here  it  is  where  it  is  not 
catalytic  in  its  action),  to  the  parts,  and  as  long  as  this  atom 
remains  there  is  constantly  emitted  from  it,  its  peculiar  toxic 
principle,  and  just  so  long  as  this  atom  or  molecule  remains,  the 
spiritual  substance  of  the  body  strives  to  throw  it  off,  and  if  it's 
not  able,  the  result  will  be  complete  destruction  of  the  material 
part  of  the  organism  that  contained  it,  which  is  then  thrown  off 
and  the  spiritual  organism  becomes  freed  from  it,  for  it  is  a  law 
in  nature  that  two  substances  cannot  occupy  the  same  place  at 
the  same  time.  The  spiritual  substance  of  the  body  will  free 
itself  from  foreign  spiritual  substances,  if,  in  doing  so,  the  whole 
material  body  is  destroyed.  Now  we  have  introduced  a  material 
substance  into  the  organism,  that  contains  a  spiritual  substance, 
that  acts  as  an  irritant  or  poison  to  the  system,  and  is  the  cause 
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of  disease.  How  shall  we  remove  it  ?  why,  by  introducing  an- 
other poison  into  the  system,  that  has  an  affinity  for  the  same 
organ  and  tissue-disease.  Now  the  spiritual  substance  of  these 
two  poisons  are  so  similar  to  each  other,  that  the  spiritual  sub- 
stance of  the  body  unites  them  by  catalysis ;  this  spiritual  chemical 
union  of  the  two,  forms  an  entirely  new,  spiritual  substance^  that 
has  no  more  affinity  for  this  organ  and  tissue  and  the  spiritual 
organism  is  at  once  able  to  throw  it  off,  and  build  up  the  natural 
material  organism  again.  Catalysis  is  a  fixed  law  in  nature; 
we  know  beyond  dispute  that  a  third  body  will  excite  the  force 
of  affinity  between  two  other  bodies,  sufficient  to  cause  their  union, 
without  itself  undergoing  any  alteration  either  mechanical  or 
chemical ;  to  apply  this  to  the  spiritual  substance  of  the  body, 
acting  upon  two  poisons  in  the  body,  not  identical  but  very  similar 
to  each  other,  uniting  to  form  another  spiritual  substance  having 
altogether  another  action  is  no  stretch  of  the  imagination  at  all. 
We  have  abundant  evidence  of  this  fact,  both  out  of  and  in  the 
body.  Wood  and  Bache  say,  if  we  give  iodide  of  mercury  and 
iodide  of  potassium  together,  the  whole  is  immediately  converted 
into  metallic  mercury,  and  of  course  will  have  altogether  a 
different  effect  from  what  we  expected. 

My  friend  and  colleague,  Prof.  F.  A.  Lord,  of  Chicago,  in  a 
letter  to  me  says  "  The  most  obvious  instances  of  catalytic  action 
in  the  system,  is  the  action  of  salivin,  pancreatine  and  the  intes- 
tinal fluid  in  the  conversion  of  amylaceous  substances  into  dextrine 
and  sugar,  and  that  of  pepsin,  in  the  transformation  of  the  al- 
buminoid elements  of  food  into  albuminose. 

To  these  might  be  added  the  further  action  of  salivin,  or 
ptyalin,  in  the  transformation  of  grape  sugar  into  lactic  acid  in 
the  stomach  and  intestines ;  pancreatin  also  has  a  further  action 
upon  fat  than  mere  emulsifying  it,  and  in  the  presence  of  an  alkali 
as  probably  happens  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  intestinal  canal, 
is  capable  of  causing  the  transformation  of  the  fat  into  the  fatty 
acids  and  glycerine,  by  its  catalytic  influence. 

Nor  does  it  seem  to  me  to  be  unwarrantable  to  assume  that  the 
reconversion  of  the  albuminose  after  reaching  the  general  cir- 
culation into  fibrin,  albumin,  globulin,  &c,  is  effected  by  catalysis. 
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What  is  assimilation  or  nutrition  but  an  indefinite  expression 
of  the  fact,  that  the  fluids  and  tissues  of  the  body  by  their  mere 
presence  or  catalytic  action  transform  unlike  substances  into  the 
likeness  and  image  of  themselves. 

In  regard  to  the  action  of  medicines,  there  is  no  doubt  in  my 
own  mind,  that  all  truly  curative  action  of  drugs  is  catalytic  rather 
than  mechanical,  chemical,  or  dynamic." 

Hoping  that  the  few  thoughts  thrown  out  upon  this  great  and 
inexhaustible  subject,  will  not  only  be  received  favorably  by  you, 
but  that  they  will  be  the  entering  wedge  for  you  to  drop  the  use 
of  that  unmeaning  word  dynamic  and  substitute  the  word  spirit- 
ual, in  its  place.  If  so,  the  end  in  view  for  which  this  article 
was  written,  will  have  been  accomplished. 
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A  Lecture  delivered  before  the  Glass  of  the  St.  Louis  College  of  Homoeopathic 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  by  E.  W.  Pattison,  A.  M. 


[Continued  from  Page  173.] 

I  have  thus  far  considered  the  relation  of  doctor  and  patient 
as  between  themselves.  But  there  is  another  phase  in  which 
this  subject  must  be  considered  to  make  its  treatment  complete. 
The  surgeon  or  the  physician  is  not  merely  answerable  to  his 
patient  in  damages,  but  may  be  guilty  of  conduct  which  will 
make  him  amenable  to  the  criminal  law.  There  are  two  circum- 
stances which  will  impart  to  the  malpractice  a  criminal  charac- 
ter. First,  where  there  is  the  deliberate  intent  to  do  that  which 
the  law  forbids.  Second,  where  an  act  is  rashly  done  which 
results  in  injury  to  the  subject — that  is,  where  the  operator  acts 
without  due  circumspection. 

The  instances  where  the  deliberate  intent  is  present  are,  I 
suppose,  almost  entirely  confined  to  one  class  of  cases — cases 
which  are,  indeed,  fearfully  prevalent,  and  which  are  increasing 
in  number  with  most  alarming  rapidity.  I  refer  to  cases  of 
abortion.    Not  only  is  this  resorted  to  in  a  large  number  of 
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cases  where  the  object  is  to  conceal  the  results  of  illicit  inter- 
course, but  it  is  practiced  in  thousands  of  cases  when  absolutely 
no  reason  exists.  Depraved  as  must  be  the  moral  sense  when 
this  crime  is  deliberately  committed,  yet  we  can  in  charity  find 
some  little  excuse  for  it  when  the  object  is  to  hide  shame.  The 
poor,  frightened  victim,  who  in  an  evil  hour  has  yielded  that 
which  is  beyond  all  price,  finds  herself  confronted  with  a  life  of 
infamy.  The  sin  committed  is  past.  That  cannot  be  undone. 
But  before  her  is  exposure,  disgrace,  the  life  of  the  outcast  and 
abandoned.  There  is  no  great  cause  for  wonder,  then,  that  she 
should  conceal  one  sin  by  the  perpetration  of  another.  But 
what  shall  be  said  of  those  parents  who,  to  use  the  language  of 
Prof.  Hodge,  "in  this  country,  where  literature  and  science, 
morality  and  Christianity  are  supposed  to  have  so  much  influ- 
ence, where  all  the  domestic  and  social  virtues  are  reported  as 
being  in  full  and  delightful  exercise,  are  continually  imbruing 
their  hands  and  consciences  in  the  blood  of  unborn  infants? 
Yet  it  is  true  that  there  are  educated,  refined  and  fashionable 
women — yea,  in  many  instances,  women  whose  moral  character 
is  in  other  respects  without  reproach ;  mothers  who  are  devoted, 
with  an  ardent  and  self-denying  affection,  to  the  children  who 
already  constitute  their  family,  who  are  perfectly  indifferent 
respecting  the  foetus  in  the  uterus.  They  seem  not  to  realise 
that  the  being  within  them  is,  indeed,  animate — that  it  is  in 
verity  a  human  being,  body  and  spirit.  Hence,  in  repeated  in- 
stances, they  hesitate  not  to  resort  to  any  and  every  means 
which  may  effectually  destroy  the  unborn  offspring." 

In  too  many  cases  the  medical  practitioner  is  not  blameless  in 
this  matter.  From  fear  of  giving  offense,  dreading  lest  he  may 
lose  a  valuable  patient,  perhaps  from  a  low  moral  sensibilty,  he 
yields  to  the  entreaties  of  the  parent,  and  becomes  the  instru- 
ment of  perpetrating  this  " murder  most  foul."  For  murder  it 
is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes.  The  life  which  is  taken  is  that 
of  a  human  being.  Tell  me,  if  you  can,  at  what  period  of  gesta- 
tion the  embryo  is  not  a  human  being  ?  At  what  point  does  it 
cease  to  be  a  thing  and  become  a  living  essence?  There  is  no 
point  where  the  law  does  not  recognize  its  existence  and  guard 
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its  rights.  There  is  do  stage  at  which  it  is  not  capable  of 
taking  as  a  legatee  or  under  a  marriage  settlement;  it  may  take 
specifically  under  a  devise  as  a  "  child,"  and  may  even  obtain  an 
injunction  to  stay  waste.* 

The  foetus  has  always  been,  both  in  law  and  morals,  regarded 
as  an  existing  being.  For  homo  est,  qui  futurus  est  The 
civil  law  was  to  the  same  effect.  "Infans  jam  conceptus,  pro 
jam  nato  habetur."  The  British  Parliament,  in  a  recent  act, 
declares  conception  to  be  the  proper  date  from  which  human  life 
in  its  entire  sanctity  is  to  be  estimated.  To  the  same  effect  says 
Dr.  Holcombe:  "The  true  moral  position  is  this — the  destruc- 
tion of  the  ovum  is  always  homicide ;  justifiable,  perhaps,  under 
a  few  extraordinary  and  painful  conditions,  after  the  failure  of 
all  reasonable  medical  and  surgical  means,  and  then  imposing 
such  fearful  and  solemn  moral  responsibilities  that  it  should  only 
be  accomplished  after  the  mature  deliberation  and  concurrent 
advice  of  several  respectable  members  of  the  profession."  Prof. 
Small  says :  "The  procuring  of  abortion  under  all  circumstances 
is  a  direct  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  physical  constitution,  and 
almost  always  a  violation  of  that  holy  commandment,  '  Thou 
shalt  not  kill.9" 

This  being,  therefore,  cannot  be  destroyed  by  a  deliberate  act 
without  criminality  on  the  part  of  the  perpetrator.  Ten  years 
ago  Dr.  Storer,  of  Boston,  said:  "Whenever,  by  any  operation 
or  other  procedure,  a  physician  directly  produces  abortion,  unin- 
tentionally though  it  may  be,  if  in  the  absence  of  any  precaution 
that  might  have  been  taken,  he  must  be  considered,  to  the  ex- 
tent evidenced  by  the  history  of  the  patient,  responsible  therefor. 

Our  own  law,  as  laid  down  by  the  Legislature  of  Missouri,  on 
this  subject  is  as  follows  (Chap.  200,  General  Statutes) : 

Section  9.  The  willful  killing  of  an  unborn  quick  child, 
by  any  injury  to  the  mother  of  such  child,  which  would  be 
murder  if  it  resulted  in  the  death  of  such  mother,  shall  be 
deemed  manslaughter  in  the  first  degree. 

Sec.  10.     Every  person  who  shall  administer  to  any  woman 


♦Martin's  Grim.  Law,  537. 
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pregnant  with  a  quick  child  any  medicine,  drug  or  substance 
whatsoever,  or  shall  use  or  employ  any  instrument  or  other 
means  with  intent  thereby  to  destroy  such  child,  unless  the 
same  shall  have  been  necessary  to  preserve  the  life  of  such 
mother,  or  shall  have  been  advised  by  a  physician  to  be  neces- 
sary for  that  purpose,  shall,  if  the  death  of  such  child  or  the 
mother  thereof  ensue  from  the  means  so  employed,  be  deemed 
guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the  second  degree. 

Sec.  34.  Every  physician  or  other  person  who  shall  willfully 
administer  to  any  pregnant  woman  any  medicine,  drug  or  sub- 
stance whatsoever,  or  shall  use  or  employ  any  means  whatso- 
ever, with  intent  thereby  to  procure  abortion  or  the  miscarriage 
of  any  such  woman,  unless  the  same  shall  have  been  necessary 
to  preserve  the  life  of  such  woman,  or  shall  have  been  advised 
by  a  physician  to  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  shall,  upon  con- 
viction, be  adjudged  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor. 

The  statute  does  not,  indeed,  calL  this  murder.  But  though 
in  the  eye  of  the  law  it  may  be  an  offense  less  heinous  than  the 
willful,  deliberate  killing  of  the  fully  developed  being,  it  certainly 
is  no  less  heinous  in  the  view  of  morals;  especially  do  I  believe 
it  is  no  less  so  in  the  eye  of  the  all-wise  God,  whose  creative 
power  has  been  exercised  in  calling  into  existence  that  life  which 
is  so  ruthlessly  destroyed 

I  beseech  you,  then,  gentlemen,  to  throw  the  whole  of  your 
influence  and  to  exert  all  your  powers  in  ridding  the  community 
of  this  terrible  crime.  Show  to  your  patients  the  horror  with 
which  you  view  it ;  check  the  first  tendencies  in  that  direction ; 
in  the  language  of  Prof.  Hodge,  "  grasp  the  conscience  of  your 
weak  and  erring  patient,  and  let  her  know,  in  language  not  to 
be  misunderstood,  that  she  is  responsible  to  her  Creator  for  the 
life  of  the  being  within  her." 

But  it  is  not  alone  by  a  deliberate,  unlawful  act  that  the  phy- 
sician may  render  himself  liable  criminally.  We  have  already 
seen  that  unless  he  exercise  his  skill  with  ordinary  care  and  dili- 
gence, he  will  be  liable  to  his  patient  in  a  civil  action  for  any 
damages  that  may  ensue.  But,  farther  than  this,  he  may  act  in 
so  rash  a  manner  as  to  give  to  an  unfortunate  result  a  criminal 


Malpractice.  213 

character.  He  may  either  assume  to  do  that  which  he  well 
knew  he  was  totally  unfit  to  perform — in  that  case,  if  his  efforts 
result  disastrously,  he  is  guilty  of  a  criminal  act — or  he  may  do 
that  which  he  knows  how  to  do  in  such  an  utterly  inconsiderate 
manner  as  to  become  equally  criminal  as  if  he  attempted  to  do 
that  which  he  knew  not  how  to  do. 

The  law  requires,  however,  very  strict  and  clear  proof  of  the  ex- 
istence of  one  or  the  other  of  these  before  it  will  imply  criminali- 
ty. But  if  either  are  proved,  there  need  be  no  additional  proof  of  a 
criminal  intent,  for  the  law  will  imply  it.  In  the  words  of  Mr. 
Justice  Bayley :  "  I  take  it  to  be  quite  clear  that  if  a  person  not 
of  medical  education,  in  a  case  where  medical  aid  could  be  ob- 
tained, undertakes  to  administer  medicine  which  may  have  a 
dangerous  effect,  and  thereby  causes  death,  such  person  is  guilty 
of  manslaughter.  He  may  have  no  evil  intention,  and  may  have 
a  good  one,  but  he  has  no  right  to  hazard  the  consequences  in  a 
case  where  medical  assistance  may  be  obtained.  If  he  does,  it 
is  at  his  peril.  It  is  immaterial  whether  the  person  administer- 
ing the  medicine  prepare  it  himself  or  gets  it  of  another."  The 
immediate  occasion  of  this  opinion  of  the  learned  judge  was  the 
cose  of  a  woman  who  was  tried  for  manslaughter.  The  deceased 
was  a  sailor,  and  had  been  discharged  from  the  Liverpool  In- 
firmary as  cured,  after  undergoing  salivation.  He  was  recom- 
mended by  another  patient  to  go  to  the  prisoner  for  an  emetic 
"to  get  the  mercury  out  of  his  bones."  The  prisoner  was  an 
old  woman,  and  occasionally  dealt  in  medicine.  She  gave  the 
deceased  a  dose  of  the  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate,  which 
caused  his  death.  The  woman  said  she  had  received  the  mix- 
ture from  a  person  who  came  from  Ireland,  and  had  gone  back 
again.     The  prisoner  was  convicted. 

It  may,  then,  be  considered  as  settled,  that  where  intelligent 
medical  assistance  can  be  obtained,  an  empiric  or  ignorant  per- 
son, who  recklessly  uses  the  potent  agents  of  the  materia  medica 
on  human  life,  should  be  held  to  a  strict  accountability  to  the 
criminal  law.  But  if  a  person  has  taken  the  usual  and  ordinary 
means  to  acquaint  himself  with  the  theory  and  practice  of  medi- 
cine, and  then  bona  fide  and  honestly  exercising  his  best  skill  to 
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cure  a  patient,  performs  an  operation  which  causes  the  patient's 
death,  he  is  not  guilty  of  manslaughter. 

One  case,  tried  in  England,  carries  this  doctrine  as  far  proba- 
bly as  it  ever  will  be  carried.     The  defendant  was  indicted  for 
the  murder  of  Mrs.  Delacroix.    He  was  about  seventy-five  years 
of  age ;  was  not  a  regularly  educated  accoucheur,  but  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  acting  in  that  capacity  among  the  lower  classes 
of  people.     The  nurse  who  waited  on  Mrs.  D.  testified  that  the 
deceased  had  been  delivered  by  the  prisoner  of  a  child  on  Fri- 
day, and  that  on  the  Sunday  following  an  unusual  appearance 
took  place,  which  the  medical  witnesses  at  the  trial  pronounced 
to  be  a  prolapsus  uteri.     This  the  prisoner  mistook  for  a  remain- 
ing part  of  the  placenta,  which  had  not  been  brought  away  at 
the  time  of  delivery.     He  attempted  to  bring  away  the  pro- 
lapsed uterus  by  force,  and  in  so  doing  he  lacerated  the  uterus, 
and  tore  asunder  the  mesenteric  artery,  causing  the  death  of 
the  patient.      The  medical  evidence  went  to  establish,  what  you 
have  all,  doubtless,  concluded,  that  there  must  have  been  a 
great  want  of  anatomical  knowledge  in  the  prisoner. 

Fourteen  women  appeared  as  witnesses  for  the  defense,  all  of 
whom  had  been  delivered  by  the  prisoner  at  different  times. 
They  spoke  of  the  kindness  and  attention  the  prisoner  had  dis- 
played, and  also  of  his  skill,  so  far  as  they  could  judge. 

Lord  Ellenborough  said  to  the  jury :  "  There  has  not  been  a 
particle  of  evidence  adduced  which  goes  to  convict  the  prisoner 
of  the  crime  of  murder;  but  still  it  is  for  you  to  say  whether  the 
evidence  goes  so  far  as  to  make  out  a  case  of  manslaughter.  To 
substantiate  that  charge  the  prisoner  must  have  been  guilty  of 
criminal  misconduct,  either  arising  from  the  grossest  ignorance 
or  the  most  criminal  inattention.  One  or  the  other  of  these  is 
necessary  to  make  him  guilty  of  that  criminal  negligence  and 
misconduct  which  is  essential  to  make  out  a  case  of  manslaugh- 
ter. It  does  not  appear  in  this  case  that  there  was  any  want  of 
attention  on  his  part,  and  from  the  evidence  of  the  witnesses  on 
his  behalf,  it  appears  that  he  had  delivered  many  women  at  dif- 
ferent times,  and  front  this  he  must  have  had  some  degree  of  skill 
It  would  seem  that,  having  placed  himself  in  a  dangerous  situs- 
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tion,  he  became  shocked  and  confused.  I  think  that  he  could 
not  possibly  have  committed  such  mistake  in  the  exercise  of  his 
unclouded  faculties.  And  I  own  that  it  appears  to  me  if  you 
find  the  prisoner  guilty  of  manslaughter,  it  will  tend  to  encom- 
pass a  most  important  and  anxious  profession  with  such  dangers 
as  would  deter  reflecting  men  from  entering  it." 

The  verdict  was,  "not  guilty." 

The  above  case  was  tried  in  1807.  I  am  constrained  to  be- 
lieve that  had  Chief  Justice  Ellenborough  adorned  the  bench  of 
the  last  half  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  had  the  case  been 
tried  by  a  jury  A.  D.  1870,  the  result  would  have  been  less  for- 
tunate for  the  prisoner  and  far  more  advantageous  to  the  cause 
of  humanity. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Missouri,  in  a  case  decided  in  1844, 
has  declared  the  law  to  be  as  follows:  "  If  a  person  assume  to 
act  as  a  physician,  however  ignorant  of  medical  science,  and  pre- 
scribe with  an  honest  intention  of  curing  the  patient,  but  through 
ignorance  of  the  quality  of  the  medicine  prescribed,  or  of  the 
nature  of  the  disease,  or  both,  the  patient  die  in  consequence  of 
the  treatment,  contrary  to  the  expectation  of  the  person  pre- 
scribing, he  is  not  guilty  of  murder  or  manslaughter ;  but  if  the 
party  prescribing  have  so  much  knowledge  of  the  fatal  tendency 
of  the  prescription,  that  it  may  reasonably  be  presumed  that  he 
administered  the  medicine  from  an  obstinate  willful  rashness,  and 
not  with  an  honest  intention  and  expectation  of  effecting  a  cure,  he 
is  guilty  of  manslaughter  at  least,  though  he  might  not  have  in- 
tended any  bodily  harm  to  the  patient."* 

It  has  been  for  a  long  time  a  mooted  question  how  far  intoxi- 
cation was  an  excuse  for  injuries  committed  by  a  person  acting 
under  its  influence.  The  better  law  seems  to  be  that  drunken- 
ness, instead  of  an  excuse  for  and  a  palliation  of  crime,  is  an 
aggravation  of  it.  And  it  certainly  seems  to  be  in  consonance 
with  sound  sense  and  morals  to  hold  the  physician  to  an  even 
stricter  responsibility  for  mistakes  committed  by  him  while  in  a 
state  of  intoxication  than  for  those  occurring  while  he  is  sober. 


*  Rice  v.  The  State,  8  Mo.,  561. 
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The  statute  law  of  Missouri  holds  the  physician  who  commits 
injury  under  such  circumstances  guilty  of  manslaughter.  "  If 
any  physician  while  in  a  state  of  intoxication  shall,  without  a 
design  to  effect  death,  administer  any  potion,  drug  or  medicine, 
or  do  any  other  act  to  another  person  which  shall  produce  the 
death  of  such  other,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  manslaughter 
in  the  third  degree." — [Gen.  Statutes  of  Missouri,  Chapter  200, 
Sec.  16. 

I  have  given  you,  gentlemen,  an  outline  of  the  law  on  mal- 
practice. If  I  have  succeeded  in  fixing  in  your  minds  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  your  obligations  to  your  patients  are  founded, 
if  I  have  made  your  position  on  the  witness-stand  less  annoying, 
and  have  made  it  easier  to  prepare  for  scenes  to  which  you  are 
strange,  my  time  and  yours  will  not  have  been  misspent. 
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By  John  Hartmaith,  H.  D.,  Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Pathology  in  the  St.  Louie  College 

of  Homoeopathic  Physicians  and  Surgeons. 


The  physiological  school  assert  that  no  remedy  can  be  cor- 
rectly prescribed  without  the  patient  being  physically  examined, 
and  without  having  first  ascertained  the  nature,  and,  if  possible, 
the  name,  of  the  disease ;  and  only  after  such  examination  is  it 
possible  to  treat  the  patient  scientifically  and  rationally.  The 
old  homoeopathic  school  teaches  that  the  objective  symptoms  are 
of  no  importance  at  all;  that  making  a  diagnosis  secundum  artern 
et  scientiam  is  like  following  an  ignis  fatuus,  which  leads  even  the 
old  practitioner  into  a  labyrinth  of  sophisms,  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  only  rational  way  of  treatment  is  to  prescribe  accord- 
ing to  the  most  prominent  subjective  or  functional  symptoms 
present,  and,  of  course,  with  medicines  which  cover  best  the 
complex  of  symptoms,  according  to  the  law  of  "similia  shniU- 
bus."  Between  these  two  parties,  representing  the  different 
medical  schools,  there  stand  in  our  days  those  homoeopaths  who 
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believe  that  the  physical  examination  as  well  as  the  subjective 
symptoms  of  a  disease,  if  separately  applied,  are  defective  guides, 
and  only  a  combination  of  a  subjective  observation  and  an  objec- 
tive examination  enable  the  true  physician  to  prescribe  with 
such  a  degree  of  certainty  as  science  and  experience  can  afford. 
While  the  physiologist  says,  no  prognosis  without  a  correct 
diagnosis,  a  part  of  the  homoeopaths  say,  we  need  no  diagnosis ; 
give  us  only  symptoms,  and  we  will  cure  any  case  which  is  cura- 
ble. But  as  "extremes  meet,"  so  it  is  with  these  different  views 
of  the  medical  profession;  and  in  the  following  I  propose  to 
show  that  the  application  of  both  the  physical  examination  and 
subjective  observation  complete  each  other,  and  that  he  is  the  true 
physician  who  gives  his  attention  to  both,  and  such  an  one  will  be 
the  most  successful  practitioner.  In  complaints  which  mostly 
are  created  by  a  disturbance  of  the  conductive  power  of  the 
nerves,  as,  for  instance,  in  nervous  headaches  or  pains  appearing 
periodically,  the  subjective  symptoms  are  of  more  importance 
than  the  objective.  But  even  then  we  should  not  neglect  to 
consider  the  objective  symptoms  also,  because  we  may  have 
patients  who  will  simulate  suffering.  The  regular  motion  of  the 
heart  is  interfered  with  by  a  nervous  disturbance ;  or  the  inner- 
vation of  certain  organs  creates  nervous  secondary  symptoms  in 
those  organs,  as  for  instance,  vomiting  spells  from  severe  head- 
ache, or  weakness  in  the  legs  from  intense  pain  in  the  back. 
With  a  knowledge  of  these  facts  we  cannot  be  so  easily  deceived. 
A  headache,  no  matter  whether  it  is  a  nervous  or  a  rheumatic, 
we  may  treat  with  the  same  good  result  if  we  prescribe,  for  in- 
stance, bryonia,  sepia,  sanguinaria,  spigelia,  and  so  forth,  with- 
out classifying  the  headache  or  giving  it  a  name,  that  is  without 
diagnosticating  the  disease.  But  this  good  result,  though  it  will 
satisfy  the  patient,  should  not  satisfy  the  practitioner,  because 
his  experience  will  not  be  sufficiently  enriched  to  be  a  true  guide 
in  a  similar  case.  The  description  of  symptoms,  as  given  by  the 
patient,  is  often  so  far  from  being  clear  that  if  the  physician 
neglects  to  find  the  cause  of  the  complaint,  the  mere  symp- 
toms will  confuse  him ;  while  a  correct  diagnosis  would  give  him 
a  stronghold  by  which  he  would  be  enabled  to  make  an  exact 
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distinction  between  similar  symptoms,  and  complete  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  description  of  symptoms  given  by  the  patient. 
In  diseases  where  pathological  changes  take  place,  and  in  organs, 
as  liver,  spleen,  lungs,  kidneys,  heart,  bowels,  etc.,  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  treat  a  patient  without  the  knowledge  of  the  patho- 
logical disorder,  and  the  subjective  symptoms  are  of  second* 
ary  importance.  To  prove  this  let  us  consider,  for  instance, 
" pleurisy,"  and  let  us  suppose  that  ignorance  had  taken  it  for 
"  pneumonia,"  on  account  of  many  symptoms  being  similar  in 
both  diseases ;  aconite,  bryonia,  phosphor,  and  so  on,  have 
been  prescribed  in  a  regular  order  for  fever,  pain  in  one  side  of 
the  chest,  aggravated  at  each  trial  to  take  a  full  inspiration, 
breathing  more  with  the  diaphragm  than  with  the  intercostal 
muscles,  etc. ;  now,  could  not,  in  spite  of  all  ignorance,  a  com- 
plete cure  be  effected?  Certainly  it  could.  But  let  us  suppose 
the  either  serous  or  plastic  exudation,  which  in  the  beginning 
was  entirely  overlooked,  is  by  the  said  treatment  not  absorbed, 
on  the  contrary,  the  patient  at  once  notices  a  swelling  in  the 
region  of  the  hypochondrium ;  would  he  not  become  alarmed,  and 
lose  all  his  confidence  in  his  physician,  because  the  latter  did  not 
know  what  was  the  matter,  and  had  prescribed  medicines  for 
symptoms  only,  and  not  for  the  disease  ?  And  would  it  not  to 
the  physician,  also,  be  very  disagreeable  to  think  that  he,  per- 
haps, could  have  avoided  such  a  result  if  he  had  prescribed  in 
due  time  rhus  tox.,  sulphur,  nitr.  acid,  squilla,  and  other  reme- 
dies, which  have  the  power  to  absorb  exudation,  and  which,  at 
the  same  time,  would  have  surely  covered  the  mentioned  subjec- 
tive symptoms. 

Tuberculosis  pulmonum  is  a  disease  in  which,  during  the  dif- 
ferent stages,  sometimes  the  subjective  and  at  other  times  the 
objective  symptoms  are  of  more  importance.  In  the  beginning 
or  acute  stage  of  the  disease  the  physical  examination  can  often 
not  discover  any  trace  of  tubercles,  while  the  subjective  symp- 
toms, as  sputa,  mixed  with  blood,  heaviness  in  the  limbs,  bleed- 
ing of  nose,  profuse  perspiration  in  day  time  and  more  in  the 
night,  repeated  catarrhal  affections,  burning,  red  cheeks,  give 
the  practitioner  immediately  the  impression  that  he  has  to  treat 
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a  phthisis,  therefore  the  subjective  symptoms  are  here  the  main 
guides  for  our  prescriptions,  and  the  symptomatists  have  here 
the  advantage  of  the  physiologists.  But  in  the  later  stages,  if 
we  wish  to  be  enabled  to  make  a  prognosis,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  to  prescribe  correctly,  it  is  impossible  to  do  so  without  , 
knowing  the  pathological  changes  in  the  lungs,  because  in  no 
other  disease  are  the  subjective  symptoms,  as  given  by  the  pa- 
tient, so  uncertain  as  in  phthisis ;  and  I  myself  have  seen  a  patient 
who  pretended  to  feel  so  well  that  he  tried  the  strength  of  his 
lungs  by  singing  exercises,  and,  nevertheless,  the  next  day  died. 
We  see  from  this  that  a  treatment  according  to  symptoms  only, 
or  otherwise  according  to  the  result  of  a  physical  examination 
only,  is  a  partiality  which  cannot  be  reconciled  either  with 
science  or  with  practice. 

To  give  a  final  illustration  of  what  I  have  said  above,  I  will 
detail  a  ludicrous  anecdote  which  I  read  not  long  ago  in  a  jour- 
nal :  A  young  physician,  who  had  studied  in  the  best  universi- 
ties in  Germany,  commenced  practice  in  a  large  city,  and  was 
lucky  enough  to  make  some  "  good  cures,"  which  gave  him  soon 
reputation  and  many  patients.  He  was  one  of  the  "  physiologi- 
cal school,"  who  stand  at  the  pinnacle  of  modern  science,  and 
never  leave  their  office  without  being  armed  with  a  stethoscope, 
with  bottles  filled  with  reagents,  with  pocket  thermometers,  and 
other  kinds  of  instruments  of  examination.  Being  well  posted 
in  anatomy  and  physiology,  he  also  believed  himself  gifted  with 
most  acute  hearing,  which  enabled  him  to  detect  the  least  abnor- 
mity in  the  palpitation  of  the  heart;  the  sensation  of  touch  in 
the  points  of  his  fingers  was  extremely  delicate,  and  the  accom- 
modation of  his  optics  so  exact  that  it  was  almost  impossible  for 
him  to  be  in  the  dark  with  any  disease  coming  under  his  treat- 
ment. Now,  this  young  doctor  was  one  day  called  in  great 
haste  to  see  a  patient  at  the  house  of  a  wealthy  citizen,  and, 
upon  inquiring,  he  is  told  that  the  only  son  of  his  parents,  a 
boy  of  about  twelve  years,  is  suddenly  taken  sick,  is  unable  to 
leave  his  bed,  and  the  parents  feel  very  uneasy*  The  messenger 
intended  to  add  something  more  about  the  symptoms,  but  the 
doctor,  who  did  not  want  to  be  prejudiced  in  bis  diagnosis,  in- 


220  Practice  of  Medicine. 

formed  him  "  it  is  all  right,"  and  started  immediately  to  visit 
tl\e  patient.  When  he  entered  the  patient's  room  he  found  a 
very  delicate  little  boy,  with  a  pale  face  and  large  eyes,  with 
which  he  looked  at  the  doctor  with  an  expression  as  if  be 
doubted  that  he  even  could  help  him.  At  the  first  glance  the 
doctor  thought  the  lungs  were  affected.  But  a  careful  examina- 
tion taught  him  he  was  mistaken.  Then  he  examined  the  heart, 
and  there  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  systolic  sound  was  not 
much  at  fault.  He  continued  to  examine  the  whole  body,  but 
could  not  detect  any  abnormity.  One  thing  was  curious,  each 
time  the  doctor  touched  the  left  "  margo  supraorbitals "  the 
patient  started  as  from  pain,  and  generally  his  eyes  were  always 
fixed  to  one  corner  of  the  room,  as  though  he  noticed  something 
horrible  in  that  direction.  The  doctor  then  desired  him  to  sit 
up  a  little  while,  but  he  tried  it  in  vain,  and  apparently  the  effort 
to  do  so  gave  him  great  pain.  Almost  an  hour  passed  in  this 
examination,  and  the  doctor  was  just  as  wise  as  he  was  when  he 
came,  that  is,  he  did  not  know  what  was  the  matter.  During 
this  time  the  mother  was  standing  at  the  bedside  of  her  beloved 
child,  waiting  anxiously  for  the  verdict  of  the  physician,  and 
was  not  a  little  surprised  when  he  told  her  that  he  could  not 
prescribe  anything,  because  he  did  not  know  what  to  make  out 
of  the  disease.  When  the  mother  told  him,  in  addition  to  all  he 
had  already  heard  and  seen,  that  the  boy  came  home  from  school 
a  day  or  two  before  with  a  severe  headache ;  that  she  brought 
him  to  bed,  from  which  he  did  not  care  to  arise  next  morning ; 
and  that  his  father  not  being  at  home,  she  had  hesitated  in  send- 
ing for  a  physician  ;  and  that  this  morning,  to  her  greatest  grief, 
the  boy  was  already  unable  to  move  in  his  bed.  The  doctor  be- 
came more  and  more  confused,  and  being  against  his  conscience 
to  order  an  innocent  medicine  or  placebo  merely  to  satisfy  the 
mother,  he  left,  with  the  promise  to  call  again  next  morning. 
The  next  day  the  doctor  saw  and  examined  the  patient  again, 
but  with  the  same  result.  So  several  days  passed  on ;  the  doc- 
tor studied  all  the  books  in  his  library  to  find  a  case  similar  to 
this,  and  to  learn  something  about  the  treatment  which  would 
be  sanctioned  by  an  authority;  and  the  mother  each  day  became 
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more  desponding.  At  last  the  doctor  desired  a  consultation,  and 
recommended  a  young  practitioner  who  had  gained  a  reputation 
by  a  work  on  physiology.  The  second  doctor  came,  heard  all 
necessary  specialities  from  doctor  number  one,  and  again  com- 
menced a  thorough  examination.  He  discovered  something  that  9 
the  first  doctor  had  entirely  overlooked,  namely,  that  tbe  pupil 
of  the  right  eye  was  more  dilated  than  the  left,  that  the  pulse 
was  a  little  accelerated,  and  the  breathing  somewhat  faster  than 
usual,  which  latter  symptom  could  partially  be  explained  by  the 
exhaustion  the  patient  evidently  felt  from  being  often  turned 
around  to  different  positions  during  the  examination.  They  at 
last  agreed  upon  a  diagnosis,  and  declared  the  disease  to  be 
a  "want  of  a  sufficient  nutrition  of  the  central  organs  of  the 
nerves,"  an  explanation  which  was  fully  sanctioned  by  the  exact 
science  of  our  days,  and  which  has  the  preference  over  other  ex- 
planations, as  it  can  be  adapted  to  almost  every  disease.  The 
mother  was  very  happy  when  they  told  her  of  the  result  of  their 
consultation,  because  she  knew  what  was  the  disease,  and  was 
satisfied  that  the  prescribed  medicines  would  produce  good  re- 
sults. The  first  remedy  prescribed  was  strychnine,  which  was 
continued  for  three  days.  The  symptoms  present  did  not  disap- 
pear, but  the  effect  of  the  "heroic  medicine"  was  very  distinct, 
as  convulsions  in  longer  intervals  threatened  the  patient  danger- 
ously. 

In  the  mean  time  the  father  of  the  boy  arrived,  and  hav- 
ing been  notified  by  his  wife  of  the  dangerous  state  of  affairs, 
he  brought  with  him  a  well  known  physician  from  a  neighboring 
city  to  consult  with  the  others.  Soon  after  entering  the  pa- 
tient's room,  this  last  physician,  who  from  reading  so  many  hor- 
rible reports  of  trichinae,  had  surely  "trichinae"  on  his  brain, 
declared  this  was  nothing  else  than  a  beginning  of  this  disease, 
and  soon  the  news  spread  all  over  town  that  there  was  a  genuine 
case  of  "trichinae."  Luckily  for  the  patient  the  first  two  physi- 
cians convinced  the  latter  of  his  mistake,  and  now  the  treatment 
went  on  very  harmoniously,  and  quinine,  ferrum  iod.,  and  other 
remedies  were  prescribed  with  the  same  success;  that  is  to  say 
the  medicines  had  effect  on  the  patient,  but  did  not  cure  him* 
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On  the  advice  of  a  family  friend,  and  with  the  consent  of  the 
consul  ting  physicians,  who  convinced  themselves  more  and  more 
that  they  were  at  an  end  with  their  wisdom,  an  old  retired  physi- 
cian, who  during  the  time  of  his  practice,  had  gained  a  wide 
spread  reputation  as  a  practitioner  and  an  author,  was  invited  to 
see  their  wonderful  case,  and  though  the  old  man  did  not  desire 
to  have  any  practice,  his  curiosity  was  aroused  by  a  lively  descrip- 
tion he  received  from  one  of  the  attending  physicians,  and  he 
concluded  to  look  at  the  case.  At  his  arrival  at  the  patient's 
room,  he  stared  at  the  patient  for  a  while,  drew  then  a  stethe- 
scope  out  of  his  pocket  to  which  he  secured  a  long  flexible  tube, 
it  being,  as  he  said,  more  convenient  for  an  old  man,  and  then 
commenced  his  examination.  To  the  greatest  astonishment  of 
the  bystanding  doctors,  he  put  the  stethoscope,  instead  of  on  the 
region  of  the  heart  to  hear  the  abnormal  sound  which  the  others 
noticed,  right  on  the  shoulder  over  the  clavicula,  and  during  the 
time  that  he  seemingly  listened  to  something,  he  pressed  hard 
around  the  supra  orbital  of  the  left  eye  and  all  over  the  chest. 
After  a  time  he  declared  he  was  ready  for  consultation.  The 
four  physicians  now  retired  to  an  adjoining  room  and  with  a  very 
grave  face  the  old  doctor  looked  at  the  others  for  a  while  and  at 
last  he  asked  them  what  their  prescriptions  were.  They  told 
him  they  prescribed  strychnine,  chinin,  ferrum  iod.,  &c,  but  to 
each  medicine  they  mentioned  he  shook  his  head  and  said  "this 
will  not  do,"  or  "that  could  have  no  effect,"  or  "good  for  noth- 
ing," and  with  such  short  and  terse  remarks  he  so  excited  one 
of  the  physicians  that  he  could  not  help  asking  him  sharply  what 
he  would  prescribe.  Here  again  the  old  man  made  a  very 
grave  face  and  with  a  deep  low  voice  he  said :  "  Gentlemen,  there 
is  only  one  remedy  in  which  I  have  any  confidence  whatever, 
and  that  is —  a  weak  solution  of  chamomile  tea."  The  wise  trio 
thought  at  first  that  they  had  misunderstood  him,  and  again 
they  asked,  "  what  would  you  prescribe  ?  "  "  Matricaria  chamo- 
milla,  in  a  weak  decoction,  to  be  given  every  two  hours,  one  tea 
spoonful,"  the  old  man  responded  with  the  same  grave  face. 
"But,  doctor,"  said  the  one  again,  "did  not  you  understand  what 
medicines  we  already  have  ordered,  is  it  not  ridiculous  to  give 
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chamomile?19  "Never  mind/'  the  old  man  answered,  " follow 
my  advice  and  if  the  patient  should  ask  to-morrow  to  be  dressed 
and  to  go  to  school,  let  him  do  so." 

With  the  remark  that  he  had  forgotten  to  ask  something,  he 
went  again  to  the  patient's  room,  having  his  whip  in  his  hand, 
and  after  a  few  minutes  he  returned  remarking,  "it  is  all  right, 
now,"  and  with  a  stiff  bow  to  his  colleagues  he  left  the  house. 

Next  morning  one  of  the  physicians  came  pretty  early  to  see 
the  patient  again.  When  he  entered  the  sitting  room  he  saw 
that  the  windows  were  open,  that  the  bed  of  the  patient  was 
empty,  and  all  around  him  looked  so  quiet  and  almost  solemn 
that  his  first  thought  was,  "  poor  boy,  after  you  had  to  suffer 
so  long,  you  have  had  at  last  to  die."  Then,  again,  he  thought, 
u  that  old  fool  of  a  doctor,  could  not  prescribe  any  thing  better 
than  chamomile  tea."  When  he  intended  to  leave  the  room  to 
look  for  the  mourning  parents,  and  to  condole,  especially,  with 
the  poor  mother,  who,  of  course,  must  be  in  despair,  she  enter- 
ed the  room,  and  with  a  very  happy  smile  on  her  face  she  told  the 
astonished  doctor,  that  the  medicine  of  the  old  doctor  acted  like 
a  charm.  After  the  second  or  third  teaspoonful  the  patient  sat 
up  in  bed  and  asked  for  something  to  eat.  A  few  teaspoonfulls 
more  and  he  desired  to  get  up.  Only  by  persuading  him  not  to 
do  so  could  he  be  kept  in  bed  until  this  morning,  when  he  left 
his  bed,  dressed,  took  his  breakfast  as  usually  and  went  to 
school.  "All  praise,"  she  finished  her  report,  "to  the  old  Doc- 
tor, though  we  are  under  great  obligations  to  you  too,  for  the 
skill  and  care  with  which  you  have  treated  my  poor  boy." 

The  doctor,  not  very  much  flattered,  left  the  happy  mother 
and  hastened  to  the  old  physician  to  learn  from  him  how  he 
solved  the  problem.  When  the  servant  of  the  old  man  presented 
the  card  of  the  visitor,  he  was  ordered  to  let  the  Doctor  in  im- 
mediately, and  the  visitor  was  received  very  cordially,  and  with 
great  humor  he  was  asked  whether  the  boy  had  gone  to  school. 
The  young  disciple  of  Esculapius  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
and  excusing  himself  for  having  been  somewhat  harsh  at  the 
consultation  yesterday,  he  confessed  that  the  whole  disease  and 
this  wonderful  cure  was  a  mystery  to  him  and  he  would,  therefore, 
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like  to  receive  an  explanation.  The  old  man,  with  some  sar- 
casm in  his  face,  told  the  doctor,  that  immediately  after  hav- 
ing observed  the  patient  for  a  few  minutes,  he  was  aware  that 
the  boj  only  simulated  all  his  sufferings,  and  after  examining  the 
boy  his  suspicion  was  considerably  strengthened,  especially  when 
he  (the  doctor)  put  his  stethescope  on  the  shoulder  of  the  boy, 
to  draw  the  exclusive  attention  of  the  patient  to  the  instrument, 
while  at  the  same  time  he  pressed  all  the  parts  of  the  body,  espe- 
cially the  region  of  the  left  eye  and  the  heart,  which  gave  him 
the  conviction  that  the  boy  had  no  pains  at  all.  "After  I  had 
made  up  my  mind,"  the  old  man  concluded,  "I  went,  after  I  left 
you  for  a  few  minutes,  to  the  patient  and  said  to  him,  'you  little 
rascal,  how  can  you  frighten  your  beloved  parents  so  much, 
without  deserving  a  hearty  punishment?  now  I  tell  you,  if  you 
don't  go  to-morrow  morning,  to  school,  then  I  will  be  back  again 
and  I  will  be  damned  if  I  don't  cowhide  you,'  and  at  the  same 
time  I  struck  several  times  with  my  whip  on  the  bed.  The  boy 
then  commenced  to  weep  and  told  me  that  his  teacher  is  always 
so  rough  with  him,  gives  him  more  lessons  than  he  can  overcome, 
and  his  schoolmaster  laughs  at  him  for  not  being  able  to  learn  so 
much  as  they  can,  and  therefore,  he  made  up  his  mind  to  be  sick. 
And  now,  my  young  friend,"  the  old  doctor  said,  "take  a  lesson 
from  an  old  practitioner,  never  neglect,  if  you  examine  the  pa- 
tient's body,  to  examine  his  mind  too;  and  only  if  you  pay  full 
attention  to  all  subjective  and  objective  symptoms,  will  you  be 
able  to  prescribe  for  the  sick  soul." 


SURGERY. 


L.  H.  Willaid,  M.  D.,  Alleghany  City,  Editor. 


IMPEEPEOT  THTIOir  OP  A  FEAOTTTEED  FEMTTE. 


Ellis  G was  admitted  to  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital  of 

Pittsburgh,  for  treatment  of  an  imperfectly  united  fracture  of 
the  femur.  The  accident  occurred  in  McKeesport,  some  thirty 
miles  distant.  He  was  attended  by  one  of  the  surgeons  of  the 
place;  but  after  a  lapse  of  three  months  could  not  bear  any 
weight  upon  the  leg,  neither  could  he  walk  with  crutches.  On 
examination  I  found  there  was  union  of  the  broken  fragments, 
the  ends  overlapping  each  other ;  and  when  the  bone  was  twisted 
he  complained  of  great  pain.  The  union  seemed  to  be  of  a  car- 
tilaginous formation;  and  although  the  fracture  had  not  been 
properly  set,  still  it  could  not  have  been  the  cause  of  this  want 
of  bony  matter  of  the  callus.  His  general  health  was  poor;  an 
impaired  appetite  and  sleepless  nights  had  reduced  the  system 
very  much.  The  first  and  only  remedy  was  calc.  phos.,  30th, 
one  dose  night  and  morning.  The  first  few  days  he  was  con- 
fined in  bed  on  account  of  some  boils  under  his  knees.  After 
these  were  well,  a  starch  bandage  was  applied,  with  a  splint  to 
the  outer  side  of  the  thigh,  made  of  binders'  board,  to  keep  the 
leg  straight  as  possible  (for  when  he  was  upon  his  feet  the  femur 
had  a  slight  curve  to  the  outer  side).  He  was  now  helped  to 
walk  with  crutches.  On  the  third  day  he  could  walk  by  himself 
with  crutches.  His  appetite  and  sleep  improved.  In  one  week 
he  walked  with  a  cane,  and  at  the  expiration  of  three  weeks  he 
was  discharged.  The  fracture  had  formed  a  bony  union,  and 
was  strong  enough  to  support  the  weight  of  the  body.  I  attrib- 
ute the  cure,  first,  to  the  calc.  phos.,  which  in  numerous  in- 
stances has  hastened  bony  formation  when  the  system,  through 
debility  or  constitutional  disease,  seems  wanting  the  calcareous 
matter  necessary  to  the  union  of  fractures;  and,  secondly,  in 
making  the  patient  exercise,  the  bandage  giving  support  to  the 
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limb,  and  the  upright  position  on  walking  exciting  irritation, 
which  helped  the  deposit  of  more  material  for  the  union  of  the 
fracture.  Willard. 


•   Hi    » 


HE0B08I8  OF  TEE  HEAD  OF  THE  FEMUB, 

A  PORTIO*  OF  THE  FECI  A1TD  TROCHAHTER  MAJOR.  REMOVED  BY  EXGISI0I. 


By  H.  W.  Kamn,  of  Lonlatflle,  Kj. 


On  the  29th  of  March,  1869, 1  was  called  to  see  Mr.  Louis 
Martin,  a  young  man,  seventeen  years  of  age,  who  had  been  con- 
fined to  his  bed  since  October  5, 1868.  The  examination  elicited 
the  following  facts : 

He  was  suddenly  taken  with  severe  pains,  resembling  rheuma- 
tism, nearly  over  his  whole  body,  which  finally  concentrated  in 
the  left  hip  joint  and  inguinal  glands.  These  pains  continued 
for  a  considerable  time,  and  an  abscess  formed  on  the  external 
side  of  the  leg  half  way  between  knee  and  trochanter.  It  was 
lanced  about  New  Year,  and  has  continued  to  discharge  large 
quantities  of  matter  ever  since.  Shortly  afterward  another  ab- 
scess formed,  and  was  lanced  pn  the  calf  of  the  right  leg.  Next 
another  abscess  on  the  same  leg,  below  the  trochanter  appeared. 
This  again  was  followed  by  still  another  one  on  the  left  forearm. 
From  severe  pain  and  a  very  profuse  discharge  of  matter, 
sometimes  mixed  with  blood,  the  patient  was  considerably  re- 
duced in  flesh,  had  hectic  fever,  and  was  very  much  depressed 
in  spirits.  The  patient's  father  is  still  living,  and  enjoys  excel- 
lent health;  his  mother  has  died  of  cancer  of  the  womb.  At  the 
time  mentioned  above,  all  other  abscesses  had  healed,  except  the 
one  first  mentioned.  The  left  leg  was  perfectly  immovable,  and 
the  hip  joint  exceedingly  painful  when  touched  or  any  change  of 
position  was  attempted.  The  shaft  of  the  os  femoris  was  en- 
larged, and  the  left  foot  rotated  outward.  The  functions  of  the 
bowels  and  kidneys  were  normal.  The  patient  was  at  once  put 
on  a  rich  diet,  and  silicia  administered  internally. 
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On  the  14th  of  April,  assisted  by  Dr.  Ruschhaupt,  I  en- 
larged the  opening  of  the  abscess  sufficiently  to  introduce  a 
finger  in  order  to  trace  the  sinus  to  any  diseased  part  of  the 
bone.     Finding  it  to  continue  upwards  between  the  muscles,  I 
made  another  opening  at  a  fingers'  length  above  the  first  one. 
Introducing  here  again  my  finger,  I  could  feel  the  trochanter 
major  denuded  and  rough,  and  also  the  rough  end  of  the  collum 
where  it  joins  the  head.     The  object  of  this  operation  so  far  was 
merely  to  make  a  correct  diagnosis.      On  the  next  day  the 
patient  was  first  put  thoroughly  under  the  influence  of  chloro- 
form, and  then  moved  on  a  table  covered  with  a  mattress,  so 
that  the  left  hip  projected  over  the  edge.     During  the  operation 
I  was  very  kindly  and  ably  assisted  by  Drs.  Ruschhaupt  and 
Leber.     From  the  upper  opening,  a  little  below  the  trochanter, 
made  the  day  previous,  an  incision  was  carried  in  an  upward  and 
inward  direction  toward  the  joint.     Everything  being  severed  to 
the  bone,  the  head  of  the  femur  was  found  to  be  detached,  and 
its  interior  nearly  all  destroyed.     This  was  removed  with  strong 
forceps,  and  the  cavity  of  the  joint  found  sound.     My  attention 
was  next  called  to  the  carious  trochanter,  which  was  sawed  off. 
After  the  removal  of  the  trochanter  it  was  discovered  that  the 
periosteum  was  partially  loose  on  the  upper  surface  of  the  col- 
lum, and  under  it  the  bone  diseased,  whilst  on  the  lower  surface 
it  appeared  healthy,  and  firmly  adhering.     To  remove  all  of  the 
diseased  bone  it  became  necessary  to  dissect  it  (the  periosteum) 
far  enough — taking  care  not  to  remove  it — to  use  the  saw. 
The  collum  was  finally  sawed  through  lengthwise,  the  lower  half 
remaining  firmly  attached  to  the  shaft.     The  flaps  of  the  de- 
tached periosteum  were  spread  over  the  wound  of  the  bone. 
The  loss  of  blood  was  not  considerable,  not  a  single  artery  need- 
ing the  ligature.     In  order  to  get  better  to  the  bone  whilst  saw- 
ing, the  limb  was  rotated  outward  and  bent  backward,  producing 
in  this  manner  a  kind  of  luxation.     The  wound  was  now  filled 
with  lint,  the  patient  removed  to  bed,  and  a  dose  of  morphine 
administered.     The  suppuration  in  the  wound  was  rather  pro- 
fuse.    To  insure  as  much  rest  to  tho  joint  as  possible.  Dr. 
Ruschhaupt  suggested  a  wire  apparatus,  as  used  in  Germany  in 
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similar  cases ;  but  as  this  could  not  be  obtained  here,  a  tin  case 
was  improvised,  reaching  from  the  waist  down  to  the  feet.  It 
resembled  a  pair  of  pantaloons  from  which  the  front  part  was 
removed  where  it  joins  with  its  seams  the  other  part.  For  the 
evacuation  of  the  bowels  a  hole  was  cut  out  of  it  in  the  proper 
place.  Everything  seemed  to  go  on  favorably  until  the  begin- 
ning of  May,  when  it  became  apparent  that  a  burrowing  of  pus 
had  taken  place  on  the  upper  posterior  part  of  the  leg.  This 
was  opened  on  the  14th  of  May.  When  introducing  the  finger 
in  this  wound,  it  would  almost  pass  around  the  shaft  of  the  bone 
and  upward  in  the  direction  of  the  joint.  To  facilitate  the 
dressing  and  free  discharge  of  the  matter  a  hole  had  to  be  cut 
out  of  the  tin  case  corresponding  with  the  new  abscess.  During 
this  time  the  patient  had  fever  morning  and  evening,  and  his 
appetite  and  strength  failed.  I  gave  him  internally  aconite  and 
arsenic,  with  no  result.  As  he  had  had  intermittents  previously, 
and  lives  in  a  part  of  the  city  that  was  formerly  unhealthy, 
quinine  was  administered,  but  without  any  better  result  than  the 
other  remedies.  His  condition,  however,  improved  again  under 
a  rich  diet  and  the  use  of  beer  and  wine,  and  the  opening  last 
made  healed  again;  not,  however,  permanently.  It  healed  over 
several  times  and  broke  again  until  about  the  first  of  February, 
since  when  it  has  remained  closed. 

Now,  a  singular  symptom  set  in;  the  original  wound  would 
not  discharge  either  spontaneously  or  by  application  of  pressure, 
but  whilst  discharging  urine  it  would  run  freely.  This  condition 
lasted  from  July  until  February.  My  only  explanation  of  this 
very  singular  condition  is,  that  in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis  an 
abscess  communicating  with  the  wound  had  formed,  and  by  the 
pressure  of  the  contracting  bladder  caused  an  expulsion  of  the 
pus.     Silicia  was  for  a  considerable  time  given  twice  a  day. 

The  patient  remained  in  his  tin  case  until  the  27th  of  August, 
when  it  was  found  that  the  collum,  by  addition  of  new  bone,  had 
assumed  at  least  twice  its  natural  size,  and  to  all  appearances 
was  strong  enough  to  support  the  weight  of  the  body.  He  was 
taken  out  of  it  and  since  ten  months  for  the  first  time  stood  on 
his  feet  again.     He  learned  to  walk  with  cratches  and  continued 
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to  improve  in  strength.  On  the  8th  of  October  he  was  out  on 
the  street  for  the  first  time.  During  all  this  time  no  diseased 
bone  could  ever  be  reached  by  the  probe,  nor  has  the  least  par- 
ticle of  it  ever  been  found  in  the  matter. 

On  December  28th  I  was  called  again  to  lance  another  abscess 
that  had  formed  on  the  left  side,  in  the  region  of  the  symphysis 
sacroiliaca.  The  probe  could  be  introduced  about  three  inches 
in  an  upward  direction  towards  the  rim  of  the  pelvis,  and  a  few 
weeks  afterwards  another,  sinus  towards  the  incisura  ischiadic* 
major  was  found.  After  this  last  abscess  had  been  opened  the 
wound  from  the  operation  healed  over,  and  only  now  and  then  a 
little  scab  forms  on  it  with  a  few  drops  of  matter  under  it.  The 
finest  probe  does  not  find  the  least  entrance.  In  this  case  exist- 
ed a  most  remarkable  predisposition  to  the  formation  of  abscesses, 
with  a  profuse  discharge  of  matter.  Even  as  late  as  in  March 
I  was  surprised  by  the  elimination  of  a  small  piece  of  bone  from 
a  small  abscess  on  the  left  forearm,  that  I  had  lanced  two  or 
three  times  during  my  attendance,  but  where  I  never  had  any 
reason  to  suspect  diseased  bone. 

The  present  condition  on  the  15th  of  April  1870,  of  the  pa- 
tient, is  the  following:  His  general  health  is  perfect,  appetite 
good,  sleeps  sound,  and  excretions  normal.  The  joint  has 
formed  an  imperfect  anchylosis,  admitting  of  some  motion.  •  The 
knee-joint  from  long  continued  disuse  admits  of  but  little  motion 
at  present.  Both  feet  are  a  little  swollen.  There  is  at  present 
but  one  opening,  the  one  made  in  the  region  of  the  symphysis 
sacroiliaca,  that  discharges  periodically  some  healthy  pus.  The 
patient  is  out  on  the  street  every  day  when  the  weather  permits, 
and  able  to  take  tolerably  long  walks  with  the  assistance  of  one 
crutch  and  a  cane. 


FRACTURES  OF  TEE  HEAD  OF  TEE  HUMERU8. 


Every  surgeon  who  has  had  much  experience  in  treating  frac- 
tures about  the  head  of  the  humerus  can  testify  to  the  great 
difficulty  of  maintaining  the  fragments  in  apposition,  even  with 
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the  most  ingenious  appliances,  amongst  which  those  of  Desault, 
Sir  A.  Cooper,  Fergusson,  Erichsen,  Welch,  Rioherard  and  Du- 
puytren  are  most  generally  used.  The  very  fact  that  the 
means  of  treating  these  fractures  have  been  changed  and  modi- 
fied by  so  many  distinguished  surgeons,  is  sufficient  evidence 
of  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered  in  adapting  any  apparatus 
to  correct  the  deformity  most  usually  lound  to  exist  in  these 
injuries.  In  speaking  of  fractures  of  the  head  of  the  humerus 
I  refer  only  to  that  portion  of  the  bone  above  the  attachment  of 
the  latissimus  dorsi  and  pectoralis  major  muscles.  This  would 
embrace— external  to  the  capsular  ligament — the  tubercles  and 
surgical  neck,  in  the  latter  of  which  fractures  most  frequently 
occur  from  direct  violence ;  yet  fractures  not  unfrequently  occur 
through  the  tubercles  from  the  same  cause,  and  in  both  cases, 
there  is  more  or  less  displacement,  where  the  fracture  is  com. 
plete  and  impacted.  Fractures  of  the  anatomical  neck  are  not 
so  often  attended  with  displacement,  or  shortening,  but  even 
here  it  is  not  uncommon  from  the  great  violence  required  to 
produce  the  fracture,  to  find  the  capsular  ligament  rupturod  and 
one  or  both  fragments  displaced.  In  all  cases  of  fracture  occur- 
iog  outside  oi  the  capsule,  where  there  is  no  impaction,  there 
must  be  more  or  less  displacement  of  the  upper  fragment  from 
the  contraction  of  the  muscles  attached  about  the  tubercles.  It 
is  on  this  account  that  none  of  the  appliances  in  ordinary  use, 
such  as  pads  in  the  axilla,  and  cap  splints  over  the  point  of  the 
shoulder,  can  be  made  effectual  in  maintaining  the  bones  in  ap. 
position  ;  because  it  is  impossible  to  place  any  kind  of  compress 
i  n  the  axilla,  that  can  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  upper  frag- 
ment, without  producing  an  amount  of  pressure  on  the  axillary 
vessels  intolerable  to  the  patient,  while  it  would  be  a  rare  and 
peculiar  fracture  that  could  be  kept  in  apposition,  where  the  up- 
per fragment  and  muscles  attached  to  it,  were  allowed  to  go 
unrestrained,  even  though  the  shaft  of  the  humerus  might  be 
maintained  in  its  proper  axis  by  the  use  of  a  pad  in  the  axilla. 
Where  there  is  shortening  of  the  limb,  as  is  almost  invariably 
the  case  in  fractures  at  the  surgical  neck,  none  of  these  appli- 
ances could  have  the  least  influence  in  correcting  such  deform- 
ity, further  than  that  the  pressure  from  the  bandages  might 
control  the  contraction  of  the  muscles. 
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In  fracture  of  the  anatomical  neck  with  laceration  of  the  cap- 
sular ligament  attended  with  displacement,  the  pad  in  the 
axilla  would  be  likely  to  inorease  the  deformity,  and  it  certainly 
could  in  no  wise  oorrect  it. 

I  have  invented  and  successfully  employed  a  method  which  is 
not  open  to  the  above  objections.  The  appliance  consists  merely 
of  two  strips  of  adhesive  plaster  about  three  inches  in  width, 
applied  to  the  internal  and  external  surface  of  the  arm  as  high 
as  the  upper  part  of  the  middle  third  of  the  humerus.  These 
strips  are  bound  to  the  arm  by  a  oollar  bandage,  and  at  their 
lower  end,  beneath  the  point  of  the  elbow,  are  attached  to  a 
cord,  to  which  a  sand-bag  is  attached,  weighing  ordinarily  from 
three  to  four  pounds.  This  sand-bag  is  attached  close  to  the 
point  of  the  elbow  when  the  patient  wishes  to  walk  about,  by 
knotting  the  cord  to  which  it  is  suspended,  and  when  he  lies 
in  bed,  the  knot  in  the  cord  is  loosed,  and  the  cord  carried  be- 
neath the  bed  clothing  over  a  small  pulley  placed  at  the  foot  of 
the  bed,  and  in  this  way  an  equal  extension  is  constantly  kept 
up,  whether  the  patient  be  confined  to  his  bed,  or  is  able  and 
prefers  to  walk  about. 

When  using  this  apparatus  for  treating  these  fractures,  I  ap- 
ply no  other  dressing,  and  entirely  ignore  the  compress  in  the 
axilla,  as  useless  if  not  positively  injurious.  The  constant 
traction  upon  the  muscles  soon  exhausts  their  tonicity,  so  that 
they  allow  the  bones  to  fall  into  their  natural  position,  while 
the  extension  being  constantly  in  the  line  of  the  axis  of  the 
humerus,  it  is  quite  impossible  that  any  displacement  should 
continue,  either  laterally  or  of  au  angular  character,  or  that 
any  shortening  should  result. 

1  have,  as  yet,  treated  but  one  case  of  fracture  of  the  surgi- 
cal neck  of  the  humerus  by  this  method. 

The  patient  was  a  stout,  muscular  man,  aged  33  years,  who 
had  fallen  some  twelve  feet,  striking  the  point  of  the  shoulder 
upon  the  ground,  causing  considerable  contusion  of  the  soft 
parts  besidos  the  fracture,  which  was  considerably  displaced, 
by  the  lower  fragment  projecting  outward;  there  was  also  short- 
euing  to  the  extent  of  three-fourths  of  an  inch.  The  patient 
complained  of  constant  and  severe  pain  at  the  point  of  frac- 
ture until  the  third  day,  when  the  above  apparatus  was  applied, 
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with  the  effect  of  relieving  the  pain  almost  instantly.  At  the 
end  of  seven  weeks  the  dressing  was  removed  and  the  union  in 
the  fracture  found  to  be  firm,  without  any  displacement  or 
shortening,  and  in  ten  days  after,  the  patient  was  discharged 
from  the  hospital  with  perfeot  use  of  his  arm. 


OBSTETRICS. 


AH  INTERESTING  CASE  OF  PLACENTA  PRSVU. 


May  20 — 7  a.  m.  Was  called  to  Mrs.  K.,  aged  20  years,  in 
her  third  confinement — found  her  almost  pulseless — much  bleached 
in  appearance  and  haemorrhage  still  going  on.  The  nurse  said 
she  had  commenced  flooding  at  two  o'clock  in  the  night,  that  she 
had  told  her  she  was  losing  much  more  than  she  had  ever  seen  in 
labor  cases  and  advised  my  being  sent  for  at  once,  but  Mrs.  K. 
being  unwilling  to  disturb  me  at  night,  insisted  I  should  not  be 
sent  for  until  the  morning.  On  examining  per  vaginam  I  found 
the  placenta  implanted  around  the  whole  neck  of  the  uterus,  the 
os  dilated  to  about  an  inch  in  diameter  and  dilatable,  pains  very 
feeble,  but  a  severe  gush  taking  place  at  every  uterine  contraction. 

Although  I  was  satisfied  that  the  os  could  be  dilated  and  version 
performed,  I  decided  not  to  attempt  it,  believing  that  from  my 
patient's  feeble  condition,  the  haemorrhage  consequent  upon  sep- 
aration of  the  placenta  would  be  fatal.  I  therefore  thoroughly 
tamponed  the  vagina,  had  the  foot  of  the  bed  raised  higher  than 
the  bead  and  administered  stimulants  freely.  At  10  A.  M.  a  con- 
sultation was  held,  the  os  found  more  dilated,  but  it  being  decided 
to  continue  same  treatment,  the  tampon  was  reapplied  and  ergot 
given.  At  1  P.  M.,  reaction  having  taken  place,  the  tampon  was 
again  removed — the  os  being  fully  dilated  it  was  determined  to 
deliver ;  from  the  time  the  first  tampon  was  applied  the  haemor- 
rhage was  fully  controlled.  The  woman  was  placed  on  her  left 
side;  the  placenta  being  thinner  on  the  right  side  of  the  neck,  it 
was  there  separated,  the  feet  caught  directly  and  version  performed 
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in  a  short  time  with  very  little  lose  of  blood — the  child  dead  born 
and  from  its  appearance  evidently  had  perished  from  the  haemor- 
rhage. The  mother  slowly  recovered,  having  suffered  greatly 
with  headache  for  which  china  1.  was  successfully  given. 

In  our  text  books  on  obstetrics,  great  prominence  is  given  in 
placenta  pnevia  cases  to  the  presence  of  haemorrhage  anterior  to 
labor — and  justly  so,  as  the  great  warning  to  the  accoucheur  of 
the  danger  he  has  to  encounter.  In  this  case,  there  had  never  at 
any  time  in  the  pregnancy  been  any  sanguineous  show,  so  that 
although  the  woman  had  been  under  my  observation  for  two 
months,  I  had  not  the  slightest  cause  to  suspect  such  a  difficulty. 

Every  accoucheur  (I  suppose)  has  like  myself  had  frequent 
complaints  from  patients  of  the  pain  caused  by  inserting  the 
tampon.  I  formerly  used  squares  of  muslin,  following  the  rec- 
ommendations of  thelate  Professor  Meigs.  Some  years  ago,  in  a 
case  of  abortion  with  retained  placenta,  a  lot  of  raw  cotton  was 
the  only  thing  handy,  and  so  much  less  painful  was  it,  that  I  have 
continued  its  use  ever  since.  My  mode  of  using  it  is,  to  tie  pieces 
of  the  cotton  of  the  size  of  an  egg  on  the  same  string  about  three 
inches  apart,  grease  them  well  and  insert  them  separately ;  leaving 
the  string  hanging  out  of  the  vulva  affords  an  easy  way  of  removing 
them.  Care  should  be  taken  that  the  whole  of  the  vagina  should 
be  thoroughly  packed  with  the  cotton — any  of  your  readers  who 
will  try  it  will  find  it  to  give  perfect  satisfaction  and  answer  every 
indication.  Forceps. 
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Prepared  expressly  for  the  Western  Homoeopathic  Observer, 
by  G.  A.  Yjsqbr,  M.  D.,  Elgin,  111. 


The  Broad,  vs.  the  Narrow  Stairway. — The  Empress  Eu- 
genie sent  lately  for  the  celebrated  homoeopathic  physician  Chargl,  who 
came  and  listened  to  the  Imperial  wishes.  At  the  close  of  the  consulta- 
tion the  Empress  suggested  to  the  eminent  Chargg,  that,  in  order  to 
avoid  ill  feeling  with  her  private  physician,  she  would  be  pleased  if  Dr. 
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G.  would  make  the  entrance  to  her  private  apartments  by  the  narrow 
stairway.  Dr.  G.  replied,  that  he  could  not  agree  to  her  Imperial 
wishes;  he  could  not  compromise  his  own  personal  honor  and  the 
dignity  of  the  school  of  which  he  was  a  member.  He  would  openly 
visit  her  by- the  main  entrance,  or  he  would  decline,  in  toto,  the  honor 
of  attending  her  Majesty.  The  Empress,  it  is  said,  did  not  assent, 
and  so  the' consultation  ended.  Whatever  may  be  said  regarding  Dr. 
C's.  gallantry,  his  devotion  to  homoeopathy  deserves  the  highest  praise. 

The  Homceopathio  Poliklinik  at  Leipbio. — During  the  last 
year  this  charity  was  visited  by  3953  patients.  It  must  be  encour- 
aging and  highly  gratifying  to  the  friends  of  homoeopathy  to  observe 
the  constant  increase  of  the  visiting  patients  at  this  institution.  In 
1842,  the  opening  year,  there  were  428  patients;  in  1852, 1741;  in 
1862,  2782 ;  and  now,  seven  years  later,  the  number  of  its  patients 
has  reached  3953.  The  sum  total  for  the  27  years  of  its  existence, 
amounts  to  52,693  patients. 

Dr.  Hirschel. — Dr.  Hirsohel,  whose  retiraoy  from  the  Editorial 
chair  of  the  N.  Z.,  of  Horn.  Klinik,  we  announced  in  the  May  No.  of 
the  Observer,  has  fully  recovered  his  health,  and  will  continue  to  labor 
as  formerly.  We  are  happy  to  inform  our  readers  of  this  fact,  and. 
hope  the  Doctor  will  be  able  to  wield  his  pen  for  many  years  to  come 

Aphonia — Caustioum. — The  following  case  is  translated  from 
the  (<  Bulletin  de  la  SociSte*  Horn,  de  France/' 

A.  F.,  aged  24  years,  very  suddenly  lost  his  voice  without  having 
been  hoarse ;  no  fever  or  pain,  and  also  no  indication  in  the  family 
of  phthisis.  He  was  in  two  Allopathic  hospitals,  but  no  relief;  in 
one  he  had  to  undergo  a  mercurial  treatment,  larga  manu,  although 
he  had  never  been  syphilitic;  he  was  much  debilitated  when  he  left  the 
last  treatment,  but  as  aphonic  as  ever.  Every  attempt  to  make  a 
sound  is  fruitless ;  there  is  much  dryness  in  the  throat.  Spongia  was 
given.  On  the  12th  of  Dec.,  12  days  after,  he  came  to  the  Homoeo- 
pathic hospital  of  Dr.  Wieniaroski.  The  dryness  continues;  a  scrap- 
ing sensation  was  now  manifested,  and  a  whistling  cough  when  eating 
or  drinking  anything  warm.  No  pain  on  touching  the  larynx.  Sul- 
phur, morning  and  night  for  four  days,  was  given. 

Dec.  30. — Aphonia  still  the  same.  Causticum  3d,  as  Sulph.  for  4 
days.  Jan.  8.  His  voice  has  returned  to-day,  but  only  for  a  short 
time — no  medicine.    Jan.  23.    The  patient  is  able,  from  time  to  time, 
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to  utter  a  few  sentences  in  a  natural  tone  of  voice ;  but  generally, 
after  an  hour,  the  voice  is  lost  again.  Jan.  30.  The  patient  shows 
marked  improvement.  In  the  morning,  on  awakening,  he  talks  with- 
out any  effort ;  in  the  evening,  however,  he  is  fatigued  when  he  talks. 
Caustic  30.,  2  doses.  Now  a  few  days  aggravation.  Feb.  17.  The 
patient  leaves  the  hospital  entirely  cured,  to  the  astonishment  of  his 
friends,  eto.—Allg.  Horn.  Ztg.  Bd.  80,  &  45. 
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ST.  LOUIS,  MO.,  JULY  AND  AUGUST,  1870. 
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49"  To  insure  publication,  articles  mart  be  praeUeal,  ortfe/as  possible  to  do  Justice  to  the  •ab- 
ject, and  car ^fully  prepared^  so  as  to  require  little  reriaion. 

49T  Readers  of  the  Obsxkyk*  will  oblige  the  Editor  if  they  will  forward  copies  of  local  news- 
papers, or  similar  matters  of  importance  to  the  profession,  all  snch  will  be  thankfully  acknowl- 
edged. 

49*  Physicians  having  changed  their  locations,  or  desiring  to  remore  from  one  portion  of  the 
conn  try  to  another,  will  please  communicate  with  the  Editor,  that  he  may  note  the  same.  Rec- 
ords of  marriages  and  deaths  of  physicians,  and  other  personal  news,  will  also  be  received  and 
noticed. 

49"  All  exchanges,  books  and  pamphlets  mast  be  addressed  to  the  Editor,  No.  1418  Washing- 
ton A  venae. 


EDITORIAL. 


"THE  XEDIOIVE  OF  EIPEEMEHOE."-uIOHSEHSE  AHD  EDITORIAL  BTO0OKBE." 

"The  ancient  sceptics  constantly  denied 

What  they  maintained,  and  thought  they  jnstify'd."— Butlbb. 

In  our  February  number,  in  noticing  the  change  in  the  name  of  the 
American  Homoeopathic  Observer,  we  made  the  following  remarks  : 

"It"  (the  American  Observer)  (<  carries  on  its  title  page  its  old  and 
its  new  name,  with  the  addition  of  the  "Medicine  of  Experience," 
That  experience  has  very  much  to  do  with  Homoeopathy  is  true,  but 
that  it  is  the  medicine  of  experience,  we  cannot  concede.  It  is  far 
above  such  classification.  It  is  medicine  based  upon  a  principle  of  na- 
ture and  of  science ;  a  principle  which  lids  it  far  above  the  mere  'ex- 
perience' of  its  professors,  and  places  it  side  by  side  with  those  sciences 
which  are  governed  by  fixed  and  immutable  laws/' 

These  remarks  were  made  the  subject  of  a  criticism  by  S.  A.  J.  in 
the  editorial  department  of  the  "American  Observer"  for  June.    We 
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do  not  propose  to  criticise  the  style  of  S.  A.  J.  It  is  well  known. 
Some  of  our  periodicals  are  replete  with  it,  and  though  it  he  much  af- 
ter the  order  of  Wycherly,  it  reminds  us  forcibly  of  the  language  of 
Apollodorus  in  the  Spasmodic  Tragedy,  who  says : 

"I've  dash'd  into  the  sea  of  Metaphor 
And  hashed  at  every  object  in  my  way." 

Bat  his  logic,  considering  his  acquaintance  with  A  ins  worth,  Webster 
and  Grabb,  rather  disappoints  us.  He  says,  "It  is  a  little  peculiar 
that  a  homoeopathic  journalist  should  object  to  the  very  name  which 
Hahnemann  gave  his  own  system,  (see  Lesser  Writings,  pp.  497, 541, 
London,  1851).  'Medicine/  says  Hahnemann,  'is  a  science  of  Expe- 
rience; its  object  is  to  eradicate  disease  by  means  of  remedies/  " 

This  is  certainly  a  most  unfortunate  quotation,  and  must  have 
"slipped  in"  by  accident.  Because  medicine,  speaking  gencrically,  as 
Hahnemann  uses  the  term  in  the  article  in  question,  is  a  science  of 
experience,  there  is  not  the  slightest  foundation  for  the  assertion  that 
Homoeopathy  is  the  "medicine  of  experience/1  The  two  are  as  widely 
different  as  the  poles,  and  we  defy  S.  A.  J.  to  produce  a  single  quota- 
tion from  any  of  the  works  of  the  master  wherein  he  states  such  a 
reductio  ad  absurdum. 

"The  medicine  of  experience9'  is  medicine  based  upon  the  experience 
of  medical  men ;  it  dates  from  the  "divine  old  man  of  Cos/'  and  in- 
cludes all  the  Allopathic  systems  of  centuries.  It  contains  the  dogmas 
of  Paracelsus,  Bichat,  Boerhaave,  Brown  and  a  host  of  others;  its  off- 
springs are  polypharmacy  and  empiricism ;  it  is  contradictory  and  un- 
certain :  in  short  it  is  Allopathy.  If  the  recorded  treatment  of  any 
disease  as  presented  by  experience  be  examined,  there  is  found  noth- 
ing but  the  contradictory  statements  of  medical  philosophers,  each  of 
whom,  groping  in  the  intricacies  of  hypotheses,  fancied  he  had  discov- 
ered the  true  method  of  cure.  Hahnemann  was  well  aware  of  this  fact 
when  he  wrote  in  the  Organon  :  "All  the  theories  contained  in  the  two 
hundred  thousand  volumes  that  have  been  written  on  medicine*  would 
they  be  able  to  furnish  us  with  a  rational  explanation  of  this  and  so 
many  other  similar  facts,  being  ignorant  of  the  therapeutic  law  of 
homoeopathia  ?"  The  introduction  of  which  law  renders  it  a  science  of 
experience  and  not  the  medicine  of  experience ;  but  S.  A.  J.  proves  this 
very  point  in  attempting  to  explain  the  paradox  that  adorns  the  cover 
of  the  periodical  in  question.      He  says    "Science   (sciens,   scire,  to 
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know,)"  this  profound  knowledge  of  the  classics  we  have  already  allu- 
ded to,  "finds  its  tap  root  in  experience,  for  science,"  mark  the  word, 
"is  the  formalization  of  that  which  we  know."  "  Webster  defines  ex- 
perience as  experimental  knowledge,  Hahnemann's  medicine  is  then 
cmphat&calhf'  (mirabile  dicta  !  /)  what  ?  The  medicine  of  experience, 
as  defined  on  the  title  page  of  the  American  Observer  ?  Oh,  no !  but 
"the  SCIENCE  of  experience."  Why  not  write  it  so  then  with,  howev- 
er, the  substitution  of  the  indefinite  for  the  definite  article — "A  science 
of  experience."  It  really  is  a  "little  peculiar  that  a  homoeopathic  jour- 
nalist," possessing  so  complete  an  acquaintance  with  Crabb,  could 
not  follow  the  advice  given  to  Polonius,  and  go  backward  sufficiently  to 
detect  the  difference  between  the  meaning  of  the  expressions:  the 
"medicine  of  experience,"  which  is  allopathy ;  "a  science  of  experi- 
ence," which  is  formalization  of  that  which  we  know,  and  "the  soience 
of  experience,"  which  "is  nonsense"    It  is  very  clear  that  the  critic 

"Did  as  many  folks  are  apt  to  do 
Who  argue  in  the  dark  and  in  confusion ; 

That  is,  from  the  hypothesis  he  drew 
A  false  conclusion." 

Moreover  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  essay  quoted  is  from  the 
Lesser  Writings  of  Hahnemann,  was  prepared  for  and  published  in  an 
Allopathic  journal,  and  that  the  very  maxims  of  experience  therein 
laid  down  are  among  those  which  are  considered  by  many  to  be  the 
most  untenable  and  unsatisfactory  of  the  explanations  of  the  master. 

S.  A.  J.  also  is  kind  enough  to  say  that  the  remark  that  "Homoeopathy 
is  based  upon  a  principle  of  nature  and  of  science"  is  "nonsense;"  but 
proclaims  "Homoeopathy  is  a  principle  of  nature."  If  Homoeopathy  is 
2k  principle  of  nature,  how  is  it  the  medicine  of  experience  ?  But  we 
say  Homoeopathy  is  no*  a  principle  of  nature.  The  law  simUia  timilibus 
curantur  is  a  principle  of  nature,  and  Homoeopathy  is  a  system  of  med- 
icine based  upon  that  law  and  embracing  many  collateral  sciences. 

But  the  "buncombe"  is  found  by  S.  A.  J.  to  consist  in  the  fact  that 
"this  principle"  elevates  Homoeopathy  to  a  position  equal  with  other 
sciences.  Now  we  cannot  agree  with  him  in  this  statement,  although 
this  may  be  very  nice  buncombe,  and  is  about  as  pleasant  as  the  real 
buncombe  with  which  he  concludes  his  editorial.  He  writes,  "We 
wish  our  Western  namesake  a  splendid  increase  in  its  subscription  list 
and  better  luck  in  its  next  criticism." 
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We  have  not  at  command  language  sufficiently  strong  to  express  our 
thanks  for  this  friendly  wish. 

It  would  he  a  gratification  to  compliment  the  excellence  of  S.  A.J.'s 
criticisms,  hut  we  are  deterred  hy  the  feeling  that  the  attempt  would 
not  he  appreciated,  inasmuch  as  he  probably  estimates  his  prose  writ- 
ings as  the  celebrated  T.  Percy  Jones  did  his  own  poetry,  as  the  follow. 
ing  quotation  will  show : 

"I  am  not  arrogant  enough  to  assume  that  this  is  the  finest  poem 
which  the  age  has  produced,  hut  I  shall  feel  very  much  obliged  to  any 
gentleman  who  can  make  me  acquainted  with  a  better/' 

For  further  elucidation  of  this  "medicine  of  experience"  we  beg  leave 
to  refer  to  our  "correspondence"  in  this  number. 


»t 


HOMEOPATHY  AT  COUNCIL  BLUFF8. 


We  have  received  from  Dr.  P.  W.  Poulson,  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa, 
a  copy  of  the  Evening  Times  of  May  31,  containing  a  fresh  illustration 
of  that  professional  prejudice  which  characterizes  so  many  of  our  Allo- 
pathic opponents.  Two  of  the  "Regular  School19  were  called  to  see  a 
case  of  gun  shot  wound,  bnt  on  hearing  the  patient  was  in  the  hands 
of  a  Homoeopath,  shook  the  dust  from  their  feet  and  departed,  refusing 
an  opinion  of  any  character,  as  they  "were  utterly  opposed  to  Homoe- 
opathy and  despised  it  the  worst  kind."  Notwithstanding,  Dr.  Poulson, 
surgeon  in  charge,  successfully  extracted  the  ball,  without  the  ad- 
vice of  the  indignant  ones. 


»  m  ^ 


MOHIGAH  HOM<EOPATHIO  JJSTITUTE. 


A  special  meeting  of  the  Michigan  Homoeopathic  Institute  was 
held  in  the  city  of  Jackson,  May  17,  1870,  Dr.  A.  J.  Sawyer,  of 
Monroe,  presiding,  G.  S.  Eldridge,  M.  D.,  Secretary  pro.  tern.  The 
President  delivered  an  admirable  address  upon  the  interests  of  Ho- 
meopathy, especially  upon  the  course  taken  by  certain  members  of 
the  Institute  as  exhibited  in  their  transactions  in  calling  their  late 
meeting  at  Grand  Rapids.     After  some  discussion,  a  series  of  reports 
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was  read  and  adopted,  referring  to  two  separate  calls  for  meeting 
of  the  Institute  at  Jackson  and  Grand  Rapids.  Remarks  were  made 
by  Drs.  Gibson,  Smirt,  and  Bayley,  on  the  treatment  of  relapsing  fe- 
ver. After  the  acceptance  of  a  resolution  requesting  the  publication 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Institute  in  pamphlet  form,  the  Society  ad- 
journed to  hold  its  next  meeting  at  Kalamazoo,  June  10. 

Da.  G.  8.  Eldridoe,  Secretary. 


»-• «» 


PEHH8YLVAIIA  STATE  HOMEOPATHIC  MEDICAL  MOIETY. 


This  body  convened  its  fifth  annual  session,  June  3,  1870,  at  Erie, 
Pa.,  President  0.  B.  Gause,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  delivering  the 
inaugural  address,  alluding  in  fitting  terms  to  the  present  condition 
and  future  prospects  of  the  Society.  A  lively  discussion  ensued  on 
the  proposal  of  female  physicians  for  membership.  The  proposition 
was  finally  lost.  Reports  were  read  from  charitable  institutions,  indi- 
cating their  prosperous  condition.  Papers  on  Surgical  Therapeutics, 
by  L.  H.  Willard,  M.  D.,  of  Alleghany  City,  Surgery  of  the  Eye  and 
Ear,  B.  W.  James,  M.  D ,  of  Philadelphia,  Orthopedic  Surgery,  by 
C.  H.  von  Tagen,  M.  D,  of  Harrisburgh,  and  Hypodermic  Injections, 
by  W.  J.  Blakely,  M.  D.,  of  Erie,  were  read  and  referred.  Remarks 
followed  on  the  above  papers,  especially  on  that  of  Dr.  Willard's  in 
reference  to  the  proper  domain  of  Operative  Surgery  and  Medi- 
cine. A  series  of  other  reports  of  interest,  embracing  Chemistry, 
Obstetrics,  Materia  Medica,  and  Pathology  were  read  and  referred  to 
the  proper  committees.  The  annual  oration  was  delivered  by  Dr.  R. 
J.  M'Clatchey,  of  Philadelphia,  on  "  The  Progressive  Development  of 
Man/'  in  the  presence  of  a  large  and  intelligent  audience. 


•  •  »■ 


THE  OITT  HOSPITAL  OF  UTCOA,  HEW  TOBK. 


We  insert  the  protest  of  the  homoeopathic  physicians  of  Utica,  N. 
Y.,  against  the  Common  Council's  acceptance  of  a  proposal  on  the  part 
of  the  City  Hospital  Association  (allopathic)  to  take  charge  of  the 
above  institution,  which  is  in  charge  of  the  homoeopaths  of  Utica. 
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Dr.  W.  H.  Watson  addressed  the  Council  on  behalf  of  the  Homoeo- 
paths and  in  reference  to  the  protest,  and  with  such  effect  that, 
although  the  proposal  had  been  favorably  reported  by  the  committee, 
it  was  at  once  voted  down.  We  congratulate  our  colleagues  on  their 
success: 
"  To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the  dig  of  Utica . 

"  Whereas,  on  the  8th  of  April,  1870,  a  petition  was  presented  to 
your  honorable  body,  praying  that  the  '  care,  use  and  occupation  of 
the  City  Hospital  be  transferred  and  given  to  a  board  of  trustees, 
composed  of  citizens  of  Utica/  the  undersigned  respectfully  represent 
that  the  said  request  should  not  be  complied  with,  except  upon  the 
condition  that  one-half  of  the  hospital,  if  thus  transferred  to  a  board 
of  trustees  as  requested,  shall  be  placed  in  the  charge  of  such  homoeo- 
pathic physicians  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  nominated  for  that  pur- 
pose by  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Oneida  county. 

"The  undersigned  would  make  this  request  for  the  following 
reasons : 

"  (1.)  The  majority  of  the  signers  of  the  petition  above  referred  to 
are  allopathic  in  sentiment,  and  all  of  the  physicians  whose  names  are 
appended  to  the  said  petition  are  members  of  the  allopathic  profes- 
sion, and  there  is,  therefore,  great  reason  to  fear  that  should  their 
request  be  granted,  the  hospital  would,  medically  at  least,  be  placed 
under  sectarian  control.  Such  a  result,  as  your  honorable  body  will 
see  upon  reflection,  would,  in  the  present  excited  state  of  the  public 
mind,  and  at  a  time  when  there  is  such  a  decided  opposition  to  the 
conversion  of  public  money  and  property  to  sectarian  uses,  be  greatly 
to  be  deprecated,  as  leading  to  a  never-ending  and  bitter  sectarian 
strife  between  the  allopathic  and  homoeopathic  professions  and  their 
respective  adherents  in  this  city. 

"  (2.)  Only  by  imposing  Buch  a  condition  upon  any  board  of  trus- 
tees, to  whom  the  care  of  the  said  hospital  shall  be  given  up,  can  the 
Council  be  certain  of  securing  impartial  justice  in  reference  to  its 
medical  management,  and  of  preventing  a  violation  of  the  great  fund- 
amental American  principle  of  '  no  taxation  without  representation/ 
A  large  portion  of  the  tax-payers  of  this  city,  who  have  already  con- 
tributed by  taxation  to  the  erection  of  the  said  hospital  building,  and 
to  whom,  equally  with  other  citizens,  it  now  properly  belongs,  are  ad- 
herents of  homoeopathy,  and  they  are  justly  entitled  to  a  voice  in  its 
management. 
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"  (3.)  There  are  large  numbers  of  the  poor  in  this  city  who  are 
liable  to  become  inmates  of  the  said  hospital,  and  who  are  in  the  habit 
of  employing  the  homoeopathic  practice  when  sick,  and  on  this  account 
the  hospital  should  not  be  given  into  the  control  of  one  medical  sect. 

"  The  undersigned  would  further  represent  that  when  a  similar 
movement  was  inaugurated  by  certain  allopathic  physicians  for  obtain- 
ing possession  of  the  City  Hospital  in  December,  1868,  a  remonstrance 
was  presented  to  your  honorable  body,  similar  in  purport  to  the  above, 
signed  by  a  very  large  number  of  our  most  influential  tax-payers,  and 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  was  not  'granted.  The  same  reasons  for 
not  acceding  to  the  prayer  of  the  present  petitioners  now  exist  as 
then,  and  the  movement  is  essentially  the  same.  Moreover,  the 
whole  number  of  the  present  petitioners  is  very  small. 

"  We  trust,  therefore,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  for  the  City 
Hospital  will  not  be  granted,  except  with  the  provision  above  stated 
in  reference  to  the  appointment  of  physicians  thereto. 

"L.  B.  Wrlls,  ,Wm.  H.  Watson, 

"J.  C.  Raymond,  C.  Judson  Hill, 

"M.  M.  Gardner." 


-•-•- 


HOMOEOPATHY  IH  LAWEEHOE,  KAB8A& 


Addrev  by  R.  Husoif,  H  D. 


At  an  annual  meeting  of  the  Homoeopathic  State  Medical  Society, 
convened  at  Liberty  Hall,  in  Lawrence,  on  the  4th  day  of  May,  1870, 
an  address  was  delivered  by  Dr.  R.  Huson,  M.  D.  The  audience  was 
large  and  attentive,  and  the  lecture  was  one  carefully  prepared.  It 
contrasted  the  two  schools  of  medicine,  and  contained  some  data 
which  will  be  of  service  to  the  people  in  that  vicinity,  especially  the 
reference  to  statistics  and  the  use  of  mercury.  For  instance,  the 
doctor  ends  by  saying:  "The  allopathic  authorities  say  that  mercury, 
in  its  native  state,  is  inert — has  no  medicinal  power;  but  by  division 
of  particles  it  becomes  a  violent  poison.  They  say  they  do  not  believe 
in  our  triturations  as  having  any  effect.  Are  they  honest  when  they 
say  this?  Can  they  make  something  out  of  nothing?  Suppose  a 
man  should  multiply  nothing  by  nothing,  what  would  be  the  product? 
Nothing." 

31 
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MARRIED. 


At  Louisville,  Ky.,  May  31,  1870,  Dr.  W.  L.  Behtkxiu,  editor 
of  the  department  of  Materia  Medica  of  the  "  West.  Hem.  Observer," 
to  Miss  Bella  C.  Winstandly,  of  New  Albany,  lad. 

We  congratulate  the  doctor  on  his  entrance  into  the  matrimonial 
alliance,  and  trust  our  readers  will  excuse  the  non-appearance  of  his 
article  on  materia  medica.  After  the  honeymoon  an  increased  nunv 
ber  of  Bymptoms  will  appear. 


BOOK  NOTICES. 


A  TREATISE  ON  DISEASES  OP  THE  EYE,  for  the  Uae  of  General  Practi- 
tioners. By  H.  G.  Amgill,  M.  D.,  Oculist  and  Aurist.  Boston :  JunM 
Campbell. 

We  have  here  a  book  up  to  the  times ;  a  book  that  meets  the  wants 
of  the  general  practitioner ;  a  book  that  fills  a  void  in  our  literature 
which  has  been  seriously  felt  by  every  physician  of  our  school ;  and  a 
book  which,  in  typography,  binding,  paper  and  execution,  is  the  best 
that  has  been  published.  No  one  can  read  over  a  page  of  the  work 
without  being  struck  with  the  careful  manner  in  which  its  pages  have 
been  prepared ;  and  from  its  appropriate  dedication  to  the  end  of  its 
index  it  evinces  the  thorough  supervision  of  its  competent  author. 

Dr.  Angell,  soon  after  his  graduation,  repaired  to  Europe  for  the 
express  purpose  of  making  ophthalmology  his  specialty,  and  was  a 
constant  attendant  upon  the  best  clinics  for  a  number  of  years.  Upon 
bis  return  to  this  country  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  ophthal- 
mology, and  the  work  before  us  is  the  result  of  hi*  study  and  experi- 
ence. There  is  a  practical  tone  in  the  book  which  renders  it  at  once 
serviceable  to  those  for  whom  it  has  been  prepared.  For  instance,  is 
chapter  iv,  page  33,  he  says  of  refraction:  "  Refraction  of  the  eye,  or 
the  refractive  power  of  the  eye,  is  the  phrase  used  to  express  the 
power  of  cornea  and  lens  to  bring  the  raya  of  light  entering  the  pupil 
to  a  focus  in  the  vicinity  of  the  retina.  Acoonmmdutum  expresses 
the  ability  of  the  eye  to  increase  or  lessen  its  refrsetiTe  poster  bj 
means  of  the  ciliary  muscle  and  iris,"  This  is  plain,  plain  to  every- 
body, and  especially  plain  to  the  general  practitioner,  *n4  is  but  • 
sample  of  the  conciseness  which  pervades  the  book. 
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The  ohapter  upon  the  retina  and  optio  nerve,  especially  that  por- 
tion of  it  which  treats  of  retinitis  albuminuria,  is  very  neatly  put 
together. 

Chapter  xx,  on  test  type,  has  ako  been  carefully  prepared.  We 
hope  that  every  practitioner  of  our  school  in  this  country  will  make 
himself  master  of  a  copy  of  Dr.  AngelFs  work,  and  of  the  information 
therein  contained,  bearing  in  mind  always,  however,  that  it  is  in- 
tended for  the  general  practitioner.  But  really,  if  this  work  be  thor- 
oughly and  completely  understood  by  the  physician,  he  will  be  com- 
petent to  treat  diseases  of  the  eye  with  almost  equal  success  with  the 
specialist. 

PATHOGENESIS  OF  KALI  BROMATUM  (bromide  of  potassium).    By  E. 
M.  Hals,  M.  D. 

Next  to  the  hydrate  of  chloral  the  bromide  of  potash  is  decidedly 
the  fashionable  remedy  of  the  day.  It  is  gradually  finding  its  level 
in  the  materia  medica,  where  it  will  receive  a  prominent  position 
when  the  extravagant  praises  and  fulsome  laudation  which  have  ap- 
peared in  articles  written  upon  it  shall  have  passed  away. 

We  believe  Dr.  E.  M.  Hale  k  the  first  practitioner  of  our  school 
who  has  called  attention  to  this  valuable  medicine,  as  in  the  "  North 
American  Journal  of  Homoeopathy,"  vol.  13,  pages  145-160,  we 
find  a  record  of  some  of  the  symptoms  produced  by  this  drug.  We 
are  all  aware  of  the  powers  possessed  by  the  bromide  over  functional 
epilepsy,  and  we  have  ourselves  witnessed  its  wonderful  effects.  An 
old  gentleman,  a  banker,  who  had,  several  years  since,  a  malignant 
disease  of  the  testicles,  was  suddenly  seized  with  violent  convulsions, 
so  violent,  indeed,  that  death  appeared  likely  to  ensue  after  each.  A 
peculiar  symptom  attendant  upon  the  case  was  an  intense  and  most 
tormenting  itching  of  the  genitals.  At  first  these  convulsions  would 
appear  once  in  three  months,  but  gradually  the  interval  between  them 
was  shortened,  and  finally  they  came  at  least  once  a  week.  After  the 
convulsive  movements  had  ceased  the  patient  became  comatose,  and 
after  a  time  would  gradually  recover  his  consciousness,  being  entirely 
unaware  of  what  had  happened,  excepting  the  peculiar  noise  or 
rattling  breathing,  together  with  snoring,  with  which  these  fits  would 
be  ushered  in.  After  using  all  the  homoeopathic  medicines  which 
were  apparently  indioated  in  the  ease,  with  no  benefit,  a  friend  in- 
duoed  him  to  try  the  bromide  of  potash,  prepared  after  the  formula 
which  has  of  late  become  «e  Jashionable,  and  which  has  $oue  the 
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rounds  of  most  of  our  periodicals.  Since  the  third  week  he  has  not 
been  troubled  with  an  attack.  The  last  paroxysm  happened  nearly 
two  years  since. 

This  same  prescription — we  mean  that  in  which  bromide  of  ammo- 
nia and  bi-carbonate  of  potash  are  mixed  with  the  bromide  of  potash- 
is  also  very  useful  in  amenorrhea.  Dr.  Black,  in  the  "  British  Jour- 
nal of  Homoeopathy,"  has  recorded  a  case  of  ovarian  cystic  tumor 
cured  by  this  medicine.  The  case  was  reprinted  in  the  "  Western 
Homoeopathic  Observer/1  and  noticed  in  the  "  Medical  Investigator.'1 
We  also  recorded  a  case  of  polypus  of  the  rectum,  which  was  cured 
by  this  salt,  and  have  seen  most  wonderful  results  from  it  in  a  case  of 
somnambulism.  Dr.  Hale  has  arranged  the  symptoms,  according  to 
localities,  and  done  the  homoeopathic  profession  good  service  in  ren- 
dering a  pathogenesis  of  so  valuable  a  medicine. 

In  this  pamphlet  he  gives  the  accumulated  experience  of  both 
schools,  both  pathogenitic  and  curative. 

The  pathogenesis  contains,  in  all,  287  symptoms,  161  of  which  are 
pathogenetic,  and  126  curative.  Each  symptom  is  designated  by  ap- 
propriate symbols.  He  rebukes  the  unscientific  objection  that  Homoeo- 
paths cannot  accept  the  pathogenetic  and  curative  symptoms  if  they 
come  from  Allopathic  sources. 

The  report  treats  first  of  the  chemical  qualities,  medical  history, 
pharmacology,  and  method  of  administration  of  the  medicine.  Then 
comes  the  scheme  arranged  after  Hahnemann's  method.  In  looking 
over  the  pathogenesis  one  cannot  help  being  struck  by  the  remarka- 
ble similarity  between  the  pathogenetic  and  curative  symptoms,  pro. 
ving  conclusively  that  the  dogma  of  similia  is  true,  and  that  its  truth 
is  substantiated  by  testimony  taken  from  the  opposite  school. 

After  the  pathogenesis  comes  the  pathological  anatomy,  then  the 
various  theories  relative  to  the  action  of  bromide  of  potassium,  and 
finally  the  provings,  some  of  them  from  Allopathic  and  some  from 
Homoeopathic  sources.  The  skin-symptoms  obtained  by  provings, 
are  worthy  of  especial  notice.  In  some  cases  an  eruption  like  vario- 
loid was  noticed.  The  symptoms  of  the  mind  and  brain  are  very  im- 
portant. Dr.  Hale  quotes  39  authorities,  among  whom  are  many  of 
the  best  physicians  of  the  century. 

We  consider  the  bromide  of  potassium  as  a  valuable  contribution 
to  our  materia  medica,  and  if  other  physicians  of  our  school  will  work 
it  up  with  the  same  correctness  as  Dr.  Hale,  it  will  soon  occupy  a 
a  place  among  our  most  important  polychrescs. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE  MEDIOINE  OF  EXPEEIENOE. 

Boston,  June  7, 1870. 
Prof.  Wm.  T.  Helmuth: 

My  Dear  Sir — A  long  time  has  elapsed  since  I  have  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  writing  to  you.  The  perusal,  however,  of  some  remarks  in  the 
June  number  of  the  "American  Observer/'  over  the  initials,  S.  A.  J., 
the  Carl  M tiller,  as  I  am  informed,  of  that  periodical,  affords  me  a  fit 
occasion  to  renew  our  correspondence.  In  reading  our  periodicals  I 
have  often  regretted  the  careless  composition  of  many  of  the  articles, 
but  found  an  excuse  in  hasty  writing,  and  without  the  expectation  oi 
their  being  submitted  to  close  criticism. 

The  contributions  of  Carl  I  always  fancied;  there  is  something 
pleasant  in.  the  name  of  Carl;  it  is  easily  pronounced,  it  is  euphonic,  it 
brings  up  recollections  of  Charles  V.,  and  of  German  novels  and  melo- 
dramas in  which  a  Carl  so  often  figures.  His  articles  possess  a  clarify- 
ing power  which  would  render  any  subject,  however  turbid,  transparent. 
But  I  proceed  to  notice  his  personal  criticisms  upon  an  editorial  in 
your  Journal,  and  think  that  it  can  be  made  apparent  that  your  objec- 
tions to  designate  Homoeopathy  as  the  "  Medicine  of  Experience," 
are  perfectly  correct,  and  for  the  utterance  of  these  objections,  you 
are  so  smartly  handled  by  said  Carl. 

A  critic,  however,  should  be  sure  of  the  quality  of  his  weapons  be- 
fore handling,  for  the  same  reason  that  children  should  not  be  permit- 
ted to  play  with  edged  tools.  Carl  admits  that  Homoeopathy  is  a  law 
of  nature,  and  consequently  "  immutable,"  for  no  one  imagines  that 
nature  contradicts  or  changes  her  laws.  It  is  true  that  the  law  of 
Homoeopathy  operating  on  the  highest  formation  of  nature,  viz:  the 
animal  organism,  may  render  a  knowledge  of  its  modu*  operandi  per- 
plexing and  may  never  in  all  its  details  be  recognized,  yet  our  want 
of  comprehension  surely  would  not  induce  the  belief  that  the  law  is 
mutable. 

In  Hahnemann's  a  Lesser  Writings,"  there  is  an  essay  styled  "  The 
Medicine  of  Experience,"  but  in  that  paper  the  word  Homoeopathy 
does  sot  appear.  The  essay  was  published  in  Berlin  in  1805;  five 
years  after  (1810)  he  gave  to  the  world  his  great  work,  the  "  Organ- 
on,"  which  he  styled  the  u  Organon  of  Homoeopathic  Medicine."  Now> 
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the  question  naturally  is  asked,  if  lie  considered  Homoeopathy  the 
"  Medieine  of  Experience,"  why  did  he  relinquish  the  designation  ? 
For  the  obvious  reason  that  the  latter  was  a  misnomer — had  no  special 
significance,  and  might  be  adopted  as  a  rnle  of  practice  with  equal 
propriety  by  Eclecticism  and  Allopathy.  It  was,  therefore,  rather  un- 
fortunate in  our  friend  Carl  to  appeal  to  the  writings  of  Hahnemann 
to  support  himself  in  what  Hahnemann  evidently  regarded  as  an  over- 
Bight.  The  truth  of  the  aphorism,  "  Protect  me  from  my  friends/'  is 
often  verified. 

Carl  doubtless  being  an  admirer  of  Shakespeare,  may  attach  but  lit- 
tle importance  to  a  title,  and  with  that  great  author,  think,  "that  a 
rose  by  any  other  name  would  smell  as  sweet." 

Carl  writes,  "  science  finds  its  tap-root  in  experience."  It  would 
be  somewhat  puzzling  to  understand  where  the  sciences  of  Geometry, 
Astronomy,  &c,  find  their  tap-roots,  were  it  not  that  the  method  is 
satisfactorily  explained  in  the  remainder  of  the  sentence,  "for"  (be- 
cause) "science  is  the  formulization  of  that  which  we  know."  —  Q.E.P. 

This  fop-root  simile  is  so  to  the  point  that  it  might  appropriately 
by  enforced  by  quoting  the  following  lines  from  Poe's  "Raven:" 

"  While  I  nodded,  nearly  napping, 
Suddenly  there  came  a  tapping. 
As  of  tome  one  gently  rapping:, 

Rapping  at  my  chamber  door ; 
'Tie  some  visitor,  I  mattered, 

Tapping  at  my  chamber  door  — 

Only  this,  and  nothing  more." 

Another  item  of  information  this  comprehensive  writer  furnishes, 
vis:  that  "  Webster  defines  i  Experience/  as  'Experimental  knowl- 
edge/" ergo,  "  Hahnemann's  Medicine  is  then  emphaticcdly,  the  science 
of  experience."  Certainly,  and  by  the  same  kind  of  logio,  Hahne- 
mann's medicine  is  chemistry  and  agriculture ! 

Our  friend  wanders  still  farther  in  the  meshes  of  criticism  and 
would  have  his  readers  believe  that  he  is  a  close  student  of  Crabb, 
(though  by  the  way  he  spells  the  name  incorrectly).  Now,  it  so  hap- 
pens that  Crabb  is  an  especial  favorite  of  mine,  the  date  of  publica- 
tion of  my  copy  is  as  far  back  as  1831,  and  has  so  often  been  referred 
to,  that  its  cover  is  pretty  well  worn,  and  I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion 
that  our  friend  has  greatly  overestimated  his  knowledge  of  synonyms 
— and  evidently  of  that  subject  has  much  to  learn.  By  looking  into 
it  he  will  discover  the  diifere&oe  between  a  "law  of  nature n  and  a 
"system."     la  hie  paper  hm  says,  "It  is  a  little  peculiar  that*  H*» 
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myopathic  journalist  should  object  to  the  very  name  which  Hahne- 
mann gave  to  his  own  system! "  For  my  own  part,  I  think  the  as- 
sertion in  the  above  extract  even  more  than  a  "  tittle  peculiar/'  inas- 
much as  neither  did  you  in  the  few  brief  remarks  in  your  Journal, 
nor  did  our  great  teacher,  ever  confound  a  law  of  nature  with  a  sys- 
tem. There  must  have  been  some  confusion  of  thought  when  the  sen- 
tence was  penned,  indeed  it  is  just  about  as  satisfactory  as  the  com- 
parison that  Caesar  and  Pompey  were  very  much  alike,  especially  Cae- 
sar. Carl  quotes  Hahnemann  as  saying,  "  The  knowledge  of  diseases, 
the  knowledge  of  remedies,  and  the  knowledge  of  their  employment, 
constitute  medicines." 

They  no  more  constitute  medicines,  than  trowels,  planes  and  saws 
constitute  a  house.  Hahnemann  never  said  any  such  thing ;  maybe 
the  word  medicines  is  a  misprint,  ar.d  medicine  was  intended. 

Alliteration  and  repetition  give  beauty  and  force  to  composition, 
but  the  three  "  thats,"  in  the  sentence  in  which  they  are  introduced, 
give  neither. 

When  I  commenced,  I  had  no  intention  of  writing  so  long  an  epis- 
tle, but  the  remarks  of  our  friend  were  so  suggestive,  that  my  thoughts 
continued  to  ramble  —  and  I  could  still  continue.  Shakspeare's  in- 
tellect is  shown  in  the  number  of  volumes  that  have  been  written  to 
develop  the  profundity  of  his  thoughts;  but  I  am  not  quite  sure  that 
it  would  require  as  many  to  exhaust  the  observations  of  Carl  upon 
your  editorial. 

But  I  must  now  close  with  expressing  the  wish  that,  should  our  vi- 
vacious friend  ever  again  try  a  game  of  criticism,  he  may  have  "  bet- 
ter luck."  Yours  respectfully  and  truly,  Samuel. 


*  ■ 


PBOOEEDUTOS  OF  THE 

AMEBIOAH  DESTITUTE  OF  HQMCBOFATHT. 

Chicago,  Juki  7th,  8tb,  9th  aid  10th,  1*70» 


Condensed  from  the  Daily  Bulletin  of  the  Bwesttgitor,  by  J.  8.  BesA  HBh  St.  Louis. 

The  annual  session  of  this  Medieal  Society  was  ushered  in  by  a  Pre- 
liminary Meeting,  June  6th,  1870,  at  the  residence  of  D.  S.  Smith, 
M.D.,  402  Michigan  Avenue.  The  Doctor's  hospitality  was  bountiful. 
About  seventy-five  members  enjoyed  it,  while  the  Executive  Committee 
arranged  tht  programme  for  the  session. 
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FIRST   DAT. 

The  InBtitute  assembled  June  7th,  1870,  at  Crosby's  Music  Hall, 
Chicago,  at  10  a.  m.  The  President,  Dan'l  Thayer,  M.D.,  of  Boston, 
in  the  chair.  Bey.  Dr.  Kelly  offered  prayer,  when  Gaylord  D.  Beebe, 
M.D.,  of  Chicago,  Chairman  of  Committee  of  Arrangements,  then 
welcomed  the  members  of  the  institute  in  most  fitting  words,  concluding 
with  "Propter  szternitatem  geruns,  we  labor  for  eternity,  is  the 
watch-word  we  would  utter,  and  bid  you  all  thrice  welcome/' 

The  President  then  delivered  his  introductory.  In  the  course  of  his 
remarks  he  said :  The  West  seems  to  be  the  proper  home  of  oar  As- 
sociation ;  here,  where  men  break  away  so  fearlessly  from  old  prejudices; 
where  all  is  young  and  easily  moulded ;  where  every  new  ides  starts 
fair  in  the  race — tested  by  its  merits,  not  by  its  age ; — where  moss. 
grown  precedents  have  ceased  to  overawe  men,  and  where  novelty  is 
at  no  discredit.  The  Institute  has  enrolled  seven  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  members.  '  fie  recommends  the  organisation  of  the  following 
bureaus: 

Enrollment,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  all  qualified  Homoeopaths 
into  the  American  Institute.     Bureau  of  Psychological  Medicine. 

The  Chair  then  appointed  Committee  on  Credentials,  Henry  M. 
Smith,  M.D.,  New  York,  Chairman;  and  Auditing  Committee,  W. 
Williamson,  M.D.,  Philadelphia,  Chairman. 

Letters  of  regret  were  then  read  from  the  following  members :  Pulte 
Hempel,  Helmuth,  Alfred  C.  Pope,  Alley,  Sanders,  Baer,  Verdi  and 
Comstock. 

E.  M.  Kellogg,  M.D.,  New  York,  Treasurer,  reported  that  he  had 
received  $2,167  00.  Expenses,  $2,390  15.  Present  indebtedness, 
$223  15. 

Committee  on  Publication  then  reported  through  I.  T.  Talbot,  M. 
D.,  Boston,  retiring  Secretary,  1,000  copies  of  a  volume  of  552  pages 
in  7  sections.  Sections  1  and  2,  additional  copies  printed,  making  a 
total  of  610,000  pages.     Adopted. 

The  Secretary  then  read  a  letter  from  T.  S.  Verdi,  M.D.,  giving  an 
account  of  the  Charter  for  a  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society,  granted  by 
Congress,  conferring  power  of  examining  and  licensing  practitioners 
of  either  school  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

AFTERNOON  SX88ION. 

In  the  absence  of  H.  D.  Paine,  M.  D.,  of  New  York,  Chairman,  S. 
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M.  Cate,  M.  D.,  of  Salem,  Mats.,  reported  that  the  following  paper* 
were  in  their  hands,  to  be  disposed  of  bj  reading,  reference  to  Com- 
mittee of  Publication  or  as  the  Meeting  may  determine : 

Relapsing  Fever:  H.  D.  Paine,  M.  D.,  New  York. 

Pathological  Anatomy  as  related  to  Therapeutics:  S.  M.  Gate,  M.D., 
of  Salem,  Mass. 

Climatology  and  its  relation  to  Pulmonary  Diseases :  D.  H.  Beck- 
with,  M.  D.,  Cleveland,  0. 

Electro-Therapeutics :  J.  C.  Burgher,  M.  D.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Climatology  and  Thermometry:  N.  F.  Cook,  M.D.,  of  Chicago. 

Action  of  Heckla  Lava  upon  some  Diseases  of  the  Bones,  and  Rana 
Bufo  in  Epilepsy,  and  upon  the  use  of  Cyanide  of  Potassium  in  Vomit- 
ing and  Hydrocephalus,  and  also  upon  Chloroform  in  Eclampsia,  by 
W.  H.  Holcombe,  M.  D. 

Typhoid  Fever,  as  it  appeared  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  the  winter  of 
1869-70 :  L.  M.  Kenyon,  M.  D.,  of  Buffalo,  New  York. 

Diseases  of  the  Optic  Nerve  from  Cerebral  Affections,  by  S.  Lilien- 
thal,  M.  D.,  New  York. 

A  Report  of  Some  Cases,  by  W.  Gall  ape,  M.  D.f  Bangor,  Maine. 

The  paper  on  Pathological  Anatomy  as  related  to  Therapeutics,  by 
8.  M.  Cate,  M.  D.,  was  taken  up  and  discussed.  In  this  paper  the 
ground  is  taken  that  we  have  a  large  amount  of  knowledge  of  the  or- 
ganic changes  which  have  been  produoed  by  medioines,  upon  the 
healthy  organism.  Thus,  in  many  diseases,  the  internal  organic 
changes  can  be  known  by  the  study  of  the  subjective  symptoms,  in 
connection  with  the  physical  signs  open  to  observation,  and  that  the 
remedy  should  be  selected  corresponding  to  the  organic  changes,  and 
to  the  constitutional  symptoms. 

G.  W.  Foote,  M.  D.,  thought  that  the  existence  of  two  classes, 
pathologists  and  symtomatologists,  amongst  us,  was  a  mere  supposition. 

Dr.  Guernsey. — The  only  common  sense  way  of  proceeding  is  to 
use  remedies  from  provings. 

Dr.  Gause. — I  presume  my  duty  is  to  prescribe  for  my  patient  ac- 
cording to  his  condition.    There  ought  not  to  be  a  party  line. 

Dr.  Holt. — Dr.  G.,  you  understand  it,  you  are  not  far  out  of  the 
way.  Select  the  remedy  that  covers  the  symptoms  from  the  patholog- 
ical stand-point,  as  Hahnemann  started  out 

Dr.  Franklin. — I  am  of  that  school  that  does  not  ignore  pathology 
or  symptomatology,  which  go  hand  in  hand.  He  cited  a  case.  Dr.  R. 
A.  Phelan,  of  St.  Louis,  a  graduate  of  Philadelphia  College,  follows 

32 
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Dr.  Wells,  ignoring  pathology.  A  near  and  dear  friend  in  his  family 
was  taken  sick,  stomach  deranged,  suffering  severely,  lamenting  loud- 
ly. Amongst  others  attracted  to  the  house  by  the  screaming,  was  an 
Allopathic  physician.  Dr.  Phelan  had  exhausted  all  his  knowledge 
of  Homoeopathy.  Allopath  made  a  solution  of  morphine,  used  it  hy- 
podermically  over  region  of  stomach,  in  ten  minutes  this  ignorant 
pathologist's  wife  was  well. 

F.  R.  McManus,  M.  D. — Were  you  the  physician  who  administered 
it? 

Dr.  F.  replied  that  he  was  not. 

Dr.  Pearson. — I  believe  that  it  was  owing  to  the  lack  of  skill  of 
the  St.  Louis  physician,  that  relief  was  not  given  by  Homoeopathic 
remedies.  He  believes  that  if  Homoeopathic  remedies  rightly  ad- 
ministered would  not  cure  a  case,  nothing  would. 

S.  Lilienthal,  M.  D.,  claimed  that  the  right  remedy  had  not  been 
used.  The  remedy  may  have  been  indicated  in  the  high  or  low  dilu- 
tion. If  we  get  the  right  remedy  and  right  dose,  we  will  cure  our 
cases. 

J.  P.  Dake,  M.  D. — In  nearly  all  the  oases  mentioned  in  this  paper, 
the  difficulties  arose  from  not  having  our  medicines  properly  proven. 

The  paper  of  Dr.  Paine,  M.  D.,  of  New  York,  on  Relapsing  Fever, 
was  now  taken  up  and  discussed. 

Dr.  0.  B.  Gause  said  that  rhus  and  ant.  crud.  seemed  to  do  more 
good  than  any  other  remedies  that  were  used. 

Dr.  B.  W.  James  had  treated  a  number  of  cases,  favorably  sit- 
uated. Relapse  occurs  every  seven  days,  two  or  three  times.  Rhus 
and  ars.  acted  well 

Dr.  Rockwith  had  used  ars.  2d,  but  eucalyptus  1st  seemed  to  have 
the  best  effect. 

Dr.  N.  F.  Cooke  recommended  nitric  acid  low,  when  the  relapse 
had  been  overcome,  then  use  the  30th. 

Dr.  Guernsey  had  given  ars.  8m.  in  water,  aggravations  ensued,  ars. 
15m.  acted  better,  but  the  40m.  had  to  be  used  before  the  case  was 
cured.  Had  used  calo.  eupato.  and  arum  tryph.  The  latter,  indicated 
by  picking  and  boring  his  flesh,  and  nose  and  lips  red  and  raw ;  he 
picked  till  blood  came.     Arum  20m.  in  water  effected  a  cure  rapidly. 

D.  H.  Beck  with,  M.  D.,  Cleveland,  O.,  then  read  his  paper  on  Clima- 
tology and  its  Relations  to  Pulmonary  Diseases. 

Pending  the  discussion  the  Institute  adjourned. 
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EVENING    SE88ION. 

A  large  audience  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  greeted  the  orator,  Car- 
roll Dunham,  M.  D.,  of  New  York.  The  subject  of  the  address  was 
"  Freedom  of  Medical  Opinion  and  Action,  a  Vital  Necessity  and  a 
great  Responsibility." 

The  members  attending  the  Institute  were  more  than  repaid  for 
their  trouble  and  sacrifice  in  coming,  by  this  one  address. 

Well  may  the  Institute  be  proud  of  Carroll  Dunham,  M.  D.  Safe- 
ly may  Homoeopathy  rest  her  defence  to  such  champions ;  if  another 
such  may  be  found. 

It  would  be  doing  the  reader  an  injustice  to  mar  the  telling  beauties 
of  the  address,  but  get  it,  it  can  be  obtained  in  pamphlet  form. 

After  the  address,  the  members  and  ladies  were  invited  to  St.  James 
hotel,  where  strawberries  and  cream  were  provided. 

SECOND  DAY. 

K.  Ludlam,  M.  D.,  invited  the  members  to  be  present  at  the  laying 
of  the  corner  stone  of  the  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  at  12  M. 
to-day. 

W.  Williamson,  M.  D.,  from  the  Bureau  of  Materia  Medica,  re- 
ported  that  he  had  papers  from  W.  Williamson,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  a  fragmentary  proving  of  ptela  trifoliata. 

W.  E.  Payne,  M.  D.,  Bath,  Maine,  provings  of  lilium  trigonum, 
eight  papers. 

C.  Wesselhaefit,  M.  D.,  Boston,  confirmed  symptoms  of  the  materia 
medica. 

E.  M.  Hale,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  proving  of  bromide  of  potassium,  and 
bromide  of  ammonium.     Proving  of  sanguinaria  can. 

W.  Eggert,  M.  D.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  proving  of  hydrate  of  chlo- 
ral. 

J.  P.  Dake,  M.  D.,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  doses  used  in  making  provings. 
They  should  consist  of  combined  attenuations. 

W.  Williamson  read  his  paper,  followed  by  the  reading  of  Conrad 
Wesselhttft's  paper  by  W.  E.  Payne,  M.  D.  Dr.  W.  thinks  proving  of 
new  drugs  of  less  importance  than  the  confirmation  of  old  symptoms. 
Proposed  the  following  for  confirmation:  Lye,  sepia.,  sulph.  alumina, 
squills,  bry.,  kreos.,  nux,sabina,  sambucus,  bell.,  and  hydrate  of  chloral. 

W.  E.  Payne,  M.  D.,  read  his  paper  on  lilium  trigonum.     Gave  cases 
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illustrating  its  action  in  prolapsus,  and  other  diseases  of  the  sexual 
organs. 

E.  M.  Hale,  M.  D.,  read  his  paper,  followed  by  J.  P.  Bake,  M.  D. 

DISCUSSION  OF  MATERIA  MEDICA. 

C.  H.  Haeseler,  M.  D.,  said  Dr.  Dake  had  given  him  new  ideas.  I 
have  never  been  able  to  produce  symptoms  in  healthy  persons  by  at- 
tenuated doses.  I  have  never  been  able  to  satisfy  myself  that  the  re- 
sult was  not  mixed  up  with  imagination  when  symptoms  were  given 
me. 

J.  E.  Morrison,  M.  D. — I  cannot  understand  why,  if  we  get  the 
full  proving  from  the  200th  attenuation,  that  it  is  essential  to  unite 
any  attenuations  below  it. 

G.  W.  Bowen,  M.  D. — I  have  given  the  1st,  2d,  3d,  and  6th  atten- 
uations in  combination,  and  received  remarkable  effects  from  it.  He 
also  said  that  a  certain  college  had  been  teaching  that  poisonous  effects 
can  be  destroyed  by  a  high  attenuation  of  the  same  remedy. 

One  of  the  Professors  of  the  College  mentioned  corrected  the  state- 
ment, and  as  no  one  wished  to  support  the  idea,  wc  opine,  the  Insti- 
tute did  not  endorse  it. 

The  Bureau  Report  was  adopted. 

At  3  P.  M.  the  Institute  proceeded,  in  omnibuses,  to  the  site  of  the 
new  Hahnemann  Medical  College.  The  corner  stone  was  laid  with 
the  usual  ceremonies,  when  the  party  adjourned  to  Scammon  Hospital 
to  partake  of  its  hospitalities. 

HOMOEOPATHIC  DISPENSATORY. 

Carroll  Dunham,  M.  D.,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Homoeo- 
pathic Dispensatory,  reported :  When  the  Institute  order  the  prepara- 
tion of  such  work,  it  be  confined  to  a  committee  of  nine,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Institute,  from  contiguous  cities  and  States  if  prac- 
ticable, with  the  authority  to  call  upon  experts  for  aid  and  counsel. 

Adopted. 

The  president  appointed  the  present  bureau,  the  bureau  to  select 
two  additional. 

BUREAU  Or  OBSTETRICS. 

R.  Ludlam,  M.  D.,  announced  the  following : 
R.  Ludlam,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  On  the  Study  of  Diseases  of  Women 
as  a  Specialty. 
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H.  N.  Guernsey,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia,  Paper  on  Obstetrics. 

J.  H.  Woodbury,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Paper  on  Uterine  Polypi. 

E.  M.  Kellogg,  M.  D.,  New  York,  Hour-glass  Contractions  of  the 
Uterus. 

O.  B.  Gause,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia,  Mental  Influences  on  Maternity. 

J.  C.  Sanders,  M.  D.,  Cleveland,  O.,  1.  Spontaneous  Separation  of 
the  Os  Pubis  in  Labor.  2.  Atrophy  of  the  Mammary  Glands,  and 
Soreness  of  the  Nipples,  the  Result  of  Injudicious  Toilet.  3.  Injuries 
of  the  Nipples  the  Result  of  the  so-called  Hardening  Process. 

W.  E.  Sanders,  M.  D.,  Cleveland,  0.,  a  case  of  Ovariotomy,  with 
specimen. 

G.  W.  Bowen,  M  D.,  Ind.,  A  New  Vectis. 

J.  B.  Hunt,  M.  D.,  Columbus,  O.,  Prolapsed  Vagina;  colored  pho- 
tograph. 

Quite  a  lively  time  had  Dr.  Guernsey  and  Dr.  Foote,  when  the  for- 
mer had-  given  crocus,  every  half  hour  in  a  case  of  uterine  haemor- 
rhage, until  his  patient  was  relieved. 

Dr.  G. — I  sit  down  and  see  the  condition  of  my  patient,  I  examine 
the  haemorrhage,  find  her  aches  and  pains,  ascertain  all  her  symptoms, 
and  then  I  give  the  appropriate  remedy. 

jyr  ?  Placenta  retained  for  three  months.     Ipecac,  controlled 

the  haemorrhage.     All  went  well. 

Dr.  Morrison,  used  ergot  and  the  tampon,  saved  his  patient.  Knew 
of  a  fatal  case  where  the  physician  followed  Dr.  G. 

Again,  Dr.  Morse  clears  his  skirts  of  all  blame,  by  throwing  upon 
God  the  responsibility  of  failure  to  use  God-given  remedies  appropri- 
ately. 

Dr.  Morrison. — I  do  not  understand,  sir,  the  importance  of  educa- 
tion in  the  use  of  medicine,  if  we  are  to  trust  everything  to  Provi- 
dence. I,  sir,  have  too  high  a  regard  for  Omnipotence,  to  believe 
that  he  is  responsible  for  the  ignorance  and  stupidity  of  uneducated 
men.  *  *  *  *        *        *        I  will  never  see  my 

patient  die  for  the  sake  of  a  little  expedition  in  using  the  tampon, 
or  the  ice  application,  if  you  please,  or  any  other  means  which  may  be 
expedient  for  the  salvation  of  life.     (Continued  cheers.) 

Dr.  Morse  spoke  again,  when  Dr.  Wilson  remarked,  We  are  getting 
more  theology  than  medicine,  and  moved  that  the  discussion  be  sus- 
pended.   It  was  suspended. 

Dr.  Sanders  then  read  his  paper  on  Atrophy  of  the  Mammary 
GlaBds,  and  Soreness  of  the  Nipples  the  Result  of  Injudicious  Toilet. 
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Dr.  Hale  was  highly  pleased  with  the  paper.     Wherever  there  is 
pressure  there  is  absorption. 

He  cited  a  case  where  the  nipple  was  flattened  out,  there  was  no 
long  nipple  concealed,  suppuration  set  in,  ulcers  formed. 

Uses  force  pump  to  draw  them  out.  and  applying  an  India  rubber 
ring. 

Dr.  Holt,  was  from  Massachusetts,  and  he  thought  there  was  some 
truth  in  what  Dr.  Sanders  said,  but  was  inclined  to  think  that "  breast 
padding "  was  a  Western  fashion.  It  is  not  in  New  England,  so  he 
would  take  Dr.  Guernsey's  side. 

Dr.  Sanders  then  read  his  paper  on  Injuries  to  the  Nipples  the  Re- 
sult of  the  So-called  Hardening  Process. 

W.  E.  Saunders,  M.  D.,  Cleveland,  then  read  a  case  of  Ovariotomy. 

Report  accepted  and  referred. 

Dr.  Williamson,  on  Nomenclature  Committee,  stated  report  printed. 
Committee  discharged.     Adjourned. 

EVENING    MEETING. 

The  members  of  the  Institute  and  their  ladies  assembled  by  invita- 
tion at  the  residence  of  Hon.  Thomas  Hoyne,  where  very  pleasant 
hours  were  passed  in  social  intercourse.  The  hospitality  of  Mr.  Hoyoc 
and  lady  enhanced  the  enjoyment  of  all  present. 

EDITORIAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  editors  met  at  Dr.  Ludlam's  residence,  Wednesday  evening,  to 
form  an  Editorial  Association. 

Present,  Drs.  I.  T.  Talbot,  R.  Ludlam,  Wm.  Tod  Helmuth,  S.  Lil- 
ienthal,  T.  P.  Wilson,  E.  A.  Lodge,  T.  C.  Duncan,  and  R.  J.  McClatch- 
ey. 

Dr.  Talbot  was  called  to  the  Chair,  Dr.  MoClatchey,  Secretary. 

A  short  Constitution  was  adopted,  and  Drs.  Duncan,  MoClatchey  and 
Helmuth  made  censors. 

Dr.  Lodge,  delegate  to  represent  the  Association  in  the  American 
Institute  of  Homoeopathy.     Adjourned. 

THIRD  DAY. 

The  Institute  was  called  to  order  at  10  a.  m.,  Vice  President  J.  J. 
Youlin,  M.  D.,  in  the  Chair.    Dr.  S.  M.  Cate  read  Dr.  Holoomb's  pa- 
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per,  embracing  a  letter  from  J.  J.  G.  Wilkinson,  M.  D.,  of  London, 
on  Heela  Lava.  He  bad  used  it  in  neuralgia,  when  tbe  intercostal 
muscles  were  much  affected — for  pain  in  tbe  cavity  after  teeth  have 
been  extracted  —  prompt  relief  in  31st  attenuation.  Cures  cases  of 
exostosis  of  maxillary  bone,  chronic  headache,  white  swelling,  facial 
neuralgia,  and  diseases  of  bony  structure.  Also,  paper  on  Eana  Bufo 
in  Epilepsy,  cured  several  cases,  200th  used.  Case  of  Carbuncle, 
slippery  elm  poultice,  tincture  hydrastin,  gave  internally  six  pellets 
anthracin  500th  every  four  hours,  rapid  cure. 

The  other  papers  were  read  by  titje  and  referred. 

Aitken  and  Fuller  invited  the  Institute  to  visit  the  Art  Gallery. 
Accepted. 

The  members  of  Western  Social  Science  Association  were  invited 
to  seats  in  the  Institute. 

G.  D.  Beebe,  M.  D.,  chairman  of  committee  on  arrangements,  an- 
nounced a  banquet  at  the  Tremont  House,  given  by  the  physicians  of 
Chicago. 

LIGATING  THE  FXJNI8. 

Dr.  Haeseler. — During  the  past  six  months,  I  have  not  ligated  a 
funis  after  child-birth.  I  have  separated  it  generally  after  pulsation 
in  the  funis  had  entirely  ceased.  Perhaps  it  is  best  to  separate  before 
the  pulsation  has  entirely  ceased.  I  have  observed  during  the  time  I 
have  separated  the  funis  without  ligation  the  colic  is  almost  always 
absent,  and  when  it  does  exist  it  is  of  a  trifling  and  very  trivial 
character.  I  have  noticed  little  of  it  during  past  six  months.  There 
is  no  danger  at  all  of  haemorrhage.  Tying,  you  congest  the  end  and  it 
alwayB  superinduces  congestion,  and  an  inflammatory  condition,  an 
erysipelatous  condition  of  the  funis  or  of  the  umbilical  region.  Nur- 
ses say  the  gelatinous  portion  shrivels  up  nioely,  and  wilts  away.  I 
don't  think  I  ever  saw  more  than  about  a  table  spoonful  of  blood  lost. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  blood  really  does  not  belong  to  the  baby  af- 
ter it  respires.  It  does  not  appear  natural  that  a  child  should  be  born 
into  the  world  without  the  power  to  retain  a  sufficient  amount  of  blood 
necessary  for  its  own  existence. 

Dr.  Morrison. — I  tried  one  oase  without  ligating  the  cord.  I  strip- 
ped the  blood  out  after  cutting,  then  folded  it  in  a  pledget  of  cotton. 
As  for  the  colio,  it  has  been  terrible  in  this  case. 

Dr.  James  cuts  the  cord,  allows  the  blood  in  it  to  flow  out,  then 
ligates  as  a  precautionary  measure.  Dr.  James  remembered  one  case 
where  the  blood  flowed,  but  the  child  oried  a  great  deal. 


256  American  Institute  of  Hommopatky. 

BUEIAU  Or  J3UBGEBT. 

Wm.  Tod  Helmuth,  M.  D.,  Chairman  of  bureau  of  Surgery,  an- 
nounced the  following : 

The  Forcible  Flexion  of  the  Extremities  as  a  Means  to  Arrest  Haem- 
orrhage, and  a  Cure  for  Aneurism,  by  C.  T.  Liebold,  M.D.,  New  York. 

Improvements  in  Surgery,  also,  a  new  form  of  Fracture  Splints,  in- 
vented by  B.  W.  James,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia. 

Surgical  Cases,  from  Practice,  by  N.  Schneider,  Cleveland,  O. 

Congenital  Talipes  Varus,  by  L.  H.  Willard,  M.  D.,  Alleghany,  Pa. 

Surgical  cases,  by  James  B.  Bell,  M.  D.,  Augusta,  Me.  Amputa- 
tion of  the  Thigh  for  Encephaloid ;  hemorrhage  controlled  by  acu- 
pressure; one  silver  pin  still  remaining  in  the  stump;  recovery. 

On  the  improvements  in  Surgery  and  Clinical  Cases,  by  G.  D. 
Beebe,  M.  D.,  of  Chicago. 

Resection  of  Knee  Joint,  by  Wm.  Tod  Helmuth,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis. 

Iridectomy,  instead  of  Extraction,  in  Some  Cases  of  Over  Ripe 
Cataract,  by  T.  F.  Allen,  M.  D.,  New  York. 

Report  on  the  Surgical  Cases  treated  in  the  Clinic  of  Hahnemann 
Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  during  the  Session  of  1869 — 1870, 
by  Malcom  M.  Farland,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery. 

G.  D.  Beebe,  M.  D.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  arrangements 
invited  the  institute  to  a  collation  in  the  St  James  Hotel. 

AFTERNOON   8ES8I0N. 

Dr.  Liebold  then  read  his  paper  on  Arrest  of  Haemorrhage  by  Flex- 
ion of  the  Joints,  etc.     Accepted  and  referred. 

BONE  IN  THE  EYE. 

Dr.  Liebold  then  gave  accounts  of  those  cases  where  he  found  bone 
in  the  eye.    The  choroid  coat  is  the  one  which  causes  this  formation 

of  bone. 

a  new  spiiirr. 

B.  W.  James,  M.  D.,  then  gave  a  description  of  his  New  Splint. 
The  material  is  Vulcanite  Rubber.  It  is  hard,  but  by  subjecting  it  to 
the  heat  of  a  stove  it  can  be  softened  and  moulded  to  any  part,  then 
set  by  plunging  it  into  cold  water. 

It  requires  more  heat  than  gutta  peroha.  You  take  two  correspond- 
ing splints,  and  run  along  each  edge  a  series  of  holes,  run  a  laee 
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through  the  splints  like  a  shoe.  The  splint  should  be  padded.  For 
compound  fractures  I  think  there  is  nothing  equal  to  it,  and  for  any 
ordinary  fracture  I  think  there  is  nothing  equal  to  it.  The  splints 
can  be  made  for  any  part  of  the  body. 

NOVEL  SUGGESTION  IN  OVARIOTOMY. 

Dr.  Beebe. — I  am  persuaded  that  we  may  dispense  with  the  clamp, 
and  also  with  the  ligation  of  the  pedicle,  using  torsion  to  close  all  ves- 
sels of  the  pedicle,  and  for  those  of  the  broad  bands  of  adhesions. 
I  have  tested  it  in  two  cases,  when  the  pedicles  were  large.  The  ad- 
hesions were  not  extensive. 

If  either  of  the  old  methods  which  I  have  alluded  to  is  to  be  used, 
I  would  apply  round  the  pedicle  a  ligature  of  catgut — an  ordinary 
violin  string,  which  has  been  immersed  in  strong  carbolic  acid,  iu 
which  should  be  a  little  oil,  enough  to  dissolve  it;  it  is  not  at  all  weak- 
ened by  the  process. 

Apply  it  tightly,  cut  it  off  short,  and  return  the  pedicle  into  the 
abdomen,  the  animal  tissue  will  disintegrate,  or  otherwise  be  penetra- 
ted by  blood-vessels  and  finally  changed  to  living  tissue. 

Dr.  Beebe  then  gave  a  verbal  report  on  some  improved  instruments 
for  staphylorraphy — a  right  and  left  palate  knife — a  long  needle 
bent  upon  itself,  about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  in  from  the  staff,  with 
eye  near  the  point.  Also,  a  block  for  the  teeth,  so  constructed  that 
it  occupies  no  space  in  the  mouth. 

He  also  cited  a  case  of  rcctocele,  where  a  strip  was  cut  out  of  the 
posterior  vaginal  wall. 

THE  INTERESTING  HERNIA  CASE. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Helmuth  requesting  Dr.  Beebe  to  give  a  full  ac- 
count of  his  wonderful  operation  for  hernia,  Dr.  Beebe  spoke  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  President :  —  I  was  called  in  to  the  case  of  hernia,  at  a  very 
late  stage  of  the  case.  Finding  the  patient  had  been  vomiting  for 
twenty-four  hours,  I  immediately  felt  for  tumors,  and  found  one  at 
the  umbilicus.  This  tumor  was  quite  large,  not  only  greatly  distended, 
but  its  integumental  covering  quite  purple  and  discolored,  and  seemed 
almost  upon  the  point  of  yielding  at  one  point,  showing  a  considera- 
ble amount  of  fluctuation.  I  proceeded  somewhat  cautiously  to  open 
the  tegumental  covering,  and  found  that  not  only  some  gas  but  a  con- 
as 
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intestine  to  the  other  without  going  to  the  surface  at  all,  an  opening 
which  was  well  within  the  abdomen,  and  of  the  breadth  of  the  blade 
of  the  clamp.  Within  a  very  few  hours  after  the  opening  was  made 
the  husband  reported  that  there  were  most  gratifying  sounds  of  the 
emission  of  the  flatus,  expressing  it  as  being  the  sweetest  music  that 
he  had  ever  heard. 

Being  satisfied  that  the  steps  so  far  taken  were  effective,  I  set  my- 
self to  work  to  close  the  artificial  anus  which  now  existed,  merely  per- 
mitting a  little  fluid  to  escape.  Jt  then  became  necessary  to  dissect 
around  the  margin  of  the  extremities  of  these  intestines  until  they 
should  be  isolated  from  the  other  tissues,  embracing  them  by  a  firm 
ligature,  which  was  drawn  very  tightly  about  the  extremities  of  these 
two  intestines,  with  a  view  to  obliterate  those  extremities  nicely  with 
this  ligature  applied.  The  cutaneous  margins  were  closed  over  them 
by  quilled  sutures  of  silver  wire,  and  in  a  short  time  the  patient  was 
in  a  condition  to  go  to  her  home. 

The  procedure  was  at  every  stage  very  successful,  or  at  least  met 
my  anticipations  of  the  measures  adopted,  and  the  ultimate  result  was 
such  as  to  gratify  myself,  and  to  rescue,  from  what  seemed  to  be 
almost  an  absolute  certainty  of  death,  the  patient. 

Dr.  Helmuth  then  read  his  interesting  case  of  resection  of  the  knee 
joint. 

ON  EXOI8IOV  OF  THE  LOWER  JAW. 

Dr.  £.  C.  Franklin.  — The  remarks  that  I  shall  make  now  are 
merely  explanatory.  During  the  sessions  of  1868-69  I  made  use  of 
some  remarks  reflecting  upon  my  friend,  Dr.  Helmuth.  I'  have  the 
utmost  confidence  in  Dr.  H.,  and  I  think  he  has  done  considerable 
part  of  extricating  this  operation  from  the  embarrassment  that  had 
surrounded  it  previously.  The  operation  has  been  performed  less 
than  half  a  dozen  times.  Some  of  my  remarks  were  supposed  to 
reflect  upon  our  worthy  Secretary,  Dr,  Talbot.  I  do  not  desire  to 
reflect  one  particle  upon  Dr.  Talbot;  but  they  were  in  consequence  of 
too  great  an  importance  given  to  an  operation,  which  is  an  exceed- 
ingly difficult  and  dangerous  one,  that  is,  the  extirpation  of  the  lower 
jaw  entirely.  Prof.  Helmuth  performed  the  operation  well.  I  gave 
him  credit  for  performing  all  operations  well.  I  am  somewhat  older 
in  the  profession  than  himself,  and  I  have  received  important  hints 
from  the  doctor.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  has  received  any  from 
me.     He  can  speak  for  himself.     If  it  is  a  crime — if  I  have  commit- 
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ted  a  crime — I  am  only  criminal  that  I  have  said,  in  speaking  of  this 
operation,  that  I  thought  it  was  the  crime  of  exaggeration  on  the 
part  of  Dr.  H.;  that  he  had  exaggerated  this  operation  to  too  great  a 
magnitude. 

Dr.  Helmuth. — When  the  reporter  made  me  say  that  this  difficult 
operation  had  been  performed  but  two  or  three  times  in  the  United 
States,  I  did  not  mean  to  refer  to  my  operation ;  I  meant  to  refer  to 
the  extraction,  or  to  the  extirpation,  of  the  entire  lower  jaw.  Now, 
my  case  was  not  a  hard  case.  I  just  made  a  cut  there,  and  made  two 
flaps,  and  it  came  right  out,  without  any  trouble.  I  don't  say  that 
was  a  hard  case.  I  saw  Dr.  F.  remove  some  of  the  lower  jaw,  at  the 
Good  Samaritan  Hospital,  for  osteo  sarcoma.  He  did  it  excellently 
well.  It  was  a  more  difficult  operation  than  mine,  and  yet  it  was  cot 
the  whole  jaw.  I  do  not  propose  to  state  for  a  minute  that  there  are 
not  hundreds  of  surgeons  who  would  undertake  to  remove  the  entire 
jaw,  if  they  could  get  the  chance ;  but  it  don't  come  once  in  a  hun- 
dred times.  I  was  a  fortunate  man,  and  got  the  chance,  and  I  have 
the  bone  in  my  possession  to  show  for  it.  * 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

J.  P.  Dake,  M.  D.,  introduced  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

"  Resolved,  That  there  be  a  standing  Committee  on  Legislation,  the 
duty  of  which  shall  be  to  look  after  and  influence,  as  far  as  possible, 
all  legislation  in  the  general  government,  or  any  of  the  States  or 
cities  of  the  country,  in  anywise  affecting  the  interests  of  homoeopathy 
or  its  practitioners." 

H.  N.  Guernsey,  M.  D.,  presented  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted: 

"Whereas,  The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  through  the 
efforts  of  our  colleague,  Geo.  F.  Foote,  M.  D.,  has  granted  a  charter, 
with  an  appropriation  of  $150,000,  to  aid  in  building  an  asylum  for 
the  insane  at  Middletown,  Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  said  sum  to  be  paid 
when  a  like  amount  is  raised  from  other  sources;  and, 

"  Whereas,  By  the  conditions  of  the  bill  granting  such  charter  and 
aid,  the  officers  and  trustees  of  this  institution  are  to  be  of  the  homoeo- 
pathic faith,  and  the  treatment  of  the  patients  is  to  be  in  accordance 
with  the  principles  of  homoeopathy;  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  we  recognize  the  importance  of  the  first  homoeo- 
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pathic  asylum  for  the  insane  in  the  world,  and  that  we  cordially 
recommend  its  construction  and  support." 

H.  M.  Smith,  M.  D.,  presented  the  report  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. They  recommended  that  the  transactions  be  furnished  only 
to  those  who  prepay  their  dues. 

Dr.  Talbot: 

"Resolved,  That  the  present  session  of  the  Institute  be  known  as 
the  twenty-seventh  anniversary." 

H.  N.  Guernsey,  M.  D. : 

"  Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen — Allow  me,  on  behalf  of  the  dele- 
gation from  the  State  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania, 
to  extend  to  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy  an  earnest,  cor- 
dial and  whole-souled  invitation  to  accept  the  hospitalities  of  the  old 
Keystone  and  Key-note  State,  and  meet  in  Philadelphia,  next  June, 
to  receive  the  greetings  of  brotherly  love." 

I>r.  Ballard  moved  that  the  invitation  be  accepted,  and  when  we 
adjourn  we  do  so  to  meet  in  Philadelphia  on  the  first  Tuesday  of 
June,  1871. 

Carried  unanimously. 

The  President  appointed  the  various  bureaus  and  committees  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

In  the  evening  the  Institute  attended  the  grand  banquet  at  the 
Tremont  House,  given  by  the  physicians  of  Chicago. 

During  this  session  ninety-two  members  have  been  received. 

[Ib  be  continued.] 
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G.  H.  Morrill,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Editor. 


The  Small  Pox  is  fast  disappearing  from  our  city  and  vicinity. 

M.  NfiLATON  is  threatened  with  some  obscure  form  of  cardiac  dis- 
ease, and  has  nearly  relinquished  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

It  is  the  Belief  of  the  peasants  in  some  of  the  cantons  of  Alsatia 
that  when  a  mother  dies  in  child-birth,  she,  for  a  certain  time  after 
death,  comes  from  the  tomb,  at  night,  to  suckle  her  child. 
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Dr.  Liebreich,  the  discoverer  of  chloral,  says  that  chloral  and 
strychnia  are  mutually  opposed  to  each  other  in  therapeutic  action,  so 
that  each  neutralizes  the  poison  of  the  other. 

Prof.  S.  R.  Beckwith  has  located  in  Cincinnati.  The  Doctor 
will  continue  to  fill  the  chair  of  Operative  Surgery  in  the  Cleveland 
school. 

Tab  following  will  serve  to  show  how  forcibly  we  may  be 
affected  through  the  nervous  system :  An  old  seaman  who  had  long 
endeavored  to  secure  admittance  into  the  asylum  provided  for  a  lim- 
ited number  of  old  sailors,  was  so  much  overjoyed  at  the  intelligence 
that  he  would  be  admitted,  that  he  died.  The  second  case  is  that  of 
a  woman  who  having  heard  that  her  sister  was  severely  burned  was 
seized  with  pain  at  the  heart  and  died  immediately. 

Green  Paper  Hangings. — The  police  of  Paris  have  issued  a  notice 
warning  the  public  against  using  paper  colored  green  by  arsenic  com- 
pounds and  intimating  to  the  manufacturers  that  in  case  of  injury 
from  the  poison  they  will  be  liable  to  prosecution. — [Horn.  World. 

The  Medical  Department  of  Howard  University,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  has  now  23  colored  and  7  white  students,  and  at  least  a 
dozen  will  expect  to  graduate  next  year.  The  students  have  access 
to  the  Freedmen's  Hospital,  just  north  of  the  city  limits. 

Dr.  Andrews,  a  London  chemist,  claims  to  have  discovered  that 
the  gaseous  and  liquid  states  of  matter  are  continuous ;  that  they  are 
only  distinct  stages  of  a  long  series  of  continuous  physical  changes. 

A  Substitute  for  Tracheotomy  in  Croup. — Adolph  Weber 
claims  that  lactic  acid  will  dissolve  the  exudation  that  produces 
membranous  croup,  so  that  tracheotomy  need  not  be  resorted  to.  It 
might  possibly  be  of  avail,  should  our  remedies,  that  have  ever  been 
so  very  efficient  in  membranous  croup,  prove  unavailing.  A  solution 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  drops  of  lactic  acid  to  half  an  ounce  of  water  is 
made,  and  the  patient  inhales  it  every  half  hour,  until  respiration 
loses  the  whistling  sound  and  becomes  easier,  with  more  rattling 
sounds  in  the  throat.  Then  a  solution  of  ten  to  fifteen  drops  to  the 
half  ounce  is  used,  until  the  difficult,  oppressed  breathing  is  gone. — 
[  Hahnemann  ian  Monthly. 
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In  Paris,  July  5, 1870,  after  a  short  illness,  Dr.  Chas.  A.  Pops, 
the  most  distinguished  surgeon  in  the  western  country,  departed  this 
life.    The  telegram  received  in  this  city  was  as  follows: 

Paris,  July  5,  1870. 
Dr.  Pope  died  suddenly  at  5  o'clock  to-day. 

D&.  Marion  Sims. 

Dr.  Pope  was  born  in  1816,  at  fluntsville,  Ala.,  and  after  his 
college  career  graduated  at  the  old  university  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
immediately  repaired  to  Europe  to  perfect  himself  in  his  studies,  and 
after  two  years  application  returned  to  his  native  country.  In  1841 
he  came  to  this  city,  and  by  his  rare  talents,  close  application  and 
general  knowledge  soon  became  known  as  a  fine  anatomist  and  bril- 
liant surgeon.  In  1842  he  was  made  professor  of  anatomy  in  Kemper 
College.  In  1843  he  was  appointed  professor  of  anatomy  in  the  medi- 
cal department  of  the  St.  Louis  University,  and  after  the  death  of 
Dr.  Prather  became  the  professor  of  surgery.  He  soon  was  elected 
the  Dean  of  the  college,  which  from  that  period  until  the  present  is 
known  throughout  the  whole  country  as  Pope's  college.  In  1853  Dr. 
Pope  was  elected  the  President  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
being  the  youngest  presiding  officer  that  either  before  or  since  occu- 
pied the  presidential  chair,  he  being  at  that  time  thirty-six  years  of  age. 
His  reputation  and  success  was  very  widely  known,  and  he  was  called 
at  one  time  to  occupy  the  professorship  of  surgery  in  the  school  of 
medicine  from  which  he  received  his  degree. 

At  the  age  of  fifty  he  retired  from  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
and  took  up  his  abode  in  Paris.  A  few  weeks  since  he  revisited  this 
country,  and  made  St.  Louis  for  a  short  period  his  home.  The  recep- 
tion he  met  with  here,  the  fStes,  the  notices  of  the  public  press,  the 
receptions,  and  the  universal  feeling  of  respect  and  admiration  which 
were  manifested  by  our  citizens,  were  but  tokens  of  their  high  appreci- 
ation of  him  as  a  professional  man,  and  their  love  for  him  as  a  oitisen 
and  a  brother.  Few  men  at  Dr.  Pope's  time  of  life  will  leave  a 
larger  circle  to  mourn  his  loss  or  to  venerate  his  memory.  The  pro- 
fession throughout  our  entire  country  will  award  to  him  that  meed  of 
honor  which  is  the  just  reward  of  an  honorable  and  well  spent  life. 
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MATERIA   MEDICA. 


KDITRU   BY    WILLIAM    L.    BREYFOGL1,   OF    LOUISVILLE,    KENTUCKY. 

t 

COMPARED  ETE  SYMPTOMS. 

KYES. 

Acon.     Painful  ophthalmia  (also  Arg.  n.)  with  blear-eyednesn. 

Inflammation  of  eyes  from  foreign  substances  (also  Calc.  c.) 
A  car.     He  sees  things  double  (also  Amo.  c,  see  Gelsem.) 

Narrowing  of  the  interval  between    the   eyelids.      Musoae 
volitantes. 
Aloks.     Congestion  of  the  eyes.     Pressure  in  the  orbits. 
Aijm.     Spasmodic  contraction  of  lids  at  night,  with  pain  on 

opening  them  (see  Agnus  c.) 
Amo  m.     Obscuration  of  sight  as  from  a  fog. 

Yellow  spots  before  the  eyes  when  sewing. 
Ax ac.     Pressure  as  from  a  plug  in  the  eyes  (also  Aloes.) 

Contrnction  of  pupils  (dilatation  Bell) 
Angus,  c.     Eyelids  are  spasmodically  opened  (see  Alum.) 
Apis.     (Edematous  swelling  of  eyelids.     (Upper  eyelid  Calc.  c, 

Kali  b. ;  lower  lid,  Bry.) 

Arg.  m.     Redness  and  swelling  of  the  edges  of  the  eyelids. 

Arg.  n.     Painful  ophthalmia  better  in  open  air  (also  Puis.,  see 
Aeon.) 

Mucus  in  eyes,  obscuring  sight,  or  drying  up  and  forming 
scurfs,  opacity  of  the  cornea. 

34 
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Arnica.     Inflammation  after  mechanical  injuries.    (FromHm**, 

Symph.) 
Aits.     Inflammation  with  severe* burning  pains. 
Inflammation  of  the  inner  surface  of  eyelids. 
Scratching  an  the  eyeballs  (as  from  sand,  Sulph. ;  wild  hairs, 
Bor.) 
Asar.  e.      Inflamed  eyes,  sunshine,  light  and  wind  intolerable. 
A  ii rum  e.     Fiery  sparks  before  the  eyes  (fiery  zigzags,  Spig.) 

Vertical  half  sight  (see  Gelsem.) 
Baryta.     Sees  sparks  before  the  eyes  in  the  dark. 

Burning,  pressing  in  the  eyes  from  steady  looking  (see  Ars.) 
Bell.     Eyes  protruding,  sparkling,  red,  glistening,  or  dim  (also 
Canth.) 
Constant  flo^  of  sharp,  salty  tears  (also  Euph.) 
Things  look  red  (also  Cactus  g ;  yellow,  Canth.;  black,  Caps., 

Cicuta  v.) 
Congestion  to,  or  distortion,  spasm  or  convulsion  of  the 
eyes. 
Borax.     Inflamed  eyes  from  wild  hairs  (see  Ars.  and  Ignat.) 
Bovista.     Objects  seem  too  near  the  eye. 
Bitfo.    Appearance  as  from  a  veil  before  the  eyes  (also  Caust.) 
Brom.     Swelling  of  the  tear  gland  (right  side.) 

Darting  in  left  eye,  dilated  pupils. 
Bryonia.    Inflamed  eyes  worse  from  heat  (also  Puis.) 

Inflamed  eyes  from  gout  (also  Clem. ;   from  rheumatism, 

Cactus  g.) 
Swelling  of  the  upper  eyelids  (also  Rhus. ;  see  Cham.) 
Cactus  g.    Dimness  of  sight,  red  lights  before  the  eyes  (see  Bell. ) 
Calc.  carb.     Cutting  in  the  eyes,  worse  from  candle  light. 

Inflammation  of  the  eyes  in  ivfants  or  scrofulous  subjects 

(also  Sulph.) 
Inflammation  from  foreign  bodies  coming  into  them  (also 
Aeon.) 
Canth.     Eyes  protruding,  fiery,  sparkling,  staring  look  (also 
Bell.) 
Muscae  volitantes  (see  Agar.) 
Things  look  yellow  (see  Bell.) 
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Caps.     Incipient  amaurosis,  objects  appear  black  (see  Bell.) 
C  arbo  ax.     Eyes  feel  as  if  they  were  lying  loose  in  their  sockets. 
Carb  veo.     Weak  eyes  from  too  constant  use,  or  from  fine 
work  (also  Ruta  g.) 
Haemorrhages  from  eyes  with  congestion  to  the  head. 
Catst.     Appearance  as  from  a  veil  or  swarm  of  insects  before 
eyes  (see  Bufo.) 
Sensation  as  from  sand  in  the  eyes  (also  Sulph.,  Hepar  s. ; 
see  China.) 
Cham.     Inflammation  of  lower  eyelids  (see  Bry.) 

Twitcjiing  of  eyelids  in  children  (convulsions,  Ignat.) 
Chin  a.    Amaurosis  from  a  loss  of  animal  fluids  (or  in  drunkards.^ 
On  reading,  the  letters  are  surrounded  with  a  white  border, 

and  run  together  (see  Nat.  m.  and  Gicuta  v.) 
Sensation  as  from  sand  in  eyes  on  moving  the  lids  (also 
Ignat. ;  see  Caust.) 
Cicuta  v.     On  reading  the  letters  turn  and  are  surrounded  by 
an  areola  of  the  same  color  as  the  light  (see  China.) 
Objects  appear  double  or  black  (double,  also  Gelsem ;  see 
Boll.) 
Cina.     Gauze  before  the  eyes  which  cannot  be  wiped  away  (see 

Caust.) 
Cistus  c.     Sensation  as  from  something  passing  around  the  eye, 

with  stitches. 
Clematis.     Burning  and  heat  in  eyes  (see  Bry.) 

Double  vision  (also  Gelsem)  flittering  before  eyes. 
Cocculus.     Aching  in  the  eyes  at  night,  they  cannot  be  opened. 

Tains  in  the  eye  as  if  it  were  torn  out  (with  headache.) 
Colchicum.     Ulceration  of  the  left  lower  eyelid,  swelling  of  lid. 
Coloc.     Burning,  cutting  in  the  eyes  (also  Euphrasia.) 
Conium.     Coldness  or  burning  in  eyes,  Myopia,  Presbyopia. 

Inflammation  of  eyes ;  things  look  red  (see  Bell.) 
Corall.  r.     Burning  in  eyes  from  candle-light,  feeling  of  sand 

in  eyes  (see  Caust.) 
Ckeasot.     Inflammation  of  eyes,  twitching  of  lids,  gauze  before 
eyes  (see  Caust.) 
Fillets  before  the  eyes  compelling  him  to  wipe  them  often. 
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Crocus  sat.     Twitching  of  lids  at  night,  tears  on  reading  (in 

warm  room.) 
Croton  tig.    (Edematous  swelling  of  lids  (also  Apis,  Iodine.) 
Ulceration  of  conjunctiva,  contracted  pupil,  tears  and  dim- 
ness of  cornea. 
Cl'PRUM.     Eyes  fixed,  staring,  sunken  or  protruded,  glisteuing, 

turned  .upwards. 
Digitalis.     Inflammation  of  eyes,  with  gluing  of  litis,  Diplopia. 

Things  look  green  or  yellow  (see  Bell.) 
Drosera.     Stitches  in  eyes,  presbyopia,  gauze  before  eyes  (see 

Caust.) 
Dulcamara.     Inflammation  of  eyes  from    cold    (also    Euph.\ 
Amaurosis. 
Sparks  before  eyes,  electric  shocks  in  eyes. 
Klaps.  corr.     Fiery  spots  before  eyes  (also  Spig.),  red  bar  be- 
fore them  on  awakening. 
El* fat.     Strong  aversion  to  light  (see  Graph.) 
Euphrasia.     Pain  in  e3'eball  from  bright  light,  dryness,  pro- 
sure,  smarting  in  eyes,  especially  in  the  wind,  Inflamma- 
tion from  cold  (also  Dulc.) 
Pus  from  eyes,  are  glued  up  at  night  (also  Lye.) 
Obscuration  of  sight  from  injuries  (see  Arn.) 
Ulceration  of  borders  of  lids  (see  Colch.) 
Ferrvm.   Redness,  burning,  stinging  in  eyes,  with  swelling  of  lids. 
Fluoric  acid.     Feeling  of  sand  in  eyes  (see  Salph.),  Fistula 

lachrymalis  (also  Sil.) 
(tklsemixum.     Eyes  feel  bruised  (also  Bry.),  unable  to  keep 
them  open  (also  Rhus.  Sep.) 
Vertical  half -sight  (see  Lithium  carb.  and    Lye),  double 
rision  controlled  by  the  triTZ. 
Gi.onoixk.     Sparks  (especially  during  pregnancy)  flashes  before 
eyes,  protruded,  wild,  staring  look  (also  Bell.,  Stram.) 
Obscuration  of  sight,  with  fainting. 
Graphites.     Inflammation  of,  with  photophobia  (see  Eapat), 

swollen  lids. 
(»r  UAcrM.     Sensation  of  swelling  and  protrusion  of  eyes  (also 
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IIkllebokus  n.      Dilated    pupils,  staring  look  (also  Stram.), 

Photophobia. 
Hkpar  s.     Sensation  of  sand  in  eyes  (also  Sulph.),  Photophobia. 

Aching  in  eyes,  objects  look  red  (see  Bell  and  Dig.) 
Hippomanes.     Light  of  the  candle  looks  blue  (see  Bell.) 
Hydrocyanic  ac.     Eyes  protruded,  half  open,  immovable ;  in- 
sensible pupils. 
IIyoscyamus.     Eyes  red,  fixed,  sparkling,  convulsed ;    optical 
illusions. 
Spasmodic  closing  of  lids  (also  mere),  pupils  dilated  (see 
Bell.) 
Iox  ATI  A.     Acrid  tears  during  day,  agglutination  at  night  (also 
Lye.} 
Pressure  like  sand  in  (also  Sulph. ;  see  Caust.,  China). 
Eyelids  turn  ujnvard  (also  Lachn.;  outwards,  Bell;  inwards, 

Bor.) 
Inflammation  of  eye-ball  as  far  as  the  upper  lid  covers  it. 
Flickering,  zigzags  before  eyes  (also  Bell.,   Hyos.,  Lye, 
Spig.) 
Iodine.     (Edematous  swelling  of  lids  (also  Apis.,  Croton  tig., 
Kali,  b.) 

Obscuration  of  sight,  twitching  of  lower  lids  (also  Hell,  n.) 
Kali  bich.     Inflammation  of  the  eyes,  they  are  glued  up  in  the 

♦  _  

morning  (also  Puis,  at  night;  Lye.) 
(Edematous  swelling  of  lids  (see  Apis.) 
Albuginea,  yellow,  puffy,  with  yellotoish  brown  points  like 
pin-heads. 
Kali  carb.     Swelling  like  a  bag  just  above  upper  eyelids  (lower 
lid,  Apis.) 
Bright  sparks,  spots  before  eyes  (see  Ignat.) 
Kali   hyd.     Purulent  discharge  from  eyes,  corrosive  tears  (also     1 

Led.  p.),  swelling  of  lids. 
Lachnantes.     Eye-brows  and  lids  drawn  upwards  (see  Ignat.) 

Much  white  mucus  from  eyes. 
Lactuca  v.     Muscse  volitantes,  eyelids  covered  with  mucus. 
Laurocerasus.     Eyes  distorted,  staring  look,  pupils  dilated. 
Ledum  pal.   Foetid  pus  from  eyes,  corrosive  tears  (also  Kali  hyd.)     ) 
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Lithium  carb.     Half  vision,  cannot  distinguish  right  half  of 

objects  (see  Gelsem.) 
Lycopodium.     Tears  during  day,   agglutination   at  night  (in 
morning)  Phos.,  Puis.,  Merc.) 
Perpendicular  half  sight  (also  Gelsem  ;  see  Lith.  c.) 
Eyes  open,  fixed,  insensible  to  light. 
Mag.  carb.     Cataract,  motes  before  the  eyes,  dryness  in  eyes. 
Mag.  suLPHi     Pains  in  eyes  as  though  they  would  start  out 

(see  Euph.) 
Mangaxum.     Short-sightedness,  pressure,  heat,  dryness  in  eyes. 
Menyanthes.     Eyelids  stiff,  blackness  before  eyes  on  reading.  . 
Mephitus.     Pain  in  eyes  on  moving  them,  aching,  stitches  in  eyes. 

Letters  run  together  (also  Nat.  m.) 
Mercurius  v.     Inflammation,   cutting  under  the  eyes,  blear- 
eyedness. 
Lids  are  spasmodically  closed  (also  Hyos.) 
Gluing  of  lids  in  morning  (at  night  Lye),  congestion  to 

eyes. 
Scurfs  around  eyes,  photophobia,  saofulous  ophthalmia. 
Merc.  sub.     Inflammation,  burning,  pupils  contracted,  spark- 
ling, movable. 
Merc,  prot-iodide.     Pain  in  right  eye  on  awakening,  black 

motes  before  eyes. 
Mercurialis  perenn.     Weakness,  trembling  of  upper  eyelids. 
Moschus.     Eyes  turned  upwards  (see  Ignat.),  fixed,  glistening. 
Muriatic  ac.     Perpendicular  half  sight  (see  Gelsem),  stitches 

out  of  eye. 
Nat.  carb.     Inflammation  of  eyes,  ulcers  on  cornea  (also  Calc. 
c,  Sil.,  Sach.  alb.) 
Photophobia,  presbyopia,  dazzling  before  eyes,   down   or 
mist  before  eyes,  has  to  wipe  them  constantly  (also  Phos., 
Puis.) 
Nat.  mur.     Letters  run  together,  half  sightedness  (also  Mur. 
ac. ;  see  Gelsem.) 
Inflammation,  acrid  tears,  gluing  of  lids,  spasmodic  closing 

of  lids  (see  Hyos.) 
Slack  points,  streaks  of  light,  fiery  spots,  sparks  before  eyes. 
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Nat.  sulph.     Weak  eyes,  burning  water  from  eyes. 
Ntccolum.     Objects  appear  too  large,  colored  circle  around  the 
light. 
Cloud  before  the  eyes  (see  Caust.)  stitches,  twitching  in  lids. 
Nitrum.     Colored  circles  around  the  light,  blackness  before 

eyes  (on  smelling  Camphor.) 
Nitric  ac.     Spots  on  cornea,  short-sightedness,  motes,  gauze 
before  eyes. 
Fistula  lachrymalis  (also  Fluoric  ac.) 
Nitx  vom.    Photophobia,  circumscribed  red  spots  in  white  of  eyes. 
Bloody  oozing  from  eye,  yellowness  of  eyes,  burning,  smart- 
ing in  eyes. 
Optical  illusions  in  bright  colors,  staring  look. 
Oxalic  ac.     Objects  seem  too  large  (see  Nice),  blindness,  with 
nose  bleeding. 
^Pain  in  eye-ball. 
Opium.     Eyes  fixed,  half  closed,  pupils  dilated,  insensible,  star- 
ing, glassy  look,  eyes  convulsed  (see  Bell.) 
Palladium.     Dull  pain  in  and  behind  left  eye. 
Petroleum.     Fistula  lachrymalis  (also  Calc,  Fluoric  ac,  Ni- 
tric ac.) 
Gronorrhceal  ophthalmia  (also  Puis.,  Merc,  Clem.,  Sulph.) 
Phosphorus.     Burning  in,  with  flowing  of  tears  in  the  wind 
(also  Euph.,  Puis.) 
Photophobia,  contracted  pupils,  motes,  sudden  blindness. 
Phos.  ac    Glassy,  lustreless  eyes,  coldness  in  inner  border  of  lids. 

Yellow  spot  in  white  of  eye  (also  Kali  b.) 
Phytolacca.     Bluish  swelling  of  lids,  burning,  smarting  in  eyes. 
Platina.     Objects  seem  too  small  (too  large,  Oxal.  ac,  Nice)    ' 
Plumbum.     Congestion,  pressure  in  eyes,  contraction  of  lids. 
Prunus  spinosa.     Tearing  pain  in  right  eye  (left,  Pall.,  Lach.) 
Pulsatilla.     Mist  before  eyes,  wipes  them  constantly  (see  Nat.     J 
carb.) 
Much  mucus  in  eyes,  lachrymation  in  open  air  (also  Phos.) 
Incipient  amaurosis,  or  cataract;  fistula  lachrymalis  (see 

Petrol.) 
Gronorrhceal  ophthalmia  (see  Petrol.) 
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Ratannia.  White  spot  before  eyes  impeding  sight,  slightly  re- 
lieved by  wiping. 

Rhododendron.     Periodical  burning  in  eyes. 

Rhus  tox.     (Edema  of  lids  (see  Apis),  blear-eyedness,  inflam- 
mation, gluing  of  lids. 
Styes  on  lower  lid  (also  Sep.,  Sulph. ;  upper  lid,  Puis.); 
photophobia. 

Ruta  grav.     Pains  in  eyes  from  steady  looking,  from  fine  sew- 
ing, overstraining. 
Green  circle  around  light  (see  Bell.),  gauze  before  eyes  (see 
Caust.) 

Sanguinaria.    Dim  eyes,  with  feeling  of  hairs  in  them  (also  Bor. ) 

Saksaparilla.  Eyes  painful  from  light;  things  look  red  in  the 
evening  (see  Bell.) 

Squilla.     Staring  look  (also  Op.,  Stram.),  contracted  pupils. 
The  left  eye  is  smaller  than  the  right. 

Secale  cor.  Wild  look,  distorted  eyes;  double  vision  (also 
Gelsem) ;  eyes  lie  deep  in  the  sockets. 

Selenium.     Itching  vesicles  around  the  eye. 

Senega.  Pressing  out  pain  in  eyes,  hardened  mucus  in  eyes 
and*  lashes. 

Sepia.     Burning,  pressing  in  eyes,  tears,  inability  to  open  them 
at  night  (also  Lye,  Rhus.) 
Heaviness  of  lids  (also  Rhus. ;  drooping  of  lids,   Caust. ), 

styes  (see  Rhus.) 
Green  halo  around  candle  (also  Ruta),  black  spots,  sparks 

before  eyes. 
Pustulous  or  fungous  growths  on  cornea  (also  Phos.,  Calc. ) : 
amaurosis. 

Siltcia.      Sudden   attacks  of  blindness,   spots,  sparks  before 
eyes,  gray  veil  before  eyes. 
Letters  run  together  (also  Nat.  m.),  ulcers  on  cornea  (see 
Nat.  carb.) 
Swelling  of  tear  gland. 

Spig,  Fiery  zigzags  before  eyes  (also  Stront.),  painful  on  mo- 
tion, lids  hang  down,  hard,  immovable,  far-sightedness, 
acrid  tears,  inflammation. 
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Stann.     Dull,  sunken  eyes,  gluing  of  lids  at  night  (also  Lye), 
styes  (see  Rhus.) 
Fistula  lachrymalis  (see  Nitric  ac.) 
Stram.     Wild  staring  look,  inflamed,  red,  swollen  eyes,  contor- 
tion of  eyes,  dilated,  insensible  pupils,  periodical  blind- 
ness, double  vision. 
Objects  appear  blue  (see  Bell.) 
Strontiana.     Green  spots  before  eyes  (see  Bell.),  fiery  zigzags 

before  eyes  (see  Spig.) 
Sulphur.     Gonorrhoea!  ophthalmia  (see  Petrol.),  sensation  of 
sand  in  the  eye,  ulcers  on  cornea  (see  Nat.  c.) 
Photophobia,  dim-sightedness,  cataract,  gauze  before  eyes  \ 

(see  Caust.) 
Halo  around  candle  (also  Sepia),  gluing  of  lids,  styes. 
Tartar  rmetic.     Obscuration  of  sight,  with  flickering  before 
eyes  (see  Spig.) 
Ulceration  of  mibomian  glands. 
Thkridon  ourr.     Luminous  vibrations,  double  vision  (see  Gel- 

sem.) ;  photophobia. 
Thuya.     Neuralgic  pains  in  eyes,  worse  from  uncovering  them. 
Sensation  as  from  cold  air  rushing  out  of  eye. 
Swelling  and  hardness  of  lids  (see  Spig.),  eyes  bloodshot. 
Weak  eyes,  objects  seem  smaller  (also  Plat,  too  large;  Oxal.     ) 
ac,  Nit.) 
Valeriana.     Inflamed  edges  of  lid  (see  Kali  hyd.  and  Golch.) 
Vkratrum.     Eyes  fixed,  watery,  sunken,  lustreless,  blindness 
at  night. 
Paralysis  of  lids. 
Yerbascum.     Contractive  pains  in  eyes. 
Viola  tricolor.     Drooping  of  eyelids  (see  Caust) 
Zikcum.     Pressure,    itching,   biting,   pricking   in  eyes;  ptery- 
gium. 
Luminous  flakes  on  raising  the  eyes. 
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A  FEW  BEMABKS  OH  DR.  BUST'S  ABTIOLE-"  DJ-DWELLIIG 
DBUa-FOBOE  A  SPIEITUAL  SUBSTANCE." 


By  Jobn  Habtmann,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Says  a  Latin  pi  o  verb,  "  diffiicile  est  satyr  am  nan  scribere" ; 
but  having  too  much  esteem  for  my  respected  colleague  to  be 
satirical,  he  certainly  will  excuse  me,  if  I,  in  the  course  of  my 
writing,  shall  expose  some  of  the  mistakes  and  contradictions 
which  appear  in  his  article,  and  which  will  certainly  prevent  it 
from  having  the  effect  he  desires,  viz :  "  to  convince  even  the 
most  incredulous  that  everything  in  creation  possesses,  besides 
the  material,  a  spiritual  substance." 

The  first  mistake  Dr.  Burt  makes  is  in  selecting  for  the  old 
and  very  correctly  used  term  "  dynamic  power"  the  term  "spir- 
itual substance."  What  is  spirit?  Spirit  is  an  immaterial 
substance,  something  distinct  from  matter,  something  immaterial, 
incorporeal.  If  this  is  the  true  meaning  of  the  word,  as  I  be- 
lieve it  is,  will  Dr.  B.  explain  how  a  spiritual  substance  can  be 
like  a  natural  substance,  either  solid,  fluid,  or  aeriform?  But 
what  is  dynamic  power?  It  is  a  power  which  is  necessary  to 
move  bodies;  it  is  the  contrary  of  statics,  and  in  fact,  only 
a  part  of  mechanical  force.  We  call,  therefore,  that  theory  which 
treats  of  the  motion  of  fluid  substances,  hydro-dynamic  or  hy- 
draulic ;  while  statics  teaches  the  equilibrium  of  substance,  and 
when,  therefore,  applied  to  fluid  substances,  we  have  Hydro-ataf- 
ics.  Any  power,  therefore,  which  is  able  to  produce  any  motion 
of  bodies,  or  changes  in  matter,  even  if  this  power  be  impercep- 
ible  to  our  senses,  and  only  appreciable  by  experience  or  by 
phenomena,  is  a  dynamic  power.  Dynamics  cannot  be  separa- 
ted from  mechanics,  and  can  only  be  regarded  as  the  smallest 
particles  of  an  atom  which  possess  the  capability  of  moving 
bodies,  and  creating  changes  or  combinations  of  the  molecules 
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of  which  everything  in  creation  is  composed.  The  dynamic 
power  of  Homoeopathic  drugs  is  consequently  nothing  more 
than  the  imperceptible  atoms  of  a  substance,  which  are  capable 
of  regulating  those  abnormal  motions  of  the  molecules  of  our 
system  which  we  call  disease;  or  in  other  words,  of  inducing  a 
healing  process. 

Dr.  Burt  had  a  faint  idea  of  a  somewhat  similar  explanation, 
but  after  he  had  mounted  "the  spiritual  hobby-horse,"  he  imme- 
diately ran  counter  to  philosophical  truth  and  mixed  it  up  with 
vague  and  imaginary  doctrines.  He  says  "we  cannot  find  one 
thoroughly  educated  man  who  does  not  believe  in  a  vital  princi- 
ple ;  that  this  vital  principle  is  a  substance,  and  as  such  must 
have  a  form.  Even  thoughts  have  form."  Now,  as  I  under- 
stand the  doctor,  this  "vital  principle"  and  his  "spiritual  sub- 
stance "  must  have  form.  What  is  form  ?  It  is  the  external  ap- 
pearance of  matter,  or  a  particular  model.  Will  the  doctor  ad- 
mit that  the  vital  principle  has  an  external  appearance?  Sure- 
ly not;  because  at  another  place  he  teaches  that  "the  soul  is 
located  in  the  spiritual  body,  and  the  spiritual  body  in  the  nat- 
ural body — therefore,  the  spiritual  body  is  something  distinct 
from  the  natural,  and  can  consequently  have  no  form,  which  qual- 
ity only  belongs  to  a  natural  body." 

Concerning  the  location  of  the  soul  and  the  spirit,  it  is  very 
difficult  to  argue,  because  this  is  only  surmise,  and  a  scientific 
article  should  only  aim  at  the  enlightenment  of  its  readers,  with 
results  of  thought,  investigation  and  experiment,  and  not  with 
mere  examples,  as  those  of  the  spheres,  whereafter  the  "  sphere 
of  the  Lord  is  the  holy  spirit  which  shall  come  from,  or  is  given 
by,  the  glorified  and  ascended  person  of  Jesus  Christ."  With- 
out intending  to  wound  the  pious  feelings  of  the  doctor,  I  be- 
lieve that  such  a  citation  is  better  adapted  for  a  Sunday- 
school,  than  a  medical  periodical. 

I  fully  agree  with  Dr.  Bfs  remarks  concerning  the  trituration 
and  attenuation  of  Homoeopathic  drugs,  and  his  very  words  are 
the  best  explanation  of  the  curative  power,  even  of  the  two  hun- 
dredth attenuation,  and  it  is  entirely  inexpedient  and  unnecessary 
to  drag  the  "spiritual  substance,"  as  an  assistance  to  such  ex- 
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planation.  Very  correctly  the  doctor  says,  "  that  matter  can- 
not be  destroyed,  and  the  finer  we  triturate  the  atoms  of  the 
material  drug,  the  more  readily  they  are  absorbed  by  the  sys- 
tem." To  this  I  would  add:  that  as  the  proximate  causus  mor- 
bi  is  generally  imponderable,  therefore,  the  remedies  which  cure 
are  necessarily  given  only  in  a  similar  quantity  to  restore  the 
disturbed  equilibrium.  Headache,  for  instance  caused  by  smell- 
ing the  odor  of  flowers,  can  be  cured  by  smelling  camphor.  Di- 
arrhoea caused  by  inhaling  miasms,  can  be  removed  by  a  high 
dilution  of  veratrum;  But  after  swallowing  a  quantity  of  poi- 
son a  similar  quantity  of  its  antidote  has  to  be  prescribed. 

How  will  doctor  B.  possibly  defend  his  assertion  that  the  sub- 
stance of  man  is  different  from  that  of  the  animal  ?  Are  men, 
(speaking  of  the  material  substance),  something  else  than  ani- 
mals? If  the  doctor  would  read  Voigt's  and  Darwin's  works, 
perhaps  he  would  arrive  at  another  conclusion.  The  gradation 
of  all  creation,  beginning  in  the  mineral,. and  in  plants,  ascends 
up  to  man.  Man  occupies  the  highest  point  in  the  scale — the 
masterpiece  of  all  created  beings — and  therefore,  his  intellect 
reaches  to  the  highest  degree  of  perfection. 

According  to  the  composition  of  primitive  elements,  every 
thing  in  nature  has  a  different  shape,  form  and  quality,  and  even 
every  species  is  more  or  less  perfect  and  imperfect,  according  to 
the  natural  composition  of  elements.  The  least  derangement  in 
the  perfect  composition  of  our  body  will  soon  demonstrate  to  us 
our  relationship  with  everything  in  creation.  A  defect  in  our  ner- 
vous system  may  intellectually  degrade  us  below  an  animal,  and 
certain  abnormities  of  our  blood  will  create  either  stone  in  the 
bladder,  or  kidneys,  or  elsewhere,  or  perhaps  the  development  of 
cryptogami®  in  the  mucous  membranes.  If  we  die,  our  noble 
bodies,  "in  form  and  feature  so  express  and  admirable,"  are 
transformed  to  dust;  so  says  the  immortal  bard:  — 

*•  Imperial  Caesar  dead  and  turned  to  clay, 
May  stop  a  hole  to  keep  the  wind  away." 

The  doctor  makes  egregious  mistakes  in  his  explanations  of 
the  modus  operandi  of  curing  diseases.     He  says,  that  "  each 
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atom  of  a  material  substance  introduced  into  the  body,  has  an 
affinity  for  that  part  of  the  body  which  is  made  up  of  similar 
chemical  materials"  The  affinity  alone  is  not  sufficient  to  effect 
a  cure ;  the  drug  must  be  attracted  and  absorbed  to  have  a  cur- 
ative effect.  Similar  matter  does  not  attract  but  repulse  each 
other.  It  is  only  dissimilar  matter  that  has  the  power  of  attrac- 
tion. Positive  electricity  will  attract  negative,  but  positive  to 
positive  will  repulse.  If  we  employ  drugs  in  large  quantities, 
they  come  in  contact  with  those  parts  of  our  system  to  which 
they  have  an  affinity,  but  being  of  similar  quality  nature  endeav- 
ors to  remove  them,  because  they  act  as  a  foreign  body  which 
cannot  be  absorbed.  Ipecac,  (to  use  a  familiar  example),  has  an 
affinity  for  the  stomach,  but  if  taken  in  large  quantities  it  will 
be  ejected;  while  in  small  doses  it  will  not  only  have  the  requi- 
site affinity,  but  will  be  absorbed,  and  thus  regulate  the  abnor- 
mal condition  of  sick  stomach.  Why  is  this?  Because,  by  at- 
tenuating the  drug,  its  primitive  quality  changes.  Nitric  acid, 
for  instance,  is  negatively  electric,  but  it  becomes  positively 
electric  so  soon  as  it  is  vaporized.  This  physiological  fact  may 
explain  why  the  higher  attenuations  act  contrary  to  the  original 
drug,  and  thus  is  given  a  part  of  the  solution  of  that  seeming 
mystery, — the  Potencies.  These  potencies  have,  in  some  res- 
pect, been  the  bone  of  contention  among  Homoeopathists,  and 
the  question  of  attenuation  is  yet  exposed  to  the  violent  attacks 
of  the  Allopaths,  who  never  appreciate  the  value  of  natural 
laws  in  prescribing  their  remedies,  and  do  not  understand  how  it 
is  possible  that  an  attenuation  may  act  contrary  to  the  original 
drug. 

With  a  persistency  worthy  of  a  better  cause,  the  doctor  makes 
himself  responsible  for  a  theory  of  Dr.  Holcomb  in  endorsing 
the  supposition  that  the  attractive  power  of  Magnetism,  the 
emission  of  odors,  the  rays  of  light,  electricity,  etc.,  are  noth- 
ing but  a  spiritual  atmosphere,  and  he  attempts  to  prove  this  by 
really  very  curious  as  well  as  ludicrous  examples.  He  says 
that  "  the  dog  follows  his  master  by  being  attracted  by  this  spir- 
itual sphere;"  (we  suppose  he  follows  a  bone  when  he  is  hun- 
gry for  the  same  reason) ;  "  that  a  magnetized  person  detects  the 
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character  of  another  by  handling  a  glove  the  latter  has  worn;" 
(especially  if  "the  latter"  has  beefi  afflicted  with  the  itch,  his 
character  would  be  plainly  discovered). 

But  while  the  doctor  asserts  that  magnetism  and  electricity 
are  entirely  spiritual,  he  at  the  same  time  teaches  that  the  spir- 
itual sphere  is  nothing  but  infinitesimal  particles,  which  emanate 
from  a  body.  "Can  it  and  has  it  come  to  this,"  is  it  possible 
that  &  particle  from  a  body  can  change  to  a  spiritual  emanation? 
Is  not  this  the  greatest  contradiction,  and  a  complete  reductio 
adabsurdum,  especially  after  saying  that  "matter"  cannot  be 
destroyed,  even  if  it  is  so  "attenuated  that  we  cannot  see  it  with 
our  natural  eye?"  He  endeavors  to  compound  the  spiritual 
theory  with  the  laws  of  catalysis.  The  doctor  flounders  in  the 
midst  of  conjecture,  physics,  philosophy  and  medicine,  and  so 
often  jumps  from  false  premises  to  draw  his  own  conclusions 
that  he  reminds  me  of  the  student  in  "Faust,"  to  whom  Meph- 
istopheles  replies  in  answer  to  his  many  questions,  in  such  am- 
biguous manner,  that  the  young  man,  entirely  overwhelmed  with 
confusion,  is  obliged  to  confess — 

UI  feel  so  stupid  from  what  you've  said, 
Like  a  mill-wheel  it  whirls  in  my  head." 

In  conclusion,  I  'Would  desire  to  ask  Dr.  Burt  a  single  ques- 
tion— will  he  please  to  answer  me.  Can  the  accumulation  of 
spiritual  forces  cause  an  explosion  (not  of  thought),  as  for 
instance,  we  fird  from  the  accumulation  of  electicity  ?  1 5  the 
doctor  will  clearly  and  distinctly  reply  to  this  query,  perh  *t  *  I 
may  be  persuaded  to  enter  further  into  this  discussion ;  fo  •  t  he 
present  sapienti  sat. 


SURGERY. 


L.  H.  Willard,  M.D.,  Alleghany  City,  Editor. 


OH  THE  RELATION  OF  THEOAT  DIPHTHERIA  TO  8EPTJEMIA  AND  PYEMIA. 


By  Dr.  Th.  Billeoth,  Profeseor  of  Surgery  in  Vienna.    Translated  by  0.  A.  Jamie,  M.  Dm 

Elgin,  Illinois. 


Group  and  diphtheria  of  the  larynx  and  trachea  are  of  par- 
ticular interest  to  the  surgeon,  as  they  frequently  offer  indica- 
tions for  tracheotomy;  but  this  interest  is  still  more  enhanced 
since  hospital  gangrene  and  septic  inflammation  of  the  cellular 
tissues  are  identified  with  diphtheria,  or  at  least  they  are  consid- 
ered as  closely  related.  Some  confusion  has  been  caused  in 
regard  to  the  latter  proposition,  and  as  to  what  we  should  under- 
stand under  the  mentioned  name;  and  although  no  claims  are 
made  in  this  paper  to  present  the  subject  clearer  than  Roser  has 
done  lately,  yet  the  two  cases  to  be  cited  here  are  of  sufficient 

interest  to  be  discussed  by  the  profession. 

********** 

Diphtheria  as  an  affection  of  the  mucous  membrane  is  under- 
stood by  most  clinical  teachers  as  the  following  condition :  The 
mucous  membrane  is  swollen,  firm,  rigid;  at  first  very  red.  In 
most  cases,  beside  the  formation  of  the  rigid  infiltration  of  the 
tissue,  there  forms,  also,  a  rigid  layer  of  exudation  upon  the 
surface,  now  as  a  diffused  covering,  and  again  appearing  in  spots, 
which  are  difficult  to  loosen,  and  generally  not  without  bleeding. 
Sooner  or  later  septic  intoxication  manifests  itself,  under  which 
the  individuals  generally  succumb.  An  increase  in  temperature 
may  be  absent  entirely,  just  as  in  the  most  dangerous  septic 
phlegmon.  If  we  consider  the  membrane  of  the  throat  as  the 
part  where  diphtheria  occurs  most  frequently,  then  we  have,  in 
the  first  place,  an  independent,  epidemic-contagious  disease.  If 
pseudo  membranes  are  formed,  at  any  period,  where  the  diphthe- 
ritic symptoms  are  not  already  present,  where  the  mucous  mem- 


280  Surgery. 

brane  is  not  rigid,  and  the  general  health  not  disturbed,  and  if 
at  a  later  period  symptoms  of  genuine  diphtheria  do  appear,  then 
it  is  considered  that  diphtheria  was  developed  from  croup.  *  If 
there  is  but  little  or  nothing  of  the  pseudo  membrane  to  be  ob- 
served, or  if  at  a  later  period  they  should  be  manifested  after 
the  other  diphtheritic  symptoms  are  already  prominently  devel- 
oped, then  such  a  case  would  be  denoted  as  primary  diphtheria. 
Again,  if  we  consider  croup  as  the  first  stage  of  diphtheria,  we 
have  then  to  remark  that  the  disease  frequently  rests  there,  and 
that  such  cases  are  not  as  pernicious  in  their  contagion  as  diph- 
theria cases  without  the  croupous  condition.  According  to 
Hirsch,  who  separates  croup  from  diphtheria  entirely,  croup  is 
never. contagious,  and  never  epidemic. 

Most  of  the  children  on  whom  tracheotomy  is  performed  with- 
out good  results  die  either  from  capillary  bronchitis,  swelling  of 
the  bronchial  mucous  membrane,  with  atelectasis  of  the  lungs, 
or  because  the  croup  stage  passes  into  a  diphtheritic  process,  with 
its  septic  intoxication. 

Some  of  the  clinical  teachers  will  no  doubt  take  exception  to 
these  views,  because  some  of  them  go  so  far  as  to  consider  the 
first  stage  of  this  disease  as  catarrh,  which  eventually  developes 
itself  regularly  in  croup,  and  occasionally  in  diphtheria,* but  in 
such  a  manner  that  in  each  stage  the  process  ceases,  and  then 
the  stages  are  of  very  short  durations. 

^^  ^p  ^p  ^p  ^p  ^p  ^p  ^p  ^p  ^p 

Although  diphtheria,  as  described,  appears  as  an  independent 
process,  it  is  nevertheless  true  that  it  occurs  as  a  severe  symp- 
tom in  complication  of  various  exanthematic  and  other  infec- 
tious diseases.  Diphtheria  is  frequently  observed  in  scarlatina, 
and,  it  is  said,  it  also  occurs  in  typhus,  septaemia  and  pyaemia. 
As  to  the  latter  two  diseases,  Dr.  B.  says  he  would  have  dis- 
puted its  occurrence  up  to  a  late  date,  since  he  believed  that 
he  had  made  observations,  during  a  hospital  practice  of  fifteen 
years,  in  Berlin  and  Zuerich,  of  all  the  most  important  and  in- 
frequent complications  of  septsemia  and  pyaemia.  The  following 
cases  will  show  that  something  may  yet  be  learned. 

France  P.,  aged  sixty-five  years,  came  to  the  clinic  on  8th 
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May,  1868.  He  has  lost  the  molar  teeth  of  the  lower  jaw  when 
yet  young.  October  1867,  he  observed  first  a  slightly  blushing 
swelling  of  the  toothless  lower  jaw  in  the  region  of  the  second 
molar.  About  January,  1868,  the  swelling  was  enlarged  to  the 
size  of  a  hen's  egg,  and  was  extirpated  by  a  physician.  Soon, 
however,  a  relapse  followed,  the  swelling  appearing  deeper  in 
the  jaw,  and  pressed  the  same  apart. 

The  patient  was  a  spare  and  decrepit  man,  with  skin  and 
cellular  tissue  very  lax.  When  taken  in  the  hospital  it  was 
discovered  that  a  central  osteo-sarcoma,  as  large  as  the  yolk  of 
a  hen's  egg,  was  located  in  the  left  lower  jaw,  with  a  few  promi- 
nent ulcerations  in  the  mouth.  May  14th,  resection  of  the  dis- 
eased jaw  bone,  a  piece  one  and  a  half  inches  long.  The  wound 
is  completely  sutured.  The  patient  had  lost  considerable  blood, 
and  was  much  affected  by  narcotics;  revives  but  slowly.  On 
the  next  day  prominent  redness  and  irritable  infiltration  around 
the  wound,  with  moderate  fever,  set  in.  (Pulse  100,  tempera- 
ture 39.2.) 

During  the  succeeding  days  redness  and  inflammation  of  the 
throat  increased,  with  very  foetid  odor  from  the  mouth.  The 
severing  of  all  sutures,  frequent  cleansing  of  the  wound,  antisep- 
tic dressings,  incisions,  &c,  were  of  no  avail  to  arrest  the  ichor- 
ous infiltration.  Camphor  and  wine  also  had  no  effect  to  arouse 
the  vitality  of  the  patient. 

On  the  fourth  day  after  the  operation  unmistakable  diphthe- 
ria of  the  soft  palate  and  the  superior  portion  of  the  pharynx 
appeared,  the  velum  rigid  and  coated  with  a  thin,  grayish-yel- 
low, coagulated  layer,  but  no  dyspnoea;  collapsus,  increasing 
very  rapidly;  the  pulse  104  per  minute,  temperature  49.1. 

Patient  died  on  the  sixth  day  subsequent  to  the  operation, 
and  on  the  second  day  after  the  appearance  of  the  diphtheritic 
process. 

The  post  mortem  report  is  as  follows :  "  The  submucous  tissue 
of  the  throat  contains  an  ichorous  infiltration.  The  mucous 
membrane  of  the  pharynx  larger,  and  trachea  injected,  puffed 
up,  firm,  and  considerably  oedematic.  The  mucous  membrane 
of  the  palate  and  uvula  is  converted  into  a  dirty,  greenish  crust, 

39 


282  Surgery. 

and  that  ol  the  bronchia  is  covered  partially  with  pus,  forming 
a  deliquescent  fibrinous  membrane." 

Aside  from  the  softening  of  the  not  enlarged  spleen,  the  re- 
port of  the  section  contains  nothing  farther  relative  to  the  sep- 
tsemia  and  diphtheria. 

Second  case.     Karl  B.,  aged  forty-four  years,  butcher,  came 
to  the  hospital  October  6,  1868;  a  very  muscular  man,  of  strong 
build.     Six  days  previous  he  was  bitten  by  a  hog  in  the  right 
forearm.     The  wound,  it  is  said,  bled  profusely,  and  was  very 
painful;  the  arm  swollen.     Two  days  later  the  patient  was  very 
feverish.     At  his  entrance  to  the   hospital   inflammation   and 
fever  gradually  increased.     The  examination  showed  a  jagged 
wound,  the  size  of  a  three  cent  silver  piece,  situated  at  the 
edge  of  the  radius,  on  the  lower  third  of  the  right  arm.     In- 
tense phlegmon  of  the  forearm  and  hand,  and  upon  the  dorsal 
region  numerous  blisters  containing  serum.     Patient  had  had 
several  paroxysms  of  chill  and  fever,  which  returned  on  the 
evening  of  his  admittance  to  the  hospital,  and  also  on  the  next 
morning.     The  whole  arm  was  packed  in  ice,  and  15  grs.  of 
China  sulph.  daily  was  ordered.     On  the  8th  of  October,  six 
days  after  the  injury,  fluctuation  was  perceptible  on  several 
parts  of  the  injured  arm,  but  on  several  deep  incisions  through 
the  integument  and  fascia  nothing  but  serum  was  discharged. 
The  inflammation  continued  incessantly,  notwithstanding  the 
formation  and  discharging  of  pus,  frequent  chills  and  fever,  and 
diarrhoea.     All  remedies  were  of  no  avail.     On  14th  October 
there  was  pain  in  the  right  shoulder  joint.     On  October  15th, 
the  fifteenth  day  after  the  injury,  exarticulatio  humeri,  as  the 
last  resort.     Pus  was  found  in  the  shoulder  joint.     Diarrhoea 
continues ;  no  more  chills,  and  fever  less.     October  16th,  patient 
complained  of  difficulty  in  deglutition.     On  examination  it  was 
discovered  that  the  uvula  had  increased  to  size  of  the  small 
finger,  and  was  firm;  the  arch  and  the  posterior  wall  of  the 
pharynx  covered  with  a  thin,  dry,  adhesive  membrane.     On  the 
following  day  the  picture  of  a  throat  diphtheria  was  complete. 
Collapsus,  with  an  increase  of  the  fever  followed.     Patient  died 
October  18th  at  noon,  the  eighteenth  day  after  the  injury,  and 
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the  second  day  subsequent  to  the  appearance  of  diphtheria.  The 
wound  made  by  the  operation  was  flaccid,  without  redness,  and 
with  no  coagulated  exudation. 

The  following  are  the  interesting  points  in  the  report  of  the 
obduction:  "The  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth,  the  palate 
and  the  pharynx  covered  with  a  yellow-whitish  layer,  which  is 
quite  adhesive.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  larynx,  the 
trachea  and  the  larger  bronchia,  are  covered  with  a  white,  thin, 
croupy  membrane,  the  uvula  much  enlarged  and  infiltrated. 
Both  lungs  bloated,  containing  much  pigment  and  little  blood; 
the  lower  edge  of  the  right  inferior  lobe  compressed,  void  of  air, 
and  an  abundance  of  blood ;  the  spleen  nearly  double  its  size, 
atheromatous,  and  soft. — [M.  B.  Allg.  Horn.  Ztg.,  S.  13,  14 
and  15. 


THE    NON-BANDAGING    SPLINT. 


By  Bushrod  W.  Jamb,  M.D.,  Philadelphia. 


The  inconvenience  and  trouble  always  arising  in  dressing  com- 
pound and  other  fractures  with  the  roller,  induced  me  to  bring 
out  this  form  of  splint;  and  while  having  it  made,  the  thought 
of  the  great  freedom  to  circulation  of  air  around  the  part, 
suggested  itself,  and  I  further  assisted  this  advantage,  by  having 
several  additional  holes  bored  in  the  splints  themselves. 

The  splints  are  made  of  vulcanite  or  hard  rubber,  which  has 
the  property  of  lightness,  and  also  is  very  strong  even  in  very 
thin  sheets,  and  it  can,  by  being  heated  over  a  hot  fire  or  in  the 
flame  of  a  gas  light  (hot  water  will  not  soften  it  as  it  does  gutta- 
percha), be  molded,  after  a  little  experience  is  had  in  the  use  of 
it,  to  suit  the  conformation  of  any  extremity  or  other  part  of 
the  body.  Then  after  you  have  given  the  proper  form  to  the 
splint,  by  plunging  it  into  cold  water  it  sets  instantly  and  be- 
comes hard  in  the  form  you  have  given  it. 
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In  making  the  non-bandaging  splint  for  the  leg,  thigh,  arm 
or  fore-arm,  &c,  two  pieces  of  the  vulcanite  will  be  required 
and  adapted  in  length  to  the  part  to  be  supported.  For 
illustration  I  will  take  the  fore-arm.  Adapt  the  splint  with  the 
hand  semi-pronated,  or  with  the  thumb  looking  directly  upwards. 
Gut  a  piece  of  vulcanite  long  enough  to  extend  from  just  below 
the  inner  bend  of  the  elbow  to  the  tips  of  the  fingers,  and  then 
cut  another  to  extend  from  the  wrists,  carpo-metacarpal  junc- 
tion, up  to  the  olecranon  process  of  the  ulna.  Make  them  in 
width  about  one  and-a-half  or  two  inches  wider  than  the  fore- 
arm will  be,  when  compressed  between  the  splints.  Now,  take 
the  longest  piece  and  heat  the  upper  part,  and  give  its  edges  a 
slight  curve,  so  as  to  be  somewhat  adapted  to  the  bulge  of  the 
muscles  of  the  part ;  cool  it,  and  then  heat  the  lower  part,  con- 
tinuing the  slight  curve  of  each  edge,  on  down  to  the  wrist, 
then  bend  the  splint  across  the  fiat  at  the  point  where  the 
wrist  comes  against  it,  a  little  inwards,  while  the  edge  that  comes 
against  the  metacarpal  of  the  thumb,  will  be  given  quite  a  flare 
or  bend  in  the  opposite  direction  to  the  curve  at  the  upper  part 
of  the  splint,  sufficient  to  allow  the  thumb  to  rest  easily  and  freely 
against  it.  Then  give  the  whole  body  of  the  remaining  lower 
end  of  the  splint  a  curve  outwards,  with  the  extreme  end  inwards, 
so  as  to  fit  the  hollow  of  the  hand  when  the  hand  is  about  half 
closed.  This  enables  the  hand  to  grasp  around  the  lower  end 
of  the  splint,  and  prevents  its  slipping  down,  if  there  even  could 
any  such  result  follow  after  a  splint  is  properly  curved  above, 
while  at  the  same  time  it  insures  great  freedom  to  the  use  of  the 
fingers. 

Then,  take  the  short  splint  and  heat  it  well  over,  curving  the 
edges  slightly  inwards,  while  a  slight  outward  bend  of  the  lower 
end  of  the  splint  is  given  at  the  wrist,  so  that  the  motion  of  the 
hand  will  not  abrade  the  skin  at  this  point.  This  done,  bore  a 
series  of  holes  (with  a  lathe,  if  you  have  one  in  your  neighbor- 
hood, as  it  can  be  accomplished  much  quicker  than  in  any  other 
way)  along  the  under  edge  of  each  splint,  half  an  inch  from  the 
edge,  and  about  three-quarters  of  an  inch  or  an  inch  apart. 
Then  make  another  series  of  holes  along  the  upper  margin,  half 
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an  inch  from  the  edge,  and  with  a  rasp  file  cut  down  to  them 
from  the  upper  edge  in  a  Y-shaped  cut,  leaving  a  slight  hook  on 
the  alternate  side  of  each  hole,  thus  making  a  series  of  upright 
hooked  projections  along  the  upper  margin  of  each  splint.  One 
hole  at  the  carpal  end,  as  well  as  the  elbow  end,  of  each  splint, 
on  its  upper  margin,  should  be  left  uncut.  Next  bore  three  or 
four  large  holes  along  the  body  of  the  splint  for  ventilation.  In 
applying  it,  run  a  shoe  lace  or  cord  along  through  the  holes  on 
the  under  edges  of  the  splints,  and  lace  them  like  lacing  a  shoe, 
and  tie  the  ends  of  the  lace  together;  then  tie  a  cord  about 
three  inches  long  to  the  hole  at  the  upper  edge  of  the  outer 
splint ;  then  take  a  long  shoe  lace  or  cord  and  tie  one  end  to  the 
hole  left  at  the  upper  end  of  the  outer  splint.  Thus  you  have 
your  splints  made  and  ready  for  application,  and  you  can  proba- 
bly use  the  same  splints  on  the  next  fifty  or  hundred  adult  cases 
of  fracture  of  any  part  of  the  forearm  you  may  meet  with,  sim- 
ply by  changing  the  curves  a  little,  according  to  the  peculiar 
shape  or  size  of  any  special  forearm.  In  putting  on  the  splints, 
slip  the  forearm  between  them,  and  then  take  the  long,  loose  cord 
of  the  upper  edge  and  slip  it  through  the  hole  at  the  upper  end 
of  the  opposite  splint  to  which  it  is  tied,  and  then  run  it  over 
and  around  each  opposite  alternate  upright  projection,  so  that 
the  string  makes  a  series  of  parallelogram  shaped  spaces  all  the 
way  down  the  splints.  Tighten  the  cord  as  much  as  you  require 
as  you  go  down  the  splints.  Finally  run  the  cord  through  the 
remaining  hole  at  the  lower  end  of  the  inside  splint,  and  tie  it  to 
the  short,  loose  end  you  tied  on  to  the  carpal  end  of  the  outer 
splint,  and  its  application  is  completed.  It  can  be  untied  and 
loosened  in  an  instant,  and  removed,  and  can  be  reapplied  in 
about  the  same  length  of  time,  while  the  arm  can  be  watched 
during  the  whole  progress  of  the  union,  which  is  a  great  con- 
sideration in  compound  cases,  for  a  hole  can  be  cut  in  the  splint 
corresponding  to  the  seat  of  the  injury  in  the  soft  parts. 

In  padding  the  splint  surgeons'  lint  will  be  found  an  excellent 
article,  as  it  does  not  pack  down  like  raw  cotton. 
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HIGHLY  IHTEEESTING  OOBBESPOIDEHOE. 


Letter  from  Prof.  J.  KAFKA,  M.  D.,  at  Prague,  to  Dr.  JOHN   HART  MANX. 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopath y. 


My  Dear  Colleague  : — I  am  really  very  sorry  that  it  has  been 
impossible  for  me  to  answer  your  valuable  letter  sooner.  At  the  time 
your  letter  arrived  I  was  absent  from  town,  and  since  I  returned 
professional  and  other  business  has  so  entirely  absorbed  my  time  that 
I  could  not  sooner  give  you  the  information  you  desired. 

The  picture-you  have  drawn  in  such  colours  about  the  spirited  action 
of  the  homoeopathic  physicians  in  America,  is  very  gratifying.  The 
details  are  partly  known  to  me  and  they  are  proof  of  their  great 
energy,  perseverance  and  love  of  a  good  cause.  Only  by  unity  aud 
harmonious  action  cau  great  results  be  attained,  only  by  an  inspired 
and  zealous  activity  can  we  reach  our  greatest  aims.  The  circumstan- 
ces in  the  graater  part  of  Europe  generally  and  in  Germany  especially. 
I  am  sorry  to  confess,  are  of  such  character  that  the  present  position 
of  homoeopathy  is  far  behind  if  compared  with  the  gigantic  strides 
that  Homoeopathy  has  made  in  America.  An  apathy  almost  of  a 
morbid  character,  an  indifference  which  can  scarcely  be  conquered  has 
been  prevalent  among  German  Homoeopathists.  The  consequence 
of  this  weak  state  of  things  is  in  a  high  degree  already  felt, 
and  the  disposition  to  unity  is  very  slow.  The  Central  Society  of 
Homoeopathic  Physicians  in  Germany  numbers  about  three  hundred 
members.  They  have  yearly  meetings  at  different  places  and  keep  a 
standing  polyclinic  at  Leipsic.  In  accordance  with  a  proposition  of 
mine,  a  professor  has  been  installed  there  who  delivers  lectures  for  fee,**. 
He  has  every  year  to  offer  a  prize  for  the  best  articles  on  Physiolo- 
gical Pharmacodynamics  and  on  Special  Therapeutics,  and  besides  this. 
he  is  empowered  to  collect  contributions  for  a  Homoeopathic  hospital. 
His  publishing  organ  is  the  "  Allgemeine  Homoeopathische  Zeitung " 
edited  by  Dr.  Veit  Meyer.  The  Society  of  Physicians  of  the  Rhine 
and  Westphalia  have  their  yearly  meetings  at  Dortmund,  where 
scientific  lectures  and  discussions  are  the  rule  of  the  day.  The  Society 
"  Hahnemania,"  at  Stuttgart,  is  composed  of  Homoeopathic  physi- 
cians and  laymen,  and  has,  yearly,  a  general  meeting  at  Stuttgart. 
A  similar  association  exists  at  Annaberg,  in  Saxony,  which  has  about 
seven  hundred  members,  meets  monthly  and  even  oftener,  and  popular 
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lectures  are  there  delivered  on  Homoeopathy.  Of  local  societies  I  have 
to  mention  the  Society  of  Physiological  and  Specific  Medical  Art  of 
Healing,  at  Munich ;  the  Free  Society  of  Homoeopathy,  at  Leipsic ; 
the  Society  of  Homoeopathic  Physicians,  at  Dresden;  Society  of 
Homoeopathic  Physicians  of  Austria,  at  Vienna ;  Society  of  Homoeo- 
pathic Physicians  of  Hungary,  at  Pesth. 

In  this  latter  city,  not  long  ago,  a  resolution  was  passed  in  both 
Houses  of  the  Kingdom  of  Hungary,  to  erect  a  chair  for  Homoeopathy 
and  establish  a  clinic.  This  resolution  was  passed  in  spite  of  all 
remonstrances  by  the  Minister  of  Education.  The  very  interesting 
discussion  about  this  matter  you  can  find  fully  printed  in  the  "  Allge- 
meine  Horn.  Zeitung,"  and  in  the  "  Horn.  Zeitschrift  for  Horn.  Clinic," 
edited  by  Dr.  B.  Hirschel.  In  Vienna  there  are  three  Homoeopathic 
hospitals  where  no  lectures  are  given.  Besides  these,  there  is  one 
hospital  at  Linz,  one  at  Stein,  in  Lower  Austria,  and  one  at  Gyoen- 
yaes,  in  Hungary.  In  all  these  hospitals  no  provisions  are  made  for 
delivering  clinical  lectures.  In  all  Universities  in  Germany,  there  is 
a  want  of  Homoeopathic  professors;  the  consequence  of  which  is, 
that  the  increase  of  Homoeopathic  physicians  is  very  slow,  an  evil 
which  is  very  much  felt.  Our  share  of  patients  is  very  large,  and  the 
most  of  them  belong  to  the  better  classes ;  the  Homoeopathic  physi- 
cians, therefore,  are  everywhere  overloaded  with  business,  and  have, 
consequently,  very  little  time  to  do  much  for  Homoeopathy  as  a 
science.  For  the  same  reason  we  have  a  great  many  popular  and  only 
a  very  few  really  scientific  medical  writings  on  Homoeopathy ;  and  for 
the  same  reason  very  few  practitioners  take  interest  in  writing  for 
journals,  and  the  daily  press  has  been  little  resorted  to  for  such  publi- 
cations of  late  years.  Besides  the  two  above-mentioned  periodicals,  we 
have  popular  medical  journals,  started  for  the  purpose  of  propagating 
Homoeopathy,  of  which  the  one  is  edited  by  Dr.  Lorbacher,  at  Leipsic, 
and  the  other  by  Dr.  Bolle,  at  Pater  born. 

By  the  Universities,  Homoeopathy  is,  in  some  respects,  entirely  ig- 
nored. According  to  the  existing  laws,  we  could  have  professors  at 
each  University,  but  we  have  not  the  right  kind  of  men.  Notwith- 
standing that  all  my  time  is  occupied  by  my  extensive  practice,  I 
would  have  taken  a  professorship,  if  we  only  had,  for  practical  demon- 
strations, even  a  small  Homoeopathic  clinic;  without  which  the 
lecturing  on  Homoeopathy  would  be  fruitless.  The  lectures  of  the 
deceased  professor,  Altachul,  have  injured  Homoeopathy  a  great  deal. 
Almost  in   legions  the  students  came  to  him  from  all  parts  of  the 
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world,  and  in  legions  they  left  again,  because  he  was  unable,  for  want 
of  a  hospital,  to  demonstrate  what  he  taught.  Besides  this,  he  had 
much  to  suffer  from  unkind,  and  sometimes,  extreme  critics,  on  ac- 
count of  his  adherence  to  obsolete  principles  of  the  Homoeopathic 
practice,  which  made  the  professorship  very  disagreeable  to  him. 

If  you  have  read  my  responses  to  Dr.  Lorbacher's  criticisms  on  my 
work  on  Therapeutics,  in  "  Allgemeine  Horn.  Zeitung,"  of  this  year, 
then  you  have  found  how  much  I  differ  in  my  views  about  Homoe- 
opathy with  a  great  many  other  physicians,  because  I  tried  to  occupy 
the  stand-point  of  modern  science.  We  shall  endeavor  to  gain  not 
only  laymen  for  our  cause,  but  physicians.  Therefore  I  believe  you 
have,  in  America,  taken  hold  of  the  right  end  and  have  erected 
Medical  Colleges.  Only  by  teaching  and  demonstrating  Homoeopathy 
can  we  obtain  the  advantage  over  our  opponents.  This  is  about 
all  I  have  to  communicate  at  this  time.  If  this  letter  should  arrive 
too  late  for  your  report,  then  I  have  no  objection  to  your  having  my 
remarks  printed  in  any  one  of  your  medical  journals. 

I  am  happy  to  have  had  the  opportunity  to  make  your  acquaintance, 
and  would  be  glad  if  you  would  honor  me  again  with  a  letter.  I 
would  be  very  much  pleased  if  the  society,  of  which  you  are  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary  for  Germany,  would  honor  me  with  membership. 
Please  give  all  our  colleagues  my  respectful  greetings. 

I  remain,  yours  truly, 

J.  Kafka. 

P.  S.  I  almost  forgot  to  answer  two  questions  you  put.  The  one 
is  about  the  dilutions.  Rhineland  and  Westphalia  are  the  seats  of 
the  High-potency-men,  though  we  find  plenty  of  them  in  North  Ger- 
many, as  well.  But  the  majority  of  Homoeopathists  in  Germany  use 
only  the  lower  dilutions,  the  3-6-30.  They  very  seldom  go  above  the 
30th.  I,  myself,  use  these  potencies,  and  only  in  cases  of  very  great 
sensibility  I  prescribe  the  higher  potencies.  After  many  trials  and 
experiments  I  could  not  be  convinced  that  the  higher  potencies  should 
have  a  better  effect  than  the  lower;  on  the  contrary,  in  many  cases,  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  lower  and  middle  potencies  develop 
their  curative  power  sooner  than  the  high  potencies. 

With  our  medical  provings  it  is  the  same  as  with  our  journals; 
while  the  latter  is  in  a  morbid  stage  the  other  suffers  from  a  paralytic 
affection.  All  the  committees  for  provings  have,  for  several  years 
past,  shown  no  activity  whatsoever,  and  I  believe  for  want  of  interest 
shown  them.     If  we  sometimes  hear  something  of  new  provings,  it  is 
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the  result  of  trials  made  by  some  one  who  did  not  hesitate  to  give  his 
time  for  proving  drugs  on  himself.  The  gain  by  this  is  very  small, 
but  is  always  reported  in  the  "  Allgemeine  Horn.  Zeitung." 

For  intermittent  fever  there  is  quinia,  the  king  of  all  remedies.  If 
the  sulphate  of  quinia  is  not  sufficient,  we  give  the  bi-sulphate.  The 
latter  is,  in  its  effects,  more  radical.  In  the  earliest  times,  trials  were 
made  with  brucia,  with  the  intention  of  avoiding  quinia ;  but  the  re- 
sults were  not  very  satisfactory,  and  so  quinia  is  yet  predominant. 

With  friendship,  yours,  J.  K. 


Western  Homoeopathic  Observer. 

ST.  LOUIS,  MISSOURI,  SEPTEMBER,  1870. 


_  To  insure  publication,  articles  mast  be  practical,  brief  mm  possible  to  do  justice  to  the  sub- 
ject, and  carefully  prepared,  so  as  to  require  little  revision. 

49*  Readers  of  the  Obskbvkk  will  oblige  the  Editor  if  they  will  forward  copies  of  local  news- 
papers, or  similar  matters  of  importance  to  the  profession,  all  such  will  be  thankfully  acknowl- 
edged. 

49*  Physicians  having  changed  their  locations,  or  desiring  to  remove  from  one  portion  of  the 
country  to  another,  will  please  communicate  with  the  Editor,  that  he  may  note  the  same.  Rec- 
ords of  marriages  and  deaths  of  physicians,  and  other  personal  news,  will  also  be  received  and 
noticed. 

49"  All  exchanges,  books  and  pamphlets  must  be  addressed  to  the  Editor,  No.  1418  Washing- 
ton Avenue. 


EDITORIAL. 


In  our  last  issue  appeared  an  article  on  "  Fractures  of  the  head  of  the 
Humerus/'  without  the  author's  name  attached.  This  was  an  over- 
sight, and  happened  thus:  the  article,  together  with  that  on  "Frac- 
ture of  the  Olecranon/'  were  combined  in  one  essay  and  published 
together  in  a  pamphlet,  by  Dr.  E.  A.  Clark,  then  the  resident  physi- 
cian to  the  St.  Louis  City  Hospital,  whose  ingenuity  and  skill  in  de- 
vising and  adapting  surgical  appliances,  has  rendered  his  name  al- 
ready familiar  to  the  readers  of  the  Observer.  By  permission  of 
the  author,  we  were  allowed  to  reprint  the  articles  in  question,  but  be- 
ing pressed  for  space  in  the  June  number  we  were  obliged  to  omit  the 
last  portion  of  the  article  by  Dr.  Clark.  It,  however,  remained  "  set 
up/'  and  was  turned  over  to  the  July  and  August  number  as  it  stood, 
of  course  without  the  author's  name.     We  deem  it  right  to  make  this 
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explanation,  because  in  Surgical  Science,  (and  we  are  sorry  to  ac- 
knowledge the  fact)  there  are  many  who  barrow  from  their  friends 
and  give  them  no  credit.  We  hope  that  these  remarks  will  cause  our 
readers  to  turn  to  the  article  in  question  and  read  it  over  again,  and 
not  only  remember  the  simple  contrivance  which  is  so  easily  applied, 
bnt  that  Dr.  E.  A.  Clark  is  the  originator  of  the  same. 


We  are  glad  to  note  that  the  pamphlet  on  Encephaloid  Disease,  is 
from  Bushrod  W.  James,  M.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  an  enterprising  and 
skillful  young  surgeon. 

Dr.  D.  R.  Luyties,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine in  the  St.  Louis  College  of  Homoeopathic  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
is  now,  with  his  family,  absent  in  Europe.  He  will  return  in  due  time 
to  resume  his  duties  as  both  professor  and  physician. 


DB.  FRAHKUK'8  RESIGHATIOH. 

We  have  received  a  communication  from  Professor  Franklin,  re- 
questing the  publication  "with  date"  of  his  resignation  as  Professor 
of  Surgery  in  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  Missouri.  The 
doctor,  in  the  paper,  gives  his  reasons  for  resigning,  and  after  his  long 
and  laborious  connection  with  the  old  College,  his  <(  wisdom  and  judg- 
ment" in  the  step  taken  are  certainly  shown.  In  order  to  render  the 
new  sohool  more  successful,  the  Doctor  has  arranged  with  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  St.  Louis  College  of  Homoeopathic  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  by  which  the  premises  occupied  by  the  old  College  and  to 
which  he  holds  the  legal  title,  will  be  purchased,  and  he  has  kindly 
offered  to  use  all  his  influence  toward  the  establishment  of  one  large 
sohool  in  the  city  of  St  Louis. 

The  resignation  is  as  follows: 

St.  Louis,  April  13th,  1870. 
To  the  Trustees  of  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  Missouri : 

M  kssrs  : — I  beg  leave  through  the  Registrar  to  tender  your  honor- 
orable  body  my  resignation  of  the  Chair  of  Surgery,  and  while  I  feel 
thankful  for  the  honor  conferred,  and  have  tried  to  fulfil  the  impor- 
tant trusts  confided  to  we,  I  am  convinced  that  the  continuance  of 
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this  Institution  under  the  present  embarrassing  circumstances,  will 
necessarily  eventuate  in  further  pecuniary  loss  and  professional  dis- 
honor, alike  injurious  to  the  friends  of  the  Institution  and  its  staff  of 
teachers. 

Trusting  that  the  wisdom  and  judgment  of  the  Board  will  appreci- 
ate the  necessity  of  consolidating  the  rival  interests  of  the  two  schools 
in  one  creditable  College,  alike  conservative  of  the  interests  of 
Homoeopathy  and  the  good  of  the  profession  here  and  elsewhere, 

I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  Franklin. 


-*-•-*- 


PBOOEEDIH  OS  OF  THE 

AMERICAN  INSTITUTE  OF  HOMOEOPATHY. 


Chicago,  Jane  7th,  8th,  9th  and  10th,  1870;  oondensed  from  the  Dally  Bulletin  of  the  bnxstigator, 
by  J.  8.  Read,  M.  Dn  St  Louis.   Concluded  from  August  Number. 


FOURTH  DAY. 

The  Institute  was  called  to  order  at  10  A.  M.  by  the  President,  D. 
Thayer,  M.  D.,  of  Boston,  Mass. 

The  Chair  announced  that  the  first  business  in  order  would  be  on 
the  subject  of  Medical  Education. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Lilienthal,  of  New  York,  the  report  of  Dr.  Clarke 
was  postponed  to  the  meeting  of  the  Institute  of  next  year. 

COMMITTEE  ON  ARRANGEMENT. 

W.  Williamson,  M.  DM  Philadelphia; 
H.  N.  Guernsey,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia; 
R.  J.  MoClatchey,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia; 

B.  W.  James,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia; 
M.  Friese,  M.  D.,  Harrisburg; 

J.  C.  Burgher,  M.  D.,  Pittsburgh, 

M.  Cote,  M.  D.,  Pittsburgh; 

J.  F.  Cooper,  M.  D.,  Alleghany  City; 

W.  J.  Blakely,  M.  D.,  Erie; 

R.  Faulkner,  M.  D.,  Erie; 

W.  C.  Doane,  M.  D.,  Williamsport; 

C.  H.  Haeseler,  M.  D.,  Pottsville; 
Jos.  E.  Jones,  M.  D.,  West  Chester; 
C.  Preston,  M.  D.,  Chester; 

C  A.  Stevens,  M.  D.,  Scran  ton; 
Thomas  Moore,  M.  D.,  German  town; 
A.  R.  Thomas,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia; 
O.  B*  Oause,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia. 
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The  Chair  announced  as  Orator  for  next  year,  Dr.  T.  P.  Wilson,  of 
Cleveland,  0.;  as  Alternate,  Dr.  G.  D.  Beebe,  of  Chicago.  Addition- 
al to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence,  the  name  of  Dr.  Sam- 
uel Lilienthal,  of  New  York. 

REPORT  ON   MEDICAL  EDUCATION. 

Dr.  G.  D.  Beebe,  from  the  Committee  on  Medical  Education,  pre- 
sented a  report,  of  which  the  following  is  a  summary : 

1.  No  medical  school  can  make  good  progress  without  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  buildings,  laboratory,  libraries,  dissecting-rooms,  and  hos- 
pitals for  clinical  studies. 

2.  The  studies  should  be  graded. 

3.  Chairs  in  medical  schools  should  be  filled  by  men  of  ability; 
no  other  consideration  should  be  held  sufficient  to  cause  an  appoint- 
ment. 

4.  Volunteer  lecturers  should  be  in  readiness  to  supply  vacancies, 
and  to  lecture  on  minor  branches. 

5.  These  Institutions  should  be  endowed  with  sums  that  would 
enable  them  to  secure  the  best  professors  from  any  distance. 

•  6.  Preliminary  education :  Full  classical  course,  or  a  good  English 
education  and  course  of  Latin;  knowledge  of  one  living  language,  so 
as  to  be  able  to  read  and  write  it  correctly  and  with  ability. 

7.  Medical  education :  Progress  to  be  decided  by  questions  and 

frequent  examinations  during  a  three  or  four  years'  course.  Exami- 
nation should  be  by  written  questions;  answers  to  be  in  writing. 

8.  Physically  he  should  be  strong.  Feeble  men  should  not  study 
medicine,  as  they  have  seldom  the  ability  to  attain  eminence. 

9.  The  standard  should  be  high,  and  no  diplomas  should  be  grant- 
ed to  those  who  in  any  way  fall  below  an  examination. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Dake,  the  report  was  accepted  and  referred. 

Dr.  0.  B.  Gause,  of  Philadelphia:  I  would  like  to  inquire  just  the 
value  and  foroe  of  the  acceptance  of  the  report  of  a  committee. 

Does  it  mean  necessarily  that  we  endorse  it  ? 

The  President :  No,  sir ;  not  in  this  case,  because  it  is  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Publication ;  otherwise  the  acceptance  of  a  report 
is  the  adoption  of  the  measures  proposed  by  said  report.  Where  a 
report  ends  with  a  resolution,  the  acceptance  of  the  report  adopts  the 
resolution,  and  the  house  carries  it  out. 


American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy.  293 

Dr.  Beebe :  I  move  that  the  committee  be  discharged.  It  seems  to 
me  unnecessary  to  tax  the  Institute  every  year  with  a  report  upon  this 
subject.  Perhaps  now  the  Institute  is  prepared,  with  the  report 
brought  forward  last  year,  and  the  report  which  was  read  on  yester- 
day, to  aot  upon  this  subject,  if  it  desire  to  act;  and  that  their  time 
may  not  be  consumed  next  year,  I  move  that  this  committee  be  dis- 
charged.    Carried. 

Dr.  Dunham,  of  New.  York,  from  the  Committee  on  Conference 
with  Professors  of  Medical  Colleges,  reported  the  following  recom- 
mendations : 

1.  Applicants  for  matriculation  in  a  homoeopathic  medical  college 
shall  pass  examination  in  a  thorough  English  education,  embracing 
chemistry  and  botany,  together  with  a  knowledge  of  the  rudiments  of 
the  Latin  language.  Graduates  of  academies  or  colleges  shall  not  be 
required  to  submit  to  this  examination. 

2.  The  homoeopathic  medical  colleges  shall,  as  soon  as  possible, 
adopt  a  curriculum  of  a  three  years'  course  of  study,  comprising  three 
terms  of  lectures,  which  terms  shall  be  graduated  as  to  their  subject — 
the  first  comprising  elementary  branches,  and  the  second  and  third 
the  more  advanced  and  practical  branches  of  medical  science.  And 
each  term  shall  embrace  not  less  than  eighteen  weeks.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  the  second  and  third  terms,  there  shall  be  an  examination 
on  the  subjects  taught  during  the  first  and  second  terms,  which  exami- 
nation, if  successfully  passed,  shall  be  final  as  regards  those  subjects. 
Students  who  have  attended  lectures  in  other  medical  colleges  and 
graduates  of  classical  colleges,  shall  submit  to  similar  examinations, 
and  may  enter  the  class  for  which  they  are  found  to  be  qualified. 

3.  The  curriculum  of  study  in  a  homoeopathic  medical  college 
shall  embrace  the  following  subjects :  Anatomy  in  all  its  branches, 
chemistry  and  toxicology,  physiology  and  histology,  materia  medica, 
pharmacy  and  botany,  surgery  in  all  its  branches,  institutes  and  prac- 
tice of  medicine,  general  and  special  pathology  and  diagnostics,  ob- 
stetrics, gynecology  and  pathology,  psychological  medicine  and  medi- 
cal jurisprudence.  Surgery,  practice  and  obstetrics  should  be  abun- 
dantly illustrated  by  clinics. 

4.  The  number  of  professors  to  each  medical  college  should  be 
greatly  increased  beyond  the  usual  number,  in  order  that  the  division 
of  labor  thereby  attained  may  render  practicable  the  recommendations 
already  made  respecting  the  terms  and  curriculum  of  study,  and  in 
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order  that  specialism  in  teaching  may  be  introduced  as  far  as  practicable. 

5.  Graduates  of  other  medical  colleges  may  receive  a  diploma  from 
a  homoeopathic  medical  college  upon  satisfactorily  passing  an  examina- 
tion before  the  faculty  in  all  the  branches  embraced  in  the  curriculum 
of  subjects  taught  in  the  college. 

6.  Where  practicable,  examination  for  the  degree  of  doctor  of 
medicine  should  be  conducted  in  public,  and  especially  in  the  presence 
of  a  board  of  censors,  not  less  than  three  in  number,  each  of  whom 
shoHld  be  a  member  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy. 

7.  The  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy  disapproves  the  grant- 
ing of  special  degrees. 

8.  The  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy  approves  and  recom- 
mends efforts  to  secure  the  endowment  of  homoeopathic  colleges,  pro- 
fessorships and  scholarships. 

J.  P.  Dake,  M.  D.,  moved  that  the  report  be  accepted,  adopted  and 
referred. 

A  long  discussion  on  this  report  ensued,  which  was  participated  in 
by  Drs.  Williamson,  Gause,  Lilienthal,  Dunham,  Franklin,  Dake, 
Lord,  Morse,  Woodruff,  Clark,  Wilson,  Morrison,  Talbot,  Haeseler, 
Holt,  Beebe,  McManus,  Youlin,  Buck,  Patchin,  Ludlam,  and  others. 

W.  D.  Payne,  M.  D.,  Bath,  Me.,  offered  the  following,  which  were 
unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  sincere  thanks  of  this  institute  be  and  are 
hereby  tendered  to  its  presiding  officers  for  the  very  able,  efficient  and 
satisfactory  manner  in  which  they  have  discharged  their  respective 
duties;  to  the  subordinate  officers  and  bureau  committees  for  the  faith- 
ful manner  in  which  they  have  discharged  the  duties  belonging  to 
their  several  offices,  and  especially  to  Dr.  Duncan  and  to  those  mem- 
bers of  the  profession  of  Chicago  (the  Committee  of  Arrangements) 
who  have  been  unwearied  in  their  efforts  to  have  our  proceedings  faith- 
fully and  correctly  reported  and  published  daily  in  the  "  Medical  In- 
vestigator" extra. 

Resolved,  That,  both  collectively  and  individually,  we  tender  to  the 
homoeopathic  physicians  of  Chicago  our  hearty  and  sincere  thanks  for 
the  cordial  manner  in  which  they  have  received  and  sustained  the 
American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy  during  its  present  session;  the 
citizens  for  their  kind  and  courteous  bearing  toward  us  during  our 
stay  among  them;  and  to  the  press  of  Chicago,  who  have  faithfully 
and  impartially  reported  our  proceedings. 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  Scales,  of  Massachusetts,  the  Institute  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  officers,  with  the  following  result : 

President — D.  H.  Beckwith,  M.  D.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Vice-President — J.  T.  Temple,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

General  Secretary — R.  Ludlam,  M.  D.,  Chicago. 

Provisional  Secretary — T.  C.  Duncan,  M.  D.,  Chicago. 

Treasurer — E.  M.  Kellogg,  M.  D.,  New  York. 

Censors — F.  B.  McManus,  M.  D.,  Baltimore;  L.  E.  Obor,  M.  D., 
LaCrosse,  Wis.;  O.  D.  Beebe,  M.  D.,  Chicago;  B.  J.  McClatchey, 
M.  D.,  Philadelphia;  T.  P.  Wilson,  M.  D.,  Cleveland. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Morse  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  send  copies 
of  the  daily  proceedings  ("Medical  Investigator"  extra)  to  absent 
members  who  have  paid  their  dues,  and  of  the  fourth  day  to  those  who 
leave  to-day,  at  the  expense  of  the  Institute. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Foote,  of  New  York,  the  Institute  then  adjourned 
to  meet  in  Philadelphia  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  June,  1871. 


-»•  ♦  •♦• 


DEATH  OF  PROFESSOR  GRAEFE. 


We  are  pleased  to  lay  before  our  readers  a  few  items  taken  from 
the  daily  press,  concerning  the  death  of  the  distinguished  oculist, 
Graefe : 

Professor  Albrecht  von  Graefe,  said  to  be  the  greatest  oculist  who 
ever  lived,  died  at  Berlin  last  Thursday,  of  consumption,  in  his  forty- 
second  year.  He  was  born  in  Berlin  in  1828,  and  commenced  study- 
ing medicine  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen  at  the  university  of  that  city, 
where  his  father  was  a  celebrated  professor  of  surgery.  From  1848 
to  1851  he  traveled  with  a  view  of  seeing  the  hospitals  of  Prague, 
Vienna  and  Paris.  He  sojourned  at  the  French  capital  about  two 
years,  and  it  was  principally  due  to  his  intimate  acquaintance  with 
Dr.  Sichel  and  Professor  Desmarres,  the  two  greatest  oculists  of  those 
times,  that  he  devoted  himself  to  a  branch  of  surgery  in  which  he 
soon  became  the  head  of  all  his  colleagues. 

In  1853  Dr.  Graefe  became  attached  to  the  university  of  Berlin. 
He  at  the  same  time  established  a  private  hospital  and  clinic  for  dis- 
eases of  the  eye,  which  soon  received  such  a  celebrity  that  it  was  con- 
stantly filled  with  patients  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  with  stu- 
dents of  medicine,  and  even  practical  physicians  and  surgeons  who 
intended  to  devote  themselves  especially  to  the  treatment  of  the 
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various  diseases  of  the  eye.  The  immense  wealth  left  to  Professor 
Graefe  by  his  father,  permitted  him  to  establish  his  hospital  on  the 
most  liberal  principles.  The  expenses  for  board  were  less  than  in  a 
third  class  hotel,  and  there  was  no  charge  made  for  medical  treatment. 
The  poor  did  not  pay  for  their  board,  while  those  who  had  the  means 
paid  what  they  pleased  for  the  professor's  attendance.  He  had  an  in- 
come of  upwards  of  $100,000  per  annum  from  his  practice.  In  1859 
the  king  invited  him  to  visit  his  sister,  the  Empress  of  Russia,  who 
suffered  from  an  affection  of  her  eyes,  and  was  advised  by  her  physi- 
cian to  pass  the  winter  months  at  Nice.  He  remarked  to  the  king 
that  he  had  six  hundred  patients  suffering  worse  than  the  empress, 
and  requiring  his  presence  at  Berlin.  The  king,  however,  insisted, 
and  permitted  Professor  Graefe  to  stipulate  his  own  terms,  whereupon 
the  professor  agreed  to  go  to  Nice  if  the  king  would  purchase  an  im- 
mense building  joining  his  hospital,  and  have  it  set  apart  for  a  perma- 
nent addition  to  the  infirmary,  which,  of  course,  was  done. 

In  1861  he  married  the  young  and  beautiful  Danish  countess 
Knut,  who  went  to  his  infirmary  as  a  patient,  and  whom  he  cured  of 
a  weakness  of  the  eyelids  by  a  method  which  at  the  time  was  regarded 
by  the  medical  world  as  the  greatest  inspiration  of  his  genius.  He 
was  suffering  from  a  disease  of  the  lungs  when  he  married,  and  from 
that  time  he  passed  every  year  a  few  months  at  Nice;  but  his  disease 
was  too  far  advanced,  and  he  overworked  himself  dreadfully  during 
the  winter  months.  He  was  not  only  an  artist  as  a  surgeon,  but  a 
man  of  great  universal  knowledge,  and  gifted  with  the  initiative  and 
inventive  spirit  of  a  genius.  It  will,  for  the  next  generation,  be  a 
great  recommendation  of  oculists  that  they  prosecuted  their  studies  at 
Berlin  under  Professor  Graefe.  There  is  scarcely  a  city  in  the  world 
that  does  not  possess  one  or  two  oculists  who  have  perfected  them- 
selves under  the  auspices  of  that  man. 


-♦"•- 


The  First  Recorded  Removals  of  the  Scapula  and  a  Large 
Part  op  the  Clavicle. — A.  B.  Crosby,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery 
in  Dartmouth  Medical  College,  states  that  it  is  creditable  to  the 
surgery  of  New  Hampshire  that  the  first  three  operations  on  record 
for  the  removal  of  the  scapula  and  a  large  part  of  the  clavicle  were 
done  by  New  Hampshire  men.  The  first  of  these  was  performed  by 
his  father,  Prof.  D.  Crosby,  and  the  other  two  by  the  late  Dr. 
Twitchell,  of  Keene,  and  Dr.  R.  D.  Mussey. — [Med.  Record. 
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By  Wm.  Tod  Hklmuth,  M.  D. 

Gentlemen  : — I  have  called  you  together  this  morning  to  pre- 
sent to  you  two  cases  of  rare  interest,  and  one  of  them  certain- 
ly unique. 

Here  is  a  patient  aged  sixty-two  years,  and  you  will  observe 
at  a  glance  the  terrible  nature  of  his  affection.  You  see 
the  entire  right  half  of  his  face  is  gone;  bone,  muscle,  arte- 
ry, vein  and  nerve  have  disappeared,  by  the  corroding  nature 
of  the  affection,  which  has  been  steadily  on  the  increase  for  a 
dozen  years.  The  superior  maxillary  bone  is  gone,  and  the 
whole  of  the  right  half  of  the  nose,  the  cheek,  the  lower  rim  of 
the  orbit,  and  the  ala  nasi  have  been  eaten  away.  The  turbi- 
nated bones,  the  palate  process  of  the  left  superior  maxillary 
and  palate  bones  are  brought  distinctly  into  view. 

This  is  a  case  of  lupus  exedens,  and  is  so  well  marked  that 
once  having  seen  it,  you  can  readily  recognize  the  affection 
again.  There  are  two  varieties,  one  the  lupus  exedens,  in  which 
the  ulceration  involves  both  the  integument  and  the  sub-adjacent 
structures,   and  the  non-exedens,    where  there  are  extensive 
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changes  in  the  structure  of  the  skin,  without  much  consecutive 
ulceration;  the  former  no  doubt  is  a  variety  of  the  cancroid  the 
latter  is  known  by  the  older  authorities  as  the  serpiginous  ulcer, 
it  has  also  received  the  name  rodent  ulcer;  while  the  former  va- 
riety is  also  called  noli-me-tangere,  or  the  corroding  ulcer  of 
Clark. 

The  history  of  the  case  is  an  accurate  description  of  the  lupus 
exedens.  It  first  appeared  in  the  form  of  a  tubercle  (by 
some  dermatologists  it  is  classified  with  the  tuberculous  diseases) 
on  the  ala  of  the  nose ;  it  was  as  he  says,  hard  and  dusky  red,  quite 
sore,  the  soreness  sometimes  extending  into  the  nostril.  After  a 
time  ulceration  began  and  a  scab  was  formed  which  he  picked 
off.  It  then  began  to  spread  with  alarming  rapidity,  and  for  a 
time  exhibited  that  especial  type  of  the  disease  known  as  vorax. 

There  are  several  important  diagnostic  marks,  which  it  is  nec- 
essary for  you  to  observe,  and  in  which  this  affection  differs  from 
cancer. 

Look  at  this  man — he  has  walked  up  stairs  and  goes  about 
the  house;  he  rode  with  me  a  mile  in  my  carriage  "to  have 
his  picture  taken,"  conversing  all  the  time  and  exhibiting  an  in- 
terest in  all  that  was  going  on  around.  To  day  you  see  he  is 
quite  communicative,  and  even  laughs  during  his  conversation. 
This  is  a  peculiar  mark  of  the  affection,  viz :  it  may  continue  for 
years  making  the  most  horrible  inroads  upon  the  structures 
which  it  attacks,  and  yet  the  constitution  suffering  but  slightly, 
thereby  differing  greatly  from  cancer,  in  the  which,  as  you  know, 
there  generally  is  that  terrible  nervous  irritation  which  often 
breaks  down  the  system. 

If  you  will  examine  the  parts  closely,  you  will  see  that  they 
are  covered  by  a  dark  brown  or  blackish  scab,  and  that  the 
surrounding  integument  adjoining  the  ulceration  is  apparently 
healthy — here  are  two  other  diagnostic  marks.  In  cancer,  you 
will  remember,  (from  a  severe  case  presented  to  you  during  the 
winter,)  the  surrounding  parts  are  infiltrated  and  red,  and  are 
filled  with  cancer  cells.  You  also  see  that  there  is  no  great  red- 
ness around  this  remarkable  chasm,  and  that  you  detect  scarcely 
any  odor  from  the  ulceration,  which  is  cleanly  cut.     All  these 
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appearances  are  very  different  in  cancer,  and  in  syphilitic  -  affec- 
tions, or  in  Greek  elephantiasis,  for  which  the  disorder  may  some- 
times be  mistaken.     Bear  in  mind  then : 

1st.  The  lack  of  constitutional  irritation. 

2d.  The  dark  brown  or  blackish  crust. 

3d.  The  healthiness  of  the  integument  up  to  the  very  mar 

gin  of  the  sore. 

4th.  The  absence  of  swelling,  infiltration  and  redness. 

5th.  Absence  of  foetor. 

6th.  The  location  of  the  disease. 

The  lupus  non-exedens  may  appear  on  the  face  and  chest,  and 
spreads  in  a  serpiginous  manner,  or  extends  to  one  portion  of 
the  integument  while  that  portion  first  attacked  is  healing. 

I  am  sorry  to  say,  gentlemen,  that  after  haying  presented 
such  a  well  marked  case  for  your  consideration,  that  at  this  stage 
of  its  progress  but  little  may  be  done  for  the  patient. 

In  its  early  stages  the  remedies  which  have  proved  most  ser- 
viceable are,  arsen.,  iod,  arsen.,  corr.  sub.,  creosote,  hepar,  sili- 
cia,  and  sulphur. 

In  old-school  practice  the  preparations  of  the  chloride  of  zinc 
combined  with  arsenious  acid  have  been  applied  locally,  and  some- 
times with  apparent  benefit.  Caustic  potash  has  also  been  highly 
lauded,  and  Manet's  paste,  by  certain  authorities,  has  been  ex- 
tolled. It  is  composed  of  fifteen  grains  of  white  arsenic,  seven- 
ty-five grains  of  cinnabar,  and  thirty-five  grains  of  burnt  sponge, 
made  into  a  paste  with  water.     This  application  is  very  severe. 

To  this  man  I  have  given  the  iodide  of  arsenic  for  two  or 
three  weeks  without  benefit.  I  then  used  internally  the  first  of 
the  chloride  of  zinc,  which  appeared  for  the  time  to  have  had 
some  effect  on  the  disease.  I  dress  it  with  carbolic  acid  solution, 
and  to-day  shall  put  him  upon  acetic  acid,  pure,  five  drops  in  a 
teaspoonful  of  water  every  morning,  noon  and  night. 

In  the  early  stage  of  the  affectiou  I  would  apply  the  hot  iron 
to  the  part,  and  begin  with  the  administration  of  the  chloride 
of  zinc  internally.  I  expect  but  little  in  this  advanced  stage  of 
the  affection. 
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Lycopodum,  graphites,  aurum,  nitric  acid,  sepia,  calc.  carb., 
alumina,  carbo  veg.  and  thuja,  may  be  tried  in  the  earlier  stages 
of  the  disorder,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  have  but  little  faith  in 
their  power  to  control  the  disease. 


The  ne^t  very  rare  case  to  which  I  desire  to  direct  your  at- 
tention is  "Extrophy  of  the  Bladder." 

A  complete  defect  or  absence  of  the  urinary  bladder  is  very 
rarely  met  with,  and  if  such  were  the  case  the  ureters  would  be 
found  opening  somewhere  on  the  surface  of  the  body,  perhaps 
around  the  umbilicus,  or  into  the  rectum  or  vulva. 

Gases  have  also  been  known  of  what  is  termed  double-bladder, 
in  the  which  a  septum,  more  or  less  perfect,  has  been  found 
stretching  between  the  walls  of  the  viscus  and  dividing  it  into 
two  cavities. 

The  variety  of  malformation  which  is  most  frequently  seen, 
and  which  is  also  of  rare  occurrence,  is  what  is  termed  by  au- 
thors, extrophia,  or  inversion  of  the  bladder.  Now  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  term  "  inversion  of  the  bladder,"  does  not  con- 
vey to  the  mind  a  proper  idea  of  that  arrest  of  development 
which  we  are  considering.  When  we  say  inversion  of  any  hol- 
low body  we  do  not  necessarily  understand  that  its  structure  u 
deficient,  but  merely  that  it  has  been  turned  inside  out;  whereas, 
in  the  cases  that  I  have  seen  and  the  description  of  those  I  have 
read,  there  has  been  always  a  deficiency  in  the  anterior  wall  of 
the  organ. 

In  the  majority  of  cases,  the  arrest  of  development  appears 
to  be  first  in  the  abdominal  walls,  then  in  the  symphisis  pubis, 
and  finally  in  the  structures  immediately  beneath. 

In  the  female  it  is  accompanied  by  an  absence  of  the  clitoris, 
and  in  the  male  by  a  fissure  of  the  urethra  or  line  epispadias. 
In  the  hypogastric  region  we  find  protruding  the  posterior  wall  of 
the  bladder,  fiery  ml,  with  here  and  there  a  slight  mucous  coat 
of  a  bluish  color.  The  circumference  of  the  organ  is  lost  in  the 
surrounding  integument,  which  has  the  appearance  of  a  cicatrix 
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and  is  bluish.  The  orifices  of  the  ureters  are  found  in  the  low- 
er half  of  the  organ. 

In  the  case  before  you  the  rudimentary  penis  is  pushed  close 
to  the  lower  portion  of  the  bladder,  and  the  ureters  open  by  an 
orifice  close  to  the  pubic  bones.  You  can  observe  the  caput  galli- 
naginis  with  the  openings  (in  the  shape  of  slits)  of  the  vesiculse 
seminales.  The  semen  is  passed  from  time  to  time  through 
these  orifices  and  I  have  found  it  on  the  mucus  surface  of  the 
open  urethra. 

The  pubic  bones  are  separated  about  three  inches  and-a-half, 
and  the  posterior  exposed  wall  of  the  viscus  is  two  and-a-half  in  di- 
ameter ;  the  length  of  the  penis  is  an  inch  and-a-half,  and  has  a 
large  fold  of  prepuce  hanging  downward.  It  is  well,  also,  for 
you  to  notice  the  arrangement  of  the  hair,  and  the  superabun- 
dant skin,  which  appears  as  though  it  had  been  pushed  aside  by 
the  protruding  bladder.  The  testicles  are  very  well  formed  and 
the  man  is  apparently  healthy.  The  ureters  are  large,  and  as 
you  see,  I  can  pass  a  gum  bougie  upward  several  inches  toward 
the  kidney. 

The  malformation  is  said  to  occur  much  more  frequently  in 
males  than  in  females,  and  the  late  Mr.  Earle,  of  London,  states 
that  after  a  most  careful  examination,  he  has  found  sixty-eight 
cases  upon  record,  of  which  sixty  were  males.  Others  have  given 
the  ratio  as  four  to  one.  This  is  the  second  case  which  I  have 
seen,  one  being  exhibited  to  the  class  of  the  Jefferson  College, 
while  I  was  a  student,  and  which  I  take  pleasure  in  showing  you 
in  this  copy  of  "  Gross  on  the  Urinary  Organs." 

Dr.  Gross  also  mentions  that  he  had  seen  another  case  in  a 
child  from  Missouri. 

I  will  read  from  the  "Medical  Record"  the  description  of  a 
case  I  have  found  there,  but  which  is  singular,  in  the  fact,  that 
the  writer  states  that  the  urine  passed  outward  from  slits  in  the 
surface.  There  must  be  some  mistake  in  this.  The  case  I  pre- 
sent has  important  differences  from  any  heretofore  recorded : 

First:  In  the  single  opening  of  the  ureters. 

Second :  In  the  split  nature  of  the  urethra,  the  surface  being 
flattened  and  mucous. 
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Third:  In  the  wide  and  slit-like  openings  of  the  seminal 
ducts;  and 

Fourth :  In  the  manner  in  which  the  penis  may  be  separated 
from  the  protruded  wall  of  the  bladder. 

Dr.  Gross  states  the  disease  is  utterly  irremediable,  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  whatever,  that,  all  things  considered,  there  is 
but  a  poor  prospect  for  ultimate  recovery.  There  has  been  a 
successful  operation  reported  by  Mr.  Simon,  of  London,  who 
caused  the  ureters  to  open  into  the  rectum,  which  was  performed 
by  introducing  threads  from  the  ureters  and  carrying  them  to 
the  rectum  and  there  allowing  them  to  remain  until  the  passage 
was  completed.  The  patient,  however,  most  narrowly  escaped 
with  his  life.  Mr.  Lloyd's  case,  in  which  the  communication 
was  effected  by  a  suture,  died  on  the  third  day. 

The  operation  of  autoplasty,  or  of  taking  integument  from 
the  surrounding  structures,  has  been  performed  twice  in  this 
country,  once  by  Dr.  Fancoast  in  the  Jefferson  College,  in  1858, 
and  once  by  Dr.  Ayres,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York.  The  latter 
was  more  successful  than  the  former. 

In  the  case  before  us,  I  have  had  many  ideas,  and  have  aban- 
doned one  after  another. 

First.  I  had  determined  to  take  a  single  flap  from  the  abdo- 
minal wall  and  having  twisted  it  upon  itself,  to  lay  it  upon  the 
protruding  wall  of  the  bladder,  and  having  refreshed  the  edges 
or  sides  of  the  integument,  sew  the  flap  down,  leaving  space  for 
the  opening  of  the  ureter.  Upon  considering  the  apparent 
thinness  of  the  abdominal  walls  and  the  arrest  of  development 
in  all  the  structures  of  the  mesial  line,  I  was  fearful  that  a  suffi- 
cient supply  of  nutrition  could  not  be  kept  up,  and  therefore, 
this  method  was  abandoned. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Prof.  Read,  I  next  considered  the  prac- 
ticability of  pushing  directly  backward  the  protruding  wall  of 
the  bladder,  and  having  left  that  portion  of  it  below,  through 
through  which  the  ureters  opened,  to  scarify  the  edges  and  cause 
adhesion  in  this  manner.  Upon  a  close  examination  of  the  parts 
I  abandoned  this  project. 
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The  operation  which  I  propose  this  morning  was  suggested  to 
my  mind  by  the  following  circumstances : 

First.     The  great  redundancy  of  skin  in  each  groin ;    and 
Second.     The  avoidance  of  twisting  the  pedicles. 

I  proceed  in  this  manner :  Taking  a  piece  of  wet  parchment, 
I  apply  it  accurately  oyer  the  protruding  viscus.  I  then  divide 
it  in  half,  and  lay  one  half  on  the  one  groin,  and  on  the  other 
side  do  likewise.  Then  with  a  common  pen  and  ink,  I  trace  out 
(allowing  considerable  space  for  the  shrinkage  of  the  flaps,)  the 
form  of  these  halves  on  each  groin  which  I  dissect  up.  I  then 
dissect  out  a  semi-lunar  flap  on  that  portion  of  the  abdomen  im- 
mediately above  the  bladder,  I  turn  it  down  to  bring  the  raw 
surface  uppermost,  and  raising  the  side  flaps  draw  them  over  in 
the  mesian  line,  and  unite  them  with  silver  pins  and  wire  su- 
tures. 

[The  operation  lasted  over  an  hour  and  the  bladder  was  com- 
pletely and  accurately  covered  by  the  flaps.] 

The  great  danger  to  be  apprehended  is  the  sloughing  of  the 
flaps,  which  is  caused  by  the  constant  dribbling  of  urine; 
to  prevent  this  as  much  as  possible,  I  shall  insert  a  silver  catheter 
into  the  ureters  and  then  dress  the  extensive  wound  with  a  solu- 
tion of  carbolic  acid  and  glycerine. 


SUPPEE8SED    ERUPTION. 


Translated  from  the  French,  by  N.  D.  Tibbbll,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia 
Hedica  and  Therapeutics  in  the  St.  Louis  College  of  Homoeopathic 

Physicians  and  Surgeons. 


[The  following  article  is  taken  from  the  July  number  of  the  "  Bib- 
lioth&que  Homeopathique."  It  was  furnished  to  that  Journal  by  the 
author,  Dr.  A.  Cricca,  of  Smyrna,  in  the  Levant.  The  interest  of  the 
readers  of  the  "Observer"  will  be  much  heightened  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  College  of  Missouri  is  the 
Alma  Mater  of  the  Doctor,  he  having  received  a  diploma  from  that 
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institution,  at  the  close  of  its  first  session,  in  1859.  The  article  pre- 
sents a  truly  splendid  case  of  the  terrible  consequences  of  a  reper- 
cnssed  eruption,  especially  when  of  syphilitic  origin.] 


Towards  the  close  of  the  year  I860, 1  received  a  call  from  Mr. 
S.  C,  Professor  of  Music,  forty  years  of  age,  of  nervo-lymphatic 
temperament,  who  complained  of  an  herpetic  affectidn  of  the 
scrotum,  occasioning  intense  itching.  Of  a  robust  and  healthy 
constitution,  he  had  always  enjoyed  good  health,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  venereal  diseases,  of  which  he  thought  himself  cured  by 
the  treatment  of  the  allopaths.  I  did  not  conceal  from  him,  af- 
ter having  examined  him,  that 'his  disease  was  of  syphilitic  ori- 
gin, and  immediately  advised  him  to  return  the  next  day  to  take 
the  medicine  that  I  should  have  prepared  for  him,  and  submit 
himself  to  a  treatment,  serious  and  protracted. 

I  did  not  see  him  again^until  several  days  had  elapsed,  when 
he  told  me  that  he  had  consulted  Dr.  E.  S.,  who,  by  means  of 
frictions  with  a  certain  unguent,  had  caused  the  complete  disap- 
pearance of  the  eruption.  The  satisfied  air  with  which  he  told 
me  this  part  of  his  pretended  cure,  did  not  prevent  me  from  see- 
ing a  new  victim  of  the  "official"  medicine;  for,  in  fact,  why 
doubt,  that  a  host  of  chronic  maladies,  the  most  persistent  and 
dangerous,  are  due  only  to  the  repercussion  of  exanthema? 

Convinced  that  his  cure  was  but  the  prelude  of  new  sufferings, 
I  took  in  him,  from  this  moment,  an  interest  easily  understood.  I 
met  him  some  months  later ;  he  had  much  changed,  and  appeared 
very  much  dejected.  lie  told  me  that  it  was  not  the  eruption, 
but  that  the  left  testicle  had  slowly  increased  in  size,  and 
without  causing  him  pain,  properly  speaking,  troubled  him  enough 
to  make  him  morose.  He  informed  me  also,  that  seeing  no  amel- 
ioration of  his  malady,  in  spite  of  the  prescriptions  of  his  phy- 
sicians, he  intended  to  profit  by  the  vacations,  and  visit  Italy, 
with  the  intention  of  consulting  some  medical  celebrities.  I  con- 
tented myself  with  observing  to  him  that  he  ought  to  change  the 
system  of  treatment;  as  the  only  means  of  restoring  him  to 
health,  was,  (in  my  opinion,)  to  cause  the  re-appearance  of  the 
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eruption,  which  his  physician  had  unskillfully  caused  to  strike 
in ;  and  as  he  intended  to  pass  through  Genoa,  I  recommended 
him  to  my  friend  and  distinguished  colleague,  Dr.  Gatti. 

He  returned  during  the  month  of  September,  1861,  with  a 
rich  collection  of  the  results  of  consultations,  and  allopathic  pre- 
scriptions, having  totally  neglected  Homoeopathic  counsel,  and 
with  his  disease  much  aggravated.  Consultation  held,  our  doc- 
tors, agreeing  for  the  most  part,  with  their  brothers  of  Europe, 
prescribed  the  hydriodate  of  potassium,  taken  internally,  and  ac- 
companied by  lotions,  baths  and  frictions. 

A  year  after,  at  the  vacation  of  1852,  not  only  had  the  local 
malady  grown  worse,  but  his  general  health  was  affected.  He  was 
able,  but  with  distress,  to  go  to  Constantinople  to  consult  a  Ger- 
man celebrity,  who  entirely  approved  of  the  protracted  treat- 
ment, only  adding  to  it  by  prescribing  cod  liver  oil.  On  his  re- 
turn to  Smyrna,  feeling  the  malady  persisting,  a  new  consulta- 
tion was  held,  in  which  six  leading  physicians  and  surgeons  took 
part.  It  gave  rise  to  p,  warm  debate,  and  profound  differences 
of  opinion  as  to  the  nature  of  the  disease,  named  according  to 
some,  tSarcocele,  and  according  to  others,  Hydrocele.  To  settle 
the  question,  they  perforated  the  testicle,  and  some  drops  of 
blood  having  singly  appeared  the  hydrocele  was  demolished. 
They  then  had  recourse  to  an  external  application,  of  which  the 
base  was  iodine.  Nevertheless,  towards  the  end  of  this  year 
(1862),  after  two  years  of  suffering,  after  undergoing  a  variety 
of  treatment  and  considerable  expense,  the  patient  obtained  as 
the  only  result,  an  opinion  in  writing  from  his  physician;  an 
opinion  of  which  I  carefully  kept  the  original,  and  which  nar- 
rates the  course  of  the  malady.  In  that  opinion  the  physician 
stated,  amongst  other  things,  that  the  local  swelling  had  attained 
the  dimensions  of  a  large  ostrich  egg;  and  avowed  that  as  the 
disease  had  been  insensible  to  treatment,  and  medical  science  ac- 
knowledged itself  to  be  powerless,  he  had  abandoned  the  pa- 
tient to  the  art  of  the  surgeon ;  and  that  it  would  be  necessary 
for  him  to  go  to  Italy  to  undergo  an  operation  which  would  be 
equivalent  to  semi-castration.  This  was  in  mid-winter,  but  as 
time  pressed  he  resigned  his  position  and  made  preparations  for 
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his  voyage.  I  met  him  again  about  this  time.  He  was  much 
shattered  in  health,  had  a  cadaverous  face,  his  spirits  were  much 
affected,  he  walked  and  exercised  with  difficulty,  and  digested  al- 
most nothing.  Tears  flowed  from  his  eyes  as  he  recited  the 
preceding  details  and  avowed  his  despair.  Though  it  was  pre- 
sumptuous, I  told  him  that  Homoeopathy  could  still  save  him,  and 
advised  him  not  to  risk  a  voyage  and  an  operation  so  dangerous. 
He  gave  himself  entirely  to  me.  I  then  examined  carefully, 
and  satisfied  myself  of  the  size  of  the  testicle,  which  had  finally 
became  very  hard  and  sensitive,  and  occasioned  the  patient  some 
pain  in  the  spermatic  cord. 

Being  satisfied  that  this  species  of  hypertrophy  had  been 
caused  by  the  repercussion  of  the  exanthema,  of  syphilitic  na- 
ture, and  guided  moreover  by  the  totality  of  the  symptoms,  I  in- 
tended to  prescribe  mere,  sol.,  but  just  then  the  idea  occurred  to 
me  of  mere,  period.,  which  I  had  seen  recommended  in  a  similar 
case  (secondary  syphilis)  by  Dr.  Schweilkert,  in  the  "Rivuta 
Omiopatica"  of  the  30th  of  October,  1862.  I  administered  this 
medicine  in  the  3d  dilution,  two  drops  per  day,  in  two  ounces 
of  water,  morning  and  evening,  for  a  month,  (January,  1863). 
The  month  passed  without  producing  any  difference  in  the  local 
malady,  but  I  was  struck  with  the  general  amelioration  which 
had  been  produced  in  my  patient.  He  had  a  better  color,  good 
appetite,  regular  evacuations,  good  sleep  and  was  in  good  spirits. 
In  the  first  day  of  the  month  of  February,  the  eruption  appear- 
ed on  the  genitals.  I  then  repeated  the  mere,  period,  in  the  2d 
attenuation,  which  he  took  until  the  first  days  of  March.  Dur- 
ing this  time  an  eruption  of  a  stinking,  scaly  nature  extended 
itself  upon  the  scrotum  and  perineum  as  far  as  the  anus,  and 
discharged  to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  a  constant  renewal  of 
bandages  necessary ;  while  on  the  other  hand  the  testicle  dimin- 
ished perceptibly,  and  finally,  after  two  months  and  a  half  of 
treatment,  it  had  returned  to  its  natural  dimensions. 

The  first  attenuations  of  the  same  medicine,  taken  at  inter- 
vals more  or  less  prolonged,  removed  the  diarrhoeic  stools,  dur- 
ing which  the  exanthema,  in  drying  up,  disappeared,  and  the 
cure  was  complete. 
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We  may  permit  ourselves  to  draw  from  the  preceding  facts  the 
following  conclusions,  of  which  every  one  will  easily  understand 
the  importance,  since  our  detractors  do  not  wish,  I  hope,  to  at- 
tribute this  case  to  the  effects  of  imagination : 

First.  Why  did  it  not  occur  to  those  allopaths — who  accuse  us 
of  being  always  guided  by  the  symptoms,  without  rising  to  the 
causes, — having,  as  they  did,  so  many  consultations,  discussions 
and  meditations,  —  that  the  hypertrophy  of  the  testicle  was 
owing  to  the  repercussed  force  of  an  exanthema?  The  fact  is 
not  very  creditable  to  their  perspicacity. 

Second.  In  sending  the  patient  to  submit  to  a  most  delicate 
operation,  of  which  the  first  result  would  be  a  true  mutilation, 
were  they  assured  that  they  comprehended  the  cause  of  the  mal- 
ady ?  and  should  they  not  have  known  that  the  evil  would  reap- 
pear in  some  other  place,  and  necessitate  a  new  local  mutilation  ? 
What  a  beautiful  method  of  procedure  and  of  pretended  cure ! 

Third.  This  cure,  so  rapidly  produced  by  homoeopathy,  in  a 
rigorous  season,  after  two  years  of  constant  aggravation,  can 
they  attribute  it  to  pure  chance?  and  if  this  cure  is  due  to  a  re- 
action of  nature,  why  was  not  this  salutary  action  produced  dur- 
ing two  long  years  of  energetic  medication  and  of  massive  doses? 
It  is  for  the  allopaths  either  to  answer  or  to  confess  their  incom- 
petency in  presence  of  the  fact,  that  in  order  to  obtain  the  reac- 
tion of  nature  and  cure  of  this  man — a  man  condemned  with- 
out mercy,  abandoned  to  the  knife  of  the  surgeon  —  it  was  nec- 
essary to  have  a  similitude  between  the  malady  and  the  remedy, 
and  by  consequence,  feeble  doses. 

Dr.  A.  Cricca. 

Smyrna,  March,  1870. 

« 

N.  B. — Mr.  S.  C,  Professor  in  a  Prussian  College  at  Smyrna, 
since  the  treatment  completed  in  1863,  has  enjoyed  most  perfect 
health ;  and  as  seven  years  have  since  rolled  over,  I  think  I  can 
affirm  that  homoeopathy  has  made  a  radical  cure. 
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A    CASE    OF   8EYEEE    POISONING. 
Supposed  to  be  by  Blras  Toxicodendron. 


By  A.  B.  Lapham,  M.  D.,  Plum  Hollow,  Iowa. 


The  following  remarkable  case  I  deem  worthy  of  the  attention 
of  the  profession,  and  can  offer  the  case  as  one  carefully  noted 
at  the  bed-side  of  the  patient. 

On  the  18th  of  June,  1870,  I  was  called  to  see  Anna  L.,  aged 
six  years.  Found  the  patient  with  high  fever,  pulse  130,  cheeks 
flushed  and  very  red,  lips  parched;  condition  comatose,  though 
she  could  be  roused  without  much  difficulty ;  eyes  partly  open, 
balls  retracted,  pupils  dilated;  parotid  glands  much  swollen, 
the  left  more  than  the  right;  respiration  somewhat  labored, 
though  not  greatly.  Deglutition  was  difficult,  and  she  had  vom- 
ited several  times  during  the  last  six  hours,  a  green,  frothy  mu- 
cus. The  patient  would  not  talk,  but  when  aroused  and  asked 
where  she  suffered,  she  would  put  her  hand  over  her  neck  and 
chest. 

I  questioned  the  family  closely  as  to  what  the  child  had  eaten, 
drank  or  handled,  but  could  elicit  nothing  to  confirm  the  suspi- 
cion which  I  had  entertained  of  poison.  I  concluded  to  await 
further  developments,  and  in  the  interim  prescribed  aeon.  2d, 
bell.  3d,  in  solution. 

June  19.  Found  the  patient  in  much  the  same  condition ;  fe- 
ver not  so  high,  pulse  less  bounding,  parotids  more  swollen,  em- 
bracing the  sub-maxillary  glands,  deglutition  more  difficult,  bow- 
els constipated.  Continued  aeon,  and  bell.,  but  gave  them  in 
tincture;  three  drops  in  separate  goblets  of  water,  doses  in  al- 
ternation, one  teaspoonful  every  three  hours. 

June  21.  Found  the  patient  with  less  fever,  pulse  95,  wiry. 
The  swelling  was  more  extensive,  involving  the  sub-lingual  gland; 
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bowels  still  constipated ;  head  thrown  far  back,  muscles  of  the 
neck  rigid.  The  patient  at  times  very  restless,  rolling  from 
one  side  of  the  bed  to  the  other,  or  rising  to  a  sitting  position 
and  falling  heavily  backward ;  she  could  not  lie  on  either  side. 
Respiration  in  the  left  lung  was  much  impeded.  Continued 
aeon,  and  bell.,  one  drop  in  same  amount  of  water;  dose  and 
time  the  same. 

June  22.  Two  evacuations  from  the  bowels,  black  as  tar,  but 
not  offensive ;  her  breath  was  exceedingly  foetid,  and  the  swell- 
ing of  the  glands,  rigidity  of  the  neck  and  constriction  of  the 
oesophagus  all  ameliorated ;  the  deglutition  was  not  so  difficult ; 
not  so  much  trouble  about  the  lung;  pulse  eighty;  skin  cool, 
but  not  moist;  somewhat  restless.     Continued  treatment. 

June  23.  Found  patient  improving, — swelling  of  glands  en- 
tirely gone,  constriction  of  the  oesophagus  hardly  perceptible. 
Continued  aeon,  and  bell.  3d. 

June  25.  Found  the  patient  much  worse ;  pulse  150 ;  more 
restless  than  ever  —  trying  to  strike  her  head  against  the  wall  or 
bed-post;  oesophagus  much  constricted,  with  inflammation  at  the 
cardiac  orifice;  the  vagina  swollen,  the  vulva  excoriated,  raw 
and  bleeding,  the  patient  trying  to  tear  the  parts  with  her  hands ; 
deglutition  was  extremely  difficult.  I  was  informed  by  the  fath- 
er that  the  child  had  seemed  better  until  the  evening  before, 
when,  on  account  of  the  heat,  they  moved  the  bed  before  an 
open  window;  that  when  they  were  moving  the  patient  they  had 
noticed  a  slight  sweat  and  rash  upon  the  body ;  that  this  sweat 
and  rash  disappeared  and  the  fever  augmented  within  an  hour. 
I  returned  to  the  tinctures  of  aeon,  and  bell.,  using  an  ointment 
of  mere,  prsecip.,  rubbed  on  the  vulva. 

June  26.  Genital  organs  less  excoriated ;  tonsils  badly  swol- 
len, constriction  of  the  oesophagus  less  apparent;  no  evacuation 
of  urine  since  last  visit;  bowels  constipated.  Learned  from  a 
lady  member  of  the  family  (not  before  present)  that  on  the  15th 
of  June  the  child  had  gone  into  a  patch  of  timber  near  the  house 
and  plaited  a  hat  and  wreath  for  herself  of  poison-vine,  biting 
off  the  ends  of  the  vines  to  make  the  stems  .even ;  that  on  the 
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16th  she  appeared  considerably  bloated,  and  quite  listless,  not 
wanting  to  eat.     Continued  treatment  as  before. 

June  27.  The  patient  was  much  better,  except  the  throat, 
which  exhibited  several  small  ulcers.  Prescribed  nitric  acid 
and  mere,  car.,  in  alternation,  every  two  hours. 

June  28.  Patient  much  better;  ulcers  disappeared,  tonsils 
but  slightly  inflamed.     Continued  treatment. 

June  29.  Patient  perfectly  quiet,  no  ulcers  of  throat,  tonsils 
not  inflamed,  deglutition  perfectly  easy;  patient  frequently  calls 
for  food,  being  the  first  time  she  has  eaten  since  her  sickness; 
pulse  78 ;  skin  cool  but  not  moist,  and  having  a  raspy  feel ;  con- 
stipation and  ischuria  still  prominent,  —  the  patient  suffering 
much  from  the  latter.    Prescribed  nitrum  and  mere,  in  alternation. 

June  30.  Was  sent  for  in  haste;  found  the  patient  with  but 
little  fever,  but  deglutition  almost  impossible ;  the  tonsils,  sides 
of  the  glottis  and  epiglottis  were  covered  with  ulcers,  but  there 
was  no  external  swelling.  She  was  very  weak;  her  head  thrown 
far  back,  and  respiration  very  difficult.  Sent  for  Dr.  C,  in  con- 
sultation. His  diagnosis  agreed  perfectly  with  my  own,  and  he 
advised  a  return  to  nitric  ac.  and  the  substitution  of  kali  bro. 
for  mere.  car. 

July  2.  Patient  the  same,  the  throat  appearing  gangrenous. 
Prescribed  nitric  acid  and  mere.  car.  with  an  occasional  dose  of  ars. 

July  5.  Throat  better;  ulcers  all  gone  but  two;  tonsils, 
sides  of  glottis  and  epiglottis,  very  red ;  swelling  and  tenderness 
in  right  iliac  region.  The  patient  was  excessively  weak  and 
would  take  no  kind  of  nourishment.     Continued  treatment. 

July  8.  Throat  much  better,  deglutition  comparatively  easy; 
no  appetite,  stomach  rejects  everything  but  medicine ;  swelling 
and  tenderness  in  right  iliac  region  more  prominent;  patient 
much  weaker;  decomposition  of  fluids  marked;  patient  under- 
stands all  that  is  said  perfectly,  but  cannot  speak. 

July  10.  This  morning  there  was  a  discharge  of  more  than  a 
gill  of  a  greenish-yellow  pus  from  the  vagina,  the  patient  dying 
before  the  discharge  ceased. 

I  applied  to  the  parent  for  permission  to  make  a  post  mortem 
examination,  but  he  could  not  be  induced  to  consent  to  it. 
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W.  L.  Britvoolr,  H.  D.,  Louisville,  Ky.,  Editor. 


OOMPAEED  EAE  SYMPTOMS. 

EARS. 

Aconite.     Tearing  in  the  left  ear,  (also  Guay).     Roaring  in 

ears. 
jEthusa  c.     Stitches  in  right  ear.     Obstructed  feeling  in  ears. 
Sensation  of  something  hot  flowing  from  ears.     (See  Bov., 

Coec.) 
Aloes.     Cracking  in  ears  an  reading  aloud.     (See  Baryta  c.) 
Alumina.     Heat  and  redness  of  left  ear  in  the  evening.     (Right 

ear,  Carbo  veg.) 
A  mm.  carb.     Roaring  and  ringing  in  ears.     (See  Ant.  c,  and 

Arg.  n.) 
Deafness,  with  itching  and  suppuration  of  ears.    (Also  Bov. 

See  Amm.  m.) 
Amm.  mur.     Deafness;  stitches  in  ears  with  suppuration.    (See 

Amm.  carb.) 
Ant.  crud.     Roaring  in  ears.     (Also  Aeon.,  Amm.  c,  Ars., 

Aur.,  Bar.,  Bell.,  Bor.,  Caust.,  Croc.) 
Arg.  nit.     Ringing  in  ears.     (Amm.  c,  Bell.,  Brom.,  Clem. ) 
Arsenicum.     Roaring  in  ears.     (See  Ant.  c.) 

Deafness;  cannot  hear  the  human  voice.     (Also  Phos.) 
Abafcetida.  Deafness,  with  purulent  discharge  from  ears.     (See 

Amm.  c.  and  Aur.) 
Aurum  fol.     Roaring  in  ears.     (See  Ant.  c.)     Deafness. 

Foetid  otorrhoea.      Also  Asaf.,  Bov.,  Carbo  veg.,  Elaps., 

Hep.  8.) 
Baryta  carb.     Cracking  in  ears  on   walking.     (On  reading 

aloud,  Aloes.     On  eating,  Nitric  ac.     Mang.,  Calc.  c, 

Sil.,  Natrum.) 
Tingling  in  ears.     Roaring  in  ears.     (See  Ant.  c.) 
Eruptions  on  ears.     (Also  Cham.,  Graph.,  Sulp.,  Sep.,  He- 
par.,  die.  v.) 
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Belladonna.     Boring,  ringing,  roaring  or  bumming  in  ears. 
(See  Ant.  c.,  Arg.  n.,   Cactus  g.)  . 
Shooting  in  parotid  glands.     (See  Cham.) 

Borax.     Roaring  in  ears.     (See  Ant.  c.)     Deafness  and  sup- 
puration in  ear.     (See  Amm.  c.) 

Bovista.     Foetid  otorrhoea.     (See  Asaf.)     Bushing   in   ears. 
(See  iEth.) 

Deafness  with  itching  in  ears.     (See  Amo.  c.) 
Bromine.     Ringing,  as  from  bells,  in  the  ear.     (See  Arg.  nit.) 

Painless  otorrhoea.     (See  Aur.) 

Hard  swelling  of  left  parotid  gland.     (See  JRhus.) 

Cactus  grand.    Humming  and  pulsating  in  ears.    (Also  Bell.) 

Otitis. 
Calc.  carb.     Throbbing,  roaring,  humming  in  ears.     See  Bell. 

Cracking  in  ears  on  eating.     (Also  Nit  ac,  Sil.,  see  Ba- 
ryta c.) 
Inflammation,  stitches,  pulsations  in  ears. 

Deafness  from  abuse  of  quinine.     (Also  If  it.  ac,  Secale.) 
Cann.  sat.     Acuteness  of  hearing.     (Also  Cham.) 

Throbbing  in  ears,  better  from  stooping. 
Capsicum.     Swelling  and  pain  under  the  ear. 

Burning  and  stinging  in  ears,  followed  by  deafness. 
Carbo  an.     Roaring  in.     (See   Ant.    c.)     Confused   hearing. 

Otorrhoea.     (See  Brom.) 
Carbo  veg.     Every  evening  heat  and  redness  of   right  ear. 
(Left  ear,  Alumina.) 

Throbbing  in.     (See   Bell.      Calc.    c.)     Foetid  otorrhoea. 

(See  Asaf.) 
Causticum.     His  own  words  re-echo  in  the  ears.     {Can't  hear 

human  voice.     Phos.,  Ars.) 

Roaring,  buzzing  in  ears.     (See  Bell.)     Stitches. 
Chamomilla.     Earache  in  infants.     (Also  Calc.  c,  Puis.) 

Stitches  and  tearing  in  ears.     (Also  Puis.) 

Thin  pus  from  ears.     {Thick,  green,  Puis.) 

Acuteness  of  hearing.     (Also  Cann.  #.) 

Swelling  of  parotids.     (Also  Bell.,  Calc,  Merc,  Rhus.) 

Chelidonium.     Loss  of  hearing  during  cough. 

Sensation  as  \f  wind  were  rushing  out  of  ears.     (  See  iEthu- 
sa.,  Stram.) 
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Chenopodium.     Tearing,  first  in  onfc,  then  in  the  other  ear. 
China.     Humming  and  ringing  in  ears.     Stitches  in  ears. 

Redness  of  lobules  of  ears.     (Also  Stann.) 
Cicuta  vir.     Deafness.     Bleeding  from  ears. 

Burning,  purulent  eruptions  before  and  behind  ears.     (  Also 
Graph.) 
Cinnabaris.     Roaring  in  ears.     (See  Ant.  c.)     Itching  in  ears. 
Clematis  e.     Ringing,  as  from  bells,  in  the  ears.     (See  Arg. 
nit.) 
Burning  heat  of  external  ear. 
Coccus  cacti.     Sudden  stitch  in  left  internal  ear,  extending  to 
the  left  side  of  the  neck  and  into  the  sternum. 
Itching  in  left  ear. 
Cocculus.     Right  ear  seems  closed.     Deafness. 

Sound  of  rushing  water  before  ears^    (See  iEth.,   Dig., 
Therid.) 
Colchicum.     Discharge  from  and  pain  in  the  ear  after  measles. 
(Also  Puis.) 
Dryness  and  stitches  in  the  ear  (in  the  evening). 
Coloctnth.     Throbbing  or  rushing  in  ears.     (See  Mth.) 
Conium.     Much  wax  (resembling  decayed  paper)  in  ear. 
Stitches;  humming,  ringing  in  ears.     See  Arg.  nit.) 
Creosotum.     Inflammation  of  left  ear,  with  stiffness  in  neck 

and  shoulders. 
Crocus  sat.     Roaring,  worse  on  stooping.     (See  Ant.  c.) 
Digitalis.      Hissing,    like  boiling  water  before   ears.      (See 
Cocc,  Thuya.) 
Swelling  behind  the  ear  and  in  parotid  gland. 
Drosera.     Roaring,  (See  Ant.  c.)  humming,   drumming,  buz- 
zing, in  ear.     (See  Arg.  n.) 
Elaps.  corr.     Buzzing  in  right  ear.     Confused  hearing. 

Serous,  greenish  yellow  or  bloody  otorrhoea.     (See  Aurum.) 

Fluoric  ac.     Itching  in,  causing  children  to  bore  in  ears.  (Also 

Mez.) 
Gelsem.     Sudden  deafness  for  a  short  time. 
Graph.     Feeling  of  water  in  left  ear.     (See  Dig.) 
Moisture  behind  the  ear.     (Also  Cic.  v.,  Lye.) 
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Guayacum.     Tearing  pain  in  left  ear.     (Also  Aeon.) 
IIepar  8.     Foetid  pus  from  ears,     (see  Aur.)    Whizzing,  thob- 
bing  in. 
Scurfy  eruption  behind  ears.     (Also  Graph.,  die.  v.,  Lye.) 
Ignatia.     Hard  hearing  except  for  speech.     (Reverse,  Are., 
Phos.) 
Rushing,  as  from  wind,  before  ears.     (See  Mez.) 
Jacaranda  c.     Flapping,  as  from  wings,  in  ears.  (See  Mag.  c.) 
Kali  bich.     Stitches  from  left  ear  into  side  of  the  head  and 
neck,  glands   swollen   and  painful   to  touch  (in  scarla- 
tina and  measles). 
Thick  yellowish  discharge  from  ears,  (after  scarlatina.) 
Kali  carb.      Stitches  from  within  to  without.     (Reverse,  Puis.) 
Swelling  of  parotid,  {right,  Merc,  left,  Rhus.) 
Singing,  roaring,  whizzing  in  ears.     (See  Ant.  c.) 
Kali  hyd.     Boring,  darting  in  ears. 
Lachnantes.     Singing,   crawling,   tearing  in  ears.     Deafness 

during  fever. 
Lycopodicm.  Over-sensitive  hearing.  \Also  Cann.  m<2.,Mur.  ac.) 
Moisture  behind  ears.     (Also  Graph.,  Hep.,  Cic.v.) 
Ringing,  roaring,  singing  in  ears.     (See  Ant.  c. ) 
Mag.  carb.     Whizzing,  fluttering  (see  Jacaranda),  buzzing  in 

ears. 
Manganum.     Pains  concentrate  in  ear.     Stitches,  cracking  in 

ears. 
Teucrium  m.     Hissing  in  ears  on  inhaling  or  talking.     (See 

Dig.) 
Mextaxthes.    Cracking  in  ears  on  masticating.  (See  Baryta  c. ) 
Mephitis.    Erysipelas  of  ears. 

Merc.   viv.     Tearing  earache.     (Also   Cham.,   Bell.,   Puis., 
Aeon.) 
Fungus  in  ear.     (Also  Sang.,  Staph.,  PhgtoL) 
Sounds  vibrate  in  ear.     Roaring,  buzzing,  ringing.     (Bee 

Ant.  c.) 
Pus  from  ears.     (See  Aurum.) 
Smelling  of  right  parotid.     (Left,  Rhus.) 
Merc,  pro-iod.     Boring  outward  in  left  ear. 
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Mezerum.     Feeling  of  wind  in  ears.     (See  Ignat.) 
Tendency  to  bore  in  ears.     (Also  Fluoric  ac.) 

Moschus.     Loud  reports  in  ears  followed  by  a  few  drops  of  blood. 
(See  Sil.) 

Mur.  AC.     Over-sensitive  hearing.     (Also  Lye,  Sil.,  Senega, 
Sul.,  Cann.  ind.) 
Pressing,  throbbing,  tingling,  humming,  whizzing  in  ears. 

Nat.  mur.     Cracking  in,  on  eating.     (See  Baryta.) 
Shooting  in,  with  pus  from  ear.     (See  Aur.) 
Humming,  ringing,  singing  in  ears.     (See  Ant.  c.) 

Nat.  nitr.     Coldness  of  right  concha,  heat  and  burning  of  left. 
Earache  at  night. 

Niccolum.     Stinging  in  ears.     Sudden  deafness. 

Nitrum.     Stitches  at  night.     Inflammation  of  right  lobe. 
Tension,  tearing  behind  (right)  ear. 

Nitric  ac     Cracking  in,  on  eating.     (See  Aloes.     See  Bar.) 
Own  words  re-echoed  in  ears.     (Also  Caust.) 
Stitches  in,  pus  from  ears.     (Also  Puis.) 

Nux  mosch.     Otalgia  in  right  ear.     (Left,  Puis.) 

Pains  in  ears  on  change  of  weather,  or  from  a  draft  of  air. 

Nux  vom.     Shocks,  stitches  in  ears  in  morning,  (evening  Puis.) 
Sounds  re-echo  in  ears.     (Also  Phos.  ac,  Caust)    Buz- 
zing, ringing  in  ears.     (See  Bell.) 

Paris  quad.     Feeling  of  hot  wind  passing  out  of  ears.     Press- 
ing, tearing  in  ears. 

Petrol.     Moist  tetter  behind  ears.     (See  Lye.) 

Pus  and  blood  from  ears.     Deafness ;   humming  in  ears. 

Phos.     Difficult  hearing,  especially  of  his  own  voice.  (See  Caust.) 

Phos.  ac.     Sounds  re-echo  in  ears.     (Also  Caust,  Nux  vom.) 
Stitches. 
Intolerance  to  the  sound  of  music.     (Violin,  viola  odor.) 

Psorinum.     Herpes  or  scurfs  over  and  around  ears.     Pus  from 
ear. 

Puls.     Darting,  tearing  pains  in  ears,  {especially  in  children). 
Thick  pus  from  left  ear.     (See  Kali  b.  and  Aur.) 
Deafness  from  cold,  having  hair  cut,  or  from  measles. 
Hard  black  wax  in  ears. 
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Ratanhia.     Chirping  in  right  ear.     Acute  darting  in  right  ear. 

Rhododendron.     Sensation  as  from  a  worm  in  the  ear. 

Twitching  pains  in  ear.     Buzzing. 

Rhus  tox.     Bloody  pus   from   ears.     (Also  Puis.,  Calc,  see 
Aur.) 
Swelling  of  left  parotid.     (Right  Merc,  v.) 

Sang.     Stinging  in  ears  with  vertigo. 

Secale  c.     Humming,  roaring,  often  with  deafness,  (especially 

from  quinine).     See  Gale. 

Selenium.     Deafness  from  hardened  wax  in  ears. 

Sepia.     Stinging  in  ears.      Thin  pus  .from  ears.     (Also  Puis.) 

Swelling  of  ear.     Tetters  on  the  lobe  of  the  ear. 

Silicia.     Stoppage  of  the  ears,  which  open  with  a  loud  report. 

(  See  Moschus). 
Swelling  and  suppuration  of  the  ears. 

Hard  swelling  of  parotid.     (Also  Merc,  Rhus.,  Calc,  Bell. 

Hearing  too  acute.     (See  Mur.  ac.) 
Spigelia.     Pressing  pains  in  ears.     Periodical  deafness. 
Stannum.      Ulceration  of  the  ring-hole  in  lobule. 

Screaming  in  ears  on  blowing  the  nose. 
Stram.     Sense  of  wind  rushing  out  of  ear.     (Also  Chelid.) 
Sulphur.     Stinging  in  left  ear;  {tearing  Aeon.,  itching  Calc.  c.) 

Sound  of  water  in  ear.     (SeeMez.) 

Hearing  too  acute.     (See  Mur.  ac.) 

Sulph.  AC.     Deafness  as  from  a  leaf  lying  before  ear.     Also 
Ant.  c.) 

Tellurium.     Itching  and   swelling  of    left  ear,   with  painful 

throbbing,  followed  by  a  watery  discharge,  smelling  like 

fish-brine,    which  corrodes  the  parts  over  which  it  flows. 

Terebinthina.     Sound  in  ears  as  from  the  striking  of  a  clock. 

Theridion.     Roaring,  as  from  a  waterfall.     (See  Cocc,  iEth.) 

Sounds  penetrate  through  the  whole  body. 

Thuya.     Sound  as  from  boiling  water  in  ears.     (See  Dig.) 

Stitches  from  neck  into  ear.     (Reverse,  Kali  b.) 

Oozing  from  right  ear,  smelling  putrid. 

Viola  odorata.     Aversion   to  music   (especially   the  violin). 

(Also  Phos.  ac.) 
Zincum.     Earache  of  children.     (Also  Puis.,  Calc.,  Cham.) 

Stitches  in,  swelling  of  or  foetid  pus  from  ears.     (See  Aur.) 
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OLmOAL  BOTES,  TBAKSLATED  FBOM  FOBEIGN  JOUBNALS. 


By  C.  A.  Jaigbb,  M.  D.t  Elgin,  Ills. 


Glonoine  in  Neuralgia  op  the  Teeth.  —  Several  cases  are 
reported  where  the  seat  of  pain  was  in  the  right  molars,  and  at 
the  termini  of  the  infra-orbital  nerve,  also  pain  in  the  right  tem- 
ple and  ear,  &c.  Pain  was  continued  with  sudden  spontaneous 
exacerbations,  now  in  the  right  and  then  in  the  left  jaw,  chan- 
ging from  cheek  bone  to  the  ear  or  head.  Neither  cold  or  warm 
air,  nor  motion  or  rest  would  aggravate  the  pain.  The  gums 
are  somewhat  swollen  and  tender,  painful  to  the  touch,  and  ap- 
pear longer.  Glon.  18,  in  water,  has  effected  most  satisfactory 
results. — [Dr.  Gaillard1  in  the  Journal  du  Dispens.  Hahnemann. 

Thein  and  Caffein. — It  is  generally  known  that  tea  con- 
tains the  same  active  principle  as  coffee.  The  chemical  analysis 
has  demonstrated  that  thein  is  identical  with  caffein.  Dr.  Leven 
made  with  both  substances,  experiments  on  animals,  to  ascertain 
whether  the  physiological  actions  were  the  same  or  not.  He 
came  to  the  following  results : 

The  toxical  action  of  both  substances  upon  animals;  are  dif- 
ferent. Thein,  in  order  to  produce  the  same  toxical  effects  as 
caffein,  must  be  •  administered  in  double  doses.  Thein  causes 
convulsive  motions  in  the  extremities,  which  were  not  observed 
by  caffein.  The  other  physiological  effects  are  the  same.  Both 
alcaloids  seem  to  excite  the  action  of  the  heart,  and  process 
of  respiration.  Through  the  excitation  of  the  circulation,  they 
irritate  the  central  nervous  system.  The  tetanic  circulation, 
which  develops  itself  during  their  action,  is  dependent  upon  the 
excitation  of  the  spinal  marrow.  —  [Archives  de  Physiologic. 

Haemoptysis — Copaiva. — Dr.  Almis,  in  Gazette  Med.  Paris, 
speaks  of  five  cases,  of  very  severe  haemoptysis,  where  the  va- 
rious remedies  had  been  used  without  success,  and  after  prescri- 
bing balsam  copaiva  in  capsules,  the  bleeding  was  arrested.  In 
all  cases  the  bleeding  ceased  whenever  the  remedy  was  given  — 
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they  were  all  cases  of  tuberculosus.  One,  a  woman  30  years 
old,  a  cure  was  effected.  Another  case,  a  man  aged  50,  the 
h&morrhagia  always  returned,  when  the  remedy  was  discontin- 
ued, but  it  would  arrest  it  whenever  it  was  given.  Dr.  A.  has 
also  seen  very  good  effects  from  oleum  terebinth,  in  fifteen 
drop  doses  several  times  a  day  in  haemoptysis.  He  adds,  that 
both  remedies  act  merely  as  palliatives,  but  even  as  such  are  of 
great  value. 

Iodine. — Prof.  Williams  prescribed  some  few  years  ago  in 
typhus  fever,  iodine,  and  by  so  doing  he  discovered  a  heretofore 
unknown  action  of  this  remedy;  namely,  disinfectant. 

He  has  since  that  period  continued  his  investigations,  and 
had  sufficient  opportunity  to  extend  his  researches  during  a  wide 
spread  epidemic  of  typhus  in  Finland.  His  former  experience 
was  confirmed,  that  iodine  given  internally  could  not  more  readi- 
ly arrest  the  fully  developed  typhus  process,  than  other  well- 
known  means ;  but  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  decline,  when 
properly  applied,  it  modifies  the  typhus  poison,  so  that  the 
fever  is  much  milder,  and  the  number  of  deaths  evidently 
in  smaller  proportion.  He  has  found  that  iodine  is  equally 
of  great  benefit  in  abdominal  as  well  as  exanthematic  typhus. 

W.  has  also  met  with  much  success  in  malarious  fevers,  by  ad- 
ministering iodine.  His  administration  is  twelve  grains  kali 
iod.  to  one  drm.  distilled  water.  (Does  not  say  how  much  for  a 
dose  or  how  repeated.) — [Virch.  Arch.  47,  2. 

Treatment  of  Itch  in  the  Berlin  Charity  Hospital.  — 
The  patient  is  put  in  a  warm  bath,  (27-30°R.)  and  remains  in  it 
about  half  an  hour;  immediately  after — having  been  thorough- 
ly wiped  off — the  patient  is  rubbed  all  over,  excepting  the  head, 
with  Peru  balsam,  morning,  noon  and  evening,  say  for  two  days, 
using  every  time  about  forty  drops.  After  the  third  rubbing — 
in  the  evening — the  bedding  and  linen  of  the  patient  must  be 
changed,  as  a  precaution  against  being  newly  invested  with  par- 
asites, which  may  be  concealed  in  the  bed,  &c.  On  the  morn- 
ing succeeding  the  sixth  inunction,  (being  the  third  day  tff  the 
treatment),  the  patient  receives  a  tepid  bath,  the  whole  body  be- 
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ing  washed — sometimes  he  is  rubbed  in  the  bath  with  green  soap. 
This  treatment  is  mild  and  very  effective ;  the  itching  is  very 
readily  controlled,  and  the  parasites  are  frequently  killed  after 
one  application. 

Chloride  of  Lime — has  been  found  of  great  benefit  in  chol- 
era. The  remedy  is  given  after  the  cause  and  the  complications 
have  been  removed.  Dose,  from  one-half  grain  to  one  grain  per 
day,  dissolved  in  water.  Generally,  an  active  cathartic  was 
given  previous  to  the  lime,  and  during  the  first  twenty-four  hours 
improvement  is  observed,  which  generally  continues,  and  in  eight 
to  fourteen  days  the  cure  is  completed. — [Gazz.  Med.  Ital. 
Lomb.  1869. 

Whooping  Cough. — Dr.  Sondahl,  in  Stockholm,  has  been 
successful  in  the  treatment  of  whooping  cough,  with  kali  brom. 
He  orders  3.75  parts  of  kali  brom.  to  120.0  parts  of  aqua  foen- 
ic,  with  syr."  senega  or  diacodii.  Dose,  to  small  children,  a  tea 
spoonful,  &c.  Dr.  S.  recommends  this  remedy,  also,  in  asth- 
matic affections  of  children.  The  remedy,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
author,  has  a  specific  action  upon  the  nervus  vagus,  and  in- 
creases the  secretion. 

Sulphur  Vapor — has  been  very  successfully  used  by  Dr. 
Lenzberg  in  Favus.  He  places  a  small  barrel  with  live  coals 
upon  the  head  of  the  patient,  putting  a  piece  of  leather  or  wood 
beneath  the  vessel  as  a  support,  then  sprinkles  sulphur  upon  it ; 
the  vapor  thus  developed,  is  confined  by  means  of  a  paper  bag 
—  cornet — which  fits  close  to  the  head  of  the  patient,  leaving  it 
remain  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  making  the  applica- 
tion daily.  The  doctor  says,  that  by  this  application  he  has 
been  able  to  cure  favus  in  a  period  of  from  four  to  eight  weeks. 
His  experience  extends  through  several  years.  The  parasitical 
fungi,  which  invest  the  superficial  nerve,  die  very  rapidly,  and 
L.  says  there  is  no  doubt,  that  the  sulphur  vapor  penetrates  to 
the  sebaceous  glands  and  destroys  there  the  fungi,  if  we  perse- 
vere in  the  application. — [Der  Praet.  Arzt.,  Febr.  1869. 
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OPEHING  OF  THE  MEDICAL  THEATERS. 
Management  of  the  Performances. 


There  is  an  outside  as  well  as  an  inside;  a  comic  as  well  as  a  serious  as- 
pect; an  elevated  as  well  as  ridiculous  manner  in  the  management  of 
those  educational  machines,  which  about  this  time  of  the  year  are  put  in 
working  order  for  "  the  elevation  of  the  standard  of  medical  educa- 
tion/' which  "  offer  every  facility  for  the  attainment  of  a  complete 
acquirement  of  medical  knowledge/'  which  possess  "large  and  well 
ventilated  dissecting  apartments/'  u fine  museums/'  "comfortable  lec- 
ture rooms/'  and  the  balance  of  the  old  story,  which  is  dinned  into 
our  ears  from  all  quarters  of  the  country,  and  from  all  medical  col- 
leges, whether  of  the  old  or  new  school,  eclectic,  hydropathic  or  hy- 
gienic. 

These  various  institutions,  whose  avowed  aim  is  to  impart  that  in- 
struction which  is  necessary  to  the  "scientific  practice  of  medicine/' 
are  undergoing  their  annual  repairs.  The  innumerable  tobacco  stains, 
as  far  as  possible,  have  been  scoured  from  "the  lofty  halls  of  science." 
Attractive  skeletons  with  highly  polished  bones  are  suspended  in  the 
most  frequented  apartments.  Malformations  the  most  hideous,  and 
plates  of  diseases  the  most  unsightly,  are  arranged   with   beautiful 
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regularity  on  the  most  prominent  shelves  in  the  museum;  and  the 
highly  perfumed  and  greasy  dissecting  room,  that  fills  with  ghostly 
horror  the  mind  of  the  novice,  but  which  forms  the  topic  of  conver- 
sation and  is  the  subject  of  all  the  epistles  that  the  second  course  stu- 
dent writes  to  a  distant  though  affectionate  mamma,  has  been  arranged 
for  the  reception  of  its  visitors,  whether  alive  or  dead.  The  various 
utensils  are  polished  to  a  degree,  and  the  cauldron  appropriated  to 
various  boiling  purposes  has  been  enlivened  by  the  artistic  touches 
of  the  painter. 

Gradually  the  students  come  dropping  into  the  cities  made  sacred 
to  Apollo  by  temples  dedicated  to  his  peculiar  art.  They  are  anxious 
to  penetrate  into  the  mysteries  of  medicine  and  its  collateral  sciences. 
Many  of  them  "  thirst  for  blood/'  are  eager  to  subscribe  for  the  body 
of  the  first  defunct  mortal  who  is  laid  on  the  tables  in  the  dissecting 
room,  and  long  to  know  something  of  those  diseases,  the  concise  des- 
cription of  which  they  may  have  seen  in  the  "domestic  medicine"  at 
home;  at  whichever  institute  they  imagine  their  ideas  will  be  most 
fully  realized,  to  that  one  they  immediately  attach  themselves. 

Posted  on  the  black-board  of  each  medical  college,  they  find  the 
order  in  which  those  lectures,  styled  "  Introductories,"  are  to  be  de- 
livered, and  perhaps  on  the  margin  of  the  card,  a  written  "  P.  S.," 
informing  "all  interested  in  the  study  of  medicine  that  on  the  follow- 
ing Saturday  a  surgical  clinic  will  be  held  at  12,  M.,  at  which  time 
an  operation,  one  of  the  most  interesting  in  surgery,  will  be  perform- 
ed/' It  is  remarkable  what  a  series  of  cases,  requiring  the  most 
bloody  surgical  performances,  present  themselves  at  this  season.  Could 
it  be  possible  that  they  are  manufactured  ? 

But  let  us  suppose  that  the  evening  appointed  for  the  delivery  of 
the  first  "  Introductory"  has  arrived.  Long  before  the  appointed  time, 
a  crowd — if  the  college  is  of  old  standing— is  around  the  entrance 
of  the  lecture  room,  impatience  is  manifested,  and  tobacco  is  generally 
in  great  demand;  although  we  are  happy  to  believe  that  the  "use  of 
the  weed"  is  not  nearly  so  fashionable  at  present  among  students  as 
it  was  in  years  gone  by.  The  important  hour  arrives.  The  bell 
wielded  by  the  vigorous  arm  of  a  consequential  Janitor,  sounds  loud- 
ly through  the  hall;  the  students  enter  the  lecture  room  and  are 
quickly  seated.  The  act  commences,  a  door  opens  and  with  heads 
erect  and  in  stately  order  the  luminaries  of  the  profession  (attended 
always  by  their  satellites)  issue  from  behind  the  scenes.  A  little  in  the 
rear,  with  a  small  black  covered  book  placed  under  his  arm  in  the 
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most  approved  style,  is  the  "lion  "  of  the  evening.  As  he  is  recognized 
by  the  audience  the  applause  perceptibly  increases;  as  with  easy  step 
he  moves  toward  the  rostrum,  it  decreases  to  a  rumbling,  which,  by  the 
time  he  has  gained  the  platform,  is  succeeded  by  a  death-like  calm. 
As  for  the  gentleman  himself — a  regular  old  stager — he  is  perfectly 
cool  and  collected ;  he  opens  his  lecture .  book,  cast  an  approving  and 
benign  smile  around  the  room,  and  refreshes  himself  with  a  glass  of 
water.  After  having  dried  his  lips  with  a  snow  white  pocket  handker- 
chief and  deposited  that  article  in  a  convenient  position,  with  a  voice 

"  Like  the  master  tones  of  a  rich  instrument'" 

he  pronounces  the  word,  "  Gentlemen."  This  is  enough  for  the 
highly  delighted  audience,  and  an  appeal  of  thunder  testifies  their  ap- 
probation. He  then  proceeds  to  welcome  the  young  gentlemen  to  the 
"stately  halls  of  science" — recognizes  old  acquaintances  and  is  happy 
to  perceive  many  new  faces  in  the  assemblage — then  remarks  on  the 
many  thousands  of  miles  that  some  have  travelled,  to  be  instructed  in 
the  noble  art  of  medicine.  He  becomes  tender  and  pathetic  when  he 
relates  the  parting  between  the  father  or  mother,  sister  or  brother, 
[sniffling  among  the  audience]  and  with  a  happy  expression  of  coun- 
tenance, makes  mention  of  some  imaginary  female,  standing  or.  a 
prominence  waving  a  pocket-handkerchief  to  a  departing  lover.  [Tre- 
mendous and  prolonged  applause,  and  the  "respected  colleagues  "  in 
the  back  ground  exchange  approving  smiles.] 

After  this  introduction  it  is  taken  for  granted  that  no  subject  would 
prove  so  interesting  to  the  present  audience  as  a  "  hasty  glance  at  the 
history  of  medicine/'  The  following  gentlemen  are  then  introduced, 
and  each  with  his  stereotyped  encomium.  Esculapius,  who  on  ac- 
count of  the  benefits  conferred  upon  his  race,  was  deified  by  the  an- 
cients. Hippocrates,  whose  aphorisms  should  be  deeply  studied  by 
every  medical  gentleman.  The  celebrated  Arabians,  Khazes  and  Avi- 
cenna,  for  the  hundredth,  nay  thousandth  time  are  mentioned.  Galen 
and  Celsus  are  spoken  of  as  men  whose  astute  minds  pierced  through 
the  darkness  of  error  and  superstition  and  discovered  afar  the  gleam- 
ing of  truth.  It  is  remarked  that  the  dissoluteness  of  Paracelsus 
should  be  partly  counter-balanced  by  the  richness  of  his  intellect  and 
the  profundity  of  his  thought;  and  the  audience  are  here  informed, 
by  way  of  parenthesis,  that  the  great  man  deluded  himself  with  the 
idea  that  he  had  discovered  the  much-sought-after  elixir  vitas,  but  un- 
fortunately expired  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  with  a  bottle  of  his  fa- 
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vorite  catholicon  in  bis  pocket.  Then  with  a  burst  of  eloquence,  in 
which  gratitude  and  admiration  predominate,  the  "  immortal"  Harvey 
is  made  to  pass  before  "the  mind's  eye"  of  the  admiring  audience. 
After  noting  how  frequently  the  most  trivial  incidents  have  led  to  the 
greatest  results,  the  following  sentence  or  something  akin  to  it,  is 
twisted  in :  "  For  as  the  falling  of  an  apple  revealed  to  the  reflective 
mind  of  Newton  the  immutable  law  of  gravitation,  so  the  exemption 
from  a  loathsome  disease  of  those  much  given  to  the  care  and  hand- 
ling of  cattle,  led  the  renowned  Jenner  to  discover  the  prophylactic 
virtues  of  the  vaccine  virus."  After  having  mentioned  these  ancient 
upholders  of  medical  science,  the  following  bears  some  resemblance  to 
the  concluding  remarks :  "  But  it  is  useless,  gentlemen,  to  look  so  far 
into  the  gloom  of  ages,  rendered  darker  by  perspective,  to  observe  the 
bright  lights  in  the  history  of  medicine,  for  in  the  century  in  which 
we  live,  and  in  our  own  loved  country,  the  galaxy  of  professional 
brightness  is  rendered  more  resplendently  glorious  by  the  halo  which 
surrounds  the  immortal  names  of  a  Hush,  a  Physic,  a  Chapman  or  a 
Mott,  and"  (gestures  with  both  hands  and  energetic)  "is  it  unreason- 
able to  suppose,  that  some  of  those  whom  I  now  have  the  honor  of  ad- 
dressing, may,  after  a  well-earned  reputation  in  this  life,  receive  their 
appointed  places  as  the  brightest  stars  in  the  firmament  of  medicine, 
whose  cheering  ray  will  bring  comfort  to  the  sick,  the  heart-broken, 
and  the  dying,  and  whose  unvarying  radiance,  perceptible  throughout 
all  ages,  will  steadily  pour  forth  their  floods  of  light,  for  the  eternal 
benefit  of  the  human  family ! ! " 

Verbum  sap. 

Do  let  us  have  something  new. 


»>  ♦ 
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MATERNITY:  A  Popular  Treatise  for  young  Wives  and  Mothers.    By  T.  S. 
Vbbdi,  M.  D.,  of  Washington.     New  York.    T.B.Ford,    pp.451.     1870. 

Homoeopathy  is  gradually  taking  possession  of  the  hearts  of  the 
people,  and  therefore,  a  higher  order  of  popular  works  is  necessary 
than  those  we  have  had  heretofore.  Dr.  T.  S.  Verdi,  of  Wash- 
ington, has  just  written   a  book,  which  is  styled  "  Maternity,"  and 
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which  contains  some  exceedingly  valuable  information,  not  only  for 
young  wives  and  mothers,  but  also  for  young  and  even  old  physicians. 
Heretofore  the  works  which  were  styled  "  popular/'  ou  the  subjects 
treated  of  in  Dr.  Verdi's  book,  were  generally  "  catch-penny  "  con- 
cerns, to  entrap  the  over  curious,  the  young,  or  the  immoral,  and 
their  tendency  was  to  increase  depravity,  and  generally  to  "place 
sheckels  under  the  girth"  of  the  author,  who  was  in  most  instances 
a  quack.  The  fact  is,  that  so  generally  has  this  been  the  case,  that 
the  profession  as  a  body  has  learned  to  condemn  such  publica- 
tions. It  required,  then,  no  little  confidence  in  so  prominent  a  mem- 
ber of  our  school,  to  hand  to  the  public  a  complete  treatise  on  a  sub- 
ject of  vital  import,  not  only  to  the  "mothers  of  the  period,"  but  to 
the  rising  generation.  The  whole  work  is  full  of  sound  sense  and 
excellent  ideas,  and  the  treatment  of  various  diseases  is  laid  down 
with  precision  and  conciseness.  Let  some  of  the  mothers  to  whom 
this  work  is  addressed,  look  over  the  remarks  on  "  How  to  dress  the 
children;"  "How  to  clothe  the  infant  while  asleep;"  nay  even, 
"  How  to  appreciate  the  cries/'  of  the  little  ones,  and  they  will  thank 
the  author  for  his  care  in  their  behalf.  If  they  have  not  sufficient 
nourishment  for  their  offspring,  they  may  find  how  to  prepare  and  se- 
lect from  twenty  articles.  They  will  find  when  children  should  study, 
and  how  they  should  learn;  when  to  exercise  and  what  games  are  best 
for  the  sexes.  In  fact  this  book  fills  an  important  place  in  our  popular 
literature,  and  will  rank  with  the  best  essays  of  the  kind  in  the  world. 

TBB  TWO  SYSTEMS  COMPARED.     By   R.   Stoddard   Gee,  M.  D.     DeU- 
van,  Wis.     pp  306. 

Far  off  in  the  West,  in  a  small  town  in  Wisconsin,  the  war  of  the 
"  'pathies "  has  been  waging.  The  champion  of  Homoeopathy  is  R. 
Stoddard  Gee,  and  he  is  a  Goliath  of  Gath.  The  book  before  us  is  a 
"  Letter  to  J.  B.  Hemiuway,  M.  D./'  an  old  school  physician  who 
has  seen  fit  to  throw  discredit  on  the  system  of  Hahnemann.  Dr.  Gee 
spares  not  his  opponent,  he  is  often  very  personal,  but  at  the  same 
time  very  fearless.  When  we  say  that  Dr.  G.  has,  besides  this  book 
of  306  printed  pages,  circulated  three  thousand  pamphlets,  and  deliv- 
ered over  a  score  of  lectures  to  the  people  on  Homoeopathy,  and  that 
his  life  has  even  been  threatened  by  his  enemies,  it  will  be  seen  that 
he  is  indeed  in  earnest.  There  are  many  typographical  errors  in  the 
work,  but  taking  it  altogether,  in  style,  binding  and  printing,  and  re- 
membering where  the  work  has  been  done,  we  say  that  it  is  rather  a 
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remarkable  production.  It  will  be  worth  possessing  for  others  to  read 
when  we  have  passed  away,  and  will  show  the  author  to  be  a  fearless 
man  and  a  firm  advocate  of  the  cause  of  Homoeopathy. 

On  page  301  we  find  the  following  concluding  remarks: 

"  We  must  say  we  would  much  rather  have  entered  into  a  contro- 
versy without  language  destined  to  injure  the  feelings  of  any,  with- 
out criticism  or  sarcasm,  without  appealing  to  the  prejudices  or  pas- 
sions of  the  public. 

"We  have,  however,  only  followed  the  example  set  by  those  who 
have  hurled  their  odious  epithets  upon  us.  We  would  that  this  were 
otherwise,  and  in  the  battle  for  right  a  respectful  and  honorable  spirit 
might  ever  mark  the  character  of  rival  disputants. 

4i  We  have  looked  for  and  expect  opposition  in  the  practice  of 
Homoeopathy.  We  expect  to  have  many  a  hard  fought  battle  before 
our  work  is  done,  before  the  people  are  freed  from  prejudice,  which 
your  misrepresentations  fan  into  a  flame.  But  the  time  has  come  when 
the  sword  of  persecution  by  all  Allopathists  should  be  sheathed,  and 
investigation  take  its  place. 

"  When  Allopathists  will  take  this  course,  and  act  the  part  of  pro- 
fessional gentlemen,  rest  assured  that  Homoeopathists  will  follow. 

"  And  finally,  that  this  course  may  be  brought  about,  and  that  there 
may  be  no  more  talk  on  your  part,  or  that  of  your  friends,  about  our 
qualifications  or  the  respective  treatments  of  the  two  systems,  we  make 
you  the  following  proposition : 

"  We  will  allow  any  Allopathist  of  Delavan  to  visit  our  patients 
with  us,  and  submit  our  practice  to  their  criticism,  provided  they  will 
allow  us  to  visit  theirs,  granting  us  the  same  privilege.  We  will  each 
explain,  in  writing,  our  views  of  the  case,  the  nature  of  the  disease, 
the  remedies  to  be  given,  the  size  of  the  dose,  what  given  for,  and 
what  effect  we  designed  to  produce  with  the  remedy.  We  will  then, 
through  the  columns  of  the  "Delavan  Republican/'  criticise  each 
other's  practice.  We  will  pay  for  your  communication  and  you  for 
ours.  Submit  to  this  proposition  or  the  one  on  page  forty-six,  or  in 
behalf  of  suffering  humanity  and  high  heaven,  keep  silent. 

"  Respectfully  submitted  by 

"R.  STODDARD  GEE." 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
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THE  BRITI8H  0OHGRE88  OF  HOMCEOPATHIO  FHY8I0IAH8. 
Lttter  from  J.  Homy  Moore,  F.  R.  0.  8. 


6,  Oxford  Street,  Liverpool, 

August  12th,  1870. 
Dear  Dr.  Helmuth  : 

I  have  been  waiting  till  the  arrangements  for  our  forthcoming  "  Gen- 
eral Congress  of  Homoeopathic  Practitioners"  have  been  completed; 
in  order  to  give  you  the  names  of  those  who  will  read  Essays  before 
the  meeting.  Hence  the  delay  of  my  promised  letter.  From  Dr, 
Evan  Frazer,  of  Hull,  one  of  the  Secretaries,  I  have  this  day  re- 
ceived the  following  particulars : 

The  Congress  will  meet  at  Birmingham,  (in  the  Midland  Counties, 
the  centre  of  the  great  iron  and  hardware  manufactures),  about  noon, 
on  Wednesday,  the  28th  of  September. 

Proceedings  will  commence  with  the  President's  Address.  The 
President,  nominated  by  the  British  Homoeopathic  Society,  is  Dr. 
Drysdale  of  this  town,  who  has  chosen  for  his  subject  "Modern  Medi- 
cine and  Homoeopathy." 

2d.     John  Moore,  Esq.,  of  Liverpool,  on  "  Ovarian  and  Uterine  Dis- 
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3d.    Dr.    Hayle   of  Rochdale — (one  of  John  Bright's  Medical 
attendants,  I  may  mention,  en  passant,) — on  "  Symptomatology." 

4th.     Dr.  Madden,  London,  on  "How  to  Study  the  Homoeopathic 
Materia  Medica." 

5th.  Dr.  8harp,  Rugby,  on  "  The  Action  of  Drugs." 
6th.  Dr.  Black,  Clifton,  on  "  Acute  Rheumatism." 
These  are  all  prominent  and  representative  men — extreme  Hahne- 
mannians  not  included — of  our  school,  and  your  readers  will  agree 
with  me  that  sound,  interesting,  diversified  and  practical  subjects  have 
been  selected.  We  shall  all  endeavor  to  make  the  attendance  a  suc- 
cess ;  though  there  is  the  greatest  difficulty  to  some  of  us,  practising 
in  isolation,  to  leave  our  practice  for  24  hours.  You  will  see  that 
three  out  of  the  six  essayists  are  from  Lancashire,  whioh  county  there- 
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fore  seems  to  be  pretty  strong  in  Homoeopathic  skill,  and  such  is  the 
fact.  Here,  in  England,  where  people  mostly  "follow  their  leader" 
the  warm  and  reasoning  adoption  of  Homoeopathy  by  a  great  "  Tribune 
of  the  people,"  like  John  Bright,  has  done  much  for  the  system  in 
his  vicinity. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  very  successful  and  interesting  session  of 
the  American  Institute  of  Homoeopathy — whose  proceedings  are  so 
well  reported  in  your  last  (double)  number. 

I  fear  this  is  the  last  note  I  can  send  you,  about  the  Congress,  on 
account  of  its  near  approach.  The  members  will  probably  dine  together 
in  the  evening.  Yours,  very  truly, 

J.  Murray  Moors. 


-•-♦■ 
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G.  H.  Morrill,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Editor. 

New  Method  of  Transfusion  of  Blood. — Dr.  Gesellus,  a  phy- 
sician of  St.  Petersburg,  says  La  SanU  Publiquc,  employs  the  blood 
of  the  cutaneous  capillaries  for  transfusion,  rejecting  the  use  of  defi- 
brinated  blood  and  venous  blood.  For  this  purpose  he  employs  a  little 
apparatus,  fom posed  of  very  thin  cupping-glass;  a  scarificator  with 
nineteen  small  blades  arranged  in  five  rows,  and  exposed  by  pressure 
upon  a  button ;  a  small  pneumatic  pump  situated  at  the  superior  and 
lateral  portion  of  the  apparatus;  a  glass  transfusion  tube  hermetic- 
ally connected  at  the  base  of  the  same  apparatus,  and  capable  of  con- 
taining five  ounces  of  blood,  the  tube  terminating  in  a  small  trocar 
for  opening  the  vein.  Cupping-glass  and  tube  are  enveloped  in  a  jack- 
et of  caoutchouc,  which,  filled  with  water  at  35°C,  prevents  the  coagu- 
lation of  the  blood.  The  cupping-glass  being  placed  upon  the  back 
of  the  individual  from  whom  the  blood  is  to  be  taken,  and  the  tube, 
well  closed,  falling  perpendicularly  below,  it  is  kept  in  position  with 
the  left  hand,  while  the  right  hand  produces  the  vacuum  by  working 
the  piston.  As  soon  as  the  individual  experiences  a  painful  sensation, 
a  stroke  of  the  palm  of  the  hand  upon  the  button  of  the  scarificator, 
plunges  the  blades  into  the  skin  and  the  blood  flows.  The  tube  being 
filled,  the  stop-cock  near  the  trocar  is  opened,  and  the  trocar  being 
plunged  into  the  median  cephalic  or  basilio  vein  of  the  invalid,  the 


328  General  News. 

blood  enters  by  force  of  gravity  into  the  vessel.  A  turn  of  the  stop- 
cock interrupts  the  operation.  A  graduated  scale  upon  the  glass  of 
the  tube  indicates  at  each  instant  the  quantity  of  blood  injected. 

Eating  Hair.  —  A  woman,  aged  thirty,  died  lately  in  Lincolnshire, 
who  had  been  under  medical  treatment  for  some  time  for  a  supposed 
tumor  in  the  stomach.  On  a  post  mortem  examination  a  solid  mass, 
weighing  nearly  two  pounds  was  taken  from  the  stomach.  It  formed 
a  rough  mould  of  that  organ,  and  the  termination  of  the  oesophagus. 
It  was  found  to  be  composed  of  human  hair,  and  one  of  her  sisters 
states  deceased  was  in  the  habit  of  swallowing  her  own  hair.  It  is 
not  often  such  a  case  is  met  with. — Med.  Press  and  Circular. 

Anaesthetics. — The  medical  men  of  Lyons,  France,  have  declared 
for  ether  and  against  chloroform.  M.  Petrequin,  ex-Surgeon-in- 
Chief  of  the  Hotel  Dieu  at  Lyons,  says: — It  is  evident  that  the  dan- 
ger lies  in  chloroform  itself.  If  it  kills,  it  is  not  because  it  is  impure ; 
it  is  because  it  is  in  its  nature  a  poison. 

Insanity  among  Southern  Women. — Miss  Dix  has  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  snuff-dipping  is  the  chief  cause  of  insanity  among 
Southern  women.  She  obtained  her  information  while  on  a  tour 
among  the  Southern  asylums  and  prisons. 

Chronic  Catarrh.  The  tincture  of  aconite  taken  in  drop  doses 
every  four  hours,  has  cured  this  troublesome  symptom  when  the  ordi- 
nary remedies  had  been  tried  unsuccessfully.*  Opium  has  a  similar 
action  in  such  cases. 

St.  Louis  has  decided  that  prostitution  is  a  necessary  evil,  and  has 
appointed  agents  whose  duty  it  is  to  see  that  the  women  are  kept  in  a 
healthy  condition. 

The  women  have  failed  at  Vienna,  Munich  and  Edinburgh,  what- 
ever they  may  have  accomplished  elsewhere,  the  authorities  deciding 
that  only  males  could  legally  matriculate. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Byers,  ••  Allopath,"  of  Wisconsin,  has  been  appointed 
missionary  to  Corsica.  He  will  set  sail  for  the  mission  in  a  short 
time. 

One  of  the  graduates  of  the  Woman's  Medical  College,  of 
Philadelphia,  has  gone  as  missionary  to  India. 
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MATERIA   MEDICA, 


OHAEAOTERISTIOB  H  EtfTERMITTEOT  PEVEB. 


By  W.  L.  Bretfoglk,  M.  D.,   Louisville,  Ky., 


Realizing  the  importance  of  an  application  of  Homoeopathy  to 
the  Intermittent  fevers  which  are  now  so  prevalent,  and  with  a 
desire  to  do  away  with  the  use  of  so  much  Quinine,  in  the  profes- 
sion, by  those  "lazy  practitioners"  who  do  not  care  to  study 
their  cases,  I  have  been  led  to  compare  a  few  leading  symptoms 
for  their  special  use,  believing  as  I  do  that  every  case  can  be 
controlled  by  a  similar  remedy* 

Alumina.     Chill  on  alternate  days,  generally  in  evening. 
During  day,  chill ;  during  night,  fever. 
Heat  ascends  over  the  body.  (Also  Sepia,  Lach.,  Sulph.  ac, 

Descends,  Nat.  c.) 
Inability  to   perspire,  or  one-sided  perspirations.      (See 
Merc,  v.) 
Ambra   gris.     Chill  in  forenoon  with  sleepiness.     (Afternoon, 
Apis,  see  Nux  m.) 
Flushes  of  heat  every  fifteen  minutes,  (worse  in  the  even- 
tog)- 
Perspires  from  least  exertion.    (Also  Merc,  v.) 
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Ammo.  garb.     Intermittent  fever,  with  perspiration  only  on  the 

joints. 
Ammo.  mur.   Intermittent  fever,  accompanied  with  cough.   (Di- 
arrhoea, Puis.,  see  Oxalic  ac.) 
Perspiration  on  face,  palms  of  hands,  and  soles  of  feet.  (See 

Arg.  m. 
Anacardium.     External  heat  with  internal   chill.      (Reverse 

Gelsem.) 

Angustura.     Chill  in  the  morning,  preceded  by  thirst. 

Violent  chill  every  afternoon  at  3  o'clock.     (Also  Apis,  see 
Ars.) 

Heat  at  3  A.  M.  followed  by  chilliness. 
Ant.  crud.     Intermittent  fevers,   with  desire  to  sleep,  and  ab- 
sence of  thirst.     (Also  Apis,  see  Puis.) 

Perspiration   on   awaking,    every   other    morning.      (See 

Bar.  c,  Ferr.) 

Apis.     Chill  between   3  and  4  every  afternoon.     (See  Angust. 
and  Ars.) 

After  the  fever  paroxysm,  sleep.     (See  Eupat.,  Ant.  c.) 

Alternate  perspiration  and  dryness  of  skin. 

Arg.  met.     With  perspiration  only  on  abdomen  (also  cicuta  v.) 

and  chest.     (See  Amo.  m.) 
Arnica.     Internal  chill,  external  heat.     (Also  Anac,  reverse 

Gelsem.) 
Intermittent   fever,   chill   in   morning,   (also  Nat.  m.)  with 

drawing  pains  in  bones  before  fever.      (Before  chills, 

Therid.) 
Breath  and  perspiration  always  offensive. 
Arsenicum.     Chill  from  1  to  3  P.  M.,  followed  by  heat,  then 

sweat.     (From  1  to  3  P.  M.,  Ars.;  10  A.  M.  Nat.  m. 

3  P.   M.,   Angust;  3   to  4  P.   M.,  Apis;  4  to  8  P.  M. 

Lye;  at  sunset,  Puis.) 

Thirst  only  during  hot  stage. 

During  fever,  restlessness,  pains  in  bones,  nausea,  dyspnoea. 

Perspiration  at  the  beginning  of  sleep.  (See  Samb.) 

During  sweat,  violent  thirst,  after  the  fever,  headache. 

From  abuse  of  Quinine.     (Also  Puis.,  Ferr.,  Ipecac,  Lach., 
Puis.) 
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Aurum  pol.     With  perspiration  around  genitals.     (See  Arg.  m.) 
Baryta  o.    Perspiration  every  other  evening,  (morning,  Ant.  c, 

Ferr.,)  often  on  left  side. 
Bromine.     Chill  on   alternate   days,   with  cold  feet,  perspires 

easily. 
Bryonia.     Intermittent  fever  with  sour  or  oily  perspiration. 
Cactus  grand.     Quotidian   fever,   at  same  hour  every  day. 
(Also  Sabad.) 
One  o'clock,  P.   M.,  slight  chill,  then  heat,  dyspnoea,  (see 
Ars.,)  and  pain  in  uterine  region,  then  slight  perspira- 
tion. (See  Elat.) 
Chill  at  11.  A.  M.,  (see  Ars.,)  great  coldness  for  two  hours, 
then   burning  heat,   with   dyspnoea,    pain   in   the  head, 
coma,   stupefaction,  insensibility,  till  midnight,  then  un- 
quenchable thirst,  and  perspiration. 
Camphor.     Icy  coldness  of  whole  body,  with  congestion  to  head 
and  chest. 
Chill,    with    violent    shaking,    and    debilitating,    clammy 
sweats. 
Canth.     Chill,   with  sweat  smelling  like  urine.     {Like  horse 

urine.  Nit.  ac.) 
Capsicum.     Chill  with  violent  jthirst,   (worse  from  drinking). 
(See  carbo  v.) 
Sweat  after  the  chill  without  previous  heat. 
Heat  without  sweat  and  no  thirst. 
Carbo  an.     With  perspiration  offensive,  staining  linen  yellow. 
Carbo  veg.     Intermittent  fever,  with  thirst  only  during  chill. 
(Also  Caps.,  Dulc.) 
Heat  without  thirst,  follows  the  chills.     (See  Caps.) 
Cham.     Chilliness  of  some  parts,  while  others  are  hot.     (Also 

Puis,  Rhus,  China.) 
China.     Internal   violent  chill,   with  icy  cold  hands  and  feet, 
and  congestion  to  the  head.     (See  Cactus  g.) 
Thirst  is  always  between  the  chill  and  the  heat.     (See 

Carbo  v.) 
Perspiration  profuse  and  very  debilitating. 
Long  oontinued  heat,  often  long  after  chill. 
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Cicuta  vir.     Chill  beginning  in  the  chest,   and  extends  into 

legs  and  arms.     (See  Cina.) 
Cimex.     Before  cold  stage  sets  in,   thirst,   and  heaviness  in 
lower  limbs. 
Rage  at  the  beginning  of  chill. 

During  chill,  pain  in  joints,  contraction  in  muscles,  oppres- 
sion   in   the  chest,   and  irresistible    sleepiness.      (See 
Apis.) 
Great  restlessness  in  the  legs  after  chill,  until  fever  sets  in. 
Chill  is  much  worse  from  drinking,  (headache). 
Sweat  with  hunger. 

Gagging  in  the  oesophagus  during  hot  stage. 
Cina.     Chill,  with  shaking,  ascending  from  chest  to  head.     (See 
Cicuta  v.,  Nat.  c,) 
After  perspiration,   (often   before  chill,)  vomiting  of  food, 
with  canine  hunger. 
Cocculus.     Intermittent  fever,  with   colic,  and  lameness  in  the 

back.     (See  Dros.) 
Coffea.     Chills  running  down  the  back.     (See  Phos.) 
Crocus  sat.     Chill  in  afternoon,  growing  worse  in  evening. 

During  chill  and  heat,  thirst.     (See  China.) 
Diadema.     Chill  every  other  day,  at  same  Tiour  (precisely) 
with  sleeplessness,  (see  Apis,)  no  heat,  or  perspiration 
following. 
Digitalis.     Internal  Chilliness,  external  heat.     (See  Gelsem. 
Anacard.) 
Perspiration  after  the  chill,  no  heat  intervening. 
Drosera.     Intermittent  fever,  with  sore  throat,  and  nausea. 
(See  Cocc.) 
Thirst  only  during  hot  stage.     (See  Carbo  v.,  and  China. 
Dulcamara.      Chill  extending  from   the  back,    with  violent 
thirst.     (Also  Carbo  v.,  Caps.) 
Heat  with  delirium,  and  no  thirst,  but  followed  by  hunger. 
Perspiration  entirely  wanting. 
Elaps.  cor.     Chill  at  noon,  followed  by  dry  heat,  and  no  thirst 
or  perspiration. 
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Elaterium.     Much  gaping  before  or  during  the  chills. 
During  chill  pains  in  head  or  limbs. 
Fever  with  violent  pains  all   through   the   body.      (See 

Cactus  g. ) 
Perspiration  relieves   all  the  symptoms.     (Also  Nat.  m., 

Gels.,  reverse  Ars.) 
If  the  intermittent  fever  is  suppressed,  urticaria  break  out 

all  over  the  body. 
Eupatorium.     Thirst   a  long  time  before  chill,  lasting  through 

chill  and  heat.     (See  China.) 
Chill  generally  in  the  morning.     (See  Ars.) 
The  chill  is  induced  or  hastened  by  a  drink  of  water. 
Pains  in  bones  as  if  broken  before  chill. 
During    chill,    headache,   backache,    thirst,   (see   China,) 

trembling,  nausea,  aching  pains  with  moaning,  or  pain  in 

scrobiculus  cordis. 

During  chill  and  heat,  throbbing  headache. 

During  fever  weakness,  trembling. 

Vomiting  of  bile  at  the  end  of  the  chill  or  heat. 

Fever  generally  goes  off  in  perspiration  and  sleep.     (See 
Apis.) 

During  the  apyrexia,  loose  cough. 
Fbrrum.     Sweat  every  other  day,  from   morning  till    noon, 

(morning,  Ant.  c,  evening,  Bar.) 
Intermittent  fevers  from  abuse  of  Quinine,  (See  Ars.)  with 

congestion,  vomiting,  or  swelling  of  spleen.    (Also  Selen.) 
Gelseminum.     Chill  commences    in    hands  and  feet,     (arms, 

Hell,  n.,  back,  Dulc.) 
Chill  every  day  at  same  hour. 
External  chill,  internal  heat.     (See  Anac.) 
Nervous  chill,  wants  to  be  held  to  keep  from  shaking.     (Also 

Sulph.,  Lye.) 
Perspires  easily,  which  relieves  the  pains.     (Also  Nat.  m., 

Elat.,  reverse  Ars.) 
Graphites.     Quotidian   fever,   shaking  chill  in   the    evening 

about  4  P.  M.     (Also  Lye.)     An  hour  afterward  heat  in 

face,  and  cold  feet,  without  any  subsequent  perspiration. 
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Hell,  nig.     Chill  begins  in  the  arms,     (See  Gelsem.) 

Heat  and  sweat  as  soon  as  he  lies  down  in  bed. 
Hepar  s.     Chill  at  6  or  7  P.  M.     (See  Are.) 

Violent  chill  at  8  P.  M.,  (see  Are.)  with  chattering  teeth, 

followed  by  sweat  on  chest  and  forehead. 
First  chill,   then   thirst,  an  hour  later  much  heat,  and  dis- 
turbed sleep. 
Hyoscyamus.    Quartan  fever  with  dry,  hacking  cough,  (at  night.) 

Perspiration  on  the  legs.     (See  Amo.  m.) 
Ignatia.     Chill  with  thirst,  followed  by  heat  without  thirst. 
Shiverings  with  colic  and  thirst. 
During  fever  violent  itching,  nettle  rash  on  body. 
Ipecac.     Nausea  and  vomiting  predominate.     Slight  chills,  but 
much  heat  with  thirst,  no  perspiration. 
From  abuse  of  Quinine.     (Also  Are.,  Puis,  Ferr.,  Lach.) 
Kali   bich.     Chill  ascending  from  feet  upward. 
Chilliness  without  thirst.     (Also  Puis,  Apis. 
Kobaltum.     Chill  from  11  to  12  A.  M.,   languor  till  2  P.  M., 

then  fever  and  sweat.     (See  Are.) 
Lachesis,     Returns  every  spring,   or  after  abuse  of  Quinine. 
(See  Are.) 
Chill  in   afternoon,   (See  Are.)   continuous  talking  during 

hot  stage. 
Thirst  before  the  chill.     (Also  Puis.,  Petrol.,  China,  dur- 
ing chill,  Lye.) 
Ledum  pal.      Chill  as  if  cold  water  were  poured  over  him. 

(Also  Rhus,  Merc.  v. )    (See  Apis.) 
Lobelia    inf.     Drinking  increases  chill  which  ends  in  sweat 

and  sleep.     (See  Apis. ) 
Lycopodium.     Chill  from  4  to  8  P.  M.     (See  Are.) 
Thirst  predominates  even  after  sweat. 
Vomiting  between  the  chill  and  heat.     (Also  Puis.) 
Mag.   carb.     Sweat  with   thirst  from   midnight  till  morning. 

(Also  Mag.  mur.) 
Mag.  sulph.     Chill  from  9  to  10  A.  M.  with  sweat  in  the  after- 
noon. 
Heat  of  single  parts  while  the  rest  are  oool. 
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Mbbc.  vivus.     Chill  as  if  cold  water  had  been  poured  over  him. 

(Also  Rhus,  Led.) 
Mbbc.  sulph.     Chill  with  nausea,  from  10  A.  M.  till  2  P.  M. 
(See  Are.) 
Fever  witfy  violent  thirst. 
Mezerbum.     Intermittent  fever  with  asthma. 
Nat.  carb.     Heat  descends   over   the  body.     (Ascends,  Sepia. 

Lach.,  Sulph.  ac,  Alum.) 
Nat.  mur.      Chill   at   10,  A.  M..     (see  Ars.)    Icy  cold  hands 
and  feet.     (Also  Gelsem.) 
Perspiration   always  relieves  him.     (Also  Elat.  makes  him 

worse,  Are.) 
Chill  with  great  thirst,  headache  ending  in  profuse  sweat. 
Nat.  sulph.     Shaking  chill  at  night,   with  much  anguish  and 

thirst.     (Also  Nice.) 
Nitric  acid.     No   thirst  during  chill   or  heat.     (Also  China. 

Puis,  Apis. 
Nux  mosch.   Double  tertian  fever.    (Quartan,  Hyos.   See  Rhus.) 
Intermittent  fever  with  great  sleepiness.     (See  Tartar  em.) 
Nux  vom.     Chill  in  evening,  then  one  hour's  sleep,  followed  by 
heat,  headache,  and  nausea. 
Shaking  chill,  with  gastric,  (see  Sabad.)  or  bilious  complica- 
tions.    (Also  Lye.) 
Chill  without  thirst,  then  violent  heat  with  thirst,  vertigo, 
anguish,  or  delirium. 
Oxalic   acid.     Chills  following  an  attack  of  diarrhoea.     (See 

Puis.) 
Phosphorus.     Heat  at  night,  with  sweat,  faintness,  and  hunger, 
followed  by  chill,  with  chattering  of  teeth. 
Chilliness  more  up  and  down  the  back. 
Phos.  acid.      Shaking  chill,  followed  by  high  fever,  but  no 

thirst. 
Pulsatilla.      Intermittent  fever  with  thiretlessness.      (Also 
Apis.) 
With  constipation  from  abuse  of  Quinine.     (See  Ars.) 
Vomiting  between  the  chill  and  heat.     (Also  Lye.) 
During  the  apy rexia,  mucous  diarrhoea.     (See  Oxalic  ac. ) 
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Ranunculus  sgel.     Chill,  after  midnight,  with  heat  and  much 

thirst. 
Rhus  tox.  Quotidian  or  tertian  fevers.     (See  Nux  m.) 

Chill,   as   from  cold  Water  being  poured  over  him.     (Also 

Led.,  Merc.  v.     See  Verbas.) 
Heat,  as  from  hot  water  thrown  over  him.     (Also  Ars.) 
Sabadilla.     Chills  running  up  and  down  the  body.     (Back, 
Phos.) 
Fever  always  at  same  hour. 

Thirst  only  between  the  hot  and  cold  stage.     (See  Eupat.) 
With  gastric  troubles   (see  Nux  v.,)   and   dry  spasmodic 
cough  during  the  cold  stage. 
Sepia.     Intermittent  fever,  with  thirst  only  during  chill,  (also 
Caps.,  Carbo   v.,)   icy  cold  hands  and  feet,  violent  heat, 
and  profuse  sweat. 
Silicia.      Intermittent  fever,   heat  predominating.     (Coldness 
Tartar  em.) 
Periodical  sweats,   from   11  P.   M.   to  6  A.  M.,  or  3  to  5 
P.  M.     (See  Ars.) 
Stannum.     Chill  every  forenoon,  at  10  o'clock.     (  Also  Nat.  m. 
See  Ars. ) 
Heat  evepy  afternoon,  from  4  to  5  o'clock.     (Also  Lye, 
Puis.) 
Staph.     Tertian  fever  with  symptoms  of  scurvy. 

Canine  hunger  before  and  after  the  paroxysm. 
Stram.     Sleep  during  hot  stage,  violent  thirst  on  awaking. 
Sulphur.     Chill  from  10  A.  M.  till  3  P.  M.     (10  to  11  A.  M. 
Nat.  mur.,  11  to  12  A.  M.,  Kali  c,  1  to  2  P.   M.,  Ars, 
3  P.  M.,  Apis,  4  to  8  P.  M.,  Lye.) 
Tartar    emetic.      Intermittent    fever  with  lethargy.      (See 
Nux  m.) 
Coldness  predominates.    (Heat,  Sil.) 
Theridion.    Pains  in  bones  as  if  broken  before  the  chill.     (Be- 
fore  fever,   Am.)      Foam  at  the  mouth   before  chill, 
drowsiness  before  chill.     Violent  chill  with  thirst.     Ic.e- 
cold  sweat  over  whole  body. 
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Veratrum  alb.     Intermittent  fever  with  external  coldness  of 
body. 
Heat,  with  delirium,  red  face,  sweat  without  thirst. 

Verbascum.     Lateral  coldness,  as  from  cold  water  thrown  over 
him.     (See  Rhus;) 

Nux  and  Salt.  This  seems  to  be  a  popular  remedy,  with 
many,  for  the  relief  of  Intermittent  fever,  and  is  pre- 
pared by  triturating  1  grain  of  Nux  vomica,  and  9  grains 
of  common  table  salt,  with  90  grains  of  sugar  of  milk. 
The  same  difficulty,  however,  presents  itself,  as  after  the 
use  of  stronger  remedies,  viz :  the  disease  reappears  on 
the  seventh  day. 
As  for  indications  for  its  use,  see  Nux  vomica. 
It  is  generally  given  one  dose  (of  1  or  2  grains),  just  as  the 
chill  makes  its  appearance,  and  followed  by  the  applica- 
tion of  warm  covering  to  induce  perspiration. 


PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE. 


THE  SWEDISH  MOVEMENT  OUBE. 


By  Dr.  L.  Transits,  from  Sweden. 


"  Bodily  Exercise  is  one  of  the  most  important  means  in  the  cure  of  nearly 
all  chronic  diseases."— Forbes.    British  and  Foreign  Medical  Review, 


As  the  practice  of  medicine  within  the  past  decennaries  has 
shared  many  profitable  accomplishments  from  the  latest  investi- 
gations in  all  branches  of  natural  knowledge,  likewise  it  has 
turned  to  its  own  use  several  arts,  originally  not  regarded  as 
being  scientific,  thereby  enriching  itself  and  bringing  these  arts 
to  further  development.  Such  has  been  the  career  of  medical 
gymnastics. 

Already  in  the  old  times,  movements  either  self-performed  or 
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executed  by  others  were  used  for  medical  purposes  in  several 
temples ;  even  at  the  present  time  they  are  applied  by  the  Chi- 
nese, Hindoos,  and  a  great  many  of  the  savage  tribes.  But  in 
spite  of  the  amplest  recommendations  from  the  most  eminent 
authors  and  physicians  of  all  ages:  Plato,  Aristotle,  Plutarch, 
Hippocrates,  Galen,  Pliny,  Philostratos,  uEtius,  Sanctorius,  Fr. 
Hoffman,  Sydenham,  Boerhaave,  Van  Swieten,  ^  Mercuri- 
alis,  Fuller,  Tissot,  Pugh,  Aubry,  Broussais,  Delpeche, 
Bonnet,  Tegalas,  and  a  good  many  others,  they  were  never 
brought  into  a  system — seldom  used  in  the  medical  practice,  and 
frequently  disregarded  as  being  of  non-curative  value,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  arts  of  fencing,  dancing,  &c. 

It  was  reserved  for  a  Swedish  fencing  master,  Prof.  Ling, 
(born  1766),  to  bring  the  vast  experience  of  benefits  derived  from 
gymnastic  movements  into  a  system  as  scientific  as  others  in 
medicine,  and  from  that  time  medical  gymnastics  have  been  re- 
garded as  an  almost  essential  branch  of  therapeutics,  and  have 
been  developed  and  tested  by  many  physicians. 

Gymnastic  movements  have  been  thus  classified : 

1.  Active : — Most  frequently  used  by  convalescents  or  young 
and  strong  persons. 

2.  Half-active: — Where  resistance  from  the  patient  in  less 
or  greater  degree  is  afforded. 

3.  Passive :  —  Totally  executed  by  a  gymnast,  the  patient 
at  complete  rest. 

This  last  class  of  movements,  apparently  so  gentle  and  weak, 
are,  if  repeatedly  applied,  of  the  highest  valjie  in  treating  weak 
persons.  If  we  imagine  as  examples  three  cases:  the  fiist  of 
elevated  shoulder;  the  second,  of  habitual  constipation,  and 
the  third,  of  prolapsus  uteri  connected  with  anaemia,  they  would 
be  treated  in  the  following  manner: 

1st  Case: — Elevated  shoulder  (right  side),  anguli  costarum 
of  the  same  side  rendered  more  acute.     The  indications  are : 

A.  To  bring  the  right  lung  to  its  proper  expansion,  by  per- 
cussions around  the  right  side,  by  deep  inspirations,  the  patient 
being  on  the  back  with  extended  arms,  etc. 
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B.  Strengthen  the  relaxed  dorsal  extensors  of  the  right  side 
by  means  of  oblique  raising  from  bent-standing  position;  of 
shoulder-turning  rotation  to  right  from  left  position,  by  pro- 
found flexion  of  the  body,  &c. 

2d  Case.  Habitual  constipation  of  old  people  from  sitting  a 
long  time  in  a  curved   position.     The  indications  may  be : 

A.  To  increase  the  secretions  from  the  liver  by  means  of 
percussing  around  that  organ,  &c. 

B.  To  promote  the  peristaltic  movements  and  the  removal  of 
the  excrements  by  stroking  the  belly  in  certain  directions,  and 
by  kneading  the  abdomen. 

c.  To  increase  the  weakened  strength  of  the  abdominal  mus- 
cles, by  half-active  flexion  of  the  trunk  from  the  straight-stand- 
ing position,  and  screw  turning  of  the  body  from  one  side  to  the 
other  under  resistance,  &c. 

3d  Case.  Prolapsus  uteri,  blennorrhea,  anaemia  of  a  multi- 
para.    The  indications  may  be : 

A.  To  bring  about  increased  elasticity  and  contraction  of  the 
ligaments  of  the  womb,  as  well  as  the  whole  sexual  system,  by 
palpation  of  the  spine,  os  sacrum  and  the  buttock,  by  a  shaking 
impression  above  the  arcus  pubis,  and  by  an  upward  lifting  move- 
ment from  same  place  towards  the  navel. 

B.  To  increase  the  inspiration  by  arm  and  chest  movements. 
C     To  increase  the  digestion  by  certain  gastric  movements. 

It  is  easily  understood,  that  the  movements  must  be  perform- 
ed in  a  careful,  gentle,  but  firm  and  settled  manner  by  the 
gymnast,  so  that  no  acute  pains  or  suffering  may  trouble  the 
patient. 

The  age  adapted  for  medical-gymnastic  treatment,  is  nearly 
unlimited ;  small  children  of  four  or  five  years  of  age  can  very 
well  use  it,  if  their  mental  development  and  education  have  made 
them  capable  of  understanding  and  obeying  advice  given. 
Old,  weak  persons  of  seventy  years  can  well  sustain  all  carefully 
given  movements. 


SURGERY. 


EXTBOPHY  OF  THE  BLADDEB-OOMPLETE  EPISPADIASIS. 


ACCOUNT  OF  THE  OPERATION,  AND  TEE  AUTOPSY. 


By  J.  S.  Read,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  St.  Louis  College  of  Homoe- 
opathic Physicians  and  Surgeons. 


This  condition,  arising  from  a  deficiency  or  cessation  of  devel- 
opment in  the  median  line  of  the  abdominal  wall  proper,  imme- 
diately above  the  symphysis  pubis — a  portion  of  the  parietes  of 
the  bladder,  usually  the  trigonum  vesicas  completing  the  abdom- 
inal wall — can  well  be  looked  upon  as  the  most  remarkable  mal- 
formation of  that  viscus,  if  not  a  monstrosity  almost  too  formida- 
ble to  be  even  ameliorated  by  surgical  procedure. 

Although  the  malformation  is  most  remarkable,  always  excit- 
ing wonderment  and  pity,  still  the  cases  on  record  are  not  a  few 
in  number,  for  it  is  said  that  Percy,*  in  the  course  of  his  practice, 
witnessed  not  less  than  twenty  cases  of  it.  Grossf  has  met  with 
six  cases  in  his  practice,  while  Mr.  McWhinnie,  of  London,  has 
witnessed  nine  cases.  The  late  Mr-  Earle,  of  London,  states  that 
after  a  most  careful  examination,  Jie  has  found  sixty-eight  cases 
upon  record. 

In  the  cases  of  this  malformation  on  record,  there  exists  a  re- 
markable degree  of  similarity.  The  umbilicus  is  absent,  the 
funis  passing  in  at  the  upper  border  of  the  vesical  tumor :  in 
one  of  Dr.  Gross*  cases,];  the  umbilicus  was  present,  well  devel- 
oped, situated  immediately  on  the  upper  border.  Although  the 
tumor  presents  great  diversity,  it  is  in  general  globular  or  ovoidal, 

*  Gross  on  Urinary  Organs,  p.  116. 

f  Gross*  Surgory,  Vol.  II. 

J  Gross  on  Uriuary  Organs,  p.  1 18. 
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occasionally  only  is  it  irregular.  In  infancy  it  is  usually  small, 
whilst  in  the  adult  it  is  proportionally  increased  in  size  by  regu- 
lar development;  varying  in  the  extremes  from  the  size  of  a 
hulled  walnut  to  that  of  a  goose's  egg.  Small,  flat,  even  con- 
cave when  in  recumbency,  it  is  enlarged  and  strongly  convex 
whilst  standing;  coughing,  sneezing,  or  any  exertion  that  tends 
to  call  forth  an  effort  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  has  a  tendency 
to  increase  its  prominence  at  the  time.  The  surface  is  usually 
irregular,  tortuous,  fissures  of  varying  depth  forming  as  it  were 
convolutions;  the  surface  is  usually  of  a  bright-red  color,  covered 
with  a  mucous  secretion,  which  protects  it  in  some  degree  from 
the  injurious  influences  of  the  atmosphere,  rendering  it  moist  and 
glistening;  the  sensitiveness  varies  with  the  age  of  the  patient, 
and  the  character  of  the  mucous  covering;  the  parts  being  quite 
sensitive  and  tender  in  young  persons,  liable  to  bleed  on  the 
slightest  touch,  while  in  adults  the  sensitiveness  is  much  less, 
rendered  so  in  many  cases  by  the  character  of  the  covering,  which 
often  in  adults  of  advanced  age  takes  on  the  appearance  of  a 
cutaneous  pellicle,  which  is  most  marked  at  and  near  the  edges. 
The  stillicidium  urinre  not  only  irritates,  reddens,  and  excoriates 
the  vesical  and  contiguous  cutaneous  surfaces,  rendering  the  un- 
fortunate patient  uncomfortable  to  himself,  but  often  quite  dis- 
gusting to  those  with  whom  he  has  to  associate. 

The  vesical  surface  usually,  almost  invariably,  presents  the 
external  orifices  of  the  ureters  situated  at  the  inferior  part  of  the 
tumor,  each  marked  by  a  small  tubercle  or  elevation  of  the  sur- 
face, either  conical  or  rounded,  from  which  the  urine  dribbles 
constantly.  In  Dr.  C.  H.  McGrill's  case,*  the  mouths  of  the 
ureters  were  not  discovered,  the  urine  apparently  exuding  from 
the  large  fissured  fungoid  surface  of  the  tumor. 

In  nearly  all  the  cases  the  pubic  bones  have  been  deficient, 
the  bodies  being  absent;  consequently  the  pubic  arch  is  not 
formed,  the  interval  between  the  remaining  osseous  parts  vary- 
ing from  two  to  five  inches;  the  gap  being  closely  filled  in  with 
a  ligamentous  substance,  dense  and  strong.     (Denman,  Walker, 
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Coates,  Roose  and  others,  record  cases  in  which  no  separation, 
no  gap  existed ;  however,  they  are  rare. )  The  pelvis  is  conse- 
quently broader  and  flatter  than  in  individuals  ordinarily.  In- 
guinal hernia  is  a  very  common  occurrence,  sometimes  on  one, 
sometimes  on  both  ^ides.  The  penis  presents  many  changes  both 
in  size  and  form,  usually  shortened  and  flattened,  with  or  with- 
out glans.  In  one  of  Dr.  Gross'  cases  the  lateral  measurement 
was  upwards  of  two  inches,  while  the  antero-posterior  was  ten 
lines;  it  may  be  entirely  imperforate,  or  complete  or  partial 
epispadiasis  may  exist;  the  penis  is  usually  bent  backwards,  and 
furnished  with  an  imperfect  prepuce,  in  some  instances  the  pre- 
puce being  quite  large,  in  others  scarcely  noticeable,  loose  and 
flabby  or  hardened;  sometimes  furnished  with  a  well  developed 
franum,  in  others  the  frrenum  being  entirely  absent.  The  cav- 
ernous bodies,  attached  below  to  the  ischii  as  in  the  natural  con- 
dition, are  small  and  narrow,  and  are  not  always  united  along 
the  middle  line,  except  just  behind  the  head  of  the  penis.  When 
complete  epispadiasis  exists,  the  urechra  has  the  appearance  of  a 
small  gutter,  the  lacunae  being  scarcely  noticeable;  posteriorly 
the  orifices  of  the  ejaculatory  ducts  can  be  seen,  usually  smaller 
in  size  than  natural,  situated  on  each  side  of  the  veru-mon- 
tanum;  also  the  rudimentary  prostate  gland  with  its  very  small 
ducts,  made  visible  only  by  pressure  externally  in  this  region. 
The  seminal  vesicles  are  always  small,  represented  usually  by 
two  little  tubercles,  situated  behind  the  inferior  part  of  the  vesi- 
cal surface.  The  scrotum  is  sometimes  completely  absent,  at 
other  times  it  exists  merely  in  a  rudimentary  state;  the  testicles 
may  be  fu.ly  developed  or  quite  rudimentary,  contained  in  the 
scrotum,  lodged  in  the  groins,  or  contained  in  cutaneous  bags  at 
each  side  of  the  tumor ;  they  are  very  rarely  absent. 

The  intestinal  canal  often  presents  changes  in  size  and  situa- 
tion ;  the  rectum  generally  natural,  at  times  is  considerably  dila- 
ted, and  sometimes  again  is  so  contracted  as  to  give  rise  to  great 
pain  and  difficulty  in  defecation. 

The  sexual  appetite  varies  in  different  individuals,  running 
through  all  grades,  from  absence  to  frequent  tormenting  desires. 

It  would  be  natural  to  suppose  that  the  size — the  develop- 
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ment  of  the  testicles  would  exert  a  governing  influence  in  this 
respect,  but  it  is  not  so.  While  in  the  case  mentioned  by  Dr. 
Henry  W.  Ducachet,  of  New  York,  the  testicles*  were  well  de- 
veloped, and  the  venereal  desires  intense;  in  Dr.  C.  H.  McGill's 
case,  before  mentioned,  although  the  testicles  were  well  devel- 
oped, the  patient  had  never  experienced  sexual  desire.  At 
times  an  orgasm  occurs  without  the  patient's  experiencing  any 
desire  whatever,  being  unable  to  give  the  proper  interpretation 
to  the  phenomenon.  The  emissions,  in  most  cases  imperfect, 
generally  ooze  out,  the  erections  attended  with  uneasiness,  if  not 
absolute  pain. 

From  the  many  peculiarities  of  conformation  in  the  male  parts 
in  this  malformation,  procreation  is  impossible. 

This  malformation  occurs  most  frequently  in  males.  The  late 
Mr.  Henry  Earle,  of  London,  *  had  found  in  various  authorities 
sixty-eight  cases,  of  which  sixty  cases  occurred  in  males.  Mr. 
H.  M.  McWhinnie  observed  nine  cases,  seven  males,  two  females. 
Dr.  Gross  has  witnessed  six  cases,  all  males.  M.  Isidore  G.  St. 
Hilare  estimates  the  difference  to  be  in  the  ratio  of  four  to  one. 
Although  in  females  afflicted  with  this  infirmity  the  changes 
are  great,  they  do  not  in  all  cases  prevent  menstruation  and  con- 
ception, as  in  the  case  reported  by  Dr.  Daniel  Ay  res,  Brooklyn, 
New  York.f  The  patient,  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  had  borne 
a  child  at  maturity,  and  was  afterwards  afflicted  with  procidentia 
of  the  uterus,  which  appeared  externally.  The  clitoris  may  be 
absent,  or  if  present  deviates  from  the  normal,  sometimes  situa- 
ted at  one  side  of  the  median  line;  the  imperfectly  developed 
nymphse  are  usually  disunited,  the  pudendal  lips  absent,  or  of 
moderate  size,  and  covered  with  hair,  usually  extending  from 
the  sides  of  the  tumor  towards  the  anus,  without  forming  the 
fourchette. 

The  vagina  is  usually  rudimentary — short,  narrow  and  flat- 
tened, with  a  transverse  slit  or  Assure-like  orifice.  The  uterus, 
sometimes  rudimentary  or  absent,  is  sometimes  fully  developed, 
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thus  admitting  of  menstruation  and  conception,  as  in  the  cases 
recorded  by  Thiebault  and  Dr.  Daniel  Ayres. 

This  condition  is  looked  upon  as  utterly  irremediable.  All 
that  can  be  done  is  to  palliate  the  patient's  suffering  by  attention 
to  cleanliness.  With  this  object  in  view,  urinals  of  various  shapes 
and  materials  have  been  constructed ;  while  to  prevent  excoria- 
tion of  the  cutaneous  surface,  pomades,  cerates  and  suet  have 
been  used. 

Surgical  procedure  has  been  limited  to  plastic  operations, 
and  to  operations  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  outlets  for  the 
urine  via  the  rectum.  The  very  unsuccessful  termination  of 
the  operations  by  the  first  method,  do  not  afford  much  encour- 
agement for  repetition,  the  only  successful  case  being  that  of 
Dr.  Ayres,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

The  complexity  of  this  case  renders  it  quite  difficult  of  com- 
prehension ;  the  author's  originality  entitled  him  most  assuredly 
to  the  success  gained.  A  short  time  previously,  Dr.  Pailcoast 
operated  at  the  Jefferson  College  clinic ;  although  the  operation 
was  performed  with  consumate  skill,  partial  adhesion  only  oc- 
curred between  the  edges.  These  two  cases  are  the  only  ones 
on  record  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  London,  attempted  to  establish  an  opening  be- 
tween the  bladder  and  rectum  by  means  of  a  seton ;  the  peri- 
toneum was  perforated,  and  the  patient  died  in  a  few  days.  Mr. 
Simon,  of  London,  succeeded  in  making  the  ureters  open  into  the 
rectum,  by  passing  instruments,  armed  with  threads,  from  the 
former  into  the  latter;  the  threads  being  retained  until  communica- 
tion was  perfected.  Although  violent  constitutional  symptoms 
ensued,  the  patient  recovered ;  the  opening  in  the  abdomen  being 
covered  by  a  pad. 

Taking  all  risks  incident  to  operation  into  consideration,  the 
slight  degree  of  the  amelioration  of  the  patient's  condition,  and 
the  liability  to  disagreeable  and  dangerous  disease  of  the  rectum 
arising  from  the  presence  of  the  irritating  urine  constantly  there, 
and  we  have  sufficient  to  make  the  most  ambitious  surgeon 
hesitate,  if  not  discountenance  operative  interference. 
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Case. — The  subject  of  this  article,  Irwin  Lee,  of  Nebraska 
City,  came  to  this  city  (St.  Louis,  Mo.)  about  the  middle  of 
August,  1870,  to  see  if  anything  could  be  done  to  render  his 
condition  more  endurable,  stating  that  he  would  prefer  death  to 
continuing  in  his  miserable  condition. 

He  was  about  twenty-four  years  of  age,  muscular  develop- 
ment good,   being  five  feet   ten  inches   in   height,   erect,  and 
weighed  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds ;  a  slight   urinous  odor  es- 
caped from  the  urinal  (his  own  construction)  he  wore.      His 
general  health  was  good.      On  examination  the  following  facts 
were  developed:     The   umbilicus  was  entirely  absent.     There 
was  a  deficiency  of  development  of  the  pubic  bones,  entire  ab- 
sence of  the  pubic  arch,  a  gap  of  two  inches  and  a  half  interven- 
ing ;    the  abdominal  wall  in  the  median  line,  immediately  above 
the  pubes,  was  entirely  deficient,  the  deficiency   being  nearly 
circular,  measuring  three  inches  and  a  quarter  in  diameter,  the 
lateral  measurement  being  about  three  lines  the  greatest. 

This  deficiency  of  development  of  the  abdominal  wall  proper, 
was  supplied  at  the  expense  of  the  bladder ;  the  trigonum  vesicas 
being  all  that  remained  of  that  viscus.  It  appeared  as  if  the 
fully  developed  bladder  had  been  projected  through  this  opening, 
that  adhesion  had  taken  place  between  the  walls  of  the  bladder 
and  the  edges  of  the  orifice,  at  the  circle  of  contact,  and  that 
then  the  protruding  portion  of  the  bladder  had  sloughed  off,  leav- 
ing a  circular  cicatrix,  slightly  drawn  or  puckered,  nodular  and 
red,  surrounding  the  exposed  mucous  surface  of  the  trigonum 
vesica,  which  presented  an  abruptly  convex  surface,  with  several 
convolutions,  the  whole  surface  being  dark  red,  moist  and 
shining.  A  little  to  the  left  of  the  centre  of  this  surface,  a 
slight  dimple  could  be  seen, — the  orifice  of  the  ureter,  from  which 
the  urine  escaped  every  four  or  five  minutes.  The  discharge 
ended,  the  edges  would  roll  inwards,  taking  on  the  office  of  a 
sphincter.  A  small  sized  bougie  could  be  passed  very  readily 
into  the  kidney.  I  could  not  discover  any  fibres  of  the  tri- 
angularis vesicae. 

The  penis  was  an  inch  and  three-quarters  long,  and  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch  in  breadth,  and  presented  the  most  complete 
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case  of  epispadiasis  possible ;  the  urethra  being  exposed  through- 
out its  whole  extent,  its  surface  being  continuous  with  the  sur- 
face of  the  trigonum  vesicae,  presenting  posteriorly  the  vera- 
montanum;  opposite  the  vesical  end  of  the  veru-montanum? 
and  three  lines  distant  on  either  sid^  were  the  very  distinctly 
visible  slit-like  opening  of  the  ejaculatory  ducts,  from  which  the 
semen  escaped  two  or  three  times  each  day. 

The  prostate  gland  was  rudimentary,  the  orifices  of  the 
prostatic  ducts  becoming  barely  visible  when  pressure  was  made 
externally  in  this  region.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  a  dense  carti- 
laginous growth  occupied  the  pubic  arch,  the  glands  of  Cowper 
were  entirely  wanting  or  rudimentary,  no  orifices  being  discover- 
able; the  mucous  membrane  of  the  urethra  was  much  paler 
than  that  of  the  trigonum,  and  presented  but  indistinctly 
several  of  the  orifices  of  the  glands  of  Littr£  in  the  fossa  navi- 
cularis. 

The  testicles  were  the  usual  size,  the  scrotum  the  proper 
shape;  the  under  surface  of  the  penis  and  the  scrotum  were 
furnished  with  redundancy  of  ihtegumental  tissue,  which  was 
also  continued  upwards  and  outwards,  making  the  inguinal  folds 
quite  prominent,  the  grooves  quite  deep ;  the  parts  being  all 
well  supplied  with  hair.  The  patient  mentioned  that  at  times 
the  penis  would  swell,  wishing  to  know  the  cause — evidently  an 
erection,   unaccompanied  by  sexual  desire. 

To  render  the  patient's  life  more  endurable,  Dr.  Helmuth  pro* 
posed  the  following  plastic  operation :  In  the  primary  opera- 
tion (the  operation  to  comprise  a  primary  and  secondary)  two 
flaps  were  to  be  made,  one  from  each  inguinal  region,  the  no- 
dular cicatrix  freshened  up,  and  the  flaps  extended,  meeting  at 
the  median  line,  there  to  be  held  by  silver  wire,  and  hare-  lip 
sutures;  a  third  flap  from  above  tthe  vesical  surface  to  join  with 
the  upper  borders  of  the  inguinal  flaps,  thus  completely  covering 
in  the  raw,  moist  surface ;  a  silver  catheter,  small  size,  with  a 
slight  lateral  curve,  so  as  to  bring  the  main  stem  of  the  catheter 
into  line  with  the  urethra,  conducting  the  urine  safely  away, 
held  in  position  by  silk  passed  through  the  eyelets,  and  secured  to 
an  adhesive  band  around  the  abdomen. 
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The  primary  operation  successful,  the  secondary  compre- 
hended, paring  the  edges  of  the  penis,  uniting  them  over  the 
small  silver  catheter ;  while  posteriorly  the  edges  were  to  join 
with  the  edges  of  the  inguinal  flaps,  thus  giving  the  penis  its 
proper  shape. 

Operation — Performed  by  Professor  William  Tod  Helmuth, 
M.D.,  Surgeon  of  St.  Louis  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons, 
and  Surgeon  to  Good  Samaritan  Hospital : 

Professor  H.  had  determined  to  take  a  single  flap  from  the 
abdominal  wall,  and,  having  twisted  it  upon  itself,  to  lay  it  upon 
the  protruding  wall  of  the  bladder,  and  having  refreshed  the 
edges  of  the  integument,  sew  the  flap  down,  leaving  space  for 
the  entrance  of  the  catheter.  The  apparent  thinnes*  of  the  walls 
deterred  him  from  carrying  this  out.  At  the  suggestion  of  the 
writer  of  this  the  following  plan  was  considered:  To  push  back 
the  protruding  vesical  wall — scarify  the  edges  on  either  side, 
approximate  them  by  deeply-placed  hair-lip  sutures,  and  thus 
secure  adhesion.  This  was  also  abandoned;  and  on  August  20th, 
12  M.,  the  following  operation  was  performed  in  the  presence  of 
Doctors  Franklin,  Nibelung,  Tirrell,  Morrill,  Goodman,  Gun- 
delach,  Campbell,  Garrett  and  Read,  and  quite  a  number  of 
students : 

Taking  a  piece  of  wet  parchment,  it  was  applied  accurately  to 
the  protruding  viscus ;  it  was  then  divided  in  halves,  one  being 
laid  in  each  groin ;  the  flaps  were  then  traced  with  ink,  an  allow- 
ance being  made  for  shrinkage ;  the  flaps  being  dissected  up,  and 
the  nodular  edges  of  the  vesical  tumor  being  refreshed,  they  were 
laid  down  over  it,  and  held  by  silver  pins  and  wire  sutures ;  a 
semi-lunar  flap  was  then  dissected  up,  on  that  portion  of  the 
abdomen  immediately  above  the  vesical  wall;  it  was  then  turned 
down,  being  held  by  wire  sutures.  The  catheter  was  inserted, 
the  wound  dressed  with  a  solution  of  carbolic  acid  and  glycerine. 
During  the  operation  the  external  epigastric  arteries  were  both 
cut.     The  operation  lasted  one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes. 

The  patient  recovered  at  6  p.m.;  had  considerable  nausea  and 
tickling,  for  which  ignatia  was  administered.     Compresses,  satu- 
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rated  with  calendula,  were  placed  in  the  cavities  in  the  groins. 
He  was  kept  in  sitting  posture,  in  order  that  the  urine  would  pass 
more  readily. 

August  21. — Restless  night,  on  account  of  posture;  the  urine 
trickles  alongside  the  catheter;  about  one  pint  has  been  passed. 
Can  retain  nothing  on  the  stomach — bilious  vomiting  every 
twenty  minutes — attributed  to  chloroform;  for  this  condition 
ipecac  3  once  every  two  hours  was  given.  Removed  some  large 
clots  in  groin.  Haemorrhage  from  left  groin  quite  profuse,  which 
was  checked  with  Monad's  styptic.  The  retching  has  put  the 
flaps  on  the  stretch,  and  forced  the  canula  out;  parts  washed 
with  calendula  solution. 

August  22. —  Galled  out  early  in  the  morning.  Catheter  had 
come  out,  urine  trickling  through  wound.  Dr.  Goodman  re- 
placed it.  At  2  p.*  M.  much  improved.  Adhesion  seemed  to  be 
taking  place,  and  raw  surface  to  be  granulating.  Had  to  allow 
him  to  get  into  bed — very  stiff  from  long  sitting.  Some  cough, 
with  immense  amount  of  expectoration,  easily  ejected. 

August  23.  —  Catheter  clogged  with  blood  forced  out,  urine 
passing  on  both  sides  of  flap ;  took  out  one  pin ;  wound  had  not 
healed  underneath  sufficiently.  Wound  beginning  to  gape — two 
new  sutures  were  put  in.  Complains  of  erections  at  night — 
presses  catheter  into  the  surface  of  the  wound.  There  appears 
to  be  no  healing  process  going  on  below;  tendency  to  slough  in 
the  flaps;  at  superior  part  healthy  granulation  is  taking  place. 

August  24.  —  Catheter  out  again  at  night.  Wound  looks 
badly  below — healthy  above.  Most  severe  cough,  raising  large 
quantities  of  thick  pus.  Stannum  3.  Great  deal  of  swelling 
around  the  opening  of  ureter,  but  finally  succeeded  in  introduc- 
ing a  No.  4  flexible  catheter  about  five  inches — fixing  it  to  penis 
by  narrow  adhesive  strips — thus  carrying  off  the  urine. 

August  25. — Pulse  110;  slept  better  last  night;  has  had 
some  diarrhoea — great  rumbling  in  bowels;  very  thin  passages. 
Phos.  acid  3.  After  each  operation  a  tablespoonful  of  a  watery 
solution  of  it.     Opened  catheter  by  means  of  a  wire;  half  a  pint 
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of  urine  was  discharged,  which  must  have  been  contained  in  the 
ureter  and  pelvis  of  the  kidney. 

From  this  date  for  several  days  he  gradually  improved.  His 
diarrhoea  lessened  and  his  pulse  came  up,  but  he  still  withal 
appeared  to  be  losing  flesh. 

September  1.  —  Complained  of  great  weakness;  diarrhoea  of 
a  cadaverous  odor  came  on;  pulse  120;  great  pain  along  the 
track  of  the  ureter,  and  some  bloody  discharge ;  no  appetite  and 
great  discouragement;  cough  worse  in  the  evening;  the  wound 
has  united  at  the  uppermost  extremity,  and  the  raw  surfaces  are 
gradually  filling  up,  but  the  parts  below  are  all  open,  and  the 
ureter  so  sensitive  that  he  cannot  bear  the  introduction  of  the 
catheter.     Carbo.  veg.  30 — one  powder  every  four  hours. 

From  this  period  he  gradually  sank — his  cough  and  diarrhoea 
increasing  steadily,  with  great  prostration,  indicating  no  doubt 
a  tuberculous  condition  of  the  entire  system. 

Autopsy. — The  autopsy  was  made  about  fifteen  hours  after 
death.  The  expression  of  countenance  did  not  indicate  that 
great  suffering  had  been  endured,  but  I  should  not  have  re- 
cognized the  face,  so  greatly  had  he  emaciated.  The  skin  was 
sallow,  the  veins  showing  distinctly;  the  odor  from  the  sup- 
purating surface  was  scarcely  perceptible,  owing  to  the  judicious 
use  of  carbolic  acid.  The  flaps  taken  from  the  inguinal  regions 
right  and  left,  had  united  at  the  tips,  in  the  median  line  of  the 
body,  immediately  over  the  mucous  surface  of  the  vesical  por- 
tion of  the  abdominal  wall ;  union  had  also  taken  place  between 
the  flaps  and  the  surface  external  to  the  mucous  surface.  No 
union  had  taken  place  between  the  flaps  and  the  mucous  surface ; 
the  orifice  of  the  ureter  was  filled  with  calcareous  matter,  about 
the  consistency  of  thin  mortar,  some  particles  being  so  large  as 
to  prevent  the  entrance  of  the  bougie. 

The  incisions  being  made,  one  in  the  median  line,  running 
from  an  inch  above  the  opening  of  the  ureter  to  the  sternum, 
meeting  the  lateral  incision,  the  flaps  were  carefully  turned  out- 
wards. 

Above,  the  abdominal  walls  were  of  the   usual    thickness, 
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gradually  getting  thinner  towards  the  inguinal  region,  where 
they  were  quite  thin.  The  round  ligament  of  the  liver  attached 
to  the  upper  and  inner  surface  of  the  vesical  portion  of  the  wall, 
was  now  cut.  Lying  in  the  left  hypo-chondriac  region,  and  ex- 
tending down  into  the  left  lumbar  region,  in  immediate  contact 
with  the  abdominal  walls,  was  the  kidney — filling  the  left  lum- 
bar region  so  completely  as  to  leave  no  space  for  the  descending 
colon,  and  small  intestines.  The  peritoneum  was  greatly  thickened, 
not  only  in  the  renal  region,  but  throughout  the  whole  extent. 
The  renal  capsule  was  quite  small,  about  one-half  the  normal 
size,  and  of  very  loose  texture. 

Tearing  the  kidney  away  from  its  attachments  it  was  measured. 
In  the  great  circumference  it  measured  nineteen  and  three-fourth 
inches,  around  the  lower  part,  twelve  and  three-fourth  inches ; 
near  upper  end,  nine  and  three-fourth  inches.  The  ureter  was 
twelve  inches  long,  slightly  sacculated ;  towards  the  lower  end, 
just  as  it  was  about  to  enter  the  vesical  substance,  it  was  greatly 
reduced  in  size ;  the  walls  of  the  ureter  varied  in  thickness  from 
one  line  to  three  lines,  the  thickest  portion  being  above ;  this 
thickening  extended  to  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney,  which  appeared 
as  if  it  had  been  enlarged,  the  appearance  being  wholly  due  to  the 
increase  in  the  thickness  of  its  walls. 

The  pelvis  of  the  kidney  and  the  ureter  were  both  filled  up 
with  a  calcareous  matter,  about  the  consistency  of  thin  mortar. 
The  mucous  membrane  being  finely  dotted  with  minute  calcareous 
particles  that  were  with  difficulty  rubbed  off. 

The  kidney  of  the  right  side  was  entirely  absent,  not  a  vestige 
was  there,  nothing  even  rudimentary. 

The  ascending  colon  was  in  its  proper  position,  but  did  not 
extend  high  enough ;  the  descending  colon  commenced  on  the 
right  side  of  the  spine,  crossed  it,  dipping  down  underneath  the 
small  intestines  to  join  with  the  rectum ;  the  ascending  and  de- 
scending portions  were  united  by  the  transverse  colon,  about 
three  inches  in  length,  these  three  parts  forming  a  small  arch 
towards  the  right  side  of  the  body. 

The  mesenteric  glands  were  enlarged ;  many  of  the  small 
glands  presented  a  grayish  appearence.    The  vas  deferens  was 
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the  usual  size,  the  spermatic  cord  was  normal  in  every  respect. 
When,  however,  the  vas  deferens  reached  the  internal  abdominal 
ring,  it  turned  abruptly,  forming  a  very  acute  angle,  then  pro- 
ceeded in  a  straight  line  for  the  seminal  vesicle,  which  was  rudi- 
mentary. The  vesical  portion  of  the  abdominal  wall  was  three- 
fourths  of  an  inch  thick,  composed  principally  of  fibrous  tissue. 
The  interval  between  the  bones  at  the  pubic  symphysis,  was  filled 
in  with  a  dense  fibrocartilaginous  growth,  interspersed  with 
cellular  spaces  or  cavities,  lined  with  fine  vascular  membrane. 

The  cremaster  muscle  was  more  fully  developed  than  I  have 
ever  seen  it ;  its  fibres  being  continuous  with  those  of  the  in- 
ternal oblique,  forming  a  thin,  flat  muscular  covering  for  the 
cord,  before  it  began  to  break  into  loops,  which  were  also  fully 
developed,  and  very  distinct. 


EFFECTS  OF  INOBEASED  ATMOSPHEBIO  PBESSUBE 

UPON  THE  HTTMAS  BODY  * 

With  a  Report  of  Thirty-five  Oases  brought  to  the  Oity  Hospital  from  the 

Caisson  of  the  St.  Louis  and  Illinois  Bridge. 


BT  I.  A.  CLARK,  M.  D„ 
Profestor  of  Principles  of  Surgery  and  Surgical  Anatomy  in  the  Miseoari  Medical  College. 


[Published  by  request  of  the  St.  Louis  Medical   Society,  in   the  Medical 
Archives,  and  printed  in  the  "Western  Homosopathic  Obser- 
ves,"  by   permission  of   the   author.] 


Mr.  President: — The  members  of  this  Society  having,  by 
resolution,  requested  a  detailed  report  of  the  cases  treated  by 
me  at  the  City  Hospital,  who  were  affected  from  working  in  the 
compressed  air  in  the  caisson  of  the  bridge  now  being  construc- 
ted across  the  Mississippi  river  at  this  city,  I  would  submit  the 

*  It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  we  are  enabled  to  lay  before  our  readers  an 
essay  of  such  import  as  the  above.  The  opportunities  for  observing  the  ac- 
tion of  an  atmospheric  pressure  of  fifty  pounds  to  the  square  inch,  upon  the 
human  body,  have  rarely,  if  ever,  been  afforded,  and  therefore,  the  interest 
that  necessarily  attaches  itself  to  the  subject  mast  be  acknowledged  by  ail 
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following  thirty-five  cases.  Though  most  of  them  present  in 
many  respects  a  degree  of  sameness,  there  is,  in  some  of  them, 
a  contrast  in  the  symptoms  and  results,  calculated  to  confuse  any 
pre-conceived  idea  we  may  have  had  concerning  the  pathology 
of  the  affection.  But  before  venturing  to  present  these  cases  I 
think  it  proper,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  not  familiar  with 
it,  to  give  a  brief  description  of  the  manner  in  which  the  piers 
are  constructed,  and  the  caisson  entered  at  the  bridge,  which  I 
have  illustrated  by  the  following  wood-cut,  showing  a  section  of 
the  pier  with  its  shaft,  and  caisson  at  the  bottom. 


The  caisson,  C  C,  upon  which  the  solid  masonry,  M  M  rests 
is  octagonal  in  shape,  eighty  feet  long,  forty-five  feet  wide,  and 


medical,  as  well  as  olher  scientific  men,  the  world  over.  Id  the  paper, 
there  ia  a  record  of  the  treatment  of  the  entire  thirty-five  cases  —  of 
these  we  hare,  for  want  of  space,  printed  but  six  cases,  viz ;  those  numbered 
iv.,  x.,  xiv.,  xx.,  xxiu.,  xxxui., — which  were  those  that  proved  fatal,  and  we 
have  selected  them  on  account  of  the  post  mortem  examinations.  The  sum* 
mar/  at  ilia  cad  of  tht  article  will  show  tba  ratio  of  core*. 
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nine  feet  high,  constructed  of  heavy  boiler  iron,  like  a  large  box 
with  an  open  bottom.  This  caisson,  like  an  immense  diving  bell, 
is  sunk  to  the  bottom  of  the  river  with  its  open  part  down.  Once 
resting  upon  the  sand,  S,  at  the  bottom  of  the  river,  air  is  forced 
into  the  caisson  by  means  of  pumps,  until  the  atmospheric  pres- 
sure is  sufficient  to  resist  the  pressure  of  the  entire  volume  of 
water  in  the  river  surrounding  the  caisson,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
water  entering  it  at  the  bottom,  where  it  rests  upon  the  sand ; 
while  the  compressed  air  also  subserves  another  purpose,  that  of 
assisting  to  support  the  column  of  masonry  resting  upon  the  top 
of  the  caisson.  The  amount  of  atmospheric  pressure  required 
for  these  purposes,  varies  at  different  times, — always  increasing, 
of  course,  as  the  work  on  the  masonry  progresses — but  increased 
or  diminished  according  to  the  depth  of  water  in  the  river  which 
has  to  be  resisted.  At  the  time  the  workmen  were  most  affect- 
ed, the  caisson  was  resting  upon  the  rock  at  a  depth  of  ninety- 
five  feet,  the  pressure  averaging  from  forty-five  to  fifty  pounds 
to  the  square  inch.  It  is  in  this  compressed  atmosphere  that  the 
workmen  have  to  labor  at  digging  up  the  sand  and  u  puddling  "  it 
preparatory  to  pumping  it  out  by  large  sand  pumps,  thus  allow- 
ing the  caisson  to  sink  in  the  sand  as  the  weight  of  stone  is  in- 
creased upon  the  top  of  the  pier,  which  is  always  above  the  wa- 
ter. Through  the  centre  of  the  pier  there  is  an  open  shaft  ten 
feet  in  diameter,  with  a  circular  stairway,  A,  landing  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  caisson,  which  is  entered  through  the  air  lock,  B, 
which  is  an  iron  box  six  feet  square,  in  the  following  manner: 
on  reaching  the  bottom  of  the  stairway,  the  air  lock  is  entered 
through  the  small  door,  d,  which  opens  inwards.  This  door  is 
then  closed  and  the  air  forced  into  the  lock  through  the  air  valve 
at  i,  until  the  pressure  is  equal  to  that  in  the  caisson,  when  the 
door,  d,  communicating  between  it  and  the  air-lock  swings  open, 
while  the  entire  pressure  is  then  bearing  upon  the  first  door  en- 
tering the  air  lock.  The  manner  of  coming  out  is  just  the  re- 
verse of  this ;  on  entering  the  air  lock  from  the  caisson  the  door 
communicating  between  is  closed  from  without  and  the  air  allow- 
ed to  escape  from  the  "lock"  through  the  valve  at  e,  until  the 
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pressure  is  reduced  to  that  of  the  common  atmosphere,  when 
the  outside  door  is  opened. 

While  passing  through  the  air  lock,  which  requires  about  five 
minutes,  persons  complain  of  but  little  inconvenience,  except  the 
unpleasant  ringing  in  the  ears  from  the  increased  pressure  upon 
the  tympanis.  This,  however,  subsides  when  the  pressure  has 
become  equalized,  and  with  but  few  exceptions  the  workmen 
suffer  no  unpleasant  sensations  during  the  two  hours  they  remain 
in  the  caisson,  but  after  entering  the  open  air  they  are  attacked 
in  from  five  minutes  to  twelve  hours  with  the  symptoms  detailed 
in  the  following  cases,  for  the  compiling  of  which  I  am  indebted 
to  my  assistant,  Dr.  T.  A.  Arnold: 
******** 

CASS  IV. 

George  G.,  aged  thirty  years,  nativity  Germany,  was  admit- 
ted to  hospital,  February  27th,  1870,  after  having  worked  two 
hours  in  the  caisson. 

Symptoms.  —  On  coming  out  he  was  at  once  attacked  with  se- 
vere pain  in  the  lower  extremities,  which  was  soon  converted 
into  a  dull  aching  sensation  along  the  whole  course  of  the  limbs. 
When  he  arrived  at  the  hospital  was  suffering  very  little  pain, 
but  had  perfect  paraplegia,  including  the  bladder  and  sphincter 
ani.  Had  some  pain  of  a  migratory  character,  confined  almost 
exclusively  to  the  joints  of  the  lower  extremities. 

Treatment.  —  The  galvanic  battery  had  been  perseveringly 
applied  before  he  left  the  bridge,  without  benefit,  and  on  arrival 
at  the  hospital  cups  were  applied  along  the  whole  course  of  the 
spine,  but  no  change  of  symptoms  followed. 

March  1.  All  the  previous  symptoms  existing  together,  with 
partial  anaesthesia  of  lower  extremities. 

March  11.  Complained  of  pain  in  the  hypogastric  region, 
and  on  introducing  the  catheter  drew  off  a  thick  mucilaginous 
material  with  a  small  quantity  of  bloody  urine.  Warm  fomen- 
tations with  medium  doses  of  opium  soon  relieved  these  symp- 
toms; the  paralysis  of  the  bladder  and  sphincter  ani  disap- 
peared and  the  patient  seemed  much  better. 
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April  1.  Had  contracted  severe  bed-sores,  and  was  for* 
nished  with  a  water  bed,  which  made  him  comfortable.  Th*r* 
was  then  not  much  change  in  his  symptoms,  till  May  1,  when 
he  complained  of  intense  pain  over  the  whole  of  the  abdomen, 
which  was  only  partially  relieved  by  warm  fomentations  and  the 
administration  of  opium.  From  this  time  he  declined  rapidly 
and  died  May  8,  1870. 

It  should  have  been  stated  in  this  case,  that  during  most  of 
the  time  his  lower  extremities  were  so  completely  paralyied,  and 
the  hyperesthesia  so  intense,  that  even  exposing  his  body  to  a 
slight  current  of  air  would  cause  him  severe  pain  and  involuntary 
movements  in  his  paralyzed  extremities. 

The  Post  Mortem, — revealed  extensive  lesion  of  almost  every 
organ  in  the  body.  The  brain  was  very  much  softened,  and 
there  was  an  extensive  deposit  of  pus  beneath  the  arachnoid,  cov- 
ering almost  the  whole  surfaoe  of  the  brain ;  the  araohnoid  and 
dura  mater  were  so  completely  adherent  that  they  could  not  be 
separated,  and  there  was  a  considerable  amount  of  exudation 
between  the  dura  mater  and  the  cranium.  The  dura  mater  of 
the  cord  was  very  much  thickened  and  opaque,  while  instead  of 
the  spinal  fluid,  we  found  nothing  but  a  serous  pus.  The  sub- 
stance of  the  cord  itself  was  softened  to  almost  a  pulp  to  as  high 
as  the  fifth  cervical  vertebra.  The  walls  of  the  bladder  were 
immensely  thickened,  while  at  the  same  time  softened  and  satu- 
rated with  extravasated  blood.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the 
bladder  was  partly  denuded  and  in  a  gangrenous  condition.  The 
kidneys  were  considerably  enlarged,  and  contained  several  small 
abscesses,  both  in  their  cortical  and  medullary  substances.  The 
spleen  was  enlarged  to  three  times  its  normal  size,  and  very  much 
softened.  The  lungs  were  not  so  materially  affected,  though 
somewhat  congested,  most  of  which  was  hypostatic  and  post 
mortem. 


case  x. 

J.  S.,  aged  twenty-two  years,  nativity  Germany,  was  admitted 
March  10,  after  working  two  hours  in  the  bridge. 
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Symptoms.  — Very  severe  pain  in  the  lower  extremities,  and 
also  in  the  shoulders.  In  a  few  hours  paraplegia  occurred,  with 
marked  mitigation  of  pain.  The  paralysis  extended  to  all  the 
interior  organs  of  the  body,  the  bladder  and  sphincter  ani.  On 
catheterizing,  the  bladder  was  found  filled  with  almost  pure  blood, 
and  this  condition  continued  for  several  days. 

Treatment. — His  pain  was  quite  relieved  by  the  hot  bath,  so 
much  so  that  he  slept  in  the  water;  but  perfect  paralysis  and 
anaesthesia  of  the  lower  extremities  continued  unimproved. 

March  18.  ,  Complained  of  great  pain  over  different  portions 
of  the  body.  No  appetite;  is  quite  feeble.  Alcoholic  stimu- 
lants, and  si  nutritious  diet  were  ordered,  but  he  sank  rapidly, 
and  died  March  22. 

Post  Mortem. — The  brain  and  spinal  cord  were  found  highly 
congested,  the  latter  being  softened  in  many  places  into  a  pulpy 
consistency.  There  was  evident  subarachnoid  effusion  and 
probably  more  than  a  normal  quantity  in  the  dura  mater  of  the 
cord.  Small  drops  of  extravasated  blood  were  found  at  different 
points  on  the  external  surface  of  the  latter  membrane.  All  of 
the  abdominal  viscera  were  surcharged  with  blood ;  the  lungs 
suffering  less  in  this  respect  than  any  of  the  other  organs. 
There  were  clots  of  extravasated  blood  found  in  both  kidneys ; 
one  of  the  ureters  was  very  much  enlarged.  The  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  bladder  was  thickened  and  presented  the  appearance 
in  many  places  of  ecchymosis,  which  condition  was  continuous 
along  the  whole  course  of  the  urethra.  The  bladder  contained  a 
small  amount  of  bloody  urine. 
*<*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

CASE     XIV. 

J.  M.,  aged  thirty-five  years,  was  admitted  March  14,  1870. 
A  few  hours  before  admission  had  visited  the  caisson,  where  he 
remained  two  hours. 

Symptoms.  —  On  coming  out  he  had  suddenly  lost  the  power 
of  motion  of  both  upper  and  lower  extremities,  but  felt  no  pain 
at  that  time.  A  few  hours  after  admission  he  recovered  the  use 
of  bis  arms  and  could  move  the  legs  slightly. 
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Treatment. — Hot  baths,  followed  with  opium.  General  hy- 
peresthesia ensued. 

March  16.  All  pain  and  hyperesthesia  had  disappeared. 
Urine  bloody,  with  a  foetid,  disagreeable  odor. 

March  17.  Urine  still  bloody,  and  patient  quite  feeble,  from 
which  time  he  sank  rapidly  and  and  died  on  the  19th. 

Post  Mortem.  —  The  brain  and  spinal  cord,  including  the  men- 
inges, were  found  highly  congested,  with  marked  subarachnoid 
effusion.  The  substance  of  the  cord  was  slightly  softened  in  the 
lower  portion  of  the  dorsal  region,  and  the  veins  in  this  portion 
of  the  cord  were  thrombosed.  Small  dots  of  extravasated 
blood  were  found  on  the  external  surface  of  the  dura  mater  in 
both  the  cervical  and  dorsal  regions.  The  thoracic  and  abdom- 
inal viscera  were  found  highly  congested ;  the  lungs  being  much 
less  so  than  any  of  the  other  organs.  Clots  of  extravasated 
blood  were  found  in  the  left  kidney.  The  bladder  contained  a 
small  quantity  of  bloody  urine.  The  mucous  membrane  of  that 
organ  was  thickened,  and  presented  the  same  ecchymosed  patches 

described  in  case  No.  ix. 
******** 

CASE  XX. 

John  Wagner,  aged  82  years,  was  admitted  March  17.  He 
worked  in  the  bridge  two  terms,  of  two  hours  each,  on  the  day  of 
admission,  and  on  coming  out  the  last  time  was  suddenly  at- 
tacked with  severe  pain ;  first  in  the  arms  and  shoulders,  and 
soon  after  in  the  lower  extremities.  The  pain  continued  very 
violent  for  several  hours,  when  paraplegia  occurred,  involving 
the  bladder  and  sphincter  ani,  with  marked  mitigation  of  the 
pain. 

Treatment. — He  received  none  at  first,  but  after  a  few  days 
opium  was  required  to  relieve  the  pain,  which,  by  this  time,  had 
returned. 

March  25.  No  pain ;  could  move  his  feet  very  liftle.  He 
had,  after  this  date,  no  continued  pain,  but  often  had  severe 
pain  of  a  migratory  or  transient  character,  which  was  always 
relieved  by  opium. 
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April  1.  Had  a  violent  diarrhoea,  which  was  promptly 
checked  by  astringents. 

May  15.  Is  still  in  the  hospital,  with  no  important  change 
in  his  symptoms.  Is  still  paralyzed  in  lower  extremities,  and 
occasionally  suffers  severe  pain  in  different  portions  of  the  body. 

June  23,  died.  Up  to  time  of  death  his  mind  was  perfectly 
clear. 

Post  Mortem. —  In  this  case  the  brain  only  was  examined, 
which  was  found  to  be  extremely  anaemic  and  somewhat  softened, 
especially  the  cerebellum,  which  wa&  quite  pulpy ;  the  arachnoid 
membrane  was  quite  opaque  and  slightly  adherent  to  the  sub- 
stance of  the  brain.  The  veins  of  the  brain  were  entirely  emp- 
tied of  blood,  and  the  ventricles  contained  no  fluid. 
******** 

CASE    XXIII. 

T.  B.,  aged  21  years,  was  admitted  March  21,  in  an  uncon- 
scious condition,  with  a  low  muttering  delirium.  He  was  not 
paralyzed,  but  seemed  to  suffer  considerable  pain,  which  was  re- 
lieved by  the  hot  bath  — 110°.  The  patient  never  became  con- 
scious, but  died,  comatose,  March  23. 

Post  Mortem. —  The  brain  and  spinal  cord,  together  with 
their  investing  membranes,  were  found  highly  congested,  with 
effusion  of  serum  under  both  the  arachnoid  and  dura  mater- 
There  was  also  slight  inflammatory  adhesions  between  these  two 
membranes.  The  abdominal  viscera  were  all  highly  congested 
while  the  lungs  were  almost  normal.  The  pericardium  contained 
greatly  more  than  its  normal  quantity  of  serum.  Some  small 
clots  of  extravasated  blood  were  found  on  the  external  surface  of 
the  dura  mater  of  the  cord.  The  kidneys  were  highly  con- 
gested,  and  the  bladder  contained  a  small   amount  of  bloody 

urine. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

CASK  XXXIII. 

J.  B.,  aged  22  years,  had  worked  only  two  hours  in  the 
caisson,  on  the  day  of  admission,  April  1, 
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Symptoms. — Excruciating  pain  in  both  upper  and  lower  ex- 
tremities, followed  by  paraplegia,  including  the  bladder  and 
sphincter  ani.  Continued  headache,  with  perfect  anaesthesia  of 
the  lower  extremities. 

Treatment — The  warm  bath  relieved  the  pain  only  temporar- 
ily and  was  followed  by  the  administration  of  opium. 

April  5.  Complained  of  great  pain  over  the  region  of  the 
bladder  and  on  catheterizing  drew  off  a  quantity  of  almost  pure 
blood.     The  pain  was  partially  relieved  by  warm  fomentations. 

April  6.  Still  had  bloody  urine  with  pain  in  the  hypogas- 
trium.     Treatment  continued  with  only  partial  relief. 

April  12.  Was  taken  suddenly  with  severe  pain  over  the 
whole  abdomen,  which  was  tympanitic  and  very  tender  on  pres- 
sure.    Opium  and  warm  fomentations  were  given  without  relief 

He  sank  rapidly,  and  after  intense  suffering  died  on  April  SO. 

Post  Mortem.  —  The  brain  and  its  meninges  were  found 
highly  congested  with  subarachnoid  effusion  and  probably  more 
than  a  normal  quantity  of  serum  in  the  dura  mater  of  the  cord. 
The  cord  was  decidedly  softened  in  the  lower  dorsal  region. 
There  were  also  small  clots  of  extravasated  blood  on  the  ex- 
ternal surface  of  the  cord.  The  viscera  generally  were  found 
congested,  except  the  lungs,  which  seemed  entirely  exempt  from 
this  lesion.  The  mucous  membrane  of  bladder  was  greatly  thick- 
ened and  extensively  ulcerated.  One  of  the  ulcers  had  per- 
forated the  bladder,  allowing  its  contents  to  flow  into  the  cavity 
of  the  peritoneum,  which  gave  rise  to  violent  peritonitis,  of 
which  abundant  evidence  was  found.  The  intestines  were  ex- 
tensively adherent  to  the  peritoneum  and  to  each  other.  The 
lower  portion  of  the  colon,  and  the  rectum,  were  in  a  gangrenous 
condition  and  were  easily  torn.  The  kidneys  were  intensely 
congested  and  contained  clots  of  extravasated  blood. 
******** 

PATHOLOGY. 

While  reviewing  these  cases  in  search  of  the  real  pathological 
conditions  to  account  for  the  symptoms  presented,  we  are  not  at 
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so  much  of  a  loss  as  to  account  for  the  peculiar  manner  in  which 
these  conditions  are  produced  as  a  result  of  exposure  to  a  com- 
pressed atmosphere,  which  in  itself  does  not  seem  to  differ  from 
common  air,  so  far  as  the  immediate  effect  upon  the  individual 
exposed  is  concerned.  But  remembering  the  well  marked  path- 
ological conditions  revealed  in  the  post  mortems  upon  these  cases, 
there  cannot  be  any  doubts  as  to  the  exact  nature  of  the  lesion, 
which  consists,  first,  in  a  congestion  of  all  the  viscera  of  the 
body,  with  the  exception,  probably,  of  the  lungs,  which,  how- 
ever, do  not  entirely  escape  in  all  cases.  Following  this  primary 
condition  we  have  all  the  sequelae  of  an  active  congestion,  such 
as  effusion,  inflammation  and  destructive  disintegration  of  the 
tissues  involved.  This  excessive  congestion  of  all  the  interior 
organs  of  the  body  would  seem  to  point  to  some  cause  operating 
upon  the  surface,  producing  a  retrocession  of  blood  from  the 
superficial  vessels;  but  while  we  believe  that  the  primary  cause 
operates  upon  the  surface  of  the  body,  we  also  admit  that  after 
this  condition  has  existed  for  a  certain  length  of  time  the  brain 
and  nerve  centers  become  exhausted,  and  powerless  to  resist  the 
mechanical  forces  operating  upon  the  circulation.  By  this  we 
mean  the  increased  atmospheric  pressure  upon  the  surface  of 
the  body,  which  being  more  than  three  times  that  of  the  atmos- 
pheric air,  must  necessarily  compress  the  superficial  vessels,  and 
force  the  blood  in  upon  the  interior  organs  of  the  body,  where 
such  pressure  cannot  be  equalized  in  a  compressed  atmosphere, 
except  in  the  lungs,  which  being  exposed  alike  with  the  surface 
of  the  body,  are  found  the  least  affected ;  indeed,  in  many  cases 
they  do  not  seem  to  be  at  all  congested,  while  other  organs  not 
so  exposed  are  entirely  disorganized.  This  is  especially  true  of 
the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  which  being  contained  in  a  bony 
cavity  cannot,  of  course,  be  affected  by  a  counter  pressure,  or 
have  much  space  in  which  to  yield  to  the  increased  amount  of 
blood  forced  upon  them,  and  are  consequently  the  first  to  be 
affected,  as  is  evinced  by  the  first  symptom  of  pain,  paralysis 
or  numbness,  which  is  invariably  present  in  every  ease  when 
first  attacked.  Judging  from  the  constancy  of  these  symptoms 
in  all  the  oases  that  have  come  under  my  observation  in  the 
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hospital,  and  from  the  fact  that  some  of  the  workingmen  have 
been  affected  in  this  manner  while  they  were  still  in  the  caisson, 
we  infer  that  the  same  condition  exists,  to  a  greater  or  less  de- 
gree, in  all  persons  who  are  exposed  to  this  increased  atmos- 
pheric pressure.  In  some,  however,  it  is  so  slight  as  not  to  be 
observed  in  the  individual  himself,  while  many  others,  amongst 
whom  visitors  who  enter  the  caisson  for  the  first  time,  are  more 
or  less  affected  with  symptoms  of  vertigo,  muscular  weakness, 
and  occasional  pains  in  the  lower  extremities.  All  these  symp- 
toms, varied  so  much  in  their  intensity,  lead  us  to  infer  that 
those  who  suffer  but  slightly,  still  possess  the  power  of  reaction, 
and  do  not  succumb  to  the  increased  atmospheric  pressure  so 
much  as  those  who  seem  to  be  more  susceptible  to  its  influence, 
and  are  exhausted  beyond  the  power  of  reaction  when  they 
enter  the  open  air,  so  that  they  remain  in  the  same  condition — 
that  is,  congestion  of  all  the  abdominal  viscera,  brain  and  spinal 
cord — until  the  most  vital  of  these  organs  become  exhausted, 
and  paralysis,  especially  of  motion,  ensues.  The  efforts  at  reac- 
tion, even  in  these  extreme  cases,  during  the  entire  course  of 
their  sickness,  seems  to  be  expended  upon  the  sensory  nerves  and 
arteries,  causing  Ae  well  marked  hyperesthesia  which  occurs  in 
so  many  cases,  and,  in  many  instances,  is  so  acute  as  to  cause 
automatic,  or  involuntary,  movements  in  the  paralyzed  extremi- 
ties, from  the  reflex  action  of  the  hypersensitive  afferent  nerves, 
(which  are  so  sensitive  as  to  be  influenced  by  the  friction  of  a 
feather  upon  the  skin,  or  a  sudden  current  of  ordinary  atmos- 
pheric air);  the  reflex  action  being  so  excessive  in  some  cases  as 
to  excite  severe  pain  in  the  lower  extremities,  which,  when  un- 
disturbed, were  entirely  insensible,  and  their  motive  power  be- 
yond the  control  of  the  patient.  Yet,  with  all  this  hyperesthesia, 
there  seemed  to  be  a  want  of  intelligence  in  the  sense  of  touch, 
that  is,  the  patients  could  never  determine  from  what  cause 
they  suffered  pain,  when  it  was  inflicted  upon  them  by  artificial 
means.  For  instance,  when  they  were  blindfold,  and  any  irrita- 
tion made  upon  the  skin,  they  could  not  determine  whether 
they  were  being  burned,  scratched,  pricked  or  pinched,  and  the 
movements  made  under  such  influences  did  not  seem  to  be  con- 
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trolled  b y  any  power  of  coordination ;  and  even  many  caws  that 
had  been  paralyzed,  in  making  their  first  efforts  to  walk,  did  not 
seem  to  possess  the  powers  of  coordination  of  motion,  and  were 
affected  like  a  person  suffering  from  locomotor  ataxia.  While 
guided  by  the  sense  of  sight  they  seemed  to  suffer  but  little  in- 
convenience in  walking,  but  when  the  eyes  were  bandaged  they 
were  unable  even  to  stand  erect,  much  less  to  walk. 

As  to  the  peculiar  manner  in  which  this  increased  atmospheric 
pressure  produces  such  a  condition,  or  why  persons  are  so  gener- 
ally not  affected  until  they  come  out  to  the  open  air,  is  a  ques- 
tion not  easily  reconciled  in  the  minds  of  many  who  have  had 
an  opportunity  to  observe  the  phenomena.  Some  persons,  as 
stated,  have  been  affect*  d  in  this  manner  while  remaining  in  the 
caisson,  where  the  pressure  was  so  excessive  as  to  induce  such  a 
congestion  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  that  these  centres  be- 
came exhausted  under  the  immediate  influence  of  the  pressure, 
just  as  in  the  case  of  those  who  are  not  affected  until  after  they 
enter  the  open  air,  when  the  period  of  attack  varies  from  a  few 
minutes — as  has  been  true  in  but  a  few  cases — to  twenty-four 
hours  after  they  leave  the  air-chamber. 

Inasmuch,  then,  as  some  have  yielded  to  thf  influence  of  this 
pressure  while  still  under  its  immediate  influence,  it  might  reason- 
ably be  inferred  that  some  of  those  who  are  not  so  affected  until 
several  hours  after  they  leave  the  caisson,  might  have  succumbed 
in  the  same  manner,  had  they  remained  in  the  air-chamber  dur- 
ing the  entire  time  from  the  period  of  their  entering  until  the 
time  they  were  attacked,  for  it  is  apparent  in  those  cases  that 
are  attacked  after  they  enter  the  open  air,  that  in  consequence 
of  the  continued  great  pressure  upon  the  surface  of  the  body, 
the  nerve  centers  have  become  exhausted  from  the  excessive  con- 
gestion, not  only  of  these  organs  but  of  all  the  abdominal  viscera, 
(some  of  which  are  next  in  vitality  to  the  brain  itself,)  so  that 
the  patient  is  unable  to  react  even  under  the  most  favorable  cir- 
cumstances. That  this  is  true,  is  demonstrated  by  the  clinical 
appearance  of  the  patients. 

When  first  attacked — and  until  reaction  is  established — the 
surface  of  the  body  is  cool,  the  face  pallid,  the  pulse  increase 
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in  frequency  and  diminished  in  fullness,  indeed  presenting  all 
the  appearance  of  collapse,  more  or  less  complete,  and  as  a  far- 
ther indication  that  these  conditions  depend  npon  congestion  of 
the  interior  organs  of  the  body,  it  is  invariably  true,  in  every 
case,  that  where  the  proper  remedies  have  been  used  to  attract 
the  circulation  to  the  surface  of  the  body — such,  for  instance, 
as  the  hot  bath  at  a  temperature  of  110° — the  immediate  effect 
is  to  relieve  the  patient  and  arrest  his  pain  so  long  as  the  reac- 
tion can  be  maintained  by  such  means.  Then  certainly  all  these 
phenomena  cannot  be  caused  from  excessive  reaction  induced  by 
passing  from  the  compressed  to  the  open  air,  as  has  been  asserted 
by  some  who  have  attempted  thus  to  account  for  all  the  results 
occurring  in  these  cases. 

It  has  been  asserted,  also,  that  this  congestion  of  the  viscera 
of  the  body  does  not  occur  in  consequence  of  the  increased  atmos- 
pheric pressure  upon  its  surface,  for  the  reason  that  the  pressure 
is  equalized  throughout  the  cavities  of  the  body,  and  conse- 
quently influences  the  circulation  as  much  in  the  interior  organs 
as  upon  the  surface  of  the  body.  This  theory  cannot  oertainly 
be  sustained  by  any  process  of  reasoning,  for  we  know  that  it  is 
not  true  of  an  individual  living  in  the  common  atmosphere, 
except  so  far  as  the  exposure  of  the  lungs  is  concerned.  Cer- 
tainly we  cannot  say  that  the  force  of  the  circulation  is  re- 
sisted by  atmospheric  pressure  in  the  cavities  of  the  cranium  and 
vertebral  canal,  neither  can  we  say  with  much  more  propriety 
that  the  same  condition  exists  in  the  cavities  of  the  abdomen  and 
chest. 

But  it  may  be  suggested  as  an  analogy  in  these  cases,  that  if 
it  were  not  for  this  equalisation  of  pressure  in  the  interior  of 
the  body,  that  the  ordinary  atmospheric  air  would  produce  the 
same  results  as  the  compressed  atmosphere  not  equalized.  But 
this  analogy  cannot  explain  the  results  derived  from  the  two 
conditions.  In  the  case  of  atmospheric  air,  where  there  is  but 
fifteen  pounds  to  the  square  inch  exerted,  this  is  just  the  natural 
force  to  equalize  the  resistance  from  the  force  of  the  circulation, 
which  is  probably  due  to  two  causes,  the  first  of  which  is  the 
centrifugal  force  of  the  heart's  action,  together  with  the  con. 
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tractibility  of  the  blood-vessels  themselves;  and  the  other,  what 
we  may  term  the  vital  chemical  affinity  between  the  blood  and 
the  tissues. 

The  heart,  like  other  central  motive  powers,  forcing  fluid  at  a 
radiation  from  a  common  centre,  has  a  tendency  to  cast  it  in  a 
straight  line,  which  being  interrupted  by  the  curves  and  irregu- 
lar course  of  the  arteries,  together  with  the  distension  of  their 
caliber,  may  exert  a  force  sufficient  to  resist,  in  some  degree,  the 
pressure  of  the  ordinary  atmosphere  upon  the  surface  of  the 
body.  However,  what  the  modus  operandi  of  the  centrifugal 
force  may  be  to  resist  the  pressure  of  the  common  atmosphere, 
does  not  materially  interest  us,  inasmuch  as  we  know  it  does 
exist,  from  the  fact  that  when  the  atmospheric  pressure  is  re- 
moved there  follows  immediate  congestion  of  the  surface  of  the 
body.  But  to  what  extent  this  force  operates,  we  of  course  can- 
not accurately  determine.  Tnat  it  cannot  act  as  the  only  bal- 
ance between  the  circulation  and  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere 
we  may  feel  assured,  when  we  recollect  the  chemical  affinity 
existing  between  the  blood  and  the  tissues  is  such  that  the  blood 
is  attracted  by  this  means  to  the  most  remote  parts  of  the  body, 
so  long  as  this  affinity  exists  between  the  blood  and  the  tissues ; 
that  is,  so  long  as  the  blood  contains  those  chemical  elements 
which  belong  to  the  tissues  it  will  seek  its  affinity,  even  against 
a  very  considerable  degree  of  atmospheric  pressure,  or  other 
influences  calculated  to  retard  or  repel  it.  This  force  is  the 
more  apparent  from  the  fact  that  the  same  process  still  contin- 
ues, really  after  death — or  after  the  contractions  of  the  heart 
have  ceased. 

We  cannot  account  for  the  arteries  being  empty  after  death 
from  the  vis  a  tergo  of  the  heart  alone,  neither  the  contractibility 
of  the  arteries  themselves,  but  from  the  effect  of  this  vital  chem- 
ical affinity  which  has  sufficient  attraction  to  force  all  the  blood 
in  the  arteries  into  the  veins  without  the  aid  of  the  heart's 
action. 

Then  we  regard  these  two  forces — i.  e.,  the  centrifugal  force 
and  the  chemical  affinity  existing  between  the  tissues  and  the 
blood,  as  sufficient  to  resist  the  pressure  of  the  common  atinos- 
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phere  upoa  lie  sEr£w*  i£  u*  It »ij.  a*d  maintaia  an  equilibrium 
of  die  csreabaroi  zl  rue  eiTnaes  of  the  body,  where  a  <\>unter 
pifiwau  frcoL  lite  ann^oicr*  wou--d  be  impossible,  is  in  the 
cheat,  pertebraJ  cuil  ani  earny  of  ihe  cranium. 

It  has  also  bees,  aascrxei  xhai  the  peculiar  symptoms  incident 
to  exposure  to  i.r.Tf  etai-jtfeH&ed  auLosphere  are  doe  to  hyperoxi* 
dation  of  ail  ibe  ta&aes  of  like  body,  resulting  from  the  increased 
Tolame  of  oxyges.  compressed  within  the  air-chamber,  which  by 
its  action  causes  aa  ixrcreased  disintegration  of  the  tissues  while 
remaining  axder  the  iz.f  aeiice  of  the  compressed  air,  and  that 
this  disintegrated  tissue  accumulate  to  such  aa  extent  in  the 
tissues  that  wten  the  in  iiridual  is  admitted  to  the  common  atmos- 
phere,  where  there  is  a  less  volume  of  oxygen,  this  accumulated 
carbonaceous  disintegration  cannot  be  eliminated  rapidly  enough 
with  the  comparative  small  supply  of  oxygen  in  the  open  air,  so 
that  the  patient  suffers,  as  it  were,  from  poisoning  by  carbouio 
acid  gas.  This  theory  implies,  of  course,  that  while  the  person 
remains  within  the  compressed  air  of  the  caisson  the  disintegra- 
tion and  elimination  is  equalised  to  such  a  degree  that  so  long 
ss  the  individual  continues  under  these  conditions  he  inours  no 
risk  of  an  attack;  but  that  when  he  enters  the  open  air  the 
amount  of  disintegrated  material  accumulated  in  the  bodjp,  in 
consequence  of  the  hyperoxidation  of  the  tissues,  is  suoh  that  the 
amount  of  oxygen  in  the  open  air  is  not  sufficient  to  eliminate  it, 
and  its  effects  are  felt  upon  the  constitution  in  the  manner  do- 
tailed  in  the  above  cases.  Now,  while  we  admit  that  the  causes 
are  obscure  which  affect  so  large  a  proportion  of  those  exposed 
to  this  influence  after  they  have  entered  the  open  air,  yet  when 
we  remember  that  there  have  been  persons  attaoked  in  the  most 
severe  manner  while  remaining  in  the  air-chamber,  and  died  in  a 
few  minutes,  we  cannot  reconcile  this  theory  as  sufficient  to  ac- 
count for  the  phenomena  presented  in  the  cause  and  effect  ope- 
rating upon  these  cases. 

Again,  we  do  not  recognize  as  a  fact,  that  there  is  an  in- 
creased relative  amount  of  oxygen  consumed  by  the  individual 
while  breathing  this  oompressed  atmosphere,  from  the  fact  that 
the  relative  proportions  of  the  atmosphere  are  identically  the 
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same  as  those  of  the  common  air,  though  contained  in  a  smaller 
space;  for,  while  there  may  be  said  to  be  three  volumes  of  oxy- 
gen in  one,  it  is  proportionately  diluted  with  its  usual  equiva- 
lents of  nitrogen,  which  is  subject  to  the  same  compression  and 
reduction  in  volume  as  the  oxygen.  Then  it  does  not  seem  pos- 
sible that  the  blood  should  be  surcharged  with  oxygen,  when 
the  air  inhaled  contains  the  same  equivalents  of  nitrogen  and 
oxygen  as  the  common  air,  as  the  red  corpuscles  cannot  absorb 
more  than  their  normal  portion  of  oxygen  while  the  air  is  thus 
diluted.  The  conditions  would  be  different  upon  a  person  being 
confined  in  an  atmosphere  of  pure  oxygen,  the  effects  of  which 
would  be  to  arterialise  the  blood  throughout  the  entire  venous 
system,  which  does  not  exist  in  those  who  are  affected  in  this 
compressed  atmosphere.  Blood  drawn  from  patients  suffering 
the  consequences  of  this  increased  pressure  presents  all  the  ap- 
pearances of  venous  blood. 

Then,  again,  as  must  be  true  of  all  chemical  affinities,  the  re- 
ciprocal action  between  the  two  elements  must  be  mutual;  if  even 
there  should  be  an  increased  proportion  of  oxygen  in  the  atmos- 
phere where  the  individual  breathes,  which  would  probably  in- 
crease the  carbonaceous  disintegration  of  the  tissues  and  furnish 
more  carbonic  acid  to  be  eliminated,  yet,  while  there  is  an  excess 
of  oxygen  in  the  air  surrounding  the  body,  the  affinity  between 
the  oxygen  and  earbon  must  be  mutually  equal  when  presented 
to  the  lungs  in  a  free  state  ready  for  combination,  so  that  the 
elimination  of  carbonic  acid  gas  must  exactly  correspond  to  the 
amount  of  oxygen  consumed,  inasmuch  as  it  is  one  of  the  ele- 
ments of  its  production.  Surely,  the  attraction  of  oxygen  to- 
wards the  carbonic  acid  in  the  lungs  is  as  strong  as  that  of  the 
oxygen  for  the  tissues  where  the  carbon  is  generated;  conse- 
quently the  production  of  carbonic  acid,  and  the  elimination  of 
carbonio  acid  gas,  must  be  exactly  equal  when  the  amount  of 
oxygen  inhaled  is  in  excess  of  the  normal  quantity.  Yet  we  do 
not  presume  to  say  that  an  individual  might  live  in  an  atmos- 
phere of  pure  oxygen  with  impunity,  even  though  the  carbonto 
acid  should  be  eliminated  as  rapidly  as  it  is  produced.     Under 
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such  conditions  tbe  individual  would  certainly  die  from  the  ex* 
cessive  disintegration  of  the  tissues  and  their  waste  by  elimina- 
tion, and  not  from  the  excess  of  carbon  accumulated  in  the  tis- 
sues from  a  want  of  its  elimination.  In  fact,  it  has  been  demon- 
strated that  in  the  case  of  animals  allowed  to  perish  from  the 
effects  of  inhaling  an  atmosphere  of  pure  oxygen,  instead  of  the 
blood  being  surcharged  with  carbonic  acid,  it  is  found  to  be 
hyperoxygenated,  both  in  the  arteries  and  veins;  that  is,  exces- 
sively arterial  throughout  the  body,  instead  of  containing  an 
accumulated  quantity  of  disintegrated  tissue,  as  has  been  asserted 
to  be  true  in  the  cases  referred  to,  where  it  is  not  claimed  that 
the  excess  of  oxygen  consumed  is  much  more  than  that  contained 
in  the  common  atmosphere. 

But  whether  these  patients  suffer  from  the  effects  of  atmos- 
pheric pressure  upon  the  surface  of  the  body,  while  in  the  cais- 
son, or  the  increased  amount  of  oxygen  in  the  atmosphere  they 
breathe,  it  does  not  in  either  case  indicate  that  there  can  occur 
an  accumulation  fcf  carbonic  acid  in  the  body  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  destroy  the  life  of  the  patient,  or  develop  the  ordinary 
symptoms  in  those  generally  affected  when  entering  the  open  air, 
as  a  consequence  (as  suggested  by  Dr.  Hodgen)  of  the  want  of 
sufficient  oxygen  to  eliminate  the  amount  of  carbonic  acid  accu- 
mulated in  the  body  while  under  this  increased  pressure  where 
the  oxygen  is  supposed  to  be  in  excess  of  its  proportion  in  the 
normal  atmosphere.  However,  as  a  contradiction  to  the  state- 
ment that  an  increased  amount  of  oxygen  may  be  consumed  by 
the  blood,  and  its  products  not  immediately  eliminated,  Professor 
Flint,  in  his  recent  work  on  the  "  Physiology  of  Man,"  states 
that  the  proportion  of  oxygen  which  the  red  corpuscles  are  capa- 
ble of  containing  is  to  a  certain  degree  absolute,  and  not  depend- 
ent upon  physical  conditions,  sueh  as  pressure,  which  invariably 
have  an  influence  on  the  proportion  of  gas  merely  held  in  solu. 
tion  by  liquids;  and  that  the  proportion  of  oxygen  in  the  blood 
cannot  be  increased  by  preeeure,  nor  is  it  diminished  by  reduc- 
tion of  the  pressure,  until  it  approaches  a  vaouum. 
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SUMMARY. 

Whole  number  of  cases  admitted  to  Hospital,  85 

Cured,  ....  26 

Relieved,         ....  3 

Died,  ....  6                    35 


Cases  accompanied  with  paralysis,  -         -         -        -         19 

"    hyperesthesia,      -         -         -         -     11 
"    haemoptysis,      -  2 
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LECTURES  CLINICAL  AND  DIDACTIC  ON  THE  DISEASES  OF  WOMEN: 
By  R.  Ludlam,  M.  D  ,  Professor  of  Obstetrics,  in  the  Hahnemann  Med- 
ical College  of  Chicago:     Chicago:     C.  S.  Halsey,  Publisher. 

This  work,  long  looked  for,   has  come  at  last,  and  is  being 

issued  in  numbers  unbound ;  the  first  part  contains  112  pages, 

and  part  second  from  page  113  to  208.    This  plan  of  publishing 

a  work  in  numbers,  is  the  usual  way  that  all  medical  books  in 

Germany  appear,  and  is  decidedly  advantageous  to  the  profes- 
sion. 

In  Part  L,  Dr.  L.,  has  commenced  with  prolapsus  uteri ;  a 
subject  pregnant  with  interest,  and  one  upon  which  most  busy 
practitioners  would  like  to  add  to  their  stock  of  knowledge,  A 
clinical  case  occurring  at  the  climacteric  period  is  described,  and 
the  causes  and  treatment  fully  given.  Among  the  causes,  he 
says,  "parturition  at  the  climacteric  period  is  a  predisposing 
one,"  and  u  dropsy  with  constipation  as  an  immediate  cause,  con- 
verting  a  retroflexion  into  a  retroversion,  or  a  simple  prolapsus 
into  a  procidentia."  We  are  sorry  that  our  author  did  not  stop 
to  define  the  difference  between  a  retroflexion  and  a  retroversion, 
because  a  good  many  physicians,  not  perfectly  familiar  with  the 
subject  of  gynaecology,  will  look  over  their  old  works  in  vain 
without  being  clearly  informed  upon  the  subject. 

Treatment  of  prolapsus:  Our  author  says  many  cases  of  pro- 
lapsus  need  but  little  besides  appropriate  postural  treatment. 
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It  often  happens  that  the  misplaced  uterus  will  gravitate  into 
its  proper  position,  if  the  patient  can  keep  off  her  feet."  This 
is  good  sound  sense,  and  should  be  heeded  by  the  practitioner. 

He  does  not  recommend  anybody's  patent  supporter,  but  ad- 
vises the  perineal  pad  to  be  worn  as  a  means  of  temporary  relief, 
— it  being  more  reliable,  and  will  accomplish  more  than  any 
other  form  of  support;  to  this  we  say,  Amen ! 

He  leaves  the  consideration  of  pessaries  to  a  future  lecture. 
He  adds  some  useful  hygienic  precautions,  and  says  "the  remedies 
most  prominently  indicated  for  this  particular  case,  are  apis,  and 
nuz  vomica.  A  case  of  leucorrhoea  with  chronic  ovaritis,  is 
next  described.  Such  cases  occur  frequently  in  practice.  In 
this  case,  he  quotes,  "ovulation  as  the  cause  of  ovaritis,"  and 
says  "it  is  the  periodical  repletion  of  the  vessels  of  an  inflamed 
ovary,  that  gives  rise  to  the  peculiar  burning,  cramp-like,  neural- 
gic pains,  of  which  our  patient  has  complained."  Well  said, 
and  should  be  remembered  by  practitioners. 

Dr.  L.  raised  his  voice  against  the  useless  cauterizations  that 
were  applied  in  this  case  by  three  physicians,  and  says,  "their 
applications  may  have  *  patched  up  the  case1  but  the  cure  was  not 
permanent.  The  lesion  reappeared  because  the  ovarian  affec- 
tion was  not  cured.  The  proper  plan  is  to  treat  the  disease  of 
the  ovary,  in  case  it  was  the  left,"  and  thuya  occ.  was  selected  as 
the  remedy  to  be  taken  for  a  whole  month.  Palliatives  in  such 
cases  are  not  curatives,  and  it  is  bad  practice  to  prescribe  simply 
astringent  washes.     This  case  is  particularly  instructive. 

Morning  sickness  of  pregnancy,  and  retroversion  is  next  des- 
cribed. The  retroversion  was  relieved  by  digital  manipulation, 
affording  great  relief;  and  the  manner  of  replacing  the  womb  is 
described.  Dr.  L.  properly  cautions  against  the  use  of  the  ute- 
rine sound  in  pregnancy  or  suspected  pregnancy.  He  speaks  of 
postural  treatment,  the  use  of  the  India-rubber  air-bag,  or  col- 
peurynter,  and  of  Hodge's  pessary. 

«  He  next  describes  a  case  of  galactorrhea,  after  weaning  a 
child.  As  antigalactics,  he  quotes  bell.,  bry.,  calc-carbon  and 
phosphorus,  but  says  they  were  all  lacking  in  this  case.  He 
finally  ordered  calc-carbon  at  night,  and  camphorated  oil  extern- 
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ally.  In  our  experience  we  confess  we  do  not  know  any  anti- 
galactic.  The  plasters  of  belladonna  extract  and  also  camphor 
have  not  proved  beneficial  in  our  practice.  Many  more  interest- 
ing cases  are  given,  such  as  molar  pregnancy ;  too  frequent  men- 
struation in  incipient  phthisis;  abortion  with  misplaced  pains; 
an  excellent  chapter  upon  post-partum  haemorrhage,  and  here 
our  author's  sensible'  advice  in  the  treatment  of  the  last  named 
complication,  is  certainly  most  complete,  and  quite  different 
from  what  we  find  in  some  other  works  which  we  could  name, 
that  are  accepted  as  authority. 

His  advice  to  the  young  physician  is  really  valuable,  and  we 
assert  that  the  contents  of  this  chapter  is  worth  a  hundred  fold  the 
price  of  the  book.  He  insists  upon  the  maxim  to  bring  about 
firm  contractions  of  the  uterus,  by  introducing  the  hand  within 
its  cavity;  to  remove  the  placenta  and  to  turn  out  the  clots. 
He  speaks  of  colpeurysis  with  ice-water ;  the  compress  and  bind- 
er, evacuations  of  the  bladder  with  the  catheter  or  otherwise ; 
keeping  the  head  low;  the  use  of  stimulants;  the  internal  use  of 
ergot  in  appreciable  doses,  and  many  other  sensible  and  availa- 
ble expedients.  When  physicians  of  our  school  write  in  this 
way,  and  speak  the  truth,  without  reference  to  dogma  or  preju- 
dices, we  shall  begin  to  have  hopes  of  the  rising  generation  of 
homoeopathic  physicians.     We  say  amen  to  this  chapter. 

The  chapter  on  chlorosis  is  valuable  and  practical,  in  fact  we 
know  of  no  description  in  any  other  wook  so  good.  We  do  not 
find  among  the  remedies  named,  the  purified  deutoxide  of  man- 
ganese, a  remedy  most  appropriate  in  many  cases  of  chlorosis,  es- 
pecially if  gastric  disturbances  and  loss  of  appetite  predominate. 

We  have  also  read  with  pleasure  and  profit,  the  last  chapter, 
upon  ovaritis ;  this  is  continued  in  part  second,  and  is  one  of  the 
best  in  the  book;  also  a  case  of  bilious  colic  during  pregnancy; 
and  a  very  good  lecture  upon  pruritus  vulva.  For  this  last  dis- 
tressing affection,  in  addition  to  the  topical  applications  recom- 
mended by  our  author,  would  suggest  the  following:  Ify  Tinct^ 
cantharides,  A3  j.,  murcurius  corrosivus  sublimat.,  gr.  i,  to  ij. 
M.  et.  ft.  sol.  This  has  given  relief  in  many  cases  after  every 
other  expedieut,  both  internal  and  external  has  failed. 
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A  chapter  upon  that  rather  rare  disease  in  women,  urethritis, 
is  one  of  the  most  practical  and  useful  in  the  whole  book.  This 
affection,  described  by  Dr.  Hodges  as  irritable  urethra,  so  often 
mistaken  for  cystitis  and  stone  in  the  bladder,  is  fully  descri- 
bed, and  the  differential  diagnosis  insisted  upon.  Our  author's 
treatment  is  complete  and  leaves  out  nothing  that  we  know ;  in 
several  cases,  we  have  had  to  remove  vascular  excrescences  and 
tumors  situated  near  the  meatus,  before  a  cure  was  brought 
about.  In  one  case  of  this  kind  in  a  lady  aged  seventy,  who 
had  suffered  twenty-five  years,  and  had  been  through  the  hands 
of  some  of  the  most  celebrated  physicians,  both  allopathic  and 
homoeopathic,  who  had  given  only  internal  remedies,  the  remo- 
val of  two  or  three  little  follicular  growths,  situated  just  within 
the  meatus,  effected  at  once  a  perfect  cure. 

The  chapter  upon  membranous  dysmenorrhoea,  we  hope  will  be 
read  and  studied.  This  is  a  subject  of  interest  to  every  prac- 
titioner, and  we  only  wonder  our  author  did  not  go  a  little  fur- 
ther, and  speak  of  obstructive  dysmenorrhoea  and  its  treatment 
by  surgical  procedures,  viz:  by  dilatation  and  the  bi-lateral 
section  of  the  os  and  cervix.  In  our  own  practice  we  have 
made  several  operations  of  the  kind,  for  obstructive  dysmenor- 
rhoea, which  have  resulted  in  complete  cures. 

Lecture  eleventh,  on  menstrual  retention,  as  a  cause  of  dis- 
placement ;  uterine  colic ;  and  post  partum  ulcerations  of  the 
womb,  finishes  the  second  part.  These  are  all  well  worthy  of 
attentive  perusal.  We  advise  every  one  of  our  readers  to  pro 
vide  himself  with  a  copy  of  Dr.  Ludlow's  book,  and  we  desire  to 
express  our  thanks  to  the  author,  as  well  as  the  publisher,  Mr. 
C.  S.  Halsey,  of  Chicago,  that  they  have  placed  within  the  reach 
of  the  profession  a  work  so  long  needed. 

The  lectures  abound  with  good  common  sense,  and  judicious 
advice  to  the  physician  in  practice,  and  our  author  has  not  only 
given  the  homoeopathic  remedies  appropriate  to  the  case,  but  he 
has  not  neglected  any  and  every  adjuvant  or  auxiliary  treat- 
ment, and  even  palliatives,  such  as  may  be  requisite,  especially  in 
serious  cases,  and  in  emergencies,  T.  Q.  C« 
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THE  LADY'S  MANTTAL  OF  HOM050PATHIC  TREATMENT.  By  E.  H.  Rud- 
dock, M.  D.,  with  notes  and  additions  by  R.  Ludlam,  M.  D.  First  Ameri- 
can from  third  London  Edition.     G.  S.  Halsby:     Chicago,     pp  231. 

Of  all  the  manuals  which  have  been  published  for  domestic 
use,  that  by  Dr.  Ruddock  and  annotated  by  Dr.  R.  Ludlam  is 
decidedly  the  best.  The  author  is  extensively  known  in  this 
country  as  well  as  his  own,  and  has  done  much  in  propagating 
the  doctrines  of  our  school  throughout  the  whole  world.  There 
is  a  thoroughly  practical  tone  throughout  the  whole  book,  and  a 
conciseness  of  treatment  which  is  in  strong  contrast  to  the  labored 
array  of  symptoms  which  is  so  often  found  in  works  of  this  class. 
What  is  still  more  essential  is  the  accuracy  with  which  the  medi- 
cines are  adapted. 

Dr.  Ludlam'8  notes  are  every  one  of  them  well  put,  and  are 
a  very  great  advantage  to  the  book.  Any  one  who  peruses  them 
will  see  that  he  is  a  perfect  master  of  the  subject  which  he  pro- 
fesses, and  wherever  he  makes  a  point  it  tells. 

The  book  is  most  excellently  printed  and  bound,  and  does 
great  credit  to  Mr.  Halsey. 

THE  STEPPING  STONE  TO  HOMCEOPATHY  AND  HEALTH.  By  E.  H. 
Ruddock,  M.  D.  First  American  from  sixth  London  Edition.  G.  S. 
Halsby  :     Chicago,    pp  241. 

The  above  is  the  title  of  a  domestic  treatise  on  homoeopathy 
and  its  treatment.  Its  first  part  allows  the  hasty  lay  reader  to 
inform  himself  as  to  the  history  of  homoeopathy  and  the  influ- 
ence it  has  exercised  over  all  other  systems  of  medicine.  It  gives 
statistics  of  the  results  of  its  treatment  and  the  prediction  of  its 
future  universal  adoption.  Chapters  III  and  IV  are  devoted  to 
observations  on  health,  medicine  and  diet.  The  second  part  of 
the  book  treats  of  diseases ;  then  comes  symptoms  and  treat- 
ment, and  the  third  division  gives  a  concise  materia  medica. 

Every  one  who  is  acquainted  with  the  pleasant  style  of  Dr. 
Ruddock,  as  well  as  with  the  eminently  practical  nature  of  his 
remarks,  must  concede  that  the  work  is  fully  up  to  its  title,  and 
must  be  classed  among  the  very  best  of  its  kind  in  the  world. 
It  is  also  published  by  Mr.  Halsey,  of  Chicago. 
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To  insure  publication,  articles  must  be  practical,  briqfa*  possible  to  do  justice  to  the  sub* 
ject,  and  car? fully  prepared,  no  as  to  require  little  revision. 

4&"  Readers  of  the  Obssrvkb  will  oblige  the  Editor  if  they  will  forward  copies  of  local  news- 
papers, or  similar  matters  of  importance  to  the  profession,  all  such  will  be  thankfully  at-knowl- 
edged. 

£*?»  Physicians  having  changed  their  locations,  or  desiring  to  remove  from  one  portion  of  the 
country  to  another,  will  please  communicate  with  the  Editor,  that  he  may  note  the  same.  Rec- 
ords of  marriages  and  deaths  of  physicians,  and  other  personal  news,  will  also  be  received  and 
noticed. 

£t?"  All  exchanges,  books  and  pamphlets  must  be  addressed  to  the  Editor,  No.  1418  Washing- 
ton Avenue. 
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TALE! 


With  this  number  the  Western  Homoeopathic  Observer  will  be  dis- 
continued— at  least  for  a  time.  This  is  owing  to  the  removal  of  its 
editor  from  St.  Louis  to  New  York,  else  we  trust  the  paper  would  con- 
tinue to  increase  in  years  and  in  strength.  On  the  first  of  January, 
1871,  it  would  have  begun  its  eighth  year.  During  its  existence  it 
has  seen  many  periodicals  born  and  die,  and  the  editor,  in  leaving  his 
charge  at  this  time,  when  it  is  in  better  health  and  standing  than 
ever  before,  feels  actual  regret.  It  has  been  the  effort  of  those  who 
have  conducted  this  journal  from  the  year  of  its  birth,  1863,  up  to 
the  present,  to  excite  an  interest  in  surgical  science  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  homoeopathic  school,  and  we  believe  we  are  correct  in 
asserting  that  perhaps  we  have  given  to  our  profession  more  articles 
on  surgery  than  most  of  our  periodicals,  either  in  this  country  or  in 
Europe.  The  Western  Homoeopathic  Observer  returns  its  sincere 
thanks  to  those  who  have  contributed  to  its  pages  and  to  its  support, 
and  desires  that  its  association  with  the  interests  of  homoeopathy  in 
St.  Louis  and  the  great  West,  may  not  be  forgotten.  It  has  endeavored 
to  be  a  faithful  and  fair  chronicler  of  the  times  in  which  it  lived,  and 
while  it  says  "  good  -bye"  to  its  friends  with  feelings  much  akin  to 
sorrow,  it  wishes  them  all  an  increase  in  practice  and  prosperity,  and 
a  happy  New  Year  for  1871  — Vale  1 
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IMPORTANT  LEGAL  DE0I8I0H. 


We  take  the  following  from  the  New  York  Sun  of  the  25th  of 
October.  The  article  possesses  great  significance,  and  indicates  a 
change  in  the  signs  of  the  times : 

"  HOMCEOPATHY  JUDICIALLY  DECIDED  NOT  TO  BE  QUACKERY. —  A 

decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  of  this  State,  made  last  winter  bat 
only  recently  published,  settles,  so  far  as  a  court  can  settle  it,  a  point 
about  which'  there  has  been  bitter  dispute  among  both  physicians  and 
patients.  It  is  now  the  law  of  this  State  that  a  homoeopathic  doctor 
is  not  a  quack,  and  that  whoever  calls  him  a  quack  is  liable  to  dam- 
ages in  an  action  for  slander  or  libel. 

. "  The  facts  on  which  this  decision  was  made  are  these :  One  Dr. 
Carroll,  of  Amsterdam,  Montgomery  county,  was  giving  testimony 
before  the  Surrogate  of  that  county  as  to  the  mental  capacity  of  a 
deceased  patient  whose  will  was  offered  for  probate.  Being  asked 
whether  any  other  physician  had  attended  the  deceased,  he  answered, 
"  Not  as  I  know  of.  I  understand  he  had  a  quack — I  would  not  call 
him  a  physician.  I  understand  that  Dr.  White,  as  he  is  called,  had 
been  there.1'  This  evidence  was  reduced  to  writing  and  signed  by 
Dr.  Carroll,  and  thereupon  Dr.  White  began  a  suit  against  him  for 
libel,  in  which  he  recovered  one  hundred  dollars  damages.  An  appeal 
was  taken  and  the  naked  question  came  up  whether  Dr.  White,  being 
as  he  admitted  he  was,  a  practitioner  of  the  homoeopathic  school, 
could  maintain  an  action  against  a  person  calling  him  a  quack. 

"  Mr.  Justice  Sutherland,  in  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
after  stating  that  prior  to  1844  only  the  allopathic  school  was  recog- 
nized by  the  law  of  the  State,  but  that  in  1844  an  act  was  passed 
abolishing  all  restrictions  on  the  practice  of  medicine,  goes  on  to  say : 

"  'To  call  a  physician,  whether  homoeopathic  or  allopathic,  a  quack, 
is  in  effect  charging  him  with  a  want  of  the  necessary  knowledge  and 
training  to  practice  the  system  of  medicine  which  he  undertakes  to 
practice,  and  which  he  holds  himself  out  as  having  undertaken  to 
practice,  and  I  do  not  see  why  it  is  not  now,  and  has  not  been  since 
the  act  of  1844,  just  as  actionable  falsely  and  maliciously  to  call  a 
homoeopathic  physician  a  quack  as  to  call  an  allopathic  physician  a 
quack.  There  cannot  be  any  doubt,  I  think,  that  to  call  either  a 
quack  is  actionable,  and  has  been  since  the  act  of  1844.' 
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"  Of  coarse  no  allopathic  doctor  will  feel  compelled  to  submit  bis 
private  judgement  to  tbe  control  of  tbe  Court  of  Appeals,  and  to 
entertain  a  more  favorable  opinion  of  homoeopathy  than  he  has  hither- 
to entertained,  but  the  decision  warned  him  to  be  careful  how  he 
expressed  his  opinion,  if  he  would  avoid  a  lawsuit  and  a  verdict  for 
damages.  Still  it  must  be  satisfactory  to  the  homoeopath ists  to  be  as- 
sured that  they  have  rights  which  allopathists  are  bound  to  respect, 
and  that  the  shield  of  justice  will  protect  them  in  the  exercise  of 
their  profession." 


•  •  • 


PBOGBESS  OF  HOMOEOPATHY. 


The  following  article  from  the  New  York  Tribune  illustrates  the 
progress  of  homoeopathy  in  Philadelphia : 

"  Philadelphia,  Aug.  6 — The  proceeds  of  the  fair  held  in  this 
city  last  year  for  the  endowment  of  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital,  net- 
ting some  twenty  thousand  dollars,  are  now  being  applied.  The 
trustees  of  the  hospital  have  purchased  the  old  college  property  on 
Filbert  and  Cuthbert  streets,  above  Eleventh  street ;  they  have  torn 
aTay  the  small  buildings  in  the  rear,  and  have  entered  into  a  contract 
to  erect  a  building  thereon  suitable  for  hospital  purposes.  It  is  to  be 
supplied  with  every  department  necessary  to  such  an  establishment. 
A  noticeable  improvement  will  be  an  elevator  to  move  patients  from 
floor  to  floor  with  ease  and  comfort.  The  Hahnemann  Medical  Col- 
lege have  leased  the  old  college  building  on  Filbert  street  for  educa- 
tional purposes,  and  thus  the  hospital  will  be  under  the  immediate 
supervision  of  the  college  faculty.  The  clinical  lectures  will  be  de- 
livered in  the  hospital  lecture  room.  This  gives  to  Philadelphia  the 
completest  institution  for  the  promulgation  of  the  doctrines  of  Hah- 
nemann in  America." 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


»  •■« 


Wm.  Tod  Helmuth,  M.  D., 

Dear  Sir: — In  May  last  I  was  called  to  see  a  patient — a 
boy  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  had  been  under  the  care  of  two  eminent 
allopaths  for  eight  weeks;  the  disease  being  typhoid  pneumonia.  I 
found  the  patient  in  a  very  critical  condition ;  the  general  appearance 
jaundiced  and  the  entire  left  lung  hepatized,  giving  on  percussion  a 
dull,  heavy  sound;  I  could  not  detect  any  respiratory  murmur  with 
the  stetheoscope ;  he  had  night  sweats  accompanied  with  a  constant, 
dry,  hacking  cough;  pulse  120.  He  was  very  much  reduced  in  flesh, 
had  no  appetite,  with  an  utter  disgust  for  everything.  His  face  and 
lower  extremities  were  swollen ;  eyes  sunken ;  nose  and  tongue  pointed 
and  cold,  and  he  suffered  with  excruciating  pain  through  the  lungs. 
His  former  physicians  told  the  friends  and  patient  that  he  must 
certainly  die,  and  that  he  could  not  survive  more  than  two  days. 

I  administered  cal.  carb.  2d,  and  tart.  em.  1st,  alternating  every  two 
hours  with  are.  1st,  one  dose  morning  and  night.  Under  this  treat- 
ment he  recovered. 

Did  "  dame  nature  "  cure,  or  did  the  medicine  ?  This  is  a  nut  fop 
high  attenuation ists  and  single  remedy  men  to  crack. 

Respectfully, 

DK.  P.  B.  SPARKS, 

Origgsville,  111. 


St.  Louis,  September  3,  1870. 
Dear  Doctor: 

Below  we  see,  clipped  from  a  public  print,  an  acknowledgement 
of  what  Father  Hahnemann  saw  forty  years  ago : 

14  The  mills  of  the  Gods  move  slowly,  but  they  grind  exceeding  fine.'1 

No  recognition  of  Hahnemann's  genius,  or  acknowledgement  of  his 

discovery  in  this,  yet  it  tends  to  prove  what  he  had  already  announced 

years  ago. 

W.  H.  STKNNETT,  M.  D. 
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"  The  remarkable  fact  was  elicited  by  the  investigations  of  Dr. 
Claxton,  as  stated  by  him  at  a  meeting  of  the  Clinical  Society,  London, 
that  men  engaged  at  the  various  copper  works  in  that  city  always 
escaped  cholera  and  choleraic  diarrhoea  during  great  epidemics.     Dr. 
Claxton's  statements  have  lately  been  confirmed  by  M.  Burg,  in  some 
statistics  communicated  to  the  French  Academy  of  Sciences.     M. 
Burg  states  that  during  the  epidemic  in  1865-6,  in  France,  only  one 
out  of  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy  workers  in  copper  was 
attacked,  the  total  number  of  persons  thus  engaged  being  thirty-seven 
thousand.     With  workers  in  iron  and  steel,  on  the  other  hand,  one 
out  of  every  two  hundred  and  nine  was  attacked;  and  of  those  en- 
gaged on  other  materials  than  copper  or  iron,  one  out  of  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight." 


BEMOYALS. 


Dr.  H.  P.  Batten,  formerly  of  Mt.  Vernon,  Iowa,  has  removed  to 
Blair,  Washington  county,  Nebraska. 

Dr.  Ingraham,  formerly  of  Marseilles,  Illinois,  has  succeeded  Dr. 
Batten  at  Mt.  Vernon. 


»  •  « 


GENERAL  NEWS. 


Q.  H.  Mobbill,  M.  D.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Editor. 


St.  Louis  is  without  doubt  the  healthiest  city  of  its  sice  in  the 
United  States. 

A  Mammoth  Infant. — The  birth  of  an  eighteen-pound  girl  is 
reported  in  Douglas,  Mass. 

Ten  grains  of  oypripedin  taken  at  bed-time   will  allay  nervous 
irritability  and  induce  sleep. 

Schwann's  Discovery. — In  1837  Schwann  discovered  that  meat 
highly  heated  and  excluded  from  the  air  never  putrefied. 

Hair  Dtk. — It  is  asserted  that  8  per  cent  of  the  lunatics  in 
Charenton  Asylum,  France,  are  victims  to  the  use  of  hair  dye. 

4ft 
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Gonorrhoea. — According  to  Dr.  Black,  of  Glasgow,  married  men 
have  never  been  known  to  contract  gonorrhoea  from  their  wives. 

A  Diminutive  Child. — Mrs.  James  Harris,  of  Jefferson  County, 
III,  has  a  lively  four-months  old  baby  that  weighs  only  two  pounds. 

The  Fcetus. — Dr.  Palmer,  of  Wisconsin,  alludes  to  a  case  in  which 
a  soven  months'  footus  was  found  to  be  entirely  destitute  of  any  trace 
of  osseous  matter. 

J.  J.  Garth  Wilkinson  has  written  a  pamphlet  denouncing 
vaccination.  He  calls  it  a  "delusion"  and  "an  evil"  and  thinks  it 
never  should  be  practiced. 

Lithotomy  First  Performed. — The  operation  of  lithotomy  was 
done  in  Hippocrates'  day.  This  distinguished  surgeon  died  in  his 
one  hundred  and  first  year. 

An  Indiana  Census  marshal  has  found  a  father  and  mother  and 
nineteen  children,  the  latter  all  born  within  seven  years.  There  has 
been  a  strict  attention  to  business,  or  a  mistake  there  somewhere. 

The  First  Greek  Surgeons  on  Record. — JEsculapius  and  his 
two  sons,  Machaon  and  Podalirius,  are  the  two  first  recorded  Greek 
surgeons.  The  father  flourished  about  fifty  years  before  the  Trojan 
war. 

A  Court  in  Michigan  has  decided  that  a  physician  is  not  warrantor 
of  a  case,  and  he  is  not  to  be  tried  by  the  result  of  his  remedies. 
His  only  contract  is  to  treat  the  case  with  reasonable  diligence  and 
skill. 

It  18  asserted  that  tobacco  smoking  will  induce  palpitation  of  the 
heart,  irregularity  of  the  bowels,  dyspepsia,  congestion  of  the  fauces, 
susceptibility  to  the  cold,  amaurosis,  and  sometimes  palsy  and 
impotence. 

The  old  proverb  says,  "Every  man  is  a  physician  or  a  fool  at 
forty."  A  distinguished  physician  happened  to  quote  this  old  saying 
to  a  circle  of  friends,  among  whom  was  Canning;  the  latter  inquired 
"Sir,  may  not  he  1t>e  both  ?" 

Liniment  for  Chapped  Nipples. — A  solution  of  equal  parts  of 
tannic  acid  and  pure  glycerine  should  be  applied  by  a  pencil  after 
each  time  the  child  has  sucked.  The  application  is  also  good  in 
chilblains. — Union  Mid.,  June  30. 
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A  cheerful  face  is  like  sunshine  to  the  day,  or  moisture  to  the 
parched  plant.  Endeavor  to  cultivate  it  if  you  have  it  not  naturally, 
and  your  task  will  he  lightened,  the  shadows  of  the  heart  will 
depart,  and  all  nature  will  appear  in  a  more  beautiful  garb. 

A  Centenarian. — According  to  the  Gazette  Hibdomadaire,  there 
is  now  living  in  Warsaw  a  man  112  years  of  age.  Only  three  years 
have  elapsed  since  his  hair  became  gray,  and  when  he  was  93  years 
old  he  had  a  son  by  his  second  wife.  His  father  lived  120  years,  and 
his  grandfather  126  years. 

Malformation — Absence  of  the  Right  Lung. — Dr.  W.  Dickey 
(  Cin.  Lancet  and  Observer)  publishes  a  case  of  this  character  occur- 
ring in  a  pale  phthisical  girl  of  16  years.     The  lung  of  the  left  side 
was  somewhat  larger  than  normal;  no  lung  in  the  right  side,  not  even  ' 
a  segment  at  the  bifurcation. 

Hintr  to  Medical  Men. — Never  enter  a  sick  room  in  a  moment 
of  perspiration,  as  the  moment  you  become  cool  your  pores  absorb. 
Do  not  approach  contagious  diseases  with  an  empty  stomach,  nor  sit 
between  the  sick  and  the  fire.  You  may  save  yourselves  a  spell  of 
sickness  by  observing  these  rules. 

Opium  Poisoning  Cured  by  Electricity. — Four  cases  are 
reported  as  cured  when  the  patients  were  in  extremis,  and  when  all 
the  usual  means  were  employed  and  failed,  by  simply  applying  oqe  pole 
at  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and  the  other  in  the  perineum.  In  fifteen 
minutes  the  patients  were  all  out  of  danger. 

A  Pin  Performs  Tracheotomy  for  Itself. — Dr.  J.  T.  Cook,  of 
Atkinson,  reports  a  case  of  a  little  girl  who  swallowed  a  pin,  and  eight 
weeks  after  it  had  lodged  in  the  trachea  crosswise,  it  had  formed  a 
fluctuating  tumor,  which,  on  being  incised,  revealed  the  pin  with 
head  pointing  outwards,  and  it  was  accordingly  drawn  out  with  the 
forceps. 

A  Child  born  with  a  Chignon. — Dr.  J.  M.  Marchantof  Warren, 
R.  I.,  writes  as  follows : 

"  A  male  child  was  recently  born  in  this  town,  having  upon  his  head 
what  is  rather  a  useless  appendage  to  one  of  his  sex.  Covering  that 
part  of  the  head  usually  occupied  by  the  chignon,  is  a  thick  curly  mass 
of  hair  some  three  inches  in  length,  and  dark  brown  like  the  mother's, 
while  that  upon  the  rest  of  the  head  is  short,  thin,  and  very  light. 
The  father's  hair  is  red." 
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Statistics  of  Life. — The  yearly  mortality  of  the  globe  is  33,333,- 
333  persons.  This  is  at  the  rate  of  91,554  per  day,  3,730  per  hour, 
62  per  minute.  One-fourth  of  the  population  die  at  or  before  the 
age  of  seven  years.  One-half  at  or  before  17  years.  Among  10,000 
persons,  one  arrives  at  the  age  of  100  years,  one  in  500  attains  the  age 
of  90,  and  one  in  100  lives  to  the  age  of  60. 

Another  old  Superstition  Spoiled. — Tho  popular  belief  that 
the  eye  of  a  dead  animal  bears  the  impress  of  the  last  object  upon 
which  it  looked  in  life,  has  been  investigated  in  cold  blood  by 
scientific  men  in  Germany.  Thirty  animals  were  killed  and  examined 
by  the  philosophers,  and  the  result  was  as  fatal  to  the  superstition  as 
it  was  to  them.  In  no  case  was  there  the  slightest  evidence  in  its 
favor. 

A  Gift  to  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. — Dr.  Henry 
J.  Bigelow,  the  senior  surgeon  of  this  venerable  hospital,  has  given  it 
a  complete  set  of  surgical  instruments,  made  expressly  under  his  direc- 
tion in  London  and  Paris.  In  addition,  Dr.  Bigelow  presented  a 
permanent  fund  for  their  renewal,  and  subscribes  for  a  free  bed  for 
five  years,  the  whole  donation  amounting  to  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars. 

Another  Curs  for  the  Bite  of  a  Rattlesnake. — Boil  the 
common  poke  root  until  it  becomes  quite  soft,  then  mash  it  up  in  the 
water  which  remains,  and  apply  it  as  a  poultice  to  the  wound.  The 
remedy  is  said  to  have  been  fully  tested  by  the  hunters  of  Missouri, 
among  whom  it  in  now  in  general  use;  when  an  immediate  application 
is  made  the  poison  will  not  manifest  itself  mora  strongly  than  the 
sting  of  a  bee. — (Spectator.) — Nashville  Jour,  of  Med, 

Local  Treatment  of  Diphtheritis. — At  a  late  meeting  of  the 
German  Naturalists  and  Physicians,  at  Innsbruck,  the  report  from  the 
section  of  "  Diseases  of  Children"  contained  some  strictures  and  opposi- 
tion to  the  caustic  application  in  diphtheria. 

Schuller  reported  that  his  experience  has  satisfied  him  that  cau- 
terization in  said  diseases  is  positive  injury,  and  he  applies  now,  gen- 
erally, tincL  opii  crocata.  Drs.  Ebert,  Stiebel,  Rehm,  Hemmer  and 
others,  joined  Dr.  Schuller  in  his  denunciation  of  the  caustic  treat- 
ment. They  recommended  Ice  pills,  kali  c?Uor.}  kali  hypermang.,  di- 
luted alcohol  (a  la  Grauvogel),  &c;  Baumler,  of  London,  uses  carbolio 

acid  locally.     In  fact  all  remedies  which  are  fungi  destroyers,  were 
recommended. 
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Bleeding  from  the  Nose. — Put  a  pieoe  of  paper  in  jour  mouth, 
chew  it  rapidly,  and  it  will  stop  your  nose  bleeding.  This  remedy  has 
been  tried  frequently,  it  is  stated,  and  always  with  success.  Physicians 
say  that  placing  a  small  roll  of  paper  or  muslin  above  the  front  teeth, 
under  the  upper  lip,  and  pressing  hard  on  the  same,  will  arrest 
bleeding  from  the  nose,  checking  the  passage  of  blood  through  the 
arteries  leading  to  the  nose  —  Wood's  Household  Magazine. 

The  Largest  Calculus  on  Record. — A  cast  of  the  following 
urinary  calculus  was  exhibited  at  the  meeting  of  the  Pathological 
Society  of  London,  March  15, 1870.  The  calculus,  composed  of  uric 
acid  and  urate  of  lime,  weighing  twenty-five  ounces,  and  measuring 
ten  and*  a  half  inches  in  its  long,  and  eight  and  a  half  inches  in  its 
short  circumference,  was  removed  from  the  body  of  Sir  Thomas 
Adams  in  1667,  after  death  from  an  accident,  in  the  eighty-first  year 
of  his  age. — [Mich.  Med.  Journal.] 

A  Case  of  Diaphragmatic  Hernia. — Dr.  Borland,  of  Boston, 
Mass.  (  The  Boston  Med.  &  Surgical  Journal)  reported  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Boston  Society  for  Medical  Improvement,  a  case  of  diaphrag- 
matic hernia,  and  showed  the  specimen,  taken  from  a  man  31  years  old. 
In  this  case  the  hernial  opening  was  in  the  left  side  of  the  diaphragm. 

Dr.  Bowditch  says  as  to  the  diagnosis,  that  there  were  only  two  re- 
corded instances  of  the  recognition  of  diaphragmatic  hernia — one 
by  Mr.  Lawrence  of  London,  and  one  case  at  the  Massachusetts  Gen- 
eral Hospital. 

Milk  as  a  Preventive  or  Lead  Poisoning. — M.  Didierjean, 
a  red  lead  manufacturer  in  France,  states  that  he  tried  every  possible 
way  to  keep  his  workmen  in  good  health,  but  did  not  wholly  succeed 
in  preventing  lead  colics  until,  by  mere  accident,  he  found  out  that 
two  of  his  men  were  never  affected  in  that  way.  Inquiry  brought  out 
the  fact  that  these  men  regularly  took  milk  as  a  drink  at  their  meals. 
He  was  thus  led  to  try  the  experiment  of  making  the  use  of  milk  (a 
litre  a  day)  compulsory  with  the  workmen,  and  he  has  succeeded  by 
this  means  in  keeping  all  of  them  free  from  any  symptom  of  lead 
disease  for  the  past  eighteen  months.  The  absolute  correctness  of  this 
statement  is  oonfirmed  by  good  authority.  The  remedy  is  a  simple 
one,  surely,  and  it  ought  to  be  thoroughly  tested  by  every  person 
exposed  to  the  danger  of  lead  poisoning. 
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Boldo. — Accident  has  led  to  the  discovery  of  a  new  remedy  for 
hepatic  diseases.  On  a  plantation  of  the  Cordilleras,  the  sheep  died 
with  a  hepatic  disorder.  The  fence  forming  their  inclosure  being 
broken  was  accidentally  mended  with  twigs  of  the  Boldo.  The  animals 
fed  on  these  with  avidity,  so  that  the  repairing  had  to  be  repeated 
several  times,  but  the  epidemic  ceased.  One  of  the  shepherds,  who 
also  suffered  from  liver  complaint,  tried  the  remedy,  and  was  cured. 
The  Chilian  Medical  Institute  vouches  for  the  truth  of  this  statement, 
and  the  Chilian  physicians  intend  to  give  the  new  remedy  a  fair 
trial. — Deutsche  Klinik. 

Supernumerary  Fingers  and  Toes. — A  young  man  belonging 
to  the  literary  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  •recently 
presented  himself  to  Prof.  A.  B.  Crosby,  M.  D.,  who  amputated  a 
supernumerary  little  finger  from  the  ulnar  border  of  the  left  hand. 
On  the  right  hand  he  had  five  symmetrical  fingers  besides  the  thumb. 
He  also  has  six  symmetrical  toes  on  one  foot.  These  peculiarities  are 
evidently  hereditary.  The  father  had  six  toes  on  each  foot,  and  six 
fingers  on  each  hand.  He  has  one  brother  who  has  the  same  number  of 
supernumeraries  as  the  father;  and  a  second  brother  has  six  toes  on 
each  foot,  and  six  fingers  on  one  hand.  A  niece,  child  of  the  patient's 
brother,  had  six  fingers  on  each  hand,  and  six  toes  on  each  foot.  — 
[Michigan  University  Medical  Journal. 

Absence  of  Uterus  in  Two  Sisters. —  A  patient,  aged  twenty, 
was  lately  in  Guy's  Hospital,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Phillips,  in  whom 
no  trace  of  an  uterus  could  be  felt.  She  was  of  dark  complexion, 
and  was  rather  diminutive  in  stature.  The  external  genitals  were 
perfect;  the  pubes  were  covered  with  hair;  and  the  mammary  glands 
were  well  developed.  The  vagina  was  represented  by  a  short  dilatable 
canal  ending  as  a  cuLde-sox,  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  which  there 
were  three  small  apertures.  By  means  of  a  careful  pelvic  examina- 
tion, the  uterus  was  found  to  be  wanting,  and  no  ovaries  could  be  felt. 
She  had  been  subject  since  her  marriage  at  seventeen,  to  sickness  and 
headache ;  and  these  were  increased  in  severity  for  a  few  days  every 
month ;  but  there  had  been  no  haemorrhage  from  the  vagina,  nor  from 
any  other  part. 

The  patient  stated  that  one  of  her  sisters  had  never  menstruated ; 
and  when  the  latter,  aged  twenty-one,  presented  hereelf  among  the 
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ont-patients,  it  was  found  that  a  similar  malformation  existed.  She 
also  was  married ;  was  very  like  her  sister  in  appearance,  but  taller; 
and,  on  examination,  was  found  to  have  a  short  vagina,  bnt  as  far  as 
oould  be  ascertained,  no  trace  of  uterus  or  ovaries.  — [British  Medical 
Journal. 

How  they  Differ. —  At  the  late  meeting  of  the  German  natural 
philosophers  and  physicians,  at  Innsbruck,  the  section  on  "  diseases  of 
children  "  reported  upon  the  subject  of  diphtheria  as  follows : 

Schuller  denounces  the  caustic  treatment  as  injurious,  and  applies 
in  most  cases,  locally,  tinct.  opii. 

Ebert,  Stirbel,  Rehn,  Hemmer,  Flesch,  and  Lederer,  join  Schuller 
in  his  opposition  to  cauterization. 

Besides  the  administration  of  ice -pills,  Ebert,  Stirbel  and  Cohen 
recommend  a  concentrated  solution  of  kali  chloric,  locally. 

Rinnecker  offers  alcohol,  chloric  acid,  and  kali  hypermang. 

Baumler  advises  carbolic  acid. 

Rehn  is  in  favor  of  all  anti-  fungoid  agents. 

Dr.  Letzerich  also  favors  the  fungus  theory,  and  says  cauterization 
is  of  no  use.  He  recommends  frequent  applications  of  alum  solution, 
and  if  the  deposit  is  very  adhesive,  "  then  it  should  be  scraped  off." 
He  says  "  it  is  not  painful,  and  the  bleeding  which  follows  is  not  in- 
jurious"— probatum  est.  We  would  advise  Dr.  L.  to  invent  a 
"  scraper  "  for  that  purpose.  His  genius  certainly  could  hatch  out  a 
diphtheritic  deposit  scraper ! 

Dr.  Simorse  treats  diphtheria  with  venesection ;  he  bleeds  in  most 
cases  four  times  a  day,  and  occasionally  five,  six,  and  seven  times  per 
day.  The  patient,  he  says,  is  cured  generally  in  twenty -four  hours. 
Dr.  Gallavardin,  homoeopathic  physician  of  Lyons,  doubts  whether 
Dr.  L.  has  treated  any  severe  cases  of  diphtheria  with  such  grand 
results  as  Dr.  L.  claims. 

Dr.  Cavenne  orders  from  one  to  two  litres  of  barley  water,  with 
honey,  per  day,  to  which  he  adds  either  kali  nitr.  1  gr.,  kali  bicarb.  3 
gr.,  or  kali  nitr.  3  gr.,  kali  bicarb.  4  gr.  He  says  as  soon  as  his 
patient  freely  urinated  or  perspired,  he  prognosed  a  speedy  and  favor- 
able cure ;  the  plastic  exudation  almost  immediately  diminished,  and 
the  submaxillary  swelling  decreased.  &c. 

Dr.  Borbosa,  of  Lisbon,  has  seen  grand  effects  from  the  insufflation 
of  sulphur  by  means  of  an  elastic  tube.  J, 
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Diabetes  Insipidus — Lyoopodium. — The  following  case  was 
observed  in  the  homoeopathic  hospital  at  Sechshans,  near  Vienna,  by 
Dr.  Mueller,  chief  physician : 

Josepha  B.,  a  woman  of  very  feeble  constitution,  and  of  anaemio 
appearance,  aged  fifty -four  years,  entered  the  hospital  January  7th, 
1870.  She  complained  at  that  time  of  a  troublesome  bronchial 
catarrh,  which  was  soon  relieved  by  Bryonia.  But  now  she  began  to 
complain  of  great  thirst — unceasing  during  the  night  time  —  and 
constant  weakness.  The  closest  examination  revealed  no  local  symp- 
toms; no  infiltration  on  auscultation,  &c. 

The  thirst  continued  to  increase  from  day  to  day,  and  the  quantity 
of  water  she  drank  increased  from  four  glasses — about  three  oz.  per 
glass — to  twenty -two  glasses  during  three  weeks,  and  in  the  same 
proportion  and  progress  the  urine  increased  in  quantity,  its  hue  be- 
coming gradually  paler,  till  finally  it  was  as  clear  as  spring  water. 
An  accurate  chemical  examination  showed  now  a  neutral  reaction; 
and  also  a  decrease  of  urea,  of  uric  acid,  and  coloring  matter;  a  de- 
crease also  of  the  phosphates,  and  a  reduced  specific  gravity,  but  no 
sugar.  At  a  second  examination,  somewhat  later  than  the  first,  sugar 
was  found  *by  Trommer's  process.  The  patient  took  phos.  followed 
by  acid,  nitr.,  up  to  February  14th,  but  with  no  benefit.  Argent, 
nitr.  was  now  given,  with  no  better  effect.  Acid  sulph.  seemed  to  act 
beneficially,  since  the  number  of  glasses  of  water  was  reduced  to 
fourteen,  but  on  the  next  day  she  drank  again  nineteen  glasses.  The 
patient  became  very  much  emaciated,  and  suffered  considerably  from 
sleeplessness — because  of  the  thirst, — but  her  appetite  remained  good. 

February  20.  Lycop.  sixth  potency,  two  doses  per  day,  was  now 
given.  The  following  days  no  material  change  in  her  condition; 
lycop.  was,  however,  continued. 

March  1,  patient  took  only  four  glasses  of  water,  and  the  secretion 
of  urine  was  nearly  natural.  Continued  lycop  sixth,  once  a  day.  The 
quantity  of  water  to  drink  diminished  constantly,  and  proportionately 
also  the  urine. 

On  the  6th  of  March,  patient  was  discharged  from  the  hospital, 
as  she  had  lost  all  the  sensation  of  thirst  for  the  past  five  days,  and 
the  urine  was  nearly  of  its  natural  hue. 

Dr.  M.  adds  that  these  results  may  be  merely  of  a  temporary 
nature,  as  in  this  disease  we  meet  frequently  such  intermissions,  but 
yet,  lycop.  should  be  added  to  the  anti-  diabetic  remedies.  J. 


